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RSK Environment Ltd (RSK) has prepared this report for the sole use of the client, showing 
reasonable skill and care, for the intended purposes as stated in the agreement under which this 
work was completed.  The report may not be relied upon by any other party without the express 
agreement of the client and RSK.  No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the 
professional advice included in this report. 
 
Where any data supplied by the client or from other sources have been used it has been 
assumed that the information is correct.  No responsibility can be accepted by RSK for 
inaccuracies in the data supplied by any other party.  The conclusions and recommendations in 
this report are based on the assumption that all relevant information has been supplied by those 
bodies from whom it was requested. 
 
No part of this report may be copied or duplicated without the express permission of RSK and the 
party for whom it was prepared. 
 
Where field investigations have been carried out, these have been restricted to a level of detail 
required to achieve the stated objectives of the work. 
 
This work has been undertaken in accordance with the Quality Management System of RSK 
Environment Ltd. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

RSK Environment Ltd was commissioned by Northern Trust Company Ltd. to 
undertake an archaeological watching brief during groundworks for a residential 
development comprising a 3-story managed office building and three single-
storey managed workspace blocks with associated works and structures. The 
site is at Goldendale West, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent (see Figure 1) NGR SJ 
85080 51550.  
 
The fieldwork was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (RSK June 2008) as prepared in response to a brief issued by the 
Planning Archaeologist of Stoke-on-Trent City Council Archaeology Service. 
 
This fieldwork was also carried out in accordance with The IFA Standard and 
Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief (IFA 1994).  

1.1 Site Description and Background 

The site lies adjacent to the Trent and Mersey canal on the north-west of 
Tunstall (Figure 1).  
 
It was occupied by the Ravensdale Forge Ironworks, opened in the early 1850s, 
and the Goldendale Iron Works, opened 1848. The Goldendale Ironworks site 
had previously been occupied by a brickworks for the Harecastle railway tunnel.  
 
A desk-based assessment of the area was carried out by Gifford’s in advance of 
the Tunstall Western By-pass construction (Gifford’s 1994). Iron and steel 
production, along with coal mining and pottery production, was one of the three 
main industries in Stoke-on-Trent in the 19th and 20th centuries. The industry has 
now left Stoke-on-Trent with only archaeological remains as a reminder of its 
former significance.  
 
No ironworking sites have, however, been investigated archaeologically so far 
within the city, although the potential for such sites has been demonstrated 
recently by excavations in Sheffield (Symonds et al 2006). 
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2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

2.1 General Aims 

The general aims of the watching brief were to: 

• Identify and determine the extent, condition, character, importance and 
date of any archaeological remains present and exposed within the 
subject area; 

• Preserve, by record, low level archaeological remains on the site; and 

• Provide an assessment of the importance of the identified archaeological 
and heritage resources, so enabling the remains to be placed within their 
local, regional, national and historical contexts. 

 

Previous site investigations have indicated a depth of imported material 
between 8.0 – 14.0m in thickness over the entire site, which have the 
potential to protect potential archaeology from intrusive groundworks 
associated with this development. However, deposits of this nature are 
known in the region to derive from antiquity themselves and are 
occasionally foundation deposits for later structures of archaeological 
interest. 

 

Specific additional aims of the watching brief were, therefore: 

• To monitor excavations into known imported deposits for possible 
archaeological structures; and 

• To record the exposed stratigraphy of imported deposits across the 
length and width of the site with regard to nature and date of 
deposition. 

 



Goldendale West, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent 
Archaeological Watching Brief 

DRAFT 

RSK/MA/P660015/Rev01   

3 WATCHING BRIEF METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Method Statement 

A watching brief during the most extensive and deepest groundworks was 
maintained by an appropriately qualified representative of RSK Environment 
Ltd. 
 
All archaeological features were to be recorded using a pro forma recording 
system. A sufficient sample of each feature type/deposit will be examined in 
order to establish the nature, extent and date of the archaeological remains. 
 
A complete drawn record of excavated archaeological features and deposits 
was required to be compiled. This included both plans and sections, drawn to 
scale (1:20 for plans, 1:10 for sections, as appropriate), and with reference to a 
site grid tied to the Ordnance Survey National Grid. The Ordnance Datum (OD) 
height of all principal features and levels were to be calculated and 
plans/sections annotated with OD heights.  
 
A full photographic record was maintained using high resolution digital images. 
The photographic record illustrates both the detail and the general context of the 
principal features, finds excavated, and the site as a whole. 
 

3.2 Groundworks 

Groundworks on the site were limited. The site was slightly sloped and therefore 
initial levelling involved the reduction of the south half of the site. The material 
from this process was used to build up the remaining north portion, so creating a 
level and stepped profile to the site (Plate 1). 
 
Excavation for structure footings and attenuation tanks comprise the remaining 
negative groundworks in the programme.  
 
These activities were followed by further compacted hardcore build up across 
the site (Plate 1), so providing additional protection to possible archaeological 
deposits beneath. 
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4  RESULTS OF THE WATCHING BRIEF OVER 
GROUNDWORKS 

4.1.1 Site Levelling 

The southern portion of the site was reduced in level by c.0.75m, exposing a 
large open area. This area was examined and interpreted as an extremely 
mixed imported layer which included redeposited natural material and slag 
inclusions. 

Spoil over the northern portion of the site was examined for finds from the 
material lower down the site, but none were noted. No excavations were carried 
out on the northern portion of the site. 

4.1.2 Excavations 

The deepest excavation for an attenuation tank was monitored during 
excavation to a maximum depth of 2.0m. The section of this pit revealed a 
stratified nature to the imported/demolition deposits (Plate 2), as follows: 

Table 1. Stratification of imported demolition deposits 

Depth below 
Ground-level 

Description 

0 – 1.0m Dark grey gritty loam with purple/brown mottles (industrial residues) 
and mixed rounded sandstone and limestone cobble inclusions. Slags 
frequent. 

Layer includes distinct lenses/phases as follows: 

0.8 – 0.9m     Clean redeposited dark yellow clay natural.                                                                       
0.9 – 0.95m   Clinker                                                                              
0.95 – 1.0m   Crushed limestone 

1.0 – 1.4m Very dark brown fine silt with large angular limestone cobbles and red 
brick inclusions. 

1.4 – 1.9m Light grey soapy silts with occasional small limestone cobble 
inclusions. 

1.9 – 2.0m Yellow brown loam, mixed with clay lenses. Red brick and fire-brick 
fragment inclusions. 

 

No structures were observed in the base or walls of the excavation. Given the 
nature of deposits in this, the deepest excavation on the site, subsequent 
excavations for footings measuring 0.4m in depth were not monitored. 
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5 INTERPRETATION 

Observations made during this watching brief have suggested that the 
development site has been subjected to sustained and repeated building up with 
material which may or may not have come from within the site boundary itself.  

Slags within much of the dumped material suggest some phases of build-up 
may have been related to the discard of waste material from post-medieval 
metalworking sites. The presence of redeposited natural clays suggests new 
excavations which may have originated through the regeneration of local sites. 

Although structural material is contained in the lower layers of imported material, 
there is no indication that the demolition layer associated with the dismantling of 
nineteenth century structures from within the site boundary has been reached 
during works associated with the current development. 

5.1 Recommendations 

Although documentary sources indicate archaeological remains may be present 
within the site boundary, intrusive investigation has indicated any such deposits 
are protected from the current development through thick upper layers of 
redeposited ground make-up. 

No further work is recommended. 

5.2 Archive 

A copy of this report is deposited with The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery, 
located at Bethesda Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3DW. 
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Plate 1. The stepped result of site levelling works and further ground-level build-
up has not affected sub-surface archaeology. Looking south west. 
 

 
 
Plate 2. Site stratigraphy for the first two metres below current ground-level 
indicates sustained and repeated use of the site for disposal of demolition, waste 
and excavated deposits. These deposits may, or may not have originated from 
within the site boundary. Looking down and south west. 
 
 
 


