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Definition:   

Much of this type is accounted for by HMS Inskip, a former airfield between Wharles and Inskip and the 
Royal Ordnance Factory at Chorley.  Other sites are mainly camps and training grounds, both used and 
disused.  All of the sites post date 1850 and the majority are associated with WWII rather than earlier 
conflicts. 

Typical historical and archaeological components 

These include military test tracks, barrack blocks, ranges, stores, ammunition depots, perimeter fencing, 
defence installations, depots and storage areas, hangars, dispersal sites, service roads and evidence of 
earlier landscape features.  Time depth is also evident within the military structures on the sites, particularly 
where they have been in existence since WWII.  Historic components include abandoned ranges, military 
buildings, ammunition stores and pillboxes. 

Enhancing and safeguarding the type 

• Include and promote consideration of the historic dimension to military buildings and structures in the 
development process.  Despite their relatively recent origins, the buildings and structures associated 
with the Modern Military HLC type have a significant story to tell concerning British and European 
history.  English Heritage’s Monuments Protection Programme and the Defence of Britain Project, a 
national initiative administered by the Council for British Archaeology (CBA), have recorded, 
interpreted and evaluated the military constructions of the last century.  Data from these initiatives has 
been added to the SMR and will form the basis for local decision-making, which may include provision 
for preservation and recording.   

• Preserve earlier historic buildings and structures of significance in the HLC type.  There is some 
potential for the preservation of earlier structures or remains within areas of military land, but in 
Lancashire these are mainly confined to historic buildings (for example, Buckshaw Hall and Worden 
Old Hall at ROF, Chorley).  Development proposals or changes of landuse may require assessment in 
order that any subsequent damage may be mitigated. 

• Preserve key examples of military buildings and structures, giving priority to those associated with 
Burscough Airfield and the Leeds/Liverpool canal stop line, WWI practise trenches at Blackpool, WWII 
decoy sites on the East Lancashire Moors and various individual sites including pillboxes, road blocks 
and anti-aircraft battery remains.   

 


