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ART. VIII.—Early Settlements near the head of Ullswater. 
By THOMAS HAY. 

Read at Durham, September loth, 1935• 

THESE early settlements first came to my notice three 
or four years ago when I was doing some geological 

work around the shores of Ullswater. But this year, 
and last year too, the visit of the Royal Commission for 
Historical Monuments to Westmorland has given an 
added interest to the matter. Of the ten sites recorded 
here, Mr. R. E. Porter has seen four and Mr. G. E. 
Chambers, of this Commission, has seen all but one. 

The reason that so many of these interesting relics 
exist unrecorded in this holiday area is probably to be 
found in the fact that, during that part of the year when 
most people are about, these places are nearly all covered 
deep in bracken. The time to see them is between 
Christmas and the middle of May. 

The remains in themselves are insignificant. Those who 
visited Millrigg last year will remember that there was 
not a great deal to be seen above ground. But, neverthe-
less, these sites are intriguing from the fact that we know 
so little about their inhabitants. The various settlements 
differ a good deal in size. Some are comparable with 
Millrigg, while several seem adequate simply for the 
housing of single families. Amongst the larger ones are 
those near Hartsop Hall, Dalehead in Bannerdale, 
Deepdale Bridge, and one in Glencoin. 

A noticeable feature in the sites is that many of them 
occupy morainic ground, which is not only drier than the 
surrounding fell, but is rounded and moundy and so 
inclined to throw off the water in several directions. 
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72 	EARLY SETTLEMENTS NEAR ULLSWATER. 

Where the ruinous condition of the ancient walling 
allows the thickness to be observed, the latter is generally 
seen to be 4 or 5 ft., and different from modern walling 
from the fact that the construction is made of undressed 
and even unsplit stones. Sometimes a few orthostats 
are left in position on each side of the wall, with the space 
visible that was occupied by more rubbly material. 

The elevation, at which these sites are found, is interest-
ing. They lie at heights varying from 55o to z,000 ft. 
above the sea. A decrease in height above the sea is 
noticeable as we proceed up the main Ullswater valley 
towards the centre of the district. For example, three 
sites in Glencoin Park are at loo or 800 ft., and another 
in the same locality at 980. In Deepdale the site is at 
an elevation of about 56o ft., while that near Hartsop 
Hall, further up this valley still, is at the same height, 
and is really on the valley bottom with sufficient allow-
ance for keeping the settlement clear of water. The big 
settlement at Threlkeld is at 1,000 ft., and thus we see 
there is a progressive decrease in the height of these 
settlements as we enter the recesses of the fells. 

If this result is not merely accidental in this particular, 
it probably depends upon the following two considerations 
in selecting a site : 

z. The necessity of getting a dry place, and these 
moundy morainic sites often occur nearer the valley 
bottoms as we ascend further into the centre of the 
district. 

2. The desire to avoid the rigours involved by going 
higher up on the fells. 

The actual valley bottoms must have been tangled 
swamps in many cases. 

There are a few other points which are of interest : 
z. The number of these settlements within a small . 

area shows that the number of people of this particular 
type must have been considerable. 
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EARLY SETTLEMENTS NEAR HEAD OF ULLSWATER. 	July 1, 1935 

Name. I 	Ordnance Survey 
6 in. map. 

Height 
in ft. 

Nature. Size. Walling, &c. Other Details. 

Hartsop Hall 
(near) 

West'd. XIX N.E. 
f mile S. of Hall. 

56o Hamlet Large area 
155 	X 	135 yds. 

	

Enclosing wall, 	several 
circles, 	large 	stone 
mound. 

Huge erratics—hence called " Druid Stones." 
Splendid situation between Kirkstone and 
Hartsop Becks. 

Bannerdale West'd. 	XII 	S.E. 
Foot of Heck Crag. 

98o Large 
Hamlet 

Large area 
descending to 

Bannerdale Beck. 

Many 	circles, 	some 
orthostats 	on 	both 
sides of wall. 

Nót measured yet—most interesting site, 
—on moraine mounds. 

Glemara Park West'd. 	XII 	S.E. 
1 	in. S.S.W. from 
Ford on Hag Beck. 

86o Hamlet Very 	irregular. 
70 	X 	5o yds. 

No 	enclosing wall, 	4 
very irregular circles. 

	

On moraine mounds. 	Very irregular rough 
sloping 	situation 	altered 	by 	charcoal 
burners. 

Deepdale 

	

West'd. 	XII 	S.E. 
Very edge of sheet, 
S. 	of 	Deepdale 
Bridge. 

56o Hamlet Not surveyed. Enclosing 	wall 	and 
circles. 

Greatly cut up by later walls and cattle shed. 
One 	or 	two 	orthostats, 	many surface 
indications further W. which need investi-
gation. 

Glencoin Park 
No. 1 

Cumb'd. LXV S.E. 
Near Swan Beck. 

800 Family 6o yds. long. Enclosing 	wall, 	plat- 
form and hollow. 

Platform on the level with built-up embank- 
ment. 	Drift-covered slope. 

Glencoin Park 
No. 2 

Cumb'd. LXV S.E. 
Middle Swan Beck. 

800 3 circles 40 X 	3o yds. Enclosing wall and 3 
circles. 

Built-up embankment. 	This and last are 
on old track. 

Glencoin Park 
No. 3 

Cumb'd. LXV S.E. 
Far 	Swan 	Beck. 

70o Farm 6o X 6o yds. Enclosing wall platform. Great hollow—built-up embankment, rough 
pitching. 	Fragment of Penrith sandstone 
found here. 

Glencoin Park 
No. 4 

Cumb'd. LXV S.E. 
30o yds. N.W. of 

Ormathwaite Barn. 

1000 Small 
Hamlet 

85 X 	4o yds. Enclosing 	wall 	and 
traces of circles. 

On a natural shelf with magnificent view of 
Ullswater. 	Altered 	by 	later 	wall—old 
track. 

Glencoin Park 
No. 5 

West'd. XII N.W. 
30o yds. W. of Glen- 
coin Cottages (sel-
dom seen). 

90o Family Small rect'r. 
house. 

2-Roomed house, Scandi- 
navian ? type. 

Some 	very old 	big block walling near. 
On moraines at foot of Black Crag. 

Sandwick West'd. XII N.E. 
i in. N.W. of B.M. 

I142 

boo Small 
Circle 

One small circle 
6 yds. diam. 

Small circle. Near fine set of peat tracks (5). 	Some of 
latter 15 ft. deep. 

Facing p. 72. 
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2. In the lowest-down Glencoin Park settlement, I 
found one piece of Penrith sandstone. This was a 
surprise, for otherwise there is nothing near these settle-
ments but the native igneous rocks of the Borrowdale 
series. But quite possibly this one piece of a foreign 
rock may be a piece of a broken quern. 

3. One or two of the sites have points of contact with 
local lore, e.g. the Hartsop Hall settlement is referred to 
sometimes as the " Druid Stones," owing to the fact that 
there are here, both inside and outside the settlement, 
some very large erratic boulders. In the case of the 
Deepdale site, I have heard from two sources, at least, 
that it is where " old Deepdale Hall " used to be. So far 
as I can find out, there never was any " old Deepdale 
Hall," and this is a case of an explanation devised to 
suit the facts. 

4. In a previous paragraph, reference was made to 
climate, and one is tempted to think of these occupants 
of our dales as existing under climatic conditions exactly 
similar to ours. But this is not quite certain or necessary. 
Meteorologists declare that climate has varied a good 
deal since the cessation of the Ice Age. Not to burden 
these notes with too much detail, let me mention only 
two cases. There appears to have been a very distinctly 
better climate in Western Europe—the Climatic 
Optimum—sometime about the end of the Neolithic 
Lake Dwelling period. Those who tramp these fells 
know that remains of trees are found in the peats at 
high elevations where trees cannot grow now. Much later 
on there seems to have been another fine period about 
the gth and loth centuries A.D. when the freedom 
from bad storms and floating ice enabled the Norsemen 
to execute those exciting visits to our shores and even 
much further afield. It is just possible that this variation 
may have had something to do with the comparatively 

 
tcwaas_002_1936_vol36_0010



74 
	

EARLY SETTLEMENTS NEAR ULLSWATER. 

high positions occupied by some of these sites. It was 
Dr. S. E. Hollingworth who made this suggestion. 

5. In one case near Sandwick, a circular foundation 
exists close beside the most elaborate set of peat tracks 
that I have seen in this area. These peat tracks were 
probably in use recently, but, from their extensive nature, 
they may be very old. Was this hut circle merely a 
half-way peat shelter or was there even in those old days 
some division of labour ? 

Many of the sites have been utilised later on by char-
coal burners. This has, of course, obliterated some of 
the old marks and made things more difficult. Nearly 
all are either traversed by or in close proximity to old 
foot tracks which are still used to a certain extent at the 
present day. 

6. Besides the work involved in the walling, there is 
another feature in the case of three of the settlements 
in Glencoin Park. Considerable labour has been taken 
to build up a frontal battered embankment so as to provide 
a level platform. In addition to this, in the case of two of 
these settlements, there are curious hollows. One of these 
is of great size and must have involved a lot of labour. 
All these facts give one the impression that these settle-
ments are the homes of a permanently settled people and 
not the temporary habitations of nomads or annual 
visitors. 

7. Nearly 6o years ago, Mr. Clifton Ward, one of the 
most distinguished Lakeland geologists, contributed a 
paper on prehistoric sites to our Transactions. He also 
left in the Keswick Museum a map showing all the sites 
that he had noticed. In the area under consideration 
now, there are only two such sites marked. One is at 
Coombs near Sandwick, which is another settlement on 
moundy morainic ground, and the other is in a situation 
in Dovedale, where neither Mr. Phillips, of the Royal 
Commission, nor I can find anything. But I fancy it is a 
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mistake in mapping, and that Clifton Ward really meant 
to chart the Hartsop Hall site. The places are not far 
apart and the situations are in many ways similar. 
I do not know whether such a map is under construction 
now, but it would be interesting to have such a large-scale 
map compiled and kept at Tullie House so that one could 
easily see what sites had been recorded. 
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