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frontier barrier, presumably under Calpurnius Agricola 
in A.D. 162-163; a fragmentary bowl of figured Samian 
ware, discussed by Miss Grace Simpson in an appendix 
to this section, seems to point towards the later date, but 
until deposits from the earliest Stone-Wall levels in this 
sector have been explored, it must remain an outstanding 
question whether the Turf Wall in bulk was replaced in 
stone shortly before the first Antonine occupation of 
Scotland or immediately after its close. 

To illustrate the comparison in the preceding para-
graphs, a representative selection has been made of 28 
vessels from the Turf-Wall level at Solway and of 13 
vessels from High House (milecastle 5o TW). In order 
to ascertain as nearly as possible the actual date of the 
peak period of use of each type, parallels are drawn 
between the types of vessel represented at Solway and 
examples from dated deposits elsewhere; while the periods 
of these deposits are indicated by dates in figures, this is 
not intended to suggest that the dates are necessarily 
more . than an approximation. 

(a) Individual pieces from Solway (rnilecastle 79). 
1-5. Rim fragments from light grey self-coloured jars, each 

with a short everted rim shrunk to little more than a bead lip; 
the rims are reminiscent of those of beakers, but the vessels are 
the size of small cooking-pots. No. 16, of the same form, is in 
the black fumed "cooking-pot fabric". Vessels of this type 
appear not uncommonly in Hadrianic deposits; cf. Turret 7b, 
no. 6, A.D. 122-197 (the type is there discussed at length and 
assigned to the earlier part of the period indicated by the 
stratification); Turret 50b, no. 57, A.D. 128-197; Haltwhistle 
Burn, no. 15, A.D. 122-128. Vessels of the same type survived 
into the Antonine period, for it is stated in the Balmuildy report 
that some of the small ollae with rims of this style had diameters 
of as much as 5 in., and that, while most examples were in 
black fumed fabric, a few were grey; cf. also Corbridge 1938, 
fig. 8, no. 15, A.D. 139-163. 

6-13. Rim fragments from light grey self-coloured jars, each 
with a medium or high curved rim resembling that of the black 
fumed cooking-pots. It is probable that each of the present 
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vessels had a plain cut-away base, similar to that drawn as 
no. 13A, for all the olla bases in the deposit are of that type. 
Vessels of this type appear commonly, and almost exclusively, 
in Hadrianic deposits : cf. Turret 7b, no. 7, A.D. 122-197; Mile-
castle 9, no. 51, A.D. 122-140; Turret 49b, nos. 9-12, A.D. 128-197; 
Turret 5oa, no. 37, A.D. 128-140; Birdoswald, no. 22 and nos. 
22a-f, alley deposit (earlier part of period A.D. 126-197); Birdos-
wald Valium filling, no. 1, A.D. 130-140; Haltwhistle Burn, nos. 
14 and 16, A.D. 122-128. Vessels of this general character 
survived but rarely into the Antonine period : they form only 
one-fifth of the yield of medium-sized ollae at Balmuildy, as 
contrasted with about three-quarters at Solway and five-sixths 
at High House. 

41  separate vessels (as opposed to fragments, which 
formed the basis of our comparison of total yields) of the 
types illustrated by nos. 1-13 were found at Solway mile-
castle. 

14-15. Rim fragments from small beakers in black fumed 
fabric. Such vessels first began to be used on the northern 
frontier in Hadrian's reign, though they continued in use, with-
out marked change of type, throughout the second century; cf. 
Milecastle 9, no. 55, A.D. 163-197; Turret 5ob, no. 57, A.D. 128-
140; Balmuildy, pl. xliv, nos. 1-4, A.D. 142-197; Birdoswald, nos. 
32-35, alley deposit. 

16. Rim fragment from a medium-sized, neckless cooking-
pot, in black fumed fabric, with a beaker rim. Vessels of this 
type began to be used in Hadrian's reign : cf. Birdoswald, nos. 
39-41, alley deposit; Birdoswald Vallum filling, no. 15, A.D. 130-
14o; Slack, nos. 8-12, A.D. 79-140. The type continued in 
common use in the immediately succeeding period : cf. Corbridge 
1938, fig. 8, no. 15 and fig. 9, nos. 8 and io, A.D. 139-163; 
Newstead 1947, no. 14, A.D. 140. 

17-19. Rim fragments from necked cooking-pots, in black 
fumed fabric, with short beaded rims. These vessels belong to 
one of the earlier types in the series of cooking-pots in black 
fumed fabric; it first began to be used in Hadrian's reign : cf. 
Turret 49b, no. 16, A.D. 128-197; Slack, no. 7, A.D. 79-140. The 
type continued in common use in the immediately succeeding 
period; cf. Milecastle 9, no. 53, A.D. 163-197; Corbridge 1911, 
no. 57, A.D 139-197; Old Kilpatrick, pl. xxi, no. 14, A.D. 142-197. 

2o. Large fragment from a necked cooking-pot, in black 
fumed fabric, with everted rim. This is typologically the most 
advanced piece of coarse pottery from the Turf-Wall level; it 
belongs to a type which was commonly in use in the third 
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quarter of the second century : cf. Milecastle 48, pl. iv, no. 32, 
A.D. 163-197; Turret 5oa, no. 43, A.D. 163-197; Corbridge 1911, 
no. 48, A.D. 139-197; Corbridge 1938, fig. 8, no. 8, A.D. 163-197; 
Corbridge 1947, no. 16, A.D. 197. On the other hand, cooking-
pots which are typologically but little less advanced have been 
found in early Hadrianic deposits : cf. Birdoswald, no. 18f, alley 
deposit; Chesterholm, no. 37, A.D. 79-126; Haltwhistle Burn, no. 
6, A.D. 122-128; Throp, no. 15, A.D. 122-128. It would therefore 
be rash to deny that the type could have been evolved by 
A.D. 140. 

16 separate vessels of the types illustrated by nos. 14-20 
were found at Solway milecastle. amounting to 28% of 
the olla class as a whole, contrasting with 17% at High 
House; three vessels, including no. 20, were typologically 
later than anything at the latter site. 

21. Rim and spout of mortarium, in orange fabric with grey-
brown core and cream slip; the grit is small, multi-coloured and 
well worn. There is a legible but unidentified stamp on the 
rim, apparently MATT[. .. . retrograde—the reading of the M is 
not quite certain. This is a typical Hadrianic-Antonine 
mortarium: cf. Milecastle 5o, no. 96, A.D. 128-197; Balmuildy, 
pl. xli, no. 19, A.D. 142-197; Birdoswald, no. i, alley deposit; 
Throp, no. I, A.D. 122-128. 

22. Rim and spout of mortarium, in orange fabric with traces 
of a cream slip; the grit is medium-sized and multi-coloured. 
There is a stamp in two lines, with only one letter, either F or 
E, now visible, in the upper line. This vessel is probably 
contemporary with no. 21. 

23. Rim of mortarium in dark grey, vitrified stoneware, with 
purple core; instead of grit its interior is charged with small 
pebbles. This mortarium has probably been made of the same 
clay as nos. 21 and 22, but has been grossly over-fired (as also, 
presumably, the "iron grey" mortarium no. 57 from Cardurnock 
had been); the shape indicates a Hadrianic-Antonine date: cf. 
Turret 49b, no. 1, A.D. 128-197; Cardurnock, 110. 54, A.D. 128-140. 

24. The complete section of a mortarium in orange fabric 
with a white slip; the grit is sparse, large, and opaque white. 
While only Antonine parallels to the shape can be quoted, this 
mortarium (which may have been made by the potter who used 
the stamp DNC) would be equally at home in a Hadrianic or 
an early-Antonine deposit: cf. Balmuildy, pl. xli, no. 20, A.D. 
142-197; Corbridge 1911, no. 100, A.D. 139-197. 

25. A fragment from a bowl of unusual form, in soft light-
grey fabric. While there are no exact parallels to the form, the 
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fabric (which resembles that of nos. 1-13 above) is consistent 
with a Hadrianic date. 

26. A fragment from a platter in soft self-coloured orange 
fabric. This is possibly a debased imitation of a samian ware 
platter of a form approximating to Dr. 18 /31; it is worthy of 
note that an imitation in similar fabric was found at High House 
(no. 41  below). 

27. Fragment from a flat-rimmed bowl or platter, in grey 
fumed fabric. Bowls and platters with broad, flat rims, without 
reeding, are typically Hadrianic-Antonine : cf. Milecastle 48, 
pl. iii, no. 4, A.D. 122-140; Balmuildy, pl. xlvii, no. 3, A.D. 
142-197; Birdoswald, no. 65, alley deposit; Birdoswald Valium 
filling, no. 4, A.D. 130-140. 

28. Large fragment from a flat-rimmed platter with curved 
side but without a chamfer at the base, in dense black fabric, 
fumed and highly polished. This type is one of the earliest 
in the series of platters and bowls in black fumed fabric, and 
began to be used in Hadrian's reign : cf. Birdoswald, no. 74, 
alley deposit; Birdoswald Valium filling, no. 6, A.D. 130-140; 
Cardurnock, no. 27, A.D. 128-140; Corbridge 1911, no. 44, A.D. 
79-'125; Slack, no. 66, A.D. 79-140. The type continued in 
common use in the immediately succeeding period : cf. Corbridge 
1911, no. 85, A.D. 139-197; Newstead 1911, type 49, A.D. 140-197; 
Old Kilpatrick, pl. xxii, nos. 6 and 7, A.D. 142-197. 

29. Lamp-holder in a yellow bedded sandstone, similar to 
the yellow variety of the New Red Sandstone of Cumberland. 
The interior of the holder is neatly smoothed, while the exterior 
is rough; the part that held the nozzle has been blackened by 
smoke. 

A stone pot-lid was found in the same deposit : cf. Newstead 
1911, pl. lxxxiii, no. 5. It is a rough, slightly elliptical disc of 
yellow sandstone, 4  in. thick, with an average diameter of a 
little under 5 in.; the top and bottom are smooth, as the lid 
has been split from the bed of the stone, but the edge is roughly 
chipped. On one side the perimeter is blackened by smoke, 
which reveals that the lid has been used on a cooking-pot 42  in. 
in diameter at the rim. 

The only other pottery vessel of note was a cooking-pot in 
black fumed fabric, represented by several large fragments, found 
in the same pit as the masonry from the demolished responds of 
the north gate of the stone milecastle; it is of late second-century 
or early third-century type : cf. Carrawburgh, no. 4, A.D. 200-225. 

(b) Individual pieces from High House (milecastle 5o TW). 
30. Neck and part of the handle of a flagon in orange-pink 

fabric. 
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31. Rim and wall fragment from a mug, or beaker, with 
concave sides and beaded lip, in brick-red, slightly gritty fabric; 
no handle survives. Vessels of this type are much more common 
in the turrets and milecastles of Hadrian's Wall—usually in 
the earliest level—than published examples might suggest. They 
do not occur at Corbridge or on sites in Scotland, and it may 
therefore be presumed that the type had a very short life, 
falling within the period A.D. 125-139. Some of the published 
examples from milecastles and turrets are from deposits of the 
later part of the second century, but in view of the absence of the 
type from definitely Antonine deposits, these pieces must be 
regarded as rubbish-survivals from the Hadrianic occupation. 

The type is not represented at Solway milecastle. 
32. Fragment from the rim of a light grey self-coloured jar, 

with a short everted rim. 
33-34. Fragments from the rims of light grey self-coloured 

necked jars. 
48 separate vessels of the types illustrated by nos. 32-34 

were found at High House. 
35. Fragment from a neckless cooking-pot, in black fumed 

and polished fabric, with a beaker rim. It is caked with soot, 
showing that it has been used over a fire, and not merely as a 
drinking-vessel. 

36-37. Rim and shoulder fragments of necked cooking-pots in 
black fumed fabric. 

zo separate vessels of the types illustrated by nos. 35-37 
were found at High House, making 17% of the olla class 
as a whole, in comparison with 28% at Solway milecastle 
and 8o% at Balmuildy. 

38. The spout of a mortarium in a soft buff sandy fabric, 
carrying the stamp SATVR[NINVS, with the TV ligatured : cf. 
Cardurnock, fig. 14, no. 6; Silchester, fig. 14, nos. 2 and 3, 
dated as Hadrianic-Antonine. Our rim is too fragmentary to be 
drawn in section. 

39-40. Fragments from the reeded rims of carinated bowls in 
soft, bluish grey fabric. While carinated bowls with reeded rims 
are found in Antonine deposits in midland and eastern England, 
in the vicinity of Hadrian's Wall and in Scotland they never 
occur in deposits beginning as late as A.D. 130, except as palpable 
rubbish survivals on sites where there had been earlier occupa-
tion. The latest examples of reeded rims from dated structures 
on virgin sites need none of them be later than the middle of 
Hadrian's reign: cf. Milecastle 50, nos. 93 and 94; Birdoswald, 
no. 68. 
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Two such bowls were represented at High House but 
none at Solway milecastle. 

41. The complete section of an imitation, in soft reddish-
brown fabric, of a samian ware platter approximating in form 
to Curle's type 15. 

42. Several fragments of a platter in black fumed fabric; the 
type of rim is unusual. 

Among the pieces from High House that have not been drawn, 
attention may be directed to three fragments of rustic ware 
which, while characteristically Flavian-Trajanic, has turned up 
in small quantities in most of the milecastles and turrets that 
have been excavated; for a debased example, cf. Birdoswald, 
no. 23, alley deposit. 

No rustic ware was found at Solway milecastle. 
The complete references to the reports from which parallels 

have been quoted follow (the usual abbreviations have been used 
for periodicals) : — 

Turret 7b, Denton Hall 
Milecastle 9, Chapel House 
Milecastle 48, Poltross Burn 
Turret 49b, Birdoswald 
Milecastle 5o, High House 
Turret 5oa, High House 
Turret Sob, Appletree 
Balmuildy 

Birdoswald 
Birdoswald Vallum filling 
Cardurnock 
Carrawburgh 
Chesterholm 
Corbridge 1911 
Corbridge 1938 
Corbridge '947 
Haltwhistle Burn 
Newstead 1911 

Newstead '947 
Old Kilpatrick 

Silchester 
Slack 
Throp 

AA4 vii 151f. 
AA4 vii 143f. 
CW2 xi 446f. 
CW2 xiii 346f. 
CW2 xiii 356f. 
CW2 xiii 35of. 
CW2 xiii 351f. 
Miller, The Roman Fort at 

Balmuildy (1922). 
CW2 XXX 175f. 
CW2 1 54f. 
CW2 xlvii io8f. 
AA4 xxix 62f. 
AA4 xv 222f. 
AA3 viii 168f. 
AA4 xv 266f. 
AA4 xxviii I77f. 
AA3 v 264f. 
Curle, A Roman Frontier Post 

&c. (191I). 
PSAScot. lxxxiv 31f. 
Miller, The Roman Fort at Old 

Kilpatrick (1928). 
Archaeologia xcii 121f. 
Yorks. Arch. Journ. xxvi 6i f. 
CW2 xiii 374f. 
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APPENDIX : The figured samian ware. 

By Grace Simpson. 

Fragments from three bowls, all of form 37, came from 
the level preceding the construction of the stone mile-
castle, that is to say from the same deposit as the coarse 
pottery described above; in my examination of them I 
have been able to discuss points of detail with Mr Eric 
Birley, who has read and approved the text of the present 
report. 

The first two bowls are undoubtedly Hadrianic, but 
the third would be more in place in a deposit of the second 
half of the second century. Its appearance in the Turf-
Wall level seems to suggest that it must have been broken 
and thrown away at the time when conversion from turf 
to stone was taking place, and that the date of the con-
version was not earlier than circa A.D. 16o; there can be 
no question of its being anything like so early as the bulk 
of the coarse pottery. 

1. Three fragments from the same bowl, by a potter whose 
name is uncertain, though it is known to have ended in TVS,34  
but his style is easily recognisable. The ovolo consists of a 
double-bordered "egg" and a very thin "tongue" ending in a 
tiny dot; the borders of the design are of squarish and rather 
irregular beads, with the junctions covered by six-dot rosettes. 
A chevron-wreath occurs in the decoration and as a basal 
demarcation of it; the only figure-types are a goat (D. 891 = O. 
184o) and a small lion (O. 14o4a). The leafy arcade below the 
ovolo occurs on a bowl attributable to the same potter from 
Brecon Gaer (Y Cymmrodor, 1926, figs. 90 and 91, S. 204); other 
bowls from the same source have been found on Hadrian's Wall 
at Birdoswald (CW2 xxx p. 178, fig. 2), Benwell (AA4 xxv p. 64, 
fig. 2 no. 24) and Chesters (unpublished) . The Hadrianic dating 
of his activity is self-evident; that he worked at Lezoux is shown 
by the occurrence of several pieces attributable to him in the 
portion of the Plicque collection acquired by Dr Oswald and 
now the property of the Department of Archology in Durham. 

34  Cf. Knorr, Cannstatt (1921), fig. 4, no. 2; an unpublished example 
in the Grosvenor Museum, Chester, shows no more of the same stamp, ]TI.M 
retrograde. 
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FIG. 8.—Milecastle 79 : the figured Samian ( ). 

2. Two fragments from a different bowl by the same potter 
as no. i. They show the same chevron-wreath, this time used 
as an upright panel bordered by wavy lines, and a triangle 
containing an inverted acanthus delimited by coarse bead-rows 
as noted on no. r, surmounted by rosettes; there is part of a 
plain festoon above, with what seems to have been a mask to 
right. A somewhat similar triangular arrangement appears on 
the Benwell piece cited above. Wavy lines and bead-rows 
appear together on many of this potter's bowls. 

3. Four fragments conjoined, from a small bowl decorated by 
a continuous winding vine-scroll; a bird, probably 0. 2239b, 
appears in a space below the ovaIo, of which, unfortunately, 
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insufficient remains to enable it to be assigned to any particular 
potter. The bead-row border and the vine-scroll were used by 
a number of Lezoux potters who worked during the middle 
and latter part of the second century, notably ATTIANVS, 
CINNAMVS, LAXTVCISSA, PATERNVS and SAGER; it 
seems difficult to suppose that the present bowl can have been 
made before A.D. 15o, if so early : all the stratified parallels which 
have been noted at Corbridge come from the second Antonine 
level, assignable to the period A.D. 163-197. 

The warmest thanks of the committee are offered to 
the landowners, who generously gave permission for the 
work. Mr R. Robinson of The Grange, Mrs Jefferson 
of Drumburgh House and Mr D. Hodgson of Drumburgh 
Castle; Mr John Percival of Dykesfield Farm and Mr 
W. M. Hodgson of West End; Mr J. Atkinson of Bowness 
House and Mr J. Smith of Kirkland House. Finally, we 
would record with gratitude the help of Mr J. A. Todd 
of Longburgh, foreman in charge of six Ukrainian 
workers, who, when other labour was unobtainable, were 
put at our disposal by the Cumberland War Agricultural 
Committee for the examination of milecastle 79. 
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