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Summary 
A single trial trench was excavated across the proposed footings for a new dwelling on 

land at Limberlost, Poy Street Green, Rattlesden as required by a condition placed on 

planning consent 2389/14 by Mid Suffolk District Council. No archaeologically relevant 

finds or deposits were identified during the evaluation and no further work is anticipated 

as being required in order to satisfy the condition placed on the development. 
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1. Introduction 

Planning permission was granted by Mid Suffolk District Council for the erection of a 

new dwelling and ancillary development on land at Limberlost, Poy Street Green, 

Rattlesden in 2014. A condition placed on that consent required the implementation of a 

programme of archaeological investigation, initially consisting of a single trenched 

evaluation of the proposed development area. This report documents the results of the 

trenched evaluation, undertaken in July 2015. 

2. Geology and topography 

The site lies on a south-facing slope at a height of approximately 65m OD, overlooking 

a small tributary of the River Rat passing east-west some 100m to the south. The 

northern and western edges of the site are formed by Mitchery Lane and Poy Street 

respectively, and open fields lie to the south and east. 

3. Archaeology and historical background 

The property is possibly sited on or near the line of a Roman Road, the Margary 330, 

which is noted c.350m to the north on the County Historic Environment Record as RAT 

012 and c.230m to the south as BUX 007, although the Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 map 

marks the road as following an alternative route to the west. The HER notes that 

together these roads are a continuation of the Peddars Way. The route to the south 

continues to mark the parish boundary. Roman finds material has previously been found 

in the field 200m to the south-east (RAT 019). 

 

The property is also likely to be situated on the edge of the medieval Poy Street Green, 

which now only survives as the modern road junction, grassed traffic island and 

roadside verges. It seems probable that the garden of Limberlost may have encroached 

upon and enclosed part of the green in which case the proposed development may lie 

within the green or straddle its boundary. The site therefore clearly had potential for 

evidence of medieval green-edge occupation. Medieval finds material has also been 

recovered from RAT 019 and to the north at RAT 004. 

 

Limberlost itself is a Grade II listed building (National Heritage List for England No. 

1285136) dating to the mid17th century, therefore it has potential for post-medieval 

occupation deposits as well. 
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Figure 1.  Location map
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4. Methodology 

The trial trench was machine excavated down to the level of the natural subsoil using a 

toothless bucket fitted to a small (5 tonne) mechanical excavator. 

 

The machining of the trench was closely observed throughout in order to identify 

archaeological features and deposits and to recover any artefacts that might be 

revealed. An underlying subsoil was the first deposit exposed, the surface of which was 

examined for cut features before it was removed and excavation continued until 

undisturbed natural deposits were encountered and the exposed surface was again 

examined for cut features. Any features identified were then sampled through hand 

excavation in order to determine their depth and shape and to recover datable artefacts. 

Scale plans and sections of each recorded feature were drawn in pencil on permatrace 

sheets. Unique context numbers were issued to the feature cuts and fills. 

 

A photographic record of the work undertaken was also compiled using an 18 

megapixel digital camera. 

 

Following excavation of each trench, the nature of the overburden was recorded and the 

depths noted. The trench location was recorded using a Leica GS08+ GPS system to 

sub-centimetre accuracy. 
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5. Results 

5.1 Trench results 

Trench 1 

Trench 1 was 12.3m long, 1.3m wide and up to 0.7m deep, orientated east-west and 

situated towards the north-western corner of the property. It was planned to investigate 

the location most affected by the footings required for the new dwelling. Previously, this 

corner of the garden appears to have been used as a small planting area, with evidence 

of bonfires and scrub growth not found elsewhere. The exposed stratigraphy was 

approximately 0.3m of garden topsoil with occasional small pits/disturbance visible 

(presumably excavations for disposal of garden rubbish or new planting holes) above 

0.2m of stiff mid greyish brown slightly silty clay subsoil with moderate chalk flecks and 

occasional root disturbance. Below this was natural pale grey stiff clay with chalk lumps 

and flecks. The western end of the trench was deeper – with a  0.5m deep layer of 

topsoil above 0.2m of subsoil, which suggests that this area has been built up with soil 

from elsewhere (presumably to level the garden). 
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        Plate 1.  Trench 1 facing west (1m and 2m scales). 

 

6. Finds and environmental evidence 

No finds of archaeological relevance were observed within this trench. Fragments of 

copper pipe, plastic, glass, charcoal and CBM were not retained. 
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7. Discussion 

The deeper topsoil apparent at the western edge of the site suggests that this corner of 

the garden was intentionally levelled up to create a flatter surface – the topsoil level at 

the western end of the trench is only 0.15m below that at the eastern end, although the 

top of the natural geology is 0.55m deeper. This soil may have come from elsewhere 

within the garden, or may have been imported from outside the site. 

 

8. Conclusions and recommendations for further work 

No further work is anticipated as being required in order to satisfy the condition placed 

on this development.  

 

9. Archive deposition 

The site archive, including paper and digital records as well as digital photographs, will 

be deposited with SCCAS/CT upon completion of the project. There are no artefacts or 

environmental remains included within this archive. 

 

10. Acknowledgements 

The fieldwork was carried out by Simon Cass. Project management was undertaken by 

John Craven. The report illustrations were created by Beata Wieczorek-Olesky and the 

report was edited by Richenda Goffin. 
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1. Introduction 

 
• A program of archaeological evaluation is required to assess the site of residential 

development at Limberlost, Poy Street Green, Rattlesden (Fig. 1) for heritage 

assets, by a condition on planning application 2398/14,  in accordance with 

paragraph  141 of the National Planning Policy Framework.  

• The work required is detailed in a Brief (dated 17/06/2015), produced by the 

archaeological adviser to the Local Planning Authority (LPA), Rachael Abraham of 

Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (SCCAS).  

• Suffolk Archaeology (SACIC) has been contracted to carry out the project.  This 

document details how the requirements of the Brief and general SCCAS 

guidelines (SCCAS 2011) will be met, and has been submitted to SCCAS for 

approval on behalf of the LPA.  It provides the basis for measurable standards and 

will be adhered to in full, unless otherwise agreed with SCCAS. 

 

2. The Site 

• The site lies within the north part of the c.0.2ha gardens of Limberlost, a detached 

property at Poy Street Green, lying to the south-west of the ‘T’ junction of Poy 

Street and Mitchery Lane. The proposed development consists of a single property 

measuring c.15m by 7m, cart lodge and access improvements. 

• The site lies at a height of c.65m above Ordnance Datum upon a south-facing 

slope overlooking a tributary drain of the Rattlesden River.  

• The site geology consists of superficial Diamicton deposits of the Lowestoft 

Formation which overlie sedimentary bedrock of Crag Group sand (British 

Geological Survey website). 
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3. Archaeological and historical background 

• The condition has been placed as the site is thought to have potential for unknown 

archaeological deposits upon which the proposed residential development could 

have a detrimental impact. 

• The property is possibly sited on or near the line of a Roman Road, the Margary 

330, which is noted c.350m to the north on the County Historic Environment 

Record as RAT 012 and c.230m to the south as BUX 007, although the Ordnance 

Survey 1:10,000 map marks the road as following an alternative route to the west. 

The HER notes that together these roads are a continuation of the Peddars Way. 

The route to the south continues to mark the parish boundary. Roman finds 

material has previously been found in the field 200m to the south-east (RAT 019). 

• The property is also likely situated on the edge of the medieval Poy Street Green, 

which now only survives as the modern road junction, grassed traffic island and 

roadside verges. It seems probable that the garden of Limberlost may have 

encroached upon and enclosed part of the green in which case the proposed 

development may lie within the green or straddle its boundary. The site therefore 

clearly has potential for evidence of medieval green-edge occupation. Medieval 

finds material has also been recovered from RAT 019 and to the north at RAT 004. 

• Limberlost itself is a Grade II listed building (National Heritage List for England No. 

1285136) dating to the mid17th century and its grounds therefore has potential for 

post-medieval occupation deposits. 
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4. Project Objectives 

• The aim of the evaluation is to accurately quantify the quality and extent of the 

sites archaeological resource so that an assessment of the developments impact 

upon heritage assets can be made.  

• The evaluation will: 

o Establish whether any archaeological deposits exist in the application area, with 

particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit preservation in 

situ.  

o Identify the date, approximate form and function of any archaeological deposits 

within the application area.  

o Establish the extent, depth and quality of preservation of any archaeological 

deposits within the application area.  

o Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses and whether masking alluvial or 

colluvial deposits are present.  

o Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence. 

o Assess the potential of the site to address research aims defined in the Regional 

Research Framework for the Eastern Counties (Brown and Glazebrook 2000, 

Medlycott 2011). 

o Provide sufficient information for SCCAS to construct an archaeological 

conservation strategy dealing with preservation or the further recording of 

archaeological deposits. 

o Provide sufficient information for the client to establish time and cost implications 

for the development regarding the application areas heritage assets. 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 2. Proposed trench plan 
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