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ABSTRACT. 

 

 

Seventeen medieval features were recorded during an excavation undertaken across 

land proposed for development at Steyning Museum, Church Street, Steyning, West 

Sussex. 

 

These discoveries included part of a tenement boundary, pits and three possible 

postholes dating to the 12th – early / mid 13th century. A single shallow scoop of mid 

13th – mid 14th century origin was also investigated. The range of recovered artefacts 

/ ecofacts (pottery, burnt clay, metalwork, animal bone and marine shell) is indicative 

of general waste derived from a relatively low-status family group or smallholding 

utilising mainly local resources.  

 

This project has contributed to the detailed understanding of Steyning’s early 

development and confirmed the high archaeological potential of the immediate area.    
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1.0. INTRODUCTION. 

 

 

1.1. This document presents the results of an archaeological excavation 

undertaken at Steyning Museum, Church Street, Steyning, West Sussex 

during the summer of 2005 (N.G.R. TQ 17825 11315) (figures 1 and 2). 

 

1.2. Steyning Museum Trust has received planning approval for the construction 

of a 9m. – long and 7m. – wide extension to the south of the existing museum 

(Figure 1). However, as the proposed development lies within the medieval 

core of historic Steyning (see Section 3.0.) it was judged that groundworks 

associated with the scheme could impact upon archaeologically significant 

features and deposits. John Mills, the West Sussex County Council 

Archaeologist, therefore recommended that the site should first be the subject 

of an archaeological field evaluation prior to the onset of building work. 

 

1.3. In August 2004 the investigation by C. G. Archaeology of a 9m. – long and 

2m. – wide trench cut across the Area of Interest “revealed a single possible 

posthole of certain Saxo-Norman origin and one later Saxo-Norman ditch / 

gulley” (Greatorex 2004, 4). It was thus confirmed that the footprint of the 

proposed extension did indeed encompass a low density spread of 

archaeological features with the potential to provide valuable information 

regarding Steyning’s early medieval topography. 

 

1.4. As a result of the discoveries made within the trial - trench, John Mills 

requested the implementation of the full archaeological excavation described 

below. The primary aim of this project was to examine and record all 

contexts of historic importance located across the site of intended 

construction.  

 

1.5. The investigative methodology employed during the excavation was based 

upon a targeted Method Statement prepared by C. G. Archaeology and 

agreed with John Mills at West Sussex County Council (Greatorex 2005). 
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The fieldwork was carried – out by Christopher Greatorex and Emma Olivari 

of C. G. Archaeology and members of Worthing Archaeological Society 

from the 25th to 29th July 2005. 

 

1.6. It should be noted that no fresh examination of available cartographic and 

documentary sources or the West Sussex County Sites and Monuments 

Record (S.M.R.) was undertaken as part of the current exercise.   

 

1.7. All aspects of the project were commissioned by Steyning Museum Trust, to 

whom thanks are extended. 
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2.0. GEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND. 

 

 

2.1. The 1: 50,000 British Geological Survey (Sheet 318 / 333: Brighton and 

Worthing) records the underlying geology at the site as Lower Chalk. 

 

 



Steyning Museum 
C. G. Archaeology 
 
 

 9

3.0. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. 

 

 

3.1. The archaeological and historical evidence for the development of medieval 

Steyning has been discussed elsewhere (eg. Hudson 1980; Hudson 1987 and 

V.C.H. Sussex 6, 220 – 225) and thus merits only brief description here. The 

summary of the community’s origin and early years presented below is 

largely reproduced from a relatively recent paper entitled “Archaeological 

excavations in Steyning, 1992 – 95: further evidence for the evolution of a 

Late Saxon small town” (Gardiner and Greatorex 1997). 

 

3.2. A series of archaeological investigations undertaken within Steyning since 

the 1960’s has clarified many aspects of the medieval town. Remains of 

Saxo–Norman date have been well represented in all excavations, with the 

exception of work at Testers near White Horse Square (Gardiner 1988). 

Consequently, the probable extent of the settlement at this time can be 

elucidated. The Tanyard Lane stream seems to have marked the northernmost 

boundary of the town, with pottery found in Tanyard Lane itself suggesting 

that the community did at least extend towards this natural barrier (Gardiner 

and Greatorex 1997). The excavated farmstead at Market Field would also 

appear to have been sited on the periphery of the town, as no remains were 

discovered during work to its north and north – west (Gardiner 1993). 

Nevertheless, subsequent archaeological fieldwork undertaken at Coombe 

Court demonstrates that the Saxo-Norman settlement did reach at least as far 

south as School Lane (Gardiner and Greatorex 1997). “It has been argued 

that the later medieval ‘new town’ of Steyning was laid out beyond the limits 

of the Saxo-Norman urban area. The rear boundary of the burgage plots on 

the north-east side of High Street suggest the presence of earlier Saxo-

Norman enclosures. Only the eastern extent of the town remains to be 

defined, but it is possible that it was marked by the watercourse adjoining 

Coombe Court called the River Brad by Evans (1986)” (Gardiner and 

Greatorex 1997, 168).    
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3.3. The topography of Steyning during the Saxo-Norman period is thus 

reasonably clear. The settlement lay to the south and west of St. Andrew’s 

Church, which was itself situated above a tidal inlet to the north. The main 

structures were located “around the intersection of a north – south road 

known as the Portway (‘market street’) marked by Newham Lane and Church 

Street and an east – west track. The line of the east – west road is uncertain. It 

is clearly marked by Mouse Lane to the west of Steyning. Its course to the 

east may be marked either by School Lane and Holland Road, or by Tanyard 

Lane and Kings Barn Lane, or indeed both. The means by which the route 

crossed the Adur before the construction of a causeway at Bramber is 

uncertain” (ibid). 

    

3.4. Approximately 2% of the probable area of Saxo-Norman Steyning has now 

been subject to archaeological examination. The results of these 

investigations show that even around the church the community possessed a 

fairly low density of occupation and a level of activity considerably less than 

the main towns of the time. In fact, some parts of the settlement such as the 

wet land adjacent stretches of Tanyard Stream appear to have remained 

completely devoid of dwellings. 

 

3.5. In Steyning, “possible high - status 10th century buildings set near to the 

church were superseded in the 11th century by a greater number of structures 

evidently of lower status. These were presumably the houses of the 

smallholders which were found in or close by many 11th century towns” 

(Gardiner and Greatorex 1997, 169 – 70).  

 

3.6. During the late 12th or early 13th century it seems that the centre of the town 

moved to a new planned site on the present day High Street. “Part of the area 

of the former Saxo–Norman settlement near the church reverted to farmland 

and remained open until the town expanded in the late 20th century” 

(Gardiner and Greatorex 1997, 143). 
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3.7. Three archaeological fieldwork projects undertaken in the immediate vicinity 

of the current Area of Interest are worthy of particular attention. The first of 

these was conducted by Worthing Museum during 1962, on a site then 

known as Cuthman’s Field “located nearly opposite the tower of St. 

Andrew’s Church” (Barton 1986, 97) (Figure 6). Here the recorded features 

included a sunken – floored building, which itself dissected a sub-rectangular 

– shaped pit now dated to the period 1050 – 1250. Indeed, the excavated 

trench (‘Area 2’) encompassed a whole series of pits and two wells of late 

10th – mid 15th century origin. Also discovered were an early 15th century 

lime – slaking pit, a sunken trackway assigned to the years between 1450 and 

1600 and a large timber – framed house seemingly occupied from the mid 

15th – early 18th century. The latter dwelling was subject to numerous 

alterations throughout its lifespan, had a “history of flimsiness and poor 

construction” (Barton 1986, 103) and was finally demolished around 1720. 

 

3.8. In 1989 a rescue excavation was undertaken during groundworks associated 

with the inaugural construction of Steyning Museum (Reynolds 1992) 

(Figure 6). This work revealed an intercutting ditch and pit, both of which 

were dated to the late 11th or early 12th century and a second pit of late 13th or 

early 14th century origin.  

 

3.9. The proposed museum extension also lies approximately 30m. to the south of  

a 1995 excavation carried – out in advance of the Steyning Library 

development (Gardiner and Greatorex 1997). The easternmost end of this 

particular site clearly overlapped much of Barton’s aforementioned ‘Area 2’ 

trench of 1962 (see Section 3.7.) (Figure 6). It is noticeable that the later 

work failed to locate any conclusive evidence for the sunken – floored 

building, trackway or early 15th century lime – pit recorded 33 years before. 

Nevertheless, three partially overlapping phases of activity were identified 

across the previously unexposed area of the site. Initially, the footprint of the 

new library encompassed a number of pits dating to c.950 – 1250, although 

the density of cuts did not increase until the 13th century. The majority of pits 

predating 1250 lay on the east side of the excavation. However, during the 
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second defined phase of occupation (1200 – 1450) all of the cut features bar 

one were found within the westernmost half of the trench. The third and final 

settlement phase (1400 – 1700) was represented by the remnants of two walls 

(presumably part of the timber - framed building already described by 

Barton) a ditch, two pits, two possible postholes and the base of a stone – 

lined oven.  
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4.0. PROJECT OBJECTIVES. 

 

 

4.1. The primary objectives of the archaeological fieldwork are summarised 

below. 

 

• Ensure that all archaeological layers, cut features and structures exposed 

across the area of development are excavated, sampled, recorded and 

interpreted to an acceptable standard. 

 

• Ensure that all significant discoveries of an artefactual and / or ecofactual 

nature are recorded and analysed in accordance with accepted standards. 
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5.0. INVESTIGATIVE METHODOLOGY. 

 

 

5.1. Initially, a layer of overburden was stripped from the area of the proposed 

museum extension (Figure 2) by the client’s groundwork contractor using an 

appropriately sized digger fitted with a toothless ditching bucket.  

 

5.2. All such mechanical excavation was carried – out under the constant 

supervision of Christopher Greatorex (C. G. Archaeology). The removal of 

the overburden in successive spits continued as described until the uppermost 

surviving surfaces of the archaeological contexts discussed in Section 6.0. 

had been exposed.   

 

5.3. Over the course of five days all those features of archaeological significance 

revealed across the development site were cleaned and then subject to manual 

excavation by C. G. Archaeology and members of Worthing Archaeological 

Society. Specific care was taken to investigate the physical relationship of 

intersecting cuts, while bulk soil samples were collected from six dated 

deposits for subsequent flotation and palaeoenvironmental assessment (fills 

6, 7, 23, 31, 41, 45)  (see Section 13.0.).  

 

5.4. Each feature identified during the project was documented on an individual 

pro-forma and planned at a scale of 1: 50. Stratigraphic profiles of the 

excavated cuts were also produced at a scale of 1: 10 and levelled with 

respect to Ordnance Datum.  

 

5.5. A full black and white and colour transparency photographic record of the 

fieldwork was maintained as appropriate. 
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6.0. FIELDWORK RESULTS. 

 

 

6.1. An extremely compact layer of homogeneous dark grey – brown silty clay 

overburden (1) with a maximum thickness of c.0.85m. was first stripped from 

the trench shown on Figure 3. This procedure revealed an immediately 

underlying deposit of natural Upper Greensand (2) which was itself dissected 

by five modern intrusions (cuts 8, 10, 12, 48, 53) and 17 features of medieval 

origin (cuts 3, 5, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 40, 42, 44, 46, 50). 

The excavation failed to uncover any evidence for the basal Lower Chalk 

recorded in the area by the British Geological Survey (see Section 2.0.).  

 

6.2. The medieval features exposed across the site are here defined as six definite 

pits, six shallow scoops of rather more uncertain function, three possible 

postholes, a single linear ditch / gulley and one cut too disturbed for 

typological  assessment / interpretation (Table 1). Full descriptions of Layer 

1 and modern contexts 8, 10, 12, 48, 53 have been placed with the Site 

Archive (see Section 15.0.).   

 

Table 1: Classification of medieval features based on an appraisal of cut size,   

shape and profile. 

CLASS OF 

FEATURE. 

CONTEXT 

NUMBER. 

MAXIMUM 

DIAMETER. 

MAXIMUM 

DEPTH. 

NOTES. 

 

PITS. 

 

    

 22 1.15m. 0.22m.  

 30 1.15m.+ 0.38m.  

 32 1.30m. 0.34m.  

 40 2.0m. 0.33m.  

 44 3.15m. 0.70m.  

 46 1.85m. 0.24m.  
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SHALLOW        

SCOOPS. 

    

 18 0.48m. 40mm. Ill-defined profile 

 20 0.36m. 80mm. Concave sides 

 26 0.60m. 0.10m. Concave sides 

 28 0.46m. 0.12m. Concave sides 

 34 0.60m.+ 90mm. Concave sides 

 36 0.25m. 45mm. Ill-defined profile 

 

POSSIBLE 

POSTHOLES. 

    

 3 0.38m. 0.20m. Steep sides 

 24 0.35m.+ 0.20m. Vertical sides 

 50 0.43m. 0.25m. Vertical sides 

 

DITCH/ 

GULLEY. 

    

 5 0.75m.  

(max. width) 

0.29m. Linear feature 

 

UNCERTAIN 

CHARACTER. 

    

 42 ? 0.10m. Most of cut  not 

discernible 

 

 

6.3. Post excavation analysis of the pottery recovered from the 17 features 

tabulated above has confirmed that the site was utilized between the 12th and 

mid 14th century (see Section 7.0. and Table 2). Furthermore, one can sub-

divide this period of perhaps more or less continuous activity into three 

distinct though clearly overlapping phases (Figure 4). 
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6.4. 12th century. 

 

6.4.1. Pit (Cut 40). 

 

6.4.1.1. Cut 40 comprised a sub-circular - shaped pit with a fairly rounded profile, 

maximum recorded diameter of 2.0m. and depth of 0.33m. Its single 

homogeneous fill of compact but friable, mid grey – brown silty clay, plus 

occasional flint inclusions (10mm. – 0.15m.) (Fill 41) yielded 12th century 

pottery, four small fragments of burnt clay, animal bone and marine shell. No 

discernible evidence for the precise physical relationship of interlinked cuts 

40, 42 and 44 was recorded in section. Nevertheless, readers should note that 

ceramic assemblages of 12th – early 13th century date were recovered from 

both of the latter features (fills 43, 45) (see sections 6.5.1.5. and 6.5.5.1.). 

Specialist reports on all of the artefacts and ecofacts recovered during the 

project are presented below. 

 

6.4.2. Shallow scoop (Cut 36). 

 

6.4.2.1. Cut 36 was sub-circular in shape, but possessed a poorly – defined profile. 

The one friable, mid grey – brown silty clay fill (Fill 37) of this 0.25m. 

diameter and just 45mm. deep scoop produced12th century pottery and a flat 

sided piece of burnt clay. The interpretation of all six shallow scoops 

recorded during the project is discussed in Section 14.4. 

 

6.5. 12th –  early / mid 13th century. 

 

6.5.1. Pits (cuts 22, 30, 32, 44, 46). 

 

6.5.1.1. A total of five pits dating to the 12th – early / mid 13th century were located 

across the full extent of the site. These features are described in numerical 

order. 
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6.5.1.2. Cut 22 represents an oval or even lozenge – shaped pit, with a maximum 

‘diameter’ of 1.15m. and depth of 0.22m. The cut was characterised by 

relatively steep sides, a flattish base and the presence of a single loose, mid 

grey – brown silty clay containing occasional flint inclusions (5mm. – 

70mm.) (Fill 23). The excavation garnered pottery dating to the mid 12th – 

mid 13th century, five burnt clay fragments, two iron nails, animal bone and 

marine shell. 

 

6.5.1.3. Cut 30 comprised a seemingly oval – shaped pit in possession of steeply - 

sloping sides, a flat base and two distinct fills (fills 31 and 52). The 

uppermost surviving horizon of this c.1.15m.+ ‘diameter’ and 0.38m. deep 

feature was a loose, dark grey silty clay encompassing occasional flint 

inclusions (5mm. – 60mm.) (Fill 31). Its removal revealed a primary deposit 

of loose, dark grey – brown silty clay and orange – brown silty clay flecks 

(not apparent in section) (Fill 52). Sherds of 12th – early / mid 13th century 

pottery, five pieces of burnt clay, at least one iron nail, part of a copper-alloy 

buckle, animal bone and marine shell were recovered from Cut 30 (exact 

provenance of finds shown on Context Register). The pit was also proven to 

have dissected a broadly contemporaneous linear Ditch / Gulley (Cut 5) (see 

Section 6.5.4.). 

 

6.5.1.4. Cut 32 is here interpreted as an oval – shaped pit with a somewhat irregular 

profile, maximum ‘diameter’ of 1.30m. and depth of 0.34m. The single fill of 

loose, mid grey – brown silty clay and occasional flint inclusions (5mm. – 

70mm.) (Fill 33) yielded 12th – early 13th century pottery, 14 burnt clay 

fragments, one piece of possible slag weighing 3.9g., animal bone and marine 

shell. Unfortunately, the excavation did not elucidate the precise physical 

relationship of Pit 32 and clearly interlinked and similarly dated Shallow 

Scoop 34 (see Section 6.5.2.5.).  

 

6.5.1.5. Cut 44 was an oval - shaped pit, again characterised by a distinctively 

irregular profile. Its one homogenous fill of compact but friable, mid grey – 

brown silty clay (Fill 45) proved visually indistinguishable from 12th century 
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deposit 41 (see Section 6.4.1.1.). The investigation of the c.3.15m. ‘diameter’ 

and 0.70m. deep feature gleaned 12th – early 13th century pottery, six small 

fragments of burnt clay, five iron nails, animal bone and marine shell. As 

already noted within Section 6.4.1.1., no discernible evidence for the precise 

physical relationship of interlinked cuts 40, 42 and 44 was recorded during 

the fieldwork. However, the results of the subsequent ceramic analysis do 

suggest that the broadly contemporaneous infilling of both features 42 and 44 

was completed at a slightly later date than that of Pit 40.  

 

6.5.1.6. Cut 46 had been dissected by modern intrusion 48. It consisted of a roughly 

sub-oval – shaped pit with a ‘diameter’ of c.1.85m., depth of 0.24m. and 

more or less concave profile. The single fill of compact but friable, mid grey 

– brown silty clay with 2% angular flint inclusions (10mm. – 50mm.) (Fill 

47) contained 12th – early 13th century pottery, three small pieces of possible 

iron slag weighing 29.7g., animal bone and marine shell. 

 

6.5.2. Shallow scoops (cuts 18, 26, 28, 34). 

 

6.5.2.1. Four shallow scoops dating from the 12th – early / mid 13th century were 

recorded across the north-westernmost corner of the site. 

 

6.5.2.2. Cut 18 comprised a 0.48m. ‘diameter’ and just 40mm. deep, oval - shaped 

feature, barely discernible in profile. The one fill of loose, mid grey – brown 

silty clay (Fill 19) held within this poorly – defined scoop yielded pottery of 

mid 12th – mid 13th century origin and marine shell. 

 

6.5.2.3. Cut 26 was an oval – shaped feature characterised by a rounded profile, 

‘diameter’ of 0.60m. and depth of 0.10m. Mid 12th – early / mid 13th century 

pottery and animal bone was recovered from its single friable, light grey – 

brown silty clay fill (Fill 27).  

 

6.5.2.4. Cut 28 is here described as a 0.46m. diameter, 0.12m. deep, sub-circular 

scoop with concave sides and base. The excavation of the loose, light grey – 
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brown silty clay fill (Fill 29) produced mid 12th – mid 13th century pottery, 

animal bone and marine shell. 

 

6.5.2.5. Cut 34 possessed a maximum surviving ‘diameter’ / length of c.0.60m. and 

depth of 90mm. Its one fill of friable, mid grey – brown silty clay (Fill 35) 

contained12th – early 13th century pottery and one piece of flat – sided burnt 

clay weighing 4.0g. Unfortunately, the precise physical relationship of 

irregularly shaped, relatively flat – based Scoop 34 and broadly 

contemporaneous interlinked Pit 32 remains a matter of conjecture (see 

Section 6.5.1.4.). 

 

6.5.3. Possible postholes (cuts 3, 24, 50). 

 

6.5.3.1. The north-westernmost ‘quarter’ of the site was also found to encompass 

three possible postholes dating from the 12th – early / mid 13th century. 

 

6.5.3.2.  Cut 3 comprised an oval-shaped feature with a ‘diameter’ of 0.38m. and 

depth of 0.20m. The single friable, light grey-brown silty clay fill (Fill 4) of 

this relatively steep – sided conceivable posthole yielded mid 12th – mid 13th 

century pottery, four fragments of burnt clay weighing 8.1g. and marine 

shell. 

 

6.5.3.3. Cut 24 is best interpreted as the remains of a c.0.35m.+ diameter and 0.20m. 

deep, circular or sub-circular posthole, characterised by apparently vertical 

sides and a flat base (no measured section drawing undertaken). Mid 12th – 

early 13th century pottery, animal bone and marine shell was gleaned from its 

only surviving fill of compact, dark grey – brown silty clay, 10% flint 

inclusions (10mm. – 30mm.) and 1% charcoal flecks (Fill 25). The 

investigation did not elucidate the precise physical relationship between 

feature 24 and interlinked early / mid 12th – 13th century Ditch / Gulley 5 (see 

Section 6.5.4.).  
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6.5.3.4. Cut 50 was a sub-circular - shaped feature with a diameter of 0.43m., depth 

of 0.25m., vertical sides and an irregular base. The single friable, mid grey – 

brown silty clay fill (Fill 51) of this third feasible posthole contained one 

50mm. – long chalk inclusion, 12th – early 13th century pottery, animal bone 

and marine shell.  

 

6.5.3.5. It is unfortunate that the excavation failed to establish if the three possible 

postholes described above once formed part of the same (though still 

obscure) structure or fence line. Even so, the analogous size, broad 

contemporaneity and near alignment of these particular cuts is meritorious of 

note.   

 

6.5.4. Ditch / Gulley (Cut 5). 

 

6.5.4.1. A single linear feature with a maximum documented width of c.0.75m. and 

depth of 0.29m. (Cut 5) was found to run across the site in an approximate 

north – south direction. This ditch / gulley possessed a rounded section 

profile and contained two distinct deposits (fills 6, 7). The uppermost 

surviving horizon of compact but friable, mid grey – brown silty clay and 

rare flint inclusions (10mm. – 50mm.) (Fill 6) yielded 13th century pottery, 

four fragments of burnt clay weighing 35.6g. (including one piece boasting a 

wattle rod impression) at least three iron nails, animal bone, and marine shell. 

The primary fill of compact but friable, light grey – brown silty clay and 1% 

flint inclusions (10mm. - 80mm.) (Fill 7) produced early / mid 12th – early 

13th century pottery, two burnt clay fragments (5.7g.) animal bone and 

marine shell. 

 

6.5.4.2. Cut 5 clearly represents a continuation of the ditch / gulley first exposed 

during groundworks associated with the original 1989 construction of 

Steyning Museum (Reynolds 1992) (see Section 3.8. and Figure 6). The 

feature is here interpreted as a tenement or property boundary of slightly later 

date (early / mid 12th – 13th century) than that proposed within the 1992 

publication report (late 11th – early 12th century) (ibid.). Nevertheless, the 
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aforementioned dissection of Cut 5 by 12th – early / mid 13th century Pit 30 

(see Section 6.5.1.3.) does support Reynolds’ contention that this 

demarcation was only utilized / respected for a relatively short period of time. 

The precise physical relationship of interlinked Ditch / Gulley 5 and Context 

24 was not ascertained through excavation (see Section 6.5.3.3.). 

 

6.5.5. Feature of uncertain character (Cut 42). 

 

6.5.5.1. Cut 42 (section profile unrecorded) was simply too disturbed for objective 

interpretation. Furthermore, its single surviving fill of compact but friable, 

mid grey – brown silty clay (Fill 43) proved to be indistinguishable from 

those of interlinked 12th century Pit 40 (Fill 41) and broadly 

contemporaneous Pit 44 (Fill 45) (see sections 6.4.1.1. and 6.5.1.5.). The 

investigation of what remained of this feature did however, garner 12th – 

early 13th century pottery, one piece of ferruginous sandstone weighing 

0.20kg., animal bone and marine shell.  

 

6.6. Mid 13th – mid 14th century. 

 

6.6.1. Shallow scoop (Cut 20). 

 

6.6.1.1. Only one feature of mid 13th – mid 14th century origin was revealed during 

the fieldwork. Cut 20 comprised a shallow scoop with a rounded profile, 

diameter of 0.36m. and depth of just 80mm. The loose, dark grey silty clay 

fill contained occasional flint inclusions (c.5mm.) and pottery. 
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7.0. POTTERY by Luke Barber. 

  

 

7.1. Introduction. 

 

7.1.1. The excavation produced 714 sherds of pottery weighing 4.122kg. from 24 

individual contexts. With the exception of six residual Romano-British 

sherds and one intrusive post-medieval sherd, the assemblage is all of the 

medieval period. Although the medieval assemblage spans the 10th / 11th to 

14th centuries, the majority is of 12th to early 13th century date (Table 2). 

 

7.1.2. The condition of the assemblage is poor. Most sherds are small (average 

sherd size for the whole collection is only 5.8g.) and show signs of abrasion 

suggestive of reworking. More than a few contexts demonstrate a moderate 

degree of residuality, while in others there are definite intrusive pieces. Very 

few feature sherds are present and context groups tend to be small: the largest 

is from Context 45 which contained 167 sherds weighing a mere 988g.  

(including residual Roman and intrusive 17th century material). 

 

7.1.3. A number of other excavations undertaken within the town and its environs 

(eg. Gardiner 1990 and 1993; Gardiner and Greatorex 1997) have yielded far 

better assemblages of pottery. Indeed, the current collection does not contain 

the secure context and diagnostic sherds needed to advance this study beyond 

the current report. However, the opportunity has been provided to integrate a 

number of new fabrics into the West Sussex Medieval Fabric Reference 

Collection. The main aims of the pottery analysis were therefore to 

characterize the assemblage and date the excavated deposits. 

 

7.1.4. All the studied pottery was divided into fabric groups based on visual 

examination, using a hand-lens where necessary, of tempering, inclusions 

and manufacturing technique. Context groups were then spot-dated and the 

assemblages from each context fully quantified by fabric for the archive. No 

sherd groups suitable for illustration are present. 
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7.2. The fabric groups. 

 

7.2.1. Despite the small size of the collection, the fabrics are fully listed below as 

this is the first assemblage from the town to be incorporated into the West 

Sussex Medieval Fabric Reference Collection. The earlier fabric series 

established for the Adur Valley (Gardiner 1990 and 1997) will be 

incorporated into the new county – wide series, though the lack of, or small 

size of, Adur Valley sample sherds will make complete integration 

impossible. Isolating fabric groups in the current assemblage was sometimes 

difficult due to the mixed nature of the tempering agents, presumably as a 

result of alluvial deposits of flint / chalk / shell and sand being used. All 

fabrics are probably local unless otherwise stated. Codes in brackets refer to 

the West Sussex Fabric Collection (always prefixed WS). Quantities of each 

fabric are also given for the assemblage as a whole (no. / weight in grams). 

 
Fabric 1:  Moderate flint (black, grey, white) and rare chalk to 1.5mm. (WS: F+c/AS1). Low fired. 

Oxidised/reduced throughout. Cooking pots only. 10th – 11th  century (19/79g). 
 
Fabric 2: Moderate shell with rare rounded quartz to 1.5mm. (WS: S/M2). Low/medium fired. 

Reduced. Cooking pots only. 11th – 12th century (7/35g). 
 
Fabric 3: Moderate flint (white, grey, brown) and rare chalk to 1mm. (WS: F+c/M3). Low/medium 

fired. Mainly oxidized but with some reduction. Cooking pots only, some with pie-crusted 
flaring rims and stamped decoration. 11th – 12th century (73/383g). 

 
Fabric 4: Sparse fine sand with sparse/common rounded quartz inclusions to 1mm. and rare shell 

to 0.5mm. (WS: Q+s/M3). Low fired. Reduced. Cooking pots only. Early/mid 11th – 12th 
century (2/5g). 

 
Fabric 5: Moderate chalk to 1.5mm. with rare flint and shell inclusions to 1mm. (WS: C/M3). 

Low/medium fired. Usually oxidised. Cooking pots only. This is the old Adur Valley 
Fabric DA (Gardiner 1990). Late 10th – 12th century (35/180g). 

 
Fabric 6:  Moderate/abundant flint (white, grey, black, red, brown) to 1mm. with rare shell 

inclusions to 0.5mm. (WS: F/M2). Medium fired. Usually oxidised. Cooking pots with 
flaring rims (some pie-crusted) and stamped decoration mainly, but some crude unglazed 
jugs too. 12th to early 13th century. Probably develops into Fabric 9 (163/850g). 

 
Fabric 7: Moderate/abundant flint (white, grey, black, red, brown) to 3mm. (most to 1mm.) with 

sparse sand and rare shell inclusions to 0.5mm. (WS: F/M6). Medium fired. Usually 
oxidised. Cooking pots only. 12th to early 13th century. A variation of Fabric 6 (14/73g). 

 
Fabric 8:  Sparse/moderate chalk to 1mm. with rare/sparse flint (white, grey, black, red, brown) to 

0.5mm. with very rare shell inclusions to 0.5mm. (WS: C+f/M4). Medium fired. Usually 
oxidised. Cooking pots with flaring, sometimes slightly developed, club rims. Occasional 
scratched line decoration. 12th to early 13th century (215/1,301g). 
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Fabric 9: Moderate/abundant medium sand with sparse shell and flint inclusions to 1mm. (WS: 
Q+s/M1). Medium fired. Usually oxidised. Cooking pots mainly but occasional unglazed 
jugs too. Mid/late 12th to early/mid 13th century (130/738g). 

 
Fabric 10: Moderate fine/medium sand with sparse chalk inclusions to 0.5mm. (WS: Q+c/M3). 

Medium fired. Usually oxidised. Cooking pots only. Mid/late 12th to early 13th century 
(14/65g). 

 
Fabric 11: Moderate medium sand with sparse larger rounded quartz inclusions to 1.5mm. (WS: 

Q/M1a). Medium fired. Usually oxidised. Cooking pots only. Probably from the Steyning 
kilns (Gardiner 1997). Late 12th – 13th century (6/109g). 

 
Fabric 12: Moderate fine/medium sand, occasionally with quartz/.flint inclusions to 1mm. (WS: 

Q/M16). Medium fired. Usually oxidised. Cooking pots and sparse glazed jugs noted. 13th 
to early 14th century (18/192g). 

 
Fabric 13: Moderate fine/medium sand. (WS: Q(f)/M25). Medium/hard fired. Usually oxidised. Jugs 

with white painted decoration and sparse clear glaze noted. Also found at Shoreham 
(Barber forthcoming). Late 13th – 14th century (1/14g). 

 
Fabric 14:  Moderate fine/medium sand. (WS: Q/M19). Medium fired. Usually reduced light grey. 

Jugs with thick green glaze over incised line decoration. Also found at Shoreham (Barber 
forthcoming). Late 13th – 14th century (1/5g). 

 
Fabric 15: Sparse fine sand. (WS: Q(f)/M1a). Medium fired. Usually oxidised. Cooking pots noted 

only. Mid 13th – 14th century (1/19g). 
 
Fabric 16:  Moderate fine sand. (WS: Q(f)/M2). Medium fired. Usually oxidised. Jugs with good 

green glaze. West Sussex Ware (Barton 1979). Mid/late 13th – 14th century (7/22g). 
 
Fabric 17: French whiteware (UWW/M2). Sparse fine sand. Jugs with light green glaze. Mid 13 – 

14th century (1/9g.). 
 
 
 
7.3.  The assemblage.  

 

7.3.1. The Late Saxon / Saxo-Norman assemblage is by far the largest from the site 

(672 sherds weighing 3.709kg.). The earliest material consists of a few 

residual sherds of coarse flint and shell tempered cooking pots of probable 

late 10th to early 11th century date. No feature sherds are present and all this 

material is residual in later Saxo-Norman contexts. However, these sherds do 

at least indicate some Late Saxon activity in the vicinity. 

 

7.3.2. The majority of the assemblage can be placed between the later 11th and 

early 13th century, though most is probably of 12th century date. Cooking 

pots with sharply everted flaring rims dominate and a number show ‘pie-

crust’ decoration on the rim and occasionally stamped or incised decoration 

on the shoulder. These vessels appear in a range of generally oxidized 
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fabrics utilizing chalk (earlier in the period) and more commonly, alluvial 

grits containing flint, chalk / shell and sand. The alluvial grit tempering 

appears to become finer and sparser towards the later 12th to early 13th 

century. At this point in time it is likely that the first true sand – tempered 

wares, such as those produced in Steyning itself (Gardiner 1997) began to 

replace the earlier tempering agents. By the middle of the 13th century it is 

probable that the last of the alluvial gritted wares were supplanted by ‘High 

Medieval’ sand – tempered wares. However, sand – tempered wares with 

occasional flint / chalk / shell inclusions appear to have been made at some 

production sites in the area into the 14th century (Barber forthcoming). These 

are usually distinguished by the sparse nature of the inclusions and harder 

fired nature of the matrix. 

 

7.3.3. The assemblage contains only 35 sherds (370g.) which can be confidently 

placed in an early / mid 13th to mid 14th century date bracket, though none 

need post-date the 13th century. Of these, 17% by weight come from the 

topsoil and a good deal more have intruded into Late Saxo-Norman deposits. 

This small assemblage is dominated by sand – tempered wares (probably 

made in the town) coinciding with the appearance of glazed jugs from a 

number of local / regional sources. Only one imported sherd was recovered: 

a French jug from Context 6/31, but this may be a result of the relatively 

small assemblage size. The low quantity of ‘High Medieval’ pottery strongly 

suggests that little refuse disposal was occurring from the early / mid 13th to 

mid 14th centuries. Although a number of the pits do contain material of this 

date, it is usually found in very small quantities and often in association with 

larger numbers of Late Saxo-Norman sherds. The only sherd post-dating the 

mid 14th century consists of a single 17th century earthenware fragment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steyning Museum 
C. G. Archaeology 
 
 

 27

Table 2: Feature spot dates.*  

CUT NO. FILL NO. DATE OF 

FILL. 

(all circa.) 

NOTES. 

 

3 4 Mid 12th –  

mid 13th C. 

Residual 11th / 12th C. sherds. 

5 6 13th C. 

 

Some residual 12th C. sherds. 

5/24 6/25 13th C. High residual 10th – 12th C. 

sherds. 

5/30 6/31 Mid 12th –  

early 13th C. 

Low residual early 12th C. sherds 

and ?intrusive later 13th C. wares 

5 7 Early/mid 12th 

– early 13th C. 

?intrusive later 13th C. sherds. 

10 11 Modern One residual 12th C. sherd. 

 

18 19 Mid 12th –  

mid 13th C. 

 

20 21 Mid 13th –  

mid 14th C. 

Low residual 12th C. sherds. 

22 23 Mid 12th –  

mid 13th C. 

 

24 25 Mid 12th –  

early 13th C. 

 

26 27 Mid 12th –  

early/mid  

13th C. 

 

28 29 Mid 12th –  

mid 13th C. 

 

30 31 Mid 12th –  

early/mid 

Low residual 10th – early 12th C. 

sherds. 
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13th C. 

32 33 12th –  

early 13th C. 

Low residual 11th C. sherds. 

34 35 12th –  

early 13th C. 

One residual 10th – 11th C. sherd. 

36 37 12th C.  

 

40 41 12th C. Two intrusive 13th C. sherds. 

 

42 43 12th –  

early 13th C. 

 

44 45 12th –  

early 13th C. 

One intrusive 17th C. sherd. 

46 47 12th –  

early 13th C. 

 

48 49 modern Residual 12th – 13th C. sherd. 

 

50 51 12th –  

early 13th C. 

 

30 52 12th –  

early 13th C. 

Low residual 11th / early 12th C. 

sherds. 

 

* Pottery recovered from Layer 1 not included. 
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8.0. BURNT CLAY by Christopher Greatorex. 

 

 

8.1. Forty six pieces of hard burnt clay with a total weight of 154.3g. were 

recovered from the excavation (Table 3). All of the examined fragments can 

be described as light orange – beige in colour, although a few examples did 

also boast light – grey or mid orange – red ‘patches’. 

 

8.2. Most of the collection consisted of small, irregularly – shaped and 

undiagnostic fragments yielding little useful information. Nevertheless, a 

single 12.8g. piece gleaned from the uppermost surviving horizon of ditch 5 

(Fill 6)  was characterised by the extant impression of a wattle rod (c.12mm. 

estimated diameter). A further three fragments retrieved from pit 30 (Fill 31) 

and shallow scoops 34 (Fill 35) and 36 (Fill 37) each possessed one smooth, 

virtually flat surface.  

 

Table 3: The burnt clay assemblage. 

CONTEXT 

NUMBER. 

NUMBER OF 

FRAGMENTS. 

WEIGHT OF 

FRAGMENTS.  

NOTES. 

 

4 4 8.1g. 

 

 

6 4 35.6g. One piece with 

wattle impression. 

7 2 5.7g. 

 

 

23 5 7.2g. 

 

 

31 5 15.2g. One piece with a 

flat surface. 

33 14 21.7g. 
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35 1 4.0g. One piece with a 

flat surface. 

37 1 9.0g. One piece with a 

flat surface. 

41 4 9.8g. 

 

 

45 6 38.0g. 

 

 

 

TOTAL 46 154.3g.  

 

  

8.3. It is of course true that no concrete evidence for any in-situ buildings was 

recorded across the development site. However, the four pieces of burnt clay 

highlighted in Section 8.2. are perhaps best (though still somewhat 

cautiously) interpreted as fragments of structural daub. 
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9.0. METALWORK by Luke Barber. 

 

 

9.1. Fifteen pieces of metalwork were discovered during the excavation. The 

medieval assemblage retrieved from 12th – 13th century cuts 5 (Fill 6) 5/24 

(Fill 6/25) 5/30 (Fill 6/31) 22 (Fill 23) 30 (Fill 31) and 44 (Fill 45) consists 

almost entirely of heavily corroded iron nail fragments. Most of these nails 

are of a general purpose variety, although two headless examples were 

garnered from Fill 6 and a total of three dome–headed horse–shoe nails were 

recovered from fills 31 and 45. The one outstanding artefact of medieval 

origin comprises part of a copper alloy buckle with heavy iron corrosion 

products almost certainly derived from a buckle pin (Fill 31). An iron grip 

thought to have once formed part of a set of post-medieval tongs was also 

identified within the assemblage (Unstratified).   

 

9.2. Of additional note are four small pieces of possible iron slag gleaned from 

cuts 32 (Fill 33) and 46 (Fill 47). Full details of the metalwork assemblage 

and slag are held within the Site Archive (see Section 15.0.). 
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10.0. WORKED BONE by Luke Barber. 

 

 

10.1. A single piece of unstratified worked bone (13.9g.) was recovered from the 

excavation of a soakaway located behind the museum (dug after site vacated 

by C. G. Archaeology). The item consists of a gently curving solid bone 

handle with oval cross-section (13mm. x 9mm.). It is broken at the point 

where the handle tapers for the neck. On the upper and lower surfaces there 

are two longitudinal incised lines either side of the central axis, bordered by 

short oblique incised lines. Although no exact parallel has been found for this 

handle, it does appear to be similar to those from bone toothbrushes of the 

late 18th – 19th century (Butler 2003). C. G. Archaeology would like to thank 

Jeremy Kitson for handing the artefact in to Steyning Museum.  
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11.0. FAUNAL REMAINS by Patricia Stevens. 

 

 

11.1. Six hundred and four bones from 16 different contexts were presented for 

examination (Table 4). 

 

Table 4: The faunal remains assemblage.  

CONTEXT NUMBER. NUMBER OF BONES. 

 

1 3 

6 66 

7 29 

23 54 

25 47 

27 1 

29 1 

31 142 

33 31 

41 35 

43 13 

45 106 

47 53 

49 1 

51 8 

52 14 

TOTAL 604 

 

 

11.2. Nine species were identified with confidence, namely Equus sp. (horse) Bos 

sp. (cattle) Ovicaprid (sheep / goat) Sus sp. (pig) Canis sp. (dog) Felis sp. 

(cat) Gallus sp. (domestic fowl) salmon / trout sp. and probable cod. 
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Additional fragments were classified as either large, small or unidentifiable 

bird (Table 5). 

 

Table 5: Species identification. 

SPECIES. NUMBER OF BONES. APPROXIMATE % OF 

ASSEMBLAGE. 

 

Horse 3 <0.5. 

Cattle 37 6.0. 

Sheep / goat 82 13.5. 

Pig 23 4.0. 

Dog 3 <0.5. 

Cat 2 <0.5. 

Domestic fowl 6 1.0. 

Salmon / trout 2 <0.5. 

Cod 2 <0.5. 

Large fragment 129 21.0. 

Small fragment 307 51.0. 

Unidentifiable bird 8 1.0. 

TOTAL 604  

 

 

11.3. The bones were examined for gnawing, erosion, butchery, age and any 

pathological evidence. Gnawing by dogs is fairly common, although mainly 

on fragments recovered from contexts 6, 7, 25, 45 and 52. A number of 

examples show some erosion, which together with the gnawing, is perhaps an 

indication that the remains had been discarded on the surface of the ground 

prior to burial. Butchery evidence is very slight, with only five pieces 

displaying the telltale signs of chopping. A sheep horn core also has cut 

marks around the base, suggesting that it was still in place when the skin of 

the animal was removed. There is no obvious evidence for pathology on any 

of the fragments. Nevertheless, a genetic trait which seems to be a fairly 

common occurrence in cattle was observed on a lower third molar retrieved 
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from Context 47. This particular tooth does not possess the usual third cusp 

and shows abnormal wear on its end caused by the corresponding and 

overgrown upper molar. 

 

11.4. In general, it would seem that the major species present were fully adult, 

though probably not more than five years old. Unfortunately, precise 

estimates of age or size could not be made for the assemblage. The fish bones 

clearly represent both local river and sea fishing, but again numbers are too 

small to provide any detailed information. 
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12.0. MARINE SHELL by David Dunkin. 

 

 

12.1. Marine shell from 17 medieval contexts was presented for identification 

(Table 6). The 1.902kg. assemblage comprises five species: Ostrea edulis 

(Common Oyster) Mytilus edulis (Common Mussel) Cerastoderma edule 

(Common Cockle) Venerupis decussata (Carpet Shell) and Littorina littorae 

(Periwinkle). Oyster remains were present in all shell bearing contexts and 

account for c.97% of the collection’s total weight. 

 

Table 6: Identification and quantification of marine shell. 

CONTEXT 

NUMBER. 

SPECIES. QUANTITY / 

AGE. 

ENCRUSTATION.*

 

4 Ostrea edulis 1x frag. 
 

 

6 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
Venerupis decussata 

2x left umbones 
(Lower) (c.3 years); 7x 
frags. 
 
1x frag. 

Evidence of polychaete 
worm infestation on one 
umbone and two frags. 
Distortion in umbone. 

6/25 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
Venerupis decussata 
 
Littorina littorae 

1x left valve (c.8 
years); 7x frags. 
 
4x frags. 
 
1x adult; 1x frag. 

Distortion noted. 

6/31 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
Littorina littorae 

1x right valve (Upper) 
(c.7-8 years); 10x 
frags. 
 
1x frag. 

Polychaete worm 
infestation in 1x frag. 

7 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
Venerupis decussata 
 
Littorina littorae 

1x umbone (c.4 years); 
5x frags. 
 
1x frag. 
 
2x frags. 

 

19 Ostrea edulis 1x right valve (c.8 
years). 

Polychaete worm 
infestation noted. 

23 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
Mytilus edulis 
 
Littorina littorae 

1x right valve (c.6-8 
years); 3x umbones 
(c.3-5 years); 4x frags. 
 
1x frag. 
 
1x frag. 
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25 Ostrea edulis 1x frag. 
 

 

29 Ostrea edulis 1x frag. 
 

 

31 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
 
Cerastoderma edule 
 
 
Venerupis decussata 
 
Littorina littorae 

3x left valves (c.3-7 
years); 1x right valve 
(c.3-4 years); 7x left 
umbones; 12x frags. 
 
1x juvenile; 2x adult; 
1x frag.  
 
1x juvenile; 3x frags. 
 
5x adults. 

Polychaete worm 
infestation in 2x  
umbones and some frags. 
Distortion noted. 

33 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
 
 
Mytilus edulis 

5x left valves (c.6-10 
years); 3x right valves 
(c.5 years); 1x left 
umbone (c.3-5 years); 
9x frags. 
 
4x frags. 

Polychaete worm 

infestation and distortion 

noted in valves and 

umbone. 

41 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
 
 
Mytilus edulis 
 
Venerupis decussata 

3x right valves (c.6-9 
years); 2x left 
umbones (c.4-6 years); 
1x right umbone (c.3-4 
years); 5x frags. 
 
5x frags. 
 
2x frags. 

Polychaete worm 

infestation in 1x frag. 

Some distortion noted in 

1x left umbone. 

43 Ostrea edulis 
 
Littorina littorae 

4x frags. 
 
1x frag. 

 

45 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
 
Mytilus edulis 
 
Cerastoderma edule 
 
Venerupis decussata 
 
Littorina littorae 

6x left valves (c.4-10 
years); 9x right valves 
(c.3-10 years); 5x 
umbones; 49x frags. 
 
7x frags. 
 
1x frag. 
 
4x frags. 
 
8x adults 

Polychaete worm 

infestation in 4x left 

valves and younger right 

valves. Distortion noted 

in some left valves and 

umbones.  

47 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
 
 
Littorina littorae 

2x right valves (c.3-5 
years); 1x right 
umbone (c.8 years); 7x 
fragments. 
 
1x frag. 

Burrowing sponge noted 
in right umbone. 

51 Ostrea edulis 
 
 
Littorina littorae 

2x left valves (c.2-4 
years). 
 
1x adult. 

Valves display evidence 
of polychaete worm 
infestation and distortion. 

52 Ostrea edulis 
 
 

2x left valves (c.9+ 
years); 1x right valve 
(c.3 years); 2x 

Polychaete worm 
infestation in 1x left 
valve. 1x umbone very 
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Venerupis decussata 

umbones; 1x frag. 
 
1x umbone (juvenile). 

distorted. 

 

*Applies to Ostrea edulis only 

 

12.2. Only a small number of marine molluscs were recovered from each of the 17 

contexts tabulated above. Pit 44 (Fill 45) contained both the greatest quantity 

of shells (including 15 complete oyster valves) and the largest number of 

represented species. 

 

12.3. Given the limited size of the assemblage it is of note that nine of the fills 

under discussion yielded oyster shells displaying signs of polychaete worm 

infestation (eg. Polydora ciliata / P. Hoplura). Evidence of distortion and at 

least one example of burrowing sponge infestation (Cliona celata) was also 

recorded. Such a high level of ‘invasive’ activity suggests the oyster has been 

harvested from unhealthy wild colonies. This is of particular interest when 

one considers that nearby Shoreham and the Adur Estuary was an important 

area for oyster production during the 13th – 19th centuries, with large oyster 

stations developing by the later Post-medieval period. Many of the recently 

examined larger early medieval oyster assemblages from the Shoreham 

region show relatively low levels of infestation and distortion, adding 

credence to the theory that the Steyning oysters were collected from an 

inferior secondary food resource. Still, the majority of complete oyster shells 

considered here are indeed of an edible size (most falling within a 4 – 10 year 

age range).  

 

12.4. The small number of mussel, cockle, carpet shell and periwinkle shells 

present within the assemblage must represent an insignificant food resource.  
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13.0. ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLES by Christopher Greatorex. 

 

 

13.1. Bulk soil samples were collected from six dated deposits for post-excavation 

palaeoenvironmental assessment (fills 6, 7, 23, 31, 41, 45) (Table 7). 

 

Table 7: Environmental samples.  

SAMPLE NUMBER. CONTEXT NUMBER. SAMPLE SIZE. 

 

1 6 20 litres 

2 7 20 litres 

3 23 20 litres 

4 31 30 litres 

5 41 20 litres 

6 45 40 litres 

 

 

13.2. Half of each sample was then subject to bucket flotation in order that the 

capacity of the material to provide useful information concerning the 

environmental setting and / or economic organisation of the site could be 

evaluated. The flot from each sub-sample was caught on a 300 micron sieve, 

with the residue being retained on a 500 micron mesh.  

 

13.3. After drying, the flots were examined and the presence / absence of any plant 

remains, fish and small mammal bones recorded using a five point 

quantification scale (Table 8). The dry residues were also scanned for items 

of archaeological / palaeoenvironmental significance. 
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Table 8: Summary of palaeoenvironmental material recovered from flots. 

SAMPLE 

NUMBER. 

CONTEXT 

NUMBER. 

CHARCOAL. SEEDS. FAUNAL 

REMAINS. 

MODERN 

ROOTLETS.

 

1 6 + 

(8mm. max) 

+ + +++ 

2 7 + 

(7mm. max) 

+ - +++ 

3 23 + 

(11mm. max) 

+ - ++++ 

4 31 + 

(15mm. max) 

+ ++ ++++ 

5 41 + 

(11mm. max) 

++ + +++ 

6 45 + 

(9mm. max) 

+ + +++ 

  

Key:   - none;   + very low;   ++ low;   +++ moderate;   ++++ high  (frequency) 

 

13.4. The six sub-samples subject to assessment yielded only very small amounts 

of charcoal, cereal seed and fish bone. The botanical remains were in a poor 

state of preservation and perhaps even more importantly, had been 

contaminated by large numbers of modern rootlets. The examined residues 

did not contain any items of palaeoenvironmental interest. 

 

13.5. Clearly the potential of the extracted samples to illuminate our understanding 

of the 12th - early / mid 13th century local habitat, employed agricultural 

practices and diet is extremely limited. Accordingly, no further specialist 

analysis of the material was undertaken as part of this particular project. 

 

13.6. Nevertheless, the dried flots and extant bags of unsieved soil do form an 

integral part of the Site Archive (see Section 15.0.).  
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14.0. CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

 

 

14.1. Seventeen medieval features were recorded during the excavation undertaken 

at Steyning Museum, Church Street, Steyning (cuts 3, 5, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 

28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 40, 42, 44, 46, 50).  

 

14.2. Perhaps the most striking of these discoveries was the single ditch / gulley 

(Cut 5) aligned across the site in an approximate north – south direction. Cut 

5 clearly formed part of an early / mid 12th – 13th century tenement boundary, 

the north – west corner of which had first been identified over 16 years ago 

(Reynolds 1992) (see sections 3.8. and 6.5.4.2.). Nevertheless, the dissection 

of this linear feature by at least one broadly contemporaneous pit (Cut 30) 

suggests that the demarcation was only utilized / respected for a short period 

of time.   

 

14.3. The one 12th century (Cut 40) and five 12th – early / mid 13th century pits 

(cuts 22, 30, 32, 44, 46) exposed as a result of the fieldwork contained a 

range of artefacts / ecofacts (pottery, burnt clay, metalwork, animal bone and 

marine shell) indicative of general waste derived from a relatively humble 

family group or smallholding exploiting mainly local resources. No deposits 

of palaeoenvironmental significance were identified. Even more 

unfortunately, the objective functional interpretation of a further six 

extremely shallow scoops of 12th century (Cut 36) 12th – early / mid 13th 

century (cuts 18, 26, 28, 34) and mid 13th - mid 14th century date (Cut 20) is 

fraught with difficulty. 

 

14.4. The limited depth of all 17 investigated medieval cuts and the fairly sharp 

context boundary found between the removed overburden (1) and underlying 

natural Upper Greensand (2) may indicate that a degree of truncation has 

occurred across the area of investigation. Indeed, the shallow scoops under 

particular discussion here are noticeably clustered towards the north – 

western corner of the trench and a patch of modern disturbance surely linked 
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to the 1989 construction of Steyning Museum and perhaps even Reynolds’ 

accompanying rescue excavation (ibid.). Yet even if one takes such a 

postulated reduction in site formation / stratigraphy into account, cuts 18, 20, 

26, 28, 34 and 36 were still not of a size usually associated with pits once 

employed for medieval rubbish disposal. Furthermore, none of the six scoops 

possessed the vertical or steeply – sloping sides typical of postholes, or 

yielded any evidence for post stains / packing. It can therefore be seen that 

the precise nature of these rather ephemeral features must remain a matter of 

conjecture.  

 

14.5. Medieval rubbish pits are of course characteristically found in close 

proximity to contemporaneous properties. Sadly, only three cuts interpreted 

as genuine structural features were revealed during the project (cuts 3, 24, 

50). The similar date (12th – early / mid 13th century) size and near alignment 

of contexts 3, 24 and 50 has been recognised. However, the excavation did 

not establish if these possible postholes once comprised components of the 

same (obscure) building or fence line. Conclusive in-situ evidence for the 

dwelling that was presumably once set within the identified tenement 

enclosure (Cut 5) thus still awaits discovery.   

 

14.6. Although the fieldwork under consideration did garner six Romano-British 

sherds and a few examples of residual late 10th – early 11th century pottery, 

all but one of the recorded medieval cuts have been assigned to the 12th or 

12th – early / mid 13th century. The single outstanding feature was the 

aforementioned scoop of mid 13th – mid 14th century origin (Cut 20). 

 

14.7. As outlined within Section 3.0. of this very report, it is an established fact 

that the Saxo-Norman settlement of Steyning essentially lay around the south 

and west sides of St. Andrew’s Church, with 10th century buildings being 

“superseded in the 11th century by a greater number of structures evidently of 

lower status” (Gardiner and Greatorex 1997, 170). During the late 12th or 

early 13th century, the town centre seemingly moved to a new location on the 

current High Street. Nevertheless, the archaeological excavations of 1962, 
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1995 and 2005 (see sections 3.7. and 3.9.) demonstrate that the land now 

encompassing the present day museum and library was still at this time a 

focus of intrusive (though relatively humble) settlement activity. 

 

14.8. During the mid 13th – mid 14th century the footprint of the new museum 

extension was clearly no longer the scene of significant occupation or even 

general rubbish disposal. Indeed, it would appear that from at least the mid 

14th century onwards, the site reverted to open land and remained so until the 

modern era. 

 

14.9. The investigative methodology employed by C. G. Archaeology is believed 

to have satisfied the project objectives set out in Section 4.0. Indeed, the 

archaeological fieldwork undertaken at Steyning Museum has certainly 

contributed to our detailed understanding of the town’s early development 

and confirmed the high archaeological potential of the area. 
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15.0. ARCHIVE. 

 

 

15.1. The full paper, photographic and digital records arising from this project will 

be collated in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the preparation of excavation 

archives for long-term storage’ (UKICI 1990) and deposited with the 

retained artefact assemblage and remaining soil samples at Steyning 

Museum. 
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CONTEXT REGISTER. 

 

 
CONTEXT 
NUMBER. 

SUMMARY CONTEXT 
DESCRIPTION. 

ASSOCIATED 
ARTEFACTS / 
ECOFACTS. 

 

DATE OF 
CUT. 

 
1 Layer of overburden / 

topsoil 
 
 

Pottery 
Iron tong grip 
Animal bone 
 

 

2 Natural Upper Greensand 
Cut by all recorded features 
 

 
 
 
 

 

3 Cut of possible posthole 
Filled by 4 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mid 12th –  
mid 13th C. 

4 Only fill of 3 
 

Pottery 
Burnt clay 
Marine shell 
 

 

5 Cut of linear ditch 
Filled by 6, 7 
Cut by 8, 30 and 53 
Relationship with 24 
unclear 

 
 
 
 

Early/mid 
12th –  
13th C. 

6 Uppermost fill of 5 
Above 7 
 

Pottery 
Burnt clay 
Iron nails 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

7 Primary fill of 5 
Below 6 
 
 

Pottery 
Burnt clay 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

8 Cut of modern pit 
Filled by 9 
Cuts 5 
Not excavated 

 
 

Modern 

9 Fill of 8 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

10 Cut of modern pit 
Filled by 11 

 Modern 
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11 Only fill of 10 
 

Pottery 
 
 
 

 

12 Cut of modern pit 
Filled by 13 
 
 

 Modern 

13 Only fill of 12  
 
 
 

 

14 / 15 / 16 / 17 Natural / geological 
contexts 
 
 

 
 

 

18 Cut of shallow scoop 
Filled by 19 
 
 

 
 
 

Mid 12th –  
mid 13th C. 

19 Only fill of 18 
 
 

Pottery 
Marine shell 
 
 

 

20 Cut of shallow scoop 
Filled by 21 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mid 13th –  
mid 14th C. 

21 Only fill of 20 
 

Pottery 
 
 
 

 

22 Cut of pit 
Filled by 23 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mid 12th – 
mid 13th C. 

23 Only fill of 22 
 

Pottery 
Burnt clay 
Iron nails 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

24 Cut of possible posthole 
Filled by 25 
Relationship with 5 unclear 
 

 
 

Mid 12th – 
early 13th C. 

25 Only fill of 24 
 

Pottery 
Iron nail? (6/25) 

 



Steyning Museum 
C. G. Archaeology 
 
 

 51

Animal bone 
Marine shell 

26 Cut of shallow scoop 
Filled by 27 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mid 12th – 
early/mid 
13th C. 

27 Only fill of 26 
 

Pottery 
Animal bone 
 
 

 

28 Cut of shallow scoop 
Filled by 29 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mid 12th – 
mid 13th C. 

29 Only fill of 28 Pottery 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 
 

 

30 Cut of pit 
Filled by 31, 52 
Cuts 5 
 

 
 
 
 

12th – 
early/mid 
13th C. 

31 Uppermost fill of 30 
Above 52 
 

Pottery 
Burnt clay 
Iron nail 
Cu alloy buckle 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

32 Cut of pit 
Filled by 33 
Relationship with 34 
unclear 

 
 
 
 

12th – early 
13th C. 

33 Only fill of 32 Pottery 
Burnt clay 
?Slag 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

34 Cut of shallow scoop 
Filled by 35 
Relationship with 32 
unclear 

 
 
 
 

12th – early 
13th C. 

35 Only fill of 34 Pottery 
Burnt clay 
 
 

 

36 Cut of shallow scoop 
Filled by 37 
 

 
 
 
 

12th C. 
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37 Only fill of 36 
 

Pottery 
Burnt clay 
 
 

 

38 / 39 Contexts not assigned 
 

 
 
 
 

 

40 Cut of pit 
Filled by 41 
Relationship with 42, 44 
unclear 

 
 
 
 

12th C. 

41 Only fill of 40 Pottery 
Burnt clay 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

42 Cut of uncertain character 
Filled by 43 
Relationship with 40, 44 
unclear 

 
 
 
 

12th – early 
13th C. 

43 Only fill of 42 
 

Pottery 
Foreign stone 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

44 Cut of pit 
Filled by 45 
Relationship with 40, 42 
unclear 

 
 
 

12th – early 
13th C. 

45 Only fill of 44 Pottery 
Burnt clay 
Iron nails 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

46 Cut of pit 
Filled by 47 
Cut by 48 
 

 
 
 
 

12th – early 
13th C. 

47 Only fill of 46 
 
 
 

Pottery 
?Slag 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

48 Cut of modern feature 
Filled by 49 
Cuts 46 
 

 Modern 

49 Only fill of 48 
 
 
 

Pottery 
Animal bone 
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50 Cut of possible posthole 
Filled by 51 
 
 

 12th – early 
13th C. 

51 Only fill of 50 
 
 
 

Pottery 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 

 

52 Primary fill of 30 
Below 31 

Pottery 
Animal bone 
Marine shell 
 

 

53 Cut of modern pit 
Filled by 53 
Cuts 5 
Unexcavated 

 Modern 

54 Only fill of 53 
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S.M.R.  SUMMARY SHEET. 

 

Site Code. SLE05 

Site identification 
and address. 

Steyning Museum, Church Street, Steyning 

County, district 
and / or borough. 

West Sussex 

O.S. grid ref. TQ 17825 11315 

Geology. Upper Greensand 

Project number. 05 / 05 

Fieldwork type. Eval. 
 
 

Excav. 

X 

W.Brief.

 

Survey.
 

Other. 
 

Site type. Rural. 

 

Urban. 

X 

Other. 
 

Date of fieldwork. 25th – 29th July 2005 

Client. Steyning Museum Trust 

Project manager. Christopher Greatorex 

Project supervisor Christopher Greatorex 

Period summary. Palaeo. Meso. Neo. B. Age. I. Age. R – B. 

 

  Sax. 

 

Med. 

X 

P. Med 

 

 
 

Other. 

 

Project Summary. 
Seventeen medieval features were recorded during an excavation undertaken across 

land proposed for development at Steyning Museum, Church Street, Steyning. These 

discoveries included part of a tenement boundary, pits and three possible postholes 

dating to the 12th – early / mid 13th century. A single shallow scoop of mid 13th – mid 

14th century origin was also investigated. The range of recovered artefacts / ecofacts 

(pottery, burnt clay, metalwork, animal bone and marine shell) is indicative of general 

waste derived from a relatively low-status family group or smallholding utilising 

mainly local resources. This project has contributed to the detailed understanding of 

Steyning’s early development and confirmed the high archaeological potential of the 

immediate area.  


