
Quaker Meeting House, Worthing 

34 Mill Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 5DR 

National Grid Reference: TQ 13084 02872 

  

  

Statement of Significance 

The meeting house is a converted garage and boathouse of the inter-war 
period built behind a late Victorian detached house. It has low heritage value. 
 
Evidential value 
The meeting house may yield further evidence on its date of construction and 
original use. It has low evidential value. 
 
Historical value 
The building appears to have been built as an unusually large garage and 
boat house with a first-floor library. It has low historical value. 
 
Aesthetic value 
The meeting house shares several features with inter-war suburban houses, 
including the half-timbered gable and the rough cast. Its appearance has been 
altered by two extensions. It has low aesthetic value. 
 
Communal value 
The building has been in community use for nearly 60 years, including as a 
school and since 1957 as Quaker meeting house with additional community 
use. It has high communal value. 



Part 1: Core data 

1.1 Area Meeting: Sussex West 

1.2 Property Registration Number: 0005420 

1.3 Owner: Area Meeting 

1.4 Local Planning Authority: Worthing Borough Council 

1.5 Historic England locality: South East  

1.6 Civil parish: Worthing NPA 

1.7 Listed status: Not listed 

1.8 NHLE: N/a 

1.9 Conservation Area: Mill Road 

1.10 Scheduled Ancient Monument: No 

1.11 Heritage at Risk: No 

1.12 Date(s):  1930s 

1.13 Architect(s): Not established 

1.14 Date of visit:  18 August 2015 

1.15 Name of report author: Johanna Roethe 

1.16 Name of contact(s) made on site: Mike Brayshaw 

1.17 Associated buildings and sites: None 

1.18 Attached burial ground: No 

1.19 Information sources:  

Butler, D.M., The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain, 1999, vol. 2, p. 613 
Historical notes of 2015 based on a paper by Maggie M. Goodrich, November 1987 
Local Meeting survey by Derek Bond, June 2015 
 
Part 2: The Meeting House & Burial Ground: history, contents, use, setting and 
designation 

2.1. Historical background  

By 1843, there was a Quaker burial ground in Worthing (location unknown). A meeting 
existed by 1925, using rented rooms. In 1946, a house at 47 Downview Road was acquired. It 
was sold when the present meeting house was bought for £7,000 in 1957. This is a large 
outbuilding built behind a house called ‘Pendle’ (1899). It first appears on the Ordnance 
Survey map of 1953-4 and probably dates from the 1930s.  

In 1909, the house was owned by Major E.W. Margesson who presumably erected what is 
now the meeting house. He is thought to have used it as a garage and boathouse with a 
library on the floor above. On his death in 1946, the house and the outbuilding were used as 
a school run by Miss L. Hudson. In 1957, ‘Pendle’ was transferred to Worthing Friends 
(Quakers) Housing Society and was converted into flats (including a warden’s flat). At the 



time of the visit (August 2015), it was about to be transferred to Pearson’s and St Elizabeth’s 
Cottage Homes, a subsidiary charity of Worthing Homes.  

2.2. The building and its principal fittings and fixtures 

The building is aligned roughly north-south with the main elevation facing south. The plan of 
the original building was roughly oblong. The entrance is in a large single-storey extension to 
the east; another single-storey extension with windows projects to the south. (The latter 
replaced a glazed canopy shown on the 1950s OS map, as well as large garage doors.) The 
meeting house is of two full storeys with an attic. The ground floor has external brick walls in 
stretcher bond, while the upper floor has rough cast render. The L-plan pitched roof has a 
half-timbered gable to the south and a half-hipped roof to the east with a dormer. The roof is 
tiled. The windows are small-paned casements of both timber and metal. On the north 
elevation the windows have segmental brick arches; there is also a bricked-up former door 
opening. 

The large downstairs room, which would have been the garage and boathouse, has 
prominent ceiling beams (photo bottom right). To the north is the kitchen and toilets; 
further toilets and a small meeting room are in the east extension. A stair just to the east of 
the main ground-floor room leads to the upper floors. On the first floor there is a landing 
(which also serves as the library) with woodblock floor and the attic stair. The meeting room 
occupies the large room on the first floor (photo bottom left). This also has a woodblock floor 
as well as a plain skirting board and picture rail. The upper parts of the doors between lobby 
and meeting room have leaded small-paned glass panels. The attic has walls of Fletton brick, 
timber posts between the floor and the purlins, and large beams on top of the boarded floor 
which are strengthened by iron plates on either side. 

2.3 Loose furnishings 

The meeting room has six open-backed benches which are very similar to some at the 
meeting house at Brighton (qv). They have curved armrests on turned supports and sturdy 
iron straps between the legs which can be screwed to the floor. 

2.4. Attached burial ground (if any) 

Not applicable 

2.5. The meeting house in its wider setting  

Mill Road (A259), a conservation area, has predominantly large detached or semi-detached 
late Victorian and early Edwardian houses. The house known as ‘Pendle’ is located towards 
the road, while the meeting house is set further back. To the rear of the meeting house is a 
garden. To the east of the east extension is a shed used as buggy store. 

2.6. Listed status  

The building is not listed and is not considered to be candidate for listing. 

2.7. Archaeological potential of the site 

Mill Road was laid out in the late nineteenth century and before that the area was 
agricultural fields. There has been no previous building on the site of the meeting house. The 
site has low archaeological potential. 

 

 


