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1 Location and Scope of work 

1.1 This archaeological trench report has been prepared by the Curatorial department of Historic 

Royal Palaces to outline the findings associated with a trench excavated in the far south-eastern 

corner of the former Tudor Tiltyard, at Hampton Court Palace, Surrey. 

1.2 A trench located in the south-east corner of the Lower car-park south of the Rose Garden was 

excavated in mid-March 2016 for the re-installation of irrigation pipes. Whilst the trench was 

open, a spare cable duct was laid alongside the irrigation pipe as a future proofing method. The 

original irrigation pipe and associated cabling were installed in the late 1970’s/early 1980’s as 

part of the original phase of the garden’s irrigation system and was replaced in around 2005/6.  

1.3 The excavation of this trench was not planned as part of an archaeological watching brief; 

however, archaeological remains were exposed upon opening up the trench requiring a qualified 

archaeologist to record the new data and to ensure that the vestiges were both left in situ and 

protected.  

1.4 The works were located on National Grid Reference TQ 515615 168551. 

1.5 A unique project code, HCP 143, was assigned to this project. An accession number, 

3910022, was allocated encompassing the physical, digital and paper archives associated 

with this project. 

 

2 Aims and Method 

2.1 The principle aim of this small project was to protect and record the remains of a wall that were 

uncovered upon the excavation of a trench for the installation of irrigation pipes. No further 

excavation was carried out.  

2.2 The feature was recorded by HRP’s Assistant Curator, Alexandra Stevenson, who carried out a 

photographic, drawn and written record.  

 

3 Historical Background of the Site 

3.1 The area to the north-west of the main palace building, like the rest of the grounds, has a long rich 

history full of change and alterations. The Lower Car-Park and Rose Garden area as it appears 

today was initially occupied by park lands in the early 16
th
 century. The area outside the limit of 

the moat was enclosed by “outer walls” during Cardinal Wolsey’s time, the north and western 

line of which still exists today along the Kingston Road and opposite Hampton Court Green. The 

area directly to the south and east was supposedly already occupied by an orchard delimited by 

the northern and western branches of the moat.  

3.2 Henry VIII instigated the first major changes to this open area by creating a new garden between 

the Privy Orchard and Wolsey’s walled Park, known as the Great Orchard, whilst the moat 

appears to have been transformed into a pheasant yard with a bridge over it to the Great Orchard, 

which was built in 1534. The orchards contained small banqueting houses or ‘Herbers’ and a 

plethora of trees.  

3.3 By 1537 plans were being drawn up for the construction of a Tiltyard which was enclosed to the 

north and west by Wolsey’s garden walls with new walls being built to the east, alongside the 

Great Orchard and the south alongside the southern approach to the palace. The dimensions of the 

Tiltyard were based on those of the Tiltyard at the King’s palace in Greenwich, although 

according to both Longstaffe-Gowan (p.136) and Thurley (p.95), the width of the Yard may have 

been adjusted to accommodate two of four herbers in the Orchard that would subsequently 

become two of the five Tiltyard towers built in 1541. Although their primary function was to 

serve as viewing platforms it seems that they were not particularly effective ones and probably 
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served better as a dramatic backdrop for tournaments. These towers were also likely used as 

storage and entertainment areas, and on occasion as lodgings. There is very little information or 

records on the three towers that were built as part of the Tiltyard complex, but Wyngaerde’s 1555 

view of the palace (Fig.4) is a classic and informative scene showing a large open space with to 

the north, the five towers souring high into the sky above the enclosure walls and a canopy of 

trees in the adjacent Orchard with a wide opening in the eastern wall flanked by two of the 

Towers. These were presumably the former herber buildings, although a building recording 

project carried out by OA in 2008 found no definitive evidence for this in the fabric of the 

remaining north-eastern tower
1
.  

3.4 Although the tiltyard was built in Henry VIII’s time, it was not until 1569 that a jousting 

tournament was held here in celebration of Queen Elizabeth I’s accession. In fact, its use as a 

Tiltyard was short-lived as jousting soon fell out of fashion, and by 1604, the last tournament had 

been held. In 1628 the towers were refurbished by Inigo Jones to house Charles I’s physicians, 

apothecaries and laundresses. However the empty space eventually appears to have become 

somewhat of a wasteland and used for the storage of old stone and building materials. 

3.5 In fact it wasn’t until the reign of William III and Mary II that the area was once more given a 

purpose in the 1690’s when it was transformed into a kitchen garden whilst the adjacent Kitchen 

Garden, formerly the Henrician Privy Orchard was transformed into the Melon Ground and the 

Great Orchard metamorphosed into a garden laid out with geometric paths and high clipped 

hedges, known as the Wilderness. The former Tiltyard, now the Kitchen Garden of William and 

Mary, was divided into 6 bays with a central spine wall and further walls between the different 

sections. As Knyff’s 1703 plan of the palace and grounds shows (Fig_5), these spaces were laid 

out with walkways and to the east, there was and still is today, one remaining Tiltyard tower 

integrated into Henry VIII’s eastern perimeter wall, the others having been demolished sometime 

between 1661 and 1701.  

3.6 After 1737, the former Tiltyard area once again fell into virtual disuse after the departure of the 

court, until the 1760’s when the Office of Works leased the Kitchen Gardens to local market 

gardeners. Although part of the deal was to keep the gardens to an agreed standard, it fell into a 

poor state of cultivation sparking the renewal of their garden fabric in the 1840’s. This included 

installing new glasshouses in the south-eastern corner of the former Tiltyard
2
.  

3.7 The next comprehensive redevelopment of the Tiltyard area was in 1925 which devoted the 

north-western division of the former Kitchen Garden to tennis courts with a bowling green laid 

out to the south whilst the remaining Tiltyard Tower was used as a tea room with a lawn, shrubs 

and trees in front. A car park was also laid out in the south-eastern section of the former Tiltyard. 

By 1934 the central eastern division was transformed into an informal Rose Garden but later 

formalised in 1937 with geometrical patterns much as it is today.  

 

4 Presentation of Results 

4.1 In March 2016 a trench measuring 2.95 m x 0.55 m with a depth of 0.6 m was excavated for the 

installation of irrigation pipes. The trench exposed the presence of a narrow east-west running 

wall located 2.8 m to the north of the Henrician east-west wall that forms the south-eastern corner 

of the Tiltyard.  The wall, context 4, appeared to be a free-standing structure as no construction 

cut was visible either in plan or in section. It has been built directly on top of context 3, a 

yellowish to orangey brown soft sand with occasional small sub-round stones and fragments of 

                                                 

1 Ford,B, Sykes,D, 2010. Tiltyard and Bowling alley – Time Team Special. Oxford Archaeology, (p. 7).  

2 Longstaffe-Gowan, T, 2005, ( p.138).  
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CBM, including a fragment of roof tile. The structure measured a mere 0.36 m in width and was 

conserved over a height of 0.42 m. The base of the wall sat at approximately 9.30 m OD. It was 

composed of regular-sized un-frogged red to orangey bricks measuring 220 mm x 100 mm x 

60 m, bonded together with a thick sandy/gritty lime mortar with the joints measuring up to 

30 mm to 40 mm. The pointing was not visible. This small section of the wall observed in the 

trench has been heavily truncated by the installation of irrigation pipes probably during the early 

1980’s when the first set was installed.  

4.2 Context 2, which has built up around wall 4 consists of a light to mid-brown silty sandy layer 

with occasional flecks of charcoal, a few fragments of pottery, clay pipe stems and CBM as well 

as occasional sub-angular stones. This in turn was overlain by the topsoil, context 1.  

 

5 Evaluation of Results 

5.1 The narrow east-west running brick wall exposed in the trench at the north-eastern corner of the 

Lower Car-Park is a peculiar feature in that it sat merely 2.8 m north of the similarly aligned 

Henrician wall enclosing the former Tiltyard to the south. The small dimensions indicate that it 

could not have supported a substantial structure, whilst the brick morphology suggests that it 

probably dates sometime from around the late 17
th
 century to the 19

th
 century, the exact typology 

of the bricks, however, was difficult to discern due to the wall being heavily truncated and many 

of the bricks being covered in a thick layer of mortar.   

5.2 Given the location and the tentative dating, there are two possibilities explaining the function of 

this feature. It may have been a low garden wall associated with William and Mary’s Kitchen 

Garden, or possibly associated with the later glass greenhouse structures that were installed 

during the mid-19
th
 century in the south-eastern corner of the Tiltyard. Yet without being able 

excavate a larger area in order to better understand this archaeological feature, it is difficult to 

speculate any further.  

 

6 Archive, Artefacts and Ecofacts 

6.1 The paper archive consists of context registers, context sheets and one scale plan and one section 

drawing both at 1:20, as well as various maps and plans. All original paper archives have been 

scanned and stored digitally.    

6.2 The digital archive consists of all the above as well as correspondence, location maps, research 

material and references.        

6.3 A list of finds can be found in Appendix I.                                                

6.4 The physical, digital and paper archives will be deposited according to the HRP Deposition of 

Archaeological Excavation Archives Guidelines 2015.  

6.5 No environmental samples were taken.  
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7 Illustrations 

 

Figure 1: Extract of topographical map showing the location of the trench 
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Figure 2: General view of the trench looking towards the entranceway 

 

Figure 3: Wall 4 viewed towards the east 
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Figure 4: Wyngaerde's 1555 view of the Tiltyard and Towers 
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Figure 5: Knyff's view of Hampton Court Palace from the east, with the Kitchen Garden and remaining Tiltyard Tower in 

the background, 1703 
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8 Appendix 1: Archaeological registers 

 

Context Register 

Context Type Description Height (high) Height (Low) 

1 Deposit Topsoil 9.49 m 9.21 m 

2 Deposit 

Light mid brown silty sand layer - garden 

soil 9.21 m 8.87 m 

3 Deposit 

Yellowish orangey brown sand - garden 

soil 8.87 m   

4 Structure East-west orientated brick wall structure 9.3 m 8.85 m 

5 Cut Modern pipe trench cut     

6 Fill Dark brown sandy silt     

7 Fill Modern pipe       

8 Service Modern pipe     

 

 

 

Photographic Register 

Photo No Description View Scale 

1 General view of trench S 0.5 m 

2 Oblique view of trench with wall 4 NE 0.5 m 

3 West-facing section, contexts 1, 2, 3, 4 E 0.5 m 

4 Wall 4 with contexts 1, 2, 3 E 0.5 m 

5 Detailed view of wall 4 E 0.4 m 

6 Wall 4 with contexts 1, 2, 3 E 0.5 m 

7 Wall 4  E 0.4 m 

8 

General view looking towards the entranceway into the 

car park and Rose Garden S N/A 

9 View of wall 4 from above N/A 0.2 m 

10 View of wall 4 from above N/A 0.2 m 

11 Looking towards the entranceway S 0.5 m 

12 Wall 4 E 0.4 m 

13 View of wall 4 from above N/A 0.2 m 

 

 

 

 

Finds Register 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Context Type of Object Number of Bags 

2 Brick sample 1 

2 Clay pipe stems 1 

3 Roof tile 1 
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10 Oasis Data Form 
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