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ART. VII.—A Note on Tumuli on Threepow Raise, Moor
Divock. By Dr. J. E. SPENCE.

Read at Melrose, September z ith, 1934.

^

T the beginning of August three tumuli were explored
on Threepow Raise, south-east of " The Cockpit "

on Moor Divock in the parish of Askham.
The first tumulus investigated was II feet 6 inches in

diameter and stood about nine inches above the level of
the adjacent ground. A trench was cut into the tumulus
from the north-east to a depth of twelve inches below the
turf. The tumulus was composed of boulders bedded in
turf for a depth of fifteen inches, below which light yellow
sandy loam with angular stones was encountered. Lying
on edge, just below the surface beyond the centre of one
tumulus, was a large boulder 2 feet 8 inches by i foot 6
inches by 6 inches and near it was another large boulder
z foot 8 inches by i foot 3 inches by 6 inches lying flat,
the under side showing very marked ice scratchings. In
a pocket at the edge of this boulder was a handful of clean
fine flint-like gravel. Below the lower edge of the larger
boulder at a depth of 2 feet was a cavity surrounded by
loose yellow gravelly loam. The cavity was carefully
explored by hand and was found to extend for eighteen
inches parallel to the boulder. The walls of the cavity
were loose and the soil easily removed by hand but there
was no evidence of charcoal or deposit in the cavity.
The trench was widened to four feet and carried down to a
depth of 3 feet in order to explore completely the ground
round the cavity, but no evidence of charcoal or inter-
ment was found, the sub-soil was clean and did not appear
to have been disturbed.
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The second tumulus was ten feet in diameter. A trench
3 feet 6 inches wide was cut into it from the east side to a
depth of 2 feet 6 inches. Large boulders were found under
the turf and in the yellow gravelly loam, but there was
no evidence of disturbance of the soil and no charcoal was
found.

The third tumulus was eighteen feet in diameter,
slightly irregular in shape and stood twelve inches above
the surrounding ground. A trench 2 feet 6 inches wide
was cut into it from the north, being widened at the
centre to an area approximately 6 feet square, which was
excavated to a depth of 4 feet 3 inches. The tumulus
consisted of large boulders bedded in peat for a depth of
two feet. In the centre was a much larger boulder, two
feet six inches square and twelve inches thick lying
eighteen inches below the surface, around which, in the
peaty soil, were found pockets of charcoal. The soil below
the boulders and peat was a yellowish gravelly loam with
bands of brown soil containing charcoal, scattered and in
pockets, running downwards to a depth of four feet.
About 2 feet east of the centre of the tumulus at a depth
of four feet was found a pocket of brown unctuous earth
mixed with a considerable amount of charcoal towards
which the bands of brown earth appeared to run. The
charcoal was mainly the remains of brushwood but some
larger pieces up to threequarters of an inch cube were
found. In one band of brown earth 6 inches above the
lowest pocket half a charred hazel nut shell was found.
No bones or evidence of grave furniture was found.

In a peaty soil free from lime, such as that on Moor
Divock, it is not surprising to find no indication of bones
among the charcoal debris of a cremation. It is known
that soft moorland waters may contain sufficient acid,
derived from peat by the action of acid-producing bacteria
in the soil, to dissolve an appreciable amount of lead ; and
it is very probable that the peaty acids percolating through
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the soil would in time dissolve the calcareous salts of, the
calcined bones, the process of dissolution being assisted
by the roots of vegetation which were found to penetrate
even to the lowest pocket of brown earth.

This tumulus is the site of a cremation in a pit three
feet below the surface of the moor, the pocket of brown
unctuous earth representing the lowest point of this pit,
while the bands of brown earth running towards this
pocket are due to filling in after cremation. The charcoal
was mainly the remains of burnt brushwood and the
presence of the hazel nut indicates that the cremation
took place late in the year. There was no evidence of the
incinerated remains being collected in the bottom of the
pit as the charcoal was found diffused over an area more
than six feet square.
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