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ffi}IB thanks of all archreologists, especially of this county,

lH Kffil are due to Mr. Aklerman Gee, Mayor of Chesterfield,

lffi-Bffil for the spirit and enterprise that he has shown in caus-

ing the publication, at his own expense, of all that remains of the

records of the ancient Borough of Chesterfield. Publication is the

chief conservative source that we possess in the preservation of our

old muniments. When it is known that an intelligent public have

before them printed lists or transcripts of archives, the consciences

of Chapter Clerks, Town Clerks, and other responsible officials,

will be considerably quickened.

It is most melancholy to note the shameless carelessness that has

characterised the custody of the Chesterfield archives during the

past one hundred years. In r789, that celebrated local antiquary,

Dr. Pegge, drew up a schedule of the evidences, charters, etc,

that were then in the Chesterfield Corporation chest. This list

is bound up with Dr. Pegge's MS. Derbyshire Collections, which

he bequeathed to the College of Arms. It is printed in full in
this volume. Mr. John Cutts, for so many years Town Clerk of

Chesterfield, soon after his appointment, did a most practical and

serviceable work in printing a list of "all charters, deeds, books,

books of accouDt, and all documents and effects belonging to the

Corporation of Chesterfieid." This list was printed in r857'

Since that date nothing has been lost. Would that Dr. Pegge had

* "Records of the Borouqh of Chester6eld;" being a series of extracts

from the Archives o[ the Colporation of Chesterfield, collected by G' -lY[
t""t-on, Eiq., of Lincoln'i Inn, Barrister'at-Law. Chesterfield : Wilfred
Edmunds.
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printed his list in the ,, Gentleman's Magazine,,, to which he was
so frequent a contributor. Had this been done, the disgraceful
loss or purloining of public property would in all probability not
have occurred. As it is, nearly fifty of the seventy schedulerl
items of Dr. Pegge's list had disappeared when Mr. Cutts drew up
his list in 1857; some of the greatest interest and value. Dr.
Pegge's schedule also affords evidence of the comparatively recent
loss of " the Black Book,,' wherein rvere copies of all the ancient
charters, evidences as to customs, etc., and which was extant in
his days. Possibly it may be in my power to give some faint clue
that 'may lead to the recovery of some of the missing archives.
In the autumn of 1866, when in conversation with the late Mr.
Waller, of Clresterfield, in his house in the Market place, on tlre
subject of rnodern trades' unions and their connection with
medieval guilds, Mr. Wailer remarked, ,, I have,,' or, (,, I can show
you ") my memory does not serve me as to which expression was
used) " some medieval rolls that f can,t make out, but they refer
to guilds at Chesterfield and Dronfield.', f'his was to be done
when we both had more leisure. In r868, when at the College of
Arms, I copied out Dr. Pegge,s list of the Chesterf,eld archives,
and was struck with the mention of the Guild Rolls of Dronfield
and Chesterfield. I wrote to Mr. W'aller on the subject I he re-
plied that very likely they were those he had named, and renewed
his promise of showing them to me. Unfortunately, through
mutual nrisunderstanding and dilatoriness, my inspection of them
never took place. Perhaps communications with the represen_
tatives of the late Mr. Waller might lead to the recovery of these
and other missing archives.

Chesterfield, however, still preserves a remarkable and original
series of Royal Charters, as well as other valuable and interesting
documents. Mr. Gee's scholarly munificence has caused the
rvhole of these documents to be printed in extenso, with various
fac-similes of the more interesting ones, as well as drawings of
seals, and the result is a beautifully printed and handsome volume
of about 2oo pages. The work of transcribing, translating, aqd
editing these archives was entrusted to the capable pen of Mr.
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Pym Yeatman, and most ably has he done his task. The Intro-

duction is helpful and original, its only fault being its brevity.

I have only two or three criticisms to offer. The first Charter is

damaged in parts, and lacks the king's name. But it is beyond

doubt a charter of King John, which might as well have been

stated. I do not agree with the translation, in all its particulars,

of Lord Wake's Charter (temp. Edwd. I.) to the burgesses. For

instance, I take it that braciacor, P. 34, is the baker, and pistor

the miller. At all events lsraciacor cannot be a " brewer," but

perhaps both terms are for different varieties of bakers. Coreas,

page 35, is not " wax," but hides; it rea<1s coreas oel 1)elles, that is,

hides or skins. Pane braiaco should be translated barley bread,

and not " malted bread." I take it that tirzctor should be ren-

dered " dyerr" and not tt painter."

Every Derbyshire man of letters, and therefore every member

of our Society, ought to have this volume. The following is a

copy of its Table of Contents, in addition to the Introduction.

J. Cnenrrs Cox, Editor.

I.-Charter of King * * * to William Brewer'

II.-Charter of King Henry II. to the Burgesses of Nottingham'

Ill.-Charter of John, Earl of Mortain' to the Burgesses of Notting-

ham.

IV.-Charter of King John to Burgesses of Nottingham.

V.-Charter of l{ing John to the Burgesses of Derby'

Vl.-Charter of I(ing John to Richard, son of Williarn Brewer.

Vll.-Chartet of I(ng John to Wm. Brewer, the younger'

VIII.-Concord between Wm. Brewer, the younger, and the Burgesses

of Chesterfield.

IX.-Charter of King Henry III. to the Borough of Chesterfield.

X.-Charter of John, Lord Wake, to the Borough of Chesterfield'

Xl.-Charter of King Edward IV. to the Borough of Chesterfield'

Xll.-Certificate of King Edward IV. that Chester6eld was a Borough

of ancient demesne to the Crown'

XIII.-Charter of King Henry VII' to the Borough of Chester6eld'

XlV.-Charter of King Henry VIII' to the Borough of Chester6eld'

XV,-Charter of King Edward VI' to the Borough of Chesterfield'

XVI.-rst Charter of Queen Elizabeth to the Borough of Chesterfield'

' XVIL-znd Charter of Queen Elizabeth-certificate that Chesterfield

was a Borough of Ancient Demesne of the Crown'
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XVIIL-3rd Charter or Queen Elizabeth to the Borough of Chesterfield.

XlX.-Charter of I(ing Charles IL to the Borough of Chesterfield.

XX,-Gryssop's Composition respecting the Customs of Chesterfieki,
XXI.-The Composition of the 6th Oct., Sth Elizabeth, respecting the

Customs of Chesterfield.
XXII.-The 4th Charter of Queen Elizabeth inspecting the Compo-

sitions.

XXIIL-The Composition with the Earl of Shrewsbury of the 4th
January, roth Elizabeth.

XXIIII.-23 Nov,, Ilenry VI., Pardon under the Great Seal to the Guitd
of the Holy Cross.

XXIV.-5 Hen. IV., Lease of the Manor of Chesterfield. from Joan,
Countess of Kent.

XXV,-Wn. II. The King's Charter to St. Mary's, Lincoln, respect-

ing the Church of Chesterfeld.
XXVI.-s. d, Charter of Wm. fil Ranulf, of Chesterfield, to Robert fil

Edward de Chesterfield.

XXVII.-Charter of Robert fil Susannah de Rousely to trValter Clark, of
ChesterEeld.

XXVIII.-Charter of Robert de Peck, of Chesterfield, to Peter fil Hugh, of
Brimington.

XXIX.-.Charter of John Fitz Isaac, of Chesterfield, to Beauchief Abbey.

XXX.-Charter of Alan fil Gunild, of Chesterfield, to Beauchief Abbey.
XXXI.-\Yill of William Fitz-Norman, of Taddington.

XXXll.-Commemoration at Beauchief Abbey of Chester6eld Worthies.
XXXIII.-Charter of Wm, Briges, of Chesterfield, to Beauchief Abbey.
XXXIV.-Chartet of Peter del Hirst and Maud, his wile, to lleauchief

Abbey.
XXXV.-Charter of Richard Bonus, of Chesterfield, to Beauchief Abbey.
XXXVL-Charter of Robert Wiggley to Sir John Ryggeway, of Chester-

field,
XXXVII.-Charter of Hugo fil Hugo, of Dockmanton, to John Bond, of

, Chesterfield,

XXXVIIL-Charter of Hugo Brito, of Walton, to the Dean of Lincoln,
XXXIX.-Charter of Henry fil Roger llate, of Newbold, to Roger fil

Henry de Newbold.
Xl.-Charter of Robert lfayston, of Chesterfield, to Richard fil

Bond, of Chesterfield.

XLI.-Charter of Ralf Brito del Hertwyc, to Jocelyn de llaremere.

XLII.-25 Hy. III., Charter of Sarra, widow of Ral[ the Clerk, to
Adam Venell, of Chesterfield.

XLIIL-s, d. Charter of Jolrn de Sutton, of Nottingham, and Matilda

Bond, to Richard cle Aston,
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XLIV,-s, d. Charter of Peter Tinctor, of Chesterfield, to Peter fil
Hugh de Dockmanton.

XLV.-s. d. Charter of John Arcwryt, of Chesterfield, to the Guild
of the Blessed Mary of Chesterfield.

XLVI.-s. d. Charter of John fil John Bond de Chesterfield, to Margerie,
his sister,

XLVII.-2I Ed, I., Charter of John de Calale to Roger de Mannesfield.
XLVIII.-s. d. Charter of Adam fil Hugo de Lincoln.

XLIX.-s. d. Charter of Hugh fil Hugh de Dockmanton to John Bond,
of Chesterfield,

L.-26 Ed,. r, Charter of Emma, widow of Adam de Beat, of Ches-
ter6eld, to Stephen, her brother.

LI.-3o Ed. I. Charter of William fil William Pistor, of Chester-
field, to Roger fil Galfred de Walton.

LII.-tl Ed. II. Charter of Roger de Mablethorpe to Gilbert, his
brother.

LIII.-14 Eci. II. Charter of Isabella, 6l John fil Roger fil Hore, to
John fil Ranulf fil Reginald de Holywelgate.

LIV.-I6 Ed. IL Charter of John fil William fit Edde de Chester-
field to Richard le Archer.

LV.-r6 Ed. II. Charter of John fil Richard Bond, of Chesterfield,

. to Roger de Mannesfield.

LVI.-I4 Ed. III. Charter of Richard Albeyne, of Chesterfield,
LVIL-I5 Ed. III. Charter of Nicholas Fox to Adam Horn.

LVIIL-r8 Ed, III. Charter of William Hyas, of Chesterfield, to John
fiI Roger fil Ranulf de Halywell.

LIX.-zo lld. III. Charter of Richard Folijambe to Henry de ltamp.
ton, of Chesterfield.

LX,-3+ Ed. III. Charter of John de Wytington to William Aleyn,
of Chester6eld.

LXI.-46 Ed. III. Charter of John Bond,
LXII.-46 Ed. IIL The Kingl Charter to Richard de Chesterfield.

LXIIa,-49 Ed. III. Charter of John Foljambe to William Hack-
holder.

LXIIL-4 Ric, III. The King's Charter to Richard de Chesterfield.
LXIV.-I6 Ric. II. The King's Charter to William de Horbury.
LXV.-I4 Ric. It. Charter of William del Lowe to Roger del Hard-

wyk and Johanna his wife.

LXVL-r7 Ric. IL Charter of Thomas de Nevil to John de Mannes-
field de Chesterfield.

LXVII.-I9 Ric. II. Charter of John 6l John de Horsley to John
Rankell. 

r
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LXVIII.-Io Apl., r48r, Charter of William de Calale, of Norntanton,

toJohn de Barley,
LXIX.-Hy. VI. Charter of Henry Gothe to Richard Cook de Ches-

terfield.
LXX,-23 Hy, VL Charter of Ralt Lord Cromwell, aud others, to

John Wilson.
LXXI.-3r Hy. V, Charter of Thomas, son of John Foljambe, to Henry,

his brother.
LXXII.-3 Ed. IV. Charter of William fiI John Shaw to Richartl Asche.

LXXIII.-I6 Ed. IV, Charter of John Ilethcote, o{ Chesterfield, to

William lVhithel.
LXXIV.-Hy, VII. Receipt Robert Barley to Henry Foljambe.

LXXV.-6 Hy. VIL Charter of John Asche de Chesterfield to Ilenry
Foljambe.

LXXVI.-r9 Hy. VII. Charter of Thomas llervey, of Chesterfield' to

Gilbert Foljambe.
LXXVII.-3 Hy. IV. Charter of Alice, widow of Ralph Papplewick, to

William Frenyngham.
LXXVIII.-32 Hy. VIII. The King's Charter to the Guild of the Blessed

Mary.
LXXIX.-23 Sept., 1562. Power of Attorney from George, Earl of

Shrewsbury.

LXXX.-I Aug., 16zr. Faculty for Seats in Church for the Mayor and

Alclermen and their wives.

LXXXI.-3 Nov., 1658. Lease of the Town Hall from Lord 1\{ans6eld

(Commonwealth.)

LXXXII.-I4Chas. II. Expulsion of the Mayor and Alderrnen (Restora-

tion.)
LXXXIII.-3 NIay, t675. License from the Duke of Newcastle to buikl a

Market House.

Dr. Pegge's List of Corporation Recortls, 1789.

Mr, Cutts' List of Corporation Records, 1857.

List of Mayors, Bailiffs, Aldermen, etc.

List of Town Clerlis.

Burgess Roll, No. r.
Burgess Roll, No. z.

r Ed. III. List of Inhabitants Assessed to the Subsidy.

43B,liz, List of Inhabitants Assessed to the Subsidy.

z Ily. lY, to [Iy. V. Hundred Roll of Scarsdale of this date.

Papers relating to the Appointrnents to the office of Town Clerk'


