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ART. XIV.—The development of the small house in the 
Eden Valley from 1650 to 1840. By R. W. 
BRUNSKILL, M.A., A.R.I.B.A. 

Read at Penrith, April 25th, 1953. 

I N the field of architectural history there is a growing 
belief that the development of minor domestic 

architecture deserves some part of the research effort 
which has hitherto been reserved for great houses and 
for churches. In the field of economic history, also, 
there is a growing appreciation of the light which can 
be shed on the way of life of the common people of former 
times by study of the houses in which they lived. Re-
search students of the Manchester University School of 
Architecture, aware of both these needs, have carried 
out surveys of traditional domestic architecture in a 
considerable part of the North of England and the Mid-
lands; the work has been done under the general direction 
of Professor R. A. Cordingley, but each research student 
has been responsible for his own region. This Article is 
a report on the work done by the writer in the Eden 
Valley, as far as it concerns the small house. 

In the course of the research, an approach was made 
from two directions. On the one hand, a field survey 
was made to record, as far as possible, all examples of 
traditional domestic architecture surviving in the Eden 
Valley which could be ascribed to a date between 165o 
(at the emergence of types not exclusively concerned with 
defence) and 184o (just before rail transport brought about 
the submergence of local styles in a national style) . On 
the other hand, research was made into local historical 
sources, in the hope of checking and amplifying the 
results of the survey. The field-work produced 993 
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SMALL HOUSE DEVELOPMENT, EDEN VALLEY 161 

examples, of which X48 were classified as small houses; 
the library work produced a host of references, especially 
in the works of topographical writers of the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries, which revealed the pattern latent 
in the recorded examples. 

The area covered by the investigation comprised those 
parts of Cumberland and Westmorland which, as the 
Eden Valley, form a topographical, geological, historical 
and economic whole; its limits were, roughly, the water-
shed between the tributaries of the Eden and those of the 
Tyne, Tees, Swale and Lune (on the east and south), the 
fringe of the Lake District (on the west) and the boundary 
of the Leath Ward of Cumberland, where the Eden Valley 
becomes the Solway Plain (on the north). 

The small house, to which this Article is confined, is 
considered to be the dwelling of the "statesman" or 
yeoman farmer; the former term may be modern, but it 
is retained here for convenience. Therefore the Article 
does not include either, at one extreme, the great house 
of the more important landed gentry or the large house 
of the lesser gentry or of the more substantial tenant 
farmers, or, at the other extreme, the cottage of the land-
less labourer. As a distinct building-type, in permanent 
materials, the small house emerged, in the Eden Valley, 
about the middle of the 17th century; and it lost most of 
its local characteristics by the middle of the 19th century. 

The various stages of development of the small house, 
during the period here under review, are set out in the 
Table and Time-Scale. The Table (fig. 1) shows the 
number of examples which may be allocated to each 
class, and the Time-Scale (fig. 1) the position in sequence 
of each example which possesses a dated lintel, plaque 
or rainwater-head. The proportion of dated examples 
was so high (19.3%) as to make them a safe guide in the 
classification of all examples. 

The earliest stage, embracing a substantial number of 
examples (27.0% of all the small houses), has been termed 

M 
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162 	 SMALL HOUSE DEVELOPMENT 

the statesman plan. It is of a house one room deep, with 
cross-passage and central fireplace, and was in general 
use between about 166o and 171o, and in occasional use 
right up to about 177o, thus reflecting the prosperity and 
decay of the statesman class. Descriptions and measured 
drawings are given to illustrate this stage. The Table 
(fig. 1) shows, as first successors to the statesman plan, 
houses still only one room in depth, but with a central 
staircase, some of them with outshut development at the 
rear. These classes comprise 318 examples or 42% of 
the surveyed small houses, and descriptions and draw-
ings are given in illustration. The next class shown in 
the Table is somewhat similar in plan-form to its 
immediate predecessor, but contains the whole plan 
within one roof-span (i.e. two rooms deep). This class 
includes 125 examples, or almost 17% of the small houses, 
and is illustrated by measured drawings and descriptions. 
The next class embraces those examples which first show 
the influence of the revival movements of the 19th century. 
The miscellaneous class is inflated by 4o instances from 
Lowther Village, a sophisticated work most interesting 
in itself, but not as an example of local traditional 
domestic architecture. 

I. THE STATESMAN PLAN. 
The earliest description of the statesman's house 

appeared in James Clark's Survey of the Lakes, pub-
lished in 1787.1  The book, one of the first of a long 
series of Guides, was published and sold by the author 
in Penrith, and deals with the neighbourhood of that 
town as well as with the Lake District proper. There is 
no reason to believe that Clark meant to confine his 
observations to the Lake District as it is now circum-
scribed. He wrote as follows : — 

"I cannot however, pass over the method of building each 
particular house, especially as it is somewhat singular and begins 

, P. xx. 
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EDEN VALLEY, 1650 TO 1840 	163 

of late to be disused. From the front door an entry runs close 
behind the fireplace of the better kitchen, directly across the 
building, to the back door, which opens into a yard where the 
byres and stables generally are. On one side of this entry is 
the door leading into the downhouse or kitchen, where they 
brew, bake, etc.; on the other side of the entry is the passage 
into the house itself, for so the better kitchen is called, but this 
passage is close to the back door, so that before you arrive at 
the fire you have almost gone round it. The various parts and 
doors of this entrance into the house are known by the names of 
Hallen, Heck, and Mill-doors, or the Space between the doors. 
Opposite to the fireplace is the door of the chamber, or as it is 
called in its genuine English name, of the Bower, where the 
master and mistress of the family sleep." 

Descriptions more elaborate in their details were given 
of similar houses by John Gough in 1812,2  and by John 
Hodgson in 1814, with notes added by John Briggs in 
1825.3  The authors of these descriptions regard them 
as representing the typical house throughout the two 
counties, although any examples quoted are from western 
and southern Westmorland or from north Lancashire. 

In the survey, 205 examples were found which corre-
spond in all or most particulars with these descriptions. 
Three versions of the common plan may be distinguished. 
The three are variations on a plan-form consisting of two 
units : a hall unit (called, at different times and places, 
the "house", , the ` `fire-house" , the "kitchen" or the 
"house-part"), ), which was the room in which cooking 
and eating took place, and a bower unit (called the 
"bower" or "chamber" when used as a bedroom, or 
"parlour" when used later as a superior living-room) . 
In the cross-wall, opposite the partition which separated 
the hall and bower units, was the principal or only hearth, 
later replaced by a fireplace. Where there is a further 

Cf. John Gough ("A Literary Antiquarian"), The Manners and Customs 
of Westmorland (1847), originally printed as twelve letters to the Westmorland 
Advertiser and Kendal Chronicle, from 18 April to 4 July 1812. 

3  John Hodgson's accoant of the small house was originally printed in 
Westmorland, in the Beauties of England series (1814), and reprinted, with addi-
tional notes by John Briggs, in Westmorland as it was (undated, but circa 
1825). 
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164 	SMALL HOUSE DEVELOPMENT 

unit performing a service function (the ` `downhouse" ), 
or consisting of farm buildings, it lies at the hearth end 
of the hall unit, separated from it by a cross-passage. 
The plan may be recognised from the outside by the 
position of windows (one lighting the bower unit, and a 
larger window, often accompanied by a small "fire-
window",4  lighting the hall unit) in relation to the 
chimney-stack and entrance door. The chimney-stack 
was the upper termination of a pyramid-shaped flue of 
wattle and plaster stretching, in width, almost from side 
to side of the hall unit and, in depth, to the first cross-
beam or binder; it was known as the "hooded chimney" 
and collected the smoke from the peat, turf or wood fire 
on the open hearth. Practically all hooded chimneys and 
hearths have been replaced by stone-built flues and fire-
places. Where cupboards are provided, the tall, carved 
"bread cupboard" (in which was kept the staple diet of 
oatmeal cakes) is fixed opposite the hearth, and the small, 
square "spice cupboard" (in which were kept the spices 
which required warm, dry storage) is let into the cross-
wall, between hearth and fire-window.' Thus plan-form, 
window arrangement and cupboard provision comprise 
the characteristics of the statesman plan. 

The three versions of it which may be distinguished 
are as follows : — 

(a) Those in which a window between entrance and 
gable indicates a service room. Farm buildings are in 
general quite separate, although they sometimes butt 
against the bower gable. These examples coincide most 
closely with the descriptions of Clark, Gough and 
Hodgson. 

(b) Those in which the service room is replaced by 
farm buildings—byre and barn. 

(c) Those without either attached farm buildings or 
attached service room; they correspond most closely to 

4  RCHM Westmorland, lxi. 
RCHM Westmorland, lxiii. 
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EDEN VALLEY, 1650 TO I840 	 165 

the version in Hodgson's description which "wanted the 
downhouse". 6 

Midtown Cottage, Brampton, near Appleby (fig. 2) is 
typical of version (a) of the statesman plan. The house 
consists of three rooms on the ground floor and a divided 
loft upstairs; it is built of rendered stone and has. 
a thatched Toof, now covered with corrugated iron. The 
present front door, opening into a lobby stolen from the 
bower, has square-cut jambs and is evidently an insertion, 
for the other front door has splayed jambs and a debased 
form of four-centred arch. This latter door leads into 
the downhouse, still used as a scullery and store. The 
room has a stone-flagged floor, is open to the thatch, and 
is lit only by a .small window set high in the gable wall. 
There is a door opposite the front door, giving a through 
passage which is not partitioned off. The kitchen is 
reached by way of a short passage flanked by a boarded 
partition (now covered with wallpaper) which ends in a 
post, 6 in. square, tenoned into the first binder. The 
kitchen, which also has a stone flagged floor, is ceiled 
by the boards and joists of the upper storey, and contains 
the only fireplace in the cottage. This fireplace encloses 
the huge 19th century cast-iron range still usual in the 
Eden Valley houses, and leaves no trace of a hooded 
chimney except that, from the downhouse side, the ends 
of two wooden chimney-stack supports may be seen, high 
in the apex of the wall. The kitchen is lit by two 
windows to the front (a two-light window and a single-
light fire-window) and one, which appears to have been 
inserted, to the back. Opposite the fireplace a door in 
the partition opens into the bower. This is now used as 
a pantry, but its boarded floor recalls a former superior 
function; it is lit by a single small window to the front. 

From the kitchen a narrow, winding staircase of wood 
leads to the loft. The tenants of the cottage recall that 

6 Hodgson and Briggs, op. cit.: Briggs gives a description, and adds:—
"Numbers of these houses still remain, in all parts of the county. Many of 
them evidently not above a century old" (i.e., built about 172o). 
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166 	SMALL HOUSE DEVELOPMENT 

similar cottages in the neighbourhood, now demolished, 
have had a sloping ladder, rather like a ship's companion-
wa, in this position, and it is probable that the present 
staircase, which bites awkwardly into the bower, replaces 
something of the sort. Certainly there has been a ladder 
or staircase in this position from an early date, for the 
floor at this point is neither flagged nor boarded, but 
reveals the bare earth. Upstairs there is a loft covering 
kitchen and bower, and at present divided into two by a 
partition of tongued and grooved boarding; one part is 
lit by a modern dormer window, and the other by a 
window in the gable which may also be an insertion, 
since it is comparatively large, and has a shallow wooden 
external lintel. 

The loft is unequally divided by a truss consisting of 
two principal rafters, each tapering from base to apex 
and curved at the base, where it sinks into the wall, held 
together by a collar near the apex. Detailed examina-
tion of the truss and wall and ceiling surface is prevented 
by an overall covering of wallpaper, but the truss appears 
to be of "upper-cruck" form, i.e. springing from first 
floor level and without tie-beam, rather than of "cruck" 
form, i.e. springing from plinth level and held by a tie-
beam. The upper cruck in such a position has been 
noted in other examples which have been examined, and 
probably represents an intermediate stage between use 
of full crucks and of normal roof-trusses. 

The building closely fits the descriptions of Clark, 
Gough and Hodgson. The hall unit is present, here 
known as the kitchen; the bower unit is present; the 
service unit or downhouse is present and open to the roof; 
and there is a loft. The cross-passage or "hallan", , the 
screen or "heck", , and the oak partition separating 
kitchen and bower remain. There are indications of 
a hooded chimney, and fire-window and spice-cupboard 
may be seen. The style of doorway (the only piece of 
decoration in the building) suggests a date around 166o. 
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EDEN VALLEY, 1650 TO 1840 	167 

A rather more ambitious example of version (a) of the 
statesman's plan may be seen in the small house known 
as Westoe, Skelton, Cumberland (fig. 3). The house 
consisted of three rooms on the ground floor and two on 
the first floor, is built of rendered stone and is covered 
with a roof of sandstone flags. The front door is of 
identical pattern to that of Midtown Cottage, and opens 
on to a paved passage running right across the house, 
but walled on both sides. To one side of the passage 
there is a room used as a kitchen by the present occupiers, 
but formerly used as a butching-house ; from it a dairy 
opens. The room is crossed by two binders, which are 
said to have carried the floor of a hay-loft. Some inches 
above the binders there is a boarded and joisted floor 
inserted by the present owners when a bathroom and extra 
bedroom were formed. It appears, then, that the rooms 
on this side of the cross-passage formerly corresponded 
to the downhouse, with farm storage above. To the 
other side, a short passage flanked by a stone partition 
leads into the kitchen. This room, with flagged floor and 
ceiled by the joists and boards of the bedroom floor, 
contains the principal fireplace of the house ; the fire now 
burns in a modern tiled fireplace, but to one side there 
remains a small, square spice-cupboard, let into the wall. 
The kitchen is lit by a narrow fire-window and a window, 
formerly mullioned, of two lights. Both windows are in 
the front wall. Opposite the fireplace a doorway leads 
into the bower. On one side of the doorway the partition, 
though now papered over, appears to be of vertical oak 
boarding, and the change of material at the other side 
suggests that a bread-cupboard may have stood here. The 
bower is lit by two windows, formerly mullioned (one of 
them has been blocked), and contains a modern fireplace 
whose flue lies in the gable wall. 

The first floor is reached by a staircase enclosed in an 
outshut (i.e. an extension covered by a lean-to roof) from 
the kitchen. The present wooden newel stair replaces 
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168 	SMALL HOUSE DEVELOPMENT 

a returned stone stair, and the outshut formerly included 
a small pantry. The first floor has been partitioned by 
the present owner, but its original layout can easily be 
traced. The stairs led directly into the larger bedroom, 
which contains the projecting flue of the main fireplace. 
The flue curves to meet a chimney-stack which appears, 
as far as can be discerned through the wallpaper, to be 
carried on cantilevered wooden beams like the stack to 
a hooded chimney; the curve of the chimney-breast is 
necessary because the stack passes centrally through the 
ridge. From the larger bedroom a door leads into the 
smaller. The awkward way in which the dividing parti-
tion butts against the window-jamb suggests that the parti-
tion, though not recent, may not be original either, and 
that the first floor may have contained only one bedroom. 
The rooms are now celled, and the roof is carried on 
trusses of comparatively low pitch and with low-set 
collars. 

The characteristics of version (a) of the statesman plan, 
as revealed by the literary sources and the two measured 
examples, are as follows : - 

(i) Entrance is by a passage which runs across the house from 
front to back, and has doors at each end. 

(ii) On one side of the cross-passage there is a service room, 
and on the other side, entered through a door at the far end, 
there is the principal living-room, usually known as the kitchen. 

(iii) The cross-passage is separated from the kitchen by a wall 
which rises up to the ridge. The kitchen fireplace (the principal 
or only fireplace of the dwelling) backs on to this wall. Beside 
the fireplace, a spice-cupboard occupies a recess in the wall. 

(iv) The living-quarters consist of a kitchen (which is lit, as 
a rule, by two windows, one of them a single-light fire-window) 
and a bower, separated by a wooden partition, though sometimes 
part of the bower is partitioned off to form a buttery. Over 
these rooms are one or more bedrooms, reached by a ladder or, 
in the superior and later houses, by a stone staircase set in an 
outshut. 

Of the 205 examples of the statesman plan 98, 
or 47.8%, appear (as far as external evidence can show) 
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EDEN VALLEY, 1650 TO 1840 	169 

to have these characteristics ; and the through passage was 
definitely located in 32 of these 98 examples. The Time-
Scale (fig. 1) shows that the version was in use for almost 
a hundred years, the earliest being of 1675, and the latest 
reliably dated example of 1769. During this period, a 
number of dated examples are concentrated between 1675 
and 1700 ; nevertheless, the distribution is fairly even 
right down to 1753.  

No single, unaltered examples typical of version (b) of 
the statesman plan were found, but three buildings taken 
together illustrate the characteristics of the plan. 

Ruined Cottage, 
. 
Morland, Westmorland (fig. 4), is a 

two-storey structure comprising farm buildings and 
dwelling-house separated by a cross-passage. The house 
seems to have had three rooms on the ground floor 
(kitchen, bower and buttery) and one or more on the first 
floor. The walls are of bare carboniferous limestone 
rubble, built to courses, and the roof is thatched but 
has been almost completely overgrown. Although the 
dwelling-house is falling into ruin, the farm buildings are 
still in use, are kept in repair, and may have been altered : 
for their Welsh slate roof is unlikely to be original. 

The front door opens on to a paved passage which runs 
right across the building. To one side, a door in a 
modern boarded partition leads into the farm buildings, 
whose modern loft extends over the cross-passage. To 
the other side, a doorway leads into the dwelling-house; 
this doorway has neither stone lintel nor dressed jambs 
to suggest that it has at any time contained an external 
door. There was probably a short passage screening the 
fireplace, for there is a mortice-hole at the junction of 
binder and trimmer, to receive a post like that at Midtown 
Cottage. From the window arrangement it appears that 
the kitchen extended as far as the third binder, which is 
grooved as if to receive a boarded partition. The room, 
then, would be lit by two windows with splayed jambs, 
formerly of two lights (the mullions have disappeared, 
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170 	 SMALL HOUSE DEVELOPMENT 

but their seatings remain), and a single-light fire-window, 
all in the front wall. The floor is too deeply covered in 
débris for its material to be ascertained, but the room 
was ceiled by the joists and boards of the first floor. The 
kitchen contains the only fireplace of the house, at present 
occupied by a cast-iron range. A spice-cupboard with 
a carved wooden door and frame is set into the wall. 

The remaining space on the ground floor was probably 
divided between buttery and bower, for at the rear a 
stone shelf, 5 ft. 4 in. long, is fixed against the gable wall 
and this, being out of place in a bower, probably marked 
the width of the buttery. A small, square single-light 
opening, with splayed jambs, in the rear wall would light 
the room. The remaining space was probably occupied 
by the bower, for it has a window, formerly of two lights, 
at the front; and there are traces of plaster on the gable 
wall, disappearing at the line of the stone shelf previously 
mentioned. Among the débris on the floor there lies a 
single-flight staircase of sawn deal, evidently a replace-
ment, and there is no trace of the earlier stair. It can 
only be assumed that some sort of ladder was used for 
access to the upper floor. 

The first floor can hardly be called a loft, as it has two 
original windows in the side wall, but these windows are 
right on floor-level, and the side walls are only 4 ft. in 
height. A portion of the floor remains, but it is impossible 
to tell whether the storey was occupied by a single room 
or was partitioned. The roof is divided into two unequal 
bays by a truss formed of two cruck blades with curved 
feet and held by a collar. It is plain that the blades have 
had their feet sawn off and then been either raised or 
re-used, for rebates and peg-holes indicate a position for 
the collar higher than the present one, and similar signs 
on the blades and tie-beam indicate that the beam, now 
used as a floor-binder, formerly crossed the crucks and 
projected on either side to carry the wall-plate in the 
normal cruck-truss manner. The "upper crucks", if 
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EDEN VALLEY, 1650 TO I840 	171 

such they may be called, support pairs of purlins and a 
ridge, which in turn carry straw thatch on riven timber 
spars. 

If the deduced arrangement of rooms be accepted, 
Ruined Cottage, Morland, fits the descriptions of the 
statesman's house already quoted, except that the down-
house is replaced by farm buildings. These farm build-
ings have been subject to recent alteration, but those of 
Bromley Green, Great Ormside, Westmorland, are still 
used in conjunction with the dwelling-house. 

Bromley Green (fig. 5) now presents a long range of 
farm buildings and living-quarters, stone-built and 
rendered, beneath an uninterrupted grey slate roof, and 
seems to have undergone three phases of construction. 
The third phase is represented by the 19th century back-
kitchen and bedroom projecting from the rear, and the 
present central front door. The doorway has square-cut 
jambs and includes a fanlight, both signs of a 19th century 
date, and the return of the label mould about the head 
is of stone comparatively recently worked. The present 
tenants (whose family has occupied the farm for three 
generations) recall that the through passage, now blocked, 
was in use until about 187o. If the door be accepted as 
late 19th century work, then the partitioning, which 
forms the present lobby, may be considered of the same 
period. 

The second phase is represented by the present windows 
and roof. The windows are typical mid-18th century 
work, square in shape and with chamfered jambs; the 
section of the reveal indicates that the present balanced 
sashes are not original. During this stage, also, the out-
shut containing the staircase and the dairy would have 
been added, for it is lit by windows of similar form and 
is contained within a sweep from the main roof. At 
this stage, then, the farmstead would consist of byre, 
meal-house and loose-box, surmounted by a barn, and 
separated by a cross-passage from the dwelling-house, 
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172 	 SMALL HOUSE DEVELOPMENT 

which would probably consist of a kitchen and parlour, 
each with a fireplace, a dairy, and two bedrooms above. 
There would be access between byre and kitchen across 
the passage. 

The appearance of the farmstead in its first phase of 
construction may be deduced from traces of eaves-line 
and blocked windows. The original eaves-line of the 
house, interrupted by 18th century windows, is visible 
some feet below the present eaves; quoin-stones indicate 
that the eaves-line of the farm buildings ran lower still. 
There are the blocked remains of three two-light windows 
with splayed mullions and jambs which lit the upper storey 
of the house. A similar window in the upper bower 
gable indicates that the flue projecting from that wall is 
not original. The label course on the ground floor con-
tains a single-light fire-window and the blocked remains 
of two more windows of two lights and with splayed 
mullions and jambs. A plinth of boulders runs along 
the farm buildings and dwelling-house. At this stage, 
then, the farmstead probably consisted of a barn and byre 
with loft over, separated by a through passage from a 
dwelling-house of two storeys, comprising kitchen and 
bower with a single bedroom, reached by a ladder, above. 
The lintel of 1687 indicates the date of this phase. 

A set of ruins at Hilton, Murton, Westmorland (fig. 6), 
helps to illustrate version (b) of the statesman plan. It 
consists of a byre and barn, built of coursed rubble and 
with a stone-flagged roof, separated by a cross-passage 
from a house of which only the foundations remain. The 
cross-passage is entered through a doorway which has 
dressed and chamfered jambs and a lintel dated 175o; at 
the far end of the passage is another doorway; to one 
side, a doorway in the cross-wall gave on to the dwelling 
portion; to the other side, and opposite, a square open-
ing in the stone partition-wall allowed the farmer to 
inspect the byre. Both barn and byre are entered from 
doors in the front wall, and 7 ft. high partition walls to 
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EDEN VALLEY, 1650 TO 1840 	173 

byre and cross-passage suggest that all this portion was 
ceiled and would provide a useful loft. The roof is 
carried on tie-beam trusses. 

The dwelling portion of the farm has almost entirely 
disappeared, though the tenant of the land said that it 
was thatched, and had been inhabited within the memory 
of an old man of ninety living in the village . Its extent 
may be traced along the foundations which rise out of 
the falling ground, and from the two spurs which jut out 
of the cross-wall. Neither fireplace nor chimney-stack 
survives, but wooden stumps and a triangular chase in 
the wall suggest that there may have been a hooded 
chimney. 

The characteristics of version (b) of the statesman plan, 
as revealed by these three examples, are as follows : - 

(i) The farmstead consists of farm buildings and dwelling-
house, in a continuous range, but separated by a cross-passage. 

(ii) The passage runs right across the range from front to back; 
and, at the far end, opposite doors lead in one case to the byre, 
and in the other to the kitchen. 

(iii) A cross-wall, having (on the kitchen side) the principal or 
only fireplace, separates the passage from the kitchen. 

(iv) The dwelling-house resembles in every particular the 
corresponding portion of version (a) of the statesman plan. 

(v) The farm buildings, which may not be as tall as the 
dwelling-house, consist of a byre and barn, with a loft over the 
byre and cross-passage. 

As far as external examination can show, 83 out of 
the 205 examples of the statesman plan possess these 
characteristics. This substantial proportion, 40.5% of 
the class, and 1 i % of all the small houses, includes 20 in 
which the cross-passage was definitely located. Examples 
range in date from 167o to 1769, but with a concentration 
between 168o and 1710, again witnessing the zenith and 
the decline of the statesman class. 

Examples of versions (a) and (b) of the statesman plan 
usually provide similar areas of domestic accommoda-
tion, but Rose Cottage, Winton, Westmorland (fig. 7), 
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an example of version (c), provides a smaller area. The 
house is built of sandstone, colourwashed, has a stone- 
flagged roof of shallow pitch, and provides two principal 
rooms : a kitchen downstairs and a bedroom, now divided, 
upstairs. 

The entrance doorway is at one side of a gable wall 
and opens on to a passage flanked by a boarded partition, 
formerly ending in a post, 6 in. square, 5 ft. from the 
entrance, but now extended a further 4  ft. The kitchen, 
of which the passage is a part, has a flagged floor, and is 
ceiled by the joists and boards of the floor above; it is 
lit by two windows : one is square, with a wooden lintel 
and two opening casements; the other is a single-light 
fire-window with splayed jambs and a fixed casement. 
The kitchen contains the only fireplace in the house; 
this is fitted with a ,9th century cast-iron range, but has 
a spice-cupboard in the usual position on one side, and 
a small recess on the other. Opposite the fireplace a 
door in a boarded partition opens into the pantry; this 
is a tiny compartment, occupying the position taken in 
other examples by the bower, partly under the stairs, but 
with a window to the front. There is a lean-to scullery 
at the back of the house, but this has such thin walls that 
it may be an addition. The single flight of wooden stairs 
opens directly into a bedroom, now divided by a modern 
partition; the room is lit by two windows (one with 
sliding-sash) and is ceiled at normal height. 

Hodgson wrote that "the houses of the peasantry 
wanted the downhouse"—and, apart from this lack, Rose 
Cottage contains, at a lower standard, accommodation 
similar, in kind and arrangement, to examples of ver-
sions (a) and (b). 

The characteristics of version (c) of the statesman plan, 
as shewn by this example and by Hodgson's statement, 
are as follows : - 

(i) The house consists of a kitchen and a bower, parlour or 
pantry, on the ground floor, and a bedroom on the first floor. 
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(ii) There are neither downhouse, farm buildings nor cross-
passage. 

(iii) The principal or only fireplace in the house is in the gable 
wall of the kitchen, and screened by a short partition from the 
entrance, which is in the same gable. 

The survey revealed 18 examples which, from external 
evidence, possess these characteristics. None of them 
have much sign of antiquity, and the only dated example 
is of 1765. The small number of examples, and the 
comparatively late emergence of this version, suggest that 
the economic development of the Valley did not call for 
such a plan until the decline of the statesman class during 
the latter half of the 18th century. 

Considerable help in the dating of examples of the 
statesman plan has been given by the fashion of carving 
the initials of the owner and his wife, together with the 
date, as part of the decoration of the main door lintel, 
and most of the dates on which the Time-Scale is based 
have been provided by such lintels. However, such 
decoration of the lintel did not always satisfy the states-
man's desire for the perpetuation of his memory, and the 
more prosperous members of the class included their 
initials and a date on the carved doors of the bread-
cupboard and spice-cupboard. This evidence was hidden 
from a survey based on external observation, and no 
doubt many of the cupboards have been removed, to 
find new homes as antiques; but the Royal Commission's 
Westmorland volume records surviving examples dated 
up to 1715 in that county, and time-scales which were 
drawn for examples within the Westmorland part of the 
Eden Valley revealed that the dating of bread-cupboards 
and that of spice-cupboards were in fact successive 
practices, coinciding only for the II years between 1685 
and 1696. Since the bread-cupboard contained the oaten 
"clap-bread" which was the staple food at one period, 
it may be that a diet of wheaten bread, not stored in a 
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particular cupboard, was adopted by the wealthier states-
men (who alone could afford carved cupboard doors) at 
about the turn of the century. 

The statesman plan, in its three versions, appears to 
represent the convergence of two courses of development. 
One involved the subdivision of an early "long-house" , 
to make a more comfortable dwelling; the other led to 
the enlargement of early two-unit dwellings, by the addi-
tion of a service unit, to provide an imitation of the three-
unit mediæval manor house. 

There is strong evidence that examples classified 
as version (b), the "farm buildings version", of the 
statesman plan, are developed long-houses. Peate and 
Fox use the term long-house to describe a house-type 
which they have found in Wales. Peate writes as 
follows' : — 

"We have now examined `samples' of long-houses from all 
the moorland area. In plan, all consist of dwelling-house and 
cow-house with internal access from one to the other. In the 
majority of cases, the fireplace is more or less central to the 
whole building, near the junction of cow-house and dwelling. 
Only in a small number of examples is the fireplace at the gable 
end. In several of the houses the dwelling ends in a transverse 
passage (with a door at each end) which serves as a feeding walk 
for cattle. This passage, and the dwelling itself, is paved. In 
almost all instances, all the dwelling-end, or the `best' part of 
it, is above the level of the cow-house and approached by one 
or more stone steps." 

In most particulars this description fits the examples 
grouped as version (b) of the statesman plan, and 
resembles the descriptions by Nicholson, Kenward and 
Garnett of late 17th century statesman dwellings. 
Nicholson gives evidence' that entry was made along a 
cross-passage separating house from byre, that the hearth 
was reached by the circuitous route described by James 
Clark, and also that the byre was reached sometimes from 

7 I. C. Peate, "The Welsh house", Y Cymmrodor 47 (1940), go. 
8  Cf. J. S. Nicholson, History of Crosby Garrett, Westmorland (1914), 63. 
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the cross-passage, and sometimes from outside ; Kenward 
states' that one roof covered house and farm buildings, 
that the division went up to the ridge and was between 
"stable and house-place", and Garnett says10  that farm 
buildings were joined to houses, but does not state at 
which end, nor whether there was common entrance from 
a passage. 

Descriptions of the 16th to 17th century equivalent, by 
Dickinson and Grainger, portray a building with a cross-
passage and dwelling-part separated from the byre but 
interconnected. Dickinson writes' that there survived 
in the 18th century 
"many sets of farm buildings consisting of oblong blocks adjoin-
ing the farm-yards. The dwelling at one end of the block was 
separated from the outbuilding by a covered passage. There 
was an inner door opening out of the passage into the kitchen 
or living-room, and the passage was common thoroughfare for 
men and dogs, horses, cattle, wheelbarrow, poultry, etc." 
Grainger states12  that the traditional plan of the Cumber-
land farmhouse had a cross-passage separating house from 
byre, and that the door into the house-part was at the 
far end of the passage. 

Nicholson and Turner describe a still earlier house-type, 
built on crucks, and with cattle occupying half a single-
roomed dwelling. Nicholson states13  that a type of farm-
house "continuing in use down to the middle of the 17th 
century" had the family dwelling in one end of a building 
and cattle in the other "with some sort of a partition 
between. It might be that one doorway served both 
ends in these cases. With these people it was a deeply-
seated idea that the smell from cattle was healthy and an 
antidote against certain diseases." Turner considers" 

James Kenward, The Roof Tree (1938), 55, referring to a farmhouse 
"between two and three hundred years old by Ullswater." 

10  F. W. Garnett, Westmorland Agriculture 1800-1900 (1912), 3. 
11 W. Dickinson, Cumbriana (1876), 223. 
12 Francis Grainger, "Agriculture in Cumberland in ancient times", CW2 

ix I22. 
13 op. cit., 63. 
14H. Turner, Domestic Architecture in England (1853), ü 200. 

O 
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that the cottages of Cumberland and Westmorland were 
like those of Northumberland and Durham, of which the 
earliest surviving (in 1853) were built on crucks with clay 
or rubble walls and of two apartments : "the first 
containing the only external door is occupied by the cow; 
a rude partition called a "brattish" rises to the eaves 
and separates this from the only dwelling-room of the 
family" . 

Writers have for some time remarked on the existence 
of the long-house in the North of England generally. 
Addy makes the pointer : - 

"On one side of the `floor' (i.e. the threshing-floor) of the 
typical old English farm building is a wall reaching up to the 
joists of the `balk' [or loft] and dividing the `floor' from the 
`shippon' . On the other side of the `floor' the wall goes up to 
the ridge-tree, and behind this last-named wall the chimney 
stack of the `house-place' or `fire-house' is often found." 

He quotes" William Harrison's statement in A Description 
of England (1577) that in "some of the north parts of 
our country" men and cattle occupied the same building. 
Seebohm, writing of the 16th century, says" : "In the 
northern and fenny parts of the country the ancient 
custom of including stables and other outhouses all under 
one roof was still continued." The plan is given as 
typical of crucked farmhouses in Lancashire" : "the 
dwellings of the peasantry in Lancashire in the 17th 
century", wherein "at one end of the cottage there is 
frequently a division of timber and wattlework which 
divides off a space allocated to cattle." Burns writes" 
of the cow "that 'yont the hallin snugly chowse her cood", 
the word "hallin" undoubtedly corresponding to the 
"hallan" used in Cumberland and Westmorland for the 
cross-passage. Bishop Hall, writing in 1610 of the 

15 S. O. Addy Evolution of the English House, 2nd ed. (1930), 81 ff., 103. 
16 Op. cit., 95. 
17  M. E. Seebohm, Evolution of the English Farm (1927), 211. 
18  W. F. Price, "Homes of the yeomen and peasantry of Lancashire in the 

17th and 18th centuries", Memorials of Old Lancashire (1909), i 255. 
18  Quoted by Peate, op. cit., 92. 
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"cottar" in the north of England, 2 0 , refers to the one-
roomed dwelling in which "at his bed's-feate feeden his 
stabled teme" . According to Peate, 21 

"the housing of the cattle under the family roof is an arrange-
ment characteristic of the Celtic Highland Zone of Wales, Ireland, 
Cumberland, and Scotland; and on the Welsh moorland there 
survive both typological ancestor, with byres opening directly 
from the cross-passage, and descendant, with byre separately 
entered." 

The parallels between stages of development of these 
Welsh houses and certain of the Eden Valley references 
are close indeed.22  

However, in other areas, under conditions comparable 
with those of the Eden Valley, there have been found 
17th century dwellings closely resembling version (a)—
with downhouse—of the statesman plan, whose evolution 
may be traced back through stages from a two-unit 
crucked building. Fox and Raglan make the point with 
reference to Monmouthshire,23  Atkinson for the Cleveland 
Hills,24  and (to some extent) Peate for Welsh houses.25  
In the Eden Valley, apart from the evidence suggested 
by the surviving examples, there is Housman's state-
ment2ó that, in 1800, 
"most of the ancient houses belonging to the common people 
in the county are extremely simple, consisting of a kitchen and 
parlour only; in the former the family sit, eat, and do all their 
household work, and in the latter they sleep and sometimes 
keep their milk, butter and cheese." 

20 Quoted by Ralph Dutton, The English Country House, znd ed. (1943), 22. 
21 op. cit., 81. 
22 Cf. Peate, op. Cit., 66 (use of loft as a common bedroom) with similar use 

in Cumberland and Westmorland (on the evidence of Clark, Hodgson, Briggs, 
Nicholson, etc) ; 70 (long-house modernised by raising the eaves to give two 
full storeys and inserting a staircase) with similar work, e.g. at Bromley Green, 
Great Ormside; 193 (early use of stone with clay mortar) with similar evidence 
from Nicholson and Housman. 

23 Sir Cyril Fox and Lord Raglan, Monmouthshire Houses i (1951), 72. 
24 J  C. Atkinson, Forty Years in a Moorland Parish (1892), 453. 
25 Op. Cit., 104 f., 125 and 128. 
26 J. Housman, Topographical Description of Cumberland (1800), 5o. 
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And Clark and Hodgson describe what is here called the 
statesman plan without mentioning any attached cow-
house, as if the downhouse might have been added to an 
otherwise two-unit house. 

It is reasonable to suppose that the medival manor-
house of three-unit plan (with solar, hall and kitchen) 
was imitated on a lower social plane at a later period 
of time. Fox and Raglan put it27  that 
"simple plans, common among the well-to-do members of the 
community in medival times, tend to survive in the post-
mediæval dwelling of the crofter or landless labourer," 

and they discuss the influence of this process in Mon-
mouthshire. 

It is not suggested that version (b) of the statesman 
plan—i.e. with farm buildings—is simply and solely 
descended from the long-house, nor that version (a)—with 
the downhouse — is the direct and sole descendant of 
the two-bay dwelling; for parallel development would 
undoubtedly lead to some exchange of characteristics. 
But it is suggested that both threads converged, at a time 
of unusual economic significance, to produce the three 
versions of the statesman plan. 

II. THE DOUBLE-FRONTED HOUSE WITH NO 
OUTSHUT. 

The first change from the statesman plan was in the 
position of the front door (fig. 8). Once this door was 
placed about the centre of the elevation, to open directly 
into the kitchen, and the cross-passage was omitted, a 
radical change was made in the appearance of the house. 
What had previously been a completely asymmetrical 
elevation became one approaching symmetry, and came 
to be termed "double-fronted". The plan arrangement 
of kitchen and bower or parlour, with one or more bed-
rooms above (which we have found to be the nucleus of 

27  op. cit., 88. 
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the statesman plan), was at first retained, and the 
characteristics of the first successor of the statesman plan 
are as follows : — 

(i) The house is entered from a door about the middle of the 
elevation, opening directly into the kitchen, beside the bower 
or parlour partition. There is no through-passage separating 
dwelling-house from farm buildings. 

(ii) The house is only one room in depth, and there are no 
outshuts at the back. 

(iii) The accommodation consists of kitchen and bower or 
parlour, with one or more bedrooms, reached by an internal 
ladder or staircase, above. 

A rather late instance of this type survives in Fell Gate, 
Crosby Ravensworth (fig. 8). The Table shows that 65 
examples, 8.7% of the 748 small houses in the district 
with which we are concerned, possess these characteristics. 
From the Time-Scale, it may be seen that this plan was 
in general use between 1695 and 1745, though an example 
dated 1661 has been found, and others (mainly of the 
smallest size) range in date as far as 183o. The peak 
period coincided with the peak in use of the statesman 
plan for 15 years, and then overlapped it for another 35—
thus confirming that this plan may rightly be considered 
the first successor of the statesman plan. 

III. THE DOUBLE-FRONTED HOUSE WITH 
OUTSHUTS. 

If the first change from the statesman plan was in the 
position of the front door, the second was in the staircase 
provision. It will be remembered that, in the examples 
described above, the staircase was either contained within 
the main walls of the house (as some more or less elaborate 
form of ladder) or within a projection from the rear wall. 
The use of a spiral stone staircase in a projection probably 
began in the larger statesman's house; io examples are 
quoted in the Royal Commission's Westmorland volume 
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for the portion of the Eden Valley with which that volume 
is concerned, and they are generally from the larger farm-
houses, dated by the Royal Commission to between 1675 
and 170o. Five more examples of such spiral stone 
staircases were brought to light by the survey. The type 
was obviously inspired by the spiral staircases normal in 
castles, pele towers and manor houses right down to the 
beginning of the 17th century. 

The inconveniences of the spiral staircase are painfully 
apparent to anyone who has climbed a cathedral tower 
or a castle keep, and it was not long before improvements 
were made. For example, at Westoe, Skelton (fig. 3), 
the staircase, though still of stone, consisted of two 
straight flights in a rectangular projection, over which 
the roof was swept down. In the 18th century extensions 
to Bromley Green, Great Ormside (fig. 5), a similar stair-
case was added, the opportunity being taken to extend 
the outshut laterally, to form a dairy. When such 
extensions were combined with a central doorway, a plan 
form quite different from the statesman plan was pro-
duced. 

Bridge End, Drybeck, Westmorland (fig. 9), is typical 
of this, the "outshut plan". On the ground floor, the 
house has two rooms within the main walls and two in 
the outshut, and on the first floor there are three bed-
rooms. The walls are of carboniferous limestone, colour-
washed, and carry a roof of grey slate. Though the 
main block is extended as farm buildings, there is no 
cross-passage, and no intercommunication between house 
and byres. The house has suffered alterations, but its 
original form can be distinguished quite easily. 

The front doorway has chamfered sandstone jambs and 
lintel, and is exactly in the centre of the elevation. This 
is not typical: as a rule, .in such houses, the front door is 
a little off-centre. The doorway, now blocked, opened 
directly into the kitchen, right beside the partition which 
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divides kitchen and parlour. The kitchen has a flagged 
floor and a plastered ceiling through which adzed wooden 
binders project, and is lit by a single window formerly 
of three lights. The principal fireplace of the house is 
contained in the kitchen, and both fireplace and flue are 
built in the thickness of a gable wall. Alongside the 
fireplace, a small cupboard and set of drawers are built 
in, to occupy the position held in the houses of the states-
man plan by the spice-cupboard. At the other side of 
the fireplace, there are at present a doorway and a 
screened passage, but the dimensions of the doorway, its 
square-cut jambs, and the boarding of the partition, show 
them to be insertions, presumably made when the front 
door was blocked. Opposite the fireplace, a door in the 
partition opens into the parlour which is ceiled, has a 
boarded floor, and is lit by a two-light window. The 
room contains a small fireplace and another cupboard 
let into the wall. From the kitchen a third door, almost 
opposite the front door, leads into the outshut, opening 
into a room, now used as a scullery, which has a flagged 
floor and is open to the slates. Two small single-light 
windows, one of them almost at eaves level, light the 
room, and there are no signs that it has ever been lofted. 
The back door, now blocked, formerly opened into this 
room. Through a modern partition are reached the 
staircase and a small, square room, lit only by a single-
light window, which was probably built as a dairy, but 
has been fitted with a copper and is now used as a wash-
house. 

The stone stairs, of two straight flights, lead to a short 
passage, from which the three bedrooms open; but from 
a landing a door leads into a small store-room, contained 
within the triangle of the roof-slope, and without any 
sort of window. The bedroom partitions, which appear 
to be original, coincide with the two tie-beam trusses 
which carry the roof. All the bedrooms are ceiled, and 
one has a fireplace. 
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The plan of Bridge End, Drybeck, corresponds closely 
with the description given by Bailey and Culley, in 
1794, " 8 of the typical farm-house of Cumberland : -  

"These houses have, for the most part, a kitchen and parlour 
in front, a too-fall29  back-kitchen and milk-house behind, with 
four or five lodging-rooms above; the front contains four or five 
middle-sized sash windows, two below stairs and three above. 

Where farms are so very small, no great extent of farm offices 
are wanted; a barn, a byre for housing their cattle in winter and 
a small stable, are in general all that is necessary : no regular 
plan for their form or scite (sic) seems to have been adopted, 
everyone building according to what he thinks the most conveni-
ent for his stock and situation; but they are mostly built at 
each end of the farm-house."30  

The characteristics of the outshut plan, according to 
the two descriptions, are as follows : — 

(i) The house consists of a kitchen and parlour with bedrooms 
above, all contained within a roof-span the depth of one room, 
together with a staircase and one or more rooms in an outshut 
from the rear wall, the roof being swept down to embrace the 
outshut. 

(ii) Entrance is by a door placed at or about the centre of the 
front wall, opening directly into the kitchen. 

(iii) Windows at the front are disposed more or less symmet-
rically about the front door; windows at the back are smaller 
and more freely arranged. 

(iv) There are at least two fireplaces, and there may be a 
third upstairs; all are contained within the gable walls. 

In the course of the survey, it was found that 193 
examples, 25.7% of all the small houses, possess these 
characteristics (as far as external examination can show) . 
In a further 6o examples the existence of an outshut has 
not been confirmed, mainly through the difficulty of gain-
ing access to the back of a building. The Time-Scale 
shows that, on the evidence of dated examples, the outshut 
plan was in use between 1710 and 1820, and was in most 

28  J. Bailey and G. Culley, General View of the Agriculture of the County 
of Cumberland (1794), 12. 

29 The word "teuf all" is still used in the Eden Valley to signify a lean-to 
or single-pitch roof. Cf. also J. Walker, History of Penrith (1858), 41. 

3o Cf. also Grainger, op. cit., 121. 
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frequent use between 175o and 1795. It is not always 
possible to be certain that the outshut is original and not 
an addition, and it may be that some of the earlier of 
these dated houses were first built without an outshut. 

IV. THE DOUBLE-FRONTED HOUSE TWO 
ROOMS IN DEPTH. 

The outshut plan marked an advance in space standards 
on the three versions of the statesman plan, but only 
in respect of ground-floor accommodation. The prism-
shaped space obtained at first-floor level was difficult 
to reach and to light, inconvenient in shape and, as 
additional height for ground-floor rooms, wasted space. 
When the fashion for taller rooms and vertical sash-
windows began to influence small houses in the middle of 
the 18th century, this defect was immediately aggravated. 
The solution adopted was to raise the outshut wall to 
full height and move the ridge to the centre of the plan, 
giving a symmetrical roof and a plan two rooms in depth 
on both ground and first floors. 

Langhorne House, Ousby, Cumberland (fig. 1o), is 
typical of this plan. The house consists of four rooms 
on each floor, with walls of coursed red sandstone rubble 
and a roof of grey slate; its farm buildings are attached, 
without intercommunication, at one end. 

The front door, which has dressed and slightly cham-
fered jambs, is 1 ft. off-centre, and was built to open 
directly into the kitchen; for the present studded partition, 
which forms the lobby, contains a door later in pattern 
than the others in the house. The kitchen has a flagged 
floor and a plaster ceiling from which the binders project, 
and is lit by a single window of one balanced and one 
fixed sash. From the kitchen, a door opposite the fireplace 
opens into the parlour, a room similar in description, but 
smaller and with a boarded floor. Another door, opposite 
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the front door, opens from the kitchen into the back-
kitchen, dairy and staircase. The dairy, with a flagged 
floor and plaster ceiling, and lined with stone shelves, is 
lit by a single window, unglazed but shuttered and with 
the word DAIRY painted on the external lintel, presum-
ably in order to claim exemption from the Window Tax. 
The staircase, between back-kitchen and dairy, consists 
of two straight flights of stone stairs, and is lit by a 
fixed casement window at the half-landing. 

The staircase ends in a landing from which the four 
upper rooms open. Two bedrooms correspond to the 
kitchen and parlour on the ground floor; each is lit by 
a single window of one fixed and one balanced sash, while 
the smaller room has a fireplace. The third bedroom, 
now a bathroom, lies directly over the back-kitchen; it 
is lit by a single small window of balanced sashes. A 
fourth room, now a bedroom but said to have had the 
words CHEESE ROOM painted on its external lintel, 
corresponds to the dairy. There is a small glazed open-
ing between this roöm and the staircase, and a similar 
one on the opposite side of the staircase is now blocked; 
their purpose is doubtful. All four rooms are ceiled and 
of full height, and binders (presumably carrying the 
ceiling-joists) project into each room. The flues of all 
four fireplaces are contained within the walls, and join 
to form two stacks at the centres of the gables. 

Housman, in his Topographical Description of Cumber-
land (i800), wrote as follows31: - 

"The most usual plan now adopted in building farm-houses 
is to have a Kitchen, Parlour, Back-Kitchen and Milk-House 
on the ground-floor, and four Bed-Chambers above : common 
dimensions, ten or twelve yards by seven or eight." 

Langhorne House, which appears from the shape and 
character of its windows to have been built about 182o, 
is of just such a plan, and measures 32 ft. by 29 ft. 

31 P. 51. 

 
tcwaas_002_1953_vol53_0017



EDEN VALLEY, 1650 TO 1840 	 187 

The characteristics of this plan, as revealed by the two 
descriptions, are as follows : — 

(i) The house is two rooms in depth, both rooms being within 
the span of the roof. 

(ii) It consists of four rooms on the ground floor and four, of 
corresponding dimensions, on the first floor. The staircase is 
within the rectangle of the plan, and at the rear. 

(iii) The front door is at, or about, the centre of the elevation, 
and opens either directly into the kitchen, or into a lobby 
partitioned off the kitchen. 

(iv) Windows are normally placed in the front and rear walls, 
and not in the gable walls. 

125 examples, making 16.6% of the total number of 
small houses, were found to possess these characteristics 
(as far as external examination could show). The dated 
examples, as the Time-Scale shows, range from about 
1785 to the end of the period under consideration, 1840. 
There is, however, a single example dated 1771 and a 
heavy concentration between 1815 and 1835. The plan-
form was in use for many years after 184o and, from 
casual observation, seems to be the one adopted for the 
numerous isolated farm-houses built about the middle of 
the 19th century. 

The example described, Langhorne House, has a door-
way placed off-centre, and in that respect is typical of the 
class : 75 of the 125 examples have their doors slightly 
off-centre, the remainder (4o% of the class total) having 
geometrically central doors. The 205 examples of the 
statesman plan do not, by definition, possess central 
doors; but of the 419 examples included within the 
remaining five classes, only 37 (or 8.8%) have the front 
door geometrically in the centre. In all classes, the door 
moved off-centre, towards the kitchen gable, permits a 
useful width for the parlour at little sacrifice of elevational 
effect, for the asymmetry is usually overlooked at first 
glance. 
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V. REGENCY AND REVIVAL INFLUENCE. 
It is only to be expected that some small houses should 

exhibit signs of the Gothic and Greek Revival movements 
which were affecting the design of great and large houses 
during the late i8th and early 19th centuries. The 
earliest sign of such influence on small houses in the Eden 
Valley may be discerned in the glazing-bars fretted into 
pointed arch shapes at the head of the semi-circular 
headed staircase window which came into use towards 
the end of the period under survey. 

The first example in which exclusively Gothic details 
were used on a small house is one at Bongate, Appleby, 
dated 1800. Here a plan-form of symmetrical though 
not typical layout is embellished with crenellated parapets, 
a projecting bay, mullioned and transomed windows 
beneath label moulds, quatrefoil panels, and a four-
centred arched doorway with fretted glazing-bars. 

A second example, dated 1828, shows Gothic influence 
to the extent of dropped and returned label moulds over 
rectangular windows, and a porch entered through a two-
centred arch. Its plan appears to differ from the typical 
plan "two rooms thick" in the position of the back door. 

The only other dated example in this class is represented 
by a wing added to a small house and dated 1834.. The 
wing contains mullioned windows beneath label moulds, 
a two-centred arch with drip-course over the date-plaque, 
and a steeply-pitched roof decorated with fanciful barge-
boarding. 

There are five other examples showing Gothic or Greek 
influence to a similar extent, making 8 in the class 
altogether; but it is obvious that the full weight of the 
Revival movements was not felt until after the close of 
the survey period. 

. VI. CONCLUSION. 
Thus we have been considering five distinct classes of 

small houses. If we have omitted those which could not 
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be assigned to a class, from lack of information, those 
too indeterminate in shape or too spoiled by alteration 
to be classified, and those in Lowther Village which are 
in a class of their own, our five classes nevertheless make 
up the bulk of surviving domestic buildings in the Eden 
Valley erected before 1840. Each class had its period 
of popularity but was succeeded by the next, which in 
its turn was succeeded by yet another class. In no case 
was there a sudden change from the use of one type of 
plan to the use of another; in every instance there was 
a substantial overlap. 

All the time there was a constant improvement in 
standards of accommodation. Midtown Cottage, Bramp-
ton, has (on the standard method of measurement) 
a superficial area of only 674 sq. ft. ; Langhorne House, 
Ousby, built 150 years later for an owner of similar 
social standing, has (on the same basis of measurement) 
a superficial area of 1,497 sq. ft.—over twice as much. 
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