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the custom of their forefathers, anrl built those half-timbered

m*,::,T;-L,fi *i,:.,::T,i::"JJ:T'f ,,.";"Jn;
UEII half from Chapel-en-le-Frith, and commancls exten-

sive views or.r three sicles. Old as the present Hall

is, it originally replaced a far more ancient builcling, as to which

a ferv suppositions may be offeretl.

When Henry II., in rr56, "causecl nearly all the castles rvhich

had been erected in England in the time of King Stephen to be

tlemolished,"* the building, without speeial licence from the

Crown, of stone or embattlerl castles or mansions was prohibited'

lvhich accounts for the frequent entries in the history of many

of our oltl families that during the following centuries a license

was granted to them to erect stone rvalls anrl embattle their

resirlences. Ilence the cotlntry gentry ancl yeomen returnetl to

* Roger de lfoveden.
Ivol-. xxv



2 BRADSI]AW HALL 1\ND THE BRADSHAWES,

stnrctures of which so ma.nv still, fortunately, remain to us. In
Derbyshire, hotvever, as in other counties where stone is the
plentiftrl building material, 

'antl 
timlter comparatively scarce,

they are rare, for when in Tudor times the prohibition was
removed, or no longer observerl, the fashion arose to rebuild
rvith the materials nearest to hanrl, rather than to continue to
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BRADSHAW I{T\LL AND THE BRADSiI WES J

uphold those woorlen structures to which fire was, and still is'

ni*.y, an immir.rent clanger. This ' latter reAson was brought

prominently to the fore at thal time, for it was not until the

n.rlvent of the Turlors that the chimney lvas intro(ltlcecl intrr

usual domestic architecture in England, antl it natttrally neces-

sitatetl great changes in interrlal arrangement, anrl arlclerl r'ro

trittle to that tlanger until its construction was llerfectec.l by

experience.
The present Ha'lt at Brarlsharv is an interesting instance of

such rebuilditrg, for its .t'ery plan tells us thlt it has been built

upon the founrlations of its half-timbererl prerlecessor' Taking

the ground plan of the hall anrl of the withtlrarving roonr
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4 BRADSHAW HALL AND THE BRADSHAWES.

together, we have a parallelogram of 4z ft. by rg ft., which
elosely compares, as to length at least, with that of the otd
home of the Lancashire I{adcliffes, which until recent years
trpheld its oaken structure of 43 ft. by z6 ft.

Such was the original plan of the medieval hall of the
Brarlshawes in, perhaps, the thirteenth .century_a 

plain hall,
open to its high-pitched roof, with a hearthstone in the centre
from which the smoke aseendecl to the rafters and found its way
out through a hole in the tiling called the .. louvre.,, The
entrance would be at the lower end of the hall, and is again
evidencecl on the original grounrl plan of the present buil<Iing,
where the position was retainert. At the upper end of the
hall, rvhere the " Withdrawing Roorn ,, is marked on the plan,
ttould be the raised da.is, where the head of the hnuse and his
family dined antl livecl. As time progressed, the requirements
of civilization prompted the adclition of kitchens to the lower
erld of the hall, which woulcl be aclded on the site of what is
now (( Kitchen No. r " on the modern plan, and private rooms
fot the gentry would be built, or at least partitioned off, at the
upper end of the hall. This was the usual plan of a mediaval
hall, and a typical example may still be seen at Baguley, near
Cheadle, where the kitchen and private rooms alone have been
reb[ilt, leaving the grand ol<] half-timbered hall in its original
cofldition as it was before chimneys were thought of.

The advent of the chimney caused immediate structural
changes; the introduction came fr.om the Continent towards the
close of the fifteenth century, and in the days of Henry VIII.,jf not earlier, the custom of adding stone stacks to the existing
buildirtgs became prevalent throughout the country. These
were uBually built outside one of the sides of the hall, and
eontained a broad archway, opening into the room, in which
the log fire was kindled. This seems to have been the case
at Bradshaw, for on the line of rvhat was formerly the outside
wall of the hall is still standing a great stone chimney_stack,
ttrarked A on the plan. That it was the chimney to the ancient
Hall, and is the oldest portion of the present builcling, there



BRADSHAW HALL AND THE BRADSHAWES' 5

can be little doubt, for it plays no part in the later design'

Moreover, a portion of the t<-rp, where the plaster " parging "

of its flue (there tapered to about z ft' \n diameter) can still

be seen, has been taken down to allow the main timbers of the

present roof of t6ro-zo to pass over its head; it has been filled

in ,rd its archway beneath built up' When the architect

designed the later building, he found that this old stack fell

into line with his plan and served as a support for the great

staircase which he built around it' Hence' it has survived as

a solitary memoriai to mark the site of the structure' which has

almostvanished.Oneothermemento,however'wehave'The
staircase is supported or.r bearing timbers made of principals

from the old high-pitched roof, in which the mortices and oak

pins still disclose th"i, p,"uiot's use and design; these' after

,"rri,",g their original purpgse for generatiorls' lvere yet sound

".rorgh 
to be used to sustain the heavy staircase-a remarkable

testimony to the quality of the oak selected for such purposes

sorne six centuries ago, ancl still apparently as good as ever'

It is very possible that at the date when the chimney-stack was

added, the old wooden kitchens were repiaced bv a small single-

storied or low stone building on the site of the present kitchen'

marked " Kitchen No. t " on the modern plan' for tradition says

that a wing of Braclshaw was pullerl tlown' perhaps a hundred

or a hunclred and fifty years ago, ancl its materials used to build

an iun at Chapel-en-le-F-rith'* This is the only position from

which any portion of Bratlshaw could then have been removed'

and that it was but a very smail building is evidenced by the

fact that there are original windows in the present Hall confining

its breadth an<I height to the confir.res of the present kitchen'

and its length could not have been greater because of the falling

away in the level of the natural ground' There is a little con-

firmatory evi<lence, too, that these Turlor kitchens were preserved

in use, at least after the main hall was rebuilL' in that the

r6to-zo design was not completecl quite contemporaneously'

* The "Royal Oak" Inn has been

placed on this.
mentioned, but little reliance can be



6 SRADSHAw HAIL AND THE BRADSIIAwES.

The hali was evidently completed before the new kitchens, and
perhaps the present Withdrawing Room, were added, for there is.
a curious miscalculation in the breadth of the kitchen wing, which
has conseQuently slightly overlapped the jamb of the passage
window, and which would not have occurred if the angle had
been built in one piece. Therefore, it is probable that the old
kitchens and living rooms were retained and used until the new
dining hall was erected, and that subsequently the old kitchens
(only) were retained for ger.reral purl)oses, for at that <Iate they
would be less than a century old. 'fhese would naturally be the
first to decay, and probably their removal becarne necessary in
the eighteenth century.

The foregoing descriptior.r, imperfect, perhaps, in some of
its deductions, will serve to convey a genera,l iclea of the ancient
Hall as it existed in the closing vears of the reign of Elizabeth.
Then the main dining hall itself had probably stoo.d for more
than three hundred years, and the time had arrived when fashion
or decav, though probably the former, demanded its recon-
struction.

Between the years 16oo and 16zo, but more probably within
the latter of the two decades, Bradshaw Hall was entirely rebuilt,
with the soie exceptions of the great chimney and, probably,
the kitchens, as previously explained. The result of that
rebuilding is well illustrated in the photogral_rhs before us, and,
so far as the outside is concerned, as its architect Ieft it nearly
three hundred years ago, so it stanrls to-day, save that economies
in avoidance of the old wi,idow tax have, unfortunately, inducecl
the filling in of rnany of the windows, and on the south side a
vandalism which can be felt, and is, therefore; not illustrated,
has substituted four nineteenth century sash windolvs. The
architecturg although of this date, is still in the Elizabethan
style, but, as is usually the case where hard gritstone is used,
olving to the difficulty of its working, the detaiis are. as simple
as possible. The windows are beautifully proportioned examples
of the plain mullioned and transomed type, so. frequentlv seen
in buiidings of that period, especially in this county. l{ost eif
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BRADSIIAW HALL AND THE BRADSIIAWtsS' 1

them are comPosed of four lights with a transom' and contain'

or have contained, tinted glass within diamond-shaped leaden

panes. The proportions of the mullior.rs and transoms convey

,fr" id"* of' strength and lightness combined' and the straight

label mould, over the window head, is as effective as it is

simple. Those t'indows which have been filled in' still' in

*o* 
"ur"r, 

retain their jambs, heads, ancl sills' ar.rd' therefore'

but await the light of restoration'

The gable coping is of neat desigrl' and' without being

obtrusive, assists to give that air of soliriity to the building

which is one of the characteristics of the Elizabethan style'

'fhe door heads are simply plairr lintels' segmental in shape'

with a deep splay, which is contirlued down the jambs' ter-

minating in neat stops. As neither of them (for there are two)

bears any inscription, the main entraltce rvas probably pro-

tected by a porch, and this is the more likely because' if its

cloorway were turnecl towards the kitcherl entratlce, the arrange-

rnent woulcl bring the main gateway and approach into a straight

lir-re rvith the centre of the small courtyard so formed' ir-rsteacl

of, as at present, in line with neither doonvay' Whilst upon

the subject of this porch, it should be mentioned that' buiit

into one of the farm buildings adjoining' is a stone which may

rvell have been preservetl fr<-rrn its gable' for it is inscribed lvith

the initials of Francis Braclshawe, the then orvner of the Hall'

an<l of his wife, Barbara liradshawe, nie Davenport' namely

.,F B B B 161 9," above a design somewhat resembling

the linen.foltl pattern, so often seen on oak furniture of that and

of an earlier periocl. If this were the true positior-r of the

stone, it suggests that the Hall rvas completed in 1619' which

woulcl agree with the clate, oue year later' up<-rr-r the main gate-

rvay, for that would probably not be erected until the extra' and

bulky, traffc necessary during the building operations' no longer

prohibited a restricted apllrciach'

The gateway, which stands some 8o ft' away' on the o1d briclle

roacl leading to the ar.rcier-rt highway on Eccles Pihe' is' as will

be seen from its illustrations, of an exceptionally neat and



8 SRADSHAW HALL AND THE BRADSHAWES.

picturesque charactel.. Above the arch, on the north sicle, it
is embellished with armorial bearings, anrl on the south si.e.is
ornamented with a shield within floriated scroll work belorv
the inscriptiotT, " 1620, FRANols BRADSHAWE." There
are indications that originally the archway was enclosed with
double gates,-and rebates for which still remain in the upper
section, but the lower has evidently been slightly restored,
perhaps some half-century ago. A feature of the walling round
tsradshaw is its heavy double copir.rg. The eastern boundarv
wall has been removed, but its rine is traceabre between the Harl
and the present roa.d, ancr was continued to the terraces on the
south side. In the fielcl, in front of these, can still be seen the
outlines of the old gardens or orchards.

Entering the Hall by the principal entran6g_that is, speaking
figuratively from the original plan, for the doorway is now built
up-we notice a quaint little window on the right, aboutr ft. 8 ins. by r ft. z ins., which gave light to the vestibule,
but which now merely opens into a mo,Iern adclition to one
of the two farmhouses, into which Bradsharv has been divide<J,
perhaps, fifty years ago. Hence we pass through a splayed
doorway into the dining hall. This was (for it is now divided
by partitions) a spacious room, 22 ft. by rg ft., lighted by a
pair of fourJight winclows, no\,v, alas, as previously mentioned,
replaced by modern work. Above, to support the floor of the
upper storey, and the rooms at Bradshaw are unusually rofty,
are massive oak beams about 16 ins. deep by 14 ins. wide,
moulded and stopped on the lower edges. On the left is a
very fine segmental arch over the entrance to the staircase;
it has a span of 4 ft., and its depth frorn front to back is
4 ft. r in., being deeply splayed on the outer side I altogether,
the design is striking, and if the old window, lighting the
staircase behind it, were but opened out, the effect wo.uld be
distinctly qua.int and picturesque. This archway springs from
the ancient chimney, through which it may have been cut, which
here, for the greater part of its length, forms the side of the
hall, and no doubt, to the mind of its seventeenth centurv



!
s
\
I

t
i

d
a
a

F
&
oz
i
rd
ir

c

F

j
'l

!i

a



BRADSHAW I{ALL AND l'HE BRADSHAWES' 9

architect, added much to the stability of the building; but'

slleaking as one of his motlern successors, this, his work' was

too sound to require. I"urther, or-r the same side, is another

archway leading to the kitchen, and at the top of the hall was the

original great fireplace and a door leading into the withdrawing

room. There seem to be some indications of a door in a

similar position at the oPposite end of the same wall, but rvhether

it was a second door into the withdrawing room,'r' designed,

perhaps, for the purpose of an even effect in the interior detail

of the hall, or whether it was merely a cupboard in the thick-

ness of the wall, is not now al)parent. t Above it, certainly,

although now plastered over, is a large cupboard, which opened

into the withdrarving room' Of this we are told, in Sccret

Chambers and Hiding Placcs, that there is, or was, a secret

chamber, high up in the wall, large enough to hold three persons'

Probably the cupbo'ard would hold three persons, but, alas for

the ronrance, much of the space which it now occupies was

formecl by the moclern alterations to divide the Hall into

two farmhouses, and comprises the space over the lolv internal

porch or passage to the door, then opened for access to the

garrlen. A 't priest lnle " in the Puritanic house of Bradshaw

would indeed have been an auomaly. T'he withdrawing room is
'iighted by similar wiudows, but that to the east has been built

up. Identicai beams cross its ceilir.rg, but in a different

direction to those of the hall, showing that it never formed

part of the same room, as was once thought; moreover, its

chimney-stack seParates the two.

Tuming to the left into the passage, ornametlted rvith a

moulded cornice, which lea.ds to the kitchens, we notice the

fine fourJight winclolv at the er.rd, cruelly mutilated to form the

modern main entrance' On the right are the doorrvays to the

kitchen and larcler, to the former of which there is no cloor

nor any trace of there ever having been anythirg of the kind'

* The snlay of the iamb suPports this altcrnative'. See next Paragraph'
t ii-;;ia'lr" .emelnlrered iirat all thcse oLservations were rna'[e withi,

ptr.t"r"J--'r"a papered wclls which, therefore, cannot be disturbed for

theoretica| enquirY'



IO BRADSHAW HALL AND THE BRADSHAWES.

A feature of Bradshaw rs that all the door jambs have been
splayed off, both in the same direction, and those of the
kitchens are severeiy treatecl in this manner. The direction
always follorvs the lir.re o,f general traffic, and the idea evidently
rvas to cut off the corners and, especially in the case of the
kitchens, no doubt to facilitate the carriage of the heavily-
laden trenchers to the dining hal. The kitche,s are simirarry
lighted, and the fireplace is containecl in a large outside chimney_
stack, as sho,wn on the photograph taken from the north_east.

Returning through the hall to ascend the mair-r staircase, we
pass, on the right, under the stairs, a store room or very small
cellar, but it is now little lower than the ]evel of the rest of
the flooring; it may, however, have been the,entralrce to the
old cellars, of which more anon. The massive staircase is
about 4 ft. in width, ar.rd consists of solid oak steps; it is sup_
ported by the ancient chimney-stack, an<1 opens into a small
landing on the first floor, from s,hich access is given to various
bedrooms, and through them to others. This 1anding, which
originally was lighted by the usual four-light winrlow, now
partially built up, has a remarkable ceiling, cornice, and frieze
in pla.ster work (see illustration). Around the latter, in raisecl
letters, is the following verse or verses :-,, : LOVE . GO D . BVT
. NOT . GOLD" : A . MAN .WITH . OVT . MERCY .

OF. MER " CY. SfHALL.MISS. BVT.HE
SH-ALL. HAVE . MERCY . THAT . MERCYFVL .

1s.""
It. will be noticed that the worcls are separated by single

pellets and the sentences by colons-.a custom which, I a.m

told, 'lvas observed on the coinage of the period. The proverbs
have a biblical ring, but tl.re Concordance does not assist one,s
memory to find them in the Bible, nor are they known to
Dr. Cox in his extended ecclesiastical researches. The first,
however, suggests a Puritanic variant for ,, Love God and honour
the l(ing," and the second woulcl seem to be the favourite motto
of the Bradshawes, for it is carverl on the bedstead of president

* At these points occur the angles of the walls,
f This letter is almost obliterated,
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BRADSHAW IIALL AND THE BRADSHAWES. 1 I

Bradshawe at Marple Hall; and Mr' Isherwotld' of that Hall'

writes that it is also to be seen on a window at Bradshaw Hall'

Lancashire. That it shoulcl ever have been the motto of lhe'

famous Presiclent at the tria] of Charles I' is a curious corollary

in the studY of huma.u nature'

On this floor, over the kitchen, still remains a line example

of a panelled room. The design of the 1:anelling' which is of

,,ak, ancl extencls from floor to ceiling, is similar to that at

Bolsover, illustratecl on page r 58 in last year's volume of

th\s fournal, ancl the effect, aicled by the quaint and perfect

fourJighted winclolv, with its tinted leaden lights' is everything

that an archaologist could rvish''i' Probably other roorns were

similarly treated when the Hall was in the heyday of its pros-

perity.
The staircase is continued to the attit:s, still with the solid

oak steps, which, couple<l 'lvith the rvitltlorvs (norv blocketl) in

the gables, suggests that here the meu servallts slept' although

the pitch of the roof allorvs little head room' as we

accust<-rmetl to require it' Ir.r the bttlkhead coverir-rg

are

the

posltlon very nearly in the c-eutre r-,f eat:h of the original rooms

stairs, the laths are also of oak; a typical instatrce of the

attention lthich r-rur ft'rrefathers devt-rted to every detail' so that

their building might be a crer-lit trl them long after they

themselves hacl ceasetl to take arly interest in the matter-a

sad contrast to the methocls of too ma'nv of their motlern

success0rs.

One or-rly of the out-builtlings neetl be niet-ttiotle<1' namely'

the olcl colv byre. This is of the sane date a's the Hall' and

its windows are of the satle tlesigt't ; i1 the rest of the oltl farm

builtlings were of the sanle exr:elletlt quality' one can gather

that the farrn wotrlcl constitute a rr-rt,rt1el t-rf what rvas cotrsiclerecl

best in those daYs'

On the moclern pltn rvill be noticed the letter " X " in a

{- unfortunately, owing to the presence .f large .\:".: '1?ii]g -.lt:l].:.:;
whi.'h, having l,.l.in crl,si,rtct"rl in the r(n)m' were too large to l)e rctrove(l

throuuh the cloorway, ,t *ri i,,'potsil.rle for Mr' llaslam to olrtain a photo-

grapiof this roum.-Eo.



12 BRADSHAW HALL AND THE I]RADSHAWES.

on the ground floor. This letter marks the spot where we have
excavated, or, in the case of the withdrawing room, where the
floor is boarded, bored, to a depth of five or six feet i. search
of the old cellars of Bradshaw, which, as will be proved from
the inventory of their contents, given by l\{r. Bowles on p. 6g,_
certainly existed in the seventeenth century, but lve failed to,
discover them. Under the floor of the clining hall, however,
which has evidently been flagged at a later clate than the rest
of the building, the ground is composed of loose material, and
this suggests that the cellars may have been here, but since
filled in and flagged over. Elsewhere we found pieces of a
deeply-moulded cornicq which perhaps came fro.m the dining
hall.

Had the Bradshawe family but'continued to reside at the old
Hall it would have been preserved to us as the fine building
which, for its size, it undoubtedly was, and might have been
to-day one of the choicest exarnples of Elizabethan architecture*
in the count/, and, to those who know Derbyshire thoroughln
this is praise indeed.

One fact about Bradshaw is almost unique. From the days
of Henry III., when the lands were reclaimed from the forest,
until to-day, Bradshaw has never been sold out of the family or
forfeited, but has passed down by descent alone to its present
owner, NIr. C. E. Bradshaw Bowles, as heir to the founder of
its ancient Hall.

* I have explained that this
shire after the- death of Queen

ty.pe of architecture was continued in Derby-
Elizabeth.
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