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ART. VII.—A Dark Age coin-hoard from Ninekirks, 
Brougham. By the Rev. C. M. L. Boucx, F.S.A., 
with contributions by J. P. C. KENT, Ph.D. 

Read at Penrith, July 12th, 1955.  

IN the spring of 1954  Mr Stanwix, then living at Hornby 
Hall, informed me that Mr John Sarginson of Eamont 

Bridge had recently told him that his mother had some 
coins in her house, found by her late husband about forty 
years ago while digging a grave in the churchyard at 
Ninekirks, Brougham; I was of course greatly interested 
and went to see Mr Sarginson, who kindly fetched the 
coins for me to examine. With his permission, I showed 
them to our member Mr Anthony Priestman, who sug-
gested that they were of the sub-Roman period; then, 
through the good offices of Mr Eric Birley, I submitted 
them to Dr J. P. C. Kent, of the Department of Coins 
and Medals in the British Museum. Dr Kent's report on 
them was as follows : 

The hoard is composed of one regular 3rd century coin, almost 
completely effaced, 21 extremely debased copies of 3rd century 
radiate coins, and one piece of apparently non-Roman character 
(no. 2), as follows : 

1. CLAVDIVS II, deified : CONSECRATIO altar. 
2. Obverse uncertain. Reverse, legend surrounding inner 

circle, within which N I <? 
3. Barbarous radiate. Rev. altar. 
4-II. 	Ditto. 	Rev. Pax. 
12. Ditto. 	Rev. Pietas. 
13. Ditto. 	Rev. herringbone pattern. 
14. Ditto. 	Rev. eagle. 
15. Ditto. 	Rev, pattern of intersecting lines. 
16-17. 	Ditto. 	Rev. formalised figures. 
18-23. 	Ditto. 	Rev. type uncertain. 

The barbarous radiates alone are not sufficient dating evidence. 
Although many of them have achieved the last stages of degrada-
tion, such a decline had already been achieved in the south of 
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Britain before the end of the 3rd century; and barbarous radiates 
had virtually disappeared from circulation by the end of the 
4th century, except in the north of Britain. Here, deposits like 
the Carrawburgh hoard show that such pieces were still prevalent 
at the end of the 4th century; it is likely that this poor currency 
had drifted from the south to the borders of Roman territory, 
driven by the vast Constantinian and Theodosian issues. 

A radiate hoard cannot, in the absence of associated material, 
be dated securely to a period later than circa A.D. 400. But 
the present hoard includes one piece, no. 2, which has apparent 
affinities outside the Roman series. It seems to have an inner 
circle containing the letters NIO, and a surrounding inscription; 
it is unfortunate that the small size of the flan results in the 
loss of much of the design, and that its corroded condition pre-
cludes complete examination of the coin. While it has no 
affinities with the Northumbrian styca coinage, there are Con-
tinental parallels from the middle of the 6th century. With 
extreme hesitation, therefore (for the ways of barbarous engravers 
are unpredictable), I suggest that we may have to date the 
Ninekirks hoard as late as circa A.D. 600. 

After reading Dr Kent's report, I wrote a letter to him, 
referring to the problems of the Ninekirks site and its 
history (for which, cf. my study in CW2 1 8o-9o), and 
asking whether he felt prepared to enlarge on the question 
of the hoard's dating; he kindly sent me the following 
note in reply 

I did not know that there was any independent evidence 
suggesting sub-Roman occupation of the Ninekirks area. It is 
unfortunate that the whole question of barbarous radiates has 
been bedevilled by wild claims that they can be "dated" on 
grounds of style, barbarity, module, &c. Southern British 
finds make it clear, to my mind at least, that barbarous radiates 
—from the best copies to the worst—are basically contemporary 
with their prototypes, and that they circulated en masse in the 
period c. 270-330; thereafter they became rapidly scarcer, and 
if a few, survived into the 5th century, the same can be said 
of a few of the prototypes also. 

The situation seems to have been very different in the North. 
Barbarous radiates are on the whole relatively scarce, and one 
of their few datable contexts was with worn regular issues of 
Valentinian I at Carrawburgh. On grounds of known associa-
tions, therefore, I am disposed to accept a much later date for 
the circulation of barbarous radiates in the North than in the 
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South; and the presence of the quite inexplicable NiO coin at 
Ninekirks (no. 2 in my list) seems inevitably to lead to a late 
dating for the hoard. My "extreme hesitation" results from 
the two hypotheses implied : (a) that the Carrawburgh dating is 
generally applicable in the North (when we can demonstrate 
that it is not applicable in the South); and (b) that the peculiari-
ties of the badly-corroded NIO coin are beyond doubt derived 
from Continental prototypes of 6th century date. 

There seem to be two fixed dates in the history of the 
Ninekirks site : just before A.D. 397 for Ninian's mission-
ary work in Westmorland,' and after A.D. 709, the year 
of Wilfrid's death. With regard to the dating of coin 
no. 2 in Dr Kent's list, it may be noted that Sir Frank 
Stenton has suggested that the Anglian settlement in the 
Eden valley took place in the period 592-616; 2  and it 
seems clear that the civil settlement of the Roman fort at 
Brocavum lay along the present main road, A66, between 
the fort-site and the Countess' Pillar.' It has never been 
suggested that there was such a settlement at Ninekirks, 
which our honorary member Dr Douglas Simpson, 
F.S.A., believes to have been in origin an early monastic 
or anchorite foundation due to St Ninian. 1  

It seems likely, therefore, that the coin-hoard 
strengthens the view that there existed, on the Ninekirks 
site, a community having connections with the late Roman 
settlement outside the Roman fort (coins i and 3-23), 
with traditions that stretched back to St Ninian (the first 
part of the place-name, Ninekirks) and forward to circa 
592-616  (kirk in the place-name, and coin 2) and after 
7o6 (in view of the dedication to St Wilfrid). Thus there 
is welcome numismatic support for the theory of sub-
Roman survival in the Brougham area,' and for occupa-
tion of the Ninekirks site from sub-Roman times into the 

Cf. W. Douglas Simpson, St Ninian and Christian origins in Scotland 
(194o), 87 f., and "New light on St Ninian", AA4 xxiii, 92. 

RCHM Westmorland, xlviii. 
3  Eric Birley, "Materials for the history of Roman Brougham", CW2 xxxii, 

especially 135 f. 
4  CW2 1 82. 
5  Cf. Eric Birley in CW2 xxxii 138, referring to the place-name Brougham = 

Brocavum. 
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early Middle Ages : 6 for Ninekirks is the parish church of 
Brougham, and there was a village there c. I23o. 

While I am writing on this subject, it seems worth 
mentioning that Mr C. A. Ralegh Radford, F.S.A., in 
a review of Mrs Chadwick's Studies in Early English 
History,' refers to the question "how far early place-
names, incorporating the names of Celtic saints, represent 
original dedications", noting that such dedications were 
widespread: 

"Many of the Celtic `dedications' must represent secular 
founders; St Caron of Tregaron is a particularly illuminating 
example. By an extension the churches founded by members 
of a monastic community probably bore the name of the founder 
of that community, without necessarily being dedicated to him. 
Celtic custom in this matter, as in others such as the Easter 
calculation, seems to follow an older continental practice." 

If Dr Douglas Simpson is correct in believing that Nine-
kirks was an early monastic or anchorite foundation, its 
traditional title—"the church of St Wilfrid of Brougham 
commonly called Ninekirks", with the dedication to St 
Wilfrid and the place-name representing the founder—
is perhaps an example of the custom to which Mr Radford 
refers. 

ß CW2 187. 
7  Antiq. J. xxxv 107. 
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