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Former Baptist Chapel, 

Mendlesham Green,  

Mendlesham,  

Suffolk  

(TM 094 633) 

Historic Building Record 

This report provides a record and analysis at English Heritage (2006) Level 2 of a redundant 

chapel and is intended to fulfil a condition of planning consent for conversion (Mid Suffolk 

DC application 0591/14). It has been prepared to a specification issued on 13th August 2015 

by Dr Richard Hoggett of Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service.  

Introduction 

The report is accompanied by a CD containing a full photographic record in the form of 57 

Canon 5D digital images of 21 megapixels (Appendix 1), but also includes 14 printed 

photographs of key features to illustrate the text. Each image is described in a separate 

schedule and wherever possible includes a scale rod with half-metre divisions in red and 

white. The site was inspected on 24
th

 September 2015.   

Summary 

The red-brick former Baptist chapel in the hamlet of Mendlesham Green adjoins Chapel 

Cottage on the northern side of Green Road, approximately 2.5 km SSW of Mendlesham 

village. The local church was founded in 1839 by a breakaway congregation of just eight 

individuals including Samuel Steggalls who owned the garden in which the new chapel was 

built. According to a published interpretation of the 19
th
 century minute books Steggalls 

suggested that his cottage should form one of the chapel’s walls. The tithe map of 1839 shows 

the newly built chapel as a small structure of identical width to the cottage, yet the earliest 

surviving fabric projects by 2.75 m beyond its rear corner and contains two blocked original 

windows. It seems likely that the present brick building replaced a smaller predecessor as the 

congregation expanded rapidly in the 1840s, with the minister reporting attendances of 300 in 

1851. A rare painted inscription above the entrance door (protected within the porch) reads: 

‘JIREH CHAPEL Particular Baptists Open'd June 16th 1839’, but this almost certainly relates 

to a previous structure on the site rather than the present. ‘Jireh’ is an alternative form of 

Jehovah, and Particular Baptists were a Calvin-influence sect which split from the more 

liberal General Baptists in the early-17
th

 century. The building’s facade is much as depicted in 

a photograph of 1909 and remains picturesque despite the replacement of its sash windows 

and the unsympathetic repointing of its brickwork. The porch is a replacement of the 1980s. A 

lean-to extension was added to the rear in the 1860s to accommodate an impressive gallery 

with moulded fascia boards and arcade capitals supported on cylindrical iron columns, but the 

Victorian benches were imported from elsewhere in the 1950s. A baptismal tank of 20
th
 

century appearance survives beneath the floorboards in the centre of the building, and there is 

evidence of twin entrances and a different western gallery before the 1860s alterations. Given 

the extent of its changes the chapel does not meet the strict English Heritage criteria for 

listing, but remains a Heritage Asset of considerable historic interest. It is unclear what 

provision has been made to protect the human burials which surround the building on all three 

sides. 
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Figure 1 

 Current Site Plan  

The property boundary is outlined in red, with the section of cemetery which remains in 

use to the north. A new access has recently been created alongside Holly Cottage.    

Documentary and Cartographic Evidence 

The former Baptist chapel in the hamlet of Mendlesham Green adjoins Chapel Cottage on the 

northern side of Green Road, approximately 2.5 km SSW of Mendlesham village. The 

triangular medieval green was clearly marked on Hodskinson’s map of 1783 (figure 2) but 

had been enclosed to form fields by the time of the parish tithe survey of 1839 (figure 3). A 

number of houses lay on the southern edge of the green in 1783, but the tithe map shows the 

chapel as one the first structures to have been built on the former green itself. It was described 

in the accompanying apportionment as a ‘Baptist chapel’ owned and occupied by the Baptist 

Association (plot 48 in figure 3), and adjoined a ‘cottage and garden’ (47 & 47a) owned and 

occupied by Samuel Steggall. Chapel Cottage still survives against the chapel’s eastern gable, 

but by 1884 a detached outbuilding at the western end of the garden had been replaced by a 

separate dwelling known today as Holly Cottage (figure 4).   

A pamphlet published in 1989 to commemorate the chapel’s 150
th

 anniversary includes 

extracts from its 19
th

 century minute books, and describes the building’s origins (‘150 Years 

at Mendlesham Green Baptist Church’ by the then pastor, Brian Thompson). The church at 

nearby Little Stonham had invited a Mr John Hicks to preach with a view to becoming their 

pastor, but the majority felt no inclination towards his ministry. Six members of the Stonham 

congregation felt differently, and were sufficiently enthused by Mr Hicks to form a 

breakaway church at Mendlesham Green. These six individuals were recorded as John and 

Mary Hayward, Samuel and Mary Steggall, George Buckle and Elizabeth Brame. With John 

Hicks and his wife the total membership of the new church was just eight, but within a year 

they had built ‘the present chapel’. Mr Steggall of Mendlesham made a gift of the land and a 

Mr Brame of Thorndon, ‘who owned some cottages next to the land suggested that one of his 

properties form one of the walls of the chapel’. Apart from an extension added in the 1860s at 

a cost of £120 the building is said to have remained ‘basically the same’ until today.  
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The tithe apportionment confirms Samuel Steggall’s involvement in the church’s origins but 

makes no mention of Mr Brame and depicts only a single adjoining cottage. Membership had 

increased to 146 by 1864, (according to Brian Thompson), but declined sharply during the 

20
th
 century until the church sold the building in recent months. He dates the beginning of the 

church to 3
rd

 July 1839, but fails to state precisely what occurred on that day. White’s 

Directory of Suffolk in 1844 includes a ‘small’ Baptist chapel in the parish. A painted 

inscription above the chapel’s southern entrance reads: ‘JIREH CHAPEL Particular Baptists 

Open'd June 16th 1839’. Jireh is a variant of Jehovah, and frequently appears in the names of 

Baptist chapels elsewhere. The Baptist church originated during the first half of the 17
th
 

century, distinguished by its belief in immersive baptism, and quickly formed into two 

groups: the General Baptists who considered Christ died for all, and that whoever believed in 

God could be saved; and the more strict Particular Baptists who considered instead that he 

died only for a particular group – the elect – and were strongly influenced by John Calvin. 

The Census of Religious Worship in 1851 also records the erection of the chapel in 1839 and 

refers to it as the Jireh Baptist Chapel. The minister, William Tant of Mill House, reported 

250 free sittings with 120 present at the morning service on Sunday 30
th

 March and 160 in the 

afternoon. He claimed an average attendance of 250 over twelve months and noted that ‘in 

greater part of year there are not sittings enough as many of the congregation have to stand. 

At such times 300 have been present’. The date of registration was given as 23 March 1839. 

The changing outline of the building is described in the captions to the following figures. 

Figure 2 

 Mendlesham Green as depicted on Hodskinson’s Map of Suffolk published in 1783. A 

number of buildings adjoin its southern border but nothing is shown on the green itself. 

The windmill to the left can also be seen in figure 3. 
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Figure 3. The Mendlesham tithe map of 1839 (Suffolk Record Office). The green had 

been enclosed into fields, but its triangular shape is still recognisable with a stream 

apparently replacing the western road of 1783. Note the windmill to the extreme left. 

Figure 3a. A detail of the 1839 tithe map. The chapel (no. 48) with its chequered shading 

adjoins what appears to be a small, single hatched cottage on the right (47a). An 

outbuilding shaded black lies to the west of the garden (47). The chapel is of the same 

width as the cottage (which does not accord with its present (blocked) eastern windows), 

with two projections to the rear and no porch – although the latter may have been too 

small to warrant inclusion. The field to the north was named as Long Pightle and 

belonged to the parish officers along with much of the land in the vicinity. 
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Figure 4 

 The First Edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1884 

The outline of the buildings had changed considerably since 1839, but remains almost 

identical to that of today. A small porch projects from the southern facade of the chapel, 

which is much wider than the adjoining cottage on the east. The latter appears to have 

doubled in length since 1839 and to comprise two cottages as in figure 6. These cottages 

were combined into the existing single property and their ‘dilapidated’ front wall rebuilt 

under a planning application of 1977 (Mid Suffolk DC ref. 0535/77). The garden of 1839 

is clearly marked as a burial ground. 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 
 

Figure 5. The Second Edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1904. The porch is curiously 

omitted from this otherwise highly accurate survey, which shows no significant change 

since 1884. 

 
 

Figure 6. The Ordnance Survey of 1980, by which time the burial ground had been 

extended into the former field on the north. 



7 

Figure 7 

 The chapel from the east from a postcard of 1909 published online. Note the 

predecessor of the present brick porch on the right and the elegant sash windows which 

have since been replaced. The gravestones of the Arbon family to the front of the 

building occupy their present positions. 
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Building Analysis 

Figure 8 

Ground plan of the chapel identifying each area with a number for ease of reference in 

the text and photographic record. Scale in metres. Adapted from a supplied survey of 

2014. The pulpit in the centre of the eastern wall had been removed prior to inspection. 

Key 

1 The main red-brick and slate chapel, reputedly built in 1839 with a painted 

inscription bearing that date above its southern entrance door (visible from 

the porch, 7), but probably slightly later. 

2 A later lean-to red-brick extension, probably of the 1860s, containing a first-

floor gallery (2f) supported by iron columns. 

3 A former Sunday School area adjoining the western gable, divided from the 

main chapel by sliding screens with a gallery of identical design to 2f above. 

4 A small 20
th

 century storage cupboard or dressing room at the eastern end of 

the gallery. 

5 A late-20
th

 century kitchen. 
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6 A side-entrance porch containing a newel stair leading to the northern 

gallery (2f), probably added with the gallery extension in the 1860s. 

7 A small brick porch built by Mr Arbon in the 1980s to replace an earlier 

porch of similar scale depicted in figure 7 above.   

The former Baptist chapel at Mendlesham Green is a red-brick structure laid in Flemish bond 

with a shallow-pitched slate roof that extends to a total of 14.3 m (47 ft) in length on an 

approximately east-west axis and rises to 5 m (16.25 ft) at its eaves. The original structure 

adjoining Green Road is 6.7 m wide (22 ft), but the building was later increased to 9.5 m (31 

ft) in width by adding a slate-roofed red-brick lean-to extension to its rear elevation. The 

junction of this extension (2), which contains a gallery supported by cylindrical iron columns, 

is indicated by a straight vertical joint in the western gable. The gallery is reached by a newel 

stair in a small projection from the same gable (6) which may have been added slightly later. 

The present southern entrance porch (7) was rebuilt in the 1980s by a local builder and 

member of the congregation, Mr Arbon, who was present at the time of inspection. The 

facade appeared much the same in 1909 (figure 7), with a similar entrance porch, although the 

existing windows are 20
th
 century replacements of the original six-over-six sash windows 

depicted in the postcard. The two gravestones to the east of the porch were present in 1909 

and both belong to members of Mr Arbon’s family, as does a third stone to the west of the 

porch. The original burial ground to the west of the chapel contains numerous inhumations, 

many of which are no more than three or four feet beneath the surface (as confirmed by Mr 

Arbon, who has cut trenches in the area).  

Despite the similarity of the current facade with that of 1909 the building has been 

considerably altered. Two vertical straight joints in the brickwork flanking the westernmost 

window are respected by closers which descend to the ground and indicate the position of a 

blocked original door. The chapel is likely to have been built with twin entrances for men and 

women, in a manner often found in Baptist and other nonconformist chapels elsewhere. 

Similar vertical joints can be seen in the centre of the western gable where another original 

door was decoratively framed by the divided support of a chimney flue. The chimney is 

believed to have contained a coal grate heating the predecessor of the existing western gallery 

(3f), although this is no longer apparent, and the door may have opened into an area divided 

from the main chapel for use as a committee room and Sunday School as occurred elsewhere.   

The internal fixtures and fittings appear to be unusually well preserved, but have also 

undergone considerable change. The 19
th

 century pine benches with unusual hinged brass 

umbrella stands were imported from an unknown church in the 1950s. Mr Arbon recalls this 

event as a boy aged 10 in 1955, and having inspected the roof of the neighbouring cottage 

confirms that it was formerly hipped to both east and west – the latter hip having been 

removed when the chapel was added. The benches to the south and north of the central 

seating area represent whole benches cut in half, although those to the south had been 

removed before inspection. The benches and the floor of deal boards overlap a small baptistry 

(baptismal tank) in the centre of the chapel with steps descending from the west. This tank is 

lined with white glazed tiles and contains a cement floor without a drain, presumably after 

alteration in the 20
th

 century. Baptistries are more usually placed closer to the eastern ends of 

Baptist churches, where in this instance an original floor of gault bricks is concealed by a dais 

of late-20
th

 century stained pine, and an earlier tank may lie hidden beneath. The concrete slab 

to the north of the baptistry secured a tortoise stove of which the circular flue aperture 

remains visible in the flat ceiling. The benches on the western gallery are also of stained pine 

and were probably made in the 1950s to match the imported benches whose distinctive profile 

they share. There is evidence on the southern wall of the Sunday School of an earlier straight 

staircase rising to this gallery which the current benches interrupt. A previous, slightly lower 

gallery here was probably replaced in the 1860s. The pulpit in the centre of the eastern wall 

had been removed prior to inspection and was indicated only by a scar in the paintwork. The 
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moulded rail and arcade capitals of the galleries are good examples of their kind and there is 

nothing to suggest they are not original to the extension of the 1860s.     

The chapel is apparently dated by a rare and well preserved painted inscription above the 

southern door, now protected within the porch: ‘JIREH CHAPEL Particular Baptists Open'd 

June 16th 1839’. Features of this kind are often found in much later contexts, however, and 

were often intended to commemorate the building of an original church or chapel rather than 

the replacement building to which they are attached. It seems unlikely that the tiny initial 

breakaway congregation of eight would have built such a large and expensive structure for 

their first meetings, and the offer of an adjoining cottage to serve as one of its walls would 

indicate a timber building of lesser substance. This suspicion is confirmed by the tithe map 

which shows a much narrower chapel of the same width as the cottage: the present chapel, 

even before the addition of its rear gallery, was 2.75 m (9 ft) wider than the cottage, the 

stepped rear corner of which can still be seen in the internal eastern wall. The outlines of two 

blocked windows to the rear of this corner can still be seen, one above the other, to the left of 

the pulpit. The reference in White’s Directory of 1844 to a small chapel hardly accords with 

the current facade, which is large in comparison with many others. The existing structure is 

far more likely to date from the 1840s when numbers had increased substantially, with the 

rear gallery added in the 1860s as suggested in the documentary record to alleviate the 

overcrowding referred to in 1851 (although ministers were prone to exaggeration in their 

census returns). The softwood roof structure of the main building is typical of the late-19
th
 

century and certainly post-dates 1839, having been rebuilt during the 1860s alterations or 

perhaps as part of a slightly later refurbishment. The building had certainly acquired its 

present outline by the time of the First Edition Ordnance Survey in 1884.  

Historic Significance 

The chapel remains an externally picturesque example of its kind despite the replacement of 

its sash windows and unsympathetic repointing in the 20th century. The interior has been 

much altered, with Victorian benches imported from elsewhere in the 1950s, but preserves a 

fine gallery with moulded fascias that probably remains in situ from the 1860s. The current 

layout is likely to date from the chapel’s enlargement at the same period, but there is evidence 

of an earlier arrangement with two southern entrance doors and a lower western gallery that 

illustrates the rapid increase in the congregation after its foundation in 1839 – reflecting both 

the growth in the hamlet and the religious fervour of the time. The painted inscription above 

the entrance is a rare survival which remains of historic importance despite the fact that the 

date it bears – 1839 – appears to be slightly earlier than the actual building. Given the extent 

of its alterations the chapel does not meet the strict English Heritage criteria for listing but 

remains a Heritage Asset of considerable significance. It is unclear what provision has been 

made to protect the human burials which surround the building on all three sides. 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

Photographic Schedule and Appendix follows on pp. 11-21 
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Appendix 1 (on accompanying CD): Full Photographic Record 

Descriptions of Photographs in Appendix 1 

Photograph no. 

1. A general view of the site from Green Road to the east showing the formerly

fully hipped Chapel Cottage on the right.

2. A general view of the site from Green Road to the west showing the new

cemetery entrance on the left.

3. A general view of the site from the cemetery to the north showing the chapel in

the rear.

4. The cement-rendered rear (northern) elevation of the chapel from the cemetery

showing the new boundary fence.

5. The cement-rendered rear (northern) elevation of the chapel from the north-west

showing its 20th century windows.

6. A detail of the marble war memorial removed from the southern internal wall of

the chapel to the new cemetery gate.

7. The southern facade of the chapel showing its slate roof and 1980s porch rebuilt

by Mr Arbon.

8. A detail of the southern facade showing straight joints respected by closers

indicating the position of a second entrance.

9. A detail of the gravestones to the east of the entrance porch.

10. A detail of the gravestone of William Arbon who died in 1870 to the east of the

entrance porch.

11. A detail of the gravestone of William Arbon who died in 1895 to the east of the

entrance porch.

12. A detail of the gravestone of William Arbon to the west of the entrance porch.

13. The western gable showing the split flue of a chimney taken down by Mr Arbon

& the vertical joint of the later rear gallery.

14. The western porch (6) from the south showing the detached brick shed and

closers of a wider original door.

15. The 1980s rebuilt southern entrance porch (7) showing the painted inscription

above the internal door.

16. The interior of the southern entrance porch (7) showing the painted inscription

above the internal door.

17. Painted inscription above the entrance. ‘JIREH CHAPEL Particular Baptists

Open'd June 16th 1839’.
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18. The interior of the main chapel (1) from the east showing the gallery (2f) on the

right & southern entrance on the left.

19. The interior of the main chapel (1) from the west showing the gallery (2f) on the

left & the scar of the pulpit on the dais.

20. The interior of the main chapel (1) from the south showing the added gallery (2f)

with its sliding screens & iron pillar.

21. The interior of the main chapel (1) from the north showing the entrance & scars

of the war memorial & benches to the right.

22. The 20th ceiling from the north showing the blocked circular aperture for a

former tortoise stove flue.

23. A detail from the south of the 19th century pine benches imported in the 1950s

with hinged brass umbrella stands.

24. The internal eastern gable of showing the scar of the missing pulpit & the gable

of the earlier cottage.

25. A detail of the paint scar of the removed pulpit on the eastern internal gable.

26. A detail of the 19th century gault-brick floor adjoining the eastern internal gable

exposed beneath the dais of pine boards.

27. The eastern internal gable showing the outline of two original blocked windows

to the rear of the earlier cottage.

28. The main chapel (1) from the east showing Mr Arbon (right) after lifting the

cover of the baptistry.

29. The open baptistry in the centre of the main chapel (1) with the concrete slab of

the former tortoise stove on the right.

30. A detail from the south of the ostensibly 20th century baptistry with tiled walls

and cement floor.

31. The baptistry in the centre of the main chapel (1) from the east showing the

western steps blocked by the 1950s benches.

32. Interior from east of area beneath gallery (2) showing original iron posts and

benches imported from elsewhere in 1950s.

33. Detail from east of moulded fascia board to gallery (2).

34. Interior from west of area beneath gallery (2) showing original iron posts and

brickwork exposed due to damp.

35. Eastern end of gallery (2) from south showing door to storage area (4) on right.

36. Interior from south of storage area to east of gallery (4).
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37. Interior from north of storage area to east of gallery (4) showing door to main

chapel (1).

38. Interior of southern porch (7) from north showing door of two halves strapped

together.

39. Interior from south of Sunday School (3) to west of chapel showing kitchen (5) in

rear and screen to main chapel (1) on right.

40. Interior of late-20th century kitchen (5) from south showing doors to entrance (6)

& area beneath gallery (2) left & right.

41. Interior from north of Sunday School (3) to west of chapel showing sliding screen

to main chapel (1) on left.

42. Diagonal scar probably relating to earlier gallery stair to southern interior of

Sunday School (3).

43. Western internal gable of Sunday School (3) showing whiteboard and divided

chimney flue.

44. Late-19th century newel stair to north of western entrance porch (6), viewed from

south.

45. Main chapel from gallery (2f) to north showing paint scars on southern wall of

half-benches sold by church before chapel.

46. Interior from west of first-floor gallery (2f) showing sliding screens to main

chapel (1) on right.

47. Eastern end of gallery (2f) showing sliding screen to main chapel (1) open on

right.

48. Interior from east of first-floor gallery (2f) showing sliding screens to main

chapel (1) on left & stair (6) in rear.

49. Detail from east of sliding screen in gallery (2f) with moulded capital of arcade to

left.

50. Western end of gallery (2f) showing stair (6) to right and steps to western gallery

(3f) to left.

51. Main chapel (1) from western gallery (3f) showing central baptistry.

52. Western gallery (3f) from north showing stained pine benches with identical

profile to those imported in 1950s.

53. Western internal gable from gallery (3f) showing divided chimney flue and

stained pine benches probably of 1950s.

54. Western gallery (3f) from south showing stained pine benches with identical

profile to those imported in 1950s.

55. Western end of arcade of northern gallery (2f) from western gallery (3f) to south.
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56. Arcade and sliding screen of northern gallery (2f) from western gallery (3f) to

south.

57. Ostensibly late-19th century softwood roof structure of main chapel (1) from

trapdoor above western gallery (3f).

Photographic Appendix 2 follows on pp. 15-21 
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Appendix 2 (pp. 15-21): Selected Printed Photographs 

Illus. 1.  A general view of the site from Green Road to the east showing the chapel on 

the left and the adjoining Chapel Cottage on the right. The chapel was formerly hipped 

at both gables, proving that it pre-dates the chapel as suggested in the documentation. 

Illus. 2.    The cement-rendered rear (northern) elevation of the chapel from the 

remaining cemetery showing the late-20
th

 century windows and the shallower pitch of 

the gallery extension along with and the new boundary fence (2). 



16 

Illus. 3.  The southern facade of the chapel showing its slate roof and the entrance porch 

rebuilt by Mr Arbon in the 1980s. The straight vertical joints in the brickwork flanking 

the left-hand window are respected by closers descending to the ground and indicate the 

position of another blocked entrance. Note that the upper brick courses on the right 

overlap the earlier cottage.  

Illus. 4.  The western gable showing the divided flue of a chimney which formerly 

framed a door (as indicated by straight vertical joints on each side). The top of the 

chimney was reduced to eaves height by Mr Arbon.  Note the vertical joint between the 

original building and the lean-to gallery extension on the left (2). 
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Illus. 5.  A detail of the fine painted inscription above the southern entrance door, 

protected by the porch shown in illus. A2.3: ‘JIREH CHAPEL Particular Baptists 

Open'd June 16th 1839’. 

Illus. 6.   The interior of the main chapel (1) from the east. The southern entrance is 

visible to the left with the open baptistry alongside a red-painted concrete slab which 

supported a tortoise stove (note the circular hole for its flue in the ceiling). The northern 

gallery supported by iron columns on the right (2f) is a later addition, probably of the 

1860s, and the pine benches were imported from another church in the 1950s.  
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Illus. 7.    The interior of the main chapel (1) from the west showing the gallery (2f) on 

the left and the paint scar of the missing pulpit on the dais.  

Illus. 8.  The eastern internal gable showing the outline of two original blocked windows, 

one above the other, to the left of the vertical step in the brickwork which marks the 

rear corner of the earlier adjoining cottage. A well laid floor of gault-brick is visible 

where the 20
th

 century dais of pine boards has been removed in front of the former 

pulpit. The entrance door of the storage area or dressing room (4) is visible on the left.  
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Illus. 9.  The open baptistry in the centre of the main chapel (1), seen from the south 

with the concrete slab of the former tortoise stove alongside. A series of steps is visible to 

the left, blocked by the later floorboards and benches. Lined with glazed while tiles 

above a cement floor there is nothing to indicate the tank pre-dates the 20
th

 century. It 

contains no evidence of a drain.  

Illus. 10.  A detail from the east of the moulded fascia to the gallery (2f), supported on 

iron columns, with the door to the kitchen (5) in the rear. The brickwork on the right 

has been stripped of render due to damp, probably caused by the application of cement 

render to the exterior.  
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Illus. 11.    The interior from the south of the former Sunday School area (3) with the 

divided flue of the western gable on the left and the sliding screens adjoining the main 

chapel (1) on the right. The late-20
th

 century kitchen (5) is visible in the rear. 

Illus. 12.  The main chapel seen from the gallery (2f) on the north showing the open 

baptistry with the western gallery (3f) on the right. The paint scars on the southern wall 

to the right of the entrance relate to a series of half-benches that were sold by the 

Church before the chapel was put on the market. The rectangular scar to the right of 

the entrance indicates the position of the war memorial removed to the cemetery gate. 
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Illus. 13.  The interior from the east of the first-floor gallery (2f) showing the sliding 

screens adjoining the main chapel (1) on left, with the door to the staircase (6) in the 

rear. 

Illus. 14.  The arcade and sliding screens of the northern gallery (2f) seen from the 

western gallery (3f) to the south. The benches in the western gallery are of stained pine 

and bear the same profile as the imported 19
th

 century benches below, probably having 

been made to match in the 1950s. 


