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DDUUNNEESS  

Definition:   

The only substantial area of dunes surviving in the county is at Lytham.  Here the area of former dunes was 
far more extensive, with the system extending over 9km to Bispham over 150 years ago.  Dunes at Sefton 
were laid down perhaps some 6,000 years ago over tidal and lagoonal deposits.  Periods of stability led to 
the use of dunes for pasture, cultivation and settlement and the shifting nature of the dunes has led to the 
burying of former land surfaces.   

Typical historical and archaeological components 

Study of comparable dune landscapes on the Sefton coast indicates that the type may contain evidence of 
buried land surfaces, artefacts and possibly settlement.  In addition, there may be peat beds under the 
sediments that will contain valuable information on past environments as well as the potential for good 
preservation of archaeological artefacts and structures. 

More recent archaeological components include structures associated with rabbit warrens (warrener’s 
house, warren boundaries) and the marram grass plantings mainly dating from the last century.  Both the 
dunes between Lytham and South Shore, Blackpool and those at Fleetwood were used as areas for rifle 
ranges in the late 19th century, those at Rossall Point (now under modern housing) being very extensive, 
including four 800 yard ranges and an associated camp, ‘the Hutments’.  In addition substantial areas of the 
former dunes landscape are now used as golf courses, the most notable of which is Royal Lytham St 
Anne’s.  

The Dunes HLC type will contain remains of earlier structures related to past uses such as those 
associated with recreation.  However, components are difficult to relate to each other, only being uncovered 
sporadically and in irregular and limited areas. 

Enhancing and safeguarding the type 

• Careful management is required to balance the competing factors of importance here.  Recreational 
usage in particular can be damaging to both ecological and archaeological importance of the type. 

• Increased research and interpretation of the archaeological importance of the Dunes HLC type would 
help raise awareness of this element of what is generally perceived to be a wholly natural environment. 

• Monitoring of the HLC type is important, particularly after high tides or storms, in order to identify buried 
components and implement mitigation measures.  

• As with other coastal HLC types (Sand and Mudflats, Saltmarsh, Coastal Rough Ground), the 
attributes and historic landscape of the Dunes should be integrated into Shoreline Management Plans 
(11b and 11c), and the action plans of the Morecambe Bay and Ribble Estuary strategies. 

 

 


