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ART. X.—The recent find in Dacre Churchyard. By F. 
HUDLESTON. 

Read at the site, September loth, 1931. 

IN Bede's Ecclesiastical History reference is made to a 
certain monastery " which being built near the river 

Dacore has taken its name from the same." Now 
there are in England two villages called Dacre, viz. this 
one where we are to-day assembled and another in 
Yorkshire some io miles S.W. of Ripon, and both 
places have claimed to be the site of the monastery that 
Bede speaks of. But the Yorkshire Dacre is on the River 
Nidd, it has never produced any pre-Norman Crosses like 
the two preserved in the Church here, and, so far as I can 
find out, it can put forward no evidence to support its 
claim. The discovery of what we are now looking at in 
the Churchyard is regarded by* many of us as additional 
evidence in support of the claim of our Cumberland Dacre, 
for it looks like a massi ely built drain or sewer connected 
with the sanitary arraígements of a monastery such as 
have been found recently at the Anglo-Saxon monastery 
of Whitby. 

We have here a Y shaped channel formed by large 
blocks of freestone that are from 12 inches to 14 inches 
wide, 2 feet 7 inches to 2 feet io inches long and 18 inches 
to 20 inches in depth. At the fork of the two branches 
the stones are 12 inches apart and they widen out to 20 
inches towards the South where the channel passes under 
the Graveyard wall and comes to an end about 25 feet 
away from the fork somewhere beneath the farm road, for 
our excavations immediately South of this road exposed 
no side stones and only indicated the former existence of 
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an open ditch running down the hillside towards the little 
stream between the Church and the Castle. 

The two branches, which are each 9 feet 6 inches long, 
widen out to about two feet between their side walls at 
the Northern end, where they come to an end io feet 
South of the old wall of the Graveyard, and here we find 
some stones laid across the trenches apparently to close 
them in. The whole lay out seems to be for a couple of 
privies whose cess-pits converge into a single drain 
intended to convey the contents of the cess-pits down hill 
towards the little brook; a primitive arrangement which 
survives to this day in many rural districts. 

The extraordinary dimensions of the stones used for the 
walls of these channels indicate the importance attached 
to the stability of this primitive sanitary arrangement, 
and if we examine these blocks of stone we find that most 
of them have grooves and chases worked by hammer and 
chisel across their upper and lower surfaces which show 
plainly that they have been made for some other discarded 
work before they were laid down in their present position. 

The sketch which I have here shows how they would 
appear if stood up on end, when they might form a kind of 
cyclopean boundary fence. They are of two patterns 
and each pattern is of uniform dimensions. 

We found two covering stones to this trench, and it 
seems unlikely that it was ever completely covered, since 
covering stones would interfere with any emptying of the 
channel when obstructed. 

The position of this work is just what would have been 
chosen for any chambers of convenience at a monastery. 
The present Church is in all probability upon the site of an 
earlier Anglo-Saxon Church built before the two important 
pre-Norman crosses were erected, and destroyed by the 
same invading band of heathens who threw down those 
Crosses. 

The Monastic dwellings would naturally be located on 
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the downhill side of the Church for otherwise they would 
tend to foul the sacred building with the inevitable flow 
of rain water past the dwellings of those primitive times, 
if those dwellings happened to be on the uphill side of the 
Church. The dwellings would, for the same reason, be 
situated on the uphill side of the sanitary conveniences. 

The space now taken up by the graveyard between the 
Church and this spot would have been ample for the 
domestic buildings of a monastery in those far off days, 
and the suggestion laid before you to-day is that we 
have here the remains of the scanty sanitary conveniences 
of the monastery which the Venerable Bede described 
when he wrote Chapter 32 in Book IV of his great history 
of the Church in this Island. 

The fragments of the two Crosses* are in the Church, 
where Mr. Whitaker, the Vicar, has made arrangements 
to enable Members to inspect them properly in the short 
time at our disposal this morning. 

* The " Adam and Eve " Stone was first described and illustrated by 
Canon Mathew and Mr. Calverley in Trans. o.s. xi, p. 228, and later by 
Mr. Calverley in his " Crosses," p. 113. The " Lion " Stone was first des-
cribed by our President in 1912 (vol. xii, N.s.). Both Stones are fully 
described and illustrated in the President's monumental work upon "North-
umbrian Crosses," 1927. 
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