
ART. IX.—Letters of Bolingbroke to James Grahme. 
By H. T. DICKINSON, M.A. 

Read at Derwent College, York, July 5th, 1968. 

THE career of Henry St John, who was created 
1 Viscount Bolingbroke in 1712, has long fascinated 
historians. It is therefore of some importance that 
fourteen of his letters to James Grahme have survived 
among the latter's papers at Levens Hall, Westmor-
land, and that Mr and Mrs O. R. Bagot have kindly 
allowed me to consult this valuable collection and to 
publish the Bolingbroke letters here. 

The letters span Bolingbroke's early career in active 
politics, from his promotion to Secretary at War in 
1704 to his challenge for the Tory leadership in the 
last months of Anne's reign. All the important land-
marks in this, Bolingbroke's first political career, 
are signposted in these letters, which make them 
particularly valuable to historians. The first letters 
show Bolingbroke hard at work on his official duties 
as Secretary at War. In this capacity he accepted some 
of Grahme's recommendations for commissions in the 
army; Grahme himself had served in the army. At 
the same time Bolingbroke was recommending his 
friend, Francis Atterbury, the new Dean of Carlisle, 
to his friend in the north-west. As early as 1706, how-
ever, the Secretary's letters reveal his uneasiness at 
the trend of events. He realized that the end of the 
great war with France, or the increasing reliance 
Marlborough and Godolphin were placing on the 
Whigs, might well cut short his promising career in 
office. His fears were not ill-grounded for, early in 
1708, he felt compelled to resign following the fall of 
Robert Harley and the increasing drift towards the 
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Whigs. In the general election of that year he failed 
to win a seat. This failure, and his intense annoyance 
with his friends for not finding him an alternative 
seat, are made abundantly clear in his letters to 
Grahme. Though he tried to shrug off his disappoint-
ment and immersed himself in all the usual pursuits of 
the country gentleman, his letters to Grahme make it 
obvious that he desired to resume his political career 
and that when he did so he would take a more 
independent line. Unfortunately only one letter exists 
for the four years, 1710-14, when Bolingbroke was 
Secretary of State and challenging for the leadership 
of the Tory party. However, this single letter does 
give some impression of the drama of the last months 
of Anne's reign. There are no letters dealing with 
Bolingbroke's subsequent career, but there are letters 
to Grahme from John Aislabie and William Bromley 
which keep him informed of the efforts being made to 
secure a royal pardon for Bolingbroke's treason in 
serving the Pretender. 

Apart from illustrating aspects of Bolingbroke's 
early career, these letters emphasize certain of his 
characteristics. They show his sympathy with the 
interests of the Tory country gentlemen and his 
capacity for making friends with men of different 
backgrounds, interests and political outlooks. Boling-
broke was, of course, a great friend of Pope and 
Swift. His political friends were by no means the Tory 
extremists and Jacobites that some historians would 
lead us to expect. On the contrary his closest friends 
showed an extraordinary capacity for coming to terms 
with rapidly changing political events. For much of 
Anne's reign he greatly admired Robert Harley and 
the Duke of Marlborough, both of whom were natural 
courtiers. Among his friends and cronies were James 
Brydges, Thomas Coke, and Arthur Moore, all of 
whom were willing to serve both Whig and Tory 
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ministries. James Grahme, himself, like Bolingbroke's 
greatest disciple, Sir William Wyndham, survived the 
taint of Jacobitism to become a loyal Hanoverian 
Tory. Born in 1649, James Grahme married Dorothy 
Howard, a granddaughter of the Earl of Berkshire. 
Educated at Oxford, he received a commission in the 
reign of Charles II and, after seeing service under 
Turenne, rose to the rank of colonel. A trusted servant 
of James II, whom he served as Keeper of the Privy 
Seal, he could never reconcile himself to the accession 
of William III. Indeed, he was twice arrested for his 
Jacobite activities. Advancing age helped to temper 
his zeal for the Jacobite cause. Though he served as 
M.P. for Appleby and then Westmorland throughout 
the reign of Anne and George I he does not seem to 
have involved himself in further Jacobite intrigues. 
He always voted with the Tories, but seems to have 
reconciled himself to the Hanoverian succession. He 
died in 1730 at the age of eighty, leaving his estates 
to his daughter, who married her cousin, Henry, Earl 
of Berkshire. 

The first thirteen letters are in Box D, file S, and 
letter 14 is in Box B, file B2, at Levens Hall. 

1. 	 Ap(ril) the loth (17o4.)1  
I make you no compliment when I assure you 

that your letter, my good Kinsman' & Friend, was 
extreamly welcome to me. I do verily beleive you are 
not sorry for what has lately happen'd to me, because 
you judg better of points than some of our people, 
who are nebotical enough to be angry att those of 
their friends who think fit to come upon the Stage & 
have their share att least in the power.' Sir Timothy 

1  This was the very day St John became Secretary at War. 
2  St John's wife was a great-granddaughter of Thomas Howard, Earl of 

Berkshire, while Grahme's wife was his granddaughter. 
3  The high Tories, with whom St John had associated since entering 

the Commons, were not pleased at his acceptance of office at a time when 
other high Tories were resigning. 
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Touchit's4  father in laws I doubt will lay down, and 
upon the most silly ground imaginable; if I had an 
opportunity of corresponding with you on this subject 
you would I am sure say so. If some were not wiser 
than some, we should soon be on the same foot as we 
were in Twistleton's days.' Euridice' kisses your hands 
& she & I beg our very h(umb)le service to our cosins. 
George G 	8 is yours & I will send you shortly 
some news of him that you'll be glad to hear. 

Yours ever. 
(PS) If you could get me a fine young stone horse or 
gelding it would be a great obligation. I leave the price 
to you. 
(For James Grahme, Esqr, att Levins near Kendall 
in Westmorland. Endorsed Mr St Johns.) 

2. 	 ' May the 27th 1704. 
I receiv'd yours of the 14th which I wou'd have 

acknowledg'd sooner, had business not hinder'd me 
one post, and pleasure another. Your letter I inclos'd 
in the first pa,cquet that I sent into Holland, and it 
will go very safely. As to what I writ concerning a 
horse which I desir'd you to buy for me, I was very 
far from not being in earnest. I love to be well 
mounted, and am now very ill so, and therefore do 
beg of you if you can meet with a well bred, strong 
Horse of 14 & a half that trots & cheifly gallops well, 
to buy him for me; the price I leave to your pleasure 
and I shall be satisfy'd if you think it reasonable; 
tho' I beleive 3o pd or thereabouts will be a pretty 

4  Sir Roger Mostyn, M.P. for Cheshire and later for Flint and Flintshire, 
married a daughter of the Earl of Nottingham. 

5  Daniel Finch, Earl of Nottingham, resigned as Secretary of State in 
May 1704. 

6  In the reign of William III. 
7  St John's wife, Frances, née Winchcombe. 
S George Granville was M.P. for Fowey and later for Cornwall. He was 

Secretary at War 1710-12, when he was created Lord Lansdowne. He was 
arrested as a Jacobite in 1715. 
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good rate if the price of Horses in the North is not 
risen. 

I would have sent you some snuff down by this 
post but have none that is very good. In a day or two 
I expect some, & then I certainly will, and when Harry' 
goes down I'le give him a pound for you of the best 
I can get. 

Matters are come to a crisis in Germany, and the 
next post will bring in all probability great news. 

Yours most faithfully ever. 
(PS) All here are h(um)ble servants to all att Levins. 
(Same address and endorsement.) 

3. 	 (August 1704.) 
Yours of the 24th of the last month, my very good 

Kinsman & Freind, had been answer'd before now, 
but that my time & my Scituation happen to be att 
present both very uncertain. I hope the young Gentle-
man, to my case recommended, is now att Levins, 
where he may be furnish'd with much better 
apothegms, than any of my growth, and coming from 
one who has authority to prescribe, without doubt he 
will improve upon 'em. On this subject I will only 
carry the allegory thus far, it is certain that a stone 
breach soil, hard to be manur'd, & stubborn to resist 
cultivation, att last produces the best corn. I have 
obey'd your Directions, & by letter acquainted the 
Dean of Carlisle10  how obligingly you are pleas'd to 
offer him your countenance & support in the north. 
He returns you the most thankful acknowledgments, 
and when he goes into his Deanery will make use of 

9 Henry, James Grahme's eldest son, who was in the service of Prince 
George of Denmark, the Queen's husband. St John took a great interest in 
his affairs. 

10 Francis Atterbury was appointed Dean of Carlisle in July 1704. He 
was later Dean of Christ Church and Bishop of Rochester. In 1723 he 
was banished for his Jacobite intrigues. At Carlisle he became embroiled 
with the Bishop over the right of visitation. 
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the liberty you allow him. He really is a man of mighty 
worth, & I wish your Bishop" had either his brains 
or his humanity. I hear he has not thought fit to answer 
a very civil compliment the Dean made him as soon 
as he came into this station. 

I say nothing to you of the great Victory" my Lord 
Marlborough has obtain'd. It is certainly the most 
absolute one after the sharpest dispute that ever was 
known. My best respects attend the young Ladys,13  & 
Harry if he is with you. Frank14  is very much oblig'd 
to 'em & is their most h(um)ble servant. 
(PS) Poor Schomberg'sls gone. I din'd with him aft Sir 
William Crawley's16  on Sunday, and Tuesday death 
struck him. 
(Same address. Endorsed Harrie St Johns.) 

4. 	 April the 12th 1705. 
Dear Sir, 

Mr Cock's" Coll : desir'd me to send him this letter. 
His commission is taken out, & ready for him. 

I wish you all success in the country, & desire you 
to beleive me with great truth 

Your most h(um)ble servant 
H. St John. 

(Same address and endorsement.) 

11 William Nicolson, Bishop of Carlisle. 
12 The battle of Blenheim was fought on 2 August 1704. 
13 The daughters of James Grahme. 
14 St John's wife Frances. 
15 This is perhaps a nickname for Sir Christopher Musgrave, though 

according to his m.i. in Edenhall church he died on 29 July 1704. 
16 A nickname for Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, the Lord Treasurer. 
17  On 25 March 1705 Thomas Cock was made an ensign in Colonel 

William Breton's newly raised regiment of foot. Dalton's Army Lists, y, 
186. William Cox was made a lieutenant in Lord Henry Scott's regiment 
of foot in March 1704. Ibid., y, 259. There was a William Cock of Kendal 
and several families of that name in the Kendal area. 
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5. Whitehall. 17th Aprili 1705. 
Sir, 

Mr Francis18  Haulhead who was recommended by 
you, having an ensign's commission given him in Coll. 
Godfrey's19  Regimt in Holland, I desire you will lett 
me know where to send to him, or that you will 
acquaint him with His Grace the Duke of Marl-
borough's orders that he do forthwith repair to the 
Regiment; otherwise it may tend to his prejudice. 

I am, Sir your most humble servant 
H. St John. 

(PS) It is late & I must till next post defer writing to 
you but of form, & answering your obliging letter. 
Coll. Grahme. 
(No address. Endorsed Mr St Johns.) 

6. Whitehall. June the 23rd 1705. 
Yours of the 12th of June dear Sir Humphrey20  as 

well as some others I have to acknowledg; which had 
not been delay'd so long, but that I have been in so 
great a hurry with country business, elections, the 
court, the office, and the lawyers, that I have had 
hardly the least minute for anything else these six 
weeks. It is matter of very great consern to me that 
one whom I love so well as your son, should be 
guilty of so irretreivable a folly21  and I condole very 

18 Grahme crossed out Francis and substituted Robert. On 25 March 
1705 Robert Haulhead was made an ensign in Colonel Stringer's regiment 
of foot. Dalton's Army Lists, y, ro6. The family was from Kendal. 
Francis Haulhead (or Hallhead) voted in the Westmorland election of 
1708 when Grahme was one of the successful candidates. Robert was 
perhaps his son. 

10 Colonel Francis Godfrey was M.P. for St Mawes, colonel of the r6th 
regiment of foot, and groom of the bedchamber to Prince George. Haulhead 
did not join his regiment. 

20  Grahme was often referred to as Sir Humphrey Polesworth in letters 
from his close friends. Nicknames or cyphers appear frequently in Grahme's 
correspondence. It was a practice started during the years of Jacobite 
intrigue. 

21 Henry Grahme caused his family a great deal of trouble when he 
married Mary Tudor, an illegitimate daughter of Charles II and the widow 
of Francis Radcliffe, second Earl of Derwentwater and father of a family 
of Jacobites. For this act Henry Grahme was dismissed from the service 
of Prince George. 
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sincerely with you. There is however one comfort; for 
in all circumstances I would endeavour to find some 
prospect of amendment; and that is this, he can never 
be guilty of any thing worse to himself and family. 
His fault carryes its own punishment along with it, 
and if he gets rid of this Lady he must be for ever 
reclaim' d. 

I am not surpris'd att the heats which have appear'd 
in your parts, they have not been less in other 
countys,22  and I agree with you in opinion that the 
violent spirit which has been shewn gives one reason 
to apprehend great disorders. 

You may be assur'd that nothing which lyes in my 
power shall be omitted to serve the Captain,23  if others 
will do their part as heartily as I will do mine you 
shall have no reason to complain of your friends. I 
beg you to beleive that I am most faithfully 

Yours 
H.S. 

(No address. Same endorsement.) 

7. 	 Whitehall. Aug : the 25th 1705. 
Dear Sir Humphry, 

I send you an ounce of snuff, according to your 
desire; but you must not expect many from me, 
because I desire to correspond with you ore tenus and 
not in this epistolary way by the middle of October 
att farthest. Here are some thourough points to be 
manag'd very early which your assistance will be 
wanted in. And as I know you to be no Touchit nor 
Excursioner, so I can assure you Sir Roger," Sir 
William25  & all your friends expect you. 

22 It was the middle of the general election campaign. 
23 William, James Grahme's second son, was a captain in the navy. He 

was wounded while taking part in the capture of Gibraltar in 3704. 
24 The nickname for Robert Harley, one of the Secretaries of State, 

and a great friend of St John's. 
25 Lord Treasurer Godolphin. 
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You know I take as much part as any one can do 
in all that relates to you & yours, and I wish it was 
in my power effectually to shew it in the instances you 
mention. The apothegms with which you conclude are 
admirable and I who have hardly ever had a thought 
to do me good want 'em not a little. 

I am Dear Sir Humphry entirely yours. 
(PS) I am sorry your eyesight begins to fail you, you 
used to see as far as anyone into a millstone. 
(No address. Endorsed Harrie St Johns.) 

8. 	 Bucklebury.2G July the 16th, 1706. 
Dear Friend, 

This councellour for foreign affairs is sent pursuant 
to your directions, to bring the mare hither. I am 
extreamly oblig'd to you for helping me to fill my 
stable; a peace may be made and more leisure fall to 
my share, or I may happen to fall on the slippery 
ground of a Court, and roll down to this quiet place, 
in either case my horses and my dogs will help me 
pass most of the time which I can spare from the 
offices of friendship. You may set your own price; & 
when we meet, or when else you please I shall with 
great thanks be glad to pay it. 

I say no more att present to you, because from 
London, to which place I am just going, you shall 
have another epistle, that will come to your hands 
probably sooner than this. 

I am Dear Sir, 
Your most faithful friend & 
ob (edien) t h (umb) le sery (ant) 

H. St John. 
(PS) My wife is very much your servant. Her services 
& mine attend your family. 

26 Bucklebury was St John's main estate in Berkshire. 
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(For the Honourable James Grahme, Esqr, at Levins 
near Kendal, Westmorland. Endorsed Mr St Johns.) 

9. Whitehall. Aug : the 3d 1706. 
I am just going to Winsore, but resolve first to return 

my good friend a thousand thanks for his letter of the 
26th of July. I am heartily sorry that any measures 
should put you under a necessity of submitting to the 
greatest slavery imaginable, which is keeping the 
company you describe. 

You are very kind in helping me to recruit my 
stable, which is my great diversion in the country; 
and in the midst of business, Bucklebury swims in my 
head. We stand on slippery ground, and thank God 
I will fall soft, whenever it comes to my lot to tumble. 
I keep you before my eyes, you have been a courtier & 
are a Northern country gentleman. 

I am glad your family is to come up to town in 
September, & hope you will not stay long after. There 
are many preliminary points necessary to be talk'd of 
before a session, which may be of use in it. 

I desire you to be perswaded that I am faithfully & 
entirely yours. 
(No address. Same endorsement.) 

10. Whitehall. Sep : the 26th 1707. 
Dear Sir, 

I receiv'd your letter in behalf of an officer's 
widdow, and wish it was as much in my power, as it 
is in my inclination to releive the necessitys of her, & 
many others in her condition. I think we ought in 
England either to provide some fond (sic) for the 
maintenance of the widdows & children of officers & 
soldiers, or to establish Monsr de Louvoy's [Louvois] 
rule, & suffer none of this character to marry. 
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I interest myself much in the Captain's affair, to 
whom I am a very humble servant, as if it was my 
own, and when we meet again, for the Court is now 
divided in more senses than one, Sir Roger being gone 
into Herefordshire, your h(um)ble servant going 
tomorrow into Berkshire, and the rest separating other 
ways, upon the Queen's journey to Newmarket, you 
may be assur'd that I will take all the care I possibly 
can, & use all the interest I am owner of, to have him 
return'd to his business in the post which he so well 
deserves. 

I say nothing to you of publick points, we shall 
expatiate enough in winter upon them, & I hate 
anticipation. 

Beleive me ever yours 
H.S. 

(PS) My most humble respects attend all the family. 
Mr Grahme. 
(No address. Endorsed Mr St Johns.) 

11. 	 July the 18th 17o8. 
Dear Collonel, 

Your obliging letter had been soon answer' d, had 
not the death of my grandfather27  fill'd my head, 
which you know never could contain many proposi-
tions att a time. Your concern for my being left out 
of parliament28  is very kind, and I look on it as a 
fresh instance of that partiallity which you have ever 
had for me. But I take this event to be of very small 
moment to the publick, and no great misfortune to me. 
After I had taken the resolution of not appearing att 
my own Burrough I did all I could to get myself 

27 Sir Walter St John, 3rd bart., Bolingbroke's grandfather, died in 
July 1708. 

28  St John had quarrelled with his father, Henry St John senior, and 
was unable to sit for the family borough of Wootton Bassett in Wiltshire. 
He blamed his friends for not finding him another seat, though they did 
in fact try strenuously to find a vacant seat. 
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elected in some other place, but found it utterly 
impossible, as I can satisfy you whenever me meet; 
tho' I hear that some of our friends pretend to affirm 
the contrary. If I could have been of any great use, 
that which was impossible for me to compass in my 
circumstances, had been brought about by those whom 
it is my inclination & my principle to serve, and since 
they have left me out I conclude they do not want me. 
I shall now have three years time to live to myself 
which is a blessing I never yet enjoy'd, and if I live to 
another Parliament, I will be elected without an obliga-
tion to anybody but the people who chuse. This I 
desire may be inter nos, because I have not open'd 
my mind to any creature upon this head, neither do I 
think it proper. 

I thank you for the kind offer of buying me a Horse, 
but I am provided & my stalls are full. 

Sir Roger is now in London, George Granville is 
coming from the west, and others of your friends are 
very well and very quiet. 

Yours entirely. 
(PS) My wife is an humble servant to you and to all 
your family. 
(No address. Endorsed Harrie St Johns.) 

12. 	 Bucklebury. Sep : the 9th 1709. 
To hear that you are well, and mindful of me, is 

(a) very great pleasure, but to have those opinions 
and resolutions, which I am grown fond of, confirm'd 
by your oracular wisdom, is such a satisfaction as I 
am not able to express. 

Since you ask, Dear Collonel, an account of my 
state, take it thus. I have settled an economy where 
there is nothing extravagant, and nothing wanting. I 
confine my thoughts within that circle which my 
fortune has circumscribed, and am more touch'd by 
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reflecting on those who enjoy less than I, than on those 
who have a greater affluence. Some friends from 
London & from Winsore visit me, and the cordial 
welcome they are receiv'd with attones for the homeli-
ness of the fare. The rest of my time is divided between 
Books and the Sports of the feild. 

Thus you see I am already possess'd of the scheme 
you advise me to. When you return to London, and 
attend the service of your country in Parliament, I 
shall be att Lavington" hunting another game. Per-
haps I may in Spring go up for ten days, admire the 
wisdom of your councils, the impartiallity of your 
justice, the moderation of your temper, and the 
steadiness of your measures, and after this fit of 
admiration I shall come back to this place with more 
pleasure than I left it. 

G. Granville is now with me, he assures you of his 
most humble service. 

I enclose with this a letter to a Lady of my acquaint-
ance now att Bath. Her conversation in my opinion 
will make you amends for a great deal of impertinent 
company which I suppose you have about you. Adieu. 
Frank is yours and I am ever the same. 

H.S. 
(No address. Same endorsement.) 

13. 	 Bucklebury. Sep : the 26th 17o9. 
By the same Flyer as convey'd your letter to me, 

I return my humble thanks to you for it. 
Your approbation serves extreamly to confirm me 

in those opinions and measures which I pursue; and 
I must add, that the character you give of the Age and 
court is so true, that it serves as another consideration 
to take off the edge of my Ambition. 

After all this, it is no part of my Scheme, whenever 

29 St John had a small estate at Lavington in Sussex. 

K 
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the Service of my country, or of any particular friend 
calls me forth to sit still. I hope and promise myself 
that on any such occasion I should exert some vigour, 
and make no despicable figure. But I have done dear 
James with the implicit part, and for the future, 
where I have no knowledg of the projection I will 
have no share in the execution. 

In a month I propose att farthest to be att Lavington, 
and will very soon let you the precise day; which 
att present is unsettled, on account of Courts to be 
kept, and other business to be done in Berkshire. I 
please myself with the hopes of seeing you there, where 
I shall be able to give you a peice of mutton, tho' my 
wife and family will not be with me. 

I am ever your most faithful & obed(ien)t serv(an)t 
H.S. 

(PS) Frank & G. Granville are much your h(um)ble 
serv(an)ts. Be so good as to take care of the inclos'd. 
(No address. Same endorsement.) 

14. 	 Whitehall. Jan. the 21st 1713( / 
Observe Dear Collonel from whence this Epistle is 

dated, & let old images rise in your thoughts. I will 
not presume to say you will find here a Court or 
Ministry like those you have known, but I am much 
mistaken if you do not like us better than when you 
saw us last. 

I heard with very true concern a few days since of 
Lady Berkshire's30  misfortune and illness. No one 
living wishes her more heartily well. 

I have said a little to my Lord Berkshire of what 
I really apprehend to be att present the state of affairs, 
as much as a letter will bear, not near so much as I 

30 James Grahme's daughter, Catharine, married Henry Bowes Howard, 
second Earl of Berkshire and later Earl of Suffolk. He was a Tory. 
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could say, and as it is fit that he, & you, and every 
man who wishes well to his Country, should know. 

For God sake do you in earnest intend to pass the 
winter in the north ? 

The Queen is well tho' the Whigs give out that she 
is what they wish her, a Percher. Come up and help to 
make her well in all respects. Adieu. It's two a clock 
in the morning & I am ready to drop off my chair 
with fatigue, for which perhaps you will not be sorry, 
since it hinders you from having a longer letter from 
Dear Sir Humphrey, your slave. 

Bolingbroke. 
(PS) I am my Cosin Mitchel's31  most obedient servant. 
Coll. Grahme. 
(No address. Endorsed Ld Bollinbrook.) 

31 John Michell or Mitchell, M.P. for Sandwich, married a daughter of 
James Grahme. He was a Tory. 
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