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ART. XII.--Three Proclamations of Ancient Fairs-
Ravenglass, Dalton and Broughton-in-Furness. By 
WILSON BUTLER, M.A., LL.M., F.R.Hist.S., with an 
Appendix, contributed by E. L. NANSON, on White-
haven. 

Read at Ambleside, July 6th, 1933• 

IN the account of the Ravenglass Fair* there is a record 
given of the usual Proclamation made by the Lord or 

Steward in the year 1702. I have recently had the sight 
(through the kindness of Mr. John Caddy Nicholson of 
Nether Stainton VVaberthwaite) of an old Memorandum 
Book dated about the year 1698 made by an ancestor of 
his a John Nicholson of Randlehow, Eskdale, containing 
another copy of the same Proclamation. This John 
Nicholson seems to have been a prominent man in 
parochial matters. It is probable he was Steward of the 
Manor of Irton, a collector of Land Tax, Constable and 
(judging by the number of Precedents in the Book) a 
local lawyer of the District. 

For comparison are added the Proclamations made at 
the Fairs at Broughton-in-Furness and Dalton. 
A PROCLAMATION FOR RAVENGLASS FAIR THE 28TH DAY OF MAY. 

Edward Stanley, Esq., present Lord of this Fair doth in her 
Majesty's name straightly charge and command all manner of 
persons resorting to this present Fair to keep the peace. Every 
Knight upon pain of Ten pounds, every esq., upon pain of Five 
pounds and every other person and partaker upon pain of Forty 
shillings. And that all persons which do here buy and sell, do 
buy and sell in open Fair and Market and not in corners and 
backsides, upon pain of forfeiture of such goods so bought and 
sold. And likewise that all persons which do hereby buy and sell 
do pay their tolls and stallages of right due and accustomed, and 
if any person or persons be injured or wronged during this present 

* See article "The Fair at Ravenglass," by the Rev. Cæsar Caine, 
Transactions, N.S. x3i, 237-252. 
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IO2 THREE PROCLAMATIONS OF ANCIENT FAIRS 

Fair let him or them so injured and wronged repair to the Lord 
of this present Fair or his Officers appointed for that service, and 
their grievance shall be heard, and they relieved according to 
equities and repairs. 

God Save the Queen and The Lord of This Fair. 

THE ORDER OF THE FAIR OF BROUGHTON 

as read in 1593  when Henry Stanley Lord Strange Earl of Derby 
was Lord of the Manor. 
OYEZ OYEZ OYEZ. 
1. Henry Stanley Lord Strange Earl of Derby Lord of the 

Manor of Broughton and of this Fair and Market straightly 
chargeth and commandeth on the King's Majestys behalf 
that all manner of men repairing unto this Fair and Market 
do bear and keep the King's Peace upon pain of 5 to be 
forfeit to the Lords use and their bodies to prison during 
the Lords pleasure. 

2. Also that no manner of persons within this Fair Market do 
bear any Bill, Battle Axe or such prohibited weapons but 
such as be appointed by the Lord or his officers to keep this 
present Fair upon pain of forfeiture of their weapons and 
their bodies to prison during my Lords pleasure. 

3. Also that no man do pick any quarrel matter or cause for any 
old grudge or malice to make any perturbation or trouble 
within this present Fair or Market during the time thereof 
upon pain of 5. to be forfeit to my Lords use and their bodies 
to prison during my Lords pleasure. 

4. Also that no manner of persons within this Fair or Market do 
buy or sell with unlawful metes or measures yards or weights 
but such as be lawful and just and keep the true assize upon 
pain of forfeiture of all such wares or merchandise as are so 
bought or sold and further imprisonment of their bodies. 

5. Also that none shall buy or sell in corners backsides or hide 
places but in open Fair Market upon pain of forfeiture of all 
such goods or chattels so bought and sold and their bodies 
to prison. 

6. And lastly if any manner of person do find them grieved for 
any matter or cause or have any injury or wrong committed 
or done unto them within this Fair or Market let them come 
unto my Lords Officers and they shall be heard according 
to right equity and justice. 

God Save the King's Majesty and the Lord of this Manor. 
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THREE PROCLAMATIONS OF ANCIENT FAIRS. I03 

THE DALTON PROCLAMATION. 
OYEZ ! OYEZ J ! OYEZ ! ! ! 

Thomas Woodburne, Steward unto the Most Noble William 
Henry Walter Duke of Buccleuch and Queensbury, Lord of the 
Late dissolved Monastery and Manor of Furness and Liberty of 
the same, strictly chargeth and commandeth all manner of 
persons repairing to this Fair of what estate or degree he or they 
be, that they and every one of them keeps the Queen's Majesty's 
Peace, every Knight upon pain of 5 and every other person upon 
pain of forty shillings. And that no person or persons have or 
bear any habliments of war, as Jack, Steel-Coats, Bills or Battle 
Axes, but such as are appointed to attend upon the said Steward 
during this present Fair. And that none do sell or buy any wares 
but by such yards and wands as are or shall be delivered unto 
them by the Bailiff of the Town of Dalton. And the Fair to last 
three days, whereof this to be second. And if anywrong be done 
or offered to any person or persons, he or they may repair to the 
said Steward to have justice ministered unto them according to 
law. 

God Save the Queen and the Lord of this Fair. 

The Statute znd Ed. iii , C. 3. provided that any 
person going armed in Fairs should forfeit their armour. 

By the Statute 26 Hen. VIII C. 6, 1534 it was provided 
" No person in Wales shall bring or bear to any church 
fair or market any bill, long bow, crossbow, hand gun, 
sword, staff, dagger, halbert, spike, spear or any other 
manner of weapon proof coat or armour defensive, upon 
pain of forfeiture of imprisonment and fine. 

Gache in his Law relating to Markets and Fairs states 
" After the Conquest the fair was treated as a valuable 
franchise derived from a prerogative of the Crown; it was 
then reconstituted on the Continental model." 

The privilege of fair comprises that of market, so the 
general law is applicable to one as it is to the other. 
Fairs were regulated by the Court of Piepoudre, in which 
the steward of the lord of the manor was judge. This 
obsolete court acquired its title from the " dusty feet " 
of its suitors. It was a court of record wherein justice 
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104 THREE PROCLAMATIONS OF ANCIENT FAIRS. 

was administered with respect to all commercial wrongs at 
the time they arose. Abuses of the process of the court 
were common. 

The statute 17 Edw. IV c. 2 recites that " Divers fairs 
be holden and kept in this Realm, some by prescription 
allowed before justices in eyre, and some by grant of our 
the King that now is, and some by the grant of his noble 
progenitors and predecessors, and to every one of the 
same fairs is of right pertaining a Court of Pypowders, to 
minister in the same due justice in this behalf ; in which 
court it hath been at all times accustomed that every 
person coming to the said fairs should have lawful remedy 
of all manner of contracts trespasses, covenants, debts, 
and other deeds under or done within any of the same 
fairs during the time of the same fairs, and within the 
jurisdiction of the same, and to be tried by merchants 
being of the same fair; which courts at this day be 
misused by stewards: for remedy whereof, etc. 

" The plaintiff shall swear on the Gospel that the 
matter in dispute arose within the time of the fair where 
he takes action, and within its bounds." 

A fair should be formally opened by proclamation; 
this has been the law since A.D. 1328, 2 Edw. III, c. 15. 
enacting that every lord of the manor should, at the 
commencement of his fair, cry and publish the same. 

This proclamation was made in Norman French, and 
began with the words oyez " hear ye " ; a word which lives 
in the corruption " O yes," the customary way of begin-
ning a proclamation. 

APPENDIX. 
Mr. E. L. Nanson contributes the following copy of the Proc-

lamation of the Fair at Whitehaven, as formerly used, together 
with schedule of tolls, and the present form of proclamation; 
noting that the Fair has been proclaimed since the grant of the 
charter in 12 King Charles II, and that whereas the charter directs 
that it be holden on 1 August it is now (since the Calendar Act of 
175o) on the 12th of that month. 
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THREE PROCLAMATIONS OF ANCIENT FAIRS. I05 

WHITEHAVEN FAIR; OLD PROCLAMATION. 
For as much as our Dread Sovereign Lord Charles the second 

by the grace of God, King of England Scotland France and 
Ireland, Defender of ye faith, etc., hath by his letters patents 
under ye great seal of England, granted unto The Right Worship-
ful Sir John Lowther Baronet (sole Lord of this town and port of 
Whitehaven) and to his heirs and successors for ever, the privilege 
and benefit of one constant market day to be holden and kept in 
ye said town of Whitehaven upon every Thursday in every week ; 
And one fair to be kept yearly upon the first day of August only, 
with all privileges, tolls, dues and duties, profits and advantages 
arising thereby and appurtenant thereunto. These are therefore 
in His Majesty's name strictly to charge and command all manner 
of persons resorting to this present fair to keep His Majesty's 
peace, every Knight upon paine of TEN pounds and every Esquire 
upon paine of Five pounds and every other person upon paine of 
fourty shillings. And that all manner of persons during the 
time of this present fair do buy and sell in market-overt or open 
fair, and not in houses or backsides or other by-places, upon 
paine of forfeiture of all such goods so bought and so sold; and 
that all manner of persons (liable to pay tolls) do pay all just tolls 
and stallages, and other customes as are due to be paid. And if 
any manner of person or persons shall happen to be injured or 
wronged in any bargain during this present fair they may repair 
to ye officers and Court of Pie pouder, here to be holden this day, 
where they may be relieved as equity required according to due 
course of Law. 

God Save the King. 
Manor of 
St. Bees, 1666. 

WHITEHAVEN TOLLS. 
Upon the Faire Day. 

The buyer of every horse or mare pays .. 	 4d. 
The exchangor each party pays .. 	 2d. 
The buyer of every head of cattle pays .. 	 2d• 
The buyers of sheep pays for every score 	 4d. 
The sellers of all manner of wares standing in boothes or 

stalls or shambles pays 	.. 	.. 	 4d. 
The Ven-dors of pewter, brass, hardwares, leather, 

upholsterors, etc., for every pack they bring to pay 	4d. 
All sellers of small wares in baskets walking to and fro 	id. 

Tho. Tickell—seneschallus. 
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I06 THREE PROCLAMATIONS OF ANCIENT FAIRS. 

WHITEHAVEN FAIR : PRESENT FORM OF PROCLAMATION. 

PROCLAMATION OF LAMMAS FAIR AT WHITEHAVEN 

read at the Market Cross on the 12th August yearly at io a.m. 
WHEREAS by a Charter dated in the 12th year of the reign of 

King Charles the second a fair was granted to be holden annually 
on the Twelfth day of August in the town of Whitehaven (and if 
that day be Sunday then the said Fair was to be holden on the 
next day) for ever thereafter NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
fair so granted is now open for the sale of all kinds of merchandize 
and that all persons may resort to the same fair and expose to sale 
and sell such goods and merchandize as they please provided they 
conform to the Acts of Parliament made and now in force for 
regulating Fairs and Markets and in case any dispute shall arise 
touching any Contract made in the Fair the parties may have 
such dispute immediately decided by resorting to the Court of 
Pie Powdre forthwith to be holden at the Stewards Office, Somer-
set House, in this Town where justice will be done according to 
Law. 

God Save the King and The Lord of the Fair. 
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