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PUBLICATIONS OF THE YEAR. 

" The Registers of St. Andrew's Parish Church, Penrith, 
Volume I, 1556-1604," transcribed by Col. Francis Haswell, 
C.I.E., M.D., indexed by Charles S. Jackson, Esq., Yanwath. 
Privately printed for the Parish Register Section of the Cumber-
land and Westmorland Antiquarian Society (pp. 206; uniform 
with the series of which it forms vol. xxvi). 

With their usual and highly commendable punctuality the 
Parish Register Committee have published the first instalment 
of what is likely to prove one of the most interesting of their 
annual volumes. The parish of St. Andrew's, Penrith, has 
played so important a part in the history of Cumberland, and so 
many prominent families of that county have been at one time 
or another connected with it, that its register must appeal to a 
wide circle of readers. The publication of this bulky register 
will take several printed volumes to complete, and Col. Haswell 
in his preface expresses the hope that subscribers will continue 
to afford their generous help to an enterprise of such importance 
to all local genealogists. 

The first part of the register consists of a transcript of older 
sheets by William Walleis, the Vicar, who wrote at the beginning 
the title :—" A trewe copye of the Register booke of Penrith of 
all Christenings, Marriage and Burialls beginninge in the yere 
of our Lord God 1556, written parchment, by me Willm Walleis, 
vicarius quonda." As Walleis was only appointed Vicar about 
1575, we have reason to be thankful to him for preserving records 
which might otherwise have been lost. The first volume of 
registers was probably put together by Dr. Hugh Todd when he 
was Vicar, about 1720. 

Beneath the date Sept. 22, 1597, is the ominous statement, 
" Here begonne the plague (God Punishmet) in Penrth," and 
the numerous records of burials, some of them on the feliside, 
which follow bear eloquent witness to the terrible nature of the 
disaster which plunged that town in mourning, until, under the 
date of the following Jan. 6th, comes the welcome entry, " Here 
ended the visitation." There is an unusually copious supply of 
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miscellaneous information including records of Scottish raids 
in the neighbourhood, of a conspiracy in London, of sermons 
preached on certain occasions and of appointments of church-
wardens. John Haistye when he was inducted Vicar, in. 16oí 
made an inventory of the furniture of the Vicarage. " At w'ch 
time," he stated, " I found in the Vicarage those heirlooms as 
followeth :—Imprimis, one brasse potte, an old chopborde, one 
table, one forme, on which was a brewing lead, the brewing lead 
was all cut in peeces by the Scots souldiers to make bullets of." 

Among the family names occurring most frequently in the 
register are those of Allinson, Askew, Anderson, Bartram, Bell, 
Birkbeck, Brisby, Brown, Carleton, Clerk, Dawson, Dixon, 
Dobson, Elwood, Gibson, Harrison, Herd, Hodgson, Holme, 
Hutton, Jackson, Johnson, Kitching, Lancaster, Musgrave, 
Nelson, Nicholson, Robinson, Salkeld, Simpson, Stephenson, 
Tarn, Threlkeld, Todd, Walker, Wallis, Watson, Wilkinson and 
Wood. There are interesting references to local villages and to 
the old streets of Penrith. 

Both transcriber and indexer have performed their task with 
their wonted skill and accuracy, and this new volume will make a 
valuable addition to the library of the local historian. 

" An Autobiography," by R. G. Collingwood, Waynflete 
Professor of Metaphysical Philosophy at the University of Oxford. 
Oxford University Press, 1939. 7s. 6d. 

This little book, written by our late president, whose resignation 
owing to ill-health of an office he filled in so distinguished a manner 
we must all profoundly deplore, will be read with deep interest 
by members of a society whose interests he served so well and in 
whose affection and esteem he will always occupy a prominent 
place. Though in this autobiography Professor Collingwood 
deals rather with the story of the evolution of his philosophical 
ideas than with the incidents of his career, there are many allusions 
to events and people connected with our own locality. We can 
follow the author's experiences from the time when as an infant 
he was taken by his father, our late revered president, Mr. W. G. 
Collingwood, in a tool-bag up to the excavations at Hard Knot. 

We have an interesting picture of his early studies at home 
under the guidance of his father, of the walks by which he gained 
his intimate knowledge of our district, and of his precociously 
early study of the German philosophers. An account of his school-
days at Rugby follows, with some interesting and very pertinent 
observations upon our English public school system of education, 
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and the rest of the book is devoted to a description of the writer's 
career at Oxford. Here we have traced for us the steps by which 
he advanced from the " realism " in vogue at Oxford when he 
first attended lectures there to his present independent meta-
physical outlook on life's problems. 

Archaeology the writer regards as one means to an end, and 
his remarks upon the proper correlation of that science with other 
branches of study are of particular interest as coming from the 
pen of one who throughout his life has had such varied experience 
of field work. Naturally many of our readers will turn to the 
chapter on Roman Britain in the interpretation of which Professor. 
Collingwood has succeeded the late Professor Haverfield as the 
leading exponent. Here the writer re-states many of his well- 
known opinions and makes many interesting references to 
excavations of local interest. The book throughout is marked 
with the author's clarity of expression and originality of outlook. 
His many friends will wish him renewed health and strength to 
carry on his valuable work. 

" The Three Northern Counties of England, being some account. 
of the people, their country and their history," edited by Sir 
Cuthbert Hedlam, Bart., D.S.O. Northumberland Press, Ltd., 
Gateshead-upon-Tyne; 6s. 

In a preface to this handsome and remarkably cheap volume, 
Lord Eustace Percy claims that it is the first attempt to deal 
with the archaeology and history of the three counties of 
Northumberland, Durham and Cumberland as those of a district 
forming a single unit. The attempt is an interesting one, and 
Sir Cuthbert Hedlam and the Northern Area Conservative 
Women's Advisory Committee, on whose behalf the work has 
been undertaken, are to be congratulated upon the success of 
their venture and upon the eminence of the authorities who have 
kindly written the various sections of the book. The work 
covers a wide field, and though naturally it must be difficult to 
deal with subjects so complicated in such limited space, most 
of the writers have succeeded in giving a remarkably clear general 
account of the present state of knowledge with regard to their 
own special department. 

A section dealing with the facts known about the racial settle-
ment of the district is followed by another by Dr. J. E. Hull 
upon its place-names. The origin of thirty-six Cumbrian place-
names is discussed in this article. 

The important subject of Prehistory is ably discussed by 
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W. Percy Hedley, F.S.A., and Miss Helena Heslop Harrison, 
M. Sc., contributes a deeply interesting account of the Folk-Lore 
of the three counties, in which one would like to see a few more 
references to old Cumberland customs. Of special interest to 
members of this society is the. article " Ancient Rome and 
Northern England " by our member, Mr. I. A. Richmond. In 
this article the writer deals with the most recent conclusions 
with respect to the relative dates of Hadrian's Wall and the 
Valium. 

Another important article is Mr. H. L. Honeyman's 
" Ecclesiastical and Military Architecture " to which is appended 
a short but useful bibliography. It should be added that an 
appendix to the book contains concise but very informative notes 
upon the chief architectural and archaeological features of many 
of the churches and castles of the three counties. 

To the Editor we are indebted for an interesting summary of 
the history of the district since 1603, and other sections dealing 
with modern aspects of the subject are " Agriculture " by Mr. 
Donald Scott; " Shipping and Ship-Building " by the Editor, 
assisted by " Blue Peter " of the Sunderland Echo and Mr. Herbert 
Shaw; and " History of Coal-Mining " by Mr. A. Wedgwood. 
Professor H. G. A. Hickling contributes an article upon the 
geology of the district, while Mr. John Craster and Mr. Stephen 
Marchant write upon its bird life, and Professor Harrison and 
Mr. G. W. Temperley on its flora. 

The book, which is admirably illustrated and provided with 
maps is tastefully produced, and its modest price should ensure 
it a welcome from a wide circle of readers. 
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