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Non-technical Summary 

An archaeological topographic survey was undertaken on land at Westbrook House, North Thoresby 

(the site) in response to a condition on planning permission N/133/01815/15 for the construction of 

a dwelling and an access road.  

 

The survey recorded a series of inverted ‘S’ shaped medieval ridge and furrow oriented 

approximately northwest-southeast across the site. They form part of a ‘furlong’ oriented on Station 

Road. 

  



 

 
 

1. Introduction 

 

An archaeological topographic survey was undertaken on land at Westbrook House, North 

Thoresby (the site) in response to a condition on planning permission N/133/01815/15 for the 

construction of a dwelling and an access road. The site forms the piece of land to contain the 

access road. The survey was undertaken by Groundwork Archaeology Ltd in accordance with the 

specification (GAL NTBY01). 

 

2. Site location and description 

 

The site formed a roughly rectangular piece of land c.85m x 72m, directly north of Station Road, 

North Thoresby, Lincolnshire, NGR TF 2987 9859 (see Fig 1). The site is a pasture field sitting 

within a ribbon of roadside development leading east from the village. A tennis court and area of 

undergrowth projected into the site along the eastern boundary. The geology is Burnham chalk 

formation under Devensian Till. 

 

3. Planning background 

 

Planning permission was granted by East Lindsey District Council under application reference, 

N/133/01815/15 for the construction of a single dwelling and a shared access road.  

 

Condition 2 of the planning permission states: 

 

No development shall take place until a written scheme of archaeological investigation has been 

submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority. This scheme should include the 

following: 

 An assessment of significance and proposed mitigation strategy (i.e. preservation by record, 

preservation in-situ or a mix of these elements). 

 A methodology and timetable of site investigation and recording 

 Provision for site analysis 

 Provision for publication and dissemination of analysis and records 

 Provision for archive deposition 

 Nomination of a competent person/organisation to undertake the work 



 

 
 

The scheme of archaeological investigation must only be undertaken in accordance with the 

approved details. 

 

This is in keeping with the National Planning Policy Framework which states that local planning 

authorities should 'require developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of 

any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their importance 

and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly accessible' 

(para141). 

 

4. Archaeological and historical background 

 

The village lies on the possible Prehistoric route of Barton Street (PRN 49257). Prehistoric 

activity within the parish is attested by finds of Neolithic/Early Bronze Age worked flints from 

land at the Thatch/Rosegarth (PRN 46993), a Bronze Age Scraper (PRN 41215) and cropmarks 

attributed a late prehistoric date, a significant complex (PRN 45993) being located about 400m 

to the northeast  of the site. 

 

Finds of Roman date are also recorded, including a coin hoard (PRN 41204) c. 300m to the west 

of the site and a potential Romano-British vineyard (PRN 41207) at the western edge of the 

parish. 

 

The village of North Thoresby existed by the late Anglo-Saxon period; it is recorded in Domesday 

Book with a single manor in the hands of Odo, the Bishop of Bayeux. There were several other 

holdings in the parish all subordinate to other manors in nearby villages; several saltpans are 

also mentioned. At the time of Domesday there was a minimum population of seventy-seven 

people including the population of the village of Autby (PRN41208), a hamlet within the parish, 

but no longer exists as a village. Part of a grave cover, perhaps of the original founder of the 

church, survives in the church (PRN 41206) and features of 9th-10th century date were found at 

The Thatch/Rosegarth during evaluation (PRN 46896). 

 

By 1115, as recorded in the Lindsey Survey of that year, the manor that had been in the hands of 

Odo of Bayeux was held by the Norman knight Hugh de Laval who had extensive lands in 

Yorkshire.  

 



 

 
 

Medieval earthwork tofts, hollow way and fishponds, have been recorded from aerial 

photographs by the National Mapping Programme in and around the present village and finds of 

medieval and post-medieval material have been made within the village. The site lies on Station 

Road, about 700m east of the main road through the modern settlement and about 900m 

southeast of the centre of the village as defined by the medieval church, in what would have 

been open fields as testified by the fragment of ridge and furrow that lies within the site. These 

earthworks are isolated from any other contemporary remains and are considered to be of local 

significance. 

 

Westbrook House, which lies directly to the East of the site, is a grade II listed building dating to 

c.1840 (PRN 47636).  

 

5. Aims and objectives of the project 

 

The main aims of the project were: 

 to record the ridge and furrow earthworks 

 to produce an appropriate report and put the information into the public domain 

 

6. Methodology 

 

A measured plan of the earthworks was made at 1:200. A grid was established across the site 

and tied into the national grid using recognised field boundaries. The grid was then used to take 

offset measurements to significant points (top and bottom of features, breaks of slope etc.) and 

transferred onto a plan in the field. Hachures were added to the plan in the field to represent 

the form of the earthworks. 

 

Two profiles were taken across the earthworks. Height readings were taken at 0.5m intervals, 

suitable to represent the vertical form of the earthworks. 

 

Digital photographs were taken of the survey area. 

 

The final drawings were produced by digitally scanning the field drawings and digitising the 

information collected in the field. Profile readings were entered into an Excel spreadsheet and 

graphs generated.  



 

 
 

 

The work was undertaken by two members of staff with experience in archaeological earthwork 

survey and interpretation. The fieldwork was undertaken on 11th April 2016. 

 

7. Results 

 

The survey recorded a set of ridge and furrow earthworks oriented approximately northwest-

southeast across the entire field. Generally the earthworks were well preserved with small areas 

of disturbance (mostly dumping and vehicle/animal erosion). 

 

The survey has shown that the field contains fragments of 10 identifiable ‘lands’ (measured 

furrow to furrow). The ‘lands’ are typically each between 4.5m and 6m wide, describing a gentle 

inverted ‘S’ shape. Though the full length of the ‘lands’ could not be determined, six ‘heads’ - 

where the plough turned at the end of each ‘land’ - were identified at the southern limit, before 

the land dropped into a shallow roadside ditch (or remnants of a holloway); none were 

identified at the northern extent. 

 

No other features associated with the ridge and furrow were identified. 

 

8. Discussion 

 

Ridge and furrow earthworks represent the remains of a system of arable cultivation that was 

prevalent in the Saxon and medieval periods across the Midlands (in a swathe from Durham to 

Somerset) with some fewer samples in the eastern counties (Hall, 1998).  

 

They were formed by a deliberate system of ploughing that involved moving the plough team in 

a consistent clockwise spiral, building up free draining ridges, used for cultivation, while the 

furrows acted to delineate the ‘lands’ (strips of land allocated to a particular farmer) and further 

aid drainage (Hall, 1998). 

 

The holding of a farmer (or Manorial lord or other landowner, such as the church)  was divided 

into these ‘lands’, which were distributed across the fields in a parish in blocks of parallel strips, 

sometimes called furlongs, so that individuals could benefit from the different crops and soils; 

the whole of the fields were farmed communally by the parish. The fields - known as ‘open-fields 



 

 
 

due to the absence of hedges or other property boundaries common in the post-enclosure 

arable landscape – would be managed according to a regular cycle of crop rotation and fallow 

grazing (Hall, 2010). 

 

The earthworks recorded at North Thoresby date broadly to the medieval period, although there 

is little to provide a more accurate date, and form a fragment of a furlong. The presence of the 

‘heads’ adjacent to Station Road suggests that this was a contemporary routeway, almost 

certainly giving access out onto the marshes to the east. 

 

Examination of the LiDAR, freely available from the Environment Agency, shows that the furlong 

extended into the neighbouring property to the west, where possibly a headland was located, 

separating this furlong from a neighbour to the north. There is a suspicion of this headland 

running southwest-northeast in the field to the north, although there are no earthworks 

surviving in this field and the LiDAR evidence is far from conclusive, being only 2m resolution. 

 

9. Conclusion 

 

The topographic survey recorded the earthwork remains of part of a medieval furlong, made up 

of reasonably well defined ridge and furrow. Traces of the ‘heads’ were visible at the southern 

end, lining the modern road, while the northern edge probably lies not far beyond the northern 

hedged boundary of the site. 
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Figure 2 Topographic Survey Results 
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Figure 3 Profiles 
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Appendix 1 Photographs  

 

 

 

 

  

Plate 1 Looking North 

Plate 2 Looking East to Westbrook House 



 

 
 

  

Plate 3 Looking South 

Plate 4 Heads at Southern end. Looking West 



 

 
 

Appendix 2 Oasis Form 

 

  



 

 
 

 


