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lEladl some six centuries passed before all restrictions in

trading were rernoved throughout the kingdom. Not-
withstanding the provisions of the Magna Carta, liberties were
given and confirmed to certain towns, amongst which was the
right to a Gild Merchant. This was the exclusive right of trading
in the borough. Derby had a Gild Merchant previous to the
time of King John, for the Gild was confirmed by him, and
afterwards by Henry III. and Edward III.

In r33o, the Burgesses of Derby were summoned to answer to
the king by what warrant they claimed certain liberties, amongst
which was the right to the Gild Merchant. According to the
enquiry then made, certain indivirluals were jointly united, and
asserted that they were of the Gild Merchant, and did not permit
others to be of the same Gild unless they satisfierl them before-
hand li,e., paid a satisfactory 6ne]. No one could come into
the town and sell his wares to anyone except to a member of
the said society, and this at the pleasure of the buyer. Foreign
merchants could only vend their merchandise wholesale, and
then only to one of the brethren. The profit arising therefrom
did not accrue to the advantage of the community o[ the town,
but only to that of the members of the society, and these usages

redounded to the injury, oppression, and pauperisation of the
people. By reason of the Gild Merchant no foreign merchant
could buy wholesale, wine, wool, woolfells, leather, or lead, from
any foreigner, except from members of the same Gild, ,l'he
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II4 THE DERBY COMPANY OF MERCERS.

custom prevailed amongst them, that if anyone brought neat's

leather, wool or woolfells into Derby to sell, and one of the Gild

placed his foot on the thing to be bought, no one but a member

of the Society would dare to buy it, nor would the melchant dare

to sell it save to a tnember, nor for a higher price than that which

the member of the Society offered.* The burgesses paid a fine of

forty marks, and Edward III. restored to them the various liberties

which he had questioned ; among them that of a Gild Merchant,

which wai not to be used for the oppression of the people.

, According to Dr. Gross, the Gild Merchant consisted of
merchants and of artisans. About a cel)tury and a half after the

first mention of a Gild Merchant, craft gilds came into existence.

Each society consisted of workers in one branch of trade; and as

labour became more subdivided, the number of these craft Silds

increased. As the master craftsmen became more influential, the

regulation of trade passed more and more into their hands, and

eventually the Gild Merchant was replaced by the aggregate of
craft societies. This change can be traced in various recortls;

and in town charters the expression Gild Merchant disappeared,

and that of freeman or burgess was substituted. In Derby, for

example, the Charter of John (similar to that given to Nottingham)

confirmed to Derby a Gild Merchant, whilst in the Charter of

James it was ordered that no stranger should trade except at

markets and fairs I and according to our present charter, granted

by Charles II. in 168o (five years after the formation of the

Derby Company of Mercers), no person except a burgess or

freeman of the borough was to exercise any occupation or mystery,

or use any shop for the sale of merchandise in the borough,

unless at the marts and markets.

The next step was the organization of the craft gilds into a

single society : as Dr. Gross says, " the parts into which the old

Gild Merchant had resolved itself were again fused into one body,

which bccupied a place in the civic polity, similar in many

respects to that of the ancient Gild Merchant."

* Rot. Chart, r38. " Placita de quo warranto, 158--.16o.", An English
translation is given by Dr. Gross in hii " Gild Merchant," Vol. I.r PP. 40' 4r.
The above is an abstract,
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. [fe gives amongst others the follorving examples:_,, In 1616

the Mercers, Company of Faversham 
*was 

established by the
Corporation. No person not free of the Company was to trade
in the Town. Fellowship was not to interlre with the govern-

ment of the Town, but onry to deal with trade. This was

confirmed by the justices of assize for Kent. Fifty_two trades

were included in the Company.
..At Wallingford, all trades within the Borough were to consist

of one body, to be called the Company of Or"p..r.
t'In some places where tfr" 

".uft, 
were not numerous, the

Company of Mercers included bott, generai dealers and such as

traded only in one kind of ware. In'lurge. to*n., us in London,
production was so extensive, and subdirision of occupation so

great, that there was no Company of Merchants at all, but
Grocers, Mercers, Drapers, etc., had their separate associations . . ,

These Companies were xot very numerous, and their organisation

differed very much in different places.,,

This introduction, for wt ictr f am mainly indebted to Dr.
Gross' book, and fror

precedin g page s, w, r J-ilr',"' *ffi ,,fr:,["t:_.j:l r::,,1];
of the Derby Company of Mercers.

Derby is poor in rnunicipal records , owing to the fire which
burnt down the Town Hall in the early part of this century

I believe the only records relating to the Mercers, Company
are those in the possession of my father, Mr. H. H. Bemrose,

which he has lent me for the purpose of writing this paper
They were given to him more than thirty years ago by the late
Mr. John Sandars (Mayor 1839-4o), together with several other
papers of interest relating to Derbyshire. i\[r. Sandars had kept
them in a desk in the Moot hall, used by him as a warehouse.

The minute book was lent for a short time to the Iate Mr.
LI. Jewitt, who gai,e a few extracts from it in his articles on

" Derbyshire Tokens,,, and on, 'Public-house Signs in Derby." l'
Beyond these, and a mention of the existence of the Charter and
Company in Appendix I. to the Derby Corporation Act, rg77,

* See " The Religuary.',
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written by my father, there is no mention of this Mercers'
Company. The object of this paper is to place on record the
g.*i ly-l"*s, etc', of the Company' and to give a slight sketch

of the work done by it, such as can be gathered from the few

documents, etc., extant.
TheY consist of-

(a) The original grant from the Corporatton'
(A) The minute-book or records'
(r) An agreen)ent between the Company and John Booth'
(/; Several certifrcates of mer-nbership' or rather of brethren-

shiP. And
(e) A roll of the officers in rTzo'

The minute book consisted of 372 pages' numbered by hand'
a title page, and two blank pages at the beginning' and one at the

end; altogether 376 pugt'' .lt'" size of the book is r8t by 7

inches. It is full bound in parchment, and fastened with two

pairs of coarse tape ties. On each page is a margin of z:} inches

made by a red line ruled from top to bottom' On each sheet

rS{ by 14 inches (two pages) are two watermarks' one a bird with
fruit placed in a circle oi 

"'o 
inches in diameter' with a simple

inter;al border ; and the other a simple design, probably a mono-
g.rrn, on another Part of the sheet'

Atitrougn on the title page it is stated that there 
^re 

272 pages

in the book, there have fel" lott one hundred more' The mis-

takehasbeenmadeatpage3rr,whichhasbeenwronglynumbered zrt, and the error is continue'l throughout the book'
The first thirteen pages contain a coPy of the grant' of the

warden's bond, of the'm"embers' bond' of the two obligations and

subscriptionsofmembers.Pages14to49areblank.Theminutes occupy pages 50 to r33, with the exception of pp' rl8 to
rzr, which 

"r" 
rnirting, and which were torn out viith pages r34

to ,37. The alphabetical list of apprentices occupies pages 32r
lo 352,and the rest are blank' Pages 236 to 278 have beeu cut
out with a sharp instrument, and those from 279 to 234 have

been used for pressing leaves, and' as a result' parts of them have
become rotten.
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II8 THE DERBY COMPANV OF MERCERS.

Gnarr ro rHE Coup.e,Nv oF MERCERS.

[The original grant to the Mercers' Company is +'ritten on two

skins of parchment 3r by 25+ inches and 2* by z5! inches

respectively. The men.rorandum concerning the sealing and

confirmation of the by-laws is on the back of the first skin. The
grant has been copied into the minute book, and the spelling of
some of the words been altered. Below, I have followed the
spelling and wording of the grant, but arranged it in paragraphs,

and inserted marginal notes for easier reference.]

@o atl Eltishan peopge to whom theis

p'sent writeings shall come. Wee the Maior & Burgesses of
the Burrough of Derby in the County of Derby send greetinge.

fi$eteLg by severall Letters Pattents, Granted by severall

of his Mati" Progenitors Ancestors & Predecessors Kings &
Queenes of this his Highness Realme of England, and con-
firmed by his most sacred & most excellent Majesti" King
Charles the Second, now King of England, Scotland, ffrance,
and Ireland, Defender of the ffaith &c. by his Letters Pattents
under the great Seale of England, lVee the Major & Burgesses

of the Burrough of Derby aforesaid, are authorized & enabled
to make Orders & By Laws for the good & wholesome
governmt of the said Burrough of Derby ; & findeing by
experience that the erectinge of Companies & Societies for the
Inspection & regulating of trade & commerce in the said
Burrough, and avoydinge fraudes and deceipts in the way of
trade, which are scandalous to tradsmen, and tend much to
the impoverishinge and damage of honest & just dealers,
Wee have therefore thought ffitt, accordinge to the laudable
practice & precedents of the Citty of london, and divers
other Citties Burroughes and Corporations within this Realme,
approved & allowed to ordayng, erect, constitute, rnake, and
create the Mercers, Apothecaryes, Grocers, Ironmongers,
Uphoulsters, and l\Iilliners of this Burrough, into a Company,
Society, ffraternity, or Brotherhood, to be governed, Inspected,
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& Regulated by a Steward, two Wardens, and tenn Brothers,
by the name of the Company, Society, ffraternity, or Brother-
hood of Mercers.

@nb wee doe by theis presents, as much as in us is, make,
erecte, constitute, ordaine, and create the said Mercers,
Apothecarys, Grocers, Ironmongers, Uphoulsters, & Miltiners
into one Company, Societye, ffraternitye & Brotherhood, in all
tymes to come, to be governed, regulated & ordered by a

Steward, two Wardens and tenn Brothers o[ the sanre trades.
And wee doe further by these presents, make, constitute,

& appoynte John Taylor mercer, to be present Steward of the
said Company, Societye, fraternitye, & Brotherhood untilt
Tuesday in Easter weeke next but one ensueing after the date
of theis presents.

@nD ttrat the said present Steward & his successors shall
have precedency in all meetings and assemblies of the said
Company, Societye, fraternity, & Brotherhood; and have power
& Authority to summon & assemble together the said Wardens
and Brothers, at such tymes & place as hee shall thinke meet
& convenient, to consult & advise together, concerninge the
good orderinge & advancement of the said trade of Mercers,
Apothecarys, Grosers, Ironmongers, Uphoulsters, & Milliners
within the said corporation. @nD for the preserveinge the
Rights of the said severall tradesmen & theire trades I and to
propound in all such assemblies & meetings, all such matters &
things, as by the said steward for the tyme beinge & his
successors, shall be thought needfull, fitt, & convenient. And
at his & theire wills & pleasures to dissolve & dismiss such
meetings & assemblies.

And that it shall be lawfull for the said present steward &
his successors to appoynte one Register, for the enteringe &
recordinge of all orders, By Lawes, & decrees made in such
assemblies & meetings.

And appoynte one Beadle for the summoninge of such
meetings & assemblies, & attendinge upon such meetings &
assemblies, whilest they shall continue in ceuncell ; which said

They consti-
tute the Mercers,
Apo th eca rie s,
G,ocers, Iron.
monger:, Uphol.
sterers, and Mil-
liners into oDe
Cornpany to be
golerned by a
Steward, two
Wardens, and ten
Brothers.

The Present
Steward ap-
pointed.

'fhe Stcward
to have prece.
dency at meet-
ings. Porver to

(,) Srrmmon
meetiuqs and to
decide"uoon the
business' to be
traDsacted,

(z). 1.o dissolve
nreetlngs.

(3)'fo appoint
a Register for
recording orders,
&c,

(4) To appoint
a Beadle for suru.
moning meetings
&c-
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officers & ministers shall have such ffees salaryes & allowances'

asthesaidstewardwardens&brothers,orthemajbrparteof
them, shall think ffitt & allowe.

#n"o"I:.':.rl @nb *ee the saitl Maior and Burgesses aforesaid, for the

iii'i'J' "- -' endi aforesaid, doe further, ordayne, make, constitute, &

appoynt, ffrancis Marshall uphoulster & George metcher
' Apothecary, to bee the present Wardens of the said Conrpany'

Society, ffraternity, & Brotherhood, to continue in the said

officeorplaceuntillthesaidTuesdayinEasterweekerrext
but one ensueinge after the date hereof; whose office & duty

Thc Wadc.ns shall be, to be Attendant on & Assistant to the said steward, &
to asslst the
il1*;;;;,;,*"i;i: receive, keep, and dispose of all sums of money, collected,
and spend the

;iry^:::i iilJ .uised, & obtayned by the said Company, Society, ffraternity, &
uompany.

Brotherhood,forthebenefittofthesame'insuchmanneras
shallbeorderedbythestewardwardens&brothersofthe
said Company, Societye, ffraternity, & Brotherhood, for the

timebeinge,orthemaiorparteofthem,whereoftheSteward
to bee one.

Thc wardens And the said wardens shall at theire enteringe into the said
to entcr lnto

**i"t ,i:i office, enter into severall bonds, of such penalties as the

;"";;,i-i' ;;" Steward of the said Company, Society, ffraternity, & Brother'
month atter re-
ilii;itr'iii"imi". hood for the time beinge shall think meet, for the giveinge

a true accompt of all the moneys by them received, for the

use & benefitt of the said Company, Society, ffraternity, &

Brotherhood of theire severall disbursments'

And that they shall paie over what shall remayne in theire

hands upon the foot of their said accompte, to theire successors

within one Moneth after they shall be removed from theire

said places offices & emPloYments.

. The. presetrt @,nb *ee doe further Ordaine, constitute, & appoynt William

il:"".iXif?; Parker, Mercer; William Hanford, Nlercer; John Dunnidge,

:Xi::1T"i'""Ji': Groser I Nathaniell Doughty, Mercer I Thotnas Gery, Apothecary I

Sarlruel Fletcher, Mercer I Samuel Cheshire, Mercer Richard

Piggin, Mercer; Henry Holmes, Apothecary I and Thomas

Wi<idowsonr'Ironmonger; to be the present brethren of the

said Company, Soclety, fraternity, & Brotherhood, to continue

i
I'

t
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in the said place, duringe life, unless any of them lbr reason-

able cause to be allowed, shall be r"rnou.d by the said Steward

& Wardens & Brothers, or the major part of them.

@nb *e. further to the end afo.esaid, d<.re ordayne. consti- The steward

tute' & appoynt by these presents, that rhe .uid St"ruu.d. ffil3"!,U;,:j
Warciens, & Brothers, for the tyme being, shall for.;; r; l",ji;r#'#
the Tuesday in Easter week, y6zrly,rr.ri'bl. together, ar such i"::ff.[."Ih:
place other then the Guildhall of the said Burrough of Derby, )."".

which for the purpose may be used by the said company,

upon speciall license to be obtayned from the Maior of the
said Burrough for the tyme beinge, & at such tynle as the
Stervard of the said conlpany, for the tinre beinge, shall appoynt,

for the chuseing of new stewards & wardens yearely,for the
yeare ensuinge, which shall continue in the said places untill
the Tuesday in Easter week then next ensueing.

And in Case of death, or removall of the said Stewartlr ro cceordearh

W.ardens, & Brethren, or any of them j it shalt be lawfull f., :JJi#Jj[":li
soe many of the said Steward, Wardens, &.Brothers as shall :r;*;i$""Ii:t:
bee survivinge, or notremovetl, or the major or.i "i ,n.*, r" lni*:", ,"

meet at any convenient tyme & place, to be assigned by the
Steward of the said Cornpany, Society, ffraternity, & Brother-
hood, if such steward then bee ; tui if in case the Office or
place of Steward be vacant by death or otherwise, then the
tyme and place to be assigned by the Major part of the Wardens,

& Brothers then living, for the erection of a new steward,
Warden or Wardens, Brother or Brothers, & these to elect the
same to continue in the said office, untill the Tuesday in
.Easter week next after such election.

@'nb to the end that sonte goorl use, & effect may proceed 
-_The Stewards,

from this, our Reducinge of the said trades into one a;r"* X:lii*i n*:
Society, Ilraternity, & Brotherhood, Wee doe by rhese present, b?N:; :.,..#
order, decree, & give the said Srewards, wardens, ,rd ;r.;;; fu:i,Xliil,;ij
Liberty, Licence, & Authority, as much as in us ,;,;;;; ,*fr*:i*:
orders, & By iawes, lor the good Government & n.grf"ri", oi ffi;i "r tn;

the said trades & tradesmen aforesaid, hereby reduced into
one Company, Society, ffraternity, & Rrotherhood, soe as the
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same be not repugnant or contrary to the tawes of this

Kingdome, no' 
'ny 

of the Customes' Priveledges' & Rights of

the said Burrough of DerbY'

,3!:-";."t:l: @nb we further will comand & ordayne, that all the Mercers'

*;,}Jp"" 'nlll 6rlrl."aryes, Grocers, Ironmongers' uphoulsters' & Milliners'

which shail exercise any of the said trades' within this said

Burrough of Derby, be obedient to' & observe such orders' &
By lawes, as the said Steward, W'ardens' & Brothers of the said

Company, Society, fraternity' & Brotherhood' shall from tyme

to tyme, *"ke, o'tle', constitute' & appoynt as aforesaid'
Nam.es or 6[,nb it is further (to the end aforesaid) ordered' & decreed

;lf'""t'*n1ti: ur.Y., ir,u' if any person or persons' that shall use any of the

$jf,ffit,i\i .uia irra", of Mercers, Apothecaryes, Grocers, Ironmongers,

Uphoulsters, or Milliners' within the said Burrough' shall take

or receive any person or persons' to be his Apprentice' in such

tlades, that then there shall be an entry made in the Registry
'I'heir seven 9f the said company within one Moneth after the takinge of

5ifi,i:Th" l? ,u.t Apprentice,'and that his Seaven yeares service as an
timeorentrv' 

epp..nii." sirall Comence & be taken notice of, only from the

"r*E:':i3lJffj: 
tyme of such entry ; for which Entry the said Register shall not

twelvc pence' take above twelve pence' And that all such Apprentices' shall

,"tl:liJi,::ii",; i. ."ror.a in a booke' to be kept bv the Towne clarke or
;;" T.;" .,"'0. 

Co*on Clarke of the said Burrough of Derby, for that purpose.

No person to tdnD to the end that noe person or persons' useing any of
lil".1'''",e0":*"' thJsaid trades within the saide Burrough' may for the tyme to

come' use any fraud in the takeing of such Apprentices' to the

preiuclice of thit Co'poration & Burrough; Be it further ordered

& ordayned that noe Person shall take any Apprentice at Large'

but only such as shall be actually employed in such trades by

the Maister of such Apprentice' uppon the propPer Stock of
If he does he

shall be disfran'
chised, and the
aDDrentlce De rn'

"iiable of be-
coiring a Free'
man of the
Borough.

such Maister, during ail the tyme of his Apprentishipp, uppon

paine that such Maister that shall doe' shall be disinfranchised

ty tfre said Major & Burgesses of the said Burrough of Derby'

urrd ,o.h Apprentice uncapable of being a ffreeman of the said

Burrough.
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@nb tfrat there may be noe fraud or deceit usefl in anv of rhe wudens

the said trades, to the dishonor of this Burrough, b" ; f;;; fril:,"::T L:?

ordered & decreed that the said wardenr 
- weishts od

they sha, see occation, enter into the Shopps t?;:r::::, :; 
;;r".:"'"" "o

any person or persons useing any of the said rrades of Mercers,
Apothecaryes, Grocers, Ironnrongers, Upholsters, & Milliners,
to Attest, Assay, & try theire Weights & Measures and theire
goods, Wares, & Merchandizes, whethe, the same be good,
merchantable, & vendible, & uppon default found in any of the

premises, the offender or offenders for any offence Coilited
'therein, shall paie to the said Steward, trvardens, & Brethren --rr raurty, the

of the said Societie, the sume of three shi,ings &'ff;;; ;;. ;g:lf;irt:
And the said Major & Burgesses shalt be inro"rmed c.r";;.i;; iu::*# *
the offence aforesaid, that they may proceed ,; ;;;; ;b 

pu-,i"Jr,*",t.

offenders according to Lawe.

@nb it is further for the intents aforesaid, & for the ...rhe, stewrd,

preserveing the Rights & liberties of the said Burrough, & ;; ;,:,'r:"f,*$
the aforesaid tradesmen, ordered & decreed, that uDon necessarv ber accordins to

occasion it shalt & may be lawfull to & for the said r,"r"rrol l;o"i'}:X t*
Wardens, & Brerhren, or the Major part of them, il,;.;; Hi;ffi,,;,:,iiili
assemblies & meetings to be surnoned in forme aforesaid, to fljTlf$_et:
make equall & indifferent taxations & assesments, u'on .u"rf [X$"r]'t,{|;#Jl;

tnember of the said Company, Society, ff.aternity, Ao'n.otfr"l_ ;i;:,'.;i" L;-;;;

hood, according to the stocke & trade hee & they drive &
have,'within the said Burrough, for & towards prosecuteing

or defsn6lr* of any suite or suites, for the Maynetayeneinge

of the lyberties, ffreedomes, & customes of the aforesaid

Burrough, & of theire said respective trades, and that in Case

of Refusall to be payd, they shall & may Levye the same by

distress.

@nb it is further ordered & decreed, that uppon the death 
",l.oiu,:j:;,..;or other Removeall of the Steward, Warden, or Wardens orf b" chosen rrom

the said Company, Society, ffraternity, & Brotherhooa, tr,e f,moflcst.the 
ten

succeeding Steward & Wardens shall, Annually or otherwise, be

chosen out of the tenn Brethren, & as often as the Brethren

of the said Company, Society, ffraternity, & Brotherhood
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amongst the nost
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and able persons
ofthe said trades.

All nrembers to
give security for
obedieuce to the
Stewards, War-
dens, end Breth-
ren and to all
Bylaws and
orders made by
them.

!'or refusing
office or neglect-
ing duty a fine
ot as,

Every member
to attend on the
Jay ofthe Annual
Electioa in his
Gown or Cloak
1nd pay t\vo shil-
lings to th. War-
dens under a
peualty of ten
shillings.
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shall dye or be removed, that the said Steward, Wardens, &
Brothers, or the Major parte of them surviveing, shall chuse

one or more Brother or Brothers, as the case shall require, for
the filling upp the said Number & Coml>auy, of the Discreetest,
Honestest, & Ablest persons of the said trades of Mercers,
Apothecaryes, Grocers, fronmongers, IJphoulsters, & Miltiners
within the said Burrough, to continue as aforesaid for life.

@.nb it is furtlrer ordered & decreed, that atl the Members

of the said Conrpany shall give securitie, to the said Steward,
Wardens, & Brethren, to be obaydient to the Stewartl, Wardens,

& Brethren for the tyme being, in theire severall places &
offices, and to perforn)e, observe, & keep all By lawes & orders,

made by the said Steward, Wardens, & Brethren, or the Maior
part of them, in forrne aforesaid.

@,nb if the Steward, lVardens, & Brothers, or any of them,
to be elected, shall refuse to take upon him his said office

or place of Stewardshipp, Wardenshipp, or Brotherhootl, or
shall after that hee hath taker) uppon him the said place, be

willfully negligent & remiss iu the due execution of his said

office, and be thereof judged by the Major parte of the
said Company, uppon due examination thereof, hee shall
fort-eit to the use of the said Company, for every such refuseall,

or willfull neglect, & renrissness, ffive pounds,

@nb tfrat every one of the said Company, which hath not
leave of the Steward of the said Company, to be absent, shall
yearely uppon the said day of Election, Attend in theire
Gownes or Cloakes uppon the Steward, Wardens, & Brethren
of the said Con.rpany, untill the said Election be fully
ended; & shall alsoe uppon that day, truely pay unto the
Wardens of the said Cornpany, two shiilings a peece, towards
making up a publique Stock for the use of the said Company,
to be imployed at the discretion of the said Steward,
Wardens, & Brethren of the said Company, Society,
ffraternity, & Brotherhood, for the tyn.re being, uppon paine
of every one that shall faile or offend therein in any part of
this order, to forfeite to the use of the said Company, for
every tyme that hee soe faileth or offendeth, tenn shillings.
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@nb it is further Ordered & Decreed, that every one of the ,.E::lI"Si.h";
said Conrpany shall Conceale & keepe the Councells of the ii.Hi*r,..ln;
said Company, rvhich are ro be concealed & kept, & not to y["d,-*t*,,1:

Disclose the same to any orher not beinge or the same Com_ Sii;ftiJ.r;,1.:,,,:
pany. And that every one of the said Company, .hall, uppol i"G:

reasonable warneinge given unto him, appeare before the

Steward of the same Company, for the t;rme being, at such

place within the said Burrough, where the said Steward shall

appoynt, for about any business of the said company or for or
about any person or persons of the said Company.

@nb alsoe that every person of the said Company, slralt ,"fr",jjlili,;;
duely & respectively Carry & behave hiinselfe, as *rell ,o*u.a. *:i.i Ard,;;:

the Maior, Altdermen, ct Justices of the Corpo.;;.;;';;irl U1i Si",tl*#
as towards the said Steward, wardens, & Brorhers of the said x';ig:r.l "ir-?
Company, for the tyrre beinge, without giveing [hem, or "r, lrrf,iiir_lr.:t
of them, evill or unseemely rvords or behaviour, uppon puynq 

eiqhtpence.

that every one that shall tioe anything Contrary to this Ordi-

nance & Order, or any parte thereof, shall for every such

offence or neglect, forfeit to the use of the said Compahy, Six

shillings Eight pence, and for not comeinge uppon warneinge

'frvelve pence.

@nb it is further Ordered & Decreed, that noe person that .No.apprentice

shall hereafter serve his Apprentishipp Seaven y.ur.. ,o any of [{:j*il!i$
the aforesaid I'rades in the said Burrough, shall be a ffreeman :i *.**U,lX
of the said Company, or admitted to keepe open shopp, 

", "r. [:"f"'#;,{tr:i
his Trade in the said Burrough, before hee stratt f,ave fi.., i:,}.fi;i*;t;{:
beene approved by the Sreward, wardens, & Brethren, 

". ,n" dlli,"Xnti#
Major parte of the said Conrpany, for his Due Service t #;:S*:,1;f;
Apprentishipp; and upon theire approbation, shall-enter into 

" 
ilT,1'?':i'*:i

Bond of 1'enn pounds, ffaithfu[y & truery to perfrrrme & keerre l""iti'itt"]'",0;

all & every of these ordinances & orders, And shall 1.,uu" I",l"tl" #*?'fl;

subscribed his name for the performeance of trrese ordinances. il!:J;l.f iX ,*
And shall be presenteri to the said Major & Rurgesses of t;; :;;H?'i1U:.::

said Burrough of Derby, to bee sworne , Br.g.r, of theire

Corporation.
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@,nb it is further Ordered & Decreed, that noe person or

persons not havinge served an Apprentishipp in some of these

Trades aforesaid, Duely & truely to some one of the said

Company in the said Burrough, hy the space of Seaven yeares

at the least, shall be made a ffreeman of the said Company,

without the Consent of the Steward, Wardens, & Brethren of
the said Company, for the tyme being, And of the major part of
the other ffreemen of the said Company, nor shall keepe open

shopp, nor use any of the said trades appertayneinge to the said

Company, within the said Burrough, upon payne that every

such person that shall doe Contrary to this Ordinance & Order,

or any parte thereof, s'hall fforfeit, for every Moneth that hee

shall soe offend, to the use of the said Company, ffive pounds.

@nb it is further Ordered & Decreed, that it shall be Lawfull
to & for the said Steward, Wardens, & Brethren of the said

Company, for the tyme beinge, or any two of them, to enter,

from tyme to tyme, into any house or houses, shopp or shopps

of any offender or offenders contrary to any of the Order or
Orders, Ordinance or Ordinances herein specified, And there to
the use of the said Company, to take & Carry away any goods

or chattells of every such offender or offenders, by way of
distress, And the same to Detayne & Keepe, to the use of the

said Company, untill the fforfeyture or fforfeytures for which they

or any of them shall be soe taken & distrayned, shall be truely
paied to the Steward, Wardens, or Brethren of the said Corn-
pany, for the tyme beinge, to the use of the said Company, or
to sue or Implead any of the said offenders, in the Court of
Record within the aforesaid Burrough, upon an Aion or

severall A[ons of debt, as the Case shall require, for any of
the said fforfeytures herein contayned, at theire discretion, or
in any other Court of Record.

dnb it is further Ordered & Decre.ed, that what person soever

of the said Company shall take a servant to be an Apprentice,

shall Cause his said servant to be bound, And his Indentures

to be Sealed within one Moneth or Six Weekes at the ffarthest

after his Comeinge unto him, or else hee shall forteit & paie
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to the use of the said Company, for every Moneth that hee

soe keepeth him longer unbound Corrtru.y to this Ordinance,

Six Shillings & Eight pence.

@nb it is further ordered & decreed that if the Maister of rramasterdies

any Apprentice of the. aforesaid Company, happerr ,".0f" ,,,.."*:;U$
before his Apprentice hath served out his yeares for qy[i6t1 prentice shau 6e

hee is or shall be bound an Apprentice, then the ,^id Aro;;;_ it":n:{::ti
tice or Apprentices shall be p,,t ou., at the discre;i;" ;;';. jff ff*il#L*
Steward & Wardens of ttre said Company. And if it llf,l*;;,,.:*j
happen the Steward to be dead, therr at the discretion of tn. ;!r)""::i1;:'#
Wardens, to serve out the rest of the said 'I.earme of f,is iltil,".n,"jffi
Indentures, with some other ffreeman of the .uia co*ponf, ;ilt..;*.#llil
And not to be suffered to sett upp or ,.. ,;;;i;;*i i**$*iigl
trades belongeinge to the aforesaid Company, ,n,ifi f,.. * f,,:"

they have fully served out the whole tearnre of his Indentures,
or else shall Agree & Submitt himself to abide such order,
And to paie such f6ne, as shall be appoynted & determined,

' by the Steward, Wardens, & Brethren of tf," said Company,
or the major parte of them, and by the said Maior & Burgesses

of the said Burrough of Derby.

@nb ttrat the Executors or Aaministrators of such Maister .Executors of

as shall soe dyg shalr paie to such person or persons . ;;; .&,*b"*
such App'ntice or Apprentices shall be .o" put ou"r, .o. *r"i iiir;iy",xti
of such suml o. sumas of money which such *,""r-,il ri,l''",#i#
soe dyeth hath received, or is to receive, with such apo..nti"". iil:l,:"i;:,i};
as the said Steward, Wardens, & Brethren, o, tt. tvi"io. ;;;; f,f;:l .l;:t:f
ofthem,shallappoynt; Andif suchExecutorsoraar,iniitrl;;;; ;1,:,1 fioor"?",;

shall not within ffoureteen days after such upooy*r"ni-*"a. flffiru:
& notice given thereof unto them, prie .rJ sume or sumes

of money as shali be soe Appoynted, that then such Executors
or Administrators shall loose double the value of such sumes

soe appoynted.

@nb it is further Ordered & Decreed, that noe person or , .No member or

persons of this Compann Society, ffraternity, or Brotherho"a, *l;*::":f.::
or theire successors, shall or doe at any tynre or tymes n"r"- f":'d".li,H:
after, sell or put to sale, any sort of ffiannelle, (those already 

.u.o i,a.a .ora.
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intheireoranyoftheirehandsexcepted)upponPayne,tofforfeit for eut'i y"d sould or putt to sale by him or them'

the sume of Sir pence, to the use of the sairl Company, Society,

ffraternitY, & Brotherhood'

,"Il:u[3io".:: Jfgp that the said Wardens shall within one Moneth next

:::1",:""[*lh:'J after theire yeare ended, make & yeild upp unto the sttcceed-

A.H.#jL.:' 'li inge Wardens elected, a just and true accompt of all such

#i:h*,*;. ,,r',,o , morley & fforfeitures as they have any wayes had
for each month's
.ffence. and be or recelved, duringe theire tyme of beinge Wardens' uppon
*#li3j'tr"t ;;';;;; fforfeit ru-' 

"u"'v 
Moneth arterwards neglecting' Tenn."r.e fo the' '

contrary to the shillinqs to the present Wardens' for the use of the said
r\l aror and Oom' -
mon council' Company or Society' & besides disfranchised' if they shew not

good cause to the Major & Comon Councell :: ,:n: 
*tU

Burrough of Derby' at the next ensueinge Comon l{all' to the
contrary'

The compaDv ltem it is further fully & mutually Condescended to &
'61"$t'{i}i o*;;;;;t all or the aroresaid Societv or comparrv' that if anv
i#;*VtTl il';-.; suites, shall at anv tvme or tvmes hereafter betaken aqainst it 

-byreron-of d9- 
",.rrrr"rr"ed 

& sued or prosecuted, against the said MajOr &ing anytblng-D --
PursEnceot.o," Bursesses of this Burrough, for the tyme being' or theiregrant.

Successors, or against theire or any of their officer or officers

belongeinge to the said Maior or his successors' or against

^ny 
of tn. said Society or Company' or any of theire officers

or ministers, for or by reason of any Acte or thing herein
contayned, or for the execution of anything herein contayned'
or for.Acieing o' Doeing anything' in pursuance or execution
thereof, that then they of the said Society or Company &
tlreire Successors, shall & will, from tyme to tyme & at alt
tymes hereafter' save keep Harmless & lrdempnified' the
said Maior & Burgesses ck theire Successors' And all & every
theile officers & ministers belonging to the said Maio-r' theire
heirs, executors' & theire & every of theire Goods & Cattels &
Chattells whatsoever'
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@nb to the end that these orders By lawes & Establishments
may be at all tymes hereafter ffirme & stable, Qgg have to this
present writeinge put the Common Seale of our Corporation,
uppon this present Seaventh day of January, in the six &
twentith yeare o[ the Raigne of our most gratious Soveraigne

lord, Charles the Second, by the grace of God, of England,

Scotland, ffrance, & Ireland, King Defender of the ffaith &c.
Anno Dom. 1674.

Sealed* at a Com-on Hall, houlden for the said Burrough
the seaventh day of January fi74.

Geo Blackwall Maior.
Tho Gery Com. Cler.

Memorand That Wee S' Hugh Wyndham Knt, one of his
Mati" Justices of the Co" of Comon pleas, and S' Edward
Thurland Knt, one of the Barons of his Maties Cot of Exclreq.,

Judges of Assize for the Midland Circuit, haveinge first
perused & examined the By lawes within written, doe hereby
allow, approve, & confirme the same; Witness o' hands this
xxviith day of July Anno Dni 1675.

Hugh Wyndham

Edw Thurland

[t'Such signatures were made necessary by two Acts passed

in the times of Henry VI. and Henry VII. (rS H. VI. c. 6 ;

19 H. VII. c. Z)." For example, the ByeJaws of the Gild of
the Joiners and Carpenters, Worcester, were confirmed ,, by
Sir James Montagu, lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, and

Jefferey Gilbert Esq', a Baron of sd Court, Justices of the
Oxford Circuit." Toulmin Smith's ,,English Gilds," p. 2ro.
London, r87o.]

FunrnBn Onopns FRoM THE MrxutB Boor.f

Aug. 14, 1675, Wee the Stewards, Wardens, & Brethren of
the Company of Mercers, within the Burough of Derby in the

The Common
Seal of the Cor
poration isaffixed
on lan.7, rh74,
the twenty-sixth
year of the reign
of King Charles
II.

Signcd by the
Mayor and Town
Clerk.

Grant is con-
firmed and sign
ed by'Sir Hugh
Wyndham a n d
Sir E,drvard
Thurland.

* The seal has been cut off.

f In the minute book the bonds and obligations immediately follow the
copy of the Grant. These orders lrave been extractecl aerbathn from the
minute book and placed here, so that all the by-laws may be together.

IO

I
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County of Derby, have devised, made, & agreeil uPon' divers

Acts & Ordinances wh hereafter follow'
N"J,-"':P']- 3 First, That noe person open his shop or sell any wares

open hls sDop or

t*;'fJ-fjl,: upon the Sabboth day, upor.r paine of forfeiting three shillings

ii+:"t.mi fourpence, to the p'sent Wardens, for the use of the said Com'

;;' 4d' pany, unless in Case of necessitie, of wh the p'sent Steward And

wardens to be Judges.

. r!9,, !t"Il'.d It is ordered & agreed upon, by the aforesaid Company of
to call a meet-tX#"*iX 

Mercers, that the Steward for the time being' shall hereafter

i".'Ji:T"B::ul; suilon A Meeting of the Societie & fraternitie, once every

f""fB:'fr,3',J:f; month, to Consult, advise together, anci doe what may be
meetins. 

thought fitt to be done for the benefitt of the said Company,

andthattheStewarddoeAppointtheBeadleofthesaid
Company to give notice to the severall members' the day

before such intended meeting'

Each member It is alsoe ordered, concluded, & agreed y' each of the

i&lll,Ttili'",13!: respective Members of the said Company of Mercers doe

come&beatthetime&placeAppointed,orotherwiseforfeit
the sume of twelve pence, to be paid to the present Wardens'

for the use of the said Company, for every such default' unless

reasonable Cause be shown to the contrary'

. If .an app-ren- It is ordered that if any Apprentice shall depart from his

lii,ffi:i{'r:,'* master, without his Licence, before the end of the Terme of his

if.#t""t r!; Apprentiship, that then the same Apprentice upon his Comeing

|[*:T,ff#"T againe, shall make his fiue to the said Company as A stranger'

H!';: k r=:: before such time as hee shall be admitted to keep shop as

a Freeman' A freeman in the Borough aforesaid'

Actions to. b-e It is ordered, that if any forainer be knowne to infringe the

:t!i::-t:i5.l?[t liberties of any of the saicl rrades united in the companv of
who lntnnges lne

[b;1i;,1;i?:J"",: Mercers, that an action be entered in the name of such person

i:"r,:l:t-"d1* or persons being of the said Trades as the Steward & lVardens

cA;"'y.- ---- 
o, urry t*.o of them shall appoint, and that the charge shall be

defrayed by the Wardens out of the Joint Stock of the said

Everyoue pre-
sent to siqn these

Company.

It is ordered that every of the Company p'sent signe the

aforesaid orders.ordcre,



TrrE DERBY COMPANY OF MERCERS. r3r

Lug. 23, fi75. Ordered, that the p'sent Steward take care ,offiff:f,l
for & Buy stuff & other materialls for ten Gownes for the ,aid l"; fl,frUff
Steward, Wardens, & Brethren, to be Made & worn by the !ji:',.1*h;):.li.
Steward, Wardens, & Brethren of the sairi Company, at the iii A:,,""1""T:T:
Election of every new Steward & Wardens, And other solemni- :l:::) l?. iT:
ties beseemeing the said Company to Attend tbe mayor of this rfnvo..

Burrougb.
Dec zr. 1675. It is alsoe ordered, that the severall mem. Each membcr

bers of the Company of l\fercers, doe receive and take each of i:{.1g*i#:them one of the Gownes alredy provided, And pay the value li'l'*"..a. co*n.
thereof to the present Steward, whiclr the said Steward t"15 l!i'f.l"t'f i'I"l
laid forth for them. And that soe many Gownes as are wanting, 

"*"'
be forthwith provided by such of the Company as are not
already furnisht.

Feb. 3. 1676. Order & decree that the Wardens for the The wardens

time being, shall from time to time and all times, take & ke.p l?.f,Ti"il"'od'
in their Custodie all such fine & fines, as shall be ordered to
be taken (for the default of every offender) & for the onely &
sole use of the said Company of Mercers. And not to restore
any such distress, untill such offender or offenders shall pay
theire fine or fines.

And the said Steward And Brethren, doe hereby resolve T\: Steward

And engage to save, keep harmless and Indempnified, all such g;$.ii;lH"t;l:
Wardens for theire p'formance of all such Acts injoyned as they
are in duty Bound.

Jan zg, 168o, Resolve, that for the future, noe person or No person not

persons whatsoever of any of the severall Trades now united il:.;"lgl""i:
into the said company of mercers, w"h are not at this p,sent ;:$,1*t,f,:39
agreed withall, shall at any time hereafter be admitted to any li! i'"ljl?ffii:r uardens to give
composition, except such as are p'sent traders in this Burro*. "1ti-" or ir,ii
And the wardens of the said Company, for the time being,
shall give notice of this order that not any, such persons as

shall come & infringe the libertyes of the said Company, shall
be unwarned of the danger of the penalty the Law provides.

Oct 18. 1683. Order, that all Apprentices be brought in to ,"X'i,i!rl?o'i"fi
be Registerti, & yt all yt have serveti rheir Apprentishipp, rre lilit"lio; 13*
sumonned to come & signe Covenants w,h y. Company. ffT,li:"#:lt:

covenant6-
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April 8. 1735. Ordered, that the Charter belonging to the

sd Compv, be read in the Company every Easter Tuesday

or oftener if required.

A Coprv oF TIrE WenorNs Bowo to rrrE STEwARD'

Gnoverint universi pr p'sentes me A. B unum guardianor

de Societat Mercer in Burg Derb teneri et firmiter obligari

C. D Seneschal de Societat p'd p'tempore existent in centum

libris bone et legal monite Angl soluend eidem C. D executorib-

vel administr suis p' usu Societat p'd ad quam quidem

soliCione bene et firmiter faciend obligo me Hered Execut et

Administr meos firmiter pr prsentes sigillo meo sigillat dat

die Anno Reg Dom nostr Carro secund

nunc Regis AngI &c Anno Dom.

The condilon of this obligaJon is such, that if the above

bounden A. B., as one of the wardens to the said cornpany of

mercers, shall duely be attendant on & assistant to the above

named C. D., as Steward to the Company aforesaid, in the

fr6 time to time, by the said company, or the major part of

them, And shall also, well & truely, give a trew accompt of all

monys, by him received for the use & benefitt of the said com-

pany as aforesaid, & of his sev'all disbursments, as alsoe shall

truely pay over what su-me of mony shall remaine in his hands

upon the foot of his said accompt, to the next succeeding

Wardens of the said Company, within one month after he shall

be removed from the said place, office, & Imployment, that

then this present obligation to be void, &c'

A rnBcBpsNT FoR A BoNo, wutcu ALL ARE To GIvE THAT

HEREAFTER SHALL BE MADE FREE OF THE MNNCNNS

Compeuv.

Gnoverint universi p' p'sentes me A B de Derb in Comitat

Derb teneri et firmiter obligari C' D Seneschal de

Societat Mercer in Burg Derb p'd E' F' & G' H' Gardian de

monevs received
il"d'"'ri.il'';;; receiveing, keepeing, & disposeing of all sums of mony to be
hand the balance
iJ iii":H"i;J; collected. raised, & obtained, by the said Company of mercers,
wrthrn a month;f;;";'i'-i';; for the benefitt of the same Company, as hee shall be ordered,
ohca.

Frecmen
entcr into a
of {ro.

to
bond
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Societat p'd p' ternpori existent in decem libris bone et leg;l

monite Anll soluend, ide* C D, E F et G H vel alicui
eorum Executorib vel Administr suis ad quam quiderr

solictoiem bene et fidelif facieid obligo me Hered Executor
et Administr meos firmit' p' p"sentes sigillo meo sigillat dat

die Ann. Regn Dom nostr Carof secn'

Dei gra Gra nunc Regis Anno Dom.

The condic6n of this p'sent obligacon is such, that if the

above bounden A. B., shall from time to time & at all times

hereafter, faithfully & truely p'forme & keep all & every of the

ordinances, orders, & By lawes made & to be made by the

Steward, Wardens, & Brethren, of the Company of Mercers, &
also well & truely doe & observe all & every act, thing, or
duty, w"h hee ought to doe, & observe according to the pur-
port & effect of the Charter or Graunt, by which the said

company or society was constituted, that then this p'sent

obligation to be void, or else to remain in full force strength

& vertue.

Tno onlrcecoN AND suBscRIprIoN oF ALL THE pRsEN'r

MEMBERS oF THE Msncpns CoureNy.

6nofO all men by these presents, that wee John Stone,

Ironmonger; William ffrances, Apothecary ; Thomas Bott,
Mercer ; Thomas Ward, Mercer; Robert .Bourne, Ironmonger I
David Cooper, Ironmonger; Joseph Bloodworth,.k Ironmonger ;
Hugh Bourne, Ironmonger ; Daniell Wagstaffe, Ironmonger;

John Hodgkinson, Apothecary ; Gilbert Ward, Milliner;
Abraham Crompton, Mercer ; Robert Adams, Grocer; Thomas

Byron,f Apothecary ; Philip Biss, Ironmonger ; Riclrard
ffinney, Mercer ; William Henworth, Salter; '.[homas Noton,
Chandler; who have hereunto sett our hands & seales, doe

hereby, severally oblige ourselves unto the p'sent Steward,
Wardens, & Brethren, of the Company of Mercers in the
Borough of Derby, for the time being, in the severall &
respective surns of tenn pounds apeice of currant Lawfull

Conditions of
Freeman's Bond ;
to keep by-laws,
etc., and do ac-
cording to the
Charter.

The prescnt
nrenrbers of the
flercers' Com-
pany oblige
themselves to i-he
officers in a sum
of {ro each, to
obey the officers,
observe the bv.
laws, do accori-
ing to the Char
ter or Grant.

* Mayor r7oz, f Mayot r7o7
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English mony' to be paid unto the said Stervard, Wardens' &
Brethren,fortheuseofthesaidCompany,uponourrespective
defaultsofbeingobedienttothesaidSteward,\\rardens'&
Brethrer.r, for the time being, in their severall places & offices,

& upon our respective defects in performeing & keeping, &
observeing, all & any of the By laws & orders, made or to be

made, by the said Steward Wardens & Brethren, for the time

being, or the major part of them, & in not doeing & p'forrn-

ing all & every other act, thing, or duty, w'h wee ought to do

orperforme,accordingtothepurport&effectoftheCharter
or Graunt, by which wee were made A Company'

,,1*"..!,"1:lj @nb further know yee, that wee the p'sent Steward &
ii"ir.'i,i -"uie! 

Bret5ren of the said Company of Mercers, doe hereby severally
themselves in the

i$;ij{^}"",.::".: oblige ourselves, in the like penall surie of tenn pounds apiece,

i:*f"Ji":n" 
br' to b. paid to the Wardens of the said Company of Mercers,

for the use of the said company, upon our respective defaults

in not p'forming, observeing, & kee$eing, all or any, of the

By laws & orders, made for the benefitt of tlre said Company'

Witness our severall hands & seales as aforesaid, the four-

teenth day of August Anno Dom' 1675

Jno Taylor, Steward

William Parker

John Dunnidge
Thomas Gery

Nath Doughtye
Samuell ffietcher
Samuell Cheshire

Richard Piggin

Hen Holmes
'I'ho Widdowson

William Henworth
George ffietcher
Ffran Marshall

Witness. Tho Bourne

O * John Stone

O !V'ffranceys

O Tho Bott

O Robert Adams

O John Hodgkinson

O Thomas Ward

O David Couper

O Richard ffynney

O Abraham Cromptorr

O Phillip Biss

O Thomas Noton

O Gilbert Ward

O Daniell Wagstaffe

Robert Bourne
Hugh Bourne

Hen Corden.

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

* "O" indicates a seal.
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Know all men by these p'sents, that wee, Joseph Sadler,

Ironmonger I Leonard Sadd,* Apoth ; Abell Litchford, Apothe-
cary ; Williarn Litchford, Mercer; Richard Ward, Chandler;

Joseph Williams, Chandler; John Strong, Ironmonger I
Thomas Strong, Ironmonger; Jane Carter, widdow, Mercer I
Mary Parker, Mercer; Edward Wast, Tobacconist I Mr. W*.
Willott I Thomas Brookes, ffeltmaker; John Bourne, Cord-
winer I Anne Bloodworth, Grocer ; John Radcliffe, Upholster.

[Here a space of about an inch has been left for other
names, and the obligation continues in the words of the
previous one, from tt who have hereunto sett our hands, &c.,"

to " by which we were made a company," and then ends as

folows] :-
Witness our severall hands & seales as aforesaid, the four-

teenth day ofAugust, in the year of our Lord one thousand six

hundred & seventy five.

Joseph Sadler t O
Jane Carter O
Richard Ward O
Edward Weast O
William Willott O
Thomas Brookes O
Anne Bloodworth O
John Bourne O
John Radclyffe O
Francis Cockayne O
Richard Hodgkinson O
Joseph Parker O

Witness, Hen: Corden.

Other members
of the Company
oblige themselvcs
to the officers as
in lhe previous
obligation.

* Mayt-rr t787. t !t O " inclicatcs a real,
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The Company was entirely distinct from the Corporation. Its

powers were given to it by that body, and there is no trace of
any interference in its affairs. Though some of its members

belonged to the Common Council, and about sixteen held the

office of mayor, it took no part in municipal matters, but was

formed solely for the inspection and regulation of certain trades

in the Borough. Its members were to behave properly towards

the mayor, aldermen, and justices of the Borough, and make

no byJaws contrary to the laws of the kingdom or the rights of

the borough.

The fines and compositions were for the sole use of the Com-

pany, and on one occasion the Corporation borrowed money from

the Society. There were only four cases in which the Corporation

had anything to do with the business of the Company:-
rst. If an apprentice, whose master died, traded before his

time was served, he had to pay a fine, determined by the officers

of the Company and the mayor and burgesses'

znd. If the wardens did not duly present their accounts, the

mayor and Common Council had the power of disfranchising

them.

3rd. If a master took an " apprentice at large," he was to be

disfranchised by the mayor and burgesses'

4th. If goods or measures were found to be faulty, the offender

was to be reported to the n-rayor and burgesses for punishment, as

well as to pay a fine to the ComPanY.

Membership or freedom of the Company was distinct from

freedom of the Borough ; but in the case of apprentices the former

was a qualification for the latter, because when they were made

free of the Company, they could take their burgess oath'

According to a letter of Mr. John Houghton, F'R'S', written in

1693, there were then in Derby 694 houses or families' or reckon-

ing six people to a house, over 4,ooo inhabitants' There were

also 76 malthouses, and rzo alehouses' He says there was no

wholesale tradesman in Derby, and he gives a list of forty-two

trades, in addition to the aiehouses. Of these, there were seven

apothecaries, seven ironmongers, thirteen mercers' and two
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upholsterers. Starting fronr the original members of the Mercers'

Company in 1675, and making allowances for those who died and
joined up to 1693, it will be found, if Mr. Houghton's numbers

are correct, that all the mercers, apothecaries, ironmongers, and

upholsterers in the town belonged to the Company eight years

after its formation. It is strange he does not mention either
grocers or milliners, the two other trades which were united into
the Company.

In 1676, there were fifty people in the Mercers' Company.

Their trades were as follows :-
Mercers r 6

Apothecaries 8

Grocers (one grocer and mercer) 4
Ironmongers 12

Upholsterers 2

Milliners r

Salters r

Chandlers 3
Tobacconist r

Feltmaker r

Unknown I

5o
There were many trades in the town which were not united in

the Company of Mercers. Of these the bakers, butchers, cloth-
'workers, cordwainers, masons, plasterers, and tailors, together,

were about three times as numerous as the members of the

Mercers'Company. We have not, as far as I know, any means

of telling whether they had their craft societies. Probably they

had. In r773, the framework'knitters of Derby (which trade is

not mentioned by Mr. Houghton) decided to establish a Court of

Assistants in connection with the London Company.*

There are no rules about feasting, as in many of the older

Gilds ; the only reference to the subject is in the minutes of

August rt, 1726, when it was t'agreed, that the Steward of the

* See ,, Reliquary," Vol. X., p. 85,
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Contpany shall, in his year, give a treat of a piece of beef as

formerly." Neither is there any mention of religion, except what
may be implied in the statement, that they were to attend in their
gowns at solemnities.

Although the Wardens could enter into shops to test weights

and measures, and also goods, we have no record of their having

carried out these polvers. The greater part of their effort seems

to have been directed in taking care that no damage was done to
the various trades, by people opening a shop without having
served an apprenticeship in the Borough, or being free of, or
having the license of the Company.

Their powers for this purpose were fully exercised, as numerous

orders in the minute book of the Company show.

On Feb. g, 1676, Thomas Brookes, feltmaker, on payment

of eight pounds, was " admitted a Member & Freeman of the

said Company."

On April 6, 1676, the Company " received satisfac-on from

Anne Bloodworth widdow, & doe allow her, ye said Anne, to
keep A shop & sell Grocery Wares, without any molestacon or

disturbance from ye said Company, shee, ye Ann, paying two

shillings every Easter Tuesday, towards makeing A stock for ye

said Compan & such assessts as shee ought, for such freedome,

& not to take any apprentice* to ye Damage of ye sd Company,

& for default of not observeing this order this Contract to be

void."
On Jan. 29, 168o, was "accepted A Composition from

Elisabeth Alsop, for the sufr of five pounds, that shee shall

not be disturbed by any of the said Company, for exerciseing

The Milliners Trade, she not Taking any Aprentices to make

them or any Aprentice to make him or them free of this Burrow,

or of the said Company."
On Jan. zg, 168o, it was agreed, " that Mrs Anne Wathall

shall pay to the said Company Twenty nobles for her Composi-

tion 1" and on Feb. rz, Mrs. Dorothy \Yathall paid the sum

t In the company of weavers at Alnwick, founded. in r-6-t9 i " {greed
brothers" were iot allowed to take aPPrentices.-Tate's " History of Aln'
wick,"
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of six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, for liberty to

follow the milliner's trade.

On April to, 1694, Mrs, Sarah Bembrige, milliner, paid five

pounds, for " ffree liberty to go & follow the milliners trade,"

but she was not to " take any apprentice to make them free

of this Borrough."

On Nov. 4, 1675, John Bourne, Cordwainer, and his wife have

liberty to follow the trade of selling mercery and grocery wares'

on paying five pounds to the Cornpany, and two shillings every

Easter Tuesday. They were not to take any apprentice to the

damage of the Company.

On Jan. 27, t676, it was " ordered, that what Course in Law

Councell shall advise, be forthwith taken Against John Booth for

infringeing the liberties of our Company ; " and on Jan. 18, 1677,

it was ordered, " that Mr Jno Dunidge, Warden of the Company

of Mercers, doe give informac6n ye next Sessions* held for the

Borough, against Jno Booth, for his Tradeing in this Towne

Contrary to law; " and in November, 1678, an information was

" to be exsibitated against John Booth, and likewise another

information be exibitated against Mrs Mary Yates, att ye next

Sessions holden for this Borrow, w"r' is uppon Tuesday the

rzth of this instant November, for sellinge of divers merchandise-

ing goods, which they are not free to sell." The case went

against Mr. Booth, and he repaid the costs dz rzs. 9d. to the

Company. The lVardens then demanded the moneys due from

him, and in January, r68o, he paid them ten pounds, and in r683
was bound to the Company in dzo not to " take any Apprentice

to ye damage of ye Mercers or Vlilliners in this Borrough." This

John Booth is described as a "'Iaylor."
Proceedings were also taken against a John Booth, Mercer,

thirty years later. On February 23rd, r1to, it was " ordered

that John Booth be forthwith prossicuted at Law, for infringing

* The Cornpany of Merchants at Alnwick took proceedings in the Quarter
Sessions and County Sessions against various people, for tt exercising the
mystery and calling of a merchant within the Borough, not being freemen or
having served an ipprenticeship fot seven years,"-Tate's " History of Aln.
rvick. "
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the liberties of the said Corporation,* & incroaching upon the

Severall trades, now united into the sd Company of Mercers, or

some of them, as counsell shall advise." There is in the minutes

no further reference to him, but fortunately amongst the few

papers left relating to the Company, there is an Indenture made

between the Steward and Wardens, representing the Company

of Mercers, and John Booth and John Gould of Derby, Mercers.

John Booth had been using the trade of a mercer, not being a

free burgess of the Borough, and had been " bearinge out and

covering under him ye said John Gould (a forreigner), in order

to make him a burgesse of the said borough, contrary to his

burgesse oath." All prosecutions against John Booth by the

Company were to cease, and the Company was to pay all costs

expended by them. Mr. Booth was to cease all actions against

the Company, and all prosecutions against the mayor and bur-

gesses upon a writ of mandamus, and pay all costs of the same.

He was to enter into a bond to Samuel Heathcote of Derby,

gent., in the sum of d36, and to pay dr8 for the use of the

Company. He undertook to quit possession of the shop at the

upper end of the Rotten Row, on or before September z9th,

and to " remove their effects & goods therein, to some part of
ye house or buildings of ye said Jno Booth, situate above on

ye North, or North West, side of All Saints Church, in Derby

aforesaid.t' They were not to carry on the trade of a mercer,

on the " South, South East, or South West, parts of All Saints

Church aforesaid, or nearer to the market place in Derby,

aforesaid, than y' said Church." Should the Corporation of the

Borough " think fitt to admitt y" said Jno. Gould to be a

Burgesse or Freeman of y" said Borough," or tt to restore ye

said Jno. Booth to his former freedom of a Burgess of y' said

Borough, from which he was lately disfranchised," then the

Company of Mercers shall not " oppose, but, as much as in

them lies, promote y" same." The deed was signed, sealed

It The Corporation of Detby which is referred to in the same minutes a few
lines above.
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and delivered by John Booth and John Gould, in the presence

of Sam. Heathcote and Sam. Heathcote, jun.
Another interesting case is that of Mrs. Dorothy Grerton,

who paid a larger composition than anyone else to the Company,
and also one to the Corporation. She was allorved to make her
apprentice free. On August r5th, r7o9, it was ,,agreed y, Mrs.
Gretton have leave to trade untill A lady next * & no longer,
& that security be given in yt time, such as may be of full
satisfaction to the Mercers Company, & it is further agreed, that
the persons undermentioned do go to acquaint Mrs. Gretton f
with this intent, to morrow morning, & give them till Michaelmas
next to consider, & then yt theygive theire answer, ifnot approvd
of, then to be proceeded against speedily. Mr. Alderman Cokayne,
Mr. Hodgkinson, Mr. Charles Tompson, Mr. Joseph Parker, Mr.
Jno Bennett." The anslver does not seem to have been satisfac-
tory, and proceedings were taken against Mrs. Gretton.

The minutes of a meeting ,,held at yu house of Mr Andrew

Jones y' 8th day of May Anno Dni r7rt," are in the same hand-
writing as that of the agreement with John Booth above men-
tioned. They are in legal characters which are much better than
those in which the minutes are generally written. They recite
that " prosecutions have been had in y. Sessions of y" peace,

held for y" said Borough, against y" said Dorothy Gretton', .

'tfor useing and exerciseing y" trade of a milliner within y.
Borough of Derby, not being a freewoman of y. said Borough,
nor in time of ffaires & Markets." The various matters were by
consent of Mrs. Gretton and the Company, ',referred to yo award,

umpirage, finall end, and determination of Thomas Gery of
Derby aforesaid gentl." The award was, that she should pay to
the Company A3o, and that the ,3sume of ten pounds, wh is

ordered by y" Mayor & Burgesses at a Com-on Councell held for
y'said Borough to be remitted to this fraternity, shall be likewise
paid to y'said Timothy Cartwright," for the use of the Company.

* A clerical error for Lady-Day,
f " Them " was crossed out and " Mrs. Gretton " inserted in the margin.
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She was admitted into the Company, and " is and shall be

accounted a member of y" said Company, with full & free liberty
to exercise & follow y' trade of a milliner within y' said Borough,

without any molestacon or disturbance rvhatsoever from this
Company." Her sister Mary Gretton, who was apprenticed to
her as a milliner, and who had " about two yeares of her time to
serve," was to be admitted to the Company as soon as she had

served her apprenticeship, or as soon as Dorothy Gretton should

die, or leave the trade of a milliner, " with full freedome and
liberty to follow and exercise y' said trade of a Milliner, as fully,
in all respects, as y" said Dorothy Gretton rnay, can, might, or
could have done if liveing."

A foreigner could not, without the license of the Company,
carry on one of the said trades, even if he married a freewoman
engaged in the same trade.* On November r5th, r7oo, it was

ordered, t'that in consideration of the sume of ffive pounds, then
paid & recd of Mr John Oates of Rypley, marrying the widdow of
Mr Tho Parker, Grocer, in Derby late deceased, we do hereby
oblige ourselves, that the said Mr John Oates & Elisabeth his
intended wife shall & may occupye the said trade of Grocer in
Derby, w"h she now useth, during the Terme of their naturall
lives, without any Let or Mollestation whatsoever."

Various other people were to be proceeded against, but we are

not told the results of the prosecutions. Sometimes a deputa-
tion was sent to the offender, as in the case of Mr.. Sore and
Mr. Wilson. On April rzth, t7 z6, it was " ordered, that the Steward

& Wardens, or two of them, do speak to Thomas Sore &
Clrambers Willson to enquire into their write to the Trade

* Similar customs were in force in other towns. For example, in I614, the
Company of Mercers and Ironmongers of Chester ordered T. Addersey (who
had married the niece of an ironmonger), to shut up his shop. He refused ;
"soe daie by daie, two others [of tbeir company] walked all daie before the
said shop, & drd forbidd & inhibit all that came to the said shopp, for buyinge
any wares there, & stopped such as came to buy wares there."-Gross. "Gild
Merchant," p. 36 note.

And, in 164r, a Mr, Johnson joined the Merchants' Company at Alnwick,
and was allowed to trade during his life, and his wife after him during her
widowhood. She married again, and they made her husband enter into a
bond of f4o not to trade in Alnwick.-Tate's " History of Alnwick."
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they now exercis, & report their answer to the Compan.v at the
next meeting," Having made their report on August"the rrth,
1726, it was ordered, that the same deputation ,,do attend on
Thomas Soar, & Demand of him Tenn pounds for the use of the
sd Compv, as not haveing any right to the trade of a Grocer he
now exercises, to receive his answer in tenn days.,,

On April 8th, 17 29, it was ,,ordered that Mr. Steward & the
Wardens shall treat with Mr. Wharton, on Termes for vinrlicateing
the write of the sd Company 1,, and at the next rneeting on April
r5th, it was "agreed, that yu preasent Steward & y. Wardens
shall have power to proceed against & prosecute Joseph Wharton,
as haveing no right to follow or exercise any Branch off trade,
tlrat shall be any way detrimentall to y" said Company, in yu
Burrough of Derby." The four next pages, r18 to rzr, have been
torn out of the book, and in the next entry, on page rzz, we find
that on March 3rst, r73o, Mr. Joseph Wharton was elected one
of the Wardens of the Company. Evidently he must have come
to terms with the Company, and paid his composition, during
the year of which we have no record. There is a certificate of
membership extant, shewing that he was admitted a member on
November zoth, r7zg, on the same day as Mr. Grayson, against
whom indictments were ordered to be made on June tgth, 1724.

In the case of Mr. William Balme, no quarter was shewn, and
it was decided after several previous orders to prosecute him, and
that " the sd William Balme shall not be adnritted, on any
Termes From the said Company, to exercise any trade in this
Corporation."

Although the powers of the Company were restricted to Derby,
its officers seem to have exercised jurisdiction beyond the limits
of the Borough. On December 6th, 1683, it was ordererl, that
the Wardens " doe cause goods to be bought of these severall
psons, viz .; W- Browne, of Etwall ; John Roberts, of Derby;
Barbara Heathcoate ; Elias Grice; W*. Cocker; Geo. Hardy,
of Belper I in order y, legall informacons be given against them,
for exercising trades for w"h the have noe R.ight.,,

The last record of any decision to prosecute is on October



r44 THE DERBY COMPANY OF MERCERS,

3oth, t752, when the Company empowered any member to

proceed against Hawkers and Pedlers. It was "ordered that

whereas severall persons (as Hawkers & Pedlers) & others, have

of late, & do Frequently, expose Goods to sail, to the prejudice

of the sd Compv ; who ever of the said Compv shall be at any

expence in prosecuting any such person or persons so offending,

shall be indemnifid by the said Company."*

The ordinary sources of income were the annual subscription of
two shillings paid by each member, and fines for not coming to

the annual meeting or when summoned to appear. These

amounted to a very small sum, as there were not many members

in the Company. The ordinary expenses were often less than a

sovereign. The greater part of the income was from fines and

compositions from traders who joined the Society I and the main

part of the expense was in prosecutions. These expenses were

sometimes recovered from the offender.

The officers had the power of making a levy on the members,

and although there is no actual mention of this power having been

exercised, the minute book contains some orders on the subject ;

but the amounts of assessment and the date of the meeting have

not been filled in, not have the orders been signed by the

officers.

The Wardens rendered their accounts somewhat irregularly,

and there is nothing to show that the fine of ten shillings and

penalty of disfranchisement were ever imposed on them for not

presenting their accounts within one month of their completion of

office. Sometimes they were allowed to run several years into

arrear. There is no copy of a balance-sheet on the minutes.

The sum which one set of wardens handed over to their succes'

sors is generally stated, sometimes the total amounts they received

and expended are given without any details. It was said of
Mr. Francis, who gave in his account on April r8th, 1693, " it
doth appear that he hath paid all the money out of his hands, &

by order of the Company, & is hereby discharged."

* The Company of Merchants at Alnwick, founded in 1582,- fre_quently
prosecuted o"hl"ti, and in the year t67o spent d83 I6s.8d. for that
'purpose. Tate's " History of Alnwick,"



't'HE DERBV COMPANY OF, NIERCERS. r45

When there was a large balance in hand, it was lent to an
officer of the Company fprobably for use in his business], and he

gave a bond for the amount. In July, fi77, d3z was ,.put into
the hands of Mr John 'Iaylor [mercer] & George fifletcher [apothe-
cary], equally betwixt them at six pounds p' Cent. interest p.

annum." 'fhis is the only mention of interest at six per cent.,
and it is uncertain from the minutes whether they paid it ; for in
February, 1684, i.e., five and a half years after, ,'Mr John Taylor
& N'Ir George ffletcher had tlieir bonds delivered in to them," and
repaid the thirty-two pounds, together with four pounds interest
l'hey may have spent some of the remainder on behalf of the

Company. The d36 was then put into the hands of Mr. George

Fletcher at five per cent., "for w'h said sum" he gave "his bond
y" day & yeare above said, to Mr Samuell Wills minister of All
Saints in Derby,':' who is intrusted for y" use of y" said Company."
In April, 1688, Mr. Fletcher paid one year's interest, and on

March r9th, 1689, was received by Mr..Franceys, Steward of the

Company, from " Mr Daniell Wetton & Mr Bull, two of the

trustees for Mr George ffietcher, the some of nineteene pounds

sixteene shillings, being one moitye of a bond for d36 with
interest, due from Mr Geo ffietcher to y" Company of
Mercers." There is no record of the remainder having been

received. On April r8th, r693, Mr. Richard Hodgkinson was

elected a brother in " roome of Mr George ffietcher, now remooved

into Ireland." Amongst the county records appears a letter from
this Mr. Fletcher,f applying for the post of Master of the House

of Correction, situate in Walker Lane, Derby. He says, "The
humble petition of Geo : fletcher late of Derby apothecary &
Licentiate in Phisick Sheweth Providence this Juncture of time
hath brought him the said Geo : Fletcher from Ireland, Aged & in
meane State Tho healthy Active, Wellknowne times past to many

for his public works to his Cost etc."

'( I doe not doubt but to have had his Grace the Duke of

* Mr. Wills was incumbent of All Saints'from t67r to his death in 1685.

t A copy of this letter is given by Dr. Cox in " Three Centuries of Derby'
shire Annals," t89o, Vol. I[., p. 3o.

II
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Devonshire's recomendation to this Employ had I had an opPor-

tunity upon y'account of that Service his Grace was pleased to

put upon mee in the late revolution," It is not known whether

Mr. Fletcher or the other applicant obtained the post' Mr' Fletcher

was churchwarden of AII Saints' in 1655-6, and one of the Wardens

of the Company the first year, and Steward the second year'

In October, 1682, the sum of twenty'nine pounds was " put into

the hands of " Mr. Nathaniel Doughtye, grocer. IIe was church-

warden of All Saints' in 1668-9. On November rst, 1683, it was

" ordered that Mr Nathaniel Doughty, one of y" Wardens of y"

said Company (being he is removed to dwell in the Country,) the

said Company doe elect Mr Abraham Crompton, Warden, in

Mr Doughtyes Stead." He paid only one year's interest on

April rrth, r688. In February, r689, he, together with

Mr. Fletcher, was ordered to pay the money, or " give such

securitie as the Company shall approove of." On Septernber zoth

1689, Mr. Franceys, Steward, t'received then of Mr W' Brook-

house, by order of Mr Natht Doughty, the some of twenty two

pounds : also received at y" same time from Mr W' Brookhouse,

by the order above, one Brothers Gowne vallued to the Company

by Mr Doughty at seven pounds: I say, received the above sd

money & gowne p'me W- ffranceys Steward." This entry is

interesting, because it shows that a second'hand gown was

worth seven pounds, a considerable sum in those days.* It
would probably be sold to a new Brother.

The next loan was to the Derby Corporation. The money

received from Messrs. Fletcher & Doughty amounted to d4r r6s.

At a meeting of the Mercers' Company on March rst, 1692, it
was " ordered that Mr, William ffranceys, Apothecary, doe pay to

the Major & Burgesses of Derby or their order, the sum of forty

pounds which hee hath now in his hands, being the moneys of
the said Company, for the carrying on the waterworks for the said

Towne, accordinge to agreement between the said Major &
Burgesses & Mr. George Sorrocold, for which said sum of forty

' The rent of the Angel Inn, with stabling- for sixty horses -was {ro per
annum.-"Chronicles oiAll Saints'," by Dr, Cox and St. John Hope'
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pounds the said Major & Burgesses are to give securitie to
Hugh Bateman, Gent. in Trust for the said Company, to be lent
for three years without interest." These works were situate at the
bottom of St. Michael's lane. .,The water engine was invented
by a Mr. Sorocold with a great deal of art. It at the same time,
with one wheel, throws up water to a cistern joining St. Michael,s
Church, which from thence is conducted by two pipes, and supplies
all parts of the town at a cheap rate, and turns a malt nrill and
bores elm trees for pipes, all at the same time and all managed by
one man."*

The history of this loan is interesting, because it shews that the
Company, which received its grant from the Corporation, was in
a position to lend the money to the I'own, and the Mayor &
Burgesses, probably for pecuniary reasons, were unable to repay it
at the time agreed upon. Various demands for the money were
made during a period of about twenty years, in which time no less

than nine members of the Company held the office of Mayor.
On Nov. z8th, 169g, seven months after the repayment had become
due, it was ordered " that Mr. Abraham Crompton & Mr. Jos.
Parker present wardens of the Company, that they shall waite
upon Mr. Noton Mayor to demand the fforty pounds, lent the
Corporation by the said Company which was lately due." On
April 6th, fi97, it was ordered "thar Mr. Gilbert Cheshire
Steward, & Thos. Bott & Dan. Watton psent wardens, do attend
Mr Major, to acquaint him that the said Company does expect

5 p'cent for the forty pounds, that was due from the Corporation
since the bond became due." After waiting three years, on
April znd, r7oo, it was "ordered that Mr. Hugh Bateman be

desired to waite uppon the next Common Hall, tb demand the
money due uppon a bond, taken in his name, from the Major
and Burgesses of this Burrowe, in trust for the Mercers Company,
w"b hath been due to the said Company severall yeares."

This visit to the Council, when sitting, had some effect, for
on Oct. z6th the same year the Company ,, Recd then of y.

" Woolley's MSS,, quoted by Simpson in .. History of Derby,r, 1826, p. 532.
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Major & Burgesses of ye Burrow of Derby, Twenty pounds in

part of a bond of forty pounds, due from y'Corporation to y"

Mercers Company." This sum was placed in the hands of three of

the members of the Company in unequal portions. On Oct. rst,

rToz,it was "ordered that Mr. Hugh Bateman doe demand the

money, that belongs to the Company, out of the hands of the

Corporation, to be paid in three months." No notice was taken

of this demand, and no interest seems to have been paid, for at a

meeting on April 8th, r7o6, it was "ordered then, that Mr. Hugh

Bateman shall waite rtpon Mr. Mayor &c. at the next Common

Hall, to demand the money that is due to the Mercers Company,

both the princeple and interest, and lVIr. Crompton* to goe alonge

with him." On Sept. r 6th, r 7o7, it was " ordered that Mr. Thomas

Bott, & AId. ffrancis Cokayne at the next Common Hall, do sue

the Major to pay in the principle and interest, that is due upon

Bond to the said Company, & report their answer the next

meeting."

On July 2rst, r7og, it was "agreed that a speedy method be

taken to get in the moneys due to them from the Corporation."
'Ihe last resolution on the subject was passed at a meeting of

the Mercers'Company on the z3rd of February, r7to, when it was

" order'd that the money due to this Company from the Cor-

poration of Derby be forthwith cailed in and be paid into the

hands of Mr. Abraham Crompton." A fine of ten pounds was

due from Mrs. Dorothy Gretton to the Corporation, as well as

one of thirty pounds to the Mercers'Company, and at a Common

Council it was ordered that the ten pounds should be remitted

to the Company. This was in May, r7rr. Thus was left a

balance of ten pounds owing by the Corporation, and there is
no further mention of the transaction in the records of the

Mercers' Company.

In the year t72g, the rate of interest was lowered to four per

cent. by the Company; they lent dzz to Mr. Richardson at that

rate on his note of hand, and at a meeting on April 27th, t73t'i

* One of the wardens.
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was " agreed that who ever shall have the Companys mony

shall give four p' cent pr a.,n t give doultle security for the
same." d53 was lent to Mr. Joseph Pike, of which sum he

owed dr8 7s. in April, 1735. This is the last mention of any
accounts in the recorcls of the Company, which end in the year
r74o. The Company seems never to have been very rich, nor to
have had any donations from ', Generous Benefactors,,, though
pages were provided for entering them in the records. The
largest income was probably during the first year of the Com-
pany, it amounted to over sixty-nine pounds. The wardens do
not seem to have had more than about seventy pounds in hand at
any one time. Their object was not to amass funds, but to obtain
enough money to carry on prosecutions, in order to protect the
interests of the various trades united into the Company. They
were not altogether successful in their loans to members, as the
case of Mr. Fletcher shews.

Nathaniel Prime, Mercer, orved them ten pounds in r7r4, and
on July z9th, 1714, it was ,,ordered that whereas Mr Nathaniell
Prime is indebted to the said Company the summ of tenn pounds,
yt the Steward & Wardens do receive of him, the sd M. prime,

three pounds six shillings & eight pence, & he to be dischargd.,,
In 1693-4 he was Churchwarden of All Saints', and the third
Bell at that church has his name upon it. He was elected a
Brother of the Conrpany in 1699, was twice Steward, and twice
Warden, the last time being in rTzo; so that his inability to
pay his debt to the Company did not preclude him from office
afterwards.

Very few fines seem to have been levied for non-attendance
at rneetings. On February 3rd, 1676, John Dunnidge, Thos.
Widdowson, and Richd Piggin, Brethren of the Con.rpany, were
amerced and fined twelve pence for not being at the meeting.
The remaining ten officers were present, and signed their names.

On March z8th, 1676, being Tuesday in Easter Week, the
day for the Election of Steward, there were present, the Steward,
one Warden, and seven Brothers who signed the book, making
nine out of the thirteen officers who would have signed it if
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they had been there. The other Warden, Francis Marshall,

another Brother, R. Piggin, and John Stone who signed the

first obligation (p. ,g+) and Richard Ward and Edward Waste,

Tobacconist, who signed the second obligation, were fined ten

shillings, in accordance with the by'law for not being present

on this occasion. Henry Holmes and John Dunnidge, the two

remaining Brethren, probably had leave of the Steward to be

absent. After taking the above sixteen members into accountt

there remain twenty-four who signed either one or the other of

the obligations and who were not fined. Since all members were

to attend in their Gowns and Cloaks, we must either suppose the

remaining ones were present, or had leave to be absent. There is

no list recorded in the minutes of all the members present at any

meeting, and the minutes were signed only by the officers who

lrere at that meeting. It seems that those unable to come to

the Annual Meeting were not fined, provided they sent the

moneys due from them to the Company. On April r7th, 1677,

were fined ten shillings " for those that attend not personally (or

send not their moneys) " R. Piggin, the only officer who was

absent, John Stone, Joseph Sadler, Ed. Waste, Wm. Henworth,

John Bourne, Thomas Brookes, and Anne Bloodworth. The

above are the only fines recorded for non-attendance,

The minute book, roll of officers, and certificates of
membership were examined by inspectors, who may have been

in sonre way connected with the Inland Revenue. They were

not members of the Society, and their names are not those of
Derbyshire people; they were probably not appointed by the

Society, as there is no mention of them in either by-laws or

minutes; they did not inspect the books until nearly forty years

after the founding of the Company, and they made certain

notes about, the duty on stamps in connection with the admission

of members. The following note has been made by one of
them after the minutes of July z9th, r7r4. "The duty on

stamps comenced from the z8'h of June 1694, which charged the

admission of any person into any Corpora-ton or Company, with

the sume of one shilling. By another Act all such adnrissions
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now from the first of August 1698 charged vith an additionall
duty of r''" And on June r6th, r7r9, it was "agreed that wee

will enter the members of this Company upon stamped paper as

the Law directs."
There is a sheet of parchment about 29 x t2 inches with

thirteen names written on it, saying that each one was "admitted
a member of the Mercers Company." The dates run from 1683

to t72o, and correspond with those in the minutes on which the

respective people were elected brothers of the Company. From

an analysis of the signatures to the minutes for several years

preceding rTzo,it appears that this is a list of names of the

thirteen officers of the Company in r7zo, It is signed " ad huc

suy'od R. Baynes." For each name two one-shilling stamPs are

attached. This parchment roll may be the result of the minute

of June r6th, r7r9. We have seen that brothers were called

members on this parchment, and on and after April 7th' 1724,

the word " member " is always used in the minutes instead of the

old and correct word " brother."
After the minutes of May r4th, r73o, the inspector wrote:

" Supvis Wm. I-ongman; " immediately under is the following

entry, which for some time the writer of this paper could not

understand-
" Fra Walker Jun
paull Nightingale

Joseph Wharton

James Grayson

on no stamp

only "

The whole has been crossed through with the pen, and under-

neath written, " All made good by Wm. Longman, exc: Nightin-
gale." All this is in Mr. Longman's hand-writing. Some papers

received afterwards explained the entry. They were eleven

certiGcates of membership of the Company (for nine members,

two of them being duplicates with the difference explained below).

They are very likely some of the stamped papers referred to in
the minute of June r6th, r719.

Two of them were for Mr. Joseph Wharton, saying that he was

admitted free of the l\lercers' Company. The one is on paper,

on

on
3.6
do. 6

L

I
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costing eightpence per quire, and embossed with three sixpenny

stamps, and not signed by the inspector. The other is on paper

at ninepence per hundred, and embossed with two one-shilling

stamps, and signed by Wm. Longman.

Two were for Mr. James Grayson, the one on paper embossed

with two sixpenny stamps and not signed, the other on paper

embossed with two one-shilling stamps and signed Wm. Longman.

All four are dated November zoth, 17zg, It is evident that the

certificates were insufficiently stamped, and that Mr. Longman

refused to sign them. Fresh ones were written out on properly

stamped paper, and then signed by Mr. Longman, who at the

same time crossed out the note he had made, and signed his

name again. Paul Nightingale's he did not make good. His
certificate is supervised by Jno. Calthorpe.

The following signatures occur after the minutes of the dates

named:-
Ap- 23, r7r7. " Supvd ad huc p'Jo : Ryfiby."
.Lp. rr, 17zr. " Ad huc supvid p'Rd Baynes."

Ap. tz, 1726. "Supvd p'Rd Baynes."

Ap. 23, 1728. " Supvid ad huc p'trVilliam Holly."
May r4, r73o. t'Supvis W'" Longman."

Ap. 4, t738. " Inspectd by John Calthorpe."

Aug. r3, r74o. " Inspected by B. Bromhead."

The following signatures are dated :-
" May r3, t734, Supvisd thus far by me W' Holly."

" Inspected May 27, r736, W- Longman."

According to the Grant, the Steward could choose the time and

place of meeting. The annual rreeting for the election of officers

was to be held " at such place other than the Guildhall of the

said Borough of Derby, which for that purpose nray be used by
the said Company, upon speciall licence to be obtayned from the
Maior." There must be some error here, there is no doubt it
means tbat they could meet in the Guildhall on Tuesday in
Easter week by special leave from the Mayor.

For the first ten years the annual meetings were held at the
Town Hall, or "'I-ownes " Hall, and once at the County Hall.
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Theu they were held at the house of the Steward for the time
being. All meetings after 169r, and ordinary meetings before
that year, were held either at houses which may have been inns
(the householder's name only being given), or at inns. ,I.he

Angel and the George were the most frequently used. Others
were the Bell, the Dolphin, the 'falbut, the Royal Oak, and the
Crane.

'the Records end abruptly in t74o, and there is nothing to
indicate the reason. Four pages are rrissing, and we cannot tell
whether they contained any records or not. The same Steward
and Wardens served for the last four years, and two nerv lrrethren
were elected during the last year. The Company probably died
out, as many others did in England, in the eighteenth cer)tury.

The powers of such companies were taken awa1, by the

Mrrnicipal Colporations Act of r835, which provided that ,,every

person in any Borough may keep any shop for the sale of all
lawful wares and n)erchandises by wholesale or retail, and use

every lawful trade, occupation, urystery, and handicraft for hire,
gain, sale, or otherwise within any Borough."

The following lists of of,ficers are extracted from the minutes.
'Ihe apprentices I have arranged according to the dates on which
they were bound, instead of aiphabetically as they occur in the
book.

Ltsr or StEwenos.
167 5

1676

t67 7

r678

t67 g

r 68o

r68r
r68z
r 683

John Taylor, Mercer.

George Fletcher,

Apothecary.

I rancis Marshall.

John Dunnitlge, Grocer

fMayor 66o, 1684).

John Taylor.
William Parker.

Nathaniel Douglrtye.
Thos. Gery, Apothecary.

Samuel Fletcher fMayor
r69rl.

Saruuel Cheshire INlayor
r69cl.

Henry Holmes fMayor
fis4).

Thos. Widdoson.

Thos. Bott [Mayor
r 7051 .

Thos. lVari.
Wiiliam Ffrancis
(Apoth.) fMayor r697,

r699, & rToo].

t684

r 685

r686

r687

r 688

t 689



r5q

169o Abraham CromPton
(Mercer)

r69r Francis Cokayne" (M)f

[Mayor r]ofu 17 L t,

r7zr, t733).

r69z Joseph Parker (M).
r693 Sam. Fletcher.
1694 John Taylor.
r695 Rich. Hodgkinson.

llsaack Meynell (M)'
rogolSam. Cheshire, in place

L of Meynell decd'

1697 Gilbert Cheshire (M).

r698 Dan Watton (AP.).

r699 Thos. Bott (N1).

rToo Nath Prime (M).

rTor Thos. Bingham.

rToz Rich. Ward (M) [MaYor
-,7ro, rTrg).

r7o3 Abra. CromPton'
r 704 FrancisCokaYne, MaYor.

r7o5 Thos. Bennet.

r7o6 Francis trVard.

r7o7 Chas. ThomPson (Iron.)
r7o8 Joseph Parker.

r 7o9 Richd Hodgkinson.
rTro Nathaniel Prime.

rTrr Timothy Cartwright.
rTrz Daniel Watton.
r7r3 'fhomas Fisher (Alder-

man) fMayor r 7o9'
17 r4).

THE DERtsY COMPANY OF MERCERS.

r7r4 John Brentnall.
r 7rS Robert Bakewell [MaYor

1739, rl5r, 175g).

r716 Thomas Bingham.

r7r7 Riclrard Hodgkinson

the younger.

r7r8 Joshua Smith [MaYor
t7 40) .

r7r9 Aldernran Cokayne'

rTzo Robert Shore.

rTzr John Bourn.

rTzz Daniell Bott.
r7z3 Philip Gell.

17 z4 John Brentnall.
r7z5 John Bingham [MaYor

r7 57).
17z6 Mark Dawson.

r7z7 Joseph Pike.

r7z8 Hurnphry l3ooth [MaYor
17 461.

r 729 Samuel Richardson'
r73o James Grayson.

r73r Paul Nightingale'
r73z f)o. do.

r733 Joseph Wharton.

r734 Paul Nightingale.

r735 Thomas Bennet.

r736 Richard lVard.

r737 'lhomas Noton.

1738 Do. do.

r73g Do, do.

r74o Do. do.

His el<lest son, Francis Cockayne, was Lord Mayor of London in t75t.
f (M) means Mercer'



r675 lirancis Marshall, Upholsterer
r676 John Dunnidge, Mercer.
r677 Nathaniell Doughtye.
r678 Samuell Fletcher.
r679 Henry Holmes.
168o Thos. Bott, Mercer.
r6tir John '.faylor, Mercer.

r68z -[olin 
Dunnidge.

r68r W- Parker.

r684 Abrahanr Crompton.
r685 Samuel Cheshire.

r686 Henry Holmes.
r687 'lhos. Widdoson.
r688 Thos. Bott.
t689 John Taylor.
r69o W- Parker (M),
169r San.r' Cheshire [Mayor]
r69z'I'homas Widdoson.
1693 Thos. Ward.
r694 F'ran. Cokayne.
r695 Abra. Crompton (M).
r696 Rich. Hodgkinson (I).
r697 Daniel Watron (Apoth.)
r698 Fran. Cokayne(M).
t699 Abra. Crompton (M).
rToo Tho. Ward.

rTor Thos. Bott.
rToz Gilbert Cheshire.
r7o3 Jno. Taylor.
r7o4 'l'hos. Bennet.
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Lrsr or Wannpws.

r55

Geo. Fletcher, Apothecary.
W- Parker, Mercer.
'l'hos. Gery, Apothecary.

SamtCheshire.

Tlros. Widdison.
Thos. Ward, Mercer.
!'raucis Marshall, Uphol-

sterer.

Geo. Fletcher (Marshall
decd).

William Francis.
Nathaniel Doughtye.
Abraham Crompton.
Francis Cockayne.

Samuel Fletcher.

Joseph Parker.
'lhomas Ward.

William Francis.
George l-fletcher.

SamrFletcher.

Hen. Holmes,
'Ihomas Bott.

Rich. Hodgkinson.
Isaack Me,vnell.

Jos. Parker (M).
Gil. Cheshire (M).
Thomas Rott (M).

Joseph Parker (M).
Dan trVatton (Apoth.)
Tho. Bingham.

Fran. Cokayne.
Nath. Prime.

Rich. Ward.

Chas. Thompson.
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r Zo5 Jos. Parker.

r7c6 Abra. CromPton.

r7o7 Thos. Bott.

r 7o8 (iilbert Cheshire'

r7o9 Charles ThomPsorr.

rTro'limothy Cartwright'

rTrr Joseph Parker.

rTrz Richard lVard.

r7r3 Daniell Wattolt.

r7r4 Thonras Fisher.

r7r5 Richard Hodgkinson.

r7r6 Charles TomPson'

r7r7 Abraham CromPton.

r7r8 Richard Hodgkinson, Jur
r7r9 Joshua Smitlr.

rTzo Nath. Prime.

rTzr John Brentnali.

rTzz Thomas Bingham.

r7z3 Daniel Bott.

t7z4 )ohn Bingham.

r7z5 PhiliP Gell.

r7z6 'fhonras Bennet.

1727 Robert Shore

r7z8 John Bingham.

r7z9 Robert Shore.

r73o Mark Dawson.

r73r Samuel Richardson'

1732 Do.
'r733 HumPhrY Booth'

r734 Thomas Bennett.

r735 Samuel Richardson'

r736 JosePh Pike.

r737 Robert Shore.

r 738 Do.

r73g l)o.

17 40 Do.
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Ffrancis Ward.

Dan. Watton.

Fran. Cokayne.

Rich. Hodgkinson

John Bennct.
'llros. Bennett.

Thos. Bingharn.

Thos. Bennett.

Johu Brcntnall.

Robert Bakewell.

John Bennet.

Rob'Bakewell.
Ald- Cokayne.

Robert Bakewell (M).

Thomas Bennet.

John Bourn.

Daniel Bott'
Robert Bakewell,

Richard Hodgkinson, Senr.

Robert Shore.

Mark Dawson.

Joseph Pike'

John Bown.

Samuel Richardson.

John Bourn.

Joseph Wharton.

Joseph Pike.

Do.

John Cooke.

Nlark I)awson.

Thomas Noton.

John Steer.

Joseph Pike.

Do.

Do.
Do.



do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.
Do.

Do.

Do.

Jan. 7

Do.

Dec. z r

Jan. z7

April z

Aug. 8
May t7
Nov. r
Ap. 6

Ap. r8

Ap. ro
Nov. z8

June r r

Juue 7

Dec. zo

Nov. ro
Sept. 9
Oct. z8

Nov. 4

Jan. z4

laly zr

t67 4
do.
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Lrsr or Bnprnnsw.

lvilliam parker, Mercer 
In Place of

William Handford, Mercer
(did not serve)

John Dunnidge, Grocer
Nathaniel Doughtl,e, Mercer
Thomas Gery, Apothecary

Sanruel Fletcher, Mercer

Sanruel Cheshire, do.

Richard Piggin, do.

Henry Holmes, Apothecary
Thomas Widdoson, Iron-

monger

Robert Adams
Thomas Bott, Mercer R. Adams
Thomas Ward, Mercer
William Franceys F. Marshall, decd'

Abraham Crompton 'fhos. Gery, decd'

Francis Cockayne

Joseph Parker Jno. Dunnidge, decd'

Richard Hodgkinson, Geo. Fletcher, to Ire
(Ironmonger) land

Isaak Ivleynell (M.)
Gilbert Cheshire (M.) Saml. Fletcher, decd'

Daniel Watton, (Apoth.) Isaak Meynell, decd'

Nathaniel Prime (Mer.) Hen. Holmes, decd'

Thomas Bingham (M.) lVilliam Parker, decd'

Richard Ward (M.) Thos. Ward, dec'L

Thos. Bennet (Iron.) Sam. Cheshire, decd.

Chas.Thompson(Iron.) Ald. Wm. Franceys,

decd'

Francis Ward, (M.) Jno. Taylor, decd.

John Bennet (M.) Ffrancis Ward, decd.

Tinrothy Cartwright Thomas Bott, resigned

t67 5

1676

fi78
r68r
r683

r 683

r 686

t693

r694
r695
t696
t69g

,,
tTot
r7 03

r703

r704
r70g
r709
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Ap.z

Do.

July 18

Nov. 8

17 13

r716

March 19 17r8

June 16 t7r9

do.

r7r3

In Place of

Thomas Fisher, Alder- Gilbert Cheshire, re-

man (Apoth.) signed

John Brentnall (M') Richard Ward, resigned

Robert Bakeweil Timothy Cartwright, re-

signed

Richard Hodgkinson,
jur. (Iron.)

Joshua Smith (Apoth.) Charles Thompson'

decd'

Robert Shore (Uphol- Joshua Smith, declined

sterer)

John Bourn

Daniell Bott
Philip GelI

John Bingham

Mark Dawson Mr.AbrahamCromPton,
decd'

Joseph Pyke John Brentnall, decd'

Humphry Booth

Samuel Richardson John Bennet, resigned

James Grayson 1Not in minute book (pp. torn

Joseph Whartonl'out), but entered on stamped

' 
pup"t.

Paul Nightingale John Bourn, non-resi-

dent

John Cooke 'fhos. Bingham, resignd'

Richard Ward JosePh Wharton, non-

resident

Thomas Noton John Cook, non-appear-

ance when summoned

John Steer Robert Bakewell, re-

signed

Mark Dawson, jur. His father, resigned

Benjamin Bingham John Steer, decd'

Feb. r7
Ap. rr
Ap. r6
Ap.z
Mc.h. 3o

Ap. tz
Ap.+
Ap. z3

Nov. zo

r7 20

r7 2t
r7 23

r7 24

r7 25

qz6
r7 27

17 z8

r7 29

Ap. zo r73r

Mch. z7

Ap. 8
r7 33
r 735

Do. do.

Ap.r7 1736

Aug. t3 r74o
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Lrsr or RBorsrsns.

Robert Adams, Grocer
and Freeman of CoY.

William Francis, Apothe-
cary

Abraham Crompton
Francis Cockayne

Lrsr or Bneor.es.

Henry Corden

Joseph Sadler

John Jackson

r59

Aug. 14 t67S

Dec. z r do.

Aug. 8
May 17

r68r
r 683

Aug'
Ap.

t4
6

8

167 5

r686
17 35Ap.
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