
ART. V.—The pre-Hadrianic occupation of Roman 
Maryport. By M. G. JARRETT, B.A., Ph.D. 

Read at Kendal, September 11th, 1958. 

I N his paper on "The Roman fort and settlement at 
Maryport" (CW2 xxxvi 85-99),  which still gives the 

most convenient conspectus of the evidence for that 
site,' R. G. Collingwood came to the conclusion, on the 
basis of the pottery and coins in the Netherhall collection, 
that its occupation went back to Hadrian "and possibly 
earlier" : 
"of the coins and datable potsherds a considerable mass is 
Trajanic, and I think is easiest to explain on the hypothesis that 
Maryport was a Trajanic foundation; for there is no real evidence 
of a first-century fort here, though at the same time it would 
not be at all surprising to learn that Agricola had occupied this 
hill-top in the course of his campaigns."2  

The reasoning on which the Trajanic hypothesis was based 
was set forth in a brief footnote : 

"There are 14 coins from Nero to Nerva, 18 of Trajan, 8 of 
Hadrian and 9 of Pius. Of the pottery at Netherhall, so far as 
my examination of it goes a fair amount of the decorated Samian 
is Trajanic; I hope it will be examined by someone with a more 
expert knowledge than my own." 

In the course of a detailed study of the evidence for 
Roman Maryport, for a B.A. thesis now deposited in the 
Department of Archology in Durham, I found reason 
to believe that its occupation did in fact begin in the time 
of Agricola, and that the case for Trajanic occupation 
could be strengthened by further consideration of the site's 
rich series of inscriptions. 

' For its inscribed and sculptured stones, cf. J. B. Bailey's catalogue 
(with additions by Haverfield), CW2 xv 135-172, Haverfield's additional 
notes, CW2 xvi 284-286, and my note in CW2 liv 268-270; Mr L. P. Wen-
ham's "Notes on the garrisoning of Maryport" (CW2 xxxix 19-30) provide 
a key to the problem of the buried altars, to which Collingwood had not 
given sufficient attention. 

z CW2 xxxvi 98 f. 
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(a) The Flavian period. 
The first occupation of Maryport by the Romans must 

surely be assigned to Agricola, in view of the literary 
evidence : Tacitus relates that his fifth campaign began 
with a passage by sea,' and aerial photography, followed 
by excavation, has given us reason to believe that the 
campaign was in south-west Scotland, where Agricolan 
forts have been proved at Dalswinton and Glenlochar, 
and another indicated near Gatehouse of Fleet.' 

The sea crossing, in that case, must have been from 
the coast of Cumberland — and Collingwood argued that 
it was from Ravenglass, though he was thinking of 
Agricola's intended invasion of Ireland, later in the same 
season, and not of the initial operations against "tribes 
previously unknown" ; 5 but a glance at the map will 
show that Ravenglass, while it might be suitable as a 
base for an invasion of Ireland or the Isle of Man, would 
be of little value for operations against Galloway. Mary-
port alone, of the other Roman forts on the Cumberland 
coast, seems suitable for the purpose : Moresby is too 
exposed to provide an adequate harbour,' Burrow Walls 
and Beckfoot cannot well have been occupied before the 
Hadrianic coastal system was established,' and Bowness 
is too near the head of the estuary. 

An examination of the Roman pottery preserved in 
the Netherhall collection shows that it does in fact con-
tain a little Flavian material, notably a fragment of a 
figured samian bowl of Dragendorff's form 29, produc-
tion of which virtually ceased by about A.D. 8o, and the 

Agricola 24, I: ouinto expeditionurn anno nave prima transgresses .. 
Dalswinton: D. & G. 3 xxxiv 9-21; Glenlochar: D. & G. 3 xxx i-i6; 

Gatehouse of Fleet: JRS xli 6i. 
' CW2 xxviii 361-364, in his paper on "Roman Ravenglass"; note, how-

ever, that direct evidence for pre-Hadrianic occupation of Ravenglass is 
still to seek, in spite of Collingwood's assumptions (cf. Art. II, above). 

Moresby : CW2 xlviii 42-72 is the fullest survey of the evidence for 
the site, but its Roman name and its place in the Roman road-system 
have both to be reviewed in the light of Mr R. L. Bellhouse's researches 
(cf. footnote 7, below). 

' Burrow Walls : CW2 lv 30-45 and lvi 56 ff. (where its relationship and 
that of Moresby to the Roman road-system are discussed by Mr Bellhouse). 
Beckfoot: CW2 xxxvi 76-84 (R. G. Collingwood) and liv 28-55, especially 
32 (R. L. Bellhouse) . 
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base of a cup, Dr. 33, with the stamp of the potter 
GERMANVS of La Graufesenque, whose products seem 
best assignable to the period A.D. 55-75 : Corstopitum 
and Maryport are the most northerly sites to yield his 
stamps, apart from Carlisle — where there is reason to 
believe that the first occupation was due to Cerialis; 8 
and though it is hypothetically possible that such pieces 
might have remained in use long after their manufacture, 
their occurrence in the small collection from the site is 
easiest to explain as evidence for the Agricolan fort which 
the account in Tacitus requires us to postulate. 

(b) Agricola to Hadrian. 
Only further discoveries, including excavation (of 

which there is at present no prospect), can show whether 
Maryport was occupied continuously from the governor-
ship of Agricola until the reign of Hadrian; but a pointer 
may be found in the series of official dedications to Jupiter 
Optimus Maximus by commanders of its garrison, in the 
light of Mr L. P. Wenham's discussion of their signifi-
cance (CW2 xxxix 19-3o). He was able to show that in 
Hadrian's time the fort was occupied by coh. I Hispan-
orum, and that the dedications were made annually; the 
cohort seems to have been doubled in strength, from 
quingenaria to milliaria, by A.D. 13o at latest, there-
after being commanded by tribunes instead of prefects. 
Four of its prefects are recorded, on a total of eight 
inscriptions : L. Cammius Maximus occurs on three 
altars, Helstrius Novellus on two, L. Antistius Lupus 
Verianus and M. Censorius Cornelianus on one each — 
the eighth altar does not record the name of the prefect 
concerned. As the normal period of command in the 2nd 
century was some three years,' it is reasonable to suppose 
that at least two more dedications by these same prefects 

Cf. CW2 xvii 182 f. for a stamp of GERMANVS on Dr. 28R from 
the early level at Tullie House, Carlisle. 

Cf. Roman Britain 6- the Roman Army, 237 f. 

F 
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