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ART. II.—Further prehistoric finds from Furness. By F. 
BARNES, B.A., F.L.A. 

THE Furness area continues to provide interesting 
prehistoric finds. 

I. 
The most important is a Middle Bronze Age cinerary 

urn (fig. i) and cremated bones, found II May 1954 by 
workmen employed by Messrs Nicholson and Wright, 
contractors of Manchester, while building a sub-station 
for the N.W. Electricity Board, south-west of High Barn 
Farm at the southern extremity of Osmotherley parish 
in Ulverston rural district (National Grid reference 
34 /277779).  Unfortunately it was mistaken for a drain-
pipe and roughly dug out; seeing the pieces of urn and 
bone fragments lying beside the trench, the foreman drew 
the attention of the police to them ; the police carefully 
collected them and submitted them to Miss Clare Fell, 
F.S.A., for identification. Miss Fell immediately recog-
nised the value of the find and visited the site. I quote 
her remarks : 

"This urn was found base up, mouth down, close to the 
man-hole at the N.E. corner of the area excavated for the sub-
station. The base was about 18 in. below the present surface 
and there was no trace of a barrow. The urn is II in. in diameter 
at the mouth, io4 in. in height, 44 in. at the base. It is hand-
made, about 2  in. thick, brown outside, black inside. The inner 
edge of the rim has a slight bevel with twisted string impressions. 
The collar, about 2 in. deep, has vertical twisted string 
impressions. There is a stabbed decoration between the collar 
and the shoulder. Body undecorated. From the shape of this 
urn, i.e. the internal bevel to the rim, the well defined shoulders 
and the retention of decoration both on the collar and the neck, 
I would not consider this urn to be very late in the northern 
series of overhanging-rim urns, certainly not later than Childe's 
Period V (1400-750 B.c.) and it might well be before b000 B.c. 
(Compare shape of urns from Bleasdale, Lancs.)" 
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FIG. I. (1). 

The fragments were presented to the Barrow-in-
Furness Museum, and it has been possible to reconstruct 
the urn (Acc. No. 5259) . 

It is significant to remember that many stone axe-
hammers, etc., were found in the immediate vicinity 
during the construction of the railway cutting in the last 
century. 

II 
In 1946 I found a finely worked flint barb on the 

Roanhead flint chipping site (National Grid reference 
34/195757); then in July 1954,   while searching the same 
site with Messrs W. K. Calvert, H. Peck and A. Barnes, 
two more pieces of the same artefact were found about 
three yards from the original find-spot. Fitted together 
the three fragments formed a remarkably fine asymmet-
rical lance or harpoon head of grey-blue flint, patinated 
white (fig. 2, i). It is interesting to note that eight years' 
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FIG.2. (i)• 
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exposure to light in a museum case has perceptibly 
deepened the patina on the barb, when compared with 
the body of the lance-head. A fine large arrowhead, of 
the tanged and barbed type (fig. 2, 3), in honey coloured 
flint, was also found at the same time and place. Both 
finds are now in the Barrow Museum (Acc. Nos. 5256, 
5261). 

III.  
An oval blade in blue-grey flint, i4 in. long (fig. 2, 

4) was found by Mr N. Lee while digging in his garden 
at 19 Monks Vale Grove, Barrow-in-Furness (National 
Grid reference 34/209709). A rather thick, possibly 
unfinished tanged and barbed arrowhead in honey 
coloured flint (fig. 2, 2) was found in 1943 by Mr J. 
Brown at a depth of one foot in an orchard at the junction 
of Orchard Street and Prospect Road, Barrow (National 
Grid reference 34 /207707). Both finds were presented 
to the Barrow Museum (Acc. Nos. 5258, 5218).  

IV.  
Mr J. Thompson-Robinson in May 1954 found a 

spindle whorl (fig. 2, 5) near Biggar Village (Map refer-
ence 34/192663). It is a small pebble of white sandstone 
12 in. in diameter and i in. high with the hour-glass 
perforation in. wide at the centre and in. at the sur-
face. The finder has presented it to the Barrow Museum 
(Acc. No. 5257). 
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