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@tle il.eniUoPterr of DertPslrirs'
(@ ufi cfi $et- (B$oPofoccta' )

By the Rov. Fneucrs C. R. Jouno'trN, M'A'

ma T,""i:,'*,$:':, i: 1T J',.'l- ff JJ' ::1X' # ir #
ffi&fl that up to the present time only one list of the

Butterflies and Moths of the county has been pub-

lished, and even this did not appear till 1895' On the other

hand, it must be confessed that while a more than respectable

list of moths can easily be compiled, the number of butterflies

whichareregularlytobefoundwithinourlimitsisexceeclingly
srnall. In fact, the greater part of the forty species included

in the present list can only be regarded as rare or accidental

visitors, and only about Iifteen species can be considered really

common anywhere'

Unproductive though it is in Rhopalocera, Derbyshire has

tleen the collecting ground of several well-known workers' The

l{ev. Joseph Greene was Vicar of Doveridge (1858-68)' ancl

the late Rer'. H' Harpur Crewe, who communicated many

oftheDerbyshirerecordstor\ewman'sbook'frequently
collected in the Breadsall district'

But perhaps the most pro<luctive part of the county and the

most thoroughly worked, is the Trent Valley and the district

betweett it ancl the Leicestershire.borcler' Ilere' siuce the days

ofMr.EdwinBrownandNlr'W.Garneys,quitealonglist
nright be compile<l of entomologists who have helped in the

sysiematic stuJy of the Lepid<-rptera t-rf this clistrict' Amongst

the best-knowrl names we may metltiou Mr' P' B' Mason'

I\Ir. J. T. I{arris, ancl tire l{ev' C' 1"' 'fhornewill' Uncler the



23O THE LEPIDOPTERA OF DEd,BYSHIRE. 
:

auspices of the Burton-on-Tre,t Natural History Society, tri.o
lists of the I\facro and lVlicro-Lepidoptera of the country round
Burton were pgplished in 1885-9 and rggz respectively, and
these lists, which include the records of Messrs. Brown anil
Garneys, Iprm the foundation of 'our county list. In rg95,
Iffr. F, W. G. Prilne published a paper on the Macro_Lepidoptera
of Derbyshire in The Entoruologist. Lists from the Bakewell
district by the Revs. C. F. Thornewill and R. H. Fuller were
incorporated for the first time, as well as some notes from
Chesterfield, and, in spite of some errors, it marks a distinlt
increase in our knowledge of the northern part of the county.

Since the publication of this paper, Mr. J. Hill has kindly
furnished me with an authorized list of Lepidoptera, chiefly
from Little Eaton; Mr. Hugo Harpur Crewe has contributed
notes on the Melbourne district; and Mr. E. A. Cockayne from
the moors belween Ashopton ar.rd Baslow. The Rev. R. H.
tr'uller, IVIr. G. Pullen, and others have also provided mulir
useful information.

Abbreviations used in the following list:,-
J.G. : Joseph Greene. (Doveridge, r85g-6g).
E.B. : 'Edwin Brown (Natural History oi Tutbury, p. rg5,

t 863).

W.G. : lV. Garneys (Wild Flowers, ctc., of Re/tton, znd Ed.,
r88r, including notes by F. Spilsbury).

P.B.M.: P. B. Mason. J.T.H.: J. T. Harris. G.B.:
G. Baker. H.A.S.: H. A. Srowell. G.A.S.: G. A. Small_
wood. 'I.G.: T. Gibbs. C.F'.T. : C. F. Thornewill.

W.J.P.: W. J. Pickering (Ent., 1885, and Trans. Burton-on.
Trenl Nqt. Hist. Soc., Yol. I., p. rr4, 1889).

W.q.S.: W. G. Sheldon (Ent., 1885) (Breadsall, Repron,
etc.).

R.H.I.-.: R. H. Fuller. E.M.A.: Miss E. M. Aldersen:
J.H.:.J. Hill. F.W.P.: F. W. Payne (Ent., t895).

W.H.P.: W. H. Purchas (Alstonfield).
H.H,,C.: Hugo Harpur Crewe (Melbourne district).
G.P.: G. Pullen (Little Eaton, Derby, etc.).
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ll.A.R.: E. A. Rhodes (Ashburne ar.rd Heanor)'

J.R.B.M. : J. R. B. Masefield '(Dovedale)'
E.A.C.: E' A. Cockayne (Ashopton, Baslow)'

The nomenclature adopted is that of R' South's list (r884)'

[The Swallot't-Tail (Papilio ntaclaon' L')' Glover mentions

this insect in his history or tn" county (Vol. I., p' I75, r8z9)r

and possibly it may have existed at that time in the marshes

or ti" Trent and Sinfin Moor, but little dependence can be

ff"""a on this record. lfwo were taken near Matlock by

Mr. T. Lighton; but Mr' J' Wolley afterwards wrote to the

Zoologist (rst $, p. 944) to'explain that he had turned out

many hunrJreds during the springs of 1843 and 1844' chiefly

in the Matlock district']

PIERID.iE.

r. The Black-veined White (Aporia tatagi' L')' The or.rly

recortl of this species is a note by the Rev. F. M. Spilsbury to

the effect that a nest of larve were foun<l by him in his gardelt

at Barrow-on-Trent, feeding on apple'

2. The large Garden :Vf,r:ltte (Pieris brassice' L')' Very

cornmon and universally distributed'

3. The srnall Garden White (P' rape' L')' Also very

common everywhere. A yellowish variety is said to have

occurretl occasionally at Repton (W'G')'

4. The Green-veined White (P' napi' L')' Common and

generallY distributed'' 
;. Thu Orrng" -T\1t (Eucltlile eardamines' L')- This is a

dale-haunting species, and drles not' as a rule' occur on high

ground. It appears to be also absent from the head waters
'of ,fi" U"r*"ni (not found north of Bamford (E.A.C.), and the

upper valley of the Dove, but is oornmon enough everywhere

else.

6.Pale-cloutledYellow(Coliaslryale'L')'Averyrare
accidental visitor' One was taken many years ago in the Via
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Gellia by the late M.. J. Wolley; two are said to have been
taken near Melbourne in rg59, and one near Calke in rgor
(H.H.C.).

7. Clouded Yellow (C. edusa, Fb.). Occurs at irregular
interi'als, sometimed in considerable numbers, in south and south-
eastem -Derbyshire. Clover'fields, Repton (W.G.); Newton
Solney and Brizlincote (J.T.H.) ; Winshill (G.8.); Melbourne
district, abundant in 1877, and frequent in other years (H.H.C.);
Little Eaton, plentiful, 1877, absent since (J.H.); Little Eaton
about 1898 (G.P.); Kirk LangleJr', ofle ,""n ,9oo (R.H.F.);
Bradlen one taken Sept. znd, rgoo (E.A.R.), etc. yar. helici,
Hb., has only been once recorded, from Repton (W.G.).

8. Brimstone (Gonopteryt rlwmni, L.). Occurs occasionally
south of a line drawn from Hartington through Matlock, usually
in the valleys; and more frequently in the Trent Valley anrl
the south. In the Dove Valley it has been observed as high
as Dovedale and Alsto,field, and in the Derwent near cromford.

NYMPHALID.lE.

g.The small pearl-bordered I'ritillary (Argynnis selcne,
Schiff.). Apparently now extinct, although formerly recordecl
in abundance from Repton Shrubs (W.G.) and Dovedale
0.T.H.).

ro. 'lhe pearl-borderecl Fritillary (A. euphrosyne, L.). This
species was also formerly common at Repton Shrubs and Seal
Wood (E.8., W.G.), though not found there at the present time,,
One was taken in the Melbourne district in rg65 (H.H.C.) and
another reported from near Cromford, June, rggr (R.H.I,..).

rr. The dark green Fritillary (A. aglaia,L.). Not recorded
since Mr. E. Brown gave Dovedale as a locality in rg63.

12. The high-brown Fritillary (A. adi?pe, L.). l-he Rev.
H. Harpur Crewe gave ,,Breadsall, Dovedale,. Matlock, and
Cromford " as localities for this syrecies, but the only retent
capture is that of a single wasted specimen in rg94 or rg95,
about three miles south-west of Melbourne (H.H.C.).

13. The silver-washed Fritillary (A. paphia, L.). Like the
,ther fritillaries, this species appears to be less frequert than.
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in former years. Repton Slrrubs ancl Seal Wood (8.B.); Repton

ShrubsandAnchorChurch,butnotinlateyears(W'G');
wasted specimens occur occasionaliy in the Melboume district
(H.II.C.); one seen, Buruaston, rgor (R'H'F")'

14. The greasy Fritillary (Melitea aurinia' Rott')' Clom-

forcl (Rev. i. rr. Crewe, quotetl by E' Newman) I one was

taken at Burton by G. H' Whitlock I and another is said to

have been caught at RePton'

r5. The Comma (Vanessa C"album' L')' A scarce'- accr-

dental visitor. Several at Little Eaton in r858 (J'H');
Breadsall(Rev.H.H.Crewe);scarce(E.B');onripefruit
an<1 Michaelmas daisies, R"pto', (w.G.); Liitle Eaton, one,

manv years ago (G.P'); Calke Abbey-(H'A'S'' H'H'C'); one

urnatly, ,r""i E"kington, 1893 (Mr' Hooke)'

r6.ThelargeTortoiseshell(V.polychtoros,L.).Scarcel
near Hartshorne and Calke (W'G') ; Breadsall (Rev' H' II'
Crerve); Calke Abbey (H'A'S'); Dovedale (J'T'H') I one Burton

1W.,J.P.) I one Barrow 1b'e'S'11 worn specimen' Calke (H'H'C');
ieveral Little Eatou i" '85s il ''l ' 

one (G'P'); one Alstonfieltl

1875 (W.H'P')' 
a, L,.). Commor.r,i. 'fn" small Tortoiseshell (V ' u'rttc'

throughout the county, and in some years abundant'

18. The Peacock \V' io'' L')' Much less commou than

V. urticce <:r V ' atah)za' especially of late years' though still

wi<lely distributed ancl fairly- numerous in fine autumrls in the

Dove Valley, etc' I oniy once tsakervell (R'H'F'); Little Eatott

not common (J'H'); near Derby scarce' one Chester Greeu rgo'z

(G.P.): only trne seen Kirk Langley' rgoz (R'H'!")'
19. The Camberwell Beauty (V ' antiopa' L')' A rare

straggler, which has occurre<l several times' Seen at Burton'

and taken at Reptor.r (E'B'); one near Milton (probably the

same) (W.G'); one i"t"t "i Ntelbourne Hall in r87z by Mr'

Pearce; one seen at Star.rton-by-tsrit1ge r87z; 
'altogetn:l 

t::
taken in Derbyshire tluring fi72 (C' G- 

-Barrett); 
one seen rn

Little Eaton Park in 1886 or 1887 0'H'); one seen within

the borcrugh of Derby Sept. r6th, rs99 (H.H'C.). In addition
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t, the above recoids, severar were seen and two or three taken
not far from the county boundary in north_east Staffordshire in
t87z; also one taken at Worksop, Sept. zrst, tg46 (Zool., fi46).20. The Red Admiral (V. atatanta, L.). Common and
widely distributed throughout the county; very numerous in
some autumns, such as rg93 and r9oo.

2t. The Painted Lady (V. cardui, L.). This species affects
high ground, and is most numerous on moors and rough
pastures, especially in the peak. To the south it is an occa-
sional straggler, though common in some seasons at Little,Eaton(JH) 

' ,oryRrD.,E.
. 22. The Wood Argus (pararge egeria, L.). C)ccurs in

wooded districts : Seal Wootl, etc. (E.B.); scarcg Repton Shrubs,
flying in shade (W.G.); once,at Calke in rg67 or r863 (H.H.C.).;
seen once in Lathkill Dale, rggz (not Bakewen) G.H.f-.).23. The Wall Butterfly (p. negera, L.). I-ormerly common
in the south, and still appears occasionally in some numbers.
Common (E.B.); scarce since rg6r (W.G.); three seen, one
taken (R.H.F.); some years aburrdant in Melbourne district,
others ve-ry rare (H.H.C.).

24. The Grayling (Satyrus scmele, L.).- Only recorded fronr
Dovedale (E.8., J.T.H.).

25. The Meadow Brown (Epineptule ianira, L.). Generally
distributed over the southern half of the county; not seen north
of Matlock (R.H.l'.).

26. The large Heath (8. tithonus, L.). Occurs throughout
south, much less frequently than the preceding species; scarce
north of the Trent; once Allestree (J.II.).

27. The Ringlet (8. hyperanthes, L.). In the wooded dis_
tricts south of the Trent; common in woods (E.B.); Repton
Shrubs and Findern Covert, but not lately (W.G.); Repton
Shrubs (G.8.); IVletboume district (H.H.C.).

[The Marsh Ringlet (Cenonympha typon, Rott.). This
species is said to occur on the moors near the cat and Fiddle,
Buxton, but no definite record of its capture is forthcorning,
although it might naturally be expected to occur there.]
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28. The small Heath (C' /tamphilus' L')' Generally dis-

tributed over the whr-rle of the county, and especiaily common

on hillY ground' 
LYc,':ENrD,E.

29. The White Letter Hairstteak (7'hecla w"albwn' Knoch)'

Veri locat : Darley and Calke Abbey (Rev' FI' H' Crewe); one

Cubley (J.G.); Burton and ilrizlincote, but rare (E'B'); Repton

1r.ii.U.,'W.C.S.1; Repton Shrubs, abundant (G'B'); Repton

Wood (J.H., G'p.), Hoofies Wood (T'G')'

[The black Hairstreak (T' pruni, L')' Mr' J' R' Hind found

one in a box of insects from the Chesterfieltl district (Intelli-

gencer, IX., p. 27, quoted by Newman)']

30. The purple Hairstreak (7" quercus, L')' Only common

near the southem border of the county: Repton shrubs, etc'

(E.B.); Seal Wood (G'n'); always common in Melbourne dis-

trict, and sometimes very numerous (H'H'C')'

3;. The green Hairstreak (T' rubi, L')' Dovedale' plentiful

1ern.); ibid. formerly (J'T'H'); ibid' rgoo-or (R'H'F'); Alder-

wasley (J.H.); several seen for first time cln Breadsall Moor'

r 9oz (G.P.).

32. The small Copper (Polyomnatus phlceas'L')' Generally

aisiributea over southern Derbyshire' and fairly common' Once

seenBakewell(R.H'F');Ashburnefairlycommon(f'J');
Burton, common (E.B') ; Repton (W'G') ; Bretb;"-:t::.(19.1:
Nlelboume (H.H.C.); Ki'k L"ngtey' occasional (R'H'Ii'); Little

Eaton, common (J.H.); Ileanor (E'A'R')' etc'

33. The brown Argus (Lycana aslrarche' Bgstr')' Absent

fro* tn" High Peak, f,ut found in most of the Dales of mid-

O"rUj,.i,ir". bovedale (E'B'); plentiful in Monsal' Lathkill'

and other <lales (R'H'F'); Dovetlale (F'J'' E'A'R'); Monsal

and Lathkill Dale, com#n (C'I"T'); fairly common Miller's

Dale (J.H.).

34. The common Blue (f" icarus' Rott')' Common every-

*t""ra, except the High Peak district and-the northem moors'

35. The azure rifue (f' argiol'us' L')' Scarce' but has

occurred-at Repton (W'G'); in the Melbourne district (H'H'C');

and at Kirk Langley in rgor (R'H'!-')'
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36. The little Blue (2. niniina, Ftes). Formerly common
Dovedale (E.B., J.T.H.); Dovedale 1C.f.f., F.J.); ibid., very
rare (J.R.B.M.); Middteton Dale (E.M.A.).

ERYCINID.ts.

37. The Duke of Burgundy (Nemeobius lucina, L.). Only
recorded from the Via Gellia by the Rev. H. H. Crewe (quoted
by Newman)

npsprnrio.o.

__" [The grizzled. Skipper (Sytricthus malue, L.) is included in
Mr. F. IV. G. payne,s list in error, apparently mine, R.H.F.],

38. The dingy Skipper (Nisoniades tages, L.). Com,ni,,
along hillsides, etc. Dovedale (E.8., J.T.i.); Lathkill Dalq
common (W.G.S., C.F.T.) I Longstone Edge (J.H.); 

"orn*on 
io

Dales (R.H.F.).

39. The small Skipper (Hespeaia thaum.as, Hufn.). Not
uncommon in the south (E.B., F.W.p.).

40. The large Skipper (H. Sytaanui, Esp.) Occasional in
the district south of the Trent. Not uncommon (E.B.); IlIel-
bourne district, but rare (H.H.C.).


