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ART. XV.—Roman Finds at Voreda. By Lieut.-Colonel 
O. H. NORTH, D.S.O., F.S.A. 

ON Sept. 27th, 135, motoring on the Penrith-Carlisle 
 road, I found road work in progress opposite the 

northern end of the Roman Fort at Voreda, and I con-
tinued to visit the site until it was finished. The work had 
been in progress for some time previous to my first visit, 
and a Roman well had been discovered in the middle of 
the road, zoo yards north of the station. Unfortunately 
it has been filled in before I saw it. I wish it could have 
been excavated. However the dimensions had been 
taken and were as follows, 3 ft. 6 ins. diameter, made of 
3 ins. thick Lazonby flagstones. The foreman told me 
he had pushed a rod 8 feet down the well, but one cannot 
say how much deeper it went. The work in progress was 
a levelling of the road by removing one of the humps that 
occurred in it. Most of this mound seemed to be composed 
of Roman material. 

Apparently there had been a drain to carry the water 
from the well, as I found 4 stones, 3 of them in position, 
leading from the well in a northerly direction. They were 
large stones 2 to 3 foot long with a channel chiselled 
along to top to carry the water. 

There were quantities of building stones, some of them 
very large. One in particular was part of a doorway, and 
had the pivot hole for a door, with a curved groove for 
getting it into place. Two other stones showed pivot 
holes. 

There was one complete quern with top and bottom 
stones and with portions of others. Fig. o. 

There was also a quantity of pottery which is described 
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FIG. o.—QUERN AND MILLSTONES. 
To face p. 132. 

 
tcwaas_002_1936_vol36_0017
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later ; the Samian ware by Mr. T. A. Stanfield, to whom I 
am also indebted for the excellent drawings of the 
decorated ware, and the coarse ware by Mr. Eric Birley, 
F.S.A. 

I watched the work throughout on behalf of the 
Cumberland Excavation Committee, and had the greatest. 

assistance from the County Surveyor, Mr. G. O. Lockwood, 
and the Divisional Main Road Surveyor, Mr. S. B. Richard-
son. Both these gentlemen were most helpful and 
obliging in every way, as was also the foreman Mr. 
Thompson, who most unfortunately had a stroke when 
the work was nearly completed, and died the next day. 

I came to the conclusion, from the mass of material on 
the site, and the well in the middle of the road, that the 
Roman road opposite the fort did not follow exactly the 
line of the present road, but must have been further away 
from the Camp. This fact was noted by Professor 
Haverfield (N.s. xiii, p. I9), where he mentions a well 
under the road, but I do not know if it was the same one 
that we found. The only pottery previously recorded 
from Voreda consists of a few fragments I found on the 
opposite side of the fort in 1934,  described by Mr. Birley 
in N.S. xxxiv, p. 217, so I hope that the present finds may 
add something to our knowledge of this site. 

Coins. The following 7 coins were found, 2 silver 
denarii, and 5  3rd Bronzes. 

I Hadrian A.D. 117-138. 
I Antoninus Pius A.D. 138-161. 
2 Commodus A.D. 177-192. 
1 Julia Domna (wife of Septimus Severus) A.D. 217 
1 Tetricus I or II about A.D. 270. 

2nd or 3rd century. 
Bronze. 1. A head and shoulders of a cupid looking 

over his right shoulder, with a ring and 3 links of a chain 
attached. This had formed the weight of a Steel Yard 
(fig. 1). Fig. IA shows the principle of a Roman Steel 
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FIG. Ia. 
ROMAN STEEL YARD. 
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FIG. I. 
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FIG. 2. 
ROMAN FINDS AT VOREDA. 

To face p. 135. 
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Yard. It is taken from a drawing in " Everyday Life in 
Roman Briton," by M. and C.H.B. Quennell, where a full 
description of a Steel Yard is given. 

2. The handle of a skillet (fig. 2) of the type of which 
the manufacture seems to have centred in Campania. 

Pottery. I found 5 pieces of pottery roughly chipped 
into discs, probably used in some game or as counters. I 
have noticed them on other Roman sites; also a spindle 
whorl. 

One Mortarium not described by Mr. Birley had a 
maker's stamp on it (fig. 3) . 

vfi 
FIG. 3. 

SAMIAN WARE FROM VOREDA. 
By J. A. STANFIELD. 

The Samian ware is all of second century date, ranging 
from about 120 A.D. to the end of the century. 

The following plain forms are represented:— 
Form 18/31 and 31. Over forty fragments which 

belong to either one form or the other, including three with 
rouletted ring in interior. One bears a mock stamp (fig. 
19) and another a fragmentary stamp which may be read 
I(VLLI)NVS of Lezoux, and dated to the Antonine 
period (fig. 16) . 

Form 27. Two pieces, one of Hadrianic date, and the 
other later (Antonine) since the upper part of the wall, 
usually markedly convex, is much flattened in contour. 

Form 33. Sixteen fragments, including two stamps, 
viz., IVLLINI. OF (fig. 15) and (probably) (AL)BINV 
(S.F) (fig. 17). 
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136 	 ROMAN FINDS AT VOREDA. 

Curie Form 21. One fragment, similar to that illus-
trated by Oswald and Pryce (TERRA SIGILLATA, 1920, 
plate LXXIII-4) and ungritted inside. Antonine. 

Form 32. One fragment which may be dated to about 
the end of the second century. 

Form 45. Four fragments, one showing traces of the 
lion-mask spout and the usual incised lines where the mask 
was applied. Late second century. 

Form 38. Portion of footstand very like that figured 
by Oswald and Pryce (op. cit. plate LXXII-7 from Pan 
Rock). It is stamped by CAMBVS of Lezoux (fig. 18) and 
may be roundly dated to the second half of the second 
century. 

Walters 79. One fragment—Antonine. 
Of the decorated ware, two fragments are parts of the 

bases of form 3o, coarse and thick, of Antonine date. Too 
little of the decoration remains for a drawing. 

All the rest are fragments (about thirty-five in number) 
of form 37, the Central Gaulish specimens outnumbering 
those from East Gaul by about four or five to one. 

All the decorated pottery illustrated is of form 37. 
Fig. 1. Central Gaulish ware. Date : early Hadrianic. 
By an anonymous potter whose work is well distributed 

over Britain. The free leaves with recurved stalks are a 
common means of decoration with this potter, also a small 
S-shaped double spiral which, however, does not appear on 
the present fragment. The figures are Apollo, D. 52, 
Mercury, D. 290, part of the Neptune, D. 14 and a small 
Venus, D. 175. 

Fig. 2. Lezoux ware. Date : early Hadrianic. Ovolo, 
similar to that occurring on bowls by the potter 
ATTIANVS. 

Fig. 3. Lezoux ware, signed BVTRIO. Date : Trajan-
Hadrian. A charteristic example of this potter's work, as 
demonstrated by the ovolo, the single ridge a little more 
that half-way down the bowl, the masks supported by 
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138 	ROMAN FINDS AT VOREDA. 

baluster ornaments and wavy lines, and the figures, which 
are the draped woman D. 548 and Mercury D. 337. 

Fig. 4. Lezoux ware. Date : Antonine. A fragment 
which may be by either of the potters DOECCVS or 
CASVRIVS, since both used the free leaflet and the 
acanthus calyx in a cup. There is no evidence at present, 
however, that Casurius used the running Cupid D. 230, 
so that the bowl would more likely be by DOECCVS. 

Fig. 5. Lezoux ware. Date : Hadrianic. The full 
decoration of this fragment was a large scroll in the upper 
concavities of which were large stalked leaves (a portion 
of one leaf is seen to the left) and in the lower or arched 
concavities human figures of which portions of two occur, 
viz., Hercules, D. 443  and Venus, D. 173. Style of 
BANVUS, IVLLINVS or MERCATOR. 

Fig. 6. Lezoux ware. Date : Hadrian-Antonine. The 
ovolo is of the squarish kind found on bowls by 
IVLLINVS. Panel decoration demarcated by rows of 
fairly large beads. Part of an eagle, similar to but rather 
smaller than D. 981. To the right a double festoon 
containing a hare, the reverse of D. 950a. 

Fig. 7. Lezoux ware. Date : Antonine. Free style. 
Part of the stag D. 852 and the top of a leaf used by both 
DOECCVS and CASVRIVS. Here again the bowl was 
probably by the former potter as the stag has not yet been 
found in the work of CASURIUS. 

Fig. 8. Lezoux ware. Date : Hadrian. Ovolo used 
by several potters, e.g., CENSORINVS, PATERNVS, etc. 

Fig. 9. East Gaulish ware. Date : Antonine. Part of 
large leaf with awkwardly bent stalk, in the stylé of 
COBNERTVS. 

Fig. io. Lezoux ware. Date : Hadrian. The figure 
D. 657 was used by so many potters that it is difficult to 
ascribe the piece, but generally it resembles the work of 
IVLLINVS. 

Fig. 11. Lezoux ware. Date : Hadrian. All that 
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remains is the little Cupid D. 238 used by LIBERVTS, 
but the fragment is later than the work of that potter. 

Fig. 12. Rheinzabern ware. Date: Antonine. The 
figures are, to the left, Ludowici's M. 178, used by IANVS, 
CERIALIS, and COMITIALIS, and, to the right M. 175b 
used by the potters IANVS, CERIALIS, MAMMILIANVS 
ARVERNICVS, IVVENIS, IVLIVS, HELENIVS, 
VICTORINVS and REGINVS. 

Fig. 13. Rheinzabern ware. Date : Antonine. The 
animal is Ludowici's T. 158 used by FIRMVS, MAM-
MILIANVS, IVLIVS, VERECUNDVS, PERPETVS, 
REGINVS and AUGUSTINVS. 

Fig. 14. Rheinzabern ware. Date : Hadrian. Almost 
certainly by the potter IANVS whose characteristic 
ovolo, circle with " dog-tooth " incisions and large 
rosette are all present. See Ludowici R. II for the ovolo 
and rosette and K . 113 for the chevron circle. 

THE COARSE POTTERY. 
By ERIC BIRLEY, M.A., F.S.A. 

With the exception of five pieces, which are discussed in 
some detail below, there is nothing of particular note in 
the collection of coarse pottery from Old Penrith that has 
been submitted to me for examination. Cooking-pots 
include two or three that seem to belong to the second 
century rather than the third, and as many whose outbent 
rims or oblique hatching in narrow bands (as Birdoswald* 
19) show that they are to be assigned to the first half of 
the fourth century; there are only two Huntcliff-type 
vessels represented, and the one rim-section is of simple 
form, without internal groove or external shoulder. 
Platters are mainly of second-century types ; there are 
half a dozen with flat rims (as Birdoswald 65-78), one with 

* Birdoswald = the report on the pottery from the excavations of 1929, in 
Transactions, N.S. xxx; the numbers refer to the types there figured and 
discussed. 
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140 	 ROMAN FINDS AT VOREDA. 

a roll-rim (as Birdoswald 8o), and one each with flanged 
rim and single-reeded rim, in the same cooking-pot fabric ; 
the latter pair may be assigned to the third century. 
Mortaria are numerous ; there are four hammer-heads, 
one in third-century red fabric, the rest in the hard whitish 
ware, with fine black grit, that is characteristic of the 
fourth century (as Birdoswald II-12) ; three have roll-rims, 
of types assignable to the period A.D. 150-300 (more than 
half the rim of the latest looking of these is preserved, 
with a rivet-hole in one fragment) ; there is one wall-sided 
piece, and two or three other late types are represented ; 
one vessel, of which two rim-fragments are preserved, has 
an almost flat rim, with bead rising slightly above it, and 
but for its fabric and grit might have been taken for a 
pre-Hadrianic type. Part of a flanged bowl, imitating 
Dr. 38, in hard blue-grey ware (cf. Birdoswald 92-6), 
perhaps the latest piece in the whole series, and what 
appears to be the nose from a large face-jar in softish 
brown ware complete the list of types that deserve a 
notice ; jugs and jars in brown ware of various degrees of 
hardness are well represented, but by inconsiderable 
fragments that give no clue to dating, and there is little 
Castor Ware. 
• Five pieces seem to require fuller discussion. (I) a 
rim-fragment from a reddish-brown bowl, imitating Dr. 
29, with sparse rouletting below the rim ; the type 
occurred frequently at Wroxeter,* where Mr. Bushe-Fox 
assigned it to the period A.D. 80-120, noting that it 
appeared to be more common in the latter part of the 
first century than in the beginning of the second : "sit is 
doubtful if they last far into the reign of Hadrian." 
(2) A small rim-fragment, in rather finer and harder fabric 
comes from another imitation of Dr. 29 : insufficient is 
preserved to show if it ever bore rouletting. (3) A rim-
fragment from a flanged bowl, of the same type as 

* 1912 report, fig. 17, 7 and p. 70 
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Birdoswald 59 but in a rather harder fabric; a somewhat 
similar vessel, from Caerleon, is dated by Mr. Nash-
Williams circa A.D. 7O-IIO.*  (q.) The rim of a carinated 
bowl, with faint reeding (as Birdoswald 68), again in a 
fairly hard reddish brown ware. (5) A rim-fragment from 
a reddish-brown cooking-pot, with two horizontal grooves 
below the slight neck; the type is paralleled by several 
pieces from the pre-Hadrianic deposits at Chesterholm. 

These five pieces seem definitely earlier than the time of 
Hadrian, and might well indicate that there had been 
occupation of the site under Traj an or even in the closing 
years of the first century; but I think that a larger series 
of pre-Hadrianic types will be required, before so early an 
occupation of Old Penrith (however likely it may be) can 
be taken as proved; for such pieces might have continued 
in use into the early years of Hadrian, as the parallels from 
Birdoswald show. 

* Archaeologia Cambrensis 1929, no. 98, fig. 33 and p. 54. 
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