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ART. XI.—Some Fallowfield documents. By C. ROY 
HUDLESTON, F.S.A. 

Read at Penrith, September 14th, 1954. 

I N February 1952 a large collection of Westmorland 
documents was offered for sale at Messrs Sotheby's, 

and a member of this Society was fortunately able to 
purchase them; he entrusted them to me for study and 
for publication (if any of them should be thought 
deserving of it). By far the greater number of the 
documents relates to the Dalston family, of Acorn Bank, 
Temple Sowerby,' but some had obviously come to them 
from families allied to them by marriage, such as the 
Birkbecks and the Fallowfields; the collection was 
formerly preserved at Sands Hall, Sedgefield, Co. 
Durham, the home of the Ord family, some members of 
which appear to have looked after the legal business of 
the Dalstons. 

Six of the documents (nos. 1-6 below) relate to the 
Fallowfields of Melkinthorpe Hall and Great Strickland, 
ranging in date from 1416 to 1642. Abstracts of them 
are given here, together with notes drawn from other 
sources, including the abstract of a document at the Public 
Record Office (given in the notes to No. 4) and a Fallow-
field will in the Carlisle Probate Registry (given under 
No. 5), for permission to publish which I am indebted to 
the authorities of those two repositories. There is 
curiously little to be found about the Fallowfields, and 
it is not yet possible to attempt a connected pedigree of 
the family or to give a history of it even in outline; but 
the present paper at least offers more substantial materials 
than have been available previously, and it is hoped that 
it will be the means of directing attention to the need for 

1  Cf. CW2 x 201-270. 
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further work on a family which clearly produced men of 
character and initiative. 
I. Grant by Nicholas and Margaret Fallowfield to John 
Vaux and others, 1416. Latin. 

Grant by Nicholas de ffalowefeld and Margaret his wife to 
John Vaux of Gillesland, John Stirkeland, vicar of the church 
of Torpenhow, Thomas de Tennmann (?), Adam ffeldew, Richard 
del More and John Stevenson of Great Styrkeland of all their 
lands and tenements, their close called Birkerig, a fulling-mill 
and cottages which Henry del Milne, John Jonson, Gunnet de 
Bramehow, John Scellyng, John Melsanby, John Stevenson, 
Thomas del Hall, Richard Thompson, Johanna Jonwife, Robert 
Jonson, Sissota de Lyne and Laurence Gollane hold of them at 
will for a term of years in the vili of Great Styrkeland, Co. 
Westmorland, and also the rents and services of Robert Nichol-
son, John de Selsyde, Robert de Preston and Alice his wife, 
with all their lands and tenements which they hold of them in 
the aforesaid vili. 

Witnesses : John de Crackenthorpp, Nicholas de Radecliffe, 
William de Thornburgh, John de Helton of Helton, John de 
Helton of Burton, and others. 

Given at Great Styrkeland in the feast of the nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 5 Henry V. 

Notes: Nicholas de Fallowfield is mentioned as a juror 
in 1422 (N. & B., i 448);  on 29 January 1436 he is 
returned as having lands and tenements worth £10 in 
Westmorland (Lay Subsidy Roll, Westmorland 195 /32 
quoted CW2 viii 33o); and on 17  November 1437 he 
witnessed a charter of Sir Henry Threlkeld (CW2 xxiii 
18o). 

Cf. also CW2 xlii 188-231: S. H. Lee Washington, 
"The early history of the Stricklands of Sizergh", 
especially 227: -  

"It only remains to add that by the beginning of the reign of 
Henry VI Great Strickland manor had passed to Nicholas de 
Fallowfield, against whom Sir Thomas de Strickland—the then 
head of the Sizergh branch—put in a claim to the estate as heir 
male (Sizergh MSS.)." [A footnote shows that it was not temp. 
Edward III, as thought by West, but temp. the second Sir Thos. 
de Strickland, who succeeded to Sizergh in 1407-8, was knighted 
in 1425 and d. 1455, the claim thus being 143o.] 
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228 : "Nicholas, however, continued to retain possession, as 
did his descendants up until the close of the seventeenth century" 
[N. & B. i 360] "and since the later Fallowfield arms, Sable 
three escalops Or, are similar to those of Strickland save for a 
change of tincture, it would seem highly probable that the 
Fallowfields succeeded to Great Strickland by marriage with 
the heiress of the young Robert de Strickland who was born in 
1345." 
2. Grant by Thomas de Haryngton to Thomas de 
Fallowfield, 1455. Latin. 

Thomas de Haryngton, son and heir of Andrew de Haryngton, 
releases to Thomas de Fallowfield and his heirs all right, title 
&c., to the manor of Great Strickland and in all lands and rents 
which Andrew, his father, had in the vill of Great Strickland, 
with John Raby, rector of the church of Lowther, John Derwent-
water, chaplain, and Andrew Perkynson, of the gift of Richard 
Fyswyk, chaplain, Hugh de Burgh, chaplain, Thomas Atkynson 
of Ullerston, gentleman, and Adam Feldew. 

Witnesses : Hugh de Lowthre armiger, Christopher de Moresby 
armiger, William de Stapilton, John de Crakanthorpp, John de 
Wherton of Kyrkebythore, Thomas de Wybergh, Thomas Baty, 
John Derwentwater, John de Ryg, and others. 

26 July, 33 Henry VI. 

3. Bond of Thomas Warcop and others to Thomas 
Fallowfield and others, 1464. Latin and English. 

Thomas Warcop of Smerdale, Westmorland, armiger, Roger 
Lancaster of Dacre, Cumberland, armiger, and Richard Robynson 
of Newby s(u)r le stayns in Westmorland, yeoman, are bound 
to Thomas Fallowfield, armiger, in 4o marks. 

Bond to be void if Roland Clybburne find sufficient surety to 
be bound to Fallowfield, that surety "to be abyll and sufficient 
at the sight of Roland Vaux." 

14 November, 4 Edward IV. Seal gone. 

Note: Thomas Fallowfield, Esq., was a juror at the 
inquisition post-mortem on Thomas de Clifford in 1456 
(N. & B., i 448). 
4. Answer of Thomas Fallowfield, Esq., defendant, to 
the bill of complaint of Alan Bellingham, Esq., com-
plainant. Undated (Elizabethan). 

Long before complainant had land in Great Strickland, 
defendant was and still is lawfully seised in his demesne as of 
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fee of and in the manor of Great Strickland as his ancestors 
were. One Sir Symon Musgrave, knight, of Edenhall was seised 
of five messuages, a cottage and land in Great Strickland which 
he held of defendant as of his manor of Great Strickland by 
fealty, the yearly rent of 25., suit of court once a year at 
defendant's court, with all corn and grain growing on the 
premises to be ground at defendant's mill within the said manor, 
taking for the moulter thereof the 13 bushels. Defendant has 
lately purchased Sir Symon's property in Great Strickland. 

About two years ago defendant built a house and enclosed 
and improved six acres of land upon a waste or moor called 
Swarthmoor, leaving sufficient common of pasture with ingress 
and egress for all persons having a lawful interest in common 
of pasture in the same. The moor has always been part and 
parcel of Great Strickland manor. 

As to a trespass alleged in complainant's bill, defendant agrees 
that he had felled one oak tree in a place within the manor 
which has always been part and parcel of his manor, and it 
was lawful for him to do so. 

He denies that complainant is seised as of a fee in a moiety 
of the manor and that he holds all lands in Great Strickland of 
the complainant by service of homage, fealty and escuage and 
by 7s. yearly rent. 

Notes: In Cal. Pat. Eliz. 1558-1560, p. 202, is recorded 
a pardon granted, on 15  January  1559  (m. 7), for all 
treasons, felonies, &c., to Thomas Fallowfyld alias 
Fallowfilde, late of Strickland Hall, Co. Westmorland, 
alias Strickland, Co. Westmorland. Among the records 
of the Court of Requests at the Public Record Office are 
the interrogatories (Requests 2, 25 /107) for Thomas 
Fallowfield in a suit brought against him by Dame Agnes 
Musgrave, concerning the enclosure of waste land by him 
in his manor of Strickland (as he claimed) : — 

Deponents were asked if they knew the manors of Strickland 
and Morland in Westmorland, and whether Nicholas Fallowfieid, 
father of Thomas, had die_ d seised of Strickland manor and of the 
land where Thomas had made an enclosure which he claimed 
was part and parcel of the manor of Strickland and not of 
Morland. Another question was, whether Thomas Fallowfield, 
as lord of Strickland, had used the waste where the enclosure 
was ever since the time of the great-grandfather of Thomas 
Musgrave, and whether Thomas Fallowfield entered in to the 
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enclosed ground on 24 September 1563. Deponents were also 
asked if on 14 September 1563 Edward Taylor, Roland Cowper, 
Thomas Measonne, Lawrence Braken and John 	 had 
entered into the ground and taken forth of the possession of 
Leonard Dacre, Anthony Barwise and Henry Crackanthorp, 
esquires, the corn growing there. 

The Commissioners for hearing the evidence at Strickland 
Moor were Richard Salkeld, Thomas Salkeld, John Brisco and 
Ambrose Lancaster, esquires. 

The deponents were John Jackson of Melkinthorpe, husband-
man, 76 years or thereabouts, who said that the ground in 
variance was about 17 acres and that the boundaries of the 
two manors began at Greengill and went from. there to. Trough 
gill heade. As long as deponent could remember, Thomas 
Fallowfield had hedged and enclosed parts of the waste within 
Strickland manor, and he had done so in the time of the great-
grandfather of Thomas Musgrave, now a ward of the Queen and, 
it is to be presumed, son of Dame Agnes the plaintiff. 

Ranolde Cowper of Thrimby ("Thirneby"), husbandman, go 
or thereabouts; Robert Robinson of Newbie le Stone, husband-
man, 6o or thereabouts; Rober Yayte of Newby-le-Stones, 
husbandman, 7o; Nicholas Robinson of the same, husbandman, 
8o or thereabouts; John Bowerbancke of Lytell Strickland, 
husbandman, 67; Robert Webster of Thirnebie, husbandman, 
6o; and William Leddall of Clifton, husbandman, 8o, also 
deposed. 

Among the interrogatories for Dame Agnes Musgrave was one 
suggesting that "these intacks or improvements" were "like to 
be a beggarous and undoing to the tenants of the s(ai)d S(i)r 
Ric (hard) of the said manors of Strickland and Morland if they 
shall still continue." 

5. Grant by Richard Fallowfield to Thomas Wibergh 
and Thomas Lancaster, 1592. Latin. 

Richard Fallowfield of Melkinthorpe, Co. Westmorland, 
armiger, grants "for the continuance of my lands tenements 
and hereditaments in Westmorland in the name and blood of 
Fallowfield so long as it shall please God" to Thomas Wibergh 
of Clifton in the aforesaid county, armiger, and Thomas 
Lancaster of Craketrees in the aforesaid county, gentleman, all 
his manor or lordship of Great Strickland alias Mickle Strickland 
and all houses, buildings, lands, tenements, &c., to his own use 
for loo years, and then to the use of his son and heir Thomas 
Fallowfield and the heirs male of his body lawfully procreated, 
and in default to the use of him the said Richard and his heirs 
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male lawfully procreated and in default to his heirs lawfully 
procreated, and in default to his use and his heirs for ever. 

II January, 34  Elizabeth. Signed Richard Fallowfield. 
Seal gone. 

Witnesses : John Chroswell, Cuthbert Baynes, Richard 
Wibergh, Robert ffallowfield, N(ichola)s (?) ffalowfelde. 

Note : The will of Thomas Fallowfield of Great 
Strickland Hall, dated ii December 163o, is in Carlisle 
Probate Registry and contains many features of interest; 
an abstract is therefore given here : - 

Bequests of 4os. to poor of Morland, ios. to poor of Crosby 
Garrett. Ios. to each of my brother Parson* his children and 
5s. a piece to each of his household servants. To my poor and 
ancient servant Hetherington 5. To each of my poor household 
servants double ye wages I agreed to give them. To my grand-
child Lucie Fallowfield 4os. to be bestowed in a Bible and some 
good books of piety and devotion. To Robert Baldwin 5s. 
I declare my will to be yt there shall be 4os. yearly given to 
the vicar of Morland' that he or his curate shall every Sunday 
catechise the children and ignorant people of the parish of 
Morland and I desire my son Richard Fallowfield to get it 
settled in perpetuity and if the vicar of Morland do fail any 
Sunday in catechising then for every failure 12d. to be deducted 
out of ye sum and be distributed amongst the poor of Great 
Strickland but I hope the vicars will conscionably and cheerfully 
discharge themselves herein as becomes them which if they do 
they do a work acceptable to God and I beseech God to put 
into their hearts zealously to proceed therein in that great and 
spacious parish where to my grief I know there to be very many 
who are not able to give an account of their faith. All the rest 
of my personal estate I give unto my son Henry Fallowfield 
whom I make sole executor and if it please God to call me to 
his mercy before my loving Ant (sic) Mistress Jane Fallowfield 
I desire her to continue her love and good affection to my son 
Henry and to do yt for him which she intends in ye time of my 
life and I require my son [Richard?] and son Henry to love 
her observe her and be helpful to her in all her occasions as I 
have been. This will was read unto Mr Thomas Fallowfield 
the testator by his son Richard Fallowfield and published by ye 
s(ai)d testator as his last will and testament in the presence of 
us, Richard Fallowfeilde, John Fallowfield, Hector Hetherington. 

Proved by the executor, 9 February 163o. 
a This was Richard Fallowfield. R. of Crosby Garrett 1596-1636. He was 

buried at Crosby Garrett on 13 October 1636. 

N 
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6. Richard Fallowfield's receipt for half a year's annuity, 
1642. 

Endorsed 3 February 1642, and signed by Richard ffalowfeilde, 
acknowledging that he received on that day, of his son-in-law 
Mr John Dalston of Acron banke by the hands of his servant 
Henry Brisbie, £30, his half-year's annuity due at Candlemass, 
1642 

Notes: This Richard Fallowfield, son of Thomas 
(above), was one of the commissioners for the I.P.M. 
on John Sandford of Askham, 15 April 1631 (CW2 xxi 
217). His daughter and heiress, Lucie, married John 
Dalston (1605-1692), and the arms of Fallowfield were 
quartered with those of Dalston and others at Acorn Bank 
(CW2 ix 163). 
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