
ART. V.—A section of the Roman road south of Low 
Borrow Bridge, Westmorland. By E. M. L. 
MACADAM . 

Read at Rydal Hall, July 12th, 1963. 

IN actual fact the heading is rather misleading because 
the section was not in Westmorland, but 90o ft. inside 

the Yorkshire border. The reason for choosing a section 
just at this position was that the Roman road between 
Low Borrow Bridge and Sedbergh only deviates from 
the modern road for a stretch of a third of a mile immed-
iately south of Carlingill Beck, which forms the County 
boundary. 

In dry weather this part of the road may be seen as 
a ribbon of brown parched grass passing over a small 
hillock, whilst the tarred road, known as the Fairmile, 
takes a path more to the west. Dr H. Thistlethwaite of 
Sedbergh first pointed this out to me. The road itself is 
part of the trunk road from Chester to Carlisle, and has 
been ascribed the no. 7c by Ivan D. Margary.l 

The section, at a point OS 625994,  was excavated by 
myself and members of the Sedgwick Society, Sedbergh 
School, in May and June of 1962, and measured 24 ft. 
x 4 ft. The course of the road at this point takes it over 
the fell, which slopes fairly steeply down towards the 
River Lune, 175 ft. below (Fig. 1). Because of this slope 
the road had to be built with substantial foundations, 
especially on the downhill side. The stones measured 
anything up to the size of small boulders : the largest 
was some 2 ft. 6 in. in length, 1 ft. 6 in. broad, and 1 ft. 
deep. This was left in position for photographing (Plate I). 
Some of them showed signs of being water-worn, but 
the majority were angular with sharp edges, the type to 
be found higher up in Carlingill Beck. 

1  Roman Roads in Britain ii 109 et seq. 
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PLATE I.-General view of the section. 

facing p. 76 
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FIG. i.—Map showing position of section. 
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Below this foundation-layer was one of yellow clay 
in which was found a scattering of very small pieces of 
charcoal, concentrated towards the centre of the road; 
the largest piece was only twice the size of a pea. This 
proved to be, however, a cross-section of a twig, and Dr 
Franks, Keeper of Botany at the Manchester University 
Museum, very kindly pronounced this as being probably 
Beech, Fagus Sylvatica. The clay formed a layer of about 
two inches, and under it came the natural "subsoil" of 
smallish stones in a brown clay (Fig. 2). 

The surface of the road was rather puzzling. There 
was a layer of closely packed small stones, larger than 
gravel, which in parts lay to a depth of 4 to 5 in. This 
merged imperceptibly on the uphill side with the small 
stones to be found anywhere on the hillside at a depth of 2 
to 4 in. Thus the eastern edge was rather hard to discern. 
The highest point of the camber was nearer to the eastern 
side of the road, and here there was no metalling, but 
a layer of larger stones which formed a fairly smooth 
surface (Plate II, North face). It is quite probable that 
the metalling has been washed off the surface by water 
constantly running down the hillside, and that it used 
to be about 9 in. deep. The western or downhill edge is 
steeply cambered, and is made of much larger blocks 
than the centre, in order to keep the road from dis-
integrating entirely. 

It may be noticed that there is a considerable differ-
ence in the construction of the road at this point from 
the part excavated by Miss Jane Ewbank2  north of 
Casterton, owing to the change in terrain. Miss Ewbank 
found the road to be built on a brushwood foundation 
because of the marshy conditions. The cobbles upon this 
were from the river, and were only to a depth of about 
9 in., whereas this layer measures anything up to 20 in. 
on crossing the fell. Two points which do agree are that 
a layer of charcoal was found beneath the cobbles and 

2  CW2 lx 28-31. 

 
tcwaas_002_1964_vol64_0008



PLATE II.—North face of section. 

facing P. 78 
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that there was no ditch lying parallel to the road, the 
water simply draining away downhill. The width of the 
road at Casterton was 22 ft. 9 in., but at Carlingill is 
just under 18 ft. 
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