
ART. X - The library of an eighteenth century cleric — Dr Hugh Todd (c. 1657-1728)
By DAVID MAWSON

BORN in the closing years of the Commonwealth, probably in 1657,' Hugh
Todd was educated at Queen's College, Oxford where he graduated B.A. In

1678, elected Percy Fellow of University College, he proceeded M.A. and in 1692
accumulated the degrees B.D. and D.D. 2

A man of wide intellectual interests, he contributed to Moses Pitt's English Atlas;
assisted Walker in his Sufferings of the Clergy; Stevens in his additions to Dugdale's
Monasticon; Wharton in his Anglia Sacra; furnished Gibson with information for his
1695 edition of Camden's Britannia; and provided Dr Bernard with an account of
several Cumbrian manuscript collections for inclusion in that great man's 1697
Oxford Catalogue.

As well as these generous contributions to the works of his contemporaries he
delivered papers to the Royal Society; translated into English works from the Latin
and Greek; wrote poetry, and spent much of his life gathering information for a
history of the Diocese of Carlisle, which he had high but unfulfilled hopes of
publishing.' Todd's research — the value of which it must be said was somewhat
diminished by his obdurate high church opinions — preceded that of Nicolson and
Burn by some 75 years. The latter authors indeed used much of his material, albeit
with somewhat grudging acknowledgement, but without it their historical account of
Westmorland and Cumberland would have been a far less useful work.

In 1684 the Dean and Chapter presented Todd to the living of Kirkland, but the
following year upon being installed a prebendary of Carlisle Cathedral, he
transferred first to Stanwix, and two years later to Arthuret. In 1699 Bishop Smith
persuaded him to accept Penrith as well, and he continued to hold both livings in
plurality until his death. Within a few months of taking up his Penrith parish he
married Lucy, the eldest daughter of the late Christopher Dalston of Acornbank
who had been Lieutenant Governor of Carlisle in 1697. 4

Dr Todd was a remarkable man, a stern individualist, and often in controversy
with his ecclesiastical superiors. He undertook extensive improvements to the
church at Arthuret in 1700, 5 while St Andrew's, Penrith, was almost entirely rebuilt
during his incumbency.' He was also, with Bishop Smith and Arthur Savage, one of
those who towards the end of the seventeenth century re-established the Dean and
Chapter Library which had perished amid the disasters of the siege of Carlisle in
1644-5.'

That he had a fine library of his own has been common knowledge for many
years, but until recently nothing has been known of its contents. In March 1993
however a collection of his personal papers was deposited at the County Record
Office in Carlisle, and this includes three library lists — a catalogue of his books
prepared by Todd himself in 1720, another seemingly intended to accompany his
will in 1727, and finally an inventory prepared at the time of his death.'

By collating and comparing these lists with one another as well as against
bibliographies for the period and the British Library catalogues, it has been possible
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to identify almost all the books in Dr Todd's library during the latter years of his life.
The authors, the titles, and in many cases even the editions of more than eight
hundred works have been recognised, 9 and they give a remarkable insight into the
eclectic interests of an informed and scholarly early eighteenth century North
Country clergyman.

As Canon Holtby has said of Bishop Smith, co-founder and principal benefactor
of the Cathedral library, "the study of what he read is of greater value for the
understanding of the past than the mere catalogue of volumes in [his] library" 10 and
this is just as true of Dr Todd, who was once Bishop Smith's chaplain, as it is of the
Bishop himself.

That by far the largest part of Hugh Todd's library should have been devoted to
works of a religious bent is only to be expected, for his was first and foremost a
working library. Indeed this part of his book-collection simply mirrored the
polymathic image of the library as a whole. Practically every aspect of contemporary
thinking as it affected the Anglican Church was there represented. Important
doctrinal statements jossled for space with sermons, homilies, and a great multitude
of tracts on religious controversy past and present. Protestants versus Catholics, the
established church versus non-conformists, jurors versus non-jurors and much else
in dispute during these fractious years. Alongside such volumes and pamphlets were
to be found specialised treatises upon subjects which ranged from Church
government and ecclesiastical revenues to the Apostolical Succession of bishops.
The work of Roman Catholic writers shared shelf space with that by authors of
Calvinist persuasion, and dissertations by Low Churchmen were to be found
alongside those of their High Church brethren. The opinions of Deist philosophers,
ecumenical Arminians, non-juring divines, of authors representing the tolerant
traditions of the Anglican Church, as well as polemics from the pens of Puritan
zealots, all found expression in the volumes within this library. Indeed the sheer
extent and diversity of religious learning which thus dominated the shelves was such
that one can only mention some of the titles to be found there in the hope that they
may serve to give a general impression of the subject as a whole.

Pre-Reformation theology was represented by the devotional works of several
early writers. The De Consolatione Philosophiae of the 6th century father of scholastic
philosophy, Anicius Boethius, in a black letter edition of 1487, was for example the
earliest printed book on Todd's shelves; while the crowning achievement of
scholasticism — the tradition which sought to reconcile Christian theology with
Aristotelian wisdom — Summa Totius Theologiae, unfinished by the theologian St
Thomas Aquinas when he died in 1274, was present in a Paris edition of 1615. St
Augustine of Hippo, the greatest of the Latin Church fathers, was also represented
by several 16th century continental editions, including a 1591 Paris printing of De
Civitate Dei, a monumental thesis in twenty two books which explored the
fundamental dichotomy of the temporal and the spiritual world.

The Renaissance humanist, Desiderius Erasmus, had no less than seven of his
didactic and satirical treatises in the library, including a 1641 Leyden edition of
Enchiridion Militis Christiani and a 1668 Oxford edition of his bitter satire on the
corruption of the Roman Catholic Church, In Praise of Folly, first published in 1509.
In 1516 Erasmus supervised the printing in Louvain of Utopia his humanist friend
Sir Thomas More's visionary concept of an ideal State, and Todd had by far the
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finest early edition of this great work — the third, illustrated by Hans Holbein and
published by Johann Froben at Basle in 1518.

Essentially a scholar and a wit, Erasmus detested controversy. Not so John Calvin
the French reformer who in 1536 published his defence of the reformed faith,
Institutio Christianae Religionis. A 1576 Lausanne edition of the Institutio was one of
several 16th century Swiss editions of Calvin's work in the library. But among a
number of books by Roman Catholic writers also to be found there, Cardinal
Bellarmine's clear and systematic apologia for the position of his Church,
Disputationes de Controversii Christianae Fidei, in a Cologne folio of 1628, was
perhaps one of the most important works of the Counter-Reformation.

The first examination of England's ecclesiastical position, Apologia pro Ecclesiae
Anglicanae — John Jewel's 1562 defence of the Elizabethan Church against Roman
Catholic accusations of heresy — in a Cambridge edition of 1683, shared shelf space
with John Gauden's 1676 folio of that other great 16th century apologia for the
Elizabethan Settlement, Richard Hooker's Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity. Whereas
however Jewel had defended his Church against Roman Catholic censure, Hooker's
famous work, first published in 1593, was essentially a response to Puritan assault.

More recent discourses by moderate Protestant writers were represented in the
library by several works, including first editions of William Chillingworth's Religion
of Protestants a Safe Way to Salvation — a defence of the right of reason and free
enquiry in doctrinal matters against the rigidity of infallible authority claimed by
Rome — published in 1638, and Jeremy Taylor's Great Exemplar of Sanctity which
came out in 1649.

A number of treatises on tithes, Church government, and on the clergy
themselves, also suggest an interest in more mundane ecclesiastical affairs. The first
edition of John Selden's History of Tithes for example, published in 1618, initiated a
debate that was to rumble on for the remainder of the century; while in 1670 John
Eachard turned his attention to the plight of the junior clergy in his satirical
commentary The Grounds and Occasions of the Contempt of the Clergy and Religion
Enquired into, thus contributing to discussion that only ended in 1704 with the
establishment of Queen Anne's Bounty.

One could indeed devote a lengthy essay to the theological books in this library
and no short selection such as this can do justice to the subject or be other than
arbitrary. It may be appropriate however to conclude a rudimentary review by
mentioning two works which led to bitter controversy in Todd's own time.

In 1695 the philosopher John Locke published The Reasonableness of Christianity —
a defence of simple biblical religion without resort to creed or tradition. Locke was
no Deist, but when in the following year the Irish freethinker, John Toland, in his
Christianity not Mysterious, attributed the mystery of Christianity to the intrusion of
pagan conceptions and the machinations of priestcraft, churchmen were scandalized
and, linking Locke and Toland together as dangerous subversives, claimed that the
theories propounded by "the gentlemen of this new way of learning" were only
compatible with Deism and Socinianism. Todd acquired both these tracts, the
opening shots in the Deist debate. Indeed it would have been surprising had he not
done so, for Deism soon came to be regarded as one of the great religious challenges
of the age, seen by some to be a staging post along the road to Atheism. The High
Churchman Francis Atterbury for instance, soon to become absentee Dean of

 
 
tcwaas_002_1997_vol97_0012



156
^

THE LIBRARY OF AN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY CLERIC

Carlisle, even called for a meeting of Convocation to tackle the crisis.
Hugh Todd, who became Atterbury's proxy in the Chapter, adhered to the High

Church party throughout his life. Even at the age of 28 it was being said that he
inclined "much towards Popery," while his only published sermons which appeared
a quarter of a century or so later reaffirm his High Church sympathies. The library
catalogues nevertheless afford ample evidence that he at least read what those of
contrary view had to say, and even if he seldom allowed their arguments to influence
his opinions, he not infrequently bought their books to place alongside the works of
authors more completely in tune with his own beliefs.

As already observed, the contents of his library were predominantly utilitarian. He
bought and read the books he needed. Plainly as a clergyman these included books
on theology in the broadest sense of that term, but it must be remembered that
religion was also the chief inspiration of antiquarian and historical writers. The
immense patronage of learning by the Anglican Church didn't happen by chance.
The use of clerical endowments to foster medieval scholarship; the ecclesiastical
control of the universities; and the extent to which clerical benefices were given to
those best able to further the interests of learning, were all to some extent due to a
disposition on the part of churchmen to support contemporary ecclesiatical
contention with an appeal to historical precedent. Thus the histories, the
biographies, and the erudite works of antiquarian scholarship which Todd acquired,
as well as his many lexicons, dictionaries, grammars, and catalogues were not simply
an essential aid to his own antiquarian investigations, but would be regarded by their
owner as an important extension to his theological library too.

Seventeenth century students of English medieval history were however as
frequently frustrated in their attempt to discover what manuscript sources existed as
in ascertaining where such sources were to be found, and although the state archives
deposited at Westminster and the Tower had been rudimentarily and incompletely
catalogued in the early part of the century, the Civil Wars had since led to much loss
and confusion. This in turn had been compounded by neglect during the
Commonwealth. The librarians of the Restoration were thus of crucial importance
to the advancement of scholarship, for the catalogues which they compiled were the
contemporary historiographer's working tool, an essential prerequisite to properly
authenticated knowledge.

Thomas Hyde, the Bodleian's chief librarian from 1665 to 1701, may not have
reformed the slovenly ways in which his library was administered (it is said that his
assistants preferred race meetings to library duties) but he was responsible in 1674
for the first post Restoration catalogue of that library's printed books, Catalogus
Impressorum Librorum Bibliothecae Bodleianae, a ready demand for which was assured
when the Delegates of the Oxford Press decreed that "no person have leave to .. .
study in the Library but shall first bring a Certificate . . . that he has bought and
payd for one Copie of the Catalogue". 12 It is probable indeed that Todd's copy may
have been one of his earliest acquisitions, bought during university years as a
passport to the Bodleian's treasure chest of lettered learning.

Of more fundamental importance to original research however were catalogues of
the great manuscript collections. Catalogus Librorum Manuscriptorum Bibliothecae
Cottonianae, which Thomas Smith brought out in 1693, was the first satisfactory
record of the vast collection of manuscripts rescued from the dissolved monasteries
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which Sir Robert Cotton had assembled earlier in the century. 13 But where Smith
catalogued the contents of a great private collection, the work which Edward
Bernard supervised, Catalogi Librorum Manuscriptorum Angliae et Hiberniae in Unum
Collecti, published posthumously in 1697, was altogether broader in its scope. It was
indeed the first effective attempt to record ancient manuscripts nationwide, and as
such necessitated wide-spread collaboration. Scholars throughout the land had a
hand in the work, including Todd himself who contributed the entry relating to
Lord William Howard's muniments at Naworth, 14 as well as a list of the Carlisle
Cathedral manuscripts. 15 His library contained a copy of both these valuable
catalogues.

The ancient charters and chronicles of religious houses recorded in reference
works such as these were always an obvious and vital source of English history, and
the study of monastic bibliography excited the intellectual curiosity of many
generations of antiquaries. Credit for first promoting the publication of Early
English chronicles, as opposed to simply cataloguing and transcribing them, is due
however to Matthew Parker, the second Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury. Parker
was not only a collector, but maintained printers, transcribers, and engravers to
prepare his collections for the press. His enthusiasm gave, to the historians who
followed, the earliest editions of many important chronicles including, in 1571, the
Historia Major of the 13th century Benedictine monk, Matthew Paris. This remains
even today an important source of knowledge for the period in which Paris lived,
and was the earliest printed Anglo-Saxon transcript in the library.

Where Matthew Parker led, others followed, and during the ensuing century a
long series of publications supplied scholars with printed copies of important
manuscript sources of English medieval history. But until William Somner met the
need with an Anglo-Saxon dictionary in 1659, antiquarians were handicapped by
lack of an essential lexicon for their work. Somner's lexicon however soon became
scarce and it was only in 1701, when a new edition entitled Vocabularium Anglo-
Saxonicum, edited by Thomas Benson of Queen's College Oxford, appeared, that
Todd was able to obtain a copy. 16

Although much valuable work on charters and other notable manuscripts of the
erstwhile monastic houses had been undertaken by men such as Roger Dodsworth
and William Dugdale earlier in the seventeenth century, it was not until some twenty
years after the Restoration that anything comparable was again attempted. The
revival was initiated by the appearance between 1684 and 1691 of three weighty
transcripts of chronicles. The second of these, Historiae Anglicanae Scriptores
Quinque, published anonymously in 1692 by Thomas Gale, Regius Professor of
Greek at Cambridge, is listed in the catalogues of Todd's Penrith library.

Hitherto Old English studies had in the main been undertaken by lawyers, by
country gentlemen, and by the clergy, but scholars now demanded a professionalism
which only the universities could provide. At the Restoration the centre of Anglo-
Saxon learning passed from Cambridge to Lincoln College, Oxford, where George
Hickes, historian and theological controversialist, a man of great erudition, taught.
When Hickes left Oxford to pursue a career in the Church the focus of learning
moved to Queen's, a college with strong north country connections. The supreme
influence of Queen's upon Old English studies had however to await the arrival of
Edward Thwaites, a Westmorland man, in 1689. His great contribution to
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scholarship was as a teacher rather than a writer, but he was also an unselfish
contributor to the works of others. In 1711, with typical diffidence he published
anonymously his own contribution to George Hickes's elaborate treatise of historical
philology, The Treasury of Northern Tongues, by extracting from it an abbreviated
grammar, Grammatica Anglo-Saxonica; ex-Hickesiano Linguarium Septentrionalium
Thesauro, excerpta, an invaluable antiquarian aid which soon found a place on
Todd's shelves.

Thomas Benson has already been mentioned, but others who gathered round
Thwaites at Queen's included Edmund Gibson, another Westmerian, later to
become Bishop of London, whose Latin translation of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
appeared in 1692; Christopher Rawlinson, who working from the transcripts of
Junius, published King Alfred's 9th century vernacular translation of Boethius's De
Consolatione Philosophiae in 1698; and Thomas Tanner, subsequently Bishop of St
Asaph (a contributor like Todd, to Gibson's Britannia and to Bernard's Oxford
Catalogue), who in 1695 brought out the first edition of his Notitia Monastica, a work
which in an extended form later became a standard textbook of monastic
bibliography. Hugh Todd, a Queen's man himself, and an antiquarian with a
particular interest in the Anglo-Saxon past of his own county, not only bought first
edition copies of all these works but also subscribed to Leges Marchiarum, or Border
Laws, a study of border service and the ancient state of the English borders which
his Queen's College contemporary, William Nicolson, Bishop of Carlisle, published
in 1705.

"Between 1660 and 1730 a long succession of highly distinguished Englishmen
brought to its proper culmination the best sustained and the most prolific movement
of historical scholarship which this country had ever seen". So wrote David Douglas
in the preamble to his survey of post Restoration historiography." This period
matches almost exactly that of Hugh Todd's own life. An age in which enthusiasm
for the research, the writing and the reading of history produced not only a highly
talented school of Anglo-Saxon scholars, but also stimulated a traditional interest in
works of the great classical historians.

Todd's enquiring mind reflected the intellectual enthusiasm of his day.
Researcher and writer, contributor to the works of others, and the first ecclesiastical
historian of his own diocese, he was also a discriminating collector of classical
histories. Livy, the most attractive of all the Roman historians, was represented in
the library by an Aldine edition of De Secundo Bello Punico, and Caesar by
Commentarii de Bello Gallico in a London edition of 1601. Alongside these were the
great histories of Herodian, Zosimus and Thucydides, as well as the abridgement by
Justin of the vast history of Trogus Pompeius, and from Florence in 1516, the editio
princeps of the works of Xenophon, the ancient Greek historian, essayist and
military commander whose plain prose style has sometimes led to his being called
the world's first journalist.

That there was also a first edition copy of Polydore Vergil's Historia Anglia says
much for the doctor's discrimination, for this work taking the history of England
down to the year 1509, written by an Italian and published at Basle in 1534, had
been one of the best historical narratives to appear in Tudor times.

By and large however 16th century histories had been dull chronological stuff and
modern writers of the Restoration seeking to improve both the critical and literary
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merit of their work, found inspiration in the classics; turned to the Anglo-Saxon
antiquaries for knowledge of medieval England; and for the bare facts of
contemporary events relied either upon their own memories, the eye-witness
accounts of others, or on the commentaries and collections of men such as John
Rushworth, the first three volumes of whose Historical Collections of Private Passages
of State, Weighty matters of Law, Remarkable Proceedings in five Parliaments, Todd
bought for £2 5s. Od.

When reviewing historians of the post Restoration period it is not always easy to
distinguish between history and autobiography. Indeed much of what may now be
considered history would not have been thought of as such in its own day, for just as
military men and politicians of the present rely upon their memories and on recent
records when writing their memoirs, so too did those, who following the
Restoration, sat down to recount the tumultuous events of their lifetime.

One of the most enviable productions in this genre to appear in Todd's time must
surely be Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon's True Historical Narrative of the Rebellion
and Civil Wars in England, an amalgamation of two distinct works. An account of the
Rebellion, written while his memory of events was still fresh, and an autobiography
composed many years later as a memorial for his children. Clarendon died in 1674
and his History remained in manuscript until 1702-4 when it came out in three folio
volumes. A second edition in six volumes octavo followed in 1705-6, and this is the
edition that Todd later bought. The great work became the historical bible of the
Tory party. Sales were considerable and in 1713 profits from the copyright
contributed to the erection of a building on the east side of the Sheldonian Theatre
to house the Oxford University Press.'$

Of similar interest is the History of My Own Times written by Gilbert Burnet,
Bishop of Salisbury, who died in 1715. A man of quite exceptional ability,
latitudinarian in his ecclesiastical perceptions and in politics a Whig, Burnet had
been offered and had refused no less than four bishoprics by the time he was twenty-
nine. The History of My Own Times, the work by which he is best remembered — a
blend of history, autobiography and anecdote — although perhaps not quite history,
is nonetheless the stuff of history for the light which it throws on contemporary
thought and debate. Todd purchased the first volume when it appeared
posthumously in 1724, but didn't live long enough to acquire the second. Notably,
in spite of their divergent political and religious opinions, he had five other books by
Burnet — more indeed than those of any other modern writer.

During the latter half of the seventeenth and the early part of the eighteenth
century there was much writing of history, political, as well as ecclesiatical. Many
such works were written by the clergy. Men such as Jeremy Collier; Laurence
Echard, and White Kennett, books by all of whom are listed in the catalogues.

In 1705 for example, booksellers preparing a collection of the best works of
English history asked White Kennett to write a continuation to the time of Queen
Anne, and this collection entitled A Compleat History of England; with the Lives of All
the Kings and Queens thereof from the Earliest Account of Time to the Death of King
William III was bought by Todd when it appeared the following year. At four
guineas it was one of his more expensive acquisitions.

The first volume of Laurence Echard's standard Whig history, The History of
England, covering the period from Roman times to the death of James I, which Todd
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also added to his library about this time, was however more concerned with
influencing current constitutional controversy by reference to medieval precedent
(not always with complete accuracy) than with impartial enquiry. But if it added
little to existing knowledge, it nevertheless led the field in "popular" history for
many years.

On the other hand the non-juror Jeremy Collier's controversial Ecclesiastical
History of Great Britain, Chiefly of England, from the First Planting of Christianity to the
End of the Reign of Charles II, the first volume of which appeared in 1708 — a more
important work than either of the those already mentioned — was the most
comprehensive account of the medieval English Church to have appeared for over
sixty years. It broke new ground by arguing that the essential features of early
ecclesiastical history were rooted, not in the ancient independence of the Church —
the traditional view — but in the harmony of a primitive faith that had held the
British and Roman Churches together until unity was destroyed by the growth of
abuses. Whig prelates such as William Nicolson of Carlisle condemned it. The
government, suspicious of the non-juror's Jacobite sympathies, Romanizing religion
and belief in the Apostolical Succession of both bishops and monarchs, was equally
hostile. So too was the London literary world, antagonized by Collier's earlier
denunciation of stage immorality. Although Todd himself probably agreed with
much of what Collier had to say, it is hardly surprising given the range and depth of
establishment animosity, that a work so much at odds with the conventional view of
ecclesiastical history failed to meet with universal approval. Collier's Ecclesiastical
History was nevertheless a well researched accurate achievement based upon an
extensive reading of original authorities.

So too were many biographies written during these years, some published as
freestanding works in their own right, others being commissioned by a bookseller to
preface the posthumous edition of some popular author's collected works. Best
remembered for his discourse The Compleat Angler, Izaak Walton's contemporary
fame rested on his biographical essays. His life of the diplomat, Sir Henry Wotton
(who once defined an ambassador as an honest man sent abroad to lie for the good
of his country) written to preface a collection of Wotton's essays, Reliquiae
Wottonianae, published in 1651; and a memoir of Richard Hooker, commissioned
for Gauden's 1666 edition of the Ecclesiastical Polity, were both in the library.

Of later date was The Life of Cardinal Wolsey by Richard Fiddes, which Todd
bought from the Penrith bookseller, Miles Corney, in 1727. Fiddes took a view of
the Reformation distinctly more favourable to the medieval Catholic Church than
that of most Protestant writers, and was roundly attacked on that score. While
writing the book he had enjoyed the patronage of Francis Atterbury, Bishop of
Rochester, erstwhile Dean of Carlisle, and Todd's ally in the battle of the Carlisle
Cathedral Statutes. 19 However by the time the book appeared in 1724, Atterbury,
having participated in a Jacobite plot, was living in exile. Stuff indeed for the critics,
only too ready to accuse Fiddes of popery. The accusation was unfair, for though
certainly a high churchman, Fiddes was no papist. Indeed his Life of Wolsey marked
a real advance in historical interpretion.

If in spite of (or possibly even because of) sectarian criticism Fiddes's biography
of Wolsey was acclaimed by High Churchmen, Vita Johannis Barwick, the life of
John Barwick, written by his brother Dr Peter Barwick, was also probably consistent
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with their political leanings, and in Todd's case may also have been bought for its
local affiliations. A Westmorland man, educated at Sedbergh and St John's College,
Cambridge, John Barwick's sympathies placed him firmly on the side of the king
during the Civil Wars; while later, with the exception of General Monck and
Edward Hyde, nobody took a more active part in the Restoration. Offered the
bishopric of Carlisle by Charles II, he refused it in favour of the deanery of Durham
and this he later exchanged for the deanery of St Paul's. Neither was the life of the
biographer himself free from interest. Achieving fame for his treatment of smallpox,
he also endorsed Harvey's experiments relating to the circulation of the blood, and
was one of the few physicians to remain in London during the plague of 1665. The
biography of his elder brother, written in 1671, was given to St John's College
library and there it remained in manuscript until discovered and published fifty years
later. 20

Books of theological introspection, religious controversy, ecclesiastical history and
pious biography dominated most libraries during Dr Todd's lifetime, but even where
these were part of a working library they would often contribute to the owner's
recreational reading as well. No such recreational use can be attributed to either
Wingate's Abridgement of the Statutes or Blount's Law Dictionary, practical reference
works which he would only have had occasion to use as a Justice of the Peace. On
the other hand The Law of England relating to the Nobility and Gentry published by the
miscellaneous legal writer John Brydall in 1675, as well as an inaccurate and slovenly
work entitled The Rights of the Clergy which William Nelson brought out in 1709,
must both have been bought for personal reference rather than magisterial use. And
one can only speculate as to the reason why Sir George Mackenzie's Institutions of the
Laws of Scotland in its second edition of 1688 was added to the library. Bishop
Burnet once remarked that this author had "published many books, some of law,
and all full of faults", but his criticism was probably politically prejudiced, for
Mackenzie, a distinguished lawyer, was also a man of wide reading who in 1689
established the library of the Faculty of Advocates in Edinburgh. A library which in
the present century became the National Library of Scotland.

No medieval law book can have been of any help to an active magistrate, and the
13th century Summa Magna et Summa Parva, treating of procedural matters in
judicial cases, written by the Chief Justice of King's Bench, Ralph de Hengham,
printed in 1616 along with the 15th century De Laudibus Legum Angliae of England's
first constitutional lawyer, John Fortescue, were plainly not in the library for current
legal use. They were indeed part of Dr Todd's collection of books on antiquarian
topics. A collection which contained works on a whole range of subjects from
archaeology by way of medals, marbles and monuments, to the history of bishoprics
and the genealogy of the gentry. Lawyers, classicists, orientalists, prelates,
physicians, and even geologists, all contributed to this accumulation of antiquarian
knowledge on his shelves. But pride of place must surely be accorded to his copy of
the Britannia in its second edition of 1587, Camden's popular county by county
description of England, Scotland and Ireland. Although Todd did not have the 1594
edition of this notable work, which Camden had embellished with the genealogical
pedigrees of leading noble families, he did buy the undated broadside entitled A
Discovery of Certain Errors published in the . . . Britannia, 1594, in which the York
Herald, Ralphe Brooke, challenged Camden's genealogical ability.
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If the controversy which inevitably followed Brooke's criticism served no other
purpose, it at least led to genealogies of the nobility being more closely scrutinised,
thus paving the way for a more authoritative peerage in the ensuing century. Indeed
no single work has ever done so much for the history of the English aristocracy as
William Dugdale's Baronage of England, the first volume of which appeared in 1675.
Based upon the mass of original material to be found among the archives of noble
families as well as in the great repositories of State, Dugdale's Baronage also relied
very substantially, but with scant acknowledgement, on the research notes which the
antiquary, Roger Dodsworth, had assembled with a similar project in mind some
years earlier. But although to a great extent based upon another man's research,
Dugdale's work nevertheless paved the way for all later studies of feudal history, by
emphasising how the changing nature of feudalism in the Middle Ages had
depended on the great families responsible for its operation.

Heraldry, the partner of genealogy, had however but one volume listed in the
catalogues, Introductio ad Latinam Blasionam, a scholarly attempt to define in Latin
the terms of a Gothic institution. It is said that the author of this work, John
Gibbon, Bluemantle Pursuivant, notwithstanding his undoubted skill, failed to gain
promotion to the higher cadres of the College of Heralds due to his unfortunate
habit of annotating the College's library books with the shortcomings of his less
learned superiors!

Although genealogy certainly seems to have been an antiquarian subject of
particular interest, this section of the library also contained several monographs on
medals, including Numismata, John Evelyn's handsome folio published in 1697, a
volume replete with excellent engravings but unfortunately marred by faulty
typography and a digressive text, while archaeological curiosity is evident from the
presence of Archaeologia Graeca, John Potter's description of the antiquities of
Greece in a late edition of 1707. No account of this part of the collection would be
complete however without mentioning Repertorium Ecclesiasticum Parochiale
Londinense, the history of the Diocese of London in two folio volumes which Richard
Newcourt brought out in 1708-10, for as Todd himself acknowledged, this work was
the model upon which he designed his own magnum opus, "The Historical
Description of the Bishopric of Carlisle". A work which although it still survives in
manuscript has never been published. 21

If theological treatises and related studies were the most important part of his
working library, Todd's collection of classical writings from the ancient world surely
reflected his chief academic interest. The library catalogues not only list works by
celebrated authors such as Aristotle, Cicero, Horace, Plutarch and Plato, but
include those of others whose names are less well known. Thirty-four authors from
ancient Greece, represented by sixty-three separate works are complemented by
twenty-six Roman writers with forty-one works between them. Moreover it comes as
no surprise to discover that the library contained a fine collection of Greek and Latin
verse. No less than twenty-four verse works, augmented by twenty-one on
philosophy, comprised the principal portion of his classical collection, while of the
remainder, eighteen were devoted to history and biography, five each to drama,
fables and natural history, and three each to letters, criticism and rhetoric. Sundry
dissertations on astronomy, logic, satire, geography, grammar, education and other
miscellaneous subjects completed the list. The works of Aristotle exceeded those of
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any other Greek writer, while Cicero was the most popular Roman author.
For the bibliophile however interest in this classical section must lie in the

enviable quality of the volumes which Todd acquired. The transcripts and
translations published in Venice by Manutius Aldus between 1494 and 1506 were
for example renowned even in their own time for excellence and accuracy. In part
this was due to the care taken by Aldus himself in seeing the works through the press
and in part to the calibre of the scholars whom he employed as his editors. Todd
had two works from this early Aldine period; the second volume of a collection of
the early Christian poets, Corpus Poetae Christiani Veteres — in which the famous
Aldine crown and anchor device appeared for the first time — edited by Aldus
himself and published in 1502; 22 and the three zoological theses of Aristotle in a
collection with the botanical works of Theoprastus, published under the editorship
of Theodore Gaza in 1503/4. Of later date was the four volume edition of the
Historia Naturalis by Pliny the Elder — an encyclopaediac rag bag of popular science
with digressions on fine art, inventions and other topics — which the Aldus family
brought out in 1535/6. Incredibly, although the four volumes of this rare and
valuable work are seldom found together, Todd managed to acquire them all!

The Aldine classics were not his only fine editions. During the sixteenth century
the Estienne family were in many respects to Paris what the Aldine dynasty had been
to Venice, while in the next century the House of Elzevir achieved a similar
reputation for excellence in Amsterdam. The library contained splendid publications
from both these famous family firms.

A renewed interest in classical literature emerged in England during the last
quarter of the seventeenth century and this led to the translation of many works
which had hitherto only appeared in Latin or Greek. Following the Glorious
Revolution for instance, anti-Whig sympathies lost John Dryden the laureatship, and
after a brief flirtation with the theatre he turned to the politically less compromising
task of translation. His achievements included Juvenal and Persius translated into
English by various hands which Jacob Tonson, the most notable London publisher-
bookseller of the day, brought out in 1693, and for which Dryden furnished most of
the translations as well as an erudite preface concerning the origins and development
of satire.

Sir Roger L'Estrange the Tory pamphleteer and journalist, whose advocacy of
stricter press censorship had earlier led to his being appointed one of the licensers of
the press, was another who lost his job upon the accession of a Whig ministry in
1688. He too, in order to support an extravagant lifestyle, turned to translation. His
chief work, The Fables of Aesop and other Eminent Mythologists with Moral Reflections,
published in 1692, is the most comprehensive collection of fables in existence.
Another of L'Estranges's major works, Seneca's Morals Abstracted, was a best seller
for years and had run to no less than ten editions by the time Todd bought his copy
from Richard Cook, a Carlisle bookseller, in 1719.

The popularity of poetry during the years which followed the Restoration was
considerable. Verse of one sort or another, moral, satirical, metaphysical, political or
heroic was widely written, read and criticised. Todd's collection of contemporary
poetry and of the translations of classical writers simply reflected both the scholarly
enthusiasm and the popular taste of the age in which he lived. But although many of
the great classical poets found a place in his library, his selection of modern poets
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seems to have been more idiosyncratic. Milton was represented only by his political
polemics; Dryden by his translations, and Donne not at all. Of those whose work did
feature, two in the metaphysical tradition of John Donne were however pre-eminent.
Richard Crashaw, the son of a Puritan clergyman, who nevertheless became a
Roman Catholic; and Abraham Cowley, a reputed Royalist spy, whose fame as a
poet both in his own time and for more than half a century thereafter exceeded that
of his contemporary John Milton. Crashaw's best known work, Steps to the Temple:
Delights of the Muses, a collection of sacred and secular verse, held by some to be the
height of Baroque in English poetry, owed much to the Neopolitan influence of an
earlier generation. Cowley's verse on the other hand reflected the poetic influence of
Spenser and Jonson as well as that of Donne. Active in the Royalist cause during the
Civil Wars, he later accepted the Cromwellian regime, retired to acadamia and
busied himself with books, botany, his essays, and his poetry. His poetic and
scientific skills coincided in the botanical verse published posthumously in a
collection entitled Poemata Latina, which Todd bought in its second edition of 1678.

Samuel Butler whose robust irreverence captured the spirit of the Restoration,
wrote poetry of an entirely different dimension. His critical observations of
Presbyterians, Independents, Quakers, the Directory and much else, strung together
in the jingling satirical verse of a long mock-heroic poem, Hudibras, which Todd had
in an edition of 1678, may not have been elegant, but it was as quintessentially
English as a Rowlandson cartoon, and was certainly the most popular poem of its
day.

An interest in theology, history, antiquities, classical literature, and even poetry, is
what one might expect to be reflected in the library of an educated 18th century
parson. Todd's lifetime however also coincided with an age wherein new ideas and
new knowledge pervaded practically every aspect of intellectual thought, and
nowhere was this more evident than in the quite exceptional development of science
in its various fields. That a number of his books should have been devoted to works
on astronomy, natural history, and even medicine should therefore occasion little
surprise, for he was above all else a man of much and varied learning. A man of the
modern world who read what members of the Royal Society had to say, contributed
to its transactions, and in appraising scientific investigation had due regard for the
empirical philosophy of Sir Francis Bacon, founder of the English scientific
movement.

Although it is as a writer of essays that Bacon is now best remembered, by far the
largest and most influential body of his work was philosophical. Standing between
the medieval and the modern world, he did more than almost any other individual to
create the intellectual climate in which science was to flourish during the post
Restoration years. In treatises such as The Two Bookes of the Proficience and
Advancement of Learning, and Novum Organum Scientiarum, bought for the library in
their 1633 and 1660 editions respectively, Bacon stressed the need to base general
scientific conclusions on the systematic analysis and arrangement of particular facts.
His criticism of traditional enquiry was not that writers had had no recourse to the
facts in the past, but that they had either only sought out those facts which upheld
preconceived theories, or had constructed theories upon an unmethodical study of
randomly collected data.

Astronomy, the oldest of all the sciences and that most closely associated with
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theology, was represented by several books in the vicarage. These included a rare
first edition of De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestrium, printed at Nuremberg in 1543,
Nicolaus Copernicus's devastating destruction of the Church of Rome's Ptolemaic
conception of the universe; and a 1654 edition of Principia Philosophiae, the curious
hypothesis advanced by the eminent French philosopher Rene Descartes, in an
attempt to reconcile contemporary astronomical observation with the teachings of a
Church determined to uphold geocentricism as the only theory compatible with the
Scriptures.

In England where there were no such theological pressures, one who did more
than any other to promote the Copernican view was John Wilkins, Oliver
Cromwell's brother-in-law, whose dissertations, replete with imaginative ideas,
contemplated both the habitation of the moon and the possibility of lunar travel by
flying machine! His Mathematical Magick, or the Wonders that may be performed by
Mechanical Geometry, first published in 1648, but which Todd held in an edition of
1680, even contained conjectural thoughts on the feasibility of "an Ark for
submarine navigation". Wilkins was no Copernicus, but his theories exemplify the
zest with which the scientific amateurs of the Restoration — his kindred spirits at the
Royal Society, of which he was a leading light — were prepared to speculate on
schemes several centuries ahead of their time.

The founding of the Royal Society in 1662 offered professional scientists and
interested amateurs alike a forum in which to share their knowledge and exchange
ideas. The diplomat and miscellaneous writer, Sir Kenelm Digby, who became one
of the Society's founder members, anticipated its enthusiasm for natural history
when in 1661, having observed the dependence of plant life on oxygen, he published
his findings in A Discourse concerning the Vegetation of Plants. But of the authors
whose works were also in Todd's library, another founder member, the diarist John
Evelyn, is of greater moment. During the Civil Wars and the Commonwealth which
followed, England's woodlands had been sadly neglected, and thus at the
Restoration timber for ship building was difficult to obtain. The Commissioners for
the Navy, regarding the newly established Royal Society in much the same light as a
Royal Commission might be regarded today, asked it to investigate. The Society in
turn referred the matter to its Fellow, John Evelyn. His report delivered in 1662 and
printed two years later under the title Sylva, Or a Discourse of Forest-Trees and the
Propagation of Timber in His Majesties Dominions became the Society's first official
publication. Six years later Evelyn claimed in the second edition which Todd
bought, that his book had led to the planting of over two million timber trees during
the intervening years.

Evelyn's contemporary, Robert Morison, a Scotsman, the King's physician and
Curator of the Royal Gardens, upon being elected Professor of Botany at Oxford in
1669, was to devote the remainder of his life to the study of systematic botany.
Great things were expected of his Plantarum Historiae Universalis Oxoniensis, a work
intended to classify plants on a more systematic basis than ever hitherto attempted.
The first volume of this great undertaking appeared in 1680, but sadly Morison
didn't live to complete the work and nineteen years were to elapse before the second
and final folio volume came out under the editorship of his erstwhile pupil, Jacob
Bobart. Hugh Todd bought the 1680 folio, but failed to add Bobart's 1699
continuation to his collection.
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Morison's scientific classification of herbaceous plants not only enjoys the
distinction of being one of the first great works to be published by the Oxford
University Press, but its fine plates were also among the earliest copper engravings of
botanical subjects to appear in England. In the wider field of natural history
however, nothing illustrates the progress of enquiry better than the regional studies
which appeared during the time that Todd was buying his books. For alongside men
such as Evelyn and Morison whose publications were the product of specialised
scientific enquiry, were country gentlemen and provincial clergy whose local
enthusiasm inspired investigation and research at a more parochial level. Towards
the end of the century indeed, county naturalists ploughed a similar furrow to the
emerging generation of county antiquaries, so that it is not always easy to discern
where natural history ends and local history begins. Some such efforts failed
dismally. In 1700 for example, the physician, Charles Leigh, published The Natural
History of Lancashire, Cheshire and the Peak District of Derbyshire. A badly printed
muddle of a book, which although bought by Todd can have added little to his
knowledge.

Where Leigh failed in 1700, Robert Plot, the first Curator of the Ashmolean,
Professor of Chemistry at Cambridge and Fellow of the Royal Society, had already
succeeded some twenty years earlier. His original scheme to publish a county by
county natural history of England and Wales soon proved to be over ambitious, but
The Natural History of Oxfordshire, a worthy work illustrated with a map and sixteen
fine plates, published in 1677 while Todd was still up at Oxford, not unnaturally
found a place on his shelves. In later years Dr Plot was one of several scholars from
whom Todd received assistance while collecting material for his own unpublished
diocesan history. Indeed to a large extent Todd's personal research was conducted
upon the principles of enquiry which the Oxford don had pioneered.

Medical books of a mundane sort, the practical manuals of self-treatment, would
without doubt have been found in many a gentleman's household at this time. A
1696 edition of the popular Pharmacopoeia Londinensis by the mountebank medical
practitioner, William Salmon, who not only sold prescriptions of his own invention,
but cast horoscopes, professed alchemy, taught drawing and undertook surgery, is
listed in the catalogues. So too is Robert Boyle's curious collection of medicinal
recipes entitled Medicinal Experiments, or a Collection of Choice Remedies for the most
part Simple and Easily Prepared, in its second edition of 1693.

Historical examination of a library is however more concerned with books which
reflect the owner's personality than with those that were simply there for occasional
reference. The works of early Fellows of the Royal Society such as Evelyn, Wilkins,
Plot, and Digby have already been mentioned, but those of its medical members
have not. Although the number of specialist medical treatises on Todd's shelves may
not have been great, their importance in the scientific perceptions of the age was
considerable. He had the two important treatises of Thomas Willis, Sedleian
Professor of Natural Philosophy at Oxford, Cerebri Anatome Nervorumque descriptio in
usus, a pioneering study of the anatomy of the brain published in 1664, for which Sir
Christopher Wren furnished illustrations; and Pharmaceutice Rationalis, the equally
valuable epitome of the materia medica of the day which came out ten years later, a
work which not only identified the disease diabetes mellitus for the first time but
included precise descriptions of whooping cough and other respiratory ailments
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accompanied by fine illustrations of the respiratory system.
Alongside Willis's pioneering medical treatises was a 1671 Amsterdam printing of

Richard Lower's major dissertation on pulmonary and cardiovascular anatomy and
physiology, Tractatus de Corde; item de Motu et Calore Sanguinis, et Chyli in eum
transitu, in which the author graphically described his experiment demonstrated to
the Royal Society two years earlier, involving the transfusion of blood from the veins
of one animal into the veins of another. Finally there was the discourse De Loquela,
seu Sonorum Formatione which John Wallis, Savilian Professor of Geometry at Oxford
appended to his 1674 edition of Grammatica Linguae Anglicanae. Wallis was not a
medical man, but the method of teaching deaf-mutes to speak which he pioneered
and described in De Loquela was nevertheless a valuable contribution to the medical
knowledge of his time.

If Hugh Todd's interest in scientific and medical matters is abundantly evident
from the contents of his library, his political sympathies must be inferred from the
company he kept rather than from the books that he read. For example, the noted
Stuart sympathiser, Obadiah Walker, was master of University College when, in
1678, Todd gained his fellowship there, and in 1688 he owed his presentation to the
living of Arthuret to the patronage of Sir Richard Graham, Viscount Preston, a
staunch Tory with Jacobite leanings. 23 Then sixteen years later, in 1704, upon
becoming the non-residential Dean of Carlisle, the formidable High Church Tory
and Jacobite sympathiser, Francis Atterbury, also found him a willing ally in his
confrontations with a recalcitrant cathedral chapter and a hostile diocesan. 24

The library catalogues are not however altogether devoid of clues concerning his
political views, for here and there are to be found a few publications of
contemporary political interest. In 1710 for instance he bought from the bookseller
Edward Carlile, 25 a transcript of the trial on charges of sedition, of the political
preacher, Dr Henry Sacheverell. A show trial which, when it backfired, contributed
to the fall of the Whig ministry later that year. 26 Then in 1711 he subscribed to The
Examiner, a partisan Tory broadsheet edited by Jonathan Swift.

On the whole however contemporary political tracts were not much in evidence in
the library. On the other hand during Todd's younger days the dominant issue in
domestic politics had centred upon the status of the monarchy, and a keen interest
in this constitutional controversy was reflected in a number of his books. Patriarcha,
or the Natural Power of Kings Asserted, Sir Robert Filmers trenchant defence of Divine
Right, written in 1638 (though not published until 1680) presented one side of the
argument, while Plato Redivivus, or a Dialogue Concerning Government, a concept of
constitutional monarchy published by the closet republican Henry Neville in 1681,
propounded the other.

High Churchman Todd certainly was, and a Tory by political inclination too. By
1710 the now dominant Tory party was by no means the Jacobite party it had once
been. That Todd had by then also modified whatever Jacobite opinions he may once
have held can be inferred from the Restoration sermon which he preached before the
newly elected House of Commons on 29 May 1711. While commending the
blessings of hereditary monarchy and insisting that the royal succession could never
be "totally broke and dissolv'd [or] transferr'd to an inferiour (sic) ignoble person
. . . as was the case in the time of the Usurpation", he nevertheless conceded that
important reasons of State might occasionally require the true succession to be
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"limited and restrain'd to particular persons". An important qualification of
hereditary right amounting to an unambiguous acceptance of the 1688 Revolution
and of the constitutional position of the reigning monarch, Queen Anne. 27

Hugh Todd died on 6 October 1728. The inventory of his library prepared a few
weeks later reveals that it then contained some 630 titles. Although several of these
had been acquired since 1720 when he first catalogued his collection, that catalogue
had in fact listed many more. 28 It is evident therefore that there had been an overall
disposal of books during the intervening years. Indeed the 1720 catalogue and the
inventory of 1728 taken together refer to no less than 813 titles and these are the
books which we know Todd possessed at some time in his life.

A gentleman's library of this size would not perhaps have been thought of as large
in a wider national context during the early part of the eighteenth century. The
philosopher Joseph Locke had over 3,500 books in his library, and Samuel Pepys a
similar number, while John Evelyn, the diarist, a wealthier man than either,
possessed more than 5,000. These however were all famous men of considerable
standing in intellectual circles, and it may seem remarkable that a country parson
living in a remote corner of provincial England, far from the London booksellers and
the ancient universities should have accumulated a library of over 800 works among
which were to be found an impressive number of rare and important titles. The fact
that a monthly review of current European literature, The History of the Works of the
Learned, was delivered regularly to the Penrith vicarage, shows however that by the
18th century it was no longer necessary to be at the centre of things in order to learn
what was being published in the wider world, and while we know that Todd
occasionally bought books from local booksellers, one suspects that many more were
ordered up from the London and Oxford publishers on the strength of these critical
reviews.

Sadly, Todd was compelled to part with one fifth of his collection between the
years 1720 and 1728, indeed many of his more valuable books left the Penrith
vicarage during this period. Gone by 1728 was his Aldine edition of Livy's De
Secundo Bello Punico. Gone too was his rare 1487 copy of Gerson's Trilogium
Astrologiae bound with the De Consolatione Philosophiae of Anicius Boethius.
Camden's Britannia had been sold to Robert Gosling, a London bookseller in 1723
for J2 15s. Od, while neither Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, the 1633 edition of
Bacon's Advancement of Learning, or More's Utopia were in the library when Todd
died. By then too the best of his medical treatises had gone, and of the 43
antiquarian volumes printed prior to 1550 which had once graced his shelves, only
26 now remained.

It can be surmised that the reason for this sacrifice was financial. The doctor was
by no means a wealthy man. The probate value of his estate was a relatively modest
L1,229 16s.0d., and much of this was attributable to his library and other household
effects. 29 Tithes due to him were eighteen months in arrears, while some of the
money he had put out on mortgage would seem to have been unwisely lent. 30 Lack
of liquidity on the one hand was compounded by potential commitments to his
family on the other. When his daughter Catherine married in 1725 he had pledged
L500 as her marriage portion. 31 A similar sum it soon transpired, must be set aside
for her sister, an invalid who might never marry 32 . Adequate provision would also of
course be necessary when he died in order to maintain his widow. However
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regrettable the decision might be, it must have seemed to Hugh Todd that in these
circumstances a fine library was a luxury he could no longer afford.

Conjectural as this hypothesis may be, Todd's determination to convert his
collection into cash is plainly evident from the direction in his will that "All my
books be sold according to the catalogue already made of them, if they be not sold
and disposed of by myself in my own lifetime", and that these instructions were duly
carried out would certainly seem to be the case, for no books are mentioned in the
inventory of Mrs Todd's assets prepared when she died in 1733, nor are they at any
time referred to in correspondence which then arose concerning the administration
of her husband's estate. 33

Thus it is that a fine early eighteenth century book collection painstakingly
accumulated by a country clergyman of modest means exists today only in his
catalogue and in a rudimentary inventory prepared after his death. 34
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34 The research on which this paper is based has led to a fully referenced short title catalogue of Dr
Todd's library being prepared and a copy of this is now on deposit with the Todd MSS, CRO(C) DX
1329.
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Appendix
An analysis by imprint

1450 to 1499

Britain

1500 to 1549 1550 to 1599 1600 to 1649 1650 to 1699 1700 to 1728

London - 18 79 177 73
Edinburgh 2 1
Dublin - 2 1
Oxford - - 15 56 9
Cambridge 1 5 9
Other 1

19 101 246 83

France
Paris 10 13 6 8
Lyons - 6 4 2
Other 2 2

10 19 12 12

German States
Cologne 4 7
Frankfurt - 5 9 3
Hanover - 4 -
Leipzig - - - 3
Other - 4 6 5 -

- 4 15 25 6

Low Countries
Amsterdam - - 8 27
Antwerp 2 11 2 -
Leyden 1 7 7
The Hague 1 3
Other 2 5

- 2 12 20 42

Italy
Venice 3 1 1
Other 1 1

- 4 1 1 1

Switzerland
Geneva 10 7 3
Basle 12 11 1
Lausanne 2 -

Zurich 3 -

- 12 26 8 3 -

Uncertain imprint* 1 3 4 7 6 1
Total 1 35 96 174 316 84

*There are in addition approximately one hundred works in which both the place and the date of printing
are uncertain.
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