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ART. XV.—Local Government in Appleby in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. By the Rev. C. M. L. BOUCH, 
F.S.A. 

Read at Penrith, September 4th, 1951. 

THE body of this Article consists of extracts from the 
Corporation Minute Books and other muniments in 

the care of the Town Clerk of Appleby, relating to the 
period from 1660 to 1800. The extracts represent 
material that is of interest as illustrating the life and 
government of the town; the subdivisions, under which 
they have been grouped, are designed for the convenience 
of the reader. As this is not so much a history of Appleby 
during the period in question as a collection of material 
upon which such a history can be based, only a brief 
introduction seems necessary. 

The town was governed by a mayor, twelve aldermen 
and a Common Council of sixteen burgesses, who were 
assisted by a considerable body of officials, of whom a 
list is given on p. 153. The Corporation was elected by 
the freemen, who varied in number: in 1708 there were 
180, in 1795 only 84. Freemen were created by birth 
as a son of a freeman, by nomination of the mayor once 
in his term of office, or by purchase. 

On the whole, the impression given by a study of these 
records is that the town was efficiently and honestly 
governed. It was fortunate in having an assured income. 
The Metley and Gatley tolls produced X35 per annum 
in 1699, X69 in 1799; the stallage rose from £2. 6s. 8d. 
to £7. 17s. in this period, and various rents from 

 I2S. 8d. to X16. os. 8d. There was also an income 
for the repair of the church, school, bridge and moot 
hall, from a tenement at Temple Sowerby left by the 
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148 	LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN APPLEBY 

Lady Anne Clifford, who had also provided the town 
with almshouses for its poor women. Thus the credit 
side of the town's finances was often greater than the 
debit one. The balance was generally spent on Treats, 
an account of which will be found on p. 154. f. It will be 
seen how, in addition to the normal celebrations on 5 
November and Accession Day, money was spent on 
rejoicing at Marlborough's great victories—and how, by 
means of news-letters, early information of these victories 
was obtained, so that they could be celebrated both on 
the day when the news was received, and on the official 
Day of Thanksgiving afterwards. The climax came in 
the peace celebrations of 1713 : the year's accounts began 
with a credit balance of X25. 19s. 9d. and ended with a 
debit one of £1. 7s. 8d. The outcome seems to have 
been a really good row. Some of its results can be seen 
on p. 157; one was an order that in future a Book of 
Accounts be kept—previously the yearly balance-sheet 
had been included in the ordinary Minute Book unfortun-
ately the first volume of the new account-book is missing. 

The only other scandal of which we have evidence is 
the case of bribery reported on p. 152. 

A few words may be added about matters of special 
interest under the various sub-headings. 

Town Buildings: —Where is the King's picture, of 
which the frame was mended in 1706? It is not in the 
council chamber today. Most people will agree that it 
is a blessing that "the present town hall" was not pulled 
down in 1769. It is noticeable that some of the charges 
for the repairs of the church—leads, gate, windows and 
the like—were paid for out of the ordinary revenues, and 
not out of the Church Assessment. 

Markets: —The Town Council appears to have made 
every effort to check abuses and to ensure that the country 
people and the poor had a fair chance of getting food. 
A "planned economy" seems to have been known at 
Appleby before it was thought of in Whitehall. It seems 
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strange that the first mention of potatoes as market pro-
duce was as late as 1799. The entries about bull-baiting 
will be noted. 

Tolls : —The exemptions from these in other towns 
were, of course, among the most prized privileges of the 
corporation, and income received from them was the main 
source of the town's revenue. 

Horse and cattle show : —This was "to be advertised 
in the papers" in 175o, but no details are given.' 

Sunday Trading: —Many will sympathise with those 
who were not able any longer to visit their barber on 
the Lord's Day (p. 164). 

Sanitation : —Again we have the impression that the 
authorities were trying to do their best, though perhaps 
without the very keen co-operation of all the inhabitants 
of the town. 

Highways: —It will be noted that paving of the streets 
is mentioned in 1699, but this was probably a very rough 
affair; the new paving of the Town Street "with fell 
flags 4 ft. in breadth" (1756-64) presumably meant street-
paving as we understand it today. It must have been 
a matter of pride in the county capital that it had street 
lamps in 1764, three years before its rival Kendall; but 
who were "the evil minded persons" who broke them? 

Punishments: —The list of instruments possessed by 
the corporation reminds us of the savage laws of those 
days; note, in 1743, "a convenient place for burning 
criminals in the hand." 

Churchwardens' Account Book: —One such book, dat-
ing from 1696, is among the corporation muniments; its 
chief interest is in its evidence as to how the affairs of the 
parish church were governed. There were four church-
wardens, one each from Appleby, Colby, Burrells and 

In the Handlist of Newspapers by F. Barnes and J. L. Hobbs (this Society's 
Tract Series no. xiv, 1951), only two local papers are given which may have 
been appearing in that year, namely the Kendal Weekly Mercury (p. 8, no. 68) 
and the Whitehaven Weekly Courant (p. 13, no. 134)• 

2 C. Nicholson, The Annals of Kendal, 2nd ed. (1861), 29o. 
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Hoffe; but the Church Assessment appears to have been 
collected from five divisions, not four, namely Appleby; 
Scattergate and Burrells; Colby; Hoffe and Barwise; 
and Drybeck—and, most interesting of all, it seems to 
have been fixed by a kind of parochial church council, 
consisting of XVI Men who were quite distinct from the 
XVI who formed the Common Council. Bodies of XII-
XXIV Men, as controllers of the affairs of a parish, were 
very common in our district; but at Appleby we have two 
distinct bodies, one for the borough and the other for 
the parish church. The latter's duties were taken very 
seriously : in 1702, eight members were fined 2/6  for 
"having wilfully absented themselves not withstanding 
due notice". Judging from these accounts there must 
have been a curious overlapping between the corpora-
tion and the "church council" ; thus, in 1692 the former 
paid 3/6  for making "the church little gate", while in 
1705 the latter paid 6d. for "mending the church gates". 

My thanks are due to the Mayor and Corporation of 
Appleby for leave to go through their records; to the 
Town Clerk and his officials for their courtesy and help; 
and to Mr J. F. Whitehead for his various good offices. 

(1) THE MAYOR. 

	

1673. 	Whereas by ancient custom every mayor was at the 
charge of a dinner at Christmas to feast the aldermen, 
Common Council, and freemen of this borough which 
always proved very expensive and chargeable and 
yielded no advantage to any . . . it is consented unto 
by the mayor that in future he give 6, and the town 

which sums are yearly to be employed to purchase 
a free plate of 10 to be run for every year on Sand-
ford moore. 

	

1674. 	An order of 6 October 1623 that any one upon being 
elected mayor, who shall refuse to serve, shall pay, 
if an esquire, *io, if a gentleman, L5, if of any other 
degree, 3. 6s. 8d. be  reaffirmed, with the addition 
of "or a small sum according to their respective 
qualities". 
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99. 	With reference to a former order that Io be paid to 
the mayor yearly "towards the discharge of all treats", 
now ordered that in future this sum be added to the 
borough's revenue and the latter to stand all treats. 

	

1703. 	A bagg for the mayor's bible 2s. 9d. 

	

1705. 	String to Mr mayor's bible cover 2d. 

	

1772. 	The mayor from henceforth to be paid L2o for all 
expenses and not charged with either expenses of 
choosing officers, calling fairs, treating on the king's 
birthday or for any money given to the poor. 

	

1782. 	A sum of XI3. 7s. I'd. paid for the mayor's dinner 
mentioned. 

(2) THE COMMON COUNCIL. 
(The first of the entries under this heading is evidently about 

something that was considered important. But the order re-
ferred to—of 27 Sept.—is not given in the Minutes of that 
date. Thus it is not very clear what was the issue at stake). 

	

1714. 	We, the Common Council called the Sixteen of the 
said borough, whose names are hereunto subscribed 
and the Grand Jury sworn at the Court Leet this 25 
Oct. 1714 do protest against the order of 27 Sept. so 
far as prejudicial to the free burgesses of this borough 
and to the custom, ancient and laudable, of the right 
of the Common Council to elect and choose a mayor 
out of the aldermen and also to fill up any vacancy 
of an alderman or anyone of the Common Council; 
and that the mayor and aldermen have not, nor have 
had, any manner of right to intermeddle in such 
election unless the Common Council be equally 
divided in such election, and do hereby vacate and 
make void the said order so far as it is prejudicial to 
such common right; and passing and allowing the 
accounts of this borough by the mayor in the presence 
of the aldermen, Common Council and burgesses. 

	

1723. 	Order displacing three members of the Common Coun- 
cil "for not inhabiting within the said borough (that 
is to say) within the liberties of the mace" at the 
time of their election. 

	

1724. 	Writ from the Court of King's Bench ordering their 
reinstatement. Order restoring them and displacing 
those elected in their place. 
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1714. 	Order to serjeant at mace to secure Thomas Harrison, 
one of the Common Council, to appear to shew cause 
why he should not be removed from the said office 
on account of bribes received by him that he would 
give his voice in a certain way in the election of 
officers of the said corporation. When he appeared 
before the court he was accused of receiving Lioo or 
-150 to vote for Lord Lonsdale to be mayor and cer-
tain of his friends to be of the Common Council; he 
was also accused of receiving a great sum of money, 
said to be X200, from Sackville Tufton Esqre. to vote 
for officers in his interest. The said Thomas Harrison 
agreed that most of what was alleged was true and 
made no defence. The court therefore adjudges him 
guilty of bribery and discharges him from his place. 

	

1756. 	Document of resignation of the office of Common 
Councilman by John Harrison who "is now desirous 
to live at ease and to be freed from the office." (There 
are other similar documents; sometimes the reason 
given is that stated above, at others it is the infirmity 
of the applicant and the distance he lives from the 
borough) . 

(3) FREEMEN. 

	

1681. 	Ordered that one freeman shall not sue another in any 
other court but in their own court upon pain of 40/ -
on every such default. 

	

1714. 	All persons who pretend to trade within this borough 
to pay the usual customs of Toll till they are made 
and sworn freemen : no mayor to make more than 
one freeman in one year without the consent of the 
aldermen and Common Council. 

	

1720. 	No foreigner living out of the town to be made a 
freeman, under fine of 5. This to be a standing rule 
except for the son of a freeman. 

	

1744. 	Order to Richard Spooner to shew cause at the `next 
three weeks court why he should not take up his 
freedom and be subject to such offices as freemen of 
the borough have usually been. 

	

1757. 	Ordered that n6 persons who deal in corn, grain, cattle 
or anything whereby a Toll would arise to the borough 
shall be made freemen under a less fine than twenty 
guineas. 
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1791. 	Francis Sedgwick stands in contempt for refusing to 
pay his fine on his being admitted a freeman—to shew 
cause why he should not be disfranchised for his 
contumacious conduct. He makes apology so is 
allowed to remain on the list of freemen. 

(4) OFFICIALS. 

	

1688. 	Mayor, town clerk, coroner, serjeant at mace, 2 
chamberlains, 2 attorneys, 2 bailiffs, 3 informers, 3 
aletasters, 4 sealers and searchers of leather, 3 swine 
lookers and hedge lookers, estates cutter of peeks, 
2 house lookers, 2 appraisers, 2 surveyors of highways, 
2 constables. 

Other officials occur at different dates : sword 
bearer, town waits, scavenger, keeper of the clock, 
1699; organist and "bellas blower", 1703; 2 overseers 
of the poor, 1706; the wait of the town, 1702; 2 waits, 
1710. 

(5) SALARIES. 
The salaries paid to the borough officials are as 

follows : 2 bailiffs 1, scavenger i, waits i, sword 
bearer i, chamberlains i, organist 5, blower 5 /-, 
recorder 2, clock keeper i. ios. 

The cost of liveries 

1700-I. 	officers coats : 8 yds. of red broad cloth 
9 yds. of plain at 16d. per yd. 
1 yd. 3 i; qrs.  of black plush 
5 dozen of brass buttons 
i4 yds. of silk 3/2,  thread iod. 
3 taylors for making 3 coats 

1702-3. 	coatlining, 4 yds. linsey wolsey 	 4 0 
2 qr. silk 12d., thread 4d., tape id. 	1 5 
canvas 4d., taylor for making 2/6 	 2 IO 

	

171o. 	lining put in the bailiff's coat 
dressing the halberts 

	

1712. 	cloth and trimming for the bailiffs coats 
and waits cloaks 

making the coats and cloaks 

IO 0 
I o 

8 io o 
16 o 

1700-I. 	the sword 	 2 IO 6 
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(6) TREATS AND CELEBRATIONS. 

1700-I. 	5 Nov. in ale to ye ringers 	 3s. o 
in ale to the hall that day 	 8 	o 
Rejoicing at the king's return to the 

kingdom 	 3 0 

14s. o 

T701-2. 	5 Nov. a qrt. of brandy, tobacco pipes and 
candles 	 4s. 8 

for ale at several houses to the hall 	17 	6 
to treat my Lady Lonsdale and children in 

sweetmeats 	 8  5 
to treat Sir William Lowther and his lady 	5 	2 

	

I 15 	9 

1702-3. paid upon Coronation Day 	 5 0 0 
Queen's Proclamation Day, Jane Bowness 

ale 	 2 6 
ale 	 3 0 

Rejoicing Day, ale and bread 	 2 4 
ale 	 4 0 

Bone Fire on the Proclamation Day 	 I o 
Coronation Day, a Bone Fire 	 i o 
5 Nov. ale at several houses 
a fire in the hall, 12d., tobacco and 

pipes is. 
a fire at the Low Cross is., 3 tarr barrels 

and one bottle of brandy 7s. 
Queen's Proclamation Day, treat to Lady 

Ramsden in sweet meats 
a treat to Lady Lonsdale and her children 

with sweet meats 

15 6 

2 0 

8 0 

5 3 

8 5 

13 0  

1 15 2 

3 14 2 

4 0 

5 13 4 

1703-4. 	8 Nov. Rejoicing at the victory over the 
French, in ale at several houses 

spent upon the Thanksgiving Day, in ale 
at several houses 

Simpson for ale the 5 Nov. and Christmas 
Day 
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1704-5.  For a Treat at the bridge & for Sir 
Christopher Musgrave's family 	14s. 9d. 

8 March: Ale to the Moot-hall, Tobacco 
& pipes 	 1 IIs. 2d. 

5 Nov. Ale in Moot-hall 	 19s. od. 
Tobacco & pipes, a fire 9d. 	 2S. 4d. 
Wine to treat My Lord Bishop 12 / -; ale 

at Sankeys 1 /- 	 13s. od. 
Spent on the first news of the Victory in 

Germany, in ale 	 1 75. od. 
To the soldiers 5 / -. Tobacco, pipes & 

fire 2/6 	 75. 6d. 
On the Thanksgiving Day for the said 

Victory : Ale 47 / -, brandy 12 / - 	2 Igs. od. 
Lime juice 3 /-, Sugar 3 /2 	 6s. 2d. 
Tobacco 2 / -, pipes 6d., fire 1/ - 	 3s. 6d. 
Treat to two Mr Musgrave's 	 17s. 2d. 

.io os. 7d. 

1705-6. Treat for My Lord Bishop 	 izs. od. 
Spent at choosing the Mayor's officers 	5s. od. 
5 Nov. Ale in the hall & to the ringers 	i 35. 6d. 
Spent in the hall, it being the Queen's 

birthday 19/ -, to the soldiers 5 /- 	r. 4S. od. 
Accession Day, ale etc. 	 3 8s. 9d. 
Spent upon the news of forcing the 

French lines 24/ -; to ye soldiers 5 /- I 9s. od. 
Spent on the Thanksgiving Day for the 

said Victory 28 / -; to ye soldiers 5/ - 	i 13s. od. 

L.9 14s. 9d. 
1706-7. Treat to My Lord Bishop 	 izs. od. 

Paid for News Letters 	 Is. 7d. 
Henry Simpson for ringing Christmas 

Day 	 2S. od. 
Treat for the Offices of the Dragoons 

for removing ye horses 	 I ios. od. 
Treat to ye Dean of Carlisle & at ye 

Assize 	 ios. 6d. 
Expended on ye News of ye great victory 

by ye Duke of Marlbroough in = ye 
Netherlands 	 i 17s. 6d. 

Ringers on 29 May 	 2S. od. 
29 June Thanksgiving Day for ye afore- 
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said great Victory 
On same account 
Treat to My Lord Bishop upon his return 

from Parliament 
News letter 

1707-8. Thanksgiving Day 
Ringing on Christmas Day, as usual 
Queen's Birthday, to soldiers etc. 
Queen's Accession Day 
Treat to Sir William Ramsden & Lady 
Coronation Day, to soldiers 
May i Thanksgiving for ye union, in 

expense of money to soldiers etc. 
News letter 

I 19s. od. 
6s. Iod. 

12s. od. 
5s. 6d. 

7 18s. IId. 

s. d. 
2 4 IO 

2 0 
12 0 

119 0 
19 6 
8 6 

2 7 6 
4 II2 

8 18 32 

	

1708-9. Treat to My Lord Bishop 	 16 o 
Treat to the earl of Wharton 	 16 o 
News letters 	 17 IO 
Aug. 19 Day of Public Thanksgiving for 

	

ye Victory of Audenard 	 I r6 6 

 6  4 

s. d. 
1709-Io. Queen's Proclamation 	 9 o  

5 November 	 2  17 5 
at rejoicing of taking Lille 	 2 2 8 
Ye Thanksgiving Day 	 2 I I 

IO 2 

1710-11. 6 Feb., 8 March, 23 Apr., 29 May, ringers 	IO o 
For ale ye ringers had on 5 Nov. 	 5 0 
7 Nov. Thanksgiving 	 3 3 II 
8 March, ye day ye Queen came to ye throne 2 8 5 
Treating several persons at several times 	1 io o 

7 17 4 
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1712-13. News letters 	 I o 0 
Treat for ye Lady Lonsdale 	 2 0 0 
Spent by Mr. Mayor, with Mr. Cockle & 

others, when My Lord Lonsdale's plate 
was run for 	 i 3 0 

Given to ye ringers on ye proclamation of 
peace 	 5 0 

Two soldiers on Thanksgiving Day 	 i o 
6 Feb., 8 Mar., 23 Apr., 29 May, Ringers 	12 0 
Spent at Thos. Lamb's on ye day ye Peace 

was proclaimed & at several necessary 
meetings 	 1 17 6 

To several poor soldiers, wives & children 	14 9 
Spent at Mr. Atkinson's on ye day ye 

Peace was proclaimed, Thanksgiving 
Day & at other times by Mr. Mayor's 
orders 	 18 15 io 

Ale, brandy etc. in ye hall on ye day Peace 
was proclaimed 	- 	 6 17 4 

Thanksgiving Day, Ale etc. in ye hall 	4 18 o 

38  4 5 
1713. 

	

	Order that arrears of L77.  3s. 3d. due to the Corpora- 
tion be paid; defaulters to be prosecuted; 

that the Chamberlains make their Accounts on the 
feast of St. Andrew yearly; that Accounts be exam-

ined, allowed and signed so as to prevent disputes; 
that a book of Accounts be kept; 
that in the Town's great book all orders of the Court 

and Verdicts of the jury be entered; 
that the several Standing Orders, byelaws etc. be  re-

newed and confirmed for the better support of the 
Revenues. 

(7) TOWN AND BUILDINGS. 
(a) The Moot Hall. 
1692-3. William Bowerbanke for putting upp some 

new slate on the Town Hall 
Moss for the Hall 
Tho. Knott glazing the Town Hall windows 
Jonathan Guy for finding wood & making the 

Shirriff chair in the Town Hall 
1699-1700. Rushes for the hall 

Wood & coals for fire in ye hall 
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1702-3. Attendance at ye Moot Hall when Coll. 
Graham caused the Town produce ye 
charters 	 io o 

Mending the slaite in ye Town end of ye Moote 
hall 	 I 4 

1703-4. Mending curtin & Table cloth at the Moot 
Hall 	 I o 

1707-8. Mending Town Hall floor & Town Goal 	2 9 
1709. 	Lockes & souding the hall windows 	1 6 
1706-7. Mending frame of ye King's Picture 	2 6 
1769. 	Assize Judges accustomed to sit in Moot hall; J.P's 

proposal to build a Court House which might also 
do for a Moot hall for the borough if it is willing 
to share the expenses—corporation thinks "Removal 
of Town Hall out of the principal street to such a 
distance from the market will be attended by many 
inconveniences—but if site convenient to the town 
by its near situation to the market, corporation 
agree, not with standing loss to revenue of 9. ios. 
rent for shops under the Hall. 

1773. 	Corporation not willing to grant ground adjoining 
Shire Hall to build on as this would be an encroach-
ment upon the public market place. But as pre-
sent Town Hall is improperly situated & inconveni-
ent to the public market, & as it would be 
advantageous to the public to enlarge the Market 
place—agreed present Town Hall be pulled down & 
another built in more convenient place. 

100 grant; invitations to Lord Thanet, Sir James 
Lowther, General Honeywood & Fletcher Norton 
Esqre. to subscribe towards it. 

1780. 

	

	Wm. Thompson, the bellman, to demand & take for 
every common call at the Moot hall stairs 4d. 

(b) The Shambles. 
1699-1700. Letting of the Shambles in 1699-1700: 

8 new shambles 	 8s. od. 
7 old shambles 	 7s. 	d. 
another 4 shambles let 	 6s. od. 

1736. 	Application of Mr. Charles Robinson for leave to 
extend the Shambles he now has by 2 yards & to 
take in a Shamble or Shambles adjoining on the 
S.E. of the same, which has not yielded any profit 
for many years. 
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1748. 	Six Shambles on north side of the market place out 
of repair—fine Io / - for each if not repaired by 
Lady Day. 

1763. 

	

	As a result of an inquiry into the state of the revenue 
it was found that by Indenture of 4  June 1686 
Thomas Carleton, mayor, & burgesses leased 8 
Shambles "lately erected" on east side of street for 
99 years, rent 12d. each. 

1791. 	Tenants of Shambles on N.E. side of street & S.W. 
side to surrender tenancy at end of 6 months after 
receipt of notice. 

1792, 	Fine i. ios. on George Bowness, butcher, for erect- 
ing a Shamble in front of his house and extending 
it upon the Corporation Street about 7 ft. towards 
the channel & near the front path which we deem 
a great nuisance, having viewed the same 

Ordered that the old Shambles on the S. side 
of the street be sold tomorrow & removed on 27 
August. After the materials are removed the 
ground upon which they stood be contracted to be 
levelled. 

(c) Church, cloisters, organ and clock. 	 s. d. 
1692-3. William Smith for dressing the tombs 	io 0 

Plummer for work done about the church 
leedes 	 15 0 

Robt Watson for laying lime about the 
filling of the church leedes & other work 	7 0 

For wood making & iron for the church 
little gate 	 3 

Jo. Bolton for his attendance about the 
organ 	 Io 0 

Tho. Knott for glazing ye church windows 	5 0 
In part arrear of L.2. 18s. for seasoned 

boards for the use of the church 	1 12 3 
1699-1700. Sweeping cloister 	 I 0 

Blowing ye organ 	 5 0 
For lock for ye steeple door 	 2 6 

1701. 	Keeping ye clock chime 	 i io 0 
1702. 	Lime for cloister 	 6 

Cord for clock 	 4 6 
New lock for steeple door 	 2 6 

1703. 	Organist salary 	 5 0 0 
Boards & workmanship for the cloister shop 	3 0 
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1708. 	Repairing & leading flaggs to ye cloister 	1 17 o 

1710. 	Glass in cloister shops 	 3 6 
1739. 

	

	Order to pay 3. 4s. rd. balance of fee of Hugh 
Maddick, organist at St. Laurence. Corporation to 
pay deficiency of a subscription signed by several 
persons towards a salary for him as organist. 

1740. 

	

	As several persons have presumed to sit in the pew 
properly & entirely belonging to the Aldermen of 
this Borough : ordered if any one, not being an 
Alderman, do so after notice—same to be prose-
cuted. 

(8) MARKET. 
(a) General. 
1674. 	Mr. Thomas Warcopp for corne presented by 

the pmotor as unlawfull to be sold 	3 /4 
Lancelot Robinson for selling leather, not 

sealed 	 10/- 
Marion Barnes for butter wanting weight 	3 /4 

1681. 	James Spedding for pforinge Tupp mutton 
upon sale after Michaelmas 	 6 /8 

Defaulters in sloine : Henry Sanderson 2 sloine 
1 /-; Alice Enderson i sloine, 6d. 

1700-1. 	Bull rope 	 io / - 
1708-9. Repairing ye corn bell & new rope 	 5 /- 
1712-3.  That the cloyster being the place appointed wherein 

butter for sale is to be sold—that none shall expose 
their butter but either in the cloyster or at the 
Low Cross & none to be sold before ten of the 
clock in the forenoon. 1st offence 3 /4, 2nd 6 /8. 

1718. 

	

	Great abuse used in the market in selling of butter— 
the butter being brought to the town & sold in the 
houses, so that both town & country people are 
frustrated in buying it in the public market—
ordered no butter to be sold in any house before 
10 a.m. 	 Fine 6/8 

1717. 	Any persons that have any swine in this town to 
shut them up every market day between 9 & 4 of 
ye clock. 	 Fine 3  /4 

1718. 	We do find seven pieces of leather not being well 
wrought or laid according to law, being brought 
to us by George Wilkinson, searcher of leather, & 
found in the hand of Roger Luckborough, curryor 
within this borough. 
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The custom having arisen of buying oats or other 
grain as soon as it is in the market or of fore-
stalling it as soon as it comes to be sold : ordered 
no one to sell corn before io o'clock when the bell 
is rung. 

	

1725. 	It is ordered, for the benefit of the town & of several 
poor country people that dare not frequent the 
markets for fear of being arrested by a town's arrest, 
that no entrys be had or made out on any of the 
days hereafter mentioned : 9th, loth, 11th August; 
Friday & Saturday before Whitsunday, Whit-
monday, Whit-tuesday. 

	

1733. 	No butcher shall sell meat below the Shambles upon 
penalty of 20 / - & this to be proclaimed next 
Saturday in the public market. 

	

1746. 	Edward Barnett of Kirkby Stephen butcher fined 3 /4 
for ribpricking & exposing for sale some mutton. 

Thomas Kirkbride of Colbey, butcher, for exposing 
veal not marketable 1/,  

James Orton, Kirkby Stephen, butcher, for exposing 
bull beef, not baited 3 / 4. 

	

1749. 	John Dent of Birkdale for exposing unwholsome meat 
I/-. 

	

1753. 	No person for the future shall buy or sell any coals 
within the borough except upon the Common Coal-
Hill & that not till io a.m. Public notice shall be 
given every market day of the time of buying & 
selling by ringing the bell at the Moot hall. 

	

1760. 	All swine to be well ringed & on every Market day 
kept in their stalls or houses. 

	

1763. 	Very great abuses being committed by persons bring- 
ing coals to be sold not of the ancient measure : 
ordered each load should contain 6 upheaved pecks 
of the measure of this county or 3 upheaved Win-
chester bushells. 

	

1763. 	Thomas Smith for killing & selling part of one sheep 
not being exposed in the market i / -; Jeremiah 
Smith ditto—one swine i / -. 

	

1763. 	Licence to Hugh Wilkinson to build a Common bake- 
house. 

	

1765. 	George Bowness for selling a bull in the market not 
being set to the ring 6/8. 

M 
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1768. 	All butter sold shall be 20 OZS. to the pound. 
1769. 	William Idle of Dufton exposing 4 tolls of butter being 

nearly 3 ozs. short of weight. 13 /4• 
1772. 	John Shepherd and Joseph Nelson for bating a bull 

about the hour of 3 o'clock in the morning, con-
trary to the order. 13 /4. 

1788. 	Matthew Johnston of Stainmoor for forestalling the 
market by repeatedly and at different times seizing 
the butter womens' baskets and thereby preventing 
them exposing it in the Market. 13 /4.  

1791. 	Fines inflicted for forestalling by buying quantities of 
eggs prior to their being exposed in the Market. 

1799. 	John Taylor of Crosby Ravensworth amerced 9d. for 
regratiiig in market by buying a quantity of potatoes 
and immediately retailing them out again at an ad-
vanced price. 

Complaints against persons monopolizing the potatoes 
brought into the market so that the inhabitants of 
this borough and more particularly the poor thereof 
have of late been deprived in a manner of their 
chief support; ordered no potatoes to be sold in large 
quantities before 10-30. 

Late order that no greater quantity of potatoes than 
one bushell should be sold together before 10-30 
being grossly evaded : ordered that any person re-
fusing to sell by the bushell or any quantity under 
a bushell be-fined. 

(b) Bread. 
173o. 	Ordered that according to the price of wheat per 

bushell within the borough shall be the Assize of 
bread including the allowances of bakeing accord-
ing to the form of the Statute & all retailers of 
bread do observe it accordingly at their pills. 

1743. 	Whereas complaint made that the bakers & dealers 
in bread do not bake and sell bread of such weight 
as they ought, having regard to the price of wheat 
& other grain, ordered that if any baker or dealer 
shall take or receive for any loaf of wheat bread 
one penny or above which shall not weigh ten 
ounces averdupois, & in proportion of any loaf of 
wheat bread, or shall take or receive above one 
penny a pound for any Barnard Castle bread, 
Woodside bread or other household bread — for 
first offence 5 /-; forfeit afterwards as the Corpora-
tion direct. 
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1775. 	Assembly to settle the Assize of Bread according to 
Winchester measure, making a reasonable allow-
ance for baking. 

Wheat loaf. 	 lb. oz. du. 
id. wheaten loaf to weigh 	 g II 
zd. 	 „ 	 I 3 6 
6d. 	„ 	 „ 	 3 IO 2 

Fine Teamsit martin or boulted bread, 
being wheat with a little rye. 

2d. loaf 	 I 12 	0 
bd. „ 	 5 4 0  

Rye Bread. 
3d. loaf 	 2 14 II 
6d. „ 	 5 13 6 

The Course bread, commonly called 
Barnard Castle. 

6d. loaf 	 6 3 0 
15d. „ 	 15 7 8  

To commence 20 November instant. 
(c) Scales. 

	

1744. 	New weights and scales to be purchased and kept in 
some proper place. 

	

1749. 	Ordered that any shopkeeper or tradesman who uses 
his weights or scales to weigh goods for any one not 
being a freeman be fined 6/8. 

	

 
1763. 	Order that weights be inspected at least once a 

month. 

(g) TOLLS. 

	

1736. 	William Murdock, freeman, who defrauded John 
Hilton, farmer, of the Toll to value of five groats : 
ordered to pay this sum & publicly ask pardon of 
the Mayor. 

	

1741. 	Mr William Gorst, Steward of the Earl of Thanet, 
having seized the goods of John Bainbridge & 
others freerrian of the Corporation, in pretence of 
their being liable to pay toll & stallage at Kirkby 
Stephen this was deemed a great infringement of 
the .Rights & Privileges of this Corporation. In due 
course Mr. Wm. Gorst inspected the grants & was 
satisfied that the freeman of the Corporation are by 
the same exempt from all Tolls, not only in Kirkby 
Stephen but in all England. 
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1746. 	Protest that Toll at Carlisle unjustly demanded from 
burgesses of this borough. 

175o. 	Ditto Lancaster. 
1757. 	Complaint that persons have of late denyed to pay 

toll of corn sold in Bongate which has been 
immemorially paid : ordered farmers of Metley & 
Gately Tolls demand toll on all such grain; if not 
paid, action to be started. 

1758. 	Ancient measures or dishes by which Toll of grain 
.taken much worn : new ones, duplicate of old ones, 
ordered. 

1793. 	Ordered that the several persons who assaulted the 
Constable in assisting the Toll gatherers in taking 
the Bridge Street id. Toll be prosecuted. 

As several of the Badgers & other persons have of late 
refused to pay the Bridge Street & Scattergate 
galley tolls : ordered legal action to be started 
against them. 

(io) HORSE AND CATTLE SHOW. 
175o. 	Show of horses & sheep & also of black cattle to be 

held if it should please God to cease the distemper 
that now rages amongst them : 

to be held in Battle borough on Gallow Hill and 
Brown bank on ist & 2nd June & 29th-3oth 
September. Same to be duly advertised in the 
papers accordingly. 

(ii) SUNDAY TRADING. 
1749. 	Order that any barber or perriwig maker that shall 

after Martinmas exercise his trade or business on 
the Lord's Day be fined 3  /4. 

(12) TOWN-PLANNING. 
1678. 	John Nanson for an unlawful hedge between him & 

Hugh Harrison i /-. 
1681. 	Edmund Lowson to repair his hedge. 
1738. 	Lease to Christopher Harrison to build his house as 

far as the wiend as his said stairs now stand; pro-
vided he makes his front upon the same line with 
the front of Mr. Carleton's, without a gallery. 

175o. 	House, commonly known by the name or sign of the 
King's Arms; leave to bring front of the lower part 
into direct line with the house adjoining. 
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1754. 	Liberty to enclose piece of ground in the back Wiend 
called School house wiend. 

	

1756. 	Leave to John Pearson to draw the line of his house 
in a straight line from another house. 

	

1774. 	Plan for enclosing Bongate & Burrells Moors and 
alloting Gallows Hill, Jock Green & other wastes 
within the said borough to be prepared in prepara-
tion for an Act of Parliament. 

(i3) SANITATION. 

	

1674. 	Ordered that all the dung hills be clearly removed 
out of the street called Briggatt before 21st Dec.; 
that John Bainbridge dress & scoor his gutter at 
Farbarend; that every person cleanse his front upon 
the back street; that every person in the Weands 
do cleanse their own front every month; that the 
swine lookers go about every 6 weeks. 

	

1680. 	Ordered that no person shall get any Mortar at St. 
Nicholas Wath upon pain of 6/8; likewise that 
those that leade any rubidge to St. Nicholas Wath 
if they lye it at ye . . . side beneath ye battling 
stone, paine of 6 /8. 

	

1714. 	Order that wells in Dungate & well before Jane 
Addison's door be cleansed & conduits made to 
carry all corrupted & filthy water from about it; 
that the runnel coming down Dungate be well 
scoured & dressed; that every one that hath any 
shamble make good the pavement before it & make 
a conduit before the same to carry all the water 
away; that the scavanger do take & carry the 
Dunghills away on the backside of the Moot hall 
for his own use every week if the owner refuse to 
carry the same away. 

	

1718. 	Ordered that the Chamberlains do repair Dungate 
well, commonly called Sowerby well, so as to hinder 
beasts & horses to drink in it; Well before Jane 
Addison's door be made good; No one shall lay any 
Dunghills in the street between the Low Cross & 
the High end of the Shambles otherwise than to 
take it away at the same time as they lay it there; 
No one shall suffer Dunghills where it is prejudicial 
to the street; Dunghills against the back part of the 
Moot hall & before anyone's door to be removed; 
Scavanger to cleanse & dress the street once a week 
& remove rubbish away before any market day. 
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1748. 	Jury amerced John Graveson, scavanger, io / - for 
neglect for not cleaning the pavements & scouring 
the channels, particularly the Coal hill & channels 
on each side of the pavement in the main street 
from the shambles to the High Cross & the cause-
way going to the school house—fine not to take 
place if sufficiently clean by Christmas. 

No butcher shall empty the baggs of any beast cattle 
they kill or lay garbage in any part of the street. 

1748. 	Fine of 6/8  on any persons who do not lead all their 
Dung hills clean away four times a year—i.e., be-
twixt Candlemas, 1st May Day, Lambas & All 
Saints. 

All those who wheel out their Dung hills into the 
streets & market place are to lead & remove the 
same with all convenient speed—fine 6/8.  

1757. 	Considerable sums of money having been spent in re- 
pair of the Pump at the Town Head which has not 
answered the intended purpose and is now out of 
use-5. 5s. to be spent on making it "a good 
going pump". 

As a pump at the Lowend of the Town Hall would 
be of singular advantage to the inhabitants of 
Bridge End & others near to, Thomas Wilson, con-
tractor, agreed for 30 / - down & Li. is. per ann. 
for 7 years to sink such a well & to keep the pump 
going for 7 years. 

1761. 	Pump in Scattergate to be repaired. 
1760. 	Dunghills to be removed from the Shambles before 

2nd Feb. or fine 13/4. 
1763. 	Dung & other nuisances to be removed by the 

Scavanger at the Low End of the New Building & 
also at the High End of Mr. Robinson's Slaughter 
house. 

1769. 	State of Shambles Pump to be inspected. 
1784. 	No Firkins to stand in the Corporation Hall longer 

than each Saturday night & the owners to take 
away & remove the same. 

1785. 	Materials of the High Town Pump be taken up, sold 
& the well filled up & secured. 

(i4) HIGHWAYS 
1672. 	That the highway leading from Mr. Thwaites' house 

end to the school be repaired. 
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1674. 	That Thomas Lambe sett & lye as good stones over 
the little watter betwixt his front & Margaret Law's 
as was formerly. 

	

1688. 	Stephen Nevinson for lyme for the bridge 2/6;  Jo. 
Nevinson for pointing the bridge & service & 
dragging the lyme 3 / 6. 

1699-1700. For paving Li. 
1702-3. Mending bridge end 6d. Paving the street & school 

wiend L1. Paving ye Town Street 6d. 
1705-6. Mending highway in borough i 1 / 6. 

	

1712. 	Repairing pavement in ye Bridge St. & taking up ye 
new pavement L4. 6s. 8d. 

	

1718. 	Presentment of Surveyors of the Highways that the 
way at Baron Cross Loning is in great decay for 
want of repair. 

	

1738. 	The Jury present the way by the river Eden from 
the corner of the causeway to St. Nicholas Wickett 
as out of repair. 

	

1739. 	Order that Thomas Machell of Barkars Garth, adjoin- 
ing the river, make a sufficient stile at the south 
end of the Common foot road leading from the end 
of the New Causeway in Battlebarrow to St. 
Nicholas Pasture being part of the church foot road 
from Crakanthorpe to Bongate, it being only a foot 
road & no road for riding or driving cattle. All 
possessors of lands etc. adjoining Barkars close on 
the north side to repair the said footway. 

	

1752. 	Order that as the shewing of stoned horses in the main 
street of the borough is likely to be attended with 
dangerous consequences, any person shewing any 
stoned horses in the main street to be fined 3/4. 

Inn Sign. Leave to Mr. Thomas Richardby to erect 
a sign post 7 yds. wide across the road at the 
Howgatefoot. 

	

1755. 	Several butchers have left their forms standing over 
night, or other people their stands, in the market 
place to the great danger of the inhabitants, fine 
3/4. 

	

1757. 	Whereas several persons make use of a footway at 
the Garth ends, which they have no right to, & it 
is a great encouragement to all kinds of disorder & 
idleness : ordered that battlement of the bridge be 
raised sufficiently to stop the same; owners of 
tenements on east side of the street to erect fences 
so as to make the way impassible. 
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1756. 	5o spent on new paving and flagging of the street; 
if not enough in hand, balance to be raised by 
public subscription. 

1764. 	Town street to be new paved & levelled & be flagged 
with fell flags 4 ft. in breadth at a distance of 
2 ft. from the houses with a pavement from the 
outflags sufficient to make a channel. 

1764. 	Whereas Mr. George Skilbeck, alderman, made pre- 
sent of 16 lamps—ordered expense of lighting the 
lamps be paid out of borough revenues. 

1768. 	Contract for repair of the Highway beginning at 
Appleby Bridge and leading to Howgate foot, to 
carry it 9 yards in breadth. 

Contract for foot causeway : one yard in breadth from 
end of Doomgate to John Gregson's Smithy shop 
in Scattergate Town End. 

177o. 	Road upon the sands to be repaired, that the Greens 
within the borough be levelled & made decent & 
that the several crosses belonging to the borough 
be repaired. 

1776. 	Jeremiah Robinson having generously offered the 
same number of lamps as given by Mr. Skilbeck 
some years ago, & broke by evil minded persons, 
on condition that the Corporation find a proper 
person to look after & supply the same with oil &, 
if broke, to keep the same compleat—offer accepted. 

1783. 	Thomas Outthwaite doth keep two sows which go at 
large & are a common nuisance—fine 5 /-. 

(15) PUNISHMENTS. 
1705-6. For ye Ducking Stool making & materials 	i o o 
1707-8. For work at the ducking stool 	 2 0 

1703-4. A pair of new stocks 	 5 0 
171o. 	Mending ye stocks 	 10 o 
1743. 	Ordered that the stocks & pillory, now opposite to the 
26 Oct. 	house formerly Knotts, be immediately removed to 

the end of the open hall facing the Low Cross, that 
being deemed the proper place for the same. And 
that there be a whipping post & convenient place 
for burning criminals in the hand likewise erected 
there. 
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1767. 	Lease of ground to William Bewster on which to build 
a smith's shop at the north corner at Bridge End, 
near where the Ducking Stool stood. 

1703-4. Master of the House of Correction 	I 2 0 
1712. 	Repairing Town Gaol 	 L2 14 o 

(i6) THE POOR, AND TRAVELLERS. 
1699. 	Ye Poor 	 L4. 16 o 
1703-4. 	Soldier 6d., another Traveller 	 8 

5 Travellers 	 I 3 
Man who sustained loss by fire 	 2 6 

1702. 	Winding sheet to William Warton 	 3 4 
1704-5. Traveller that was robed 	 1 o 

A Winding sheet for Bainbridge child 	io 
1706-7. 	Travellers in whole year 	 4 8 

To a decayed gentleman Traveller 	 z o 
1708-9. 	7 Travellers 	 3 6 
1710-II. A poor passenger 	 6 

Thomas Blamire, a passing lodging 	 6 
Seven others "passing" 	 2 6 

1712-3. 	Jo Bainbridge's apprenticeship 	 I 0 o 

(17) SOLDIERS, AND THE BUTTS. 
1702. 	Dressing sword & gun for ye Train Band 	2 0 
1703-4. Train band man for 2 days 	 2 0 

For the muster master 3 /- & part Sallary 	4 0 
For inferior offices of ye Militia 	 I 2 

1704-5. A messenger for summoning carriages for 
soldiers 	 I 0 

1706-7. 	Queen's birthday—to soldiers 	 12 6 
Coronation Day 	„ 	 8 6 

1710-11. To poor soldiers & travellers to save them 
being quartered in Towne 	 I 15 0 

Carrying ye baggage of a company of foot 
to Brough 	 2 0 0 

1712-3. 	To several poor soldiers, wives & children 	14 9 
1699-1700. Keeping butts 	 15 0 
170o. 	Thorns hedging & dressing the butts 	2 0 

Garding ye butts 	 I o 
Thomas Blamire 4 days at the butts & a 

gill of brandy 4d. 	 2 IO 
1741. 	Note about the repair of the walls of the butts. 
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