
ART. XI.—The wives of Walter Strickland (1516-1569) of
Sizergh. By HENRY HORNYOLD-STRICKLAND, F.S.A.

Read at Carlisle, April 15th, 1961.

EVERAL important families in the United States trace
a descent from the family of Carleton of Beeford,

Yorkshire, a member of which, Edward Carleton, went
out to Massachusetts in 1638 and settled at Rowley. John
Carleton of Beeford, grandfather of this Edward, married
Ellen daughter of Walter Strickland (1516-1569) of
Sizergh, and through her there is a link between these
New England families and the Stricklands of Sizergh.

For a number of years the precise personality of Ellen
has been the subject of intense research and speculation
by some of these New England families, and in the Janu-
ary 196o issue of the New England Historical and
Genealogical Register, cxiv 51-58, a paper by John G.
Hunt of Arlington, Va., summarises the knowledge so
far gained about her. As the subject is also one of very
great genealogical interest in Westmorland it is important
that the known facts should also be recorded in our own
Transactions.

Ellen's identity as daughter of Walter Strickland is
not in doubt, but it is the very curious state of affairs
regarding her mother which has been the subject of so
much speculation. In the 1939 issue of the New England
Register Dr Tracy E. Hazen suggested that she was
Agnes daughter of Sir Stephen Hamerton. It is to be
noticed that Ellen named her only daughter Agnes (or
Anne) and it was quite customary to find a first daughter
named after her maternal grandmother, as was a first son
after his paternal grandfather. Ellen's first Carleton son
was named Thomas (and Thomas was the name of her
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husband's father) while her third son was named Walter
after her own father, Walter Strickland of Sizergh.

It is known (Sizergh deeds) that Walter Strickland was
contracted as a minor to marry Margaret daughter of
Sir Stephen Hamerton, and that nothing further is heard
of her. It is also apparent from a schedule of his lands
(ibid.) drawn up by his son and heir Thomas (by his
wife Alice, née Tempest, widow of Christopher Place of
Halnaby), for purposes of livery of his inheritance in
1585, that he also had a wife Agnes. A marginal note
records that ten items of the total value of £126. 4s. 2d.
were held to provide "xl li. p. ann. Agnes nup. uxor dic.
Walteri Strickland". After a schedule of other items held
in possession, a further nine items are bracketed together
valued at X93. 7s. 4d., and a marginal note reads
"quedam Alicia, nup. uxor predic. Walteri Strickland,
habet etat inde pro termi vite sue." Both of Walter's
wives were, therefore, surviving in 1585.

Walter's only known marriage occurred about January
1561 when he was 44 years old, but it being usual for an
heir to be married by the time of his majority or earlier
he would certainly have been married before this. His
known wife was Alice, née Tempest, widow of Sir
Christopher Place of Halnaby. She survived also Walter,
and married for a third husband Francis Boynton, but
lived on at Sizergh looking after her Strickland children.
She died in 1588, and by her will of 18 January 1586,
proved 24 March 1595, she bequeathed ten pounds to
"Ellenor Carletonn, base daughter to my husband Mr
Strickland" (York Probate Registry xxvi fo. 250). This
suggests that Ellen (or Eleanor) was Walter's daughter
by a concubine. On the other hand in Walter's own will
of 23 January 1568 he left "my daughter Elyn" the
handsome sum of two hundred pounds provided she did
not marry contrary to the wish of Alice, his wife. (Rich-
mond Wills, Surtees Soc. xxvi 215-224). As Mr Hunt
points out, this omission of Walter's to call Ellen base is
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the more remarkable, if true, seeing that people were not
in those days squeamish about doing so, probably to
forestall possible litigation about inheritances.

Various historians of the Stricklands of Sizergh have
noted that the Sizergh deeds show that Walter was con-
tracted on 8 March 1535 to marry Margaret, an under-
age daughter of Sir Stephen Hamerton, a landowner of
some consequence at Hellifield, in Yorkshire. Mr Hunt's
article delves into all the connections of the two families
assisted by suggestions from an eminent genealogist, Mr
G. A. Moriarty, F.S.A., of Maine, who also proves
descent from Ellen, and with information supplied from
this country. The probable solution and reasons that
follow may well be all that can ever now be suggested to
throw light on the mystery.

Walter and Sir Stephen were cousins, being both
descended from Sir John de Bethom who died in 14o7.
Walter's mother and Sir Stephen's wife were also cousins
through descent from Eleanor (née Fitzhugh) who died
in 1457, having married firstly Philip Lord Darcy,
secondly Sir Thomas Tunstall of Thurland, and thirdly
Henry Bromflet, Lord Vescy. We also know that Sir
Stephen was friendly enough with young Walter, and in
October 1536 wrote asking him to join him. This was the
time of the Pilgrimage of Grace and Robert Aske and
Lord Darcy, who led it, had involved their cousin Sir
Stephen Hamerton, who in turn wrote to Walter. For
their implication in this uprising they were all granted
the King's pardon in December, including Sir  Stephen;
but unfortunately the latter was at enmity with the Stan-
leys who seized on his complicity as an excuse for
accomplishing his attainder and death by hanging on
25 May 1 537.

Sir Francis Bigod from 1527 to 153o was in the service
of Cardinal Wolsey, who in 1529 and 153o had the ward-
ship of Walter Strickland. After the Cardinal's fall in
153o, Walter's uncle Thomas Strickland succeeded as
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guardian, and we find that Thomas's paternal aunt Jane
was married to Thomas Middleton of Bethom, third cousin
to Margaret Hamerton's paternal grandmother. Among
the parties to the fine levied for the purpose of the marriage
contract between Walter and Margaret Hamerton already
referred to were Henry Lord Clifford, Sir Thomas Cheney,
Sir Francis Bigod and Sir Oswald Willesthorp. Of these
Lord Clifford was third cousin to and a favourite of Henry
VIII, a distant (i.e. 6th) cousin to Margaret Hamerton,
and a fourth cousin to Walter Strickland. He had in 1529
approved of the King's divorce from Catherine of Aragon
(D.N.B.), widow of the King's deceased brother. Of the
other signatories, Sir Francis Bigod was uncle of
Margaret Hamerton, and Oswald Willesthorp was her
mother's first cousin.

Bellasis, in his article on the Strickland family (CW1
x), stated, on the authority of a MS. pedigree by Michael
Jones, that Margaret Hamerton was Walter's first wife,
and then under age, but died s.p. A vague tradition exists
that she took her life before marriage, and if there is any
truth in this it may possibly have been from heartbreak.
Perhaps too, this may have provided an idea for the
fanciful poem printed in The People's Gallery of Engrav-
ings, edited in 1844 /5 by G. N. Wright, entitled "Sizergh
— The Haunted Room". In her will of 3 May 1538 her
mother Elizabeth, then the widow of Sir Stephen Hamer-
ton, names no children but Mary and Anne ; so that
Margaret was clearly dead by that date (Surtees Soc.
cvi 178). Elizabeth's only son, Henry, was also dead of
heartbreak 3 August 1537 (ibid. 68, Yorks. Arch. Journal
viii) having just lost his father and many of his relations
and lands as a result of the reprisals after The Pilgrimage
of Grace (The Pilgrimage of Grace by Dodds, passim).
It is likely that Walter took a wife, Agnes, in 1535 or
1536, as he is said by Bellasis to have had such a wife
in 1537 (CW ut supra).

The supervisors of her will named by Elizabeth Lady
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Hamerton, besides the above two daughters were Sir
Marmaduke Constable and Sir Oswald Wilstrope (her
cousins) and "Mr Walter Strickland" . To account for
the appointment of so young a man as Walter — he was
only just twenty-two — in conjunction with her other
close relatives, it seems possible that he may have been
already married to Agnes (Anne) her daughter, but some
explanation is needed for his not, therefore, being named
by Elizabeth as her son (i.e. son-in-law) . Mr Hunt has
summarised a number of circumstances which may have
accounted for this.

The Hamerton family had just become disgraced and
impoverished so that the marriage, which had doubtless
been contracted with the usual considerations of wealth
and county standing, was becoming a matter of regret.
Lady Hamerton would realise his feeling of embarrass-
ment and probably avoid calling him "son" or "son-in-
law" . By July 1536 Henry VIII had wrung from his
daughter Mary Tudor a consent to regard the expected
child of his wife Jane Seymour as lawful heir to the throne;
and by inference, therefore, an acknowledgement that her
mother, Catherine of Aragon, had not been his lawful
wife, because of her prior marriage to Henry's deceased
brother, Arthur. From now on marriages to in-laws were
not approved of, which may have been another reason
for a tactful mother-in-law refraining from causing
embarrassment. Walter's relations were intimately con-
nected with the Court, and he would certainly have been
influenced by its policy. His paternal grandmother was
by then married to Sir William Gascoigne of Cardington
who was of some importance in Court circles (L. & P.
Hen. VIII, passim).

The probability of Walter Strickland's marriage to the
younger sister of his first betrothed, Margaret, is the more
likely when it is remembered that the Levitical prohibition
against marrying one's deceased brother's widow was
not believed to extend to a deceased wife's sister (Hackett,
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Henry the Eighth (1929) i6). The memory of such a
union within the circle of his own relations would have
been fresh in his and his parents' memory. Elizabeth
Clifford (last wife of Sir Richard Hamerton who died in
148o and who was great-grandfather of Sir Stephen,
above) had, in 1447 as a child of six, been married to
Robert Plumpton. The latter dying in 145o, she married
by dispensation in 1453 his brother William (Plumpton
Correspondence, passim). The result was a long and bitter
series of lawsuits between the Plumpton heirs, cousins
of the Hamertons, from 148o until 153o.

And again, John Neville, 3rd Lord Latimer of Snape,
had a daughter Margaret, who in 1 534 was betrothed to
Ralph son of Sir Francis Bigod. This contract was wide
enough to include any other son in default of Ralph, and
any other daughter in default of Margaret. As Ralph was
first cousin to Agnes Hamerton it is possible that just
such an understanding was existing with the parents of
Walter and Margaret to substitute a next daughter, Agnes
(Anne), if necessary. Henry VIII was already at this
juncture in violent conflict with the Catholic Church over
a dispensation to shed an unwanted wife on the plea of
consanguinity, and in 1534 he broke completely with
the authority of Rome. There would, therefore, be no
approach for a dispensation such as was essential for an
in-law marriage, and Walter with Lady Hamerton's
acquiescence would certainly have desired to remain silent
about the existence of such a union.

Since his article appeared in The New England Register,
Mr Hunt submitted the known facts to the Librarian at
Lambeth Palace, as from 1534 only the Archbishop of
Canterbury had authority in England to grant dispensa-
tions for marriages within the prohibited degrees of
affinity. And from 154o such unions as we are discussing
were forbidden by law. The result has shown that there
is no evidence of such a licence either in the first register
of the Faculty Office (for 1534 to 1542) nor any trace
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in the main Archiepiscopal register. The Librarian states
that the dissolution of this marriage — which would not
permit re-marriage — would have been pronounced in
the Archbishop's provincial court (The Court of Arches)
the records of which are also preserved at Lambeth, but
again there is nothing recorded for the period 1558 to
1561.

One is left with a conviction that Walter Strickland
married Agnes Hamerton in 1 535 / 6 and that she survived
until 1585. This may well have accounted for the fact
that a room at Sizergh — the topmost one in the Pele-
tower — was styled "Madam Hamerton's room" and
was so known as late as 1770. It could not have referred
to Lady Hamerton, the mother, nor to the latter's
daughter Margaret who must have been too young when
she died to have been called "Madam".  It is suggested
that "Madam Hamerton" is perhaps just the condescend-
ing name that both Alice (Walter Strickland's last wife)
and her son Thomas might have used for Agnes Hamer-
ton; both of them, as also Walter, looking on her as a
voidable wife. Besides, Alice to maintain her own position
would have had to refuse to countenance Agnes as a
lawful wife at all.

The mystery unsolved is as to when Walter set Agnes
aside. She had influential friends and cousins, such as
Lord Clifford, who would have dissuaded Walter from
doing so until 1553. And Katherine Parr (Queen to Henry
VIII) as wife of Lord Latimer was stepmother to Mar-
garet Nevile, who had married Ralph Bigod, a first
cousin to Agnes. Katherine Parr would certainly have
been inclined to help Agnes, and that protection might
well have been continued by Queen Mary, with the mem-
ory of her own mother similarly situated. During Queen
Mary's reign Walter's name, which appears on several
occasions during the previous reign, is not mentioned in
the Patent Rolls. Mr Hunt suggests that Mary Tudor and
her Court took an unfavourable view of Walter. One
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curious fact is noticeable — Walter was never knighted,
in spite of very laudatory reports of him by the Earl of
Norfolk and Lord Wharton in their dispatches, and it
would seem that something more than his very minor
participation in the Pilgrimage of Grace must have been
held against him. This may well have been the ill odour
in which he probably stood with the King owing to his
in-law marriage (L. & P. Hen. VIII xii, pt. 2, 103, no.
248).

Queen Elizabeth succeeded to the throne in November
1558, and very soon afterwards, in January 1561, Walter
was married to Alice. Agnes, seemingly had for long been
kept quietly in the background, living like a poor relation,
or perhaps afflicted with melancholia after all that both
she and her family had suffered. That her retreat at the
top of the pele-tower should have been given her name
suggests that she lived there for many years. Alice must
have treated her with toleration, and her will indicated
that she was not unkind to Agnes's daughter Ellen.

(The references quoted are those given in Mr Hunt's article) .
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