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In Memoriam.

The Society has suffered a grievous loss in the premature death
of ROBERT CARR BOSANQUET at the age of 63. Descended from
a brilliant Huguenot family which has given to the country of
its adoption lawyers, admirals, scientists, cricketers, philosophers,
and other men of mark, he was the son of Charles Bosanquet,
of Rock Hall, Alnwick, and distinguished himself among his
contemporaries at Eton and at Trinity College, Cambridge, not
only by his great intellectual gifts but also by his rarer gifts of
temperament: an extraordinary charm of manner and a ready
and polished wit which, without ever giving offence, was
constantly expressing itself in writings and sayings and doings
so individual in their quality that one may still hear aged dons
in Cambridge colleges observing, when some flawless Limerick is
recited to them, " that must surely be one of Carr B's." After
taking his two firsts and travelling for a couple of years as Craven
Fellow, training himself as an archaeologist, he came back to
Northumberland in the middle twenties and directed the excava-
tions of Housesteads, which remain the classical example of that
style in digging—the kind of excavation which is directed not so
much as reconstructing the history of the site by studying its
stratification, as to recovering with absolute completeness and
accuracy the plan on which it was originally laid out. Next year
he went back to Athens as assistant director of the British School,
and became director in 1900. For six years he was working at
excavations in Greece and the islands. Those were the days
when Sir Arthur Evans was leading the way in the discovery of
the Minoan civilization, and Bosanquet's work on the palace at
Phylakopi on the island of Melos was among the most important,
and, it may be added, the best reported, of the excavations
undertaken by Sir Arthur's colleagues in that great adventure.
It was while he was director of the British School that he married
a daughter of Thomas Hodgkin, the great Northumberland
antiquary; and when in 1906 he returned to England as professor
of classical archaeology at Liverpool he at once threw himself
into the Romano-British studies to which he had already made
so important a contribution by his work at Housesteads. He
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became a member of the Royal Commission on Historical Monu-
ments for Wales, and every volume published by that Commission
bears witness in one way or another to the high standard which
he set and the invaluable work which he did in the Roman side
of its inquiries. Succeeding to the family estate on his father's
death, for some years he retained his professorship; but after an
active period of war-work with the Serbian Relief Fund he settled
down at Rock for good, and divided his time between Romano-
British archaeology and farming. On both subjects he soon
became a leading authority. Everything that he did was done
with a characteristic mixture of throughness and a kind of light-
ness of heart, or at least of manner and touch; there has, surely,
never lived an archaeologist so learned who was so little of a
pedant; and everyone who came into contact with him during
the later years of his life must have been fascinated, and at times
awed, by the depth and solidity of his knowledge, the independ-
ence of his judgment, the integrity of his standards, and the
nimbleness of his wit. In discussing high and serious matters
of archaeology with him, one never knew when his face, evidently
quite against his will, would begin to be suffused with an expression
like a summer dawn, and he would come out with a comment on
some exquisitely funny aspect of the subject. At the same time,
like other men with a well-developed and well-exercised sense
of humour, he had a perfectly serious mind, inflexibly business-
like, entirely unselfish, and tireless in taking trouble for the good
of others and for the advancement of knowledge. He joined
our Society in 1923, and was so obvious an addition to our strength
that in 1925 he was elected a Vice-President; and on more than
one occasion he served the interests of the Society in important
matters demanding a high degree of tact and self-abnegation.
His self-abnegation indeed was of such a quality, that colleagues
who had come almost unconsciously to rely upon him for clearing
up difficulties of every kind only discovered by degrees the true
extent of the loss they had suffered by his death. He leaves
behind him the memory of a man entirely trusted, deeply
honoured, and greatly beloved.

By the death of DR. J. R. FORD, which occurred at Yealand
Conyers on October 21st, 1934, at the age of 9o, we have lost one
of our oldest and most valued members.

Mr. Ford joined our Society in 1884. He was elected a member
of Council in 1904 and a Vice-President in 1914. In 1927 the
Hon. Membership of the Society was conferred on him as a mark
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of appreciation of his services, and in 1922 he was made an
Hon. LL.D. of the Leeds University.

Of late years, on account of failing health, he had not been able
to attend many of our meetings, but continued to the very end
to take the greatest interest in the affairs of the Society. He had
a wonderful fund of knowledge of local history which he was
always ready to place at the disposal of any enquirer, and this,
added to a keen sense of humour and a very kindly nature, made
him a delightful companion to all who came in touch with him,
and he is greatly missed by his neighbours and friends of all
classes.

He edited the Beetham Repository, compiled by the Rev.
William Hutton in 177o, and discovered the original MS. of
Lucas's History of Warton, which he edited in conjunction with
Mr. I. A. Fuller Maitland, F.S.A.

Amongst other contributions to our proceedings he wrote
articles on " Leighton Furnace," " The Customary Tenant Rights
of the Manor of Yealand," and " Borwick Hall."

His last paper, a note on the Beetham Tomb, was read at
Beetham Church on our Autumn Meeting in 1933 by the writer
of these notes.

Mr. FRANK BELLINGHAM POLLITT, of Larch How, Kendal, who
died after an operation in a London nursing home on October 2 ist,
1 934, at the age of 61 years, was from 1893, until five years ago,
owner of The Westmorland Gazette, upon the disposal of which
newspaper to the Starmer Group, he became proprietor of Messrs..
Titus Wilson and Son, the well-known Kendal firm of printers and
publishers. Educated at Heversham Grammar School, Mr.
Pollitt entered upon a business career at an early age, residing
throughout his life in Kendal, in the affairs of which town he ever
took an active interest. A thorough sportsman he excelled in his
earlier years, both in football and cricket, and was throughout his
life a keen fisherman As proprietor of Messrs. Titus Wilson and
Son, he took an active interest in the printing and publishing of
our Society's Transactions in the preparation of which for the press
his ready co-operation will be missed. He had been a member
of the Society since 1928. He is survived by his wife, eldest
daughter of the late Mr. Joseph Jordan, of Greenside, a son and
two daughters.

Mr. Alderman JOHN ROBERT NUTTALL, O.B.E., of Thornfield,
Lancaster, who died at Chorlton, Manchester, on May 27th, 1935,
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aged 8o, was for many years identified with the public life of
Lancaster. Born at Bury, Mr. Nuttall, came to Lancaster in
1872, and from the first took an active part in all that concerned
the welfare of the town of his adoption. He became a member of
the Town Council in 1905, and was Mayor in 1921-22. As
Chairman of the Committee of the Storey Institute, he rendered
invaluable services to the community and since 1923 was chair-
man of the Education Committee. He was chairman also of the
governors of the Girls' School and of the Royal Grammar School.
Special thanks are due to him as having been one of the chief
promoters of Lancaster's excellent museum in the improvement
of which he always took a keen interest. He did much to foster
the local interest in history and archaeology, was a Fellow of the
Royal Historical Society, a member of the Lancashire and
Cheshire Archaeological Society and a member of our own Society
since 1905. On more than one occasion when our members have
visited Lancaster they have been indebted to him for descriptions
of local places of antiquarian interest, the last occasion being in
September, 1933, when he described Lancaster Castle and Hey-
sham Church. He married the daughter of the late Mr. Alderman
John Hill, ex-mayor of Bradford, who predeceased him, and is
survived by a son and a daughter.

Mr. RICHARD HEYWOOD THOMPSON, of Nunwick Hall, near
Penrith, who died on June 1 ith, 1935, aged 85, was High Sheriff
of Cumberland in 1904-5, a county magistrate of long standing
and a county councillor and alderman. He was also president of
the Penrith Cottage Hospital, succeeding the late Lord Brougham
and Vaux in that capacity. He took an active interest in the
Tullie House Museum at Carlisle and was for many years an
honorary member of its Committee. His loss will be widely
regretted and the kindly interest he took in all that concerned the
welfare of the county missed by all his fellow workers. He
became a member of our Society in 1920.

Mr. GORDON WORDSWORTH, who died at his home, Stepping
Stones, Rydal, on July 8th, 1935, at the age of 75. The death of
Mr. Wordsworth, who was the grandson of William Wordsworth,
the poet, severs yet another link between us and the days of the
Lake Poets. Mr. Wordsworth may well be said to have inherited
his grandfather's affection for the scenery, history and traditions
of the Lake District. All lovers of that beautiful portion of our
country have reason to be grateful for the gift which, in con-
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junction with Mr. A. C. Benson, he made to the nation of land at
the top of Scafell. One of his latest acts was to give to the
National Trust, the beautiful tract of land at Rydal, known as
" Dora's Field," which he had tended for over 4o years, when
its amenities were threatened by the proposed construction
through its midst of a by-pass road.

He became a member of our Society in 1904, and always took a
keen interest in its activities. All who took part in the summer
excursion of 1933 will remember the delightful address he gave to
our members at Dove Cottage. The next direct descendant of
the poet is Mr. William Wordsworth, son of the late Mr. Gordon
Wordsworth's brother, Reginald, who lives in Ireland.

Mr. EDWARD CONDER, F.S.A., of Terry Bank, Old Town,
Kirkby Lonsdale and Conigree Court, Newent, Gloucester, died in
August, 1934, was an old and distinguished member of our Society
which he joined in 1883.

Mrs. W. L. FLETCHER, of Stoneleigh, Workington, a member of
our Society since 1924.

Mrs. ALICE GODSON, of Slurring Crags, Windermere, a member
of our Society since 1927.
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