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PEROD SECTOR 1 SECTOR 2 SECTOR 4 The Peninsula 
0  Before 550AD     
Bronze Age  Flint arrowheads Carved stone ball Short cists at Balintore, 

North Sutor and 
Balnabruach 

Iron Age  Earliest marsh [SUERC 
13264] 770-400 BC 
Earliest marsh 2310 
[SUERC 14990] 720-380 
BC 
 
Charcoal Pit F573 [S-
33422] 170-380 
 
Burials at Balnabruach 
Balnabruach A [S-13257] 
410-230 BC 
Balnabruach B [S-13261] 
240-420 
Balnabruach C [S-13282] 
260-530 

 Long cists at Balintore, 
Nigg and Balnabruach 
 
Forts at Easter 
Rarichie, Tarrel, 
Lower Seafield and 
Castelhaven 

PERIOD 1 
Late Iron Age 
5/7th century 
 400-650 AD 
 

Round House S12 
Ard cultivation 
Plough pebbles 

Start: 525-650 
Cist burials 
Cist Burial 186 [S-13256] 
420-610 
Cist Burial 187 [S-33416] 
540-650 
 
S14 roundhouse (Sector 3) 
S10 roundhouse 
S11 roundhouse  
Hearth F535 in S11 [S-
33420] 640-770 
 
Well F527 [S-33421]  
610-680 
 
Marsh 
Stake in marsh F436 [S-
13277] 640-770 
D1. Latest marsh 2296 [S-
14989] 600-760 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End 635-730 

Start: 420-600 
Cist burials 
Cist Burial 162 
[O-13483; S-
13255] (mean) 
430-575 
Cist Burial 172 
[O-9699; S-
37079](mean) 
570-650 
 
A1. Plain burial 
170 [S-33413] 
580-660 
A2/B1. Plain 
burial 169 [S-
33412] 610-680 
Plain burial 163 
[O-13484] 640-
690 
Cist (?) Burial 
146 [S-37078] 
660-780 
 
Ditch F129 [S-
13263]  
540-660 
End: 645-725 

Long cists at 
Portmahomack 

HIATUS 
c50 years 

 Up to 85 years Up to 55 years?  

PERIOD 2  
Monastic  
8th century 
650-800 AD 
 

Start: 610-780 
First enclosure 
ditch S15 
Second enclosure 
ditch S16 
Int 1 fill [GU-
3265/6/7] 140-410; 
250-530; 350-580] 

Start: 645-685/735-765 
Infrastructure 
Pool, dam and bridge S7 
Road S13  
 
Boundary walls 
D2. Animal bone under 
boundary wall F480 [S-

Start: 670-760 
Cemetery with 
grave markers 
 
HS burial 128 [O-
13487/fish] 640-
770 
A3. Burial 171 [S-

The portage? 
 
Monumental cross-
slabs at 
Portmahomack, Hilton 
of Cadboll, 
Shandwick and Nigg 
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(peat; prob. After 
700) 
 
Stake in enclosure 
ditch [O-10159] 
670-890  
 
Bag-shaped 
building S1 
 
Bag-shaped 
building S3  
 
Well S8 
 
Metal-working in 
and around S1 8th 
century 
 
Last use of hearth 
in S1 phase 1, F65 
[S-2621] 700-940; 
[S-33415]670-870 

13266] 640-770 
D3. Earliest pool 2296 [S-
14994] 590-760 
 
Vellum working 
 
S4 tawing tank 
S9 yards 
 
D4. Hearth in yard F445 
640-770 
D4 Bone pegs in yard F393 
[S-13267] 640-770 
D4. Butchered bone 2335 
[S-13265] 650-780 
Hearth in S9 F495 [S-13581] 
650-780 
D4. Stake by dam F404 [S-
13276] 650-780 
D4. Bone row 2000 [S-
13271] 660-810 
 
 
 

33414/fish] 660-
850 
Burial 165 [O-
13509] 650-780 
Burial 129 [S-
33404] 670-880 
Burial 153 [S-
33410] 650-780 
Burial 144 [O-
13488/fish] 680-
890 
A4. Burial 130 [S-
33405] 660-780 
B2. Burial 160 
[O-13486/fish] 
680-880 
HS Burial 116 [O-
13489/fish] 680-
880 
 
Cross-slabs, 
grave markers, 
sarcophagus 

RAID and 
interval 
 
about AD 800 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End: 700-840 

Timber 26/1030 [O-9664] 
330-550 (Prob. c800: old 
wood) 
Hazel stake F490 [S-13273] 
400-570 (Prob. c800; old 
wood) 
Wattle on terrace F483 [S-
13274] 610-690 (Prob. c800; 
old wood) 
D5. Burnt wattle 2704 [S-
13275] 650-810 
D6. Latest deposit in pool 
C4863 
[S-14995] 650-840 
 
Sceat of 715-735 
End: 710-780 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End: 690-790 

 

HIATUS  
50-75years 

up to 60 years? 5-150 years? [none]  

PERIOD 3  
Scotto-Norse 
9/11th century 
 
3A Revival 
c. 800-1000 
 

Start: 740-880 
 
S1 re-used as kiln 
barn 
 
S5 Kiln barn 
 
Last use of S5 
Hearth in S5 F13 
[S-13283] 680-900 
Ditch around S5 [S-
13284] 890-1030 
 

Start: 735-965 
 
Metal-workers 
D7. Metal-working hearth 
F148 [S-13281] 660-880 
 

Start: 720-895 
 
Cemetery 
 
B3. Wicker Burial 
147 [O-
13485/fish] 720-
960 
Burial 158 [GU-
9296] 680-900 
[Blade wound] 
HS Burial 152 
[GU-9297] 780-
1000 [Blade 
wound] 

The Portage? 
 
Norse settlement at 
Cadboll, Arboll,  
Bindal, Geanies, 
Shandwick 

3B Abandon 
1000-1100/1150 

Backfilling of 
Enclosure ditch 

Disuse of road: Cow burial 
F304 [S-13282] 830-1020 

A5. HS Burial 136 
[S-33406] 970-

Hoard of ring-silver 
and coins deposited 
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 [GU-3265, 6, 7] 
140-410, 250-530, 
350-580 (secondary 
peat deposit) 
 
Disuse of enclosure 
ditch F132 [S- 
13286] 680-940 
 
Backfilling of 
tributary ditch F18 
[O-9662] 790-1020 
 
Last use of flue of 
S1, F79 [S-13285] 
1020-1210  
 
End 1025-1250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End: 775-1130 

1040 
Burial 156 [S-
33411] 970-1040 
 
C1. HS Burial 
111 [S-33402] 
1020-1170 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End: 1025-1175 

north of the church in 
c1000 

HIATUS   up to 110 years  
PERIOD 4 
Medieval  
12-16th century 
 
PERIOD 4A 
Church 2/3 built 
1100-1200 AD 
 

  Start: 1085-1245 
Church 2/3 
12th century 
Bell casting pit 
F107 [O-10536] 
1040-1260 
Burial 117 [GU-
9298] 1150- 1270 
[Blade wound] 

 

PERIOD 4B 
Church 4 built 
1200-1400 AD 

Ploughed fields Residence S17 & middens 
Coins 13th century-c1350 

Church 4 
Burial 110 [O-
13490] 1290-1410 
Grave cover mid 
14th century  

Foundation of Fearn 
Abbey & Mill 

PERIOD 4C 
Church 4 
refurbished 
1400-1600 AD 
 

Ploughed fields Smithy S18 
Coins c1450-c1550 

Church 4 
C2. Burial 112 [S-
33403/fish] 1280-
1420 
C3. Burial 101 [S-
33401/fish] 1440-
1630 
C4. Burial 113 
[O-13491/fish] 
1290-1430 
C5. Burial 90 [O-
13521/fish] 1460-
1660 
C6. Burial 98 [S-
33400/fish] 1420-
1620 
Burial 43. Boots 
of early 15th 
century 
Burial 97 [O-
13762/fish] 1440-
1660 
End: 1470-1690 

Chapels and Holy 
Wells 
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OLA 7.6.3 = D3.3 Concordance of radiocarbon dates and events [corrected following 

Hamilton version 4, received 1 Aug 2013].  All dates at 95% certainty, except hiatus 

intervals, which are at 68% certainty.  


