
NOTES 

t . An engraved, polished stone axe, supposed to have been found at Pike of Stickle, Great 
Langdale. By CLARE I. FELL. 

Late in 1975  Mr Billy Nicholson of Kendal claimed that he had found a polished stone axe that 
August or September at the eastern edge of South Scree, Pike of Stickle at approximately 
NY2745o 175. It bore the engraving of a deer on one side. He gave it to Christopher Clarke who went 
with him to the estimated findspot on 26 December, 1975.  They collected two normal broken rough-
out axes and a few flakes, but there was no sign of any other polished implement. 

On 3 January, 1976 Nicholson and Clarke brought their finds to me. Nicholson said that he had 
scrubbed the polished axe with Ajax when he got it home removing moss adhering to the surface and 
revealing the engraving. I asked permission to have the axe subjected to rigorous tests because of the 
rarity of naturalistic art in the Neolithic period and of polished implements at axe-factory sites. It 
was handed in to Kendal Borough Museum, together with the rough-outs and a flake. A. J. Turner, 
then Curator of that Museum, sent the axe to Dr Ian Longworth, Department of Prehistoric and 
Romano-British Antiquities, British Museum and it was examined in the British Museum Research 
Laboratory. A summary of their report was sent to Mr Turner by Dr Ian Kinnes in a letter PRB/IAK 
of 7 January, 1977,  which is as follows: 
1. The white infili visible at the base of some of the engraved lines is shown under low magnification 

to be simply a fresh surface of the stone. 
2. X-ray diffraction analysis showed the axe to be of similar composition and hardness to a Group VI 

example from Ehenside Tarn. 
3. The engraved lines cut through the original polished and weathered surface. It is not possible to 

establish a relative dating for this work or to identify the material of the engraving tool although 
another stone (e.g. quartz) would be sufficiently hard. 

4. Part of the decoration is still covered by a brown organic material which might be natural or was 
conceivably applied to conceal the fresh appearance of the engraved lines. 
Since no thin section had been taken for petrological analysis at the British Museum I 

subsequently arranged with Dr Russell Coope, Department of Geological Sciences, University of 
Birmingham, to have a section cut and to make a further examination. This was done during 1978 
and the axe eventually returned to Kendal Borough Museum, 2 March, 1979. Its registration 
number is 79/43  and the rough-outs and flake from the same site are numbered 79/41-2 and 79/44. 
Dr Coope's report dated 24 November, 1978, addressed to John Renton, acting as curator, is as 
follows: 

There can be no doubt that the rock from which the axe is made came from the Great Langdale 
factory site (i.e. it belongs to Group VI). On the other hand the carvings are filled in with some 
wax-like substance that looks very like polish, but is very dirty. This material peels off in places to 
reveal underneath a white rather chalky surface in the grooves themselves that look like the 
weathered cortex of the implement. In other words the grooves seem to have been cut into the 
cortex and thus long post-date the manufacture of the axe itself. All over the general surface of the 
axe there is a brownish covering that contains very small flakes of mica. This material cannot be 
the product of weathering of the axe itself since the rock contains no mica, nor do the rocks in the 
vicinity of the Langdale axe factory have mica in them. This material must have been added to the 
axe surface after the axe had been weathered and away from the location of the axe factory. Both 

 
 
 
tcwaas_002_1980_vol80_0014



1 54 
	 NOTES 

 

FIG. I . 	 (Draw,, by 7'. Clare) 

the inscription and the waxy filling of the grooves seem to have been added after this brownish 
mica carrying layer was smeared over the axe's surface. 

I suspect, therefore, that the axe itself is probably an original Neolithic product. The engraving 
of the deer on its side seems to me to be very crude modern effort with rather unimaginative efforts 
to conceal its recent origin. 
The axe (FIG. 1) is 13o mm long, 55 mm greatest width and 24 mm maximum thickness. Its weight 

after sectioning is 9 oz (255. 146 grams). The cutting edge has not been ground sharp and the sides 
are rounded. The upper side bears the engraving of a stag and the lower seems to have been used as 
an anvil, the surface being much pitted. One large triangular chip on this side shows the green-grey 
colour of the fresh rock. 

No other polished implement has been recorded from the Lake District axe factory sites and 
indeed such occurrence is extremely rare at other contemporary workings. S. Hazzeldine Warren 
found fragments of polished stone axes at Graig Lwyd, Penmaenmawr in 1920 but thought they had 
been polished elsewhere and not at the site.' The best known engraving of a deer or elk in a Neolithic 
context is on flint crust at Grimes Graves flint mines, found by Leslie Armstrong in 192o on floor 85.2 
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It is perhaps significant that the stance of the Great Langdale animal closely follows that from 
Grimes Graves. Dr Roger Mercer tells me that naturalistic engravings of animals, including deer, 
were also found in Shaft 27 of the flint mines at Cissbury, Sussex.' In addition, the engraving of a 
fish on the humerus of a pig was found in a Late Neolithic Grooved Ware context at North Carnaby 
Temple, Boynton Field 3, North Yorkshire.4  

Both expert reports agree that the axe, classified as Group VI, is probably a normal product of the 
Lake District Neolithic axe factories and that the engraving post-dates its manufacture. Perhaps it is 
better for readers to draw their own conclusions without further investigation. Certainly this 
engraved axe makes an intriguing addition to the saga of the Great Langdale axe-factories. 

I should like to thank staff at the British Museum for their help, also Dr Russell Coope for his 
report and John Anstee at Kendal Borough Museum for facilities to study the axe. 
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2. Unrecorded flint axes from Cumbria. By C. RICHARDSON. 

In view of the small number of flint axes recorded from the Cumbrian area, it is worth noting three 
specimens (Plate I) in the Carlisle Museum collection which appear to have been hitherto 
overlooked. Two of the three (B, C) while local finds, are of dubious origin, only the circumstances 
surrounding the discovery of the third axe (A) appear convincing. 

A. From Braithwaite, above Derwent parish, a fine polished axe in light grey flint or chert. 
Surface patination varies in colour from a creamy yellow at the cutting edge and covering half the 
blade area, to light and dark grey banding towards the butt end, almost black in places. Originally 
from the Robert Ferguson Collection (RF 34), the Museum record states the object was "found in 
the spring of 1873 in a peaty earth whilst forming a tramway to Force Crag Mine." Working of 
barytes at the Force Crag mine dates back to the 186os, though given up as uneconomic by 1880.' 

The axe is in good condition; only the butt has suffered slight damage in antiquity and has been 
carefully retouched. The blade presents a flattened oval cross-section with lateral facets, a convex 
cutting edge finely ground to a sharp edge; the butt is rounded and fairly narrow. Maximum length 
12.35 cm, maximum thickness 2.35 cm, cutting edge width 5.o cm, maximum facet width 0.55  cm. 
(Acc. No. A II 3o). 

B. A roughout axe in dark grey flint, the surface evenly weathered on both sides to a greyish-white 
colour. Pale buff-coloured area of cortex surviving on dorsal. Surface bears heavy and stepped 
flaking scars with the butt end showing secondary flaking and fine retouching along the edge. 
Overall length 13.3 cm, maximum width 6.4 cm, maximum thickness 3.1  cm. 

The axe was found in back-filling material on the line of the M6 motorway between Thrimby and 
Hackthorpe, and presented by Mr R. Jones, Great Strickland. (Acc. No. 38-1970). 

C. An extremely interesting flint axe "roughout" reputedly found on the Caldbeck Fells, but 
almost certainly originating from a private collection. Presented by Mr W. Fleming, Penrith, the axe 
is of characteristic Acheulian hand-axe form.2  For a study of the type from southern Britain cf. Roe 
(P.P.S., vol. 41 (1975), 1-9). 

Although a roughout in appearance, the axe is probably in its finished form and exhibits a 
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PLATE I. — Flint axes from Cumbria. (A) Braithwaite. (B) Thrimby-Hackthorpe. (C) Caldbeck Fells. 
(Photograph: G. Pawle) 

considerable degree of secondary flaking and retouching along the blade edges and butt area. The 
flint core varies in colour from light to dark grey, surface patination ranging from yellowish-brown 
to black at the butt end with two areas of brown cortex present, one being a cup-shaped depression. 
Ventral patination suggests differential weathering, the axe lying on the ground surface for some 
time before recovery. Overall length 15.5 cm, maximum width 8.5 cm, maximum thickness 4.45  cm. 
(Acc. No. 19-1945). 

In the Whitehaven Museum collection, there are two unpolished flint axes. One is unprovenanced 
(Acc. No. 12-1974), overall length 8.5 cm; the other was found in 1948 by J. Steel "in the clay pit" 
at the Whitehaven Brick and Tile Works Ltd., Low Road, Whitehaven, and presented by the finder 
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(Acc. No. 13-1974). It is pale fawn in colour with part of the cortex surviving and has been 
retouched in places, overall length 11.5 cm, maximum width 6.4 cm. There is a close similarity in 
form between the Caldbeck hand-axe and the Whitehaven specimen, and it is unfortunate that the 
former lacks a context and that too few details were recorded at the time of the latter's discovery. 

There are five other flint axes recorded from Cumbria, four of which are in the Carlisle Museum 
collection: Musgrave (CW2, vi (1906), 301) (Acc. No. 21-1905.2); Orton Rigg (CW2, xl (194o), 
1 o i) (Acc. No. A1112, M7); Blackford (CW2, xl (194o), 1 oo) (Acc. No. A1119, M3); Wharton Hall 
(CW2, xl (1940), 112) (Acc. No. 27-1926.322).*  The axe from Whitbarrow (CW2, lxiv ( 1964), 376) 
is in private possession. 

* Incorrect accession number (CW2, xl (1940), 112), given as 27 (1926), 332. 

References 

i W. T. Shaw, Mining in the Lake Counties (1975), io8. 
2  K. P. Oakley, Man the Toolmaker (1972), 42 (FIG. 18,d). 

3. A polished stone axe from Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria. By C. RICHARDSON. 

The polished stone axe in FIG. I a, was found at Kirkby Stephen, but no details exist to give the 
circumstances of the find. Purchased from a dealer in March, 1979, the axe is now in the possession 
of Mr R. Stephen-Murray, West Lothian, Scotland. 

Visual examination suggests a fine-grained tuff of the Borrowdale Volcanic Series. Apart from 
chip marks in the area of the cutting edge and butt, some of recent origin, the axe is in good 
condition. Where chipping has revealed the fresh rock, the core material is greenish-grey in colour, 
while the surface is smooth and carries a thick grey patina. One face displays a large flake scar; the 
butt end is fairly narrow and would appear to have been almost pointed originally, a recent break 
leaving it squared-off. Oval in cross-section, the blade is laterally facetted, the cutting edge being 

FIG. I a. 
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slightly convex. Miss C. I. Fell suggests the axe may well have been manufactured from a much 
larger blade which had broken across. Maximum length 11.55  cm, maximum thickness 3.62 cm, 
estimated cutting edge 6.8 cm, width across butt 2 • o cm, maximum facet width I.2 cm. 

There are a number of polished stone axes from the Cumbrian area with design characteristics 
and dimensions similar to the Kirkby Stephen specimen, including an unprovenanced axe (CW2, xl 
(1940), I I 1) (*A1124, M4) and one from Old House Farm, Wetheral (CW2, lviii (1958), 108-9, FIG. 
3) (*41-1956.1). Closest local parallel is a fine specimen from Row Hall, Dearham Parish (CW2, 
xxv (1925), 372) (*A1I25, RF 26) and an axe from Dalbeattie, Dumfries (*16-1924) 1S likewise 
close. 

* Carlisle Museum Accession Number. 

4. A flint arrowhead from Scalehouses, Cumbria. By C. RICHARDSON. 

The fine specimen of a Bronze Age barbed-and-tanged flint arrowhead illustrated in FIG. I b, was 
found at Scalehouses, near Renwick, Kirkoswald parish (NY583447)•  A surface find by Mr E. Wells 
in c. 1918-19, the object was given to Carlisle Museum (Acc. No. 119-1978) in July, 1978, by Mrs A. 
Threlkeld, Winskill, Penrith. 

FIG. I b. 

Manufactured from a light-and-dark grey flint containing patches of white, the arrowhead is 
complete and displays a high standard of workmanship. Surface area exhibits all-over retouch, the 
edges being slightly serrated. Overall length 3.8 cm, maximum width across barbs 3. I cm, tang 
length o • 85 cm, average barb length o • 7 cm. The triangular form with barb length approaching that 
of the central tang is repeated in a number of flint arrowheads from the Cumbrian area, notably 
Skelton (CW2, xl (194o), 107), Skirwith Moor (CW2, xl (1940), i o8), and two from the Carlisle 
Museum collection, Kingmoor (89-1957) and Caldbeck (50-1968.2). The closest parallel to the 
Scalehouses find is that from Parkhead, Kirkoswald parish (Carlisle Museum Acc. No. 
27-1926.37IA). 

5. A socketed bronze axe from Armathwaite, Cumbria. By C. RICHARDSON. 

The Late Bronze Age socketed axe FIG. Ic, was found in July, 1978, by Mr R. Faunch, Carlisle 
when operating a metal detector near the bank of the River Eden at Armathwaite (NY5 I 0462). The 
object was given to Carlisle Museum by the finder in Jan. 1979  (Acc. No. 51-1979). 

Recovered from "loose sandy soil" at a depth of c. 23 cm, the axe has a single loop, now broken off, 
and is generally in poor condition with one third of the socket missing. Though the surface is badly 
corroded there are slight traces of decoration on the blade in the form of a raised rib terminating in a 
dot running up each edge. There are indications of a collar or possibly moulding below the socket 
rim. Fairly long narrow-waisted socket with blade gradually flaring towards cutting edge. Socket 
roughly circular, internal diam. 2.4 cm, external diam. 3 cm, overall axe length 8.9 cm, blade width 
across cutting edge c. 4.4 cm. 
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An interesting aspect of the find was the recovery of wood fragments from the socket, possibly 
remains of the haft. It is worth noting that tools of this size and design identified as "axes" could 
equally well be employed as woodworking chisels. 

FIG. I C. 

6. A Roman Gaming Board from near Bowness-on-Solway. By R. C. TURNER 

In April 1976, part of a gaming board was picked up alongside the roadway leading to 
Brackenrigg Farm (NGR NY231614). The site lies to the south-east of Bowness-on-Solway, about 
1.5 km. from the fort near the supposed line of the road out of the south gate. The immediate area is 
permanent pasture and no attempt was made to locate any further Roman material. 

The board is made on a piece of red sandstone, maximum thickness 9 cm., of which only the 
playing surface shows any dressing. The lines that mark out the board are only shallowly and rather 
irregularly tooled. The whole piece has been badly damaged, presumably in more recent times, by 
the plough. 

Though only one edge of the board is discernable (the right-hand edge in the figure), there must 
have been more than 9 squares in each direction. This would make it larger than the normal size of 
Romano-British examples, suggested by Austin' as 8 x 8 squares. Indeed it could well be similar in 
size to the largest complete board, that from nearby Milecastle 792, which is 13 x 14 squares. 

Clearly this game was very popular among the garrisons of the north-west with boards or parts of 
boards coming from MC79, Biglands3, Ravenglass4, High House Milecastle5, and Willowford turret 
east6. Added to these is the unique hoard of gaming counters from Ravenglass. One is therefore in a 
position to make suggestions about the nature of the game, commonly compared with ludus 
latrunculorum mentioned in some Classical sources, which I have recently attempted elsewhere. 
The piece is now in the Tullie House Museum, Carlisle. 
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7. A Possible Roman Road in the Kirkstone Pass and Matterdale. By G. G. S. RICHARDSON AND 
ALAN RICHARDSON. 

A number of eighteenth-century antiquarians maintained that the Roman fort at Ambleside was 
connected to that at Old Penrith by a road, traceable in those days, through the Kirkstone Pass and 
Gowbarrow Park towards Whitbarrow. There, presumably, it would have joined the known road 
from Old Penrith to Keswick. (Horsley 1732, Clark 1787, Walker 1792, Hodgson 1814, Bennet 
1816).1  This view was supported by evidence of a road leading from the Ambleside fort over 
Kirkstone as well as by local tradition. In 1918 Ragg2  published a thirteenth-century charter 
containing a reference to the "via magna Kirkstane" and in 1937 Hay3  reported the discovery of a 
buried road at the top of the pass below the Red Screes. The late Miss K. S. Hodgson sectioned an 
agger, still clearly visible, behind Matterdale Church (O.S. NY400229), and found a well-
constructed road with "U" section ditches, which she and F. G. Simpson considered to be probably 
Roman. 

Examination of the ground between the head of Kirkstone Pass and Gowbarrow Park showed two 
features which might provide further evidence of a possible Roman origin: the old terraceway 
running down the western side of the pass, and about 30o metres of old track, with intermittent signs 
of kerbing, in Glencoyne Wood. 

 
 
 
tcwaas_002_1980_vol80_0014



 

 
 
 
tcwaas_002_1980_vol80_0014



162 
	

NOTES 

The Kirkstone terraceway is now a footpath, but has been a substantial road up to 5 metres wide. 
It shows massive kerbing and revetment (FIG. i b) and rises at a steady gradient, following the 
contours of the hillside. In some places it is buried under scree, and other sections have disappeared, 
but for most of its length a solidly metalled terrace with kerbing and a possible ditch on its western 
side survives. At some points there are signs of reconstruction, as though an earlier road might have 
been modified for use as a pack track. At the lower end of the Pass the road widens, and a section cut 
here (NY4o3104) revealed a substantially built road founded on a layer of large stones too solidly 
packed to remove in the time available (FIG. I a). The road was about 7 metres wide with its eastern 
margin defined by a well-made kerb and the western margin by a silt-filled, stone-revetted ditch 
which had been sealed by soil creep from the hillside. 

2 metres 
FIG. 2. - Glencoyne Wood section. 

In Glencoyne Wood there is a large crag named Hawk How, crossed by a footpath in a cutting at 
NY386183; the footpath descends to a modern road north of the crag and its course is marked by a 
continuing alignment of large kerbstones which can be traced through the next field towards 
Glencoyne Farm. The cutting was sectioned in September 1974 and a metalled surface was found in 
a rock cleft which appeared to have been artificially widened to 5 metres (FIG. 2). 

During recent field-work a further length of agger has been observed in Matterdale, continuing 
the course of the one noted by Miss Hodgson to the north-west. We hope to carry out further 
investigations on this general line. 
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8. A Roman coin from Broughton-in-Furness. By D. C. A. SHOTTER. 

Mr B. J. N. Edwards, County Archaeologist for Lancashire, has informed me of a denarius of 
Vespasian (A.D. 69-79) found in Broughton-in-Furness in 1978 or 1979. The coin, which is 
moderately worn, is: 

Obv. IMP CAESAR VESPASIANVS AVG 
Rev. PON MAX TR P COS V 

BMC 136 (A.D. 74) 

O 1 
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Other Roman coins found in Broughton are: 

(a) Sestertius of Nero (A.D. 54-68) 
(b) Two Aes coins of Hadrian (A.D. I 17-138)  
(c) Coin of Magnus Maximus (A.D. 383-388) 

All are noted by J. Stockdale as having been found between 1785 and 1800 (Annales 
Caermoelenses, Ulverston 1872, 249). 

9. More Roman Coins from Docker Moor. By D. C. A. SHOTTER. 

In an earlier volume of these Transactions, A. J. White and I reported on the find in 1 975 of 34 
radiates by the bank of the River Keer on Docker Moor (CW2 77 (1977), 175-8). In May 1979, a 
further 42 coins were found at the same spot. This fact together with the coins' type and condition 
suggests that we should regard them as part of the same hoard. The recent find consists of: 

Gallienus (sole reign) 	1 (RIC 21 o) 
Claudius II 	 5 (RIC 31, 52, 96; two illegible) 
Victorinus 	 5 (RIC 55, four illegible) 
Tetricus I 	 20 (RIC 52, 62 (3), 67, 98, 

100 (5), I30 (2); seven illegible) 
Tetricus II 	 4 (RIC 235; three illegible) 
Illegible and fragments 	7 

As with the previous group there are few coins whose issue antedates A.D. 268, suggesting that the 
hoard represents savings over a relatively short period. However, some of the coins of the Tetrici 
exhibit a considerable degree of wear which suggests that the hoard may not have been deposited 
until the 28os. 

Io. Roman Coins from Starling Castle. By D. C. A. SHOTTER. 

The late Miss Mary Fair reported in an earlier volume of these Transactions the discovery of a 
sestertius of Antoninus Pius at Starling Castle (CW2, 48 (1948), 219). Recent work (Jones and 
Higham 1977;  Potter 1979) has focussed attention on to both the complexity and the possible 
physical extent of the Roman coastal defence-system running westwards from Bowness-on-Solway. 
Finds of coins and other material at Braystones and St Bridget Beckermet serve to highlight the 
potential interest attaching to the coast between St Bees Head and Ravenglass. 

Mr E. W. Walker of Altrincham has recently informed me that when his family lived at Starling 
Castle in the early part of the present century, he dug up "several" Roman coins in the garden. 
Although he cannot now recall details of the coins or of their present location, his information serves 
to emphasize the likely existence of a Roman site (or sites) on this part of the Cumberland coast. 

References 
Jones and Higham 1977: Jones, G. D. B. and Higham, N. J., "Frontier, Forts and Farmers", Arch. ,bourn., 
132, 16-53. 
Potter 1979: Potter, T. W., The Romans in North-west England, Kendal. 

11. A Bellarmine jug from Cartmel. By JOHN MARSH. 

Now on display at the Kendal Studio Pottery and owned by Mr Peter Aindow is a large "face jug" 
of the type called "Bellarmine", supposedly after the cardinal of that name whose general 
configuration it is said to resemble. Bellarmine (1542-1621) was regarded, a little unjustly, as a 
powerful opponent of Protestantism — hence the cant name for the jugs. Originally imported in the 
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sixteenth and seventeenth centuries from the Low Countries they were soon copied by London 
potters. 

This example was dug up in the garden of May Cottage, Cartmel in the early 19605. The burial of 
such bottles, with associated objects, occurs in southern England as a device to ward off evil spirits. 
The Cartmel specimen contained nothing, unlike these "witch bottles", but its discovery seems 
worth recording. 

I 2. Carlisle Archaeological Unit 1977-79. By M. R. MCCARTHY. 

In July 1977 the Carlisle Archaeological Unit came into existence as the fourteenth project 
designated by the Department of the Environment as of national importance. The Unit is housed in 
the Department of Planning, Carlisle City Council and has a brief to excavate and publish 
threatened sites in the City and District of Carlisle. The work undertaken so far has been mainly 
concentrated on the Marks and Spencer site, Blackfriars Street, and on the Lanes area but has also 
included The Courts (see p. 69) as well as watching briefs and small scale excavation elsewhere in 
Carlisle and the line of Hadrian's Wall. Funds and other aid have been obtained from the 
Department of the Environment, the Manpower Services Commission, Carlisle City Council, the 
British Academy, the Society of Antiquaries of London, the Marc Fitch Fund, the Morton Trust, 
Marks and Spencer Ltd., Kodak Ltd., Border Engineering Contractors and Ferguson Industrial 
Holdings (Cumbria). Conservation is dealt with through the Department of Archaeology, University 
of Durham. 

Blackfriars Street 

Excavations took place on the site now occupied by an extension to Marks and Spencer's store 
between July 1977 and June 1978 followed by a further short excavation in July 1979. The salient 
results already summarized elsewhere' are as follows. Overlying pre-Flavian plough-marks, flints 
and three Neolithic axes, a long sequence of Roman deposits included "strip" houses built of timber 
and in some cases with clay and cobble foundations dating from the late Flavian period through to 
the fourth century. The coin list includes one example from the reign of Honorius. 

The Roman street and building alignment seems to have survived into the post-Roman period 
when a rectangular timber building was constructed on top of and at an angle to the Roman roads 
and houses. The latest pre-medieval finds recognized so far include an Anglo-Saxon silver pin of 
seventh-eighth century date and three Northumbrian coins stycas dating to the mid-ninth century. 

The most important medieval structures included traces of a chapel and north wall of the 
Dominican Friary church, part of the conventual buildings and the friary cemetery. Over 170 
skeletons were recorded. 

The Lanes 

The long controversy over the five-acre Lanes site was revived in 1977 when Carlisle City Council 
commissioned Building Design Partnership (Preston) to undertake a completely independent 
reappraisal of the Scotch Street/Lowther Street area. In view of the importance of this site in 
Carlisle with respect to its size, its position within the area of known Roman settlement and its 
location inside the medieval town defences, a comprehensive project was defined, including a study 
of the standing buildings, a study of documents preserved in local and national repositories and 
excavation. 

Although there are few buildings of outstanding architectural merit within the Lanes area the 
present nineteenth-century buildings and lanes are none the less important in terms of the 
topography of Carlisle in post-medieval times. Accordingly most of the buildings likely to be 
demolished are being recorded on Record Cards, as well as being drawn and photographed. 
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The documentary evidence is being studied by Dr Henry Summerson working in the Public 
Record Office, London and Mr Bruce Jones in Cumbria County Record Office, Carlisle. Although 
the work in London has not so far revealed any new document of outstanding importance in its own 
right it has provided a great deal of important new information which complements and clarifies 
local sources. So far the reign of Edward I has been examined in some detail and attention is 
currently being focussed on later medieval and Tudor material. Amongst the results obtained so far 
are indications of the pattern of property ownership especially in the area of the Lanes under 
excavation. 

Excavations began in September 1978 at the rear of the former Keays Lane car park as the first 
stage in a long series of excavations which it is hoped will examine the lanes and the frontages on 
Scotch Street and Lowther Street. The first excavation incorporates the site partly investigated by 
Mr P. Gosling from the University of Durham in 1976. The earliest Roman activity includes a series 
of timber buildings, some with foundation trenches and post pits well over i oo m deep, and pits 
containing much humic material. The earliest date of Roman occupation seems to be Hadrianic-
Antonine, succeeded by a large stone building, probably a house with stone walls and floors, in one 
case made of crushed tile. There are metalled road or lane surfaces flanking the house on the north 
and south sides. The stone house dates probably to the third century with occupation ending possibly 
very early in the fourth, after which it may have been abandoned. No trace of activity datable to the 
period c. A.D. 300-50 to 1100-1200 has been identified. 

The earliest medieval activity, perhaps of twelfth- or thirteenth-century date includes a series of 
gulleys succeeded by slots which may be garden or field boundaries. Below the line of Keays Lane a 
series of oval pits contained several highly decorated glazed jugs and a wooden bowl, whilst a further 
pit below Hodgsons Court contained much organic refuse including insects and leather shoes. A 
series of medieval buildings erected perhaps in the late thirteenth or early fourteenth century aligns 
Keays Lane and Laws Lane. Front walls and rear walls could be identified as well as some cross walls 
and hearths, but detailed interpretation of the structures will have to await further excavation. 
Occupation may have ceased in the sixteenth century after which the site was probably under 
cultivation until the late eighteenth century. 

An important aspect of the post-excavation work now being undertaken by Jeffrey Taylor is the 
establishment of a pottery type series based upon the stratified sequences already recovered. This 
work involves the classification of the pottery by fabric and form and quantifying the material from 
each layer by sherd count, weight and an assessment of the minimum numbers of vessels present. So 
far the excavations have produced a useful stratified sequence of sherds from both main sites for the 
Roman occupation as well as a medieval sequence from Keays Lane. On present evidence there are 
no locally made wares in use after the demise of the Crambeck-Huntcliff industries and before the 
twelfth century. So far no examples of the classic post-Roman imports and no medieval continental 
imports have been recognized, though this may be due to the nature and location of the sites 
investigated. 
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