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Summary 
 

The archaeological monitoring of the groundworks pertaining to the hand excavation of new 
service trenches within the rear garden of the Old Vicarage, Church Street, Caistor, Lincolnshire, 
was carried out by Neville Hall MIFA on the 16th to the 19th of September 2013. The 
development site lies within the scheduled area of the Roman settlement of Caistor (SM No. LI 
148; HA 1004995). 
 
The hand excavation of the two service trenches, which were located in very close proximity to 
each other, identified a modern imported topsoil horizon following the removal of turf. Below this 
was a modern made ground deposit, which was largely confined to the area of the existing rear 
lawn. To the east and west was a garden soil, which within the lawned area was below the 
modern made ground deposit, and which extended to the base of the trench excavations within 
both service trenches. 
 
Also below the modern made ground deposit were several various surfaces of varying depths. 
These were all of a rough construction, composed of worked stone, reused handmade bricks, 
(some of which were of 18th century date), limestone and ironstone fragments and areas of 
mortar spreads. These various surfaces were found at slightly different levels because of a 
natural downward slope of the site to the west. It is highly likely that these were all various 
component parts of one single rear yard surface of probable 19th century date. This yard 
probably extended southwards from the existing side entrance to the Old Vicarage and probably 
serviced the nearby outbuilding and former stable range. 
 
To the western end of the two service trenches, parts of the 19th century yard surfaces and the 
garden soils overlay buried soil horizons of probable medieval date. Although there is no 
evidence to support the supposition that these buried soils, which were found at the base of the 
western end of both trenches, were of possible medieval date, as not datable finds were retrieved 
from them, they were found at depth and stratagraphically are earlier than the garden soils, 
(which are of post-medieval to modern origin, since the lower levels of the garden soils pre-date 
the 19th century yard surfaces). 
 
The excavation of the new manhole exposed a modern brick lined drain/chamber with a concrete 
cover and an associated modern ceramic foul sewer pipe along with several modern backfill 
deposits which were associated with their construction. This construction had in turn truncated 
the 19th century yard surface and also revealed further evidence of the possible medieval buried 
soil horizons. This excavation was much deeper than the excavation of the two service trenches, 
extending to depths of up to 1.30m below ground levels. The possible medieval buried soil 
horizon overlay a possible demolition deposit composed of stone rubble, brick and tile fragments 
and mortar fragments, an associated make-up deposit and a possible remnant of a rammed chalk 
surface or a small fragment of a wall foundation. These latter remains were all found at greater 
depths at the base of this excavation, so it may be possible to attribute these remains and 
deposits to the Romano-British period. Once again, as there were no datable finds from here, 
there is no evidence to support this; however as they were found at greater depths and may be 
sealed by possible medieval buried soils, they may be of earlier Romano-British origin. 
 
It was decided not to proceed with the remaining elements of this groundworks programme, 
which comprised the stripping of soil and the laying of brick paving in association with the existing 
drive and the creation of a path to the barn. 
 



 

 

1. Introduction 

 
1.1 Neville Hall MIFA was commissioned by Mr. and Mrs. Savage to undertake the 

archaeological monitoring of the groundworks pertaining to the hand excavation of new 
service trenches along with limited ground reduction for a new brick pathway within the 
rear garden of the Old Vicarage, Church Street, Caistor, Lincolnshire, centred at National 
Grid Reference TA 1173 0128. The development site lies within the scheduled area of the 
Roman settlement of Caistor (SM No. LI 148; HA 1004995). The pertinent archaeological 
recording was carried out at the development site on the 16th to the 19th of September 
2013.  

 
1.2 The work was carried out according to the requirements of Mr. Tim Allen, Inspector of 

Ancient Monuments of English Heritage, to inform and accompany a scheduled 
monument consent for this proposed development. This report documents the results of 
the required archaeological watching brief, which was undertaken in accordance with a 
Specification prepared by Neville Hall MIFA. This document was submitted to and 
approved by Mr Tim Allen, prior to the commencement of the on-site works. This is in 
accordance with the principles established in NPPF: Planning for the Historic 
Environment: Historic Environment Planning Practice Guide (Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport, 2010), Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage, 
1991) and Standard and guidance for archaeological watching briefs (IFA, 2008).  

 
1,3 Copies of the final report will be deposited with the clients, Mr. Tim Allen, Inspector of 

Ancient Monuments of English Heritage, the Planning Department of West Lindsey 
District Council, the Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record (HER) and The Collection, 
Lincoln, along with an ordered project archive for long term storage and curation. 

 
 
2. Site Location and Description 

 
2.1 The development site is situated within the historic core of the town of Caistor and within 

the boundaries of the scheduled Roman walled settlement, with the Old Vicarage fronting 
onto the southern side of Church Street, The development site is located at National Grid 
Reference TA 1173 0128, and at a height of approximately 85mAOD. Caistor is located 
approximately 12.5km to the north of Market Rasen and approximately 17.5km to the 
south-east of Brigg, in the parish of the same name and in the administrative district of 
West Lindsey, county of Lincolnshire [Figures 1 and 2]. 

 
2.2 The development site is situated on the west facing scarp slope of the Lincolnshire Wolds 

Jurassic limestone escarpment that traverses the county from south-north. The 
development site is located on calcareous coarse loamy soils of the Landbeach Series, 
which have developed on deposits of glaciofluvial sands and gravels. These overlie a 
solid geology of greensands and gaults of the Lower Cretaceous [BGS, 1982; Soil 
Survey, 1983]. 

 
 
3. Planning Background [Figure 3] 

 
3.1 As the proposed development was situated within the boundaries of a Scheduled 

Monument – the Roman town of Caistor, (SM No. No. LI 148; HA 1004995), an 
application for Scheduled Monument Consent was made to English Heritage for the 
development proposal comprising the excavation of service trenches between the Old 
Vicarage and associated barn, the stripping of soil and the laying of brick paving in 
association with the existing drive and the creation of a path to the barn (English Heritage 
Reference: S00060564). This consent was granted subject to the following conditions 
(amongst others): 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(i) The works to which this consent relates shall be carried out to the satisfaction of 

the Secretary of State, who will be advised by English Heritage. At least two 
weeks' notice (or such shorter period as may be mutually agreed) in writing of the 
commencement of the work shall be given to Tim Allen (sic Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments)... in order that an English Heritage representative can inspect and 
advice on the works and their effect in compliance with this consent. 

 
(ii) No groundworks shall take place until the applicant has confirmed in writing the 

commissioning of a programme of archaeological investigation, supervision and 
recording before and during the development in accordance with a written 
scheme of investigation which has been submitted to and approved by the 
Secretary of State advised by English Heritage.  

 
(v) A report on the archaeological recording shall be sent to the County Historic 

Environment Record and to Mr. Tim Allen at English Heritage..... within 3 months 
of the completion of the works (or such other period as may be mutually agreed) 

 
3.2 It was understood that an archaeological watching brief would constitute such a 

programme of archaeological work and was deemed to be the most appropriate method 
of recording any archaeological remains that may be affected by this proposed 
development. 

 
3.3 In response to these conditions, Neville Hall MIFA was commissioned by Mr. and Mrs 

Savage to prepare a written scheme of investigation for the archaeological watching brief. 
 
3.4 A specification or a written scheme of works for the archaeological watching brief was 

subsequently submitted to and approved by Mr. Tim Allen, Inspector of Ancient  
 

Figure 1: Site location at scale 1:25,000. The site is shown in red. 
(O.S. copyright licence number 100048723) 



 

 

 
 
 

N

Figure 2: Site location at a scale of 1:500, (extract from Architects plan). The approximate 

extent of the groundworks area is shown in red 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monuments of English Heritage prior to the commencement of the archaeological site 
programme of works. 

 
 
4.  Aims and Objectives of the Archaeological Monitoring 

 
4.1 The aims of the project were the continual archaeological monitoring of the mechanical 

excavation of the gas, water and drainage service trenches and the limited ground 
reduction to facilitate the laying of a new brick pathway. 

 
4.2 The objectives of the project were: 
 

To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the area of the 
development site. 

Paradise
Cottage

Church
Folly

N

Drive
Old
Vicarage

Barn

Church Street

Figure 3: Plan showing the location & layout of the proposed development with gas & water 

pipe trench (in green), foul sewer pipe trench (in brown) and the brick path (in red), (not to 
scale) 



 

 

 
To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any 
archaeological remains encountered. 
 
To allow the preservation by record of archaeological deposits. 

 
4.3 The development site is located within the scheduled area of the Roman town of Caistor, 

a site of national significance and an area of high archaeological potential. The 
development site is also situated within an area of high multi-period archaeological 
potential within the area of the later Anglo-Saxon, medieval and post-medieval 
settlements of Caistor. The specific objectives of this watching brief were to record any 
further evidence of this multi-period settlement activity and finds. 

 
 
5. Archaeological and Historical Background 

 
5.1 Background research sources were consulted at the Lincolnshire County Council Historic 

Environment Record (HER), the Lincolnshire Archives and the Lincoln Local Studies 
Library. A search of the Lincolnshire HER was conducted within a 100m radius of the 
development site. 

 
5.2 There is no archaeological activity pre-dating the Romano-British period within the search 

area. 
 
5.3 The place name of Caistor is derived from the Old English cæster meaning ‘Roman 

station’. This is in turn taken from the Latin castra denoting a military encampment or fort. 
This indicates that the Roman civilian settlement was typically founded on the site of an 
earlier military fort, with finds of contemporary coinage having been made in the town 
dating from the reign of the Emperor Claudius (AD41-54) onwards [Whitwell, 1970; 
Cameron, 1998; Mills, 1991; Ekwall, 1991]. 

 
5.4 Caistor was the most important Roman settlement in the northern part of the Wolds and 

dominated the Ancholme Valley (HER 54186). The Roman settlement at Caistor was an 
important town within a walled enclosure, which was constructed in the late 3

rd
–4

th
 

centuries AD. The Roman settlement, which is scheduled as an ancient monument, (SM 
No. 1004995), an area which is now occupied by the historic core of the modern 
settlement, is well known and would have provided a local trading and administrative 
centre for the surrounding area or hinterland. This settlement was sufficiently significant 
to be enclosed within a defensive wall constructed of the local Tealby limestone together 
with external bastions in the shape of an irregular polygon. These defences were 
constructed on a spur of the Lincolnshire Wolds, followed the natural contours of the land, 
and enclosed an area of approximately three hectares. Little is known of the interior of the 
civilian settlement and nothing so far has been discovered which my throw any light on 
interior buildings. Finds of 1st - 4th century AD coins have been made here and mostly 
4th century AD pottery [Whitwell, 1970; Pevsner & Harris, 2002; Davies, n.d.]. 

 
5.5 A Grade I listed Roman wall is located by the parish churchyard (HER 55673). It is 4th 

century AD in date and comprises part of the south wall of the Roman settlement of 
Caistor. 

 
5.6 Foundations located in the eastern and western walls of a doctor’s house on the south 

side of Bank Lane in 1960 may represent the remains of the bastion of the east gate of 
the Roman town (HER 50868, ELI699). A large mass of Roman masonry was identified 
within the boundaries of the parish churchyard in 1929 (HER 50871). A lead tank of 
Roman origin was found on the western side of Caistor churchyard in 1863-4 and in a 
drain beneath a road (HER 50872). 



 

 

 
5.7 A Roman ditch and well were found during building work at Cromwell View, Plough Hill to 

the east of the development site in 1979 (HER 50873). 
 
5.8 A jet or shale bead and a coin of Roman date were found in 1979 to the immediate south-

west of the development site (HER 52683). 
 
5.9 The settlement at Caistor appears to have continued its significance as a settlement into 

the Anglo-Saxon Period. Caistor and its hinterland may have become a royal estate by 
the late 7

th
 century AD (HER 52690). Caistor was not only a royal soke at the time of the 

Domesday Survey of AD1087, but was also a trading centre where tolls were taken. The 
finding of a titulus or inscribed dedication stone of 8

th
 or 9

th
 century AD date found on 

Castle Hill in 1770 (now apparently lost) makes reference to the dedication of a church at 
Caistor and suggested that there existed in Caistor an early Saxon church of some 
importance, perhaps a minster church within the walled area, which in turn suggests that 
there was a settlement which had a high status (HER 52637). It has also been suggested 
that Caistor may have been the capital of the North Riding of the Kingdom of Lindsey at 
this time. Documentary evidence also indicated the site of a mint at Caistor in the late 10

th
 

century AD, which remained in operation until the early-mid 11
th
 century. The 

contemporary minted coins depict Castr (HER 52690). 
 
5.10 Following the Norman Conquest of AD1066, the King – William the Conqueror retained 

the manor of Caistor for himself, but in AD1072 the granted the church at Caistor to 
Remigius, the Bishop of Lincoln. In the Domesday Survey of AD1086, Caistor was 
described as a royal estate with land holdings in many of the surrounding villages (HER 
52690). The Domesday Survey records that the Earl Morcar held three carucates of lands 
at Hundon and at Caistor or Castre prior to the Conquest. Later documentary references 
variously detail: Castra (AD1090, AD1093-1100); Castr (AD1159-71); Caster (cAD1275); 
Castor (AD1443); Castyr (AD1445); Caestre (AD1472); Caister (AD1485-1550) and 
Castor (1634)  [Cameron, 1998; Mills, 1991]. 

 
5.11 In the medieval period, Caistor was a thriving market town, a centre of local population 

and was a trading centre with a market documented from AD1251 onwards (HER 52691). 
The town had reduced in size by the 14th century. The market place was probably the 
centre and focus of the medieval settlement. 

 
5.12 The Grade I listed parish church, which is dedicated to SS Peter and Paul is mostly of 

medieval date (HER 52638). There are some Norman features dating from the 11th 
century within the church fabric and much Early English work along with 14th and 15th 
century work. The chancel was rebuilt in 1848 and the church underwent restoration in 
1862. 

 
5.13 A small scale archaeological investigation took place during alterations at the parish 

church in 1996, (HER ELI6622, Site code: CCT95). This involved the excavation of two 
service trenches. The first one was along the north wall of the west tower. This revealed a 
chamfered plinth which suggested a Norman rather than a Saxon date for the foundations 
of the West Tower. The removal of the modern floor levels within the Tower revealed a 
lead working site and the rubble foundations of the Tower. 

 
5.14 A medieval jug was found during building work in 1979 at Cromwell View, Plough Hill and 

to the east of the development site (HER 50874). 
 
5.15 A coin of the French King Louis XI dating to the 13th century was found under the floor of 

the parish church in 1862 during restoration works there (HER 52680). 
 



 

 

5.16 Despite the town being destroyed by a major fire in 1681, there was a steady growth in 
the population of the post-medieval settlement of Caistor (HER 52692) from the late 16

th
 

century onwards with a notable spurt in population growth in the early-mid 19
th
 century. 

The market place was originally much larger, but has been much reduced in scale by the 
infilling of blocks of properties that were sited outside of and to the east of the Roman 
walled enclosure. This produced a settlement pattern of long and narrow properties with 
back lanes. It was only in the later 18

th
 century that some development of these back 

lanes proceeded and only in the 20
th
 century, did a more substantial development of the 

settlement begin outside of this earlier framework [Davies, n.d.]. 
 
5.17 The Old Vicarage is a Grade II listed building, now a house, which dates to the 17th 

century and has 18th and 19th century alterations (HER 55638). The Old Building at 
Caistor Grammar School on Church Street is the current School Hall and was built in 
1631 (HER 52682). It has 19th century alterations and was heavily restored in 1930. 

 
5.18 A former Primitive Methodist Chapel is situated on Plough Hill (HER 55033). The chapel 

was built in 1857, presumably replacing an earlier one built in 1839. The chapel is now 
defunct and is a Youth Centre. A former Grade II listed Congregational Chapel is located 
on Church Street (HER 55034). This chapel was constructed in 1842 and remained in 
use as such until 1969. It is now the Caistor Grammar School Library. The Chapel of St 
Thomas Moore is a Roman Catholic Chapel located on Bank Street and was constructed 
in the 19th century (HER 55035). The Grade II listed Caistor Methodist Chapel on Chapel 
Street was originally a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel that was built in 1842 (HER 55036). 
An attached Sunday School was constructed in 1867. 

 
5.19 As the development site is also located within a Conservation Area, there are a number 

of other Grade II listed buildings in the vicinity of the development site. These comprise: 
3-7 Church Street, a row of early 19th century houses, (HER 55639); 9, Church Street, an 
early 19th century house, (HER 55640); Hestcroft House, 2, Church Street, a mid 19th 
century house, (HER 55641); Caistor House, 19, Market Place, a 17th century house 
which was refronted in the late 18th and is now converted into flats (HER 55648); The 
White Horse, 2, Plough Hill, a house built in 1701 with extensive late 18th century 
alterations, (HER 55651); Paradise Cottages, Church Folly, a row of early 19th century 
houses, (HER 55985); 8, Plough Hill, a 17th century house with 19th and 20th century 
alterations, (HER 56106); 20, Market Place, an early 19th century house, (HER 56111); 
The Causeway, 8, Plough Hill, an 18th century house with 19th century alterations, (HER 
52670) and Hill House, 4, Plough Hill. a late 8th century house with early 19th century 
additions (HER 56105). 

 
5.20 There have been several previous archaeological investigations within the vicinity of the 

development site. An archaeological evaluation in 1996 to the immediate south of the 
development site and in the rear garden of the former British Legion Club on Bank Lane 
comprising the excavation of three trial trenches identified hints of Roman activity which 
consisted of a possible contemporary feature and a small quantity of mostly residual 3rd - 
4th century pottery. The evaluation also identified a late Saxon deposit, a metalled 
surface and an assemblage of sherds of 10th century pottery along with a whetstone and 
a quern stone. The evaluation also identified a probable medieval wall and a surface 
indicating occupation that was probably located on the Bank Lane frontage in the 12th 
century followed by the demolition and stone robbing from nearby buildings. In the 13th 
century, there was renewed construction in the area and the possible laying of a 
contemporary yard surface. From this period onwards, the area reverted to a formal 
garden with an accumulation of soil deposits until the 19th century (HER 53907-9, 
ELI175; Site code CBL96). 

 
5.21 An archaeological excavation took place at Caistor Grammar School in 1997, (HER 

ELI7034, Site code: CSC97). This identified Roman and medieval remains. The 



 

 

archaeological investigations took place prior to the replacement of an unstable wall at 
Casterby House within the School complex. 

 
5.22  An archaeological watching brief on the groundworks for new storage sheds and 

associated access ramps at Caistor Grammar School took place in 1997 (Site code 
CG97). The groundwork excavations were relatively shallow. No archaeological deposits 
or finds were recorded during the monitoring. The groundworks took place within an area 
which had already been disturbed by previous development on the site. This site was the 
subject of a scheduled monument consent. 

 
5.23 An archaeological evaluation at Caistor Grammar School in 2002 comprising the 

excavation of a single trial trench revealed the remains of Roman wall foundations (Site 
code: CGSW02). A later retaining wall was not built upon these Roman foundations, but 
on a silty deposit overlying the Roman foundations. The evaluation trench was located 
next to the School Science Block and adjacent to the Roman town walls.  

 
5.24 An archaeological watching brief on new foundations for a sunroom at East Paradise 

Cottage, Church Folly in 2009 did not identify any archaeological features or finds (HER 
ELI10954). A deep and substantial topsoil was identified at this site which suggested that 
the site had been the subject of intensive cultivation for a considerable period before the 
cottages were built. This site was the subject of a scheduled monument consent. 

 
5.25 An undated spring known as the Syfer Spring is located to the south-west of the 

development site (HER 56343). This is one of many such natural springs located in the 
town. It is enclosed by high brick walls on two sides. 

 
5.26 Copies of published Ordnance Survey (O.S.) maps were obtained from the Lincoln Local 

Studies Library and from the Lincolnshire Archives. The extract from the First Edition six 
inch to one mile scale Ordnance Survey (O.S.) map of 1891 shows the present layout of 
the development site largely unchanged since that time. The Old Vicarage is shown set 
back from Church Street to the south-west with a driveway extending off the southern 
frontage of Church Street and leading to the Old Vicarage. To the east of the Old 
Vicarage is a rectangular shaped barn with gardens to the rear. This same site layout is 
repeated on the Second Edition six inch to one mile scale Ordnance Survey (O.S.) map 
of 1907 and on the subsequent 1:10,560 scale O.S. map of 1956 and on the 1:10,000 
scale O.S. map of 1980. 

 
 
6. Methodology 

 
6.1 The archaeological monitoring was undertaken by Neville Hall MIFA at the development 

site on the 16th to the 19th of September 2013. This comprised the recording of the hand 
excavation of two service trenches and a new manhole to connect to existing services in 
the rear garden of the Old Vicarage. These groundworks took place within the scheduled 
area of the Roman walled settlement of Caistor. It was decided not to proceed with the 
remaining elements of this groundworks programme, which comprised the stripping of 
soil and the laying of brick paving in association with the existing drive and the creation of 
a path to the barn. 

 
6.2 Where necessary, surfaces were hand cleaned for examination and recording, and the 

deposit sequences and archaeological deposits observed were recorded on standard 
pro-forma context recording sheets. A plan at a scale of 1:50 was compiled on site of the 
monitored groundworks. This plan is reproduced at a scale of 1:100 on Figure 4. Further 
plans of the surfaces (004), (005), (007) and (008) were also compiled on site at a scale 
of 1:20. These are similarly reproduced at this same scale on Figure 4. A plan of the new 

manhole excavation was also compiled on site at a scale of 1:20. This is similarly 



 

 

reproduced at this same scale on Figure 6. The north facing section of the First Service 
Trench was designated as Section 1 and the north facing section of the Second Service 
Trench was designated as Section 2. Drawings of these two sections were compiled on 
site at a scale of 1:20. These are reproduced at a scale of 1:40 on Figure 5. All four 
sections of the new Manhole excavation were designated as Sections 3a-3d, and 

drawings compiled of same at a scale of 1:20. These are similarly reproduced at this 
same scale on Figure 6. A complimentary digital colour photographic record was also 
maintained which is reproduced here in Appendix 1, Plates 1-35. A list of contexts 
recorded is reproduced in Appendix 2. 

 
6.3 All work was carried out according to the approved Specification and to the Institute of 

Field Archaeologists (IFA) standards and guidance for archaeological watching briefs. 
 
 
7. Results [Figures 4-6; Appendix 1, Plates 1-35] 

 
7.1 The First Service Trench 

 
7.1.1 The first stage of the groundworks programme comprised the hand excavation of a 

service trench to accommodate the installation of new electricity cables, water and 
computer cables. The trench was excavated to a length of 10.90m and a width of 0.30m 
[Plates 2-13]. This trench was excavated to connect new services to existing ones. The 
groundworks area comprised a lawn in the garden at the rear of the Old Vicarage [Plate 
1]. 

 
7.1.2 Following the removal of turf, an imported topsoil horizon (001) was encountered. Below 

this horizon, a made ground deposit (002) was identified. To the east, beyond the lawn 
edge and on the surface was a garden soil deposit (003). At the eastern end of this 
service trench, the imported topsoil horizon (001) directly overlay the garden soil deposit 
(003), which extended to the base of the trench excavation here to a final depth of 0.60m 

below ground levels. 
 
7.1.3 Beyond this, to the west, at a depth of 0.39m below the ground surface, and following the 

hand removal of the imported topsoil horizon (001) and the made ground deposit (002), a 
possible earlier yard surface (004) was encountered. This was sealed by the made 
ground deposit (002). To the east, the edge of this yard surface (004) was denoted by a 

stone edging or coping composed of large, angular ironstone fragments. These stone 
fragments were pitched and appeared to have been rammed into the contemporary 
ground surface. To the west of this stone coping was a small area of reused handmade 
bricks of probable 18th century date which were laid on edge. Fragments of the original 
bonding material composed of a light buff lime mortar were visible on the edges of the 
brick. Further to the west and beyond the edge of the brick area were various limestone 
fragments and several smaller angular ironstone fragments. All of these stone fragments 
along with the brick and stone coping had been laid flat in order to create a level surface. 
This feature may be a former yard surface, which may have been truncated to the west. 
This surface in turn appeared to be laid on a bed of light orange brown sand (016). This 
bedding layer (016) in turn overlay the garden soil deposit (003), which extended to the 

base of this central section of the trench excavation to a depth of 0.72m below ground 
levels. 

 
7.1.4 At a depth of 0.50m below the ground surface, and to the west of the surface (004), a 

stone spread (005) was encountered. This spread included within its make-up several 

medium sized brick fragments and a mixture of small-medium sized angular chalk and 
limestone fragments. An eastern edge to this surface was apparent; though a possible 
western edge appeared to have been truncated by the cutting of a trench for a 20th 
century lead water pipe. This surface may represent a second possible yard surface and 



 

 

may be associated with the surface (004), to the east; the two surfaces, together possibly 

representing a single surface, albeit with a dip in slope or levels to the west and a break 
in between the two surfaces. The surface (005) was above the garden soil deposit (003), 

which extended to the base of this section of the trench excavation to a depth of 0.70m 
below ground levels. 

 
7.1.5 At the western end of this service trench excavation and to the west of the second yard 

surface (005), the deposit sequence consisted of the imported topsoil horizon (001), 
which overlay the garden soil deposit (003). Below the deposit (003) and at the base of 
this western section of the trench excavation was a buried soil horizon (006). The deposit 
(006) was reached at a depth of 0.64m below ground levels with the trench reaching a 

final depth of 0.76m below ground levels. 
 
7.2 The Second Service Trench 

 
7.2.1 This was followed by the hand excavation under archaeological supervision of the second 

service trench. This was excavated to a length of 8.40m and to a width of 0.40m [Plates 
14-24]. This trench was excavated to connect new services to existing ones. The hand 
excavation of this second trench saw the removal of the imported topsoil horizon (001) 
and the underlying made ground deposit (002). At the eastern end of this trench, the 
deposits (001) and (002) overlay the garden soil (003), which extended to the base of the 

trench excavation at depths of 0.60m below ground levels. 
 
7.2.2 To the west, below the made ground deposit (002) and at a depth of 0.40m below ground 

levels, remnants of further former yard surfaces were found. To the east, the first of these 
comprised the surface (007). This was of a rough rubble construction, mostly composed 

of mortar with brick fragments and angular limestone fragments and cobbles of various 
sizes set within a loose, light buff lime mortar. This surface in turn sat on a bedding layer 
of sand (017). This layer extended to the base of the trench excavation at 0.60m below 
ground levels. This surface undoubtedly corresponded to the surface (004), which was 

identified within the first service trench.  
 
7.2.2 Within this trench, the ground levels sloped naturally downwards to the west, so the yard 

surface (007) was found at a slightly higher level than the second such surface (008). 
This second surface was thus found to the immediate west of the surface (007), though at 
a slightly lower level. This second yard surface (008) appeared to correspond with the 
surface (005), which was found within the first service trench. 

 
7.2.3 The surface (008) was also of a rough construction and was largely composed of mortar 

within which were set a number of reused 18
th
 century handmade bricks, which were laid 

on bed within this mortar layer along with several large stone cobbles and angular 
limestone fragments. The whole surface was in turn laid on a bed of sand (018). This 
sand bedding layer (018) in turn overlay a buried soil deposit (010), which extended to 

the base of the trench excavation at depths of 0.80m-1.0m below ground levels. The 
buried soil deposit (010) corresponded to the deposit (006) found within the first trench 
excavation. The yard surface (008) and its bedding layer (018) were truncated to the west 

by the construction of a modern brick lined drain and associated foul sewer. 
 
7.2.4 At the western end of this trench excavation, there was a radical alteration to the deposit 

sequence. The removal of the imported topsoil horizon (001) revealed a modern made 
ground deposit (009). This was a backfill deposit associated with the construction of an 

adjacent modern brick lined drain/chamber and foul sewer ceramic pipe, which was 
located to the immediate west and found within the new manhole excavation. The made 
ground deposit (009) truncated the made ground deposit (002), the yard surface (008) 
and bedding layer (018) and was above aforementioned the buried soil deposit (010). At 
the very western end of this trench the buried soil deposit (010) overlay a make-up 



 

 

deposit (012). The deposits (010) and (012) were also encountered during the excavation 

of adjacent new manhole. 
 
7.3 The Manhole 

 
7.3.1 A little to the south of the western end of the first service trench, a small rectangular 

shaped manhole was excavated at the western end of the second service trench [Plates 
25-35]. There was an initial hand excavation undertaken in order to locate a brick lined 

drain/chamber and foul sewer ceramic pipe. This initial hand excavation went through the 
imported topsoil horizon (001) and the modern made ground deposit (009). The 

drain/chamber and ceramic pipe were finally located at a depth of c.1.20m below the 
ground surface at the base of this excavation. The modern made ground deposit (009) 

extended to the level of the drain/chamber and ceramic pipe. This deposit comprised the 
backfill associated with the construction of this modern brick drain/chamber and 
associated foul sewer ceramic pipe. 

 
7.3.2 During the simultaneous hand excavation of the second service trench, the size of the 

manhole was expanded to achieve final dimensions of 0.90m in length, a width of 0.80m 
and a depth of 1.30m below ground levels. This expansion in the dimensions of the new 
manhole saw removal of further portions of the deposits (001) and (009). 

 
7.3.3 Below the modern made ground deposit (009), the buried soil horizon (010) was 

identified. In places this deposit (010) extended to the base of this excavation. Towards 

the base of this excavation, and at a depth of 1.06m below ground levels, the deposit 
(010) was found to overlie a possible demolition horizon (011). This demolition deposit 

extended to part of the base of the excavation at 1.10m below ground levels. The 
demolition material was composed of stone rubble, brick and tile fragments and mortar 
fragments. 

 
7.3.4 The buried soil horizon (010) also overlay a make-up deposit (012) at the base of the 

excavation at a depth of 1.10m below ground levels. The buried soil horizon (010) further 
overlay a possible rammed chalk floor surface (013). This surface was also sealed by the 
possible demolition horizon (011) and the make-up deposit (012). The surface (013) was 

encountered at the base of the excavation at a depth of 1.20m below ground levels. The 
surface (013) was composed of rammed chalk fragments and may have represented 

either a possible floor surface or a remnant of a possible wall foundation. 
 
7.3.5 The final deposits encountered within the new excavated manhole comprised two modern 

backfill deposits (014) and (015), which comprised fills of the trench excavation for the 
foul sewer ceramic pipe. The pipe trench truncated the buried soil horizon (010). The 
uppermost of these two fills (015) was below the modern deposit (009), with the lower fill 
(014) underlying (015) and extending to the base of the excavation at a depth of 1.30m 

below ground levels. 
 
 
8. Discussion and Conclusions 

 
8.1 The groundworks pertaining to this development, which comprised the hand excavation 

of two new service trenches to connect to existing services and the hand excavation of a 
new manhole were continually monitored and recorded. 

  
8.2 The hand excavation of the two service trenches, which were located in very close 

proximity to each other, identified a modern imported topsoil horizon following the 
removal of turf. Below this was a modern made ground deposit, which was largely 
confined to the area of the existing rear lawn. To the east and west was a garden soil, 



 

 

which within the lawned area was below the modern made ground deposit, and which 
extended to the base of the trench excavations within both service trenches. 

 
8.3 Also below the modern made ground deposit were several various surfaces of varying 

depths. These were all of a rough construction, composed of worked stone, reused 
handmade bricks, (some of which were of 18th century date), limestone and ironstone 
fragments and areas of mortar spreads. These various surfaces were found at slightly 
different levels because of a natural downward slope of the site to the west. It is highly 
likely that these were all various component parts of one single rear yard surface of 
probable 19th century date. This yard probably extended southwards from the existing 
side entrance to the Old Vicarage and probably serviced the nearby outbuilding and 
former stable range. 

 
8.4 To the western end of the two service trenches, parts of the 19th century yard surfaces 

and the garden soils overlay buried soil horizons of probable medieval date. Although 
there is no evidence to support the supposition that these buried soils, which were found 
at the base of the western end of both trenches, were of possible medieval date, as no 
datable finds were retrieved from them, they were found at depth and stratagraphically 
are earlier than the garden soils, (which are of post-medieval to modern origin, since the 
lower levels of the garden soils pre-date the 19th century yard surfaces). 

 
8.5 The excavation of the new manhole exposed a modern brick lined drain/chamber with a 

concrete cover and an associated modern ceramic foul sewer pipe along with several 
modern backfill deposits which were associated with their construction. This construction 
had in turn truncated the 19th century yard surface and also revealed further evidence of 
the possible medieval buried soil horizons. This excavation was much deeper than the 
excavation of the two service trenches, extending to depths of up to 1.30m below ground 
levels. The possible medieval buried soil horizon overlay a possible demolition deposit 
composed of stone rubble, brick and tile fragments and mortar fragments, an associated 
make-up deposit and a possible remnant of a rammed chalk surface or a small fragment 
of a wall foundation. These latter remains were all found at the greater depths at the base 
of this excavation, so it may be possible to attribute these remains and deposits to the 
Romano-British period. Once again, as there were no datable finds from here, there is no 
evidence to support this; however as they were found at greater depths and as they may 
be sealed by possible medieval buried soils, they may be of earlier Romano-British origin. 

 
8.6 It was decided not to proceed with the remaining elements of this groundworks 

programme, which comprised the stripping of soil and the laying of brick paving in 
association with the existing drive and the creation of a path to the barn. 
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Appendix 1: Plates 
 
The First Service Trench 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 3: Yard surface (004), from the 

east 

Plate 1: Pre-groundworks, from the 

south-west 

Plate 2: Hand excavation of the first 

service trench, from the south-east 

Plate 4: Yard surface (004), from the 

west 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Plate 5: Yard surface (004), from the east 

Plate 6: Yard surface (004), from the 

west 

Plate 7: Yard surface (004), from the 

east 

Plate 8: Hand excavation of the first 

service trench, from the east 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 9: Yard surface (005), from the 

east 

Plate 10: Yard surface (005), from the 

west 

Plate 11: Hand excavation of the first 

service trench, from the south-east 

Plate 12: Hand excavation of the first 

service trench, from the south-east 

Plate 13: Completed hand excavation of 

the first service trench, from the north-
east 



 

 

The Second Service Trench 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 14: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the south-west 

Plate 15: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the south-east 

Plate 16: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the west 

Plate 17: Surfaces (007) & (008), from 

the west 

Plate 18: Surfaces (007) & (008), from 

the east 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 19: In situ 18
th
 century handmade 

bricks found within the mortar matrix of 

the surface (008), from the east 

Plate 21: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the west 

Plate 20: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the west 

Plate 22: Completed hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the east 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Manhole 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 23: Completed hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the east 

Plate 25: Initial hand excavation of the 

new manhole, from the west 

Plate 24: Completed hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the west 

Plate 28: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the west 

Plate 27: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the west 

Plate 26: Expanded hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the west 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 29: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the west 

Plate 30: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the east 

Plate 31: Hand excavation of the second 

service trench, from the north 

Plate 32: Completed hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the west 

Plate 33: Completed hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the south 

Plate 34: Completed hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the north 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Plate 35: Completed hand excavation of 

the second service trench, from the east 



 

 

Appendix 2: List of Contexts 

 
The First Service Trench 

 
001 Imported topsoil horizon. Friable, dark grey brown sandy silt with frequent small angular 

stones. Above (002) & (003). Recorded in Section 1. Depth - 0.10m. 
 
002 Made ground deposit. Friable, dark grey brown sandy silt matrix with small-medium chalk 

fragments 5%-20%, frequent small-medium brick/tile fragments, small angular & small 
flint fragments, moderate small-medium brick fragments and occasional small charcoal 
fragments & flecking. Below (001) & above (004) & (005). Recorded in Section 1. Depth - 

0.39m. 
 
003 Garden soil deposit. Friable, dark grey brown sandy silt with small-medium chalk 

fragments 5%, frequent small angular stones & small-medium brick/tile fragments and 
occasional small-medium ironstone fragments & small charcoal fragments & flecking. 
Below (001), (002), (005) & (016) & above (006). Recorded in Section 1. Depth - 

>0.54m. 
 
004 Possible yard surface found at depth within the first service trench. This feature may be a 

former yard surface, which may have been truncated to the west. Composed of a stone 
coped edge with stone fragments and brick laid flat to create a level surface. Below (002) 
& above (016). Recorded in Section 1. Length - 1.96m, width - >0.30m, depth - 0.08m. 

 
005 Second possible surface probably associated with (004) Composed of brick and stone 

fragments, truncated to the west. Below (002) & above (003). Recorded in Section 1. 

Length - 1.42m, width - >0.30m, depth - 0.09m. 
 
006 Buried soil horizon. Friable, mid orange brown sandy silt with small chalk fragments 1% & 

occasional small fragments of charcoal & flecking. Fairly clean and homogeneous 
deposit. Below (003). Same as (010). Recorded in Section 1. Depth - >0.12m. 

 
016 The possible yard surface (004) was laid on a bed of light orange brown sand. Below 

(004) & above (003). Recorded in Section 1. Length - 1.96m, width - >0.30m, depth - 

0.04m. 
 
The Second Service Trench 

 
001 Imported topsoil horizon. As with the first service trench. Above (002), (003) & (009). 

Recorded in Section 2. Depth – 0.16m. 

 
002 Made ground deposit. As with the first service trench. Below (001) & (009) above (007) & 

(008). Recorded in Section 2.  Depth – 0.34m. 

 
003 Garden soil horizon. As with the first service trench. Below (002) & (007). Recorded in 

Section 2.  Depth - >0.44m. 

 
007 Yard surface of rough rubble construction found at a depth of 0.40m below ground levels. 

Mostly composed of a friable light buff lime mortar within which were set a moderate 
density of medium sized brick fragments, a frequent density of medium-large sized 
angular limestone fragments and several large stone cobbles, frequent small chalk 
fragments. Below (002) & above (017) & (003). Recorded in Section 2. Length – 2.04m, 

width >0.40m, depth – 0.08m. 
 
017 The yard surface (007) was laid on a bed of light orange brown sand. Below (007). 

Recorded in Section 2. Length - 2.04m, width >0.40m, depth – 0.04m. 



 

 

 
008 Yard surface of rough construction found below the made ground deposit (002). Largely 

composed of a friable, light buff lime mortar with frequent small angular stones, small 
chalk fragments and small fragments of charcoal and flecking. Several 18

th
 century 

handmade bricks were found laid on bed within this mortar layer. Above (018). Recorded 
in Section 2. Length – 1.70m, width - >0.40m, depth – 0.10m. 

 
009 Modern made ground backfill deposit associated with the construction of a nearby 

modern brick lined drain/chamber and foul sewer. Friable. mid orange brown sandy silt 
with small chalk fragments 5%, small-medium brick/tile fragments 5% and small angular 
stones 1%, frequent small fragments of charcoal and flecking & small-medium mortar 
fragments. Above & truncated (002), (008), (018) and (010). Below (001). Recorded in 
Section 2. Depth – 0.65m. 

 
010 Buried soil horizon. Friable, mid grey brown sandy silt with small chalk fragments & 

flecking 10%, frequent small fragments of charcoal & flecking, moderate small fragments 
& flecking of mortar & small angular stones. Above (012) & below (009) & (018). Same as 
(006). Recorded in Section 2.  Depth - >0.34m. 

 
012 Make-up deposit. As with the second service trench. Below (010). Recorded in Section 

2. Depth - >0.06m. 

 
018 The yard surface (008) was laid on a bed of light orange brown sand. Below (008). 

Recorded in Section 2. Length – 1.70m, width - >0.40m, depth – 0.04m. 

 
The Manhole 

 
001 Imported topsoil horizon. As with the first and second service trenches. Above (009). 

Recorded in Sections 3a-3d. Depth - 0.12m. 

 
009 Modern made ground backfill deposit associated with the construction of the brick lined 

drain/chamber and foul sewer as with the second service trench. Below (001) & above 
(010) & (015). Recorded in Sections 3a-3d. Depth - 0.94m. 

 
010 Buried soil horizon. As with the second service trench. Below (009) & (015) & above 

(011), (012) & (013). Recorded in Sections 3a-3d. Depth - >0.54m. 

 
011 Possible demolition deposit. Composed of stone rubble and brick/tile fragment rubble 

within a matrix of a friable, dark grey brown sandy silt with small-medium angular stones 
30%, and frequent small light buff mortar fragments and small charcoal fragments & 
flecking. Below (010) & (014). Recorded in Sections 3a & 3d. Depth - >0.14m. 

 
012 Make-up deposit. Friable, light orange brown sandy silt with occasional small fragments 

of charcoal & flecking. Below (010), (011) & (013). Recorded in Sections 3b & 3c. Depth 

- >0.20m. 
 
013 Possible rammed surface of chalk or a foundation remnant at the base of the excavation. 

Composed of chalk fragments, truncated by the modern ceramic foul sewer pipe and 
brick/drain chamber. Below (011) & above (012). Recorded in Section 3b. Depth - 

>0.14m. 
 
014 Lower backfill of the trench for a modern ceramic foul sewer pipe. Friable, dark grey 

brown sandy silt with small brick/tile fragments 20%, small chalk fragments 10% and 
frequent small mortar fragments and small angular stones. Below (015). Recorded in 
Section 3d. Depth - >0.15m. 

 



 

 

015 Upper backfill of the trench for a modern ceramic foul sewer pipe. Backfill of the trench 

for a modern ceramic foul sewer pipe. Friable, mid grey brown sandy silt with small-
medium chalk fragments 20%, and frequent small-medium brick/tile fragments, small 
mortar fragments & small angular stones. Above (014) & below (009). Recorded in 
Section 3d. Depth -0.42m. 
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