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Part 4. Settlement Analysis 
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Figure 167. Key to the Zones presented in illustrations in the Settlement Gazetteer 
descriptions and Complex Core descriptions   
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Part 4.2 Settlement Gazetteer 

Around 35 settlement study areas were produced for each of the five districts of West 

Yorkshire.  They generally represent the district’s largest settlements depicted on modern 

mapping. A few settlement areas may have been chosen because of their historic or 

archaeological interest, such as settlements with a well preserved ancient historic character. 

This includes confirmed medieval village cores and settlements with a dispersed rural 

distribution.  

Most of the settlement descriptions are covered by the Settlement Gazetteer section (below) 

which provides a brief overview of the development of the settlement’s historic character 

using HLC derived information and other resources found close to hand, such as digital 

historic mapping and literature held within WYAAS archives. Each settlement gazetteer 

description does not represent the sum total knowledge of the settlement, rather a rapid 

assessment which demonstrates the usefulness of HLC data.  Thematic maps were 

produced using the zone construction criteria described above which illustrate various 

historic phases surviving in the current landscape. In some cases, new and original maps 

were created describing specific features such as industrial sites, extraction sites or rural 

settlement distribution. 

The district’s largest settlement are covered in the Complex Core Analysis section (below). 

These settlement descriptions are more comprehensive.  There is an illustrated description 

of the historic development of the settlement, from the foundations of its historic core to 

recent development, and also site specific descriptions drawn from a number of authoritative 

sources. The Complex Core Analysis descriptions provides some available historic mapping 

and thematic maps created directly using HLC broad and narrow types within specified date 

ranges. 

A list of the settlements description chosen for this district and their inclusion in the Complex 

Core Analysis section or Settlement Gazetteer section is presented below. 
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Settlement Report type Section Page
Addingham Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.1 435
Allerton Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.2 443
Baildon Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.3 451
Bingley Complex core analysis 4.3.1 700
Bowling Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.4 459
City of Bradford Complex core analysis 4.3.2 715
Burley in Wharfedale Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.5 468
Clayton Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.6 475
Cullingworth Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.7 483
Denholme Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.8 492
Eccleshill Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.9 500
Esholt Hall Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.10 509
Girlington Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.11 515
Great Horton Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.12 524
Harden Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.13 534
Haworth Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.14 542
Idle Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.15 550
Ilkley, Ben Rhydding and 
Middleton Complex core analysis 4.3.3 736

Keighley Complex core analysis 4.3.4 773
Laisterdyke Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.16 560
Little Horton & Horton Green Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.17 572
Manningham Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.18 582
Menston Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.19 592
Oakworth Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.20 599
Oxenhope Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.21 608
Queensbury Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.22 617
Shipley Complex core analysis 4.3.5 796
Silsden Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.23 628
Steeton Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.24 637
Thornton Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.25 645
Tong Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.26 654
Undercliffe Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.27 660
Wibsey Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.28 669
Wilsden Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.29 681
Wyke Settlement gazetteer description 4.2.30 690

Table 108. List of Settlement Gazetteer and Complex Core Analysis reports 
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4.2.1 Addingham 
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Figure 168. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Addingham 

locality
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Overview

Addingham is a rural settlement and dormer village situated around 19km to the north west 

of the Bradford city centre in the Township of Addingham (100 AOD. OS ref 407672, 

449,817).  The village occupies a fairly gentle valley-side position in a shallow v-shaped gill 

where Heathness Gill meets Matchup Beck before descending eastward as Town Beck into 

the wider Wharf Valley.  The land rise to the west to meet Addingham Moor, an area of 

former moor or common which was enclosed probably in the 18th or 19th century.  

Addingham sits in isolation amongst a landscape of piecemeal enclosure which drops of 

eastwards to meet valley floor meadows with some surveyed enclosure at higher elevation.  

The village sits above a geology of the Millstone Grit Group of rocks. 

Historic core 

Addingham is a linear development with an east west alignment running Main Street (see 

HLC_PK 37722).  The central part of the village represents the area with the highest density 

of buildings surviving from mid-19th century mapping and has the greatest number of listed 

buildings. Addingham is of Saxon origins. The Archbishop of York fled from York to 

Addingham in 867 to escape the Vikings. This suggests that there was an existing Anglo 

Saxon settlement which contained an established Christian community. “Haddincham” is 

recorded in 972 (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part VI. p.57). Archaeological evidence and the 

discovery of a stone cross in the vicinity of the church also confirms an Anglo-Saxon 

settlement. There are several other written references throughout the later medieval period.   

There may have been more than one early foci to the village.  The earliest site was probably 

on the ridge by the River Wharfe where the Church of St Peter now stands.  This is off the 

study area map (above) 600m to the east of the village.  The church is a late 15th century 

rebuild of a Norman Church (HLC_PK 30529).  A manor house was formerly present to the 

west of the churchyard, but was later destroyed through erosion by the river.  Earthworks of 

associated fishponds survive by the beck in the field to the south.  The village high street, 

Main Street, is probably of later medieval date.  An extensive Anglo-Saxon cemetery was 

excavated to the west.  

The Main Street area contains a large number of listed buildings.  There are several large 

18th century houses and farms, early 19th century town houses and early 19th century 

terraces to the west of the village.  This area probably represents Georgian and Victorian 

expansion.  The central part of Addingham demonstrates earlier buildings.  Addingham 

Manor House is of late 16th to early 17th date.  The area also includes four known houses of 

17th century origin.  The presence of 18th century farms with attached barns attests to the 

rural origins of this part of the settlement.  Here too are features of industrial period 
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development including mid-18th century cottages, the late 18th century Piece Hall, an 1861 

Wesleyan Reform chapel, a Georgian mill, 18th to early 19th century houses and cottages 

and a public houses.  Other commercial buildings include 18th and early 19th century malt 

kilns and a bake house.  The listed buildings describe a longevity of settlement from at least 

the early post medieval period and probably much earlier.  The linear nature of the high 

street and the presence of a probable former open field system suggest a planned medieval 

village and later a medieval textile centre of at least local importance.  Mid-19th century 

mapping depicts a large rural village with a high street and a few developed yards.  The 

farms were being replaced with cottages and villas status houses by this time.  The Manor 

House and one or two Yeoman Farmers’ or Clothier’s houses are the few buildings left over 

from the later medieval period from what would have been a developed medieval high street.  

Early fabric lies hidden beneath later re-fronting.  Excavations have shown medieval building 

fabric in Church Street and in two standing buildings, including Fir Cottage which contains 

medieval structural timbers. There is a small building on Sugar Hill which incorporates posts 

from a timber framed building.   Manor House also contains structural timbers that are 

probably of 15th Century date.

The town developed a small Georgian commercial core.   The listed buildings also indicate 

that Addingham was developing a local industry at this time.  Some of the cottages were in 

use as domestic workshops. The village of the 18th and early 19th century also demonstrated 

textile mills. 

Figure 169. Zone map in Addingham’s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

18th and early 19th century cottages and workshops including textile mills were confirmed by 

the listed building descriptions. Addingham did develop a small industry although it was not 

as largescale nor as transformative as in other West Yorkshire Towns.  Late 19th century 25” 
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OS mapping more clearly depicts three mills. These comprised the early 19th century Town 

Head Mill (woollen. HLC_PK 30432), Worsley Shed of mid to late 19th century date (cotton. 

HLC_PK 37734) and Burnside Mill of mid to late 19th century date (silk. HLC_PK 37732).  

There was also a saw mill to the north east of the village.  Low Mill on the Wharfe (off the 

map to the east of the village) was Yorkshire’s first worsted spinning mill in 1787, soon 

followed by the conversion of High Mill for spinning cotton. Other early mills used water 

power from Town Beck and Back Beck (City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 2004). 

The later 18th Century and early 19th Century was a period of growth.  A large proportion of 

adult males engaged in either handloom weaving or wool combing under the direction of a 

wool-stapler who bought wool from farmers and then distributed it to local families, where the 

women span the yarn and the men then wove the yarn on looms. This was conducted either 

in their own cottages, or in loom shops.  When trade became more formal, Addingham 

received a small piece hall 

The same period saw considerable growth in the village, with many surviving buildings 

dating from the second half of the 18th Century and exhibiting the relative wealth of 

Addingham at that time. Weavers’ cottages mingle with larger houses.  Addingham largely 

escaped the excesses of development of the Industrial Period.  

Addingham remained rural in character into the early 20th century.   

Figure 170. Zone map of Addingham’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 



441

20th century and beyond 

The greatest expansion of Addingham was in the latter half of the 20th century and recently.  

The village now has a large zone of medium sized housing estates forming an encircling 

irregular zone to the north and south of the village core.  Some of it is quite recent.  Most 

estates were constructed on previously undeveloped land or allotments. Addingham also 

received a small school (HLC_PK 25455).  Addingham has developed as a dormer town, 

residents attracted by its rural setting and historic character.  Despite the development of a 

zone of modern housing, the village core retains much of its earlier historic character.   
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Figure 171. Zone map of Addingham’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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The Rural Hinterland 

The fields surrounding Addingham have undergone some agglomeration in the 19th and 20th

century.  There is still good preservation of the boundaries depicted on mid-19th century 

mapping.  The greatest change in the rural landscape is the establishment of the Bracken 

Ghyll Golf Club to the north west of Addingham in 1993.   

As stated above, the earliest settlement in this area was probably 600m to the west around 

the Church of St Peter.  This represent a small nucleated settlement which was originally 

detached from the later historic core of Addingham, though is now joined through 20th

century expansion.  This area adjacent to the River Wharfe also represented a zone of early 

industry.   A number of 18th century houses exist in this area. At least one contains 17th

century building fabric (HLC_PK 30524). 

To the west is the Stamp Hill settlement which was formerly a fold with a green which 

included farms, cottages and an inn.  This contains rural building dating back to at least the 

17th century but has now become subsumed by 20th century development.  

There is a moderate density of farms in the fields surrounding the village.  17th and 18th

century dates are represented.
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4.2.2 Allerton 
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Figure 172. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Allerton 

locality
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Overview

Allerton is a suburban conurbation of Bradford situated around 5km to the west of the 

Bradford city centre in the Township of Allerton (around 250 AOD. OS ref 411611, 434360).  

Allerton originated as a rural settlement and later a small industrial town which was 

subsumed by 20th century housing estates.  The historic core is a linear development 

running east west along Allerton Road.  The settlement sits on an easterly downward sloping 

spur of land with the steep sided Chellow Dean to the north and Pitty Beck to the south.  The 

slope is gentler to the south and it is here where most of the 20th century development 

occurs.  Originally rural in character, Allerton is now an outer suburb of Bradford connected 

by a continuous development.  Allerton sits above a geology of Pennine Lower Coal 

Measures.

Historic core 

Mid-19th century mapping depicts Allerton as a low density settlement dispersed along 

Allerton Road with little evidence of an actual medieval core.  The character seems more 

early industrial.  Fields to the south contain a number of farms with confirmed early post 

medieval dates.  Allerton is potentially of ancient origins.  Allerton was recorded in the 

Domesday Book as Wilsden-cum-Allerton.   There are also hints of medieval strip fields on 

19th century mapping, particularly to the west and south.   The current Allerton historic core 

is situated on Allerton Road to the north of the study area map.  There is nothing discernibly 

ancient about this settlement. The surrounding land was surveyed enclosure until around the 

1840s.  It is possible that the core has shifted or there was never a single core and Allerton 

consisted of a collection of farms and folds.  Allerton Lane runs southward down-slope from 

the town core and this area formerly contained a number of early farms including Allerton 

Hall and two folds, Allerton Lanes and Hill Top. There was also a public house as part of Hill 

Top. Most of the settlement on Allerton Lane was lost due to 20th century redevelopment.   It 

can be speculated that Allerton Hall was of significant antiquity and importance.  The 

surviving fields to the west of the 20th century estates have an ancient character and contain 

several listed farms, cottages and barns dating from the 17th. Some are fine Yeomens’ 

houses.  (HLC_PK: 38266, 38264, 32502, 32501, 32495, 32500, 32499, 32496).  This 

suggests wealth and an early involvement with domestic textile production.   
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Mid-19th century OS mapping of the Allerton Road core depicts houses, rows of cottages, a 

small school, an Independent chapel and Allerton Mill.  Of the six listed buildings on Allerton 

Road, three are 18th or 19th century farms.  The rest are early 19th cottages probably 

associated with the mill.  

Figure 173. Allerton. OS 6” 1st edition map, c.1851. © and database right Crown Copyright 
and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence numbers 000394 

and TP0024 
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Figure 174. Zone map of Allerton’s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

Mid-19th century mapping depicted two notable industries.   Allerton Worsted Mill and the 

High Cliff Quarries (sandstone).  Allerton Mill was a small mill situated to the west of the 

settlement.  The mill was established in 1836 as a spinning and weaving mill. (HLC_PK 

38278).  The quarry was situated to the north of the village above Chellow Dean (HLC_PK 

29654).  This was a substantial quarry even by later 19th century industrial scale extraction 

standards and may have been the reason for the small settlement on Allerton Road at this 

time.   Chellow Dean in the mid-19th century also held the Chellow Dean Reservoir as part of 

the Bradford Water Works.  Allerton had undergone a small transformation by the late 19th
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century.  The core had acquired a few rows of terraced houses (HLC_PK 29807).   There 

was also a new Congregational Church and Sunday school (HLKC_PK 38276).   The 

settlement focus shifted to the east of the area.  Here a new small mill town developed. 

There were three additional mills, Allerton Mill and Hedge Nook Mill, both worsted and 

Prospect Woollen Mill (HLC_PK 2981, HLC_PK 29812 and 37766).  There was a small zone 

of grid-iron terraced houses, a small linear commercial core with public houses, St Peter’s 

Church (HLC_PK 38268) and one or two villas.  The town also contained two Methodist 

chapels. Ladyhill Public Park was established in the later Industrial Period around 1922.   

Later redevelopment has been piecemeal and small scale in the Allerton Road area. The 

19th century industrial character remains strong, if a little dreary and industrial.   The textile 

mills dominate the main road.

Figure 175. Zone map of Allerton’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Allerton Road is almost entirely late 19th century in character, although this is only one street 

deep.   Away from this area the character is firmly post-war and residential.  There is a small 

inter-war estate to the west of the area (HLC_PK 19139).  The Allerton Housing Estate is a 

large scale estate of social housing established between 1956 and 1967 on former 

piecemeal enclosure to the south of the settlement (HLC_PK 19127).  This is a self-

contained estate with schools, chapel and shop parade.  A number of farms were lost 

through construction.  There has been some preservation of fields in the valley bottom to the 

south which is now preserved as a parkland common.  To the north of Allerton are other 

slightly smaller estates of various post-war dates.   
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Figure 176. Zone map in Allerton’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development 

(not to scale)

Figure 177 The Saffron Road locality. Allerton. 2015. 20th century social housing 
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Rural hinterland 

 The pre-industrial rural landscape has been largely lost to the east of Allerton and in the 

immediate 20th century urban zones.  To the east, Allerton joins with the urban sprawl of 

Bradford.  Chellow Dean has a rural feel but has been modified by quarrying and 19th

century reservoir construction.  This is now wooded and forms a country park.   The quarry 

still dominates the hill top and is in use for informal recreational activity.  To the west, the 

historic rural landscape is well preserved.  Allerton Road emerges from the town onto 

Moorhouse Moor, a high table land of surveyed enclosure of probable early 19th century 

date.  The valley to the south has an ancient feel to it with small irregular fields with a 

general north-south coaxial alignment running down the valley side.  There is a fairly high 

density of farms, most with 17th or 18th century origins connected by many green lanes.  The 

top end of Pitty Beck meets a steep sided clough at Bell Dean which becomes a landscape 

blasted by 18th and 19th century extraction.    

Figure 178. Row of late 18th to early 19th century cottages, Allerton Upper Green. 2016 
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4.2.3 Baildon 
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Figure

179.

Zone

study

area

map of 

the

Baildon

locality
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Overview

Baildon is a settlement of ancient origins. originally a medieval rural village which became 

subsumed by by the urban sprawl of Bradford and Shipley in the 20th century.  The village is 

situated  6.5 km north of the Bradford city centre in the township of Baildon (163 AOD. OS 

ref 415,520 439,644).  The village occupies an elevated position on sloping land on the 

eastern side of Baildon Moor.  The land drops away eastward towards the River Aire.  The 

land rises to the west to meet Baildon Moor top and encircles the moor westwards to meet 

the escarpment of Baildon Bank and Shipley Glen.  Baildon sits above a solid geology of the 

Carboniferous Millstone Grit Group of rocks. 

Historic core 

The origins of Baildon may date back to before the Norman Conquest.  The name Baildon is 

first recorded in a document written by King Athelstane to the Archbishop of York in 835. 

This letter documented the gift of lands around Otley, including Baildon, Menston and 

Addingham to the church and subsequently Baildon formed part of the Archbishop’s feudal 

estate, administered from the Manor House in Otley (City of Bradford District Council. 2005). 

“Beageltune” is mentioned in 1030 and “Beldun(e)” was recorded in the Domesday Survey of 

1086 (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part IV. p.158). There are several other accounts from the later 

medieval period.  The original chapel was built in Hallcliffe around 1200 and Alan, the priest 

of Baildon, is mentioned in a charter of Esholt Priory around 1200.  A medieval economy of 

mining and woollen cloth production is suggested by records and the presence of large 

clothiers’ houses in the village. Baildon was a relatively large settlement by the 13th century 

with a population which equivalent of Otley and Keighley in size (City of Bradford District 

Council. 2005).   Baildon Hall 300m to the south of the village is a grade II* listed multi-phase 

manor house of 14th century origins.   Another confirmation of the medieval origins of Baildon 

are the presence of strip fields which were particularly evident on mid-19th century OS 

mapping. These occurred as east, west and north-fields. Northgate, the village high street, 

opened out on to Baildon Moor to the north which would have acted as the village common 

land.  There are suggestions of a moorland edge cattle-drove funnel to the north of the 

village.

Mid-19th century OS mapping depicts a cruciform arrangement of streets with Northgate and 

Browgate forming a north south axis and Westgate connecting with Hall Cliffe which ran from 

east to west.  At the meeting of Northgate and Westgate was a small square. Northgate was 

a wide irregular street which probably held cottages, houses and commercial buildings at 

this time.   Both axial streets were lined with high density settlement fronting the streets with 

developed rear yards.  This area contains the best survival of buildings depicted on mid-19th
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century mapping and the highest number of listed buildings.  These streets certainly 

represents the earliest part of the settlement from the medieval period.  Listed buildings 

include several timber framed and stone houses dating from the 15th to 17th century, an early 

to mid-17th century barn, a 17th century cross base, 18th and early 19th century cottages, an 

18th century Methodist preaching house, an early 19th century mill and warehouse, an early 

to mid-19th century mill, an early to mid-19th century villa, the Church of St John dated to 

1848 and a Moravian chapel of 1868 date.    500m to the south east of Baildon is the 

satellite settlement of Low Baildon (now Brook Hill), a small hamlet on Station Road.  This 

also contains a number of listed buildings mainly of 18th century date.   

The listed buildings demonstrate several things: a continuous development from the later 

medieval period, an historic connection with the textile industry from the mechanical and pre-

mechanical periods and a modest amount of wealth.  Baildon held a number of wealthy 

Yeoman Clothier families in the early post medieval period as the surviving houses stand in 

testament.  The industry was cottage based at this time.   

Figure 180. Zone map of Baildon’s historic core (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development

Mid-19th century mapping depicts Baildon as a large village with a complex of buildings.  A 

domestic workshop and small scale warehouse element was probably present amongst the 

mass of buildings.  Northgate was probably commercial by this time judging by the presence 

of inns.  Baildon Mills of 1824 (a worsted spinning mill. HLC_PK 27540) was present to the 

north of the village and there are place name references to tenter crofts.  The surrounding 

area was entirely rural.   In terms of industry there was little enlargement by the late 19th

century.  The mills had expanded and a zone of terraces had developed a tight zone to the 

east and west of the village core (HLC_PK 27447, 27448 and 27450). Unlike other local 

settlements, Baildon did not develop a large textile trade.  This was probably due to its 

isolated position.   

Of significance was the extraction industry with quarries and coal mines focused around 

Baildon Moor.  Moorgate to the north of the village core probably held a few miners’ cottages 

of the industrial period.   The coal mining industry was documented from as early as the late 

14th century.  The last pit on Baildon Moor closed in 1863 (City of Bradford District Council. 

2005).

Figure 181. Zone map of Baildon’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale)
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One of the greatest impacts of the industrial period was the construction of a large villa-park 

estate to the east of Baildon. These were high status houses with large gardens built in the 

late 19th century.  The proximity to Baildon Station (HLC_PK 25771) opened in 1876 makes 

this an example of an early railway dormer town.  Many of the houses survive but the setting 

has been damaged by 20th century infill development on a large scale (HLC_PK 25767, 

22348, etc.).

20th century and beyond 

As stated above, the eastern side of Baildon was developed on a large scale by housing. 

There is now an almost continuous zone of housing estates around the village.  A significant 

amount is from the Interwar period occurring as semi-detached houses.  This suggests that 

Baildon was involved in the urban expansion schemes in the 1930s.  Late 20th century and 

post 1990 development also occurs expanding earlier housing estates.  Apart from breaks 

due to topographical features such as Baildon Bank, development is now continuous to the 

south and east meeting the industrial zones of the Shipley Aire valley area.  Baildon Moor 

forms a northern boundary.  The southern end of Northgate was redeveloped in the mid and 

late 20th century with a new shop parade, roundabout and bus circle on the western side of 

the road.  Despite this, there is a good representation of industrial period commercial and 

domestic buildings.  The Malt Shovel Tavern still displays its 17th century origins. Baildon 

Mills is now in multiple occupancy but retains its historic character.  The small zones of 

industrial period housing also survives quite well.  
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Figure 182. Zone map of Baildon’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale) Based upon the DiGMapGB-625 

dataset, with the permission of the British Geological Survey. Reproduced with the permission of the British Geological Survey ©NERC. All 

rights Reserved
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Rural hinterland 

The immediate rural zone around the village was developed in the 20th and 21st century by 

housing.  This area historically contained enclosed strip fields.  The fields ended to the north 

at Baildon Moor where a few later intakes are present on the moorland edges. The land 

descended southward to meet the Aire Valley as a more piecemeal enclosed landscape. 

Baildon Bank was too steep to be cultivated and remains woodland.  The rural hinterland 

contains a number of farms and fold.  Some, such as Low Baildon have been subsumed by 

modern development.  Baildon Green, a fold of early industrial period cottages, now stands 

in an area of fields with an estate to the south and Baildon Bank to the north (HLC_PK 

24573).  Slightly further east is the late 17th century Midgley Farm now partly subsumed by 

housing (HLC_PK 22409). Bracken Hall Farm to the west of Baildon, situated on agricultural 

land above Baildon Bank is late 17th century (HLC_PK Bracken Hall Farm). At slightly higher 

elevations to the north are several intake farms of 18th or 19th century date.  A number of 

historic quarries also survive in the hinterlands.   
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4.2.4 Bowling 
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Overview

Bowling is an urban settlement situated in a mixed area of industrial and residential zones 

around 1.5km south east of the Bradford City centre in the Bowling Township (AOD 180. OS 

ref 417664, 431843).   Bowling has no easily discernible ancient village core, it was rather a 

ribbon development along Wakefield Road where it runs south east from Bradford to meet 

Sticker Lane at Dudley Hill.  The settlement occupies a gently sloping hill side position which 

rise to the south and east to meet Cutler Heights and drops westward towards Bowling Beck.  

The beck flow northwards into the wider Bradford Vale.  Bowling was a settlement under 

development in the early 19th century, partly rural and partly surrounded by a morass of coal 

pits, spoil and industrial works.  The development at this time had joined with Bradford at the 

northern end, becoming more rural further south along Wakefield Road. It is now entirely 

urban and strongly industrial.  Bowling sits on a solid geology of Pennine Lower Coal 

Measures.

Historic core 

As stated above, in the mid-19th century Bowling was a ribbon development to the north and 

south of Wakefield Road. There was no discernible core, the settlement was most dense at 

the Bradford northern end. Dudley Hill was a hamlet situated 1km to the south east.  The 

only notable feature of significant antiquity was Bowling Hall dating from the 14th century 

(HLC_PK 16208). The hall had an associated deer park, the extent of which is largely 

conjectural, though the area to the northwest was named The Parks.  The Manor of “Bollinc” 

was mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part III. p.244). It could 

be that there was no village core. Bowling Hall was the most significant settlement site, with 

many subsidiary farmsteads extending across the valley to West Bowling with moorland on 

higher ground to the east and south.  Bowling also had a manorial corn mill.  The Bowling 

settlement on Wakefield Road of the 18th century has the appearance of an early industrial 

town.  Wakefield Road was constructed by Bradford and Wakefield Turnpike Trust in 1753.  

Settlement along the turnpike is therefore contemporary or later.  The now largely lost 

settlement to the north of the study area map at the junction of Wakefield and Hall Lane 

appears to be the densest, most organic and possibly the earliest part of Bowling.  
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Figure 184. OS 1st edition map of Bowling area, c.1850 (not to scale). © and database right 
Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence 

numbers 000394 and TP0024 

Industrial Period development 

Even by the mid-19th century Bowling was in a landscape severely altered by coal mining.  

To the east and west of Wakefield road was an extensive array of coal pits and to the north 

east on Cutler Heights was the Bowling Iron Works.  Settlement was developed with houses, 

schools and chapels but these were largely confined to Wakefield Road. Early Industrial 

Period settlement was also present at Dudley Hill.  A few yard developments were present to 

the north at the Bradford end of Bowling.  Amongst the industrial features, earlier field 

boundaries were discernible.  Bowling Beck became the location for textile production. 

Bowling Dye Works with a string of reservoirs was present here (HLC_PK 16585).  The 

Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway crossed the Bowling Beck Valley from north to south by 

this time with yards and sheds to the north of the area (HLC_PK 16628).  The Hall Lane Mills 

(worsted. HLC_PK 16847) was present further north.  Small mills and metal workshops were 

part of the settlement at the northern end of Wakefield Road.   
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Bowling Iron Works was established in 1788. By the mid-19th century this was an extensive 

landscape features, large scale even by later industrial period standards (HLC_PK 16760).  

Many, if not most of the coal and iron stone extraction pits and spoil tips were probably 

dedicated to the works.  Here too was an extensive network of mineral railways and inclines 

in the surrounding fields linking works with collieries and wider communication routes.   

A zone of terraced houses had developed by the late 19th century in a grid-iron development 

to the west of Wakefield Road with smaller developments running off Wakefield Road further 

south. A small development was also built further north along Bowling Back Lane (HLC_PK 

16551 and 16014).  These expanded during the early 20th century.  A large gridiron 

development was also constructed by the late 19th century in West Bowling on the western 

side of the Bowling Beck valley.  This was separated from Bowling by a railway, fields and 

ponds and probably had associations with mills and industrial works in the Little Horton area.  

A significant later industrial period addition was Bowling Park (HLC_PK 16379).  This was 

established on land purchased by the Bradford Council in late 1870s, which included part of 

the former Bowling Hall estate.  This is a large prestigious park with many surviving Victorian 

features.  Bowling Hall was incorporated into the park when it was presented to the 

corporation in 1912.  Bowling Cemetery was established to the immediate south of the park 

in 1886.  The park and cemetery represent a well preserved designed Victorian recreational 

and ornamental landscape.  
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Figure 185. Zone map of Bowling’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale)

20th century and beyond 

20th century development has been both domestic and industrial.  The largest housing estate 

was built in the early post-war period in the area of land between Wakefield Road and 

Bowling Hall Road.  The land was previously agricultural but with several coal pits and a 

tramway (HLC_PK 16202).  A smaller estate was built to the east of Wakefield Road around 

the 1970s (HLC_PK 16609).  Post 1990 estates were small scale and of high density.   

Bowling Girls’ Grammar School was opened on Bowling Hall Road in 1931 (HLC_PK 

16280).  Bradford Academy was built to the south of the area in 2007 replacing a 1960s 

grammar school (HLC_PK 16311).   

Probably of greater significance is the industrial zone which surrounds the northern part of 

the Wakefield Road settlement.  The extent is large and the scale of individual works is 

mixed and probably developed piecemeal overtime.  Modern large industrial and commercial 

sheds sit next to historical works and other buildings.  There is only fragmentary survival of 
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the Bowling Ironworks.  The associated wider industrial landscape has long since been 

subsumed.  Other mills and sheds survive in part in this industrial zone.   It is beyond the 

scope of this report to identify the full extent of historical industrial survival, though future 

work is recommended.  An interesting mix of 19th and 20th century industrial architecture is 

represented.  

The current character of Wakefield Road is modern as a result of later 20th century road 

widening and industrial/commercial development.  The surviving Industrial period features, 

such as terraced rows and occasional shop or the 1842 St John’s Church (HLC_PK 16211) 

stand isolated from their time by modern features.  The terraced grid-iron development 

survives better in both East and West Bowling.
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Figure 186. Zone map of Bowling’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland 

Bowling was probably rural before the industrial period.   Remnants of Bowling Hall Park 

were evident on mid-19th century mapping.  This had been enclosed by this point.  Cutler 

Heights probably represented moorland or later enclosed parkland.  The enclosures of 

Bowling merged with those of Little Horton to the west.  Piecemeal enclosure was present 

further down the valley towards Bradford.   Apart from a few historic boundaries and Bowling 

Park, none of the former rural landscape evident in the more developed zones.   Bowling is 

wholly surrounded by urban development.  Houses form an outer Braford conurbation, 

industry and commerce and inner ring, Bowling sits in the middle.  
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4.2.5 Burley in Wharfedale 
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Overview

The historic Burley in Wharfedale settlement is a linear development along Main Street.  This 

was probably a main route in historic times but has been superseded by the A65 bypass.  

Burley is a rural settlement situated 19km northwest of the Bradford City centre in the 

Township of Burley in Wharfedale (AOD 70. OS ref 416611, 446412).  Burley occupies the 

lower slopes of the eastern side of Ilkley Moor with the River Wharfe to the immediate north 

east. The village sits in isolation amongst enclosed agricultural land above a subsurface 

geology of the Carboniferous Mill Stone Grit Group of rocks. 

Historic core 

Main Street probably represents the historic core of Burley in Wharfedale (HLC_PK 34641).  

It is here, along with adjoining Corn Mill Lane that the settlement is most dense and organic, 

there are the highest number of buildings surviving from mid-19th century OS mapping and it 

has the greatest number of listed buildings.  The junction with Corn Mill Lane may be the 

earliest part of the settlement. The westwards extension of North Street may represent the 

later medieval expansion.  This part of the settlement seems typical of a medieval linear 

settlement with associated croft plots, back lane and strip fields.   Burley has an historic 

church and manorial corn mill.   

The settlement has a history dating back to Saxon times. The earliest reference is from a 

charter dated to 872 (City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 2005).  The “Burh” 

element in the name indicates there may have been a fortification here at some point.  The 

earliest chapel was at the eastern end of the settlement near Corn Mill Lane.  This was 

dedicated to St. Michael and was built in the 13th century.  The chapel burnt down in 1526.  

St Mary’s Church probably stands in the same location.  The original corn mill was probably 

in this vicinity too.   

Although there is little evidence of the earliest timber framed buildings which would have 

formed the town, there are many listed buildings which reflect the village’s post medieval 

development.  One of the earliest is the Old Grammar School of 17th century date.  There 

are also three 17th century houses, an 18th century corn mill, St Mary’s Parish Church dated 

to 1746, and several early 19th century cottages, houses, small halls and farms, three 18th 

and 19th  century chapels and an 19th century hotel.  These demonstrate a continuous 

development from at least the early post medieval period, with a boom in construction in the 

18th and early 19th century.   
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Figure 188. Zone map of Burley in Wharfedale’s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

Burley in Wharfedale largely escaped industrialisation in the 19th century.  Burley Railway 

Station opened in 1865 on the Wharfedale Railway which may have prompted growth as an 

early commuter town (HLC_PK 31182).  Scalebor Park Asylum was built in 1902, 900m to 

the south of the village (HLC_PK 25264).  It was the first publicly-funded private asylum in 

the country which housed fee-paying patients.  The site was redeveloped as a hospital in the 

post-war period and recently.  A number of mills opened in the surrounding rural area along 

the River Wharfe to the north of the village.  These included two cotton spinning mills: 

Greenholme Mill of the 1790s and New Mill probably of similar or slightly later date (HLPK 

26863 and 26862).  Burley Corn Mill on Corn Mill Lane is dated to 1746 but may have been 

on the site of an earlier mill (HLC_PK 34652). The area between Burley and Otley was 

devoid of mills.   

Burley acquired a few terraced houses in the latter half of the 19th century and into the early 

20th century but not to the same scale as other industrial towns.  The western end had long 

rows lining Ilkley Road and Sun Lane.  A long row also developed along Station Road to the 

south.  There were several rows off Main Street but these fell short of grid-iron 

developments.  The only grid-iron development of any size was at the eastern end of the 

village around Crown Street.  Many parts of Burley remained suburban in status, retaining 

several large houses.  
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Figure 189. Zone map of Burley in Wharfedale s later Industrial Period development (not to 

scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Burley developed modest scale zones of 20th century urban development. There were 

several small scale Interwar developments to the south of the town (HLC_PK 26846, 26849, 

31198, etc.).  These were subsumed by a larger post-war development of social housing 

(HLC_PK 26848, 26854 and 26600).  Burley Oaks Primary School (HLC_PK 26854) was 

built at a similar time on former villa gardens. There has also been three small to medium 

scale estates expanding earlier development to the south and to the north on previously 

undeveloped land (HLC_PK 25258, 26875, 26845 and 26853).  Industry also remains small 

scale.  The Greenholme Mill Trading Estate is the only 20th century industry of any 

significance (Greenholme was the late 19th century re-naming of New Mills. HLC_PK 26862).  

This reuses an earlier mill site.  

Main Street retains its historic character which is strongly Georgian and Victorian.  There is 

an eclectic mix of villas, cottages, shops, pubs and small institutes such as churches and 

halls.  There has been piecemeal 20th century redevelopment including the encroachment of 

an adjacent housing estate, a post-war garage and a modern residential court.  

Rural hinterland 

Mid-19th century mapping describes Burley as a village surrounded by fields.  In the 

immediate vicinity of the village, long narrows fields with sinuous boundaries were evident 

probably representing enclosed medieval strip fields. The land gently sloped to the east 
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towards the River Wharfe.  Here were possible strip fields or drained wetland in narrow strips 

and larger fields to the north which may have represented later enclosed valley floor 

meadows and possibly a village common in earlier times.   The land sloped upwards to the 

southwest to become steeper before it met Ilkley Moor.  There was a progression from lower 

slopes to moor of piecemeal enclosure with ancient farms and then 18th or 19th century 

intake farms along the moorland edge.  The strip field area has largely been redeveloped 

with 20th century housing with some preservation of external boundaries.  Outside this area 

the preservation of the historic rural landscape is good, with little field agglomeration and 

many surviving historic farms.  There are several farms from the 17th century, including 

Plane Tree Farm, Stead Hall Farmhouse and Turnpike Farm (HLC_PK 26885, 25245 and 

26897).  The area also contains later 18th and early 19th century farms, a few later villas and 

a small amount of modern residential development.   
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Figure 190. Zone map of Burley in Wharfedale’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial 
development (not to scale)
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4.2.6 Clayton 
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Overview

Clayton is historically a rural settlement of probable ancient origins which became 

incorporated into the urban conurbations of Bradford in the 20th century.  The village is 

situated around 4.5km from the Bradford City centre in the Township of Clayton (190 AOD. 

OS ref 411994, 432005).  The settlement occupies a tableland spur position on the southern 

side of the Clayton Beck Valley.  Land drops off steeply to the north and rises to Clayton 

Heights to the south.  The land in the area of the village is relatively flat due to the erosion 

patterns of sandstone and shale layers.  The village is joined to the Bradford suburbs to the 

east and is surrounded on all other sides by agricultural land (mainly pasture).  Clayton sits 

on a solid geology of Pennine Lower Coal Measures.  

Historic core 

The original historic core of Clayton is easily discernible on the 1st Edition OS mapping of the 

mid-19th century.  Clayton was situated in a lane-ends position with a meeting of at least four 

ancient routes.  The early core was a linear development with a north south alignment along 

what is now named Town End Road extending southwards along Green End.  The street 

was irregular in width with a small green in what is now the roundabout at the end of 

Bradford Road.  The settlement pattern organic in this area with houses lining the main 

street with yard developments to the rear (HLC_PK 24049 and 24057).   The settlement also 

extended slightly eastwards along Bradford Road.  Further evidence of earlier origins is the 

presence of fields with long and sinuous boundaries particularly to the east which were 

probably enclosed medieval strip fields.  

Clayton was recorded in the Domesday Survey of 1086 suggesting it was already 

established by the late Saxon period (City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 2006).  

Like other settlements in the late to early post medieval period, the farms around and in 

Clayton were probably involved in the textile trade which prompted the growth of settlement 

here.  The presence of historic farms within the village is testament to its rural origins.  The 

village later became the focus for domestic textile workers’ cottages within the village core 

and occurring as rows in the surrounding fields, particularly to the south of the village.   

The village core contains several listed buildings comprising: a 16th century timber framed 

farm house, two farm houses with a confirmed 17th century date, a late 18th century barn, 

many late 18th to early 19th century weavers’ and other vernacular cottages, higher status 

houses of the same date and  St John’s Baptist Church of 1890.  These buildings indicate 

rural and ancient origins, a continuous development from at least the late medieval period 

and a boom in construction in the early Industrial Period with weavers’ cottages which must 

have been a staple trade by this time.  No large mills were evident on mid-19th century 
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mapping and the only other identifiable industry was quarrying which was fairly extensive, 

such as Fall Top Quarries 900m to the west of the area (HLC_PK 24060).  

Figure 192. Zone map of Clayton’s historic core (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

The large number of cottages from the late 18th and early 19th century is testament to the 

importance of domestic textile production in the early Industrial Period.  There was a change 

in the focus of the village by the end of the 19th century.  A zone of terraced houses had 

supplemented earlier terraced rows to the south of the village by this time.  This part of the 

village also acquired additional institutes such as churches, chapels, a village hall and a 

Sunday school. A small commercial core with a few shops and a hotel had also developed. 

A village green was created on Clayton Lane which became a park in 1898 (HLC-PK 

23885).  There were at least three main influences leading to the development of Clayton 

into a small industrial town: the expansion of the quarries, the introduction of the railway and 

the construction of new textile mills.  Clayton Station was introduced in 1877 and finally 

closed in 1963.  This would have opened up the area for commuter settlement.  To the south 

of the station a small zone of villas and terraces developed.  Equally important were the 

railway sidings with sheds and cranes which would have supported local industry.  There 

were two mills in Clayton on later 19th century OS mapping.  These were Oak Mills and Beck 

Mill (both worsted. HLC_PK 24338 and 24364).  Oaks Mills was the largest.  The station and 

mills were situated to the south of the village at a slightly higher elevation.  A third dye works 

was present on the hill top to the south east of the station (HLC_PK 23874).  Another feature 

of interest from this period was the North Bierley Union Workhouse which was built in 1852-

55 (HLC_PK 23535) situated 900m south east of the village.  The workhouse was later 

converted into a school and is now the Jaamiatul Imaam Muhammad Zakaria Institute. 

Figure 193. Zone map of Clayton’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

The eastern end of Clayton is now joined to Bradford as continuous development of 

predominantly housing estates although earlier settlement was present as linear 

development along Bradford Road.  A modest scale housing estate was built to the west of 

the village core around the 1920s or 30s (HLC_PK 23880).  This was extended in the post-

war period. The western rural side of the village remains predominantly Victorian in 

character.  The biggest impact has been to the east. The Thornby Drive estate is medium to 

large scale and was built in the mid-20th century to provide social housing (HLC_PK 24017).  

Further east is the Hunter’s Park Avenue estate, a private estate of the 1970s or 80s 

(HLC_PK 23877). With the construction of the estates came associated schools, shop 

parades and playing fields.  Post 1990 development is prevalent but small in scale. The Oak 

Mills site and the site of Clayton Station were developed with housing estates.  Beck Mill 

survives in part though is now converted to modern use.  

The historic Town End core of Clayton retains many vernacular cottages and the 16th

century farm is evident.  The approach from Braford is lined with Georgian cottages, some of 

which are converted to shops. The roundabout now dominates the former green.  To the 

south is a new Cooperative shop. The street views to the north and south have a vernacular 

quality.  The farm is still active and this gives Town End a rural feel. 

The later industrial period settlement to the north still has a Victorian character with leafy 

streets, terraces and small Gothic and Italianate institutes. Redevelopment is small scale 

and piecemeal.  One or two small scale modern shops rows and estates intrude upon the 

edges of the area.    
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Figure 194. Zone map of Clayton’s 20th century to recent urban development (not to scale)



483

 Rural hinterland 

As stated above, Clayton is situated on a spur of flat land.  The land drops off steeply to the 

north and rises steeply to the south.  The flat area contained the most ancient enclosure.  

The area adjacent to Clayton contains what appear to be enclosed strip fields. These 

extended down the valley where the land is gentler to the east.  Land to the west and 

northwest has a more surveyed appearance, though may be pre-parliamentary in date.  

Similar regular fields are present as the land rises to the south towards Clayton Heights and 

Horton Bank Top.  The fields are long and narrow but the boundaries are straight.  There 

has been some agglomeration in the 19th and 20th century, probably due to the 

abandonment of small field enclosure patterns rather than reorganisation.  The rural 

hinterland retains much of its pre-1850 historic character.  Beyond the housing estate to the 

east, which was constructed on the former strip field land, perhaps the big impact has been 

the Horton Bank Reservoir of 1879 and Clayton Golf Club of 1906 (HLC_PK 23341 and 

23387).  These are both large scale and landscape-dominating features situated on higher 

ground to the south and east of Clayton.   

One or two farms were subsumed by 19th and 20th century development.  The north, west 

and southern boundaries of Clayton meet open land, either as agricultural land or former 

quarries.  Many farms and folds have historic origins occurring largely to the south and west 

of the village.  Langberries Farm House on Baldwin Lane is an encased timber framed 

house of 16th century origins (HLC_PK 23553). There is a mix of 17th, 18th and early 19th

century dates.  The area also included later villas.  A fireclay works was also situated in the 

valley to the west of Clayton (HLC_PK 24081).  Not all the farms in this area were given HLC 

records.
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4.2.7 Cullingworth 
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Overview

Cullingworth is a rural village situated 10km to the north west of the Bradford city centre in 

the Township of Bingley extending eastwards into the Township of Wilsden (AOD 200m. OS 

ref 406777, 436791).  The settlement occupies a valley side position to the west of 

Manywells Beck as it flows northwards to join Ellar Carr Beck.  The land rises southwards to 

meet Black Moor. The village stands in isolation amongst farmland above a geology of the 

Carboniferous Millstone Grit Group of rocks.  The earliest part of the village including the 

church occupies a slight promontory position above the Ellar Carr Beck. 

Historic core 

The area of Cullingworth which has the best survival of features from mid-19th century 

mapping, the most organic street plan and the greatest number of listed buildings, is situated 

to the north of the village adjacent to the Church of St John. It is formed around Church 

Street, Georges Square and Station Road.  This area probably represents the historic core 

of Cullingworth which has its origins in the medieval period. Cullingworth was mentioned in 

the Domesday Survey of 1086 indicating there may have been a significant settlement here 

at this time (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part IV. p.162). The early focus was probably the crossing 

point of Ellar Carr Beck. The vicinity contained monastic granges in the 12th and 13th 

centuries and there may have also been a corn mill.   The fields in adjacent area take the 

form of strip-fields, a feature associated with medieval villages. The nine listed buildings in 

this area give clues to the town’s development. There are two houses from the mid-17th 

century, a mid-18th century farm, early to mid-18th century cottages/houses, late 18th to 

early 19th century cottages and a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel dated 1824. Continuous 

development at least from the post medieval period is represented with buildings from the 

post medieval period to the early Industrial Period. The surviving character is strongly 

Georgian and residential with Victorian inclusions and good architectural evidence of earlier 

periods. The area also includes 19th century public houses.  The form of the settlement is 

one of a village green with linear development extending west-wards along Main Street 

which may have functioned as the original high street. Modern additions are also present, 

including a recent village hall (see HLC_PK 37014).  The core retains a strong Georgian 

character with clear evidence of earlier buildings.  St John’s Church was built in c.1853 on 

the site of an earlier church (HLC_PK 37013). 
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Figure 196. Zone map of Cullingworth’s historic core (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

Mid-19th century OS mapping shows Cullingworth as a clustered settlement beginning to 

expand southwards along Halifax Road.  Cullingworth Mill, a large worsted mill was built to 

the right of Halifax Road with rows of cottages to the east (HLC_PK 37019).  A second mill, 

Eller Carr Mill, was present in the clough to the north west of the village (HLC_PK 40854).  

Ellar Carr Mill was built in the late 18th century as a water-powered spinning mill, almost 

certainly for cotton.  A small hamlet named Cullingworth Gate was present 500m to the 

south of the village.  It consists of a cluster of houses at the junction of Bingley Road and 

Cullingworth Road.  This area contains at least one recorded 17th century house, a farm and 

several vernacular cottages (HLC_PK 37089).   Some of these were likely to have been 

weavers’ cottages.  A tannery was established here in the early 20th century (HLC_PK 

37083).
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Figure 197. Zone map of Cullingworth’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

Halifax Road to the south of the historic core became the focus for Victorian settlement with 

a small commercial core developing.  Cullingworth contains two zones of grid-iron terraced 

houses to the east around Parkside Terrace and Wood Royd Street.  This area also contains 

a contemporary cemetery.  The second development was to the west of Halifax Road 

around Mill Street.  The area also contained at least one small mill or workshop.   

Cullingworth developed into a small industrial town during the 19th century.  Several chapels, 

a Victorian church and a school were recorded from this time.  Cullingworth Station with a 

substantial goods yard opened in 1884. It was part of the Halifax, Thornton and Keighley 

Railway. The station closed to passengers in 1955 (HLC_PK 29702). 

20th century and beyond 

Cullingworth more than doubled in size during the 20th century through the construction of 

housing estates mostly in the post-war period.  Two small estates of social housing were 

constructed in the 1960s or 70s to the east of the village.  A large estate was constructed to 

the west slightly later during the 1980s (HLC_PK 29684). Cullingworth School was built 

further east at around the same time (HLC_PK 26592).  Post 1990 redevelopment has 

occurred in the Mill Street area.  The site of Ellar Carr Mill has also been redeveloped with 

houses. 

Cullingworth Mill underwent significant demolition during the latter half of the 20th century. 

Now only one range survives and is now in mixed commercial use (HLC_PK 37019).  The 

demolition site is in use as a builder’s yard.  The railway site was redeveloped as an 

industrial works with warehouses in the 1960s or 70s but is possibly now derelict. To the 

south of Cullingworth Gate a large quarry was established in the early 20th century and 

continued in use until the c.1970s after which it was redeveloped as a small industrial 

estates (HLC_PK 26587).  Much of the 20th century development has occurred on the edges 

of the core.  The 18th and 19th century character in the core area remains strong with only 

piecemeal redevelopment.   
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Figure 198. South Road. Cullingworth. 2016. Interwar social housing with 19th century 

viaduct to rear 
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Figure 199. Zone map of Cullingworth’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial 
development (not to scale)

Rural hinterland 

Mid-19th century mapping clearly depicts enclosed medieval strip fields.  These occurred on 

the gently rising table lands to the west of Cullingworth.  These were probably enclosed 

piecemeal from the collapse of the manorial system in the late middle ages.  The fields 

underwent significant agglomeration in the 20th century leaving only fragmentary remains of 

the earlier medieval field pattern.   The study area map also includes later surveyed 

enclosure, particular to the higher ground to the south and west.   The Nook East is a large 

villa house dated 1735 set in private parkland situated to the south east of the village 

(HLC_PK 29683).  This was constructed at the edge of Halls Rough, an area of probable 

former village common.   To the north of the village is Ellar Carr Beck situated in a steep-

sided clough. This may have been the site of early industry.   

The study area map contains a number of detached rural dwellings. Eller Carr Mill is 

described above.  The mill had a few associated cottages. Hallas Hall Farm is a 17th century 
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house situated in fields to the east of the village.   This area also contains later farms. To the 

west is Cullingworth Fields Farm dated to 1684 (HLC_PK 29699).  This area also has later 

farms and cottages.   

Figure 200. Cliff House. Cullingworth. 2016. 18th to early 19th century farm 
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4.2.8 Denholme 
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Overview

Denholme is a rural village situated around 9km to the west of the Bradford city centre in the 

Township of Thornton (280m AOD. OS ref 407119, 434198).  The settlement occupies a 

hillside position with the land dropping to the east towards Denholme Beck and rising to the 

west towards Thornton Moor. It stands in isolation among piecemeal and surveyed 

enclosure.  The area sits above a geology of Pennine Lower Coal Measures.  

Historic core 

Figure 202. Zone map of Denholme’s historic core (not to scale) 
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The historic core of Denholme is a linear development along Keighley Road. Mid-19th

century OS mapping depicts two concentrations. Denholme village at the northern end of the 

study area map and New Road Side, a satellite settlement to the south where the road winds 

around Stubden Beck Clough. The latter was possibly associated with Denholme Mills (now 

demolished).  Denholme probably originated in the 12th century.  The first recorded reference 

to Denholme describe Denholme as a tiny hamlet belonging to Hugh de Thornton, who gave 

half his estate to Byland Abbey in North Yorkshire. The exact date is unclear, some records 

saying 1150, others 1239.  However the half of the estate retained in the de Thornton estate 

was the ‘derepeker’ deer park in Denholme (see HLC_PK 19501 for more details).  The deer 

park probably covered a large area to east and west of the current settlement.  Although no 

ancient buildings were identified during the course of the HLC project, the earliest part of the 

village was likely to have been situated at the northern end of the settlement between Edge 

End and the junction to Main Road. 

Industrial Period development 

The earliest part of the village today has a strongly vernacular character which emerged 

during the early Industrial Period.  Cottages are stone built, some with long rows of 

mullioned windows suggesting an element of domestic textile production.  This area also 

included the United Reform Church established in 1844 (HLC_PK 19458).  Industrial 

associations are clear from mid-19th century mapping.  Denholme Mill is present to the 

south. This was a worsted mill established in the early 19th century which expanded in the 

latter half of the 19th century (HLC_PK 19480).   The mill is now demolished.  To the north 

and south were depicted several coal pits and a large sandstone quarry.  The village layout 

at this time remained linear confined to the road side.  A land survey completed in 1800 

describes the fields and settlement in great detail. From these records it can be seen that the 

layout of the streets and roads were constructed during the late 19th and early 20th century 

following early field boundary patterns.   
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Figure 203. Zone map of Denholme’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

It was probably Denholme Mill that provided the main impetus for the growth of the village 

during the 19th century.  There is a clear zone of 19th to early 20th century industrial 

settlement to the southern end of the village.  The settlement focus shifted to this location at 

this time with the construction of a grid-iron development of terraced houses, shops, public 

houses and small village institutes.  The railway arrived by 1878. Denholme had its own 

railway station with goods yard situated to the east of the village. It is now occupied by a 

large saw mill (HLC_PK 19472).  Like all industrial settlements in West Yorkshire, the early 

and later industrial town cores have been subject to piecemeal redevelopment with small 

scale domestic and commercial buildings. Despite this and the loss of Denholme Mill, the 

Industrial Period character of Denholme survives quite well.  
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20th century and beyond 

20th century housing estates from three clear zones to the east and west of Keighley Road.  

Pre-war settlement occurs at the south eastern end of the village which situated next to 

Foster Park was established in 1920 (HLC_PK 19453).  Post-war development is present 

along the western side of Keighley Road and as a small estate to the south.  There are also 

two small post 1990 estates on the western side of the village, one on the site of a farm, the 

other on previously undeveloped land.  The site of Denholme Mill is currently under 

residential redevelopment.  With the loss of Denholme Mill little remains of the historic 

industry.  There is a 1930s sewage works to the south east (HLC_PK 19470) and a small 

animal rendering plant established as a works in the 1950s (HLC_PK 32686).  A small late 

20th century industrial estate is present off the map to the south.  
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Figure 204. Zone map of Denholme’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale) Based upon the DiGMapGB-625 

dataset, with the permission of the British Geological Survey. Reproduced with the permission of the British Geological Survey ©NERC. All 

rights Reserved
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Rural hinterland 

The land to the east of Denholme is in an elevated position as it rises to the moors and 

contains a mainly surveyed enclosure of 18th and 19th century date.  The fields are large and 

regular and the land under a regime of rough pasture. There are a number of small farms of 

similar date.  Three are listed as early 18th century, the rest mainly fall within the 18th and 

19th century date bracket. This area was utilised for grazing, quarrying and some mining. A 

number of quarries survive, though all are disused. Of particular interest is the large model 

farm White Shaw, a squire’s residence built around the mid-1850s. This is a villa house with 

large barn set in an area of private parkland with improved grassland (HLC_PK 18906).   

The land drops away steeply to the east.  The fields are smaller and more irregular in this 

area suggesting older piecemeal enclosure.   There is place name evidence in the valley to 

the northeast of Denholme for an historic deer park including Doe Park [Wood], Park Wood, 

Back Park and Hollin Park (see OS 1st edition mapping). In the 15th century Denholme came 

into the hands of the Tempest family (Bolling Hall) who enclosed the land to make a deer 

park. Prior to this the land was probably a monastic holding farmed as sheep pasture. One 

of the entrances to the park is still remembered in the name Denholme Gate. In the early 

17th century, Sir Richard Tempest is reputed to have lost his family estates playing cards 

and Denholme Park passed into the hands of the Savile family, who divided up the land and 

sold it off. The boundary of the deer park is depicted as an "ancient boundary wall" on the 

OS 1st Edition 1:10560 map of 1854, forming in part a parish boundary (See HLC_PK 

19417). There are a few farms here and most have late 18th or early 19th century date. One, 

named Wheel Race (HLC_PK 32641), was built near a water wheel powered tram system.  

Hollin Park to the north east of the zone map was built as a villa-park estate in the early 19th

century. (HLC_PK 32640).  19th century mapping depicts this area as riddled with coal 

shafts.  Although now largely in pasture, this has produced an irregular land surface with 

spoil tips, levels and inclines.  Many of these features will not have been recorded by the 

HLC project.  This area also contains Doe Park Reservoir built in 1862 (HLC_PK 19446).   
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4.2.9 Eccleshill 
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Figure 205. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the

Eccleshill

locality
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Overview

Eccleshill was a rural village with early origins which became subsumed by the urban spread 

of Bradford in the 20th century.  The settlement is situated 4.5km north east of the Bradford 

City centre in the Bradford District Township (AOD 200. OS ref 418306, 436128).  Eccleshill 

occupies an eastward facing hill top spur.  Idle Moor is 1.5km to the west; the land in the 

westerly direction then drops down towards the Bradford Vale. The land drops fairly sharply 

to the northeast of the village down towards Carr Beck and the Aire Valley. The original 

village is now entirely surrounded by 20th century urban development.  The settlement sits 

above a solid geology of the Carboniferous Pennine Coal Measure formation of Rocks. 

Historic core 

The historic core of Eccleshill is clearly evident on mid-19th century OS mapping.  The main 

street was on a roughly north south axis which respect the hill top contours to give a shallow 

‘m’-shaped profile.  This corresponds with modern Victoria Road. The settlement also 

extended westwards along Stoney Lane which joins Victoria Road in the centre of the village 

and eastward along Chapel Street to the south (HLC_PK 24644).   At the termination of 

Victorian Road at Bank top was a nucleation of yard developments.  Victoria Road, 

particularly to the north probably presented the oldest part of the settlement.  It is likely that 

the northern half of Victoria Road was commercial at this time, with a post office and inns 

described in this area.  

“Egleshil” is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 suggesting that a settlement 

existed here from at least the late Saxon period (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part III. p.258). There are 

several other references to Eccleshill, with various spellings, throughout the later medieval 

period.  There are strong indications that Eccleshill had an associated and extensive 

medieval open field system.  Mid-19th century mapping depicts small linear enclosed fields 

with serpentine shaped boundaries.  Idle Moor to the west probably acted as village common 

lands.   

The listed buildings present in the settlement are more representative of the village’s early 

Industrial period development than any early development.   The earliest listed building 

reference is a 17th century house but this was rebuilt in 1801.  The rest comprise many 

cottages and houses of late 18th to early 19th century date, mid-19th century villas, an 1836 

Wesleyan Chapel, a warehouse/office block of 1860 and the 1868 Mechanics’ Institute.  The 

early house demonstrates at least some post medieval period occupation of Eccleshill. The 

rest describe development of the Industrial period.  Any early historic character has been 

lost.  The only listed building in the north of the area is chapel of 1800.  This area contained 

many buildings in c.1850.  The historic character of this area was destroyed during the 20th
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century urban development. 

Figure 206. Eccleshill. OS 1st Edition map, c.1850 (not to scale). © and database right 
Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence 

numbers 000394 and TP0024 

Figure 207. Zone map of Eccleshill’s historic core (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

A number of industries were presented on mid-19th century OS mapping.  These included 

Old Mill and Union Mill in rural areas to the south of the village (HLC_PK 25666 and 21765).  

In fields to the west was the Manor Pottery (HLC_PK 21759). A corn mill was present off 

Stoney Lane to the west. There were two large quarries, one a kilometre to the northwest 

and one on Stoney Lane (HLC_PK 22161 and 24645).  

By the late 19th century, Eccleshill had gained additional mills, quarries and a railway station. 

Tunwell Mills (worsted. HLC_PK 22885) was the largest.  This was situated to the immediate 

south of the village.  Two smaller worsted mill were present on Stoney Lane. Manor 

Potteries was also extant at this time.  The works had expanded by the late 19th century 

mapping now showing clay pits and an air shaft.   The railway station opened in 1875 and 

closed in 1964 (HLC_PK 23603).  The station had a fairly large goods yard. The village also 

gained a few terraced houses but all fell short of the large scale grid iron development 

present in Bradford Vale to the west.  

There are now a few modest scaled zones of workers’ housing surrounding Eccles Hill many 

were from the late 19th or early 20th century.  The largest is to the north of the area around 

Mount Avenue (HLC_PK 22044).  Another zone is present to the east in the Hall Road area 

(HLC_PK 25670). The rest are smaller in scale and occur as piecemeal development 

throughout.  The historic core became redeveloped probably partly as a commercial core.  

The town also included one or two institutes including chapels and a Mechanics’ Institute  
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Figure 208. Zone map of Eccleshill’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Eccleshill was originally a rural village.  It is now connected to Bradford by continuous urban 

development.  The Eccleshill area has become a large residential conurbation. It forms a 

clear zone, almost in a concentric ring around the Eccleshill hilltop.  There are several large 

zones of 1930s semi-detached houses in a geometric street arrangement. (HLC_PK 21954,

21760, 21746, 21825, etc.). The post-war period Eccleshill was also part of a grand scheme 

of redevelopment.  There are equally large estates of predominantly semi-detached houses 

on all sides of the village (HLC_PK 21919, 24620, etc.).  With the houses came schools, 

shop parades and playing fields. Post 1990 development is also prevalent.  This is smaller in 

scale tending to redevelop earlier sites or fill in the corners.  

Amongst the houses is the occasional medium scale industrial or commercial development. 

The Bradford Road Retail Park was built in the 1980s seven hundred meters to the northeast 

of Eccleshill on the site of the 1920s Jowett Car Factory (HLC_PK 21917). Closer to the 

Eccleshill core is the recently built Stewart Close Industrial Estate and the Victoria Industrial 

Estate (HLC_PK 24636 and 25667).  Some industrial buildings survive.  Tunwell Mills 

survives but has been subject to residential conversion.  Old Mill is partly extant but as also 

been redeveloped and is now in multiple occupancy. The railway station is now a housing 

estate. 
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The northern part of historic Eccleshill has been removed and replaced with modern 

development with only an occasional terraced row or a pub surviving.  The character is now 

residential and 20th century.   It must be remembered that this part of Victoria Lane was once 

lined with potentially ancient buildings.  It isn’t until the junction of Stoney Lane the Industrial 

Period historic character becomes obvious. Stoney Lane is largely untouched and contains 

terraced cottages, shops and small institutes.  There is a mix of vernacular and Victorian 

architectural styles. All are small scale and domestic. One or two of the houses display the 

rows of mullioned windows characteristic of weavers’ cottages. The zones of later terraced 

houses also appear well preserved in this area. The southern extension of Victoria Road 

demonstrates partial survival or Industrial Period character. The character is more eroded 

here by small scale 20th century redevelopment.  
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Figure 209. Zone map of Eccleshill’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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The Rural Hinterland 

 Eccleshill today is far removed from its rural origins.  Field patterns are mostly lost amongst 

current housing estates.  There is occasional survival of earlier boundaries, such as the 

linear arrangement of crofts running perpendicular to lower Victoria Street.  The original 

layout of lanes around the village and the shape of the village high street is partly preserved.   

Before 20th century development, the strip fields surrounding Eccleshill gave way to the west 

to Idle Moor.  This had been totally enclosed by c.1850 with a small fields with semi-regular 

boundaries and clear intakes, some may have been of pre-parliamentary date.  A few farms 

and folds now stand in isolation amongst later development.  Hodgson’s Fold 1.4km to the 

south west of Eccles Hill contains buildings of 17th century date (HLC_PK 21956). This now 

has a housing estate to the south and a school to the north. Ivy Hall in the same area but 

slightly closer to Eccleshill is also 17th century and is also surrounded by housing estates 

and a school.  There are a few rare serving examples of pre-industrial rural housing from the 

Eccles hinterland but these are all now out of their original context. 

The nearest surviving ancient enclosed land is 1.3 km to the east of Eccleshill on the far side 

of the Carr Beck Valley in the Leeds District. A small patch of a few fields survives 900m to 

the south at Fagley.  
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4.2.10 Esholt Hall 
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Figure 201. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Esholt 

Hall locality 



512

Overview

The Esholt Hall area was chosen as a subject for an historic settlement description not 

because it represents a significant historic town or village, rather it provides an example of 

rural landscape evolution and the Historic Parkland and Prestigious Houses zone.   

The Esholt Hall sits in a valley bottom location on the banks of the River Aire 7.5km north of 

the Bradford City Centre in the Township of Esholt (65 AOD. OS ref 419002 439659).  The 

hall sits at the head of a small valley located to the north of the hall down which flows 

Guiseley Beck.  The land rises to the north to meet Hollins Hill and Sodhall Hill near the town 

of Guiseley.  To the south and west of the hall is the River Aire which passes through a 

steep sided narrow valley at this point.  The valley forms a loop around the hillside below Idle 

Moor to the south.  Historically the settlement of Esholt consists of Esholt Hall with historic 

parkland and the village of Upper Esholt, 900m to the north east of the hall. Esholt sits of a 

solid geology of the Millstone Grit Group of rocks which enters into Pennine Lower Coal 

Measures to the north east.  

Historic core 

Esholt Hall was built in in 1706-07 as a double pile house in the Renaissance style.  The hall 

is set in a large area of former private parkland which also contained a range of estate 

buildings includes a grange farm, cottages, barn and various other agricultural and estate 

sheds and workshops (HLC_PK 22035).  The hall was built on the site of the Medieval 

Esholt Nunnery.  Fabric from the nunnery is incorporated into 18th century hall. The estate 

also includes an 18th century folly in the form of a mill which is on the site of the medieval 

fulling mill associated with the priory.  There is also a farm and barn of 17th century date in 

this area 

Documentary evidence suggests that the nunnery was founded in the 12th century date (City 

of Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 2002). The nunnery was dedicated to St Mary and 

St Leonard and continued in use until the dissolution of the monasteries in 1540.  After this 

time the estate was granted to the Thompson Family which eventually passed, through 

marriage, into the hands of Sir Walter Calverley who built the current hall.  It is fair to 

suggest that the historic parkland which surrounds the hall represents the immediate 

holdings of the nunnery and as such may be classed as ancient parkland.  The hall and 

manor were sold in 1775 to Robert Stansfield and subsequently o the Bradford Corporation 

in 1906.  The grounds were then utilised as sewage treatment works and the hall converted 

to offices currently occupied by Yorkshire Water. 
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Esholt village is situated 900m to the north of the hall which originated as a medieval hamlet 

of possible 14th century date (HLC_PK 22617).  Esholt Old Hall is the oldest building in the 

village and probably replaced a 15th century aisled hall which was modified in the 16th

century.  The hall stands within the moat of the earlier manorial hall. Documentary evidence 

suggests that in 1567, Richard Sherbourne, the owner of Esholt Old Hall established and 

ironworks in Esholt Wood.  His estate also included a fulling mill and corn mill.  The earliest 

part of Esholt was probably in the vicinity of the moated manor.  

Esholt is a small village situated largely on Main Street and Church Lane.  The village 

contains a number of listed buildings. They comprise four houses of potentially 17th century 

date, an 18th century farm building, and the church of St Paul built in 1840-42. 

Figure 211. Zone map of the Esholt Hall locality historic settlement (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

Mid-19th century mapping depicts a number of industrial sites in the Esholt area.  The village 

had Upper Esholt Mill (worsted) and a tannery.  To the north of the village on Guiseley Beck 

were, from north to south: Upper Mill, Guiseley Low Mill and Waterloo Mill (all scribbling or 

fulling mills. HLC_PK 12381 & 44974).  Esholt Mill (scribbling & fulling) was situated on the 

River Aire 400m to the south west of the village.  Hawksworth Gill which enters the Aire 

850m west of the village was the location of an industrial zone comprising of three mills: 

Tong Park Mill (spinning and carding), Clifton Mill (scribbling and carding) and Esholt Mill 

(“chord”) (HLC_PK22323 & 22324). The village was likely to have been involved in the 

woollen and worsted industries in the later 18th and 19th century, although native industries 

such as blacksmithing and quarrying were also likely.  The decline of the textile industry 

probably began in the later 19th century.  Upper Esholt Mill in the village, Clifton Mill and the 

Upper Esholt Mill on the River Aire were all described as disused on late 19th century 

mapping, as were Upper Mill, Waterloo Mill in the Guiseley Beck valley.  The village escaped 

the excessive urban development of the Industrial Period, although a few improvements 

were made during this time, including the new Church of St Peter, a school and a Wesleyan 

chapel.  Esholt Railway Station opened in 1876 on the Shipley and Guiseley Railway. Apart 

from a new road, the impact of the railway on the village was minimal.  Esholt retained its 

rural character. 

Figure 212. Zone map of the Esholt Hall locality later Industrial Period development (not to 

scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

Guiseley Low Mill may demonstrate fragmentary survival (HLC_PK 12381).  None of the 

other mills, nor the tannery survive to present.  Some were demolished in the 19th century 

and others in the 20th century.  Hawksworth Gill is now a zone of modern industry. 

The greatest change in the Esholt area was the construction of the Esholt Waste Treatment 

Works located within the former parkland of Esholt Hall (HLC_PK 22038).  The estate was 

sold to the Corporation in 1906. Construction of the works began in 1910.  This is Yorkshire 

Water’s second largest waste water treatment plant.  Although the waterworks is a large 

scale and landscape dominating feature, it does preserve in part the earlier park boundaries.  

The hall survives as offices and a training centre (HLC_PK 22035). 

The village is relatively unchanged and retains an 18th-19th century rural character.  The 

moated site earthworks are a prominent feature in paddocks to the west of Church Lane.  A 

row of semi-detached houses was built in Station Road to the north of the railway station (no 

separate HLC record).  Hollins Hall Hotel, Country Club and Golf Course was established in 

the 1990s incorporating and earlier villa (HLC_PK 20830 &20819).  The nearest 20th century 

large scale urban development is a post-war housing estate, Tranmere Park, situated 1.5km 

to the north of the village on the outskirts of Guiseley (HLC_PK 12112). The urban 

conurbation of Baildon is also present at a similar distance to the west.  

Rural hinterland 

The land to the north of Esholt village had a long and slightly sinuous appearance on mid-

19th suggestive of enclosed medieval strip fields.  The settlement association are unclear.  

The land to the south became the level valley floor meadows of the Aire. There has been 

some filed agglomeration in this area.  The golf course has caused the most damage, the 

fairways systematically removing historic boundaries.  There is fragmentary survival of 

Esholt Hall Park, particularly on land closer to the hall.  The sewage works now occupies 

over three quarters of the area of the former parkland.  The park has a long avenue which 

survives to the south-east of the hall.  The woods on the side of Guiseley Beck to the north 

of the hall are also extant though are now cut through by the Otley railway. 

The Aire valley to the north of Esholt village contains several farms, some of ancient origins.  

Hollins Hall Farm 800m to the north is probably of 17th century origins (HLC_PK 12266).  

Manor Farm further east was built around 1700 (HLC_PK 12332).  Ghyll Fold Farm 1.6km to 

the east contains a late 17th century house and barn (HLC_PK 38073).  
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4.2.11 Girlington 
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Figure 213. 

Zone study area 

map of the 

Girlington

locality 
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Overview

Girlington is an Industrial Period suburb of Bradford. It is in the Township of Manningham, 

2km north east of the Bradford City centre (180 AOD. OS ref 414115, 434,111).  The 

settlement consists of a large zone of later industrial period workers’ housing which merges 

with the terraced houses of Manningham to the east. There is an industrial zone in the valley 

bottom to the south. To the west is an outer zone of 20th century housing estates.  Girlington 

is situated on the southward facing slope of Chellow Heights and Heaton Moor with the land 

dropping southwards towards Bradford Beck. The sub-surface geology is of Pennine Lower 

Coal Measures. 

Historic core 

Girlington had no large scale pre-1850 settlement.  There were a number of isolated farms, 

cottages and villas.  There were also four folds of cottages: Daisy Hill to the north, 

Springfield Place to the east, Four Lane Ends on Thornton Road and Lady Royds on West 

Park Road in the southern part of the area (HLC_PK 27463, 25303, 15845, 25206 & 27063).  

Lady Royds and Daisy Hill had a village school.  Four Lane Ends could be considered the 

largest historic settlement core in Girlington.  It is a ribbon development situated on Thornton 

Road, a turnpike dating to 1836.  The name Girlington probably derives from a pre-1850 

house or farm of that name formerly present around 600m to the north east of Four Lane 

Ends.

The area was firmly rural into the mid-19th century.  The urban sprawl of Bradford was still 

around a kilometre and a half away at this time.  The surrounding land was agricultural, the 

long narrow form possibly representing enclosed strip fields.   

Some houses in the area had ancient origins. Shuttleworth Hall was situated around half a 

kilometre west of Four Lane Ends.  The hall dated from the first half of the 16th century and 

was the home of the Sunderland family who were engaged in trade in London (HLC_PK 

38348).  The hall was demolished in the 20th century. Crossley Hall is around 800m to the 

south west of Four Lane Ends.  This house was built in 1688 (HC_PK 26650).  

The listed buildings in the Girlington area include a corn mill on Bradford Beck (see below), a 

few late 18th to early 19th century cottages and buildings associated with Crosley Hall.  

Girlington in the mid-19th century had some industry.  Sam’s Mill was a water-powered corn 

mill situated on Bradford Beck; one of a series of small water-powered mills historically 

situated along the valley.  The mill may have had early origins, from at least the 17th century 

(HLC_PK 23894). 300m north of Four Land Ends was the Four Lane Ends Colliery. The 

fields surrounding the colliery had many coal pits and at least one coke oven. Place name 
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evidence of Brick Lane depicted to the east of Four Lane ends in c.1850 also suggests brick 

making in the vicinity.  

Figure 214. Zone map in Girlington’s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

By the late 19th century Girlington had become industrial suburb of Bradford. Large grid iron 

developments of both through and back-to-back terraced houses were constructed to the 

north and south of Thornton Road (HLC_PK 24997, 15846 & 15873 represent the three 

largest grid-iron developments).  Further terraces were added in the early 20th century.  

Schools, chapels and other institutes were also constructed at this time. A commercial core 

developed along Thornton Road.  A second commercial core also developed to the north 

along Duckworth Lane and Lilycroft Road.  The area gained had two cricket grounds and 

several allotment gardens.  The tram-way from Bradford to Allerton passed along Thornton 

Road.  The junction of Four Lane Ends represented the end of the zone of 19th century 

development.  

The area around Daisy Hill and Lilycroft Road developed as a large villa suburb with a mix of 

pre and post 1850 high status houses. Three large villa parks dominated this area: Lady 

Royd Hall, Field House and Woodlands, all of mid-19th century date (HLC_PK 25020, 25021 

& 25008).
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An industrial zone developed to the south of Thornton Road with several mills and 

engineering works. Examples of the largest works included (from west to east): Crossley Hall 

Dye Works, Sydney Works (wool combing), Sam’s Mill (corn), Cumberland Works (wool 

combing), Young Street Mill (worsted), Girlington Dye Works, Ingleby Dye Works, Brown 

Royd Dye Works, an Iron and Brass Foundry on Rosse Street, Brown Royd Machine Works, 

Low Royd Dye Works, Alston Works (combing mill) and the Lingfield Dye Works (HLC_PK 

25180, 25174, 23894, 25172, 15850, 17430, 15875, 15874, 15911, 15911, 15885 & 15862).  

The industrial zone continued to the west towards Bradford with many more industrial works. 

The Alston Works represented the largest mill during the late 19th century occupying 15 

acres and employing 1000 people in 1885. Two other notable features were the Brown Royd 

Bradford Corporation Water Works reservoir and the City Road Goods Station (HLC_PK 

15875 & 15863).

Figure 215. Zone map of Girlington’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

One of the most significant 20th early century additions to the area was the construction of 

the Bradford Royal Infirmary in 1936.  This is a large scale hospital complex built in the 

grounds of Field House (HLC_PK 25021).  The area around the hospital still retains its villa-

park character but this has become fragmented by later development.  One or two houses 

survive in this area but the private parks and gardens have been subject to infill 

development. Lady Royd is extant and is now in use as the Bradford Girl’s Grammar School, 

the park perimeters survive but have become filled with school buildings.  Many villas of the 

Lilycroft Road area also survive but have become subsumed by 20th century development.  

Figure 217. Back-to-back terraced 

houses in the Girlington Fairbank 

Road area, 2015 

The terraces to the north of 

Thornton Road demonstrate good 

cohesion of 19th century Industrial 

Period character, with further 

terraces added during the early 20th

century.  The historic character has 

been eroded by insensitive re-

fenestration and flat roofed 

extensions. Those to the south of 

Thornton Road have almost entirely 

been demolished, partly to make 

way for a 20th century 

industrial/commercial zones. Just 

two terraced rows survive standing 

in isolation amongst an area of 

semi-derelict land.   

Of the industrial works mentioned above, only Sam’s Mill and the Crossley Hall Dye Works 

survive.  The rest of the works have been demolished to make way for modern industrial 

works, food factories and retail parks, all covering larges areas of land in steel pre-fabricated 
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sheds which form a clear zone.  The Seabrook Crisps factory now occupies the site of the 

corporation reservoir.  Sam’s Mill has been converted to a family home. 

There is still a Victorian commercial core along Thornton Road, particularly on the northern 

side which is still lined with shops and pubs. Shops fronts have undergone piecemeal 

fronting which has eroded the historic character.  Thornton Road is now an arterial route, 

road-widening and the volume of traffic has also impacted on the setting of the shops.  There 

is evidence of also earlier development in this area.  The character of the buildings becomes 

more vernacular near the junction of Four Lane Ends with surviving early 19th century 

terraced cottages which formed part of the original Four Lane ends settlement.   Duckworth 

Lane also retains a Victorian and commercial character.  

Interwar and post-war housing form large zones to the west and north of Girlington.  These 

were largely built on previously undeveloped land. For example, the Lingwood Avenue 

estate was built in the 1930s and consists of semi-detached house (HLC_PK 25013). 

Further west, the housing gives way to the large scale post-war social housing estates of 

Allerton and to the north to the Interwar semi-detached house suburbs in the Chellow 

Heights area.  With 20th century housing developments also came facilities such as schools 

and playing fields. 

Parts of the surviving grid-iron developments of terraced houses have also undergone 

redevelopment in the 20th century, though this has tended to occur on a block-by-block basis 

thus preserving the grid-iron layout.
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Figure 217. View of Lidget green and Girlington from Beckside Road. 2016. Later Industrial 

Period terraced houses
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Figure 218. Zone map in Girlington’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland

The fields in the northern part of the area in the mid-19th century were long and narrow in 

form and probably represented a large area of enclosed strip fields associated with medieval 

Bradford and Manningham.  Further south towards Bradford Beck the fields became more 

irregular suggesting piecemeal enclosure or valley floor meadows.  This area is now entirely 

under development.  There is partial preservation of the earlier pattern within the 

arrangement of terraced houses north of Thornton Road which have a strong north south 

axis.  Fields here may have been sold and developed on a plot-by-plot basis thus preserving 

earlier alignments.   

A few of the houses depicted on mid-19th century survive subsumed by later development 

particularly in the Daisy Hill area. They are predominantly vernacular cottages, but the group 

on Crow Tree Lane contain a contemporary barn (HLC_PK 25157).  Vernacular cottages 

also survive on Duckworth Lane.  Lady Royd and Four Lane Ends both retain cottages from 

the early 19th century. Crossley Hall survives amongst a fold of vernacular cottages and later 

semi-detached houses. 
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4.2.12 Great Horton
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Figure 219. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Great 

Horton locality
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Overview

Great Horton is a suburb of Bradford situated 2km to the south east of the city centre. Great 

Horton is one of three historic settlement cores in this district which includes the name 

Horton. Little Horton and Little Horton Green are smaller settlements present around 1km to 

the east.  Little Horton is the subject of a separate description.  All three villages/hamlets 

were present on mid-19th century as distinct rural settlement situated in an area of 

agricultural land.  They became subsumed by the urban spread of Bradford in the 19th and 

20th century.  Great Horton was the largest settlement.  It is located in the Township of 

Horton (AOD 200. OS ref: 414,370 431,708).  Great Horton is situated on land which gently 

slopes down to the north east towards the Bradford vale.  The slope rise more steeply to the 

south west towards Horton Bank and drops off to the north towards Horton Beck.   Originally 

rural in character, the surrounding landscape is fully urban with industrial period settlement 

and 20th century suburbs. Horton sits above a solid geology of Carboniferous Pennine Lower 

Coal Measures. 

Historic core 

The historic settlement core of Great Horton is easily discernible on historic mapping.  It 

consisted of a village core around the junction of Great Horton Road and Southfield Lane 

(formerly High Street and South Gate) and Town End (HLC_PK 27379).  The original focus 

of the village had changed by the 19th century because of the construction of the Leeds and 

Halifax Trust Turnpike of 1740 which cut through the more organic village arrangement of 

earlier lanes (City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 2006).   It is possible that there 

was more than one focus of the original village, the area around the junction of Southfield 

Lane being the earliest and the former High Street more typical of later planned medieval 

settlement.   200m to the south east was a lesser settlement of Low Green.  This may have 

been part of the original medieval village, though the character was more one of an early 

industrial fold.  The surrounding field boundaries had a long and sinuous appearance 

suggestive of enclosed strip fields.  This is probably sufficient evidence to point to a 

medieval settlement here.  One of the earliest place name references to Horton is from 

1150. It is recorded several times in the latter medieval period (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part III. 

p.245). It was probably a village of local importance engaged in a rural economy until the 

early post medieval period when cloth manufactory became more economically significant.  

The construction of the turnpike improved communications and encouraged further trade. By 

the 18th century Horton had a large number of small scale clothiers who built houses, 

cottages and workshops.    
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The village holds several listed buildings which reflect the town’s post medieval 

development.  They include three 17th century farm or Yeomans’ houses, a row of 17th

century cottages, a substantial hall built in 1746, many rows of 18th to early 19th century 

weavers’ cottages, contemporary houses, and single storey cottages of similar date which 

may have associations with the extraction industry, three 18th to early 19th century pubs, 19th

century mills, 19th century churches and chapels.  Also of specific historic interest was The 

Old Corn Mill situated to the north of the village on Horton Beck which was established by at 

least 1311 (HLC_PK 25607). 

Low Green also has listed buildings which are predominantly 18th and early 19th century 

cottages. 

Figure 220. Zone map of Great Horton’s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

Late 19th century mapping depicts much evidence of mechanised industry.  There were two 

corn mills to the north of the area.  The surrounding fields demonstrated coal mines and 

around the village were at least five worsted mills.  In the forty years between the first edition 

6 ” OS map of c.1850 and the OS first edition 25” of c.1894 Great Horton had undergone a 

transformation. Several large scale mills were present by this time, these included Cannon 

Mills, Cross Lane Mills, Harris Court Mill, Lane Close Mill and Cragg Dye Works (HLC_PK 
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15757, 15804, 27382, 23642 and 23712).  The largest to the west of the village was Cliff Mill 

built in in the early 19th century (HLC_PK 23636).  They were either expanded early 19th

century mills or mills of late 19th century construction.  Horton specialised in worsted 

manufacture.  To the north of the settlement was Old Mill (corn) and the Beck Side Mill and 

Dye Works, originally a corn mill converted to a worsted mill in the late 19th century (HLC_PK 

25607 and 25609).  Quarrying was also of local importance with quarries to the south on 

Horton Bank.

Great Horton Railway Station opened to the north of the village on the Bradford to Thornton 

line as a joint venture between the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway and the Great Northern 

Railway between 1876 and 1878.  The station had an area of sidings and a goods shed.  

The village acquired grid iron terraced house developments during the latter half of the 19th

century and into the early 20th century. These form a zone around the village core and occur 

as linear development along Great Horton Road.  The largest include houses to the south of 

the villa around Ewart Street and to the north and west around Wheater Road, Ivanhoe 

Road, Noble Street, Crossley Street and Cambridge Street.  Several institutes including 

schools and churches were also constructed at this time (e.g. St Oswald's C of E Primary 

School built in 1886. HLC_PK 23842).  Great Horton Road further developed as a 

commercial core with shops, pubs and other commercial buildings.  A 19th century institute of 

particular interest is the Nutter Orphanage founded to the west of Great Horton between 

1894 and 1908.  The grounds later became a public park.  The outer edges of Great Horton 

gained a few villas with small private parks such as Bracken Hill 500m to the west of the 

village built in the mid to late 19th century. The house is lost but the grounds became a park 

in the mid-20th century (HLC_PK 23618). 

Land for the purpose of providing a public park was purchased by Bradford Council in 1873. 

Horton Park was opened on 25th May 1878.  This is a 13 hectare park to the west of Great 

Horton Village which still retains many 19th century features (HLC_PK 15726). A second 

planned oriental landscape was Scholemoor Cemetery which opened to the north of the 

village in 1860 (HLC_PK 23835).  Great Horton developed into a small self-contained 

industrial suburb during the 19th century.  Although it was connected to Bradford by an 

almost continuous development along Great Horton Road its peripheries were still rural. 

.
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Figure 221. Zone map of Great Horton’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Great Horton is now wholly part of Bradford with development on every side.  The outer 

south western side of Great Horton has large developments of both Interwar and post-war 

houses with smaller scale post 1990 development occurring frequently as redeveloped sites 

(some of the larger estates include; settlements HLC_PK 23658, 25591, 23713 and 23719).    

There are several estates consisting largely of semi-detached houses.  The Cliff Mill site was 

redeveloped in 2000 with a housing estate (HLC_PK 23636).  On the Bradford side of Great 

Horton, 20th century development is smaller scale and piecemeal.   



532

A modest sized industrial zone developed to the north of Great Horton during the 20th

century with industrial works and commercial premises in the Beck Side Mill area.  This was 

piecemeal with different decades represented.  Beck Side Mill survives.  The site of the 

railway station was redeveloped in the 1970s and early 80s with the Shires Business Park 

(HLC_PK 15766).  Canon Mill also survives in good condition and is now in use as a Sunday 

market.

Figure 222. Canon Mill Market. 2015 

The zone of industrial housing surrounding Great Horton survives in good cohesion this may 

partly be due to the area becoming occupied by immigrants from the 1950s who maintained 

the properties and reused the shops and institutes.  Great Horton Road is a busy road with a 

lively community.  There is a good retention of the historic buildings which remain in use with 

a strong preservation of the industrial character.  Vernacular cottages survive along with 

Victorian shops, houses and institutes. New development along Great Horton Road has 

been small scale and piecemeal.  This core runs from Bradford to the far side of Great 

Horton for over a kilometre.  The largest addition is the Great Horton Tesco supermarket 

built during the mid-2000s, on the site of a former mill to the immediate north of the village 

core (HLC_PK 25606).  The pre-1775 early historic character is also evident through the 
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preservation of houses from that period. Yard developments of early industrial housing and a 

few industrial buildings are also preserved (e.g. Harris Court Mill. HLC_PK 27382).  



534

Figure 223. Zone map of Great Horton’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland

The 19th century landscape was one of village fields and farms. The village was surrounded 

by a large array of enclosed medieval strip fields. These only demonstrate fragmentary 

survival as one or two boundaries in the modern urban landscape.  Historic ribbon 

development occurred both on Great Horton Road and Southfield Lane, with both farms and 

cottages.  Great Horton Road becomes more rural as it is travelled west with good 

preservation of historic buildings.  For example, historic linear development survive amongst 

later development at Horton Bottom Bank (though the farm has been lost), Horton Bank, 

Smithy Fold and Clayton Heights (HLC_PK 25598, 24002, 23799). Several farms now stand 

in isolation amongst later development such as the 18th century fold with 19th century laithe 

farm at Hill End to the west of the village (HLC_PK 26450). Paradise Farm House is 18th

century and is present to the north of the Great Horton. The setting in this area is now 

entirely urban.
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4.2.13 Harden
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Figure 224. 

Zone study area 

map of the 

Harden locality 
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Overview

Harden is a rural settlement situated 9.5km to the north west of the Bradford City centre in 

the Township of Bingley (150m AOD. OS ref 408559, 438330).  It is situated on steep slopes 

on the northern side of the Harden Beck Valley which flows eastwards from west to east 

which emerges from a steep sided clough to the west.  Deep Hole Clough is a small north-

south valley which cuts through the centre of the village.  The fields surrounding the village 

are small and irregular suggesting historic piecemeal enclosure or assarting.  The land rises 

to the north to Harden Moor common. To the south of Harden Beck is a steep sided wooded 

bank (Ruin Bank Wood and Crag Wood).  Further south above the Crag Wood is the table 

land of Wilsden Bent with surveyed enclosed fields through which drains Wilsden Beck.  

Harden sits on a solid geology of the Mill Stone Grit Group of Rocks.  

Figures 225. View of Harden from the hamlet of Ryecroft. 2016 

Historic core 

Harden was a small village in the mid-19th century clustered around the junctions Harden 

Road, Long Lane, Wilsden Road and Keighley Road which formed an irregular cross roads.  

A small fold which formed an extension of the village was present off Keighley Road to the 

north (HLC_PK 18217).  A small fold was also present 500m to the south where a bridge 

crossed Harden Beck.  This was also the location of the 17th century Harden Hall (HLC_PK 
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29659).  There is nothing to indicate there was a village here before the early industrial 

period. Harden is mentioned in documents from 1181-84 and several other times during the 

later medieval period (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part IV. p.164). The settlement pattern may have 

previously been a manor formed from scattered farms and hamlets.  No ancient church was 

noted here. There are vague hints in the landscape of former medieval open fields to the 

south of Long Lane, though this is speculation and may also have associations with the 

hamlet of Ryecroft with a confirmed medieval date.  16th century records mention a monastic 

grange here.  This has been tentatively identified at St Ives 1km to the north east of the 

village crossroads (HLC_PK 25936).  The monastic interest included timber and mineral 

extraction. Other medieval records refer to pannage and assarting, suggesting a wooded 

landscape until fairly late into the medieval period (Michelmore, D.J.H. 1981. Page 326).  

The village core has a few listed buildings which comprise a row of cottages with 1700 

origins in the fold to the north and two mid-19th century chapels on Wilsden Road.  Harden 

Hall to the south is also listed. It is a high status hall built in the early to mid-17th century. 

There is no indication from the Historic England listed building description that the hall had 

an earlier predecessor. However, the boundaries around the hall are indicative of either a 

large assart or a park of ancient origins. The fold adjacent to the bridge contains the Malt 

Shovel Inn, a former hall-house (or possibly an inn) of mid to late 17th century date (HLC_PK 

29678).

Although the village around the cross roads represents the greatest concentration of 

settlement, its character appears Industrial Period.  All the truly ancient buildings are in the 

rural hinterland.  It could be that the focus of the village has shifted, possibly as from further 

down the valley around Harden Hall where there is a nucleation of houses on both sides of 

Harden Beck.  Some fall within the Township of Wilsden but lie 1km outside the village core 

however.  The presence of a former endowed school of c.1680 (HLC_PK 37844) supports 

the hypothesis that the area near the Wilsden Beck Bridge represented the greater part of 

the Harden settlement prior to the industrial period.  Harden’s rural hinterland has many high 

status Yeomans’ houses which indicate a construction boom in the early post medieval 

period as a result of domestic textile production. 
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Figure 226. Zone map of Harden’s pre- to early Industrial Period settlement (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

Mid-19th century OS Mapping outlines a number of industrial concerns in and around 

Harden. The presence of Yeomans’ houses indicate a developed early textile industry. 

Domestic textile production was likely in the folds and cottages both in the village and the 

surrounding countryside. Weavers’ cottages with long rows of mullioned windows are 

evident.  Quarries are numerous particularly on former common moorland to the north of the 

village. Medieval extraction is mentioned above. The village centre held Harden Mill by this 

time (HLC_PK 25982). A second mill, Low Mill (later Harden Beck Mill. HLC_PK 41210) was 

present near Harden Beck Bridge to the south.  Both produced worsted cloth.  The beck 

which flowed through Deep Hole Clough held Cock Croft Mill and Old Mill downstream to the 

east of the village (HLC_PK 26004 and 25995).  Development remained fairly static into the 

latter half of the 19th century with perhaps some expansion of the mills and the construction 

of a few terraced rows particular to the north.  Harden largely escaped the industrialisation 

prevalent in other Bradford industrial towns. If anything the area became more gentrified 

during this time with the development of villa-park estates to the east such as St Ives.  
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Harden remained a small village with a few rows of late 18th to 19th century cottages, one or 

two villas and small institutes. The area around the cross roads formed a small commercial 

core.

Figure 227. Zone map of Harden’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Harden developed a small zone of 20th century housing. There was some Interwar 

development with three cul-de-sacs being built around the village core and a slightly larger 

estate off the Wilsden Old Road (HLC_PK 26002, 26001, 25980).  St Ives Grove was built 

outside the village boundaries on Harden Road at the same time (HLC_PK 25866).   Larger 

estates were constructed in the post-war period, one off Wilsden Old Road and the other to 

the west of the village cross roads off Long Lane (HLC_PK 25964 and 25969).  Harden Mills 

was demolished and replaced by houses shortly after 1990, though the pond survives in the 

adjacent area.  Apart from piecemeal and small scale additions, that is largely all the 20th

century residential development.   A cricket ground was established on Harden Road to the 

east of the village in 1935 and the park associated with the St Ives Estate was sold to the 

Bingley Urban District Council in 1918 to become a country park and golf course.  
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The village core along Long Lane and Harden Lane demonstrates good survive from the 19th

century.  The village mill has been lost but many institutes, cottages and terraces generally 

survives with a mix of vernacular and Victorian features.  Modern redevelopment is small 

scale and piecemeal. The fold at Harden Beck Bridge also retains its vernacular historic 

character. Harden Bridge Mills survives reused as a printing works.  

Figure 228. Zone map of Harden’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development 
(not to scale)

Rural hinterland
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The land upon Harden sits is on the northern slopes of the Harden Beck Valley. This is long 

area of agricultural land, mainly pasture, which runs along the valley side in an east-west 

direction.  The fields are irregular and small indicating piecemeal enclosure or globular 

suggesting assarting.  The slope falls away to a steep sided valley which remains wooded.  

It rises to the north to Harden Moor. Both wood and moor were exploited for timber and 

extraction in historic times.   Many of the historic records refer to woodland exploitation or 

assarting suggesting a greater woodland coverage in the distant past. This is ancient 

farmland apart from around the moorland edge which was subject to intake enclosure 

probably in the 18th and 19th century.  The western side of Harden demonstrates good 

preservation of the historic agricultural landscape with small irregular fields.  Here are 

historic farms and folds. Ryecroft 900m to the east of Harden is a fold with at least two 17th

century houses and a late 18th century chapel and cottages.  This originated as a hamlet 

from at least the 13th century (HLC_PK 29669).  Unlike Harden, Ryecroft may have had strip 

fields.  Hill House 700m east on Long Lane is a fine Yeomans’ house of mid to late 17th

century date. Ivy House Farm 600m to the south west of Harden is also 17th century.  

The landscape to the east of Harden is largely parked but may have originally been fields 

which were enlarged through agglomeration to create the parks.  Wood Bank is a house 

dated 1635.  This is also the site of Old Mill, a corn mill with possible medieval origins 

(HLC_PK 25995). St Ives House is mid-19th century but has an attached mid-17th century 

house.  Further east is Harden Grange, a high status house also of early to mid-17th century 

date.  Harden Grange and St Ives both have large associated parks, though these were 

probably the result of remodelling and landscaping in the 19th century.   This range of 

Yeomans’ Houses suggest two thing, longevity of settlement and wealth in the early post 

medieval period, probably as a result domestic textile production.  
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4.2.14 Haworth
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Figure 229. 

Zone study 

area map 

of the 

Haworth

locality 



546

Overview

Haworth is a village situated around 14km northwest of the Bradford City centre in the 

Township of Haworth.  Although it is a rural settlement, it could be considered a suburb of 

Keighley.  The oldest part of the village is situated on a spur of land projecting to the north 

east of the unenclosed Haworth Moor (250m AOD. OS ref 402984, 437287).  The spur drops 

off sharply to the north towards the River Worth Valley and to the east towards Bridgehouse 

Beck.  The historic core is situated on a fairly level area, others parts occupy the eastward 

facing slopes in an area of enclosed agricultural land (mainly pastoral).  Haworth sits on a 

solid geology of the Mill Stone Grit Group of rocks.  

Historic core 

Haworth provides evidence of medieval origins.  “Hauewrth” was recorded in 1209 and is 

mentioned several times later in the later medieval period (Smith. A.H. 1961. Part III. p.261). 

The earliest chapel in Haworth was founded in the 14th century as a chapel of ease.   Mid-

19th century OS mapping depicts narrow fields with long serpentine boundaries running 

perpendicular to the village’s main streets.  These were probably enclosed strip fields or 

crofts and are further indication of a village settlement here in the Middle Ages. 

The main focus of the modern historic core of Haworth is Main Street, a steep street with a 

north-south axis lined with cottages and gift shops.  Although clearly of ancient origins, Main 

Street may only have represented a southern extension of the oldest part of Haworth.  North 

Street, Change Gate and West Lane form a triangular arrangement around a former 

probable green at the higher northern end of Main Street (HLC_PK 1503).  Here the streets 

have a more organic feel and the settlement is denser. The village then extended westward 

along West Lane were enclosed strip allotments clearly respected this route.  Main Street 

continued south away from the village core.  At the southern end of Main Street is the 17th

century Haworth Old Hall (HLC_PK 1577).  Main Street continued south on to Sun Street 

entering a fold of industrial period houses. 

Haworth contains many listed buildings which reflect the town’s development at least from 

the early post medieval period.  Old Hall is grade II listed.  Most listed buildings are houses, 

cottages, and shops of mid-18th to mid-19th century date, particularly on Main Street. These 

include the famous Bronte Parsonage of 1779.  The listed buildings also includes St. 

James’s Church of mid-19th century date. Part of the church includes the base of a 16th

century tower. This probably marks the site of the medieval church.  North Street holds a 

large house of 17th century date.  Fragmentary 17th century remains are also present in this 

area.  Often the listed building descriptions are based on superficial evidence and it is likely 

that post medieval or even medieval fabric lies hidden. The early industrial period character 
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is prevalent which demonstrates a redevelopment of Haworth during the period of domestic 

textile production.  With the exception of Old Hall, the village’s oldest listed buildings are 

found in the North Street area 

Figure 230. Zone map of Haworth’s pre- to early Industrial Period settlement (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

By the mid-18th century the character of Haworth was firmly industrial.  The historic core held 

yard developments of workshops, vernacular cottages, and other features associated with 

early Industrial Period settlement.  Main Street was probably developing as a commercial 

core at this time.  The village in its hill top positions was essentially rural.   

Large scale industry had arrived in the vicinity however.  Penistone Hill held large scale 

quarries by this time such as the seven hectare Penistone Quarry (HLC_PK 1111). 

Bridgehouse Beck and the River Worth Valley was developing as a zone of mechanised 

industry. The 1790 Spring Head Mill and the 1791 Mytholme Mill were present to the north 

on the River Worth (HLC_PK 1350 & 1396).  Bridgehouse Beck also held a number of mills 

in the mid-19th century. These comprised the 1785 Bridgehouse Mill which replaced a former 

corn mill, a corn mill on the site of Haworth Station and Ebor Mills of 1818 (HLC_PK 1561, 

1417).  Further north along the valley were Upper Providence Mill, Lower Providence Mill 

and the 1792 Vale Mill (HLC_PK 1380, 1379 and 1413).  The River Worth held several mills 

between Haworth and Keighley.  The mills in this area specialised largely in worsted cloth 

production and were initially water powered.  Textile was relatively large scale and well 

organised in the Haworth vicinity.  To the west of Haworth quarries also expanded and new 

quarries were introduced (HLC_PK 1455). 

Later 19th century mapping describe a change in Haworth’s focus as it developed as an 

industrial town.  The railway station was built in 1867 which encouraged industrial growth 

and the development of Haworth as a commuter town (HLC_PK 1463).  The textile industry 

expanded.  Additional mills were constructed including Ivy Bank Mill off Bridgehouse Lane 

(HLC_PK 1562).  Haworth developed a zone of mid to late 19th century terraced houses to 

the south of Haworth and to the east above Bridgehouse Beck (HLC_PK 1563, 1569 and 

1425).  Station Road and Mill Hey Road developed as a new commercial core.  A few large 

villas with small private parks were added to the far north off Lees Lane at this time.  A 

slightly earlier villa, Woodlands was also present to the south of Haworth (HLC_PK 1567). 

Haworth old town largely escaped the industrial transformation processes of the later 19th

century, changes being only small scale and piecemeal.  Main Street may have become 

more commercialised during this time with cottages converted to shops.   
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Figure 231. Zone map of Haworth’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Haworth Park was introduced in 1927.  Haworth also gained a few small scale housing 

estates during the Interwar period. These include the Belle Isle Road estate near the station 

and the Hebden Road estate on the hillside to the east (HLC_PK 1576 and 1431).  Post-war 

estates were also prevalent.  These were built predominantly on the Keighley side of 

Haworth merging into the estates around the hillside hamlet of Lee to the north which was 

also developing as a suburb at this time.  New development occurred largely on agricultural 

land.  Post 1990 is smaller in scale and piecemeal,  

Haworth Main Street is noted for its preservation of historic character.  The later industrial 

period settlement also demonstrates good historic character cohesion.  Terraces gird-iron 

developments are preserved and the Mill Hey and Station Road roads has a Victorian 

commercial character.   
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Figure 232. Zone map of Haworth’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale) Based upon the DiGMapGB-625 

dataset, with the permission of the British Geological Survey. Reproduced with the permission of the British Geological Survey ©NERC. All 

rights Reserved 
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Rural hinterland 

The fields on the valley side around Haworth are small scale and piecemeal.  The fields 

closest to the village demonstrate medieval strips and/or croft plots. Penistone Hill probably 

functioned as a common in the medieval period.  There are several quarries and coal pits in 

this area.  The moor has a clearly defined boundary.  There are some intake farms but these 

occur mainly to the south of Haworth.  The land around Haworth has an ancient character 

and there is good retention of the boundaries depicted on mid-19th century mapping.  The 

valleys to the north and east contain a number of historic farms tough not many are listed.  

Sowdens Farm 600m to the south west of Haworth has a 17th century date. North Ives Farm 

House 1.2km to the south of Haworth is dated 1600 (farms were not given separate HLC 

records in this area). Other rural settlement with ancient origins can be anticipated.  
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4.2.15 Idle 
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Figure

233. Zone 

study area 

map of the 

Idle

locality 
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Overview

Idle originated as a rural village along with the lesser settlements of Idle Green and Thorpe 

300m to the south which were connected through continuous development in the mid-19th

century (OS mapping).  Idle became subsumed by the urban spread of Bradford in the 20th

century, though the village core is well preserved. The village is situated 5km to the north 

east of the Bradford City centre in the Township of Idle (160 AOD. OS ref 417664, 437893). 

Idle stands in an eastward facing hillside position on a spur of land projecting north east from 

Idle Moor.   The land falls away to the east, north and west where the Aire Valleys runs in a 

loop around the spur.  The village sits on a sub-surface geology of Pennine Lower Coal 

Measures.

Historic core 

Mid-19th century mapping depicts Idle, Idle Green and Thorpe (originally spelled Thorp) as 

an almost continuous rural village settlement, though in realty probably formed as three 

separate cores.  Idle village is the northern most settlement of the group (HLC_PK 26460). 

The Idle village core formed around a meeting of three lanes, Westfield Lane, Town Lane 

and High Street.  Settlement was most dense here in the mid-19th century with the main 

lanes forming a commercial core with yard developments to the rear.  Idle Green and Thorpe 

were situated further south along High Street where it merged with The Green (HLC_PK 

24616) and continued on to Albion Road to become Thorpe.  Probably by this time they were 

considered different parts of the same village as there was no break in development.  Main 

Street with its continuation was probably commercial along its entire length with yard 

developments to the rear until settlement petered out into the rural hinterland east of Thorpe.  

The character at this time was clearly early industrial and organic. Although there was a 

cottage textile industry with a few mills and workshops, the setting was still rural.  

Idle is an ancient settlement with possible Saxon origins.  “Idla” was recorded in 1185-95 

with several other accounts from the latter medieval period (Smith. A.H. 1961. Part III. p. 

231).  Thorpe is described in 1585, though may be earlier separate nucleated settlement 

(WYAAS, 2007).  Idle Green probably remained undeveloped until the post medieval period 

originating as an open area.  A tannery was described in Idle in 1384.  A township survey of 

1583-4, which included Thorpe, Windhill and Wrose, described a fulling mill and a corn mill.  

Industrial activity at this time also included water powered iron smithies.  The survey also 

recorded 21 tenants, 14 cottagers and a dilapidated manor house and deer park.  The 

chapel of ease replaced an earlier chapel in 1630. 
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The park is vaguely discernible on mid-19th century mapping.  Closer to Idle and Thorpe 

were sinuous fields which indicate an enclosed medieval open field system to the south and 

west.

Figure 234. OS 1st edition 6” map of Idle, Idle Green and Thorpe, c.1850. © and database 
right Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) 

Licence numbers 000394 and TP0024 

The settlement contains a number of listed buildings.  Starting with the Idle village core, they 

comprise a chapel of Ease built in 1630, four 17th century houses, many mid-18th to early 

19th century cottages, 18th and 19th century houses, 18th and 19th century farms and 

agricultural buildings, and the church of the Holy Trinity built in 1828.  Idle’s listed buildings 

demonstrate continuous development from at least the early post medieval period, a 

nucleation of farms and redevelopment in the early industrial period.   

Idle Green and Thorpe contain mainly listed cottages/houses of 18th and 19th century date.  

The earliest is a cottage of c.1800.  There is also an 1840 inn. 

Idle is a medieval settlement and it is probable that timber framing from earlier buildings may 

survive concealed by later building fabric.  
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Figure 235. Zone map in Idle’s historic core (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

White’s Trade Directory of 1837 noted that Idle was a populous clothing village with a long 

main street (WYAAS, 2007).  Union Woollen Mill was recorded on OS 1st edition mapping in 

Idle Green (HLC_PK 27811).  A corn mill was present to the east of Idle (HLC_PK 26129).  

800m to the south stood Albion Woollen Mill.  The village also included a tannery. Quarrying 

and coal mining was prevalent throughout, though most concentrated on the moorland 

edges to the west.  

The most significant change in the late 19th century was the construction of Idle Railway 

Station with goods yard which opened in 1875 (HLC_PK 26226). The mills expanded and a 

few small grid iron developments of terraces houses were built. Some of the nearby quarries 

become more industrial in scale.  One or two of the larger quarries may have had associated 

terraced housing, such as the small development at Springfield adjacent to Blake Hill 

Quarries to the south west of Idle (HLC_PK 26358 and 22171).  The mills expanded and one 

or two new mills were constructed. These included Castle Mills and New Mills both to the 

east of Idle and an industrial works established on Railway Road before 1908  (HLC_PK 

26227, 26129 and 27686).  

Idle has a few zones of Industrial Period housing.  The largest is to the north off Leeds Road 

(HLC_PK 26128).  A few smaller developments cluster closer to the village from the later 

19th century and into the early 20th century (HLC_PK 26457, 26458, 24611, etc.).
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Figure 236. Zone map of Idle’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Idle is now entirely connected to Bradford mainly through residential development, though it 

remains on the rural peripheries. There are several large estates of both inter- and post-war 

date as well as large scale post 1990 estates.  The occurrence is largely on previously 

undeveloped land even in the case of some post 1990 development.  With estates came 

schools, recreation grounds and small shop parades.  Some residential redevelopment has 

occurred near the village core. This includes the sites of the railway station, Union Mill, New 

Mills and Castle Mills. One or two industrial firms were established here in the early 20th

century. The largest is George Barker refrigeration equipment manufacturers which was 

established in 1928 partly on the site of the railway sidings (HLC_PK 22154).  The 
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Broomfield Works was built between 1908 and 1922 initially as a laundry and an engineering 

works and was built on Albion Road between 1921 and 34. The latter works were small 

scale within existing development.  There was a move away from textile manufacture in the 

early 20th century. The overall character is largely suburban rather than industrial. 

The Idle core is well preserved containing a mix of vernacular and Victorian features.  The 

Town Gate area has a strong 18th century character with earlier building also evident.  The 

character is also residential, with a few shops being converted back to cottages.  Highfield 

Road is similar in character though has been subject to some redevelopment; mainly the Idle 

Medical centre.   High Street has a mix of Victorian shops with contemporary institutes and 

earlier cottages. There has been piecemeal redevelopment, though some of this is historic 

including the 1928 Idle Working Men’s Club.  Idle Green also remains well preserved and is 

largely commercial with a mix of Victorian and vernacular cottages.  The historic core of 

Thorpe has largely been lost. Although one or two cottages and commercial buildings 

survive, the character is a mix of Victorian suburbs and 20th century houses and small scale 

works.    
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Figure 237. Zone map in Idle’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland 

The remains of an open field system were evident on mid-19th century mapping.  The deer 

park had long been enclosed by this point.  Idle Moor had also been enclosed though this 

was later enclosure of 18th and 19th century date.  Intakes and surveyed enclosure were 

clearly visible at this time.   As the land drops down to meet the Aire valley fields give way to 

wood banks and valley floor meadows.

Fragments of fields do remain, particularly to the west around Idle Hill and West Royd where 

the boundaries visible on 19th century mapping survive partially agglomerated. The slopes 

above the Aire valley still hold woodland and fields 800m to the east and north and east of 

the village.  A number of historic farms survive.  These include Little Cote Farm, Cote Farm 

of 17th century date and a 1737 laithe house farm  (not all the farms were given HLC records 

in this area).  These farms are present in the surviving agricultural land to the west of Idle.  

Farms of 17th to 19th century date also survive in fields to the north.  Quite a few rural houses 

survive subsumed by modern development. For example; “All Alone” 900m to the south west 

of Idle or Dunk Hill 400 to the south.  
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4.2.16 Laisterdyke  
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Figure 238. 

Zone study 

area map 

of the 

Laisterdyke

locality
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Overview

Laisterdyke was included in this section not because of any ancient historical context but 

because it represents a good example of Industrial Period settlement.  

Laisterdyke is situated on a hill side position around 2.3km east of the Bradford City centre in 

the Township of Bradford (200m AOD. OS ref 418595 433009).  Laisterdyke probably 

originated as an industrial period settlement.   Laisterdyke is situated on the western slopes 

of Braford Moor overlooking Bradford Dale and the city below. The land rises to the east to 

meet the moor which had been entirely enclosed by the mid-19th century.  During the early 

19th century the land around Laisterdyke was enclosed and in agricultural use with some 

mining and quarrying.  The area is situated above a solid geology of the Pennine Coal 

Measure Group of rocks.

Historic core 

Mid-19th century OS mapping depicts Laisterdyke as a linear development along the main 

north-south Laisterdyke Road at the junction Leeds Road.  Settlement also continued along 

the east-west Leeds Road. With the exception of a few possible farms, there is nothing to 

suggest that Laisterdyke is of ancient origins.   

Laisterdyke Road originated as the Dudley Hill, Killingham and Harrogate Turnpike of 1752 

and Leeds Road originated as the Leeds, Bradford and Halifax Turnpike in 1740. Any 

development along these route must therefore have originated after the mid-18th century, 

unless present through coincidence.  It is likely that Laisterdyke was founded in the early 

Industrial Period.  Mid-19th century mapping shows three worsted mills in this area, Bradford 

Moor Mill, Junction Mill and a third unnamed mill to the south (HLC_PK 21583, 21584 & 

15790).  Although Laisterdyke was rural in its setting it was showing signs of the early stages 

of the industrial development which was to make a big impact on the historic character of the 

area in the latter half of the 19th century. The main routes were lined with settlement as 

ribbon development.  There was some attempt at making a suburb with a few villas on Leeds 

Road to the western side of the village.  In the surrounding fields a few rows of cottages 

were being built.  Later 19th century OS mapping more clearly depicts rows of small back-to-

back houses and yard developments with terraces and a few small commercial buildings 

fronting Leeds Road in the areas of the settlement depicted in the mid-19th century. The area 

also had a school and an inn at this point.  

Of particular interest 500m to the north of Laisterdyke were the Bradford Moor Cavalry and 

Infantry Barracks (HLC_PK 21340).
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Figure 239. Laisterdyke (Laister Dike) locality. OS 1st edition 6” map of c.1850.  © and database right Crown Copyright and Landmark 

Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence numbers 000394 and TP0024
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Industrial Period development 

The transformation made during the late 19th century is dramatic. Laisterdyke and become 

an industrial suburb.  

Laisterdyke had its own station which opened in 1854 (HLC_PK 21498). The railway had two 

goods yards, a small yard to the east and a larger yard to the west associated with the large 

scale Bradford Corporation Gas Works. 1.5km further to the west, the line terminated at the 

Great Northern Goods Station on the outskirts of Bradford centre. Leeds Road also had a 

tramway which terminated at the depot which was situated to the east of Laisterdyke in 

Thornbury (HLC_PK 21377).  The tramway would have encouraged the development of the 

area as a suburb.  The area around the depot did develop a few semi-detached houses and 

terraces with large gardens during this period.  
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Figure 240. Laisterdyke locality. OS 2nd edition 6”edition map of c.1894. © and database right Crown Copyright and Landmark Information 

Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence numbers 000394 and TP0024 
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The area to the south of Leeds Road developed as an industrial zone with many textile mills, 

engineering sheds and other workshops.  The works came in many sizes from back street 

works to multi building complexes.  

Some of the larger examples of industrial works and other industrial related features of the 

19th century are listed below: 

 St. James Market cattle market with abattoirs of 1874. Now lost (HLC_PK 16129) 

 Eastbrook Mill. Demolished (HLC_PK 16135) 

 Mount Street Mill. Extant (HLC_PK 15689) 

 Hillside Mills. Extant (worsted) (HLC_PK 15276) 

 Penny Oaks Mill. Demolished (HLC_PK 16664) 

 Raglan Foundry. Later Raglan Mill. Extant (HLC_PK 15754) 

 Green Hill Mills (worsted weaving shed). Extant (HLC_PK 15753) 

 Albion Works (worsted). Partially extant (HLC_PK 15790) 

 Wellington Mills (wool combing). Demolished (HLC_PK 21497) 

 New Lane Mills (worsted). Demolished (HLC_PK 21494) 

 Junction Mills (worsted). Fragmentary survival (HLC_PK 21584) 

This provides an idea as to the range and scope of the 19th century industry of this area.  

There are many smaller works that former part of the wider historic landscape which have 

not been recorded.
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Figure 241. Zone map of Laisterdyke’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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With the mills came industrial settlement. Laisterdyke developed a large area of grid-iron 

terraced houses. These were predominantly mid to late 19th century houses occurring on the 

northern side of Leeds Road with smaller zones to the south (e.g. HLC_PK 15741).   Further 

terraced housing development also occurred in the early 20th century (e.g. HLC_PK 21363).  

Laisterdyke gained all the features of a small Victorian industrial town.  Bradford Moor Park 

was opened in 1878 (HLC_PK 21339). The town received new schools and chapels and 

Leeds Road developed into a small commercial core. By now Leeds Road was an almost 

continuous development of terraces, workshops and small scale institutes along the route 

into Bradford.

Of special interest was the fever hospital built 800m to the west of Laisterdyke in 1867 

(HLC_PK 15711).  

20th century and beyond 

Leeds still has a strong Victorian and Edwardian commercial character east of the junction to 

Lister Dyke Road with small terraced shops. Redevelopment has occurred but it has been 

mainly to the shop fronts or has been small scale and piecemeal.  At least one row of pre 

c.1850 terraces survive which gives a clue to the early 19th century character. Mortimer Row 

dated to c.1830.  A few of the pre-1850 villas also survive in this area.  

Killingham Road, the northern extension of the north-south Laisterdyke Road is encroached 

upon to the west by terraced houses and to the east by semi-detached houses.  At least one 

fold of pre-1850 cottages survive and a grade II listed Sunday school of 1816. 

Figure 242. 

Mortimer

Row,

Laisterdyke. 

2015. Row 

of early 19th

century

terraced

cottages
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Traveling towards Bradford past the junction to Laisterdyke Road, the terraces to the south 

of Leeds Road demonstrate only fragmentary to partial survival having been replaced with 

modern houses and industrial/commercial sheds. For example, the mixed industrial works of 

the Battye Street area were built in the 1970s replacing earlier back-to-backs (HLC_PK 

15752). On the northern side of Leeds Road in this area a 19th chapel and pre-1850 villas 

survive, though the setting has now been changed by the busy road traffic. Further west, 

Leeds Road enters into another well preserved area of Victorian shops which still provided 

retail facilities to the local community.  Development then becomes a mix of shops, small 

scale industrial works and modern shops occurring as piecemeal redevelopment.   

The large grid-iron development of terraced houses in the Greenhill Lane area survives with 

good cohesion of the 19th century residential character with very little redevelopment.  The 

fever hospital also survives expanded in the 20th century to form the Leeds Road Hospital 

(possibly now abandoned. HLC_PK 15711). 

The area to the south of Leeds Road now is almost wholly industrial in nature with a mix of 

industry sheds, depots, warehouses, workshops and estates in a zone 1km deep by almost 

2km wide. There is a mix of Victorian and early 20th century sheds with new buildings.  The 

list of 19th century industrial works above provides an indication of the buildings which have 

survived. Smaller 19th century industrial works may also be present in this zone.  

In addition to the many sheds of the industrial zone, significant 20th century additions to the 

Laisterdyke area includes 20th century development such as the Gloucester Avenue estate 

built in the inter war period and on previously undeveloped land (HLC_PK 21338). To the 

east is Hendford Drive constructed in the 1970 or early 1980s on the site of earlier terraces 

(HLC_PK 16158).  Post 1990 residential development is infrequent and small scale.  

Laisterdyke does contain modern institutes such as the Byron Primary school of c.2000 built 

on the site of a pre-1850 detached house (HLC_PK 16156).  Lopage Primary School was 

built in the 1990s on the site of part of Bradford Moor Golf Course (HLC_15821). The Abu 

Bakar Mosque has a strong skyline presence and was built in c.2000 on previously 

undeveloped land (HLC_PK 15704). 

The Carlton Bolling College was built in the 1970s or 80s on the site of Undercliffe House to 

the north west of Laisterdyke (HLC_PK 16148). 

Despite surrounding urbanisation parts of northern Laisterdyke remain open.  Bradford Moor 

Park is extant although the 19th century ornamental character only partially survives.  To the 

east of the park is the Bradford Moor Golf Club founded in 1906 when the area was still 

partly rural.  It is this chance that has preserved an open green space with a few surviving 

field boundaries in a mass of urban development.  
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Figure 243. Zone map of Laisterdyke’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland

Laisterdyke was surrounded by the surveyed enclosure of Bradford Moor to the north which 

gave way to piecemeal enclosure as the land dropped towards Bradford Dale to the west.  A 

number of rural settlements such as farms and folds could be identified on 19th century 

mapping. If any have survived into the current landscape it is by a rare chance.  Earlier field 

boundaries partial survive in the current development perimeters.  
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4.2.17 Little Horton and Little Horton Green
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Figure 244. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Little 

Horton and 

Little Horton 

Green

locality 
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Overview

Little Horton was a rural settlement of significant antiquity which was entirely subsumed by 

the urban spread of Bradford in the 19th and 20th century and yet still retains a small amount 

of ancient rural character. It is one of two settlements in this vicinity which carry the name 

Horton. The larger Greater Horton settlement sits 1.5 km to the south west.  Although Great 

Horton was the larger of the two settlements on mid-19th century mapping, Little Horton may 

have greater antiquity.  The village is situated 1km to the south of the Bradford City centre in 

the Horton Township (AOD 150m. OS ref 415650, 432038).  The village occupies a gently 

sloping position, the land falling north towards Bradford vale and east wards towards a small 

beck now lost beneath later development.  The land rises southwards towards the former 

Wibsey Slack common and Brown Royd Hill.  The village sits above a solid geology of 

Pennine Lower Coal Measures.  

Historic core 

In the mid-19th century Little Horton was a settlement in two parts. Horton Green was 

present to the north of the area forming a linear development of the northern side of Little 

Horton Green, a triangle of open land delimited by roads. South of the green ran Little 

Horton Lane which contained a cluster of house at the green end and a ribbon development 

running south to form the settlement of Holme Top.  The area of Little Horton Green 

probably presents the oldest part of the settlement (HLC_PK 15974).  Holme Top may have 

been a later extension.  In addition to the arrangement of lanes, which suggest ancient 

origins, there were a number of other early features visible on mid-19th century OS mapping.  

These included enclosed strip fields which were particularly clear to the north of the village, a 

lozenge shaped area of land named “The Park” to the east of Little Horton Lane (now a 

hospital grounds. HLC_PK 15979) and two halls; Horton Hall and Little Horton Old Hall 

(HLC_PK 15974 and 15966).   

Little Horton is clearly of ancient origins.  The earliest reference to Little Horton was in 1177 

to 93 but it may have been one of the unnamed sub-manors of Bradford in the Domesday 

Survey of 1086 (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part III. p.245). Little Horton Green was probably the 

location of Horton manor house from at least the 13th century.  The current Manor House 

was built in 1677.  An earlier hall, the medieval Little Horton Old Hall was rebuilt in 1675 

(City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 2008).  The village underwent a second 

phase of growth in the 18th and early 19th century during the early Industrial Period with the 

conversion of earlier buildings and the construction of new dwellings to provided 

accommodation for home textile workers.   
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Little Horton Green contains a number of listed buildings which outline the development of 

the settlement from at least the post medieval period. These include four houses of 17th

century origins, a laithe-house farm of 1755, several 18th and early 19th century cottages and 

tenements and a few 19th century institutes such as schools and churches.  In the wider area 

are listed terraces, a warehouse and parts of St Luke’s Hospital.  

Figure 245. Reconstruction 

of Little Horton Green’s 

historic core (not to scale) 
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Figure 246. Little Horton OS 6” 1st edition map, c.1850. © and database right Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights 
reserved 2016) Licence numbers 000394 and TP0024 
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Industrial Period development 

Bradford was spreading along Manchester Road 500m to the east in the mid-19th century 

with mills, workshops, terraces and commercial buildings.  Apart from a few coal pits present 

in the immediate vicinity, Little Horton appeared still rural at this time. Even by the late 19th

century, the immediate area of Little Horton Green was still rural but becoming suburban.  

The northern half of “The Park” had become developed with the Little Horton Union 

Workhouse of 1852 (HLC_PK 15726).  To the south west was Great Horton Park, the 

Bradford City Cricket Ground and the Bradford City Football Ground all of 1870s date 

(HLC_PK and 15733 and 15726).  The northern extension of Little Horton Lane was 

developed with villas, small institutes and terraces.  The only scar was the cut of the 

Bradford to Thornton Railway Line opened between 1876 and 78 which crossed the area 

from east to west.  The sidings were present 500m to the south east (HLC_PK 16577).  Little 

Horton Green was a rural enclave surrounded by a mass of terraces, villas and mills which 

formed clear zone all around.   

Little Horton Green is unusual with its good preservation of historic character and its semi-

rural setting despite being surrounded by dense urban development.  The estate was 

inherited by Francis Sharp Powell in the mid-19th century.  He resisted all attempts to sell the 

land, but made a few additions such as a church and school.  The estate passed into the 

hands of a trust which maintain the buildings and preserved the unique 19th century 

character.  The arrangement of medieval lanes and boundaries also demonstrates better 

preservation than in other Bradford settlements.  The strips fields are only vaguely 

represented, but the green and park boundaries are still retained in the modern urban 

environment.  
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Figure 247. Zone map of Little Horton and Little Horton Green’s later Industrial Period 

development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Little Horton Green has now lost its rural setting.  Only two fields remains.  The village core 

is almost unchanged from the 19th century.  The surrounding fields were lost to 20th century 

development. Terraced houses continued to be built into the 20th century, particularly in 

undeveloped land to the south of the Little Horton Green.  The workhouse was converted to 

a hospital in the early 20th century and was expanded at the end of the 20th century.  A mid-

sized estate of social housing was also constructed to the South of Little Horton in the 

Interwar period.
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This area is situated on the outer edge of a zone of 20th century institutes, the largest being 

the University of Bradford. The area to the immediate north of Horton Green contains a 

number of 20th century institutes filling in the irregular street blocks between the houses. 

These include a post 1996 health centre, a 1950s college building, a 1970s halls of 

residence and recent college campus buildings (HLC_PK 15720, 15967, 16000 and 15665).  

The main university campus is situated on Great Horton Road 800m to the north (off the 

study area map). The university began in 1832 as a Mechanics’ Institute.  The site expanded 

after the 1950s to become the Bradford Technical College.  In 1966, Bradford Institute of 

Technology was granted a Royal Charter to become the University of Bradford.  The new 

buildings created a large zone which replaced earlier workers’ housing and mills.   

The large zones of 19th and 20th century terraced houses have become eroded particularly to 

the west on both sides of Manchester Road. There has been significant replacement with 

social housing to the west of Manchester Road (HLC_PK 16001) and modern commercial 

and industrial sheds to the east.  This was post-war to modern redevelopment which now 

forms clear zones (HLC_PK 16641, 16577, 16634).   A few cohesive blocks of terraces exist 

further south along Manchester Road. A few terraces and shops still line Manchester Road, 

but the survival is piecemeal.  The linear development leading south along Little Horton 

Road has also been badly eroded.  Only one or two terraced rows and small institutes 

survive replaced by modern houses and commercial yards.   
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Figure 248. Zone map of Little Hortons’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland

As stated above, Little Horton Green was a village situated in an area of enclosed strip 

fields.  To the west along Manchester Road, Bradford was spreading. Little Horton Lane 

which ran south from Horton Green was lined for around 1km with buildings in the 19th

century (until settlement gave way to fields to the north).  Two hamlets were named, Holme 

Top and Chapel Green.  Holme Top is reduced to a few houses.  Chapel Green 

demonstrates better survival as a linear nucleation of cottages and terraces (HLC_PK 15844 

and 16770).  The late 18th to 19th century vernacular character seems well preserved with a 

few later terraced houses, shops and a small 19th century church. There is partial survival of 

cottages from the pre 1850 rural hinterland.  These are largely early industrial period 

cottages, though some may have originated as farming settlements (e.g. terraced housing 

on Todwell Lane. HLC_PK 17370). 
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4.2.18 Manningham 
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Figure 249. 

Zone study area 

map of the 

Manningham

locality 
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Overview

Manningham is a suburb of Bradford situated 2km north of the Bradford City centre in the 

Manningham Township (150 AOD. OS ref 415069, 434527).  Manning originated as a 

detached village of ancient origins in an agricultural setting which became subsumed by the 

suburban spread of Bradford during the later Industrial period.  The town is situated on 

gently sloping land which falls in an eastwards direction towards Bradford Beck.  Land rise to 

the northwest to meet the former Heaton Moor which had largely been enclosed by the mid-

19th century.  Manningham sits on a solid geology of the Pennine Lower Coal Measure group 

of rocks.  

Historic core 

OS Mapping of the mid-19th century depicts Manningham as a distinct village.  The urban 

sprawl had not reached Manningham by this time, although the most distant terraces of the 

Bradford conurbation were only 500m away from the village.  Manningham was probably a 

settlement of Anglo-Saxon origins later to become an independent township of Bradford after 

1066.  The earliest place-name reference is from 1286 with several other references from 

the later medieval period (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part III. p.246). The village had a medieval hall 

and an extensive system of open fields in the surrounding area.  By the 17th century 

Manningham had 30 homesteads with 12 of them being in the village (Gibson. K. & Taylor. 

S. 2010). 

Manningham was essential a linear development running along Church Street (HLC_PK 

17318). Manningham Old Hall was described at the eastern end of Church Street.  Carlisle 

Road to the south is suggestive of a “back lane” which hints at the presence of croft plots.  

Settlement extended northward from the centre-western end of Church Street along Skinner 

Lane. St Paul’s Church is 

situated in the crook of the 

eastern side of this junction.  

The church was built in the 

early 19th century however.  

Figure 250. Model of pre-

industrial period Manningham 

showing extent of settlement 
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(blue) showing original arrangement of lanes (red) 

The only building which survives from the early period is the Old Manor on Roseberry Lane, 

a 17th century hall house which may have had even earlier origins.  Manningham contains 

several listed buildings and most records relate to 19th century villas or terraces or institutes 

such as St Paul’s Church.  The Old Manor is listed. One record relates to an early to mid-

18th century farm house. Of particular interest are the Georgian and early Victorian cottages.  

This indicates that Manningham was developing as an independent domestic textile 

production centre in the early Industrial Period before it was subsumed by the Bradford 

suburbs.

Industrial Period development 
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Figure 251. Comparison between Manningham in the mid-19th century and late 19th century (OS 6” 1st edition c.1850 & OS 25” 1st edition 

c.1894).  © and database right Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence numbers 000394 and 

TP0024
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The transformation of Manningham from the mid-19th century to the late 19th century was 

remarkable.  Manningham had become utterly subsumed.  Manningham developed as a 

Victorian suburb rather than an industrial town.  It was partly due to the introduction of the 

Manningham Railway Station in c.1860 which allowed plots of land to be opened up for 

development as middle class suburbs. Another clue was the presence of the tramway on 

Manningham Lane in c.1894. The development has two distinct zones.  Villas off 

Manningham Lane which developed as a leafy suburb and large scale developments of grid-

iron terraced houses to the west.  Some of the terraces represent fairly high status 

developments however such as those of Southfield Square (HLC_PK 15810). A few villas 

were also present to the west of the area in the Toller Lane area.  The houses were 

occupied by Bradford’s textile merchants, craftsmen, business men and tradesmen.  Further 

west the terraces became more working class until they merged with the terraces and 

industry in the district of Girlington. 

Land was developed through a variety of methods; private development, building 

cooperatives and freehold land societies. Along with houses, institutes were also constructed 

these included three more churches and a synagogue.  There were also a drill hall, meeting 

rooms, schools and an infirmary which originated around 1835 but was expanded in 1871 

(HLC_PK 16344).  “Trades Homes” were a development of almshouses built in 1867 to the 

west of Manningham (HLC_PK 25340).  One of the most landscape-dominating features 

was Lister Park (HLC_PK 19335). This was a large and formal public park laid out between 

1870 and 1904 on the site of the late 18th century Manningham Hall.  Carlisle Road became 

the commercial focus of the new settlement. It became lined with shops and institutes 

including a library and church (HLC_PK 17321 and 16973). Commercial cores also occurred 

on Oak Lane to the north and at the Bradford end of Manningham Lane.   

There were a few industrial building amongst the mass of houses.  Lumb Lane Mills was 

present to the south (HLC_PK 16346).  This mill burnt down in 2016.  Manningham also had 

its own brewery (HLC_PK 16165).  Wheatley Reservoir was of historic significance as it was 

fundamental to Bradford’s health reforms of the early to mid-19th century. The largest mill in 

Manningham and perhaps the whole of Bradford was Manningham Mills on Lilly Croft Road 

(now Lister Mills. HLC_PK 25299).  It was built as a silk mill in 1873 replacing a worsted mill 

of 1838.  This was a large ornate mill which still represents a landscape dominating feature 

on the north Bradford skyline.  The mill stopped operating in 1992 and was converted to 

domestic and commercial use.  The southern extent of Manningham merged with the 19th

century industrial zones along City Road and Thornton Road. To the east the villas of 

Manningham Lane overlooked Bradford Beck with its extensive arrangement of mills, works 

and railway sidings. 



590

Figure 252. Zone map of Manningham’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

Manningham has managed to retain some of its early historic character and much of the 

later Industrial Period development.  The only pre-18th century building is the dilapidated Old 

Manor on Roseberry Lane.  Skinner Lane still retains part of its Georgian village character.   

The early street pattern is preserved and is identifiable as an organic arrangement of lanes 

amongst more organised grid iron developments of the 19th century.   There is fragmentary 

survival of some of the fields around Manningham as often fields were sold for 

redevelopment on a plot-by-plot basis thus preserving some field boundaries’ cohesion.  

Residential development occurred in the Interwar and post-war period and after 1990 but 

either as individual small scale developments of on a block by block basis. Large estates do 

exist on the outer western fringes of Manningham towards Allerton.  The Toller Lane estate 

was built in the Interwar period as social housing (HLC_PK 19171). Further south around 

Allerton Road a large estate was constructed in the late 1950s (HLC_PK 19136).   

Lister Park and associated house survives with much of its Victorian layout preserved.  

Adjacent to Lister Park on the eastern side of Manningham Lane is Bradford Grammar 

School. It relocated to this site in 1949 replacing an earlier grammar school founded in 1548 

which was located at the southern end of Manningham Lane.  The new school is a mix of 

"new" buildings, completed in 1939, and Clock House an earlier house which became 

incorporated into the complex.  Clock House was probably established during the sixteenth 

century (HLC_PK 24492). 

The late Victorian character of Manningham predominates both with the terraces, villas and 

commercial cores.  20th century development has been piecemeal and small scale.  In most 

areas the cohesion of Victorian development is good though has suffered from insensitive 

refenestration and building extensions.  It is the fact that Manning provided low cost housing 

in the past which has preserved its historic character where other terraced developments 

were redeveloped as part of slum clearance in the 1960s and 70s.  The areas of villa 

housing survive better though they have also undergone piecemeal redevelopment, either 

through infill development of conversion.  Manningham still stands as an important example 

of a Victorian suburb.  
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Figure 253. Zone map of Manningham’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland 

The Manningham hinterland consisted of a large open field system which was probably 

enclosed piecemeal in the later and post medieval period.  This gave way to 18th and 19th

century intakes around Heaton Moor 2km to the west.  The moor was almost entirely 

enclosed by the mid-19th century.  North of Manningham was Deer Park, despite the name 

the park was created in the 18th or 19th century on former agricultural land (HLC_PK 19335). 

This park provided the current perimeter of Lister Park.   Some pre-Industrial Period 

dwellings do survive amongst the later urban landscapes, such as Clock House of probable 

16th century origins. Some represent rows of late 18th or early 19th century cottages. An 

example is the row of cottages on Cross Road built around 1820 (HLC_PK 25297). The 

earlier historic character of the rural hinterland is fragmentary at best.   
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4.2.19 Menston 
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Overview

Menston is a dormer village situated  11km north of the Bradford City centre in the Township 

of Menston (170 AOD. OS ref 416893, 443,887).  Menston was originally a small rural village 

which developed into a suburb partly in the 19th century but mainly in the 20th century.  It is 

now connected to the larger settlement of Guiseley to the south east by an almost 

continuous development along Bradford Road.  Menston sits on the lower slopes of the 

eastern side of Ilkley Moor.  The land rises to the east toward Guiseley Moor and falls off 

northwards towards the Wharfe Valley.  The village sits on a solid geology of the Millstone 

Grit group of rocks. 

Historic core 

Early Menston was a linear development along Menston Main Street.  The early settlement 

was relatively low density in the eastern half of the village. The area around the junction of 

Burley Land and Derry Hill probably represented the earliest part of the settlement. It is here 

that Menston [Old] Hall is found.  Settlement occurred on Menston Road and as a fold at the 

western end. Menston Low Hall was present at the eastern end of Main Street.   

Menston was a village in the medieval period. The earliest reference to “Mensinctun” was in 

972 when it became a separate Manor held within the feudal estate of the Archbishop of 

York.  “Mersintine” is also mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 and several other 

times in the later medieval period (Smith. A.H. 1961. Part IV. p.201). The village probably 

had an open field system which was evident as fields with long serpentine boundaries visible 

on mid-19th century OS mapping.  These occurred to the north of Main Street.  The area to 

the south was named Menston Moor.

The village contains several listed buildings which are arrange exclusively at the western 

end of the village (all contained within HLC_PK 28208, 31260 and 31244).  The fold at the 

western end contains a high status Yeoman’s house of 1672, an 18th century farm and two 

18th century barns. Menston Hall (of Fairfax Hall) is grade II* listed.  This is a high status 17th

century hall-house with a 17th century barn. In a row along Main Street further east are 

several 18th century cottages and the Malt Shovel Public House with attached barn.  The 

listed buildings indicate that Menston remained rural into the 18th century, it contained some 

wealthy houses and that the historic core was mainly at the western end. Menston Low Hall 

at the eastern end was originally of 17th century date but was rebuilt in 1876 (HLC_PK 

28180).  Menston Corn Mill was situated 400m further east of Menston Low Hall. The 

eastern half of Main Street may have also held settlement in the medieval period.  The strip 

fields respect this part of the street. The 19th century character was one of a villa suburb with 

named detached houses with large gardens. 
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It is likely that some of the cottages held workers who were employed in domestic textile 

production, of combing and spinning, which was sold to mills in Otley and Burley. Menston 

also had a village school and a Wesleyan Methodist chapel in the mid-19th century.  

Figure 255. Zone map of Menston‘s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

Menston village did not contain any mills.  The mills were situated in the surrounding country 

side. Ing Mill was present 1.5km to the south east (HLC_PK 27704).  The largest industrial 

zone was situated 1.4km to the north east along Mire Beck. The beck at this point entered a 

steep clough which had 4 mills along a length of 1km.  They included Higher Gill Mill, Gill 

Mill, Middle Mill and Derrydiddle Mill (HLC_PK 25652, 25649, 25650 & 25651). These were 

spinning, bobbin and scribbling mills established before the mid-19th century. They were 

situated in an area of country side with apparently no associated terraced house 

development beyond a few short rows.  It is probable that the people of Menston or Otley 

supplied the labour.  The area also held a few small scale quarries. 

Menston railway station and sidings were established in 1875 on the Midland Railway Leeds 

to Ilkley line dating to 1865.  The village gained a few more villas and higher status terraced 

rows from this period.  A small grid-iron development of terraces was constructed at the 

western end of High Street.  A few smaller developments were constructed at the eastern 

end of the village around 1900 either as grid iron developments or along Main Street.  
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800m to the southeast of Menston the County Lunatic Asylum was built in 1884-88 along 

with a smaller infectious diseases hospital (HLC_PK 12111).   This was a progressive 

asylum were the inmates where expected to work towards their keep either on the farm, in 

the kitchens and laundry, or in various handicrafts. The hospital was designed to 

accommodate 900 patients in ward pavilions laid out in zones to conform to contemporary 

theories in psychiatric care. 

Figure 256. Zone map of Menston’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

Menston continued to develop as a dormer town in the 20th century. The village contains 

housing estates from the Interwar and post-war period.  These form a large zone to north of 

Main Street with smaller estates to the south (HLC_PK 26603, 26604, 28194, 28184, etc.).

The larger estates were constructed on previously undeveloped land. Social and private 

housing is represented. Along with the houses came schools and recreation grounds. Closer 

to the village core are a few small scale post 1990 developments. These occur as new builds 

on former agricultural land, redeveloped sites or as infill development (HLC_PK 31265, 

31261, 38131, 28153, 28201, etc.).

The mills situated to the north along Mire Beck to the north survive in part, though no longer 

in their original use. Gill Mill and Derrydiddle Mill have been demolished, the sites reused for 

industry and commerce.

High Royds Hospital was closed in stages between 25 February 2003 and June of the same 

year.  The site was redeveloped in 2011 as a new village while retaining some features of 

the hospital such as the ballroom and the clock tower. 

The Victorian and Edwardian character at the eastern of Main Street is well preserved with 

uniform rows of terraces fronting the street. The character of the central part of Main Street 

is more piecemeal and 20th century with the occasional villa, a mix of semi-detached houses 

and modern residential builds. This mixed residential character continues as far as the 

junction to Burley Road.  Here the character becomes Georgian with Victorian additions.  

Cottages, a few small shops, pubs and small scale institutes are represented.  There is 

some later development but this is piecemeal and small scale.  

Rural hinterland 

 Mid-19th century mapping depicts enclosed strip fields to the north of the village.  The 

southern side, as the land rises to Ilkley Moor, may have been later enclosed common land. 

Further south west the land rose to meet Ilkley Moor where there were intake farms and 

open moor.  The land to the northwest of Menston contained small fields with irregular 

boundaries suggestive of intakes or piecemeal enclosed land.  A number of woods were 

named in this area.  The area of strip fields to the north has largely been redeveloped with 

20th century housing.  The early field alignments are partially preserved in the current urban 

landscape.  The fields to the west were partly agglomerated in the 19th and 20th century.   

The fields to the south have also been agglomerated too but to a lesser degree.  The rural 

hinterland demonstrates a number of historic farms. These include the 17th century Turnpike 
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Farm and Carr Bottom Farm (HLC_PK 26897 & 26894).   Away from the Menston village, 

the rural landscape depicted in the 19th century remains well preserved.  
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4.2.20 Oakworth 
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locality 
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Overview

Oakworth originated as a rural settlement with possible medieval origins which became a 

dormer suburb of Keighley during the 20th century.  While remaining rural in its setting it is 

connected to Keighley by continuous development along Keighley Road.  The village is 

situated 14km north west of the Bradford City core in the Township of Keighley (250M AOD. 

OS ref 03063, 38844).  Oakworth occupies an elevated hillside position on the south eastern 

slopes of Branshaw Moor and Oakworth Moor to the west.  The land slopes down to the 

River Worth valley to the south east.  Oakworth sits on a solid Geology of the Millstone Grit 

group of rocks.   

Historic core 

The historic core of Oakworth is discernible from mid-19th century OS mapping.  The village 

was a linear development along Colne Road and its western extension of Commercial 

Street.  The road is winding and the settlement is dispersed over a 1km distance.  On mid-

19th century mapping there are clear concentrations to the east of the lane in the vicinity of 

Oakworth Hall and at Lane End to the west.  It could be that two phases are represented or 

that the settlement has always been low density.

There are indications that Oakworth may have medieval origins.  The surrounding fields 

formerly had a long serpentine appearance suggestive of medieval strip fields. These 

occurred to the north and south of Colne Road.   Oakworth was named “Acurde” in the 

Domesday survey of 1086, “Akword” in 1246 and “Hakewirth” in 1285 (Smith. A.H. 1961. 

Part VI. p.7). The Medieval village may have originally had a rural distribution with some 

nucleation around Oakworth Hall (HLC_PK 1390). The hall does not have its own record.  

The settlement to the west of the village may have expanded during the early industrial 

period (HLC_PK 1369).

Oakworth contains several listed buildings which describe the village’s development from the 

post medieval period to the Industrial Period. The eastern half of the village includes a house 

dated to 1660 converted to workshops in the early 19th century, Oakworth Hall dated 1702, 

early 19th century vernacular cottages, Oakworth Christ Church built in 1845 and the 19th

century gate piers to Holden Park (to be discussed below).  The western half of the village 

includes further early 19th century cottages, a chapel dated 1822, Oakworth Mill dated to the 

early 19th century and Oakworth Clough Farm House dated to 1686.  The latter could be 

considered as a farm originally separate from the village but incorporated though early 

industrial period expansion.   
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The listed buildings suggest ancient origins at least from the early post medieval period (in 

the eastern half of the village) and significant expansion both in the period of domestic textile 

production and in the period of early mechanised industry.   

Figure 258. Zone map. Detail of Oakworth’s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

Oakworth contains many weavers’ cottages of the late to early 19th century which suggests a 

village textile industry prevalent from at least the late 18th century.  A smithy was also 

described in the village in the mid-19th century. There was quarrying in the surrounding 

country side particularly to the north of the village on the moorland edges.  A large quarry 

was also present to the east of the village (now incorporated into Holden Park (HLC_PK 

1051). By this time textile production had expanded.  Oakworth had a clear zone of mills all 

situated in a clough which ran south of the village [the name of the clough could not be 

identified from available mapping].  The clough contained four mills in c.1850 (from north to 

south): Oakworth Mill (worsted), Oakworth Corn Mill, Upper Providence Mill (worsted) and 

Lower Providence Mill (worsted) (HLC_PK 1375, 1378, 1379 & 1381).  The corn mill may 

have had ancient origins.  The clough also contains associated water management features. 

This group forms part of a complex of many mills situated along the Worth Valley. With the 

construction of the mills came terraced houses, but only on a small scale and many of these 

were present by the mid-19th century.  Along the main street a few houses were built along 
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with Christ Church, a school, a chapel and a Mechanics’ institute. A small commercial core 

developed on Commercial Street.  This area had two pubs, a village shop and a cooperative 

store. A few shops were also constructed in the Oakworth Hall area at this time. A small grid-

iron development of terraced houses was built to the east of Oakworth in 1909 (HLC_PK 

1384.) Oakworth Railway Station with small goods yard 800m to the south west was opened 

in 1867 (HLC_PK 1143).  Again the impact in terms of landscape character was slight and 

Oakworth remained a small industrial village.  

The most significant addition to the Oakworth landscape was the construction of Oakworth 

House on the north eastern side of the village.  The hall built in 1864-74 by the wealthy 

industrialist Sir Isaac Holden (HLC_PK 1043). Oakworth House burnt down in 1909 and was 

given to Oakworth as a public park in 1925. 
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Figure 259. Detail of Oakworth’s Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

Oakworth Village retains much of its early Industrial Period historic character particularly 

around the junction of Colne Road and Commercial Street. Redevelopment becomes more 

piecemeal further east along Colne Road with a few terraces and the small scale intrusion of 

20th century social and private housing. 

Oakworth has clear zones of residential development from the 20th century.  A few small 

developments were constructed along Colne Road in the Interwar period.   Large post-war 

development consists of four modest sized estates built from the 1960s to 1980s (HLC_PK 

1032, 1358, 1038, 1387, 1358 and 1028).   These occur to the north and south of the village.  

By the latter half of the 20th century Oakworth had become connected to the suburban 

conurbation by continuous development with the Bracken Bank and Knowle Park area of 

Keighley which contains large scale housing estates. The Oakworth Mill site was 

redeveloped in 2002 after it burnt down in 2000 (HLC_PK 1375). A small industrial zone 

developed south of Lower Providence mill in the 1980s (HLC_PK 1416). 
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Figure 260. Zone map. Detail of Oakworth’s 20th century to recent urban development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland 

Oakworth may have had an associated open field system. The boundaries depicted on mid -

19th century mapping suggest this. These were present to the north and south of the village.  

The land rose to the north and the fields gave way to surveyed enclosure and intake farms 

and then finally to Oakworth Moor which remained partially open during the mid-19th century.  

The valley bottom had a more piecemeal enclosed character with possible assarting. The 

area of potential strip fields has largely become redeveloped with housing.  Elsewhere the 

survival of 19th century field boundaries is good with little agglomeration or reorganisation.    

The hinterland demonstrates good preservation of historic buildings.  Ribbon development 

ran eastwards along Colne Road with a few farms, cottages and early terraces.  Newsome, 

1.2km to the north-west, is an early hamlet.  The settlement had a mill and small church in 

c.1850.  Three houses have 17th century origins.  1km west of Oakworth off Hob Cote Lane 

are 17th century farms a hall-house of 1641 date and 18th century cottages (the farms in this 

area have not received their own HLC records).  Many more farms with early origins can be 

expected in this area.  

The River Worth valley bottom developed as a zone of industry from the early 19th century.  

There are two mills around 1km distance from the village.  Mytholme Mill operated from 1791 

as a cotton mill and Vale Mill from 1792 also as a cotton mill (HLC_PK 1396 & 1413) 
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4.2.21 Oxenhope 
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Overview

Oxenhope is a rural village situated in a valley bottom position on the Bridge House Beck.  

The village is in two parts; Upper town and Lower Town. They are separated by a distance 

of around 200m. Oxenhope is situated 13km west of the Bradford City centre in the 

Township of Haworth (195 AOD. OS ref 403270, 434826).  Oxenhope is situated at the 

south end of the Leeming Water valley which meets the Worth Valley to the north.  Although 

the immediate vicinity of Oxenhope is agricultural; the area is surrounded by moorland on 

three sides; Haworth Moor, Oxenhope Moor and Ovenden Moor. The village sits above a 

solid geology of the Millstone Grit Group of rocks. 

Historic core 

It is probable that Oxenhope dates back to the Middle Ages. 'Oxenehope' is mentioned in the 

late 12th century (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part III. p.263). The settlement appears to have been 

divided by the 14th century into two hamlets.  These two hamlets represented distinct cores 

on 19th century mapping. 

Late 19th century mapping depicts Upper town as a linear development running along 

Hebden Bridge Road near the junction of Best Lane. The five listed buildings in this area 

consist of a 17th century house, early 19th century cottages and an early 19th public house 

(HLC_PK 37156).   The smaller settlement of Lower Town to the east contains a mid-17th

century house, a mid-18th century rebuilding of a 17th century house, a high status early to 

mid-18th century house (although it looks earlier) and an 18th century barn (HLC_PK 37133 & 

37204).

These buildings demonstrate a longevity of settlement from at least the early post medieval 

period and an involvement in domestic textile production.  Textiles became prominent from 

as early as the 16th century in this district resulting in the rise of the Yeoman Clothier class.  

Of which, Oxenhope contains several examples of their houses both in the core and the 

surrounding countryside. A later feature which is also prevalent is the stone built weavers’ 

cottages of the early Industrial Period.  

Of note are the hamlets of Leeming and Back Leeming which also contain a range of pre-

1850 cottages (HLC_PK 37102 & 37105). Shaw, a linear development along Shaw Lane to 

the west of Upper Town, also contains a range of vernacular cottages.  
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Figure 262. Zone map. Detail of Oxenhope’s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

Mid-19th century mapping depicts a number of mills both within the village and the rural 

hinterland. Three were present in Lower Town; Lower Town Mill, Bridge Mill and Charles Mill 

(HLC_PK 37146, 37132 & 37122).  All three mills produced worsted cloth.  Wadsworth Mill 

was located further south in Back Leeming (HLC_PK 37123). The mill was described as an 

iron works by the late 19th century.  In the hamlet of Leeming was Sike Mill, also a worsted 

spinning mill (HLC_PK 37101).  In the Moorhouse Beck valley to the north 450m to the north 

of Upper Town were a string of four mills comprising Old Mill, Dunkirk Mill, Brooks Meeting 

Mill, Fisher’s Lodge Mill and Oxenhope Mill (HLC_PK 1115, 1438 & 1439).   

Oxenhope developed a few small zones of terraced houses of late 19th and early 20th

century date. These include small grid-iron developments around Church Street, Elm Street 

and Beatrice Street (HLC_PK 37160, 37181 & 37131).  Terraced development more 

generally consisted of individual rows of back-to-back and through terraced houses 

distributed throughout the village and many rural areas. The village escaped the excessive 

development which impacted on many other Bradford villages at this time.  
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Oxenhope Railway Station on the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway opened in 1867 

(HLC_PK 1442).  A small group of villas were built at the railway, northern end of the village 

and also to the south of the village (e.g. HLC_PK 1448 or 1447).  A few small institutes were 

also constructed at around this time.  These included a school, a Wesleyan chapel and St. 

Mary’s Church of 1849 (HLC_PK 37164, 41616 & 37196). 

Leeming Water was dammed by the Bradford Corporation Water Works in 1872-79 to 

produce Leeming Reservoir (HLC_PK 18925). The reservoir and dam dominates the valley 

to the south of the village.  Leeshaw [Corporation} Reservoir was built in 1895 1.8 km to the 

west on Dunkirk Beck.  

Also of industrial importance was quarrying. There were several modest scale quarries built 

in the surrounding countryside mainly along the moorland edges.  
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Figure 263. Detail of Oxenhope’s Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

In the 20th century Oxenhope acquired a few housing developments of predominantly post-

war date.  There were four small developments south of the Upper Town core (HLC_PK 

37159, 37203, 37193 & 37174). These were small scale and piecemeal often consisting of 

groups of individual detached houses or cul-de-sac of semi-detached houses.  The largest 

estate is to the north of the village of Moorhouse Lane.  This is a 9.5 hectare estate of 

detached and semi-detached houses built around the 1960s (HLC_PK 1441). The 20th

century developments have a suburban rather than a social housing character. They were 

generally built on previously undeveloped land filling in the gaps between earlier 

developments.  Oxenhope also acquired a small cricket ground in the post-war period 

(HLC_PK 37162). There are only three notable post 1990 housing developments. Two were 

on the site of textile mills; Lower Town Mill and Charles Mill. Charles Mill has been retained 

and converted to flats.  Mallard View estate was built around 1995 and Perseverance Fold 

was built after 2009 on the site of a chapel and later a textile mill.  The grave yard was 

retained (HLC_PK 37186 & 37200).  

Figure 264. Lower Town Mills housing development. 2015

Upper town retains much of its early Industrial Period character, the weavers; cottages 

together with Victorian terraces and the Bay House Pub presenting a cohesive group.  

Modern development is piecemeal and generally unobtrusive.  The same can be said for the 
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Lower town area.  This too has vernacular cottages, Victorian terraces and also greater 

evidence of 17th century development. The hamlets of Leeming and Back Leeming are 

virtually unchanged from the 19th century. Sike Mill of Leeming still stands but is converted to 

flats.  

Figure 265. Zone map of Oxenhope’s 20th century to recent urban development (not to 

scale) Based upon the DiGMapGB-625 dataset, with the permission of the British Geological 
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Survey. Reproduced with the permission of the British Geological Survey ©NERC. All rights 

Reserved 

Rural hinterland 

Oxenhope occupies a narrow space surrounded by steep sided valleys.  The rural land was 

piecemeal but with hints of strip fields near the village and possible assarts.  Higher up along 

the moorland edges were surveyed enclosure, some possibly early “enclosure-by-consent” 

predating parliamentary enclosure.  Quarries were frequently found on the moorland and 

roughs of the steep sided valley. There are large scale intakes extending nearly 2km from 

the village to the moorland top.   The more immediate rural hinterland contains a relatively 

high density of farms, cottages, folds and a few Victorian villas.   Leeming and Shaw 

probably represent industrial hamlets of the 18th and 19th century.  Several rural building 

ranges in the surrounding countryside are listed. They included 18th and 19th century 

cottages and farms. One or two originate in the 17th century. Some of these are close to the 

moorland edge such as Lower Fold Farm, Old Croft and Mould Greave (HLC_PK 18896 & 

18896).  All are within 1.5km of the village to the south, west and north.   Examples of farms 

of the same post-medieval date are found in a similar position on Whinny Hill to the east. In 

fact, high status Yeoman farms seem to be almost the normality in this area. These farms 

are of interest being so early and associated with surveyed enclosure which is typical of mid-

18th to mid-19th century date.   This suggests that textile production was of economic 

importance in the 17th century and there was land pressure, probably due to the confines of 

the valley.
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Figure 266. Windle House Farm. Leeshaw. Oxenhope. 2015 

4.2.22 Queensbury 
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Overview

Queensbury is an industrial town part urbanised in the 20th century, which occupies a rural 

position. The town is situated 6.5km south west of the Bradford City core in the Township of 

Clayton (340m AOD.  OS ref 410244 430281).  Queensbury is considered to be the highest 

town in the country.  It occupies a hilltop position in an area historically known as Hunger 

Hill.  The moor projects as a spur to the north-west, the spur was known as Mickle Moss.  

Queensbury sits on the isthmus between hill and spur.  Land drops off sharply to the north 

down to the Clayton vale, to the south to Shibden Dale and to the west to Strines Beck 

towards Illingworth and Holdsworth.   Queensbury sits on a solid geology of Pennine Lower 

Coal Measures.

Historic core 

It is questionable that Queensbury was of ancient origins.  The town was originally named 

Queenshead in the 19th century.  The historic core is positioned on the crossing of two 

turnpikes, the Leeds and Halifax Trust Turnpike and the Brighouse and Denholme Gate 

Trust Turnpike.  The earliest turnpike only dates to 1740. The field boundaries have a late 

surveyed enclosure character typical of mid to late 18th century date.  The first record for any 

permanent settlement is from 1754 and relate to the deeds for a coaching inn, from which 

the village took its name, The Queens Head (City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 

2003).  The Queen’s Head Inn originated as a farm, its position half way between Bradford 

and Halifax made it a popular staging post for wool and cloth traffickers.   

Mid-19th century OS mapping depicts the historic core of Queensbury clustered around a 

triangle created by the two turnpikes and the old road to Thornton (HLC_PK 25643).  The 

roads are now known as Chapel Street, Albert Road and High Street.  Settlement extended 

along the roads out of the town. The route from Bradford to Halifax was most developed with 

a broken ribbon development extending along its length. There were number of hamlets over 

a distance of 3.5km with Queensbury in the middle.  From east to west they are as follows; 

Clayton Heights, Old Dolphin, Little Moor, Queensbury, Swamp, Ford, Beggerington, Ambler 

Thorn and Catherine Slack which was the last hamlet before the road dropped down to 

Halifax (HLC_PK 26450, 27056, 25643, 25342, 27044, 27046 & 24784).  Although some 

buildings in this group, like the Queens Head, may have had an earlier precedence most 

probably originated as folds of cottages from the early Industrial Period of domestic textile 

production.  They included weavers’ cottages and early workers’ housing.  

Most of the listed buildings in Queensbury date from the 19th century and include a Baptist 

chapel founded in 1772, a Baptist Minister’s house of c.1820, the church of the Holy Trinity 

dating to 1843, the Victoria Hall baths and public rooms of 1888, two mid to late 19th century 
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warehouses, a mill gate lodge of similar date and the principal mill buildings of Black Dyke 

Mills built between 1854 and 1868.  Attached to The Village Inn (formerly The Gramby Inn in 

c.1894) on West End is a converted barn with dove cote set above the front cart entrance.  

Although probably 18th or early 19th century in date, it suggests a function of the village 

which was rural, at least in its early days.  
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Figure 268. Zone map. Detail of Queensbury’s historic core (not to scale)
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Industrial Period development 

Mid-19th century mapping depicts Queensbury as a small industrial town probably with 

domestic textiles production and a developing mechanised industry.  Weavers’ cottages and 

warehouses are present within the core and in nearby folds.  The village had a chapel, 

church and school by this time. The Black Dikes Mill was a large mill situated to the south of 

the town (later Black Dyke Mill. HLC_PK 24175).  This was the only mill identified on mid-

19th century mapping.  Quarrying was prevalent in the surrounding country side and some of 

the cottages were probably related to the quarry industry, typically single storey cottages.  

Many coal pits can also be identified from mid-19th century, though no collieries of any great 

size. 

A transformation had occurred by the late 19th century.  Hill Top Quarries had developed to 

the west of the area on Albert Road (HLC_PK 24213). Mountain Quarry expanded to the 

north and to the south were “Openend” Quarry, Hainsworth Moor Quarry and Hazel Hirst 

Quarry (HLC_PK 24227, 24151, 24182 & 24180). The area contained many smaller scale 

quarries.  Off Thornton Street was a coal yard.  This is of particular interest because of the 

incline and rope-hauled tramway which led to a colliery adjacent to the Clayton Fire Clay 

Works 800m to the north east (HLC_PK 24081).  Remnants of the incline can still be seen 

on the hillside above the former Queensbury Railway Station.  The station opened in 1878 

on the former Bradford, Halifax and Thornton Railway Station (HLC_PK 24085). The lines 

formed a triangle, one route leading from Bradford to Keighley, the other to Halifax. The 

railway entered tunnels to the east and west of the station. Queensbury lacked a tramway 

from Bradford so the railway would have been an important connection point.  The station 

closed in 1963.   

Black Dyke Mills had significantly expanded as a Worsted Mill by the late 19th century.  It 

became a large scale complex with several sheds, warehouses and ancillary buildings with 

mill ponds to the north and south of the town.  The mill was the town’s largest employer and 

probably accounts for the most of the terraced houses which developed.  Also present in the 

town core was a saw mill, gasometer and brick kiln.  

The town developed several zones of terraced houses in the late19th century an early 20th

century.  The area around the Queensbury core contains examples of small to medium scale 

grid-iron developments of through and back-to-back terraced houses as well as many 

individual rows of houses (HLC_PK 24238, 24270, 24271, 24811, etc.).  Several institutes 

were added at this time included the prestigious Victoria Hall with public rooms and public 

baths.  High Street, West End and Chapel Street further developed as part of the Victorian 

commercial core.  
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Of note are the two large villas with private parkland which were constructed to the east of 

Queensbury.  Littlemoor Park and Harrowins were built from the mid-19th century probably 

as industrialists’ mansions (HLC_PK 24254 & 24243).  

Figure 269. Black Dikes Mills. Queensbury. 2016

Figure 270. Mount Pleasant Street. Queensbury. 2016. Late Industrial Period terraced 

housing
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Figure 271. Detail of Queensbury’s Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

Queensbury developed as a suburb of Bradford in the 20th century with large estates built 

predominantly to the west of the town. Smaller scale inter war developments are found close 

to the town core (e.g. HLC_PK 24808) with larger post-war developments forming outer 

residential zones. The two largest estates occur to the north and south of West End.  One 

was built after the 1970s and the other during the 1960s (HLC_PK 24120 and 24117).  Both 

were built on previously undeveloped land. The area also included several post 1990 estates 

some within the core and some on the peripheries.  Mossy Bank Close was built in a former 

quarry (HLC_PK 24225). Lewis Close was built on the former cricket ground (HLC_PK 

24266), and, Cheriton Drive was built in the former ground to Park House (HLC_PK 24235_.    

The historic core retains much of its Industrial period character.  Black Dyke Mill is a 

dominating presence in the High Street area.  It is now under multiple occupancy.  The other 

buildings along High Street have a commercial character with a mix of vernacular cottages 

and Victorian shops and houses.  As High Street merges with Sand Beds (the road to 

Bradford) cottages line the southern half of the road and a prestigious 19th century 

warehouse and Victoria Hall are present to the north.  The route then gives way to Victorian 

terraces with the occasional cottage.  Both Villas in this area have been lost but the park 

boundaries are preserved by later development.  

Redevelopment in the core is piecemeal and small scale and the historic character remains 

strong. The eastern end of Chapel Street with the junction of Albert Road forms a small 

green.  The character here is village-like.  The George III Public Houses is three storey and 

displays blocked upstairs taking-in doors.  The area around the green has a mix of cottages, 

small institutes and Victorian terraces.  This early Industrial Period character terminates to 

the west with the Village Inn and its attached barn and dove cote.  The route west of High 

Street along West End is firmly Victorian as it passes Holy Trinity Church.  It then becomes a 

ribbon development of terraces and vernacular cottages as it passes through the folds 

described above.    
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Figure 272. Zone map of Queensbury’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale) 
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Rural hinterland 

Queensbury was built in a hill top position surrounded by surveyed enclosure probably of 

18th or early 19th century date.   Farms of the same date can be expected.  This area also 

contains the remains of quarrying, coal mining and extraction tips.  The landscape here is 

more ancient in the valleys of Clayton Beck, Shibden Dale and Strines Beck.   In both cases 

the preservation of 19th century field boundaries is good with little agglomeration and a well 

preserved distribution of historic farms.  

A number of early houses can be identified in the upper reached of the surrounding valleys.  

These include Hazel Hurst house in Shibden Dale and Folly Hall Farm House above Strines 

Beck both with 17th century dates (only one with separate HLC record HLC_PK 24938).   

The slopes above Clayton Beck is a rich historic area with lost medieval hamlets (West 

Scholes) and well preserved historic houses.  This area contains halls and farms of 17th and 

18th century origins (e.g. HLC_PK 38426).  Earlier foundations to some of the farms can be 

expected.
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4.2.23 Silsden
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Figure 273. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Silsden 

locality 
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Overview

Silsden is a village of ancient origins which developed as a small industrial town in the 18th

and 19th century and a dormer town in the 20th century.  The setting remains rural.  The 

village is located 18km north-west of the Bradford City core in the Township of Silsden (120 

AOD. OS ref 404154, 446486).  Silsden sits at the head of a valley down which flows Great 

Gill Beck with its many confluences with lesser streams which run from the surrounding hills.  

The beck runs in a north south direction for around 5km from Skipton Moor to the north to 

join Silsden Beck to the north of the village. The beck then joins the river Aire 1km south of 

Silsden.  Land rises to form the valley sides to the east and west of Silsden and drops gently 

to the south into the Aire Valley.  The village sits on both sides of the beck. The valley’s 

sides are relatively gentle in the vicinity of Silsden but become steeper towards the northern 

extent.  The village sits above a solid geology of the Millstone Grit Group of rocks.   

Historic core 

Silsden had a well-developed village core in the mid-19th century.  Kirkgate formed a main 

street (HLC_PK 30205).  At the northern end of Kirkgate the road split with a “Y” shaped 

arrangement into Briggate and Bridge Road (HLC_PK 30220). Here the settlement was 

more organic in form with irregular lanes and yard developments.  This area is the location 

for the 17th century Silsden Old Hall (HLC_PK 30247).  

“Siglesden” is mentioned in the Domesday survey of 1086.  The name, with various forms, 

occurs several time throughout the later medieval period (Smith. A.H. 1961. Part VI. p.19). 

The earliest building recorded in Silsden is a water powered corn mill which was situated to 

the south of the village in the 12th century (WYAAS. 2007).  Mid-19th century mapping 

depicts a large array of enclosed strip fields in the surrounding area which supports the idea 

that Silsden was a medieval village of at least local importance.  

The village contains several listed building which reflect Silsden’s post medieval 

development. The northern end of the village includes a late 16th century tithe barn, the 1682 

Silsden Old Hall, three 17th century cottages/houses, two 18th century farms and one barn, 

18th century town houses, late 18th to early 19th century cottages, the Church of St James of 

1816 and the Catholic church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel of c.1870.  Kirkgate contains two 

houses of 17th century origins, 18th century cottages and houses, features associated with 

late 18th century Leeds and Liverpool Canal and an 1867 worsted mill.  



633

The listed buildings describe a settlement with rural origins, a manorial centre which 

collected tithes, the post medieval development of Yeomans’ houses as a result of the 

domestic textile industry and redevelopment during the early Industrial Period with the 

construction of workshop-dwellings and the canal wharf with associated warehouses.  

Figure 274. Zone map of Silsden’s pre- to early Industrial Period settlement (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

On the mid-19th century OS 6” map, the only mechanised industry was found to the south of 

Silsden. These comprised the corn mill of possible ancient origins and Becks [Worsted] Mill 

from around the 1830s (HLC_PK 30290 & 30280). A small saw mill was also depicted 1.4km 

to the north of Silsden.  Silsden was engaged in craft industry in the early Industrial Period.  

Wool cloth production was endemic throughout the Bradford district from the 18th century 

and Silsden contained many domestic workshops.  Silsden also specialised in flax 

processing, tanning, leather work, shoe manufactory, clog making and nail making (WYAAS. 

2007).  There is evidence that much of this was carried out in the surrounding country side, 

with Silsden acting as a distribution centre. An early 19th nail maker’s workshop was 

identified at Cross Moor Farm (HLC_PK 20562). The Leeds Liverpool Canal had reached 

Silsden by 1772 and a small wharf developed (HLC_PK 30296).    Mechanised industry 

remained small scale until after the mid-19th century.  A small zone of industry developed in 

the wharf area which included the 1867 Waterloo [Worsted] Mill and the Canal Works which 

initially produced worsted cloth (HLC_PK 30262 & 30297).  The Airedale Shed Worsted Mill 

was built to the west of Kirkgate in 1871 (HLC_PK 30330).  This works expanded to become 

large scale with more than 1000 looms in the late 19th and early 20th century.  

Of particular interest to Silsden is the Silsden Reservoir and Water Treatment Works 

constructed by the Silsden UDC between 1854 and 1862. It is situated around 1km to the 

north of the village.  

Like other Bradford towns, Silsden developed zones of terraced houses in the late 19th and 

early 20th century. There were two large and distinct grid-iron development zones to the west 

of Kirkgate and to the north-east off Bolton Road (HLC_PK 30177, 30193, etc.).  Victorian 

and Edwardian terraces are represented. The expansion of the Airedale Shed could account 

for the large number of Edwardian terraces in these areas.  Silsden acquired a few small 

scale institutes during the later industrial period which included a town hall, schools, 

Mechanics’ institute, Sunday schools and chapels.  The Kirkgate and Briggate area 

developed a small commercial core. 
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Figure 275. Zone map of Silsden’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

20th century residential development forms a clear zones to the west, north and east of the 

village core. The inter war development is represented by a few rows or cul-de-sacs of 

houses (HLC_PK 30172, 30239, 30195, etc.).  Silsden Park was also established at this time 

between 1919 and 1934 to the east of the village (HLC_PK 30153) 
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The post-war development is larger in scale forming three distinct estates. The Dradishaw 

Road Estate to the west is a social housing development of early post-war date (HLC_PK 

20512).  To the east of Silsden in the Ings Way area is a large estate of private housing built 

in the 1970s or 80s (HLC_PK 20434 & 30168). In the Hillcrest Avenue area to the north of 

the village is a second estate of c.1970s or 80s date with a few houses which may belong to 

a post-war phase of development (HLC_PK 30184, 30157 & 30157). All were built on 

previously undeveloped agricultural land.   

Silsden also contains post 1990 development. St John's Close was built after 2002 on the 

site of a post-war industrial estate (HLC_PK 30333). Other developments occur as new 

builds on previously undeveloped land such as the Hawsworth Road estate to the south of 

the village or the High green Drive estate to the north, both are later 20th century (HLC_PK 

30260 & 30186).

Airedale Mews was built after 2002 on the site of the Airedale Shed.  Canal Works and 

Waterloo Mill both survive and are reoccupied. The 19th century corn mill partial survives 

reused as a builders’ yard.  Becks Mill became derelict in the late 20th century.  

An industrial zone developed south of the canal in the 20th century. A textile mill was 

established to the west of Keighley Road around the 1920s. This was replaced by a large 

scale printing works in the 1980s (H_PC 30276). On the eastern side of Keighley Road, 

Cobbydale [Textile] Mills were built in the 1950s. The mill later became an engineering works 

(HLC_PK 30261). To the south of this, Marsel House was established in 1976 producing 

bespoke merchandising stands (HLC_PK 30282). The Marrtree Business Park was also 

established in this area after 1996 (HLC_PK 20484).  

The historic core of Silsden retains much of its industrial period development with a mix of 

vernacular cottages and Victorian terraced houses and shops. The Bridge Street area has a 

rural village character with Industrial Period vernacular cottages and a few earlier historic 

dwellings. Shops, small institutes and cottages run the length of Kirkgate as far as the canal 

wharf. A few yard developments to the rear of Kirkgate also survive retaining their vernacular 

workshop character. 20th century redevelopment consists of one or two individual buildings 

of early 20th century date.  The cluster of canal warehouses and sheds in the wharf area also 

survive with good cohesion. The surviving 19th century mills in this area contribute to the 

character rather than being an eyesore. 
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Figure 276. Zone map of Silsden’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland

 The former medieval open field system surrounding Silsden has largely been redeveloped 

with 20th century housing estates.  An area survives to the south adjacent to the canal and to 

the west in the Brunthwaite direction.  In these areas there is good preservation of 19th

century enclosure pattern with only partial agglomeration.  The field to the south in the 

direction entering the Aire Valley probably represent valley floor meadows.  The fields are 

larger in scale and demonstrate 19th and 20th century agglomeration.  The farms in this area 

are distributed with a low density.  One has a late 18th century date (HLC_PK 20447). The 

valley sides to the east and west of Silsden contain small irregular enclosures which 

represent either assarting or piecemeal enclosure.   The eastern side is steeper, rising to the 

unenclosed Addingham Moor. Piecemeal enclosure gives way to intake farms and some 

surveyed enclosure on the moorland edge.  One or two farms have a 17th century date.  For 

example North End Farm which is situated close to the moor; a probable 17th century intake 

farm (HLC_PK 20423). Other farms have a confirmed 18th century date. Similarly, the valley 

to the west and north has a fairly high density of farms, many of 17th century date (e.g. Low 

Bracken Hill Farm, HLC_PK 20461). On the whole, the rural hinterland of Silsden retains 

much of its ancient character. 
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4.2.24 Steeton 
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Figure 277. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Steeton 

locality 
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Overview

Steeton is a village of ancient origins which became urbanised largely in the 20th century.  

Steeton is located 17.5km north west of the Bradford City centre in the Township of Steeton 

with Eastburn (100 AOD. OS ref 403359, 444423). The village sits in a rural setting on the 

lower slopes of Steeton Moor. The land slopes gently down to the north-east towards the 

River Aire valley which is around 1km wide at this point.   The village is situated at an 

ancient crossing point of the river. The land to the south rises steeply to the north to Steeton 

Moor. The settlement sits on a solid geology of the Millstone Grit Group of rocks.  

Steeton has the sister settlement of Eastburn, a hamlet situated 1.4km to the east. 

Historic core 

Steeton is a village probably of Saxon origin (WYAAS. 2007). “Stiuetune” is mentioned in the 

Domesday Survey of 1086. Documents of the 13th century suggest the village held a manor 

and a chapel. The site of the chapel is unknown but may have been associated with the 

manor. Records of 1538 reveal Steeton had 26 tenants, a manor and a mill.  The present 

Steeton Hall of 1662 may have been built on the site of the medieval manorial hall (HLC_PK 

30027).

The street pattern of the historic core of Steeton has a “T” shaped arrangement.  The streets 

on mid-19th century mapping correspond with the east-west High Street and its continuation 

onto Chapel Road and the north-south route of Mill Lane with its continuation on to St. 

Stephen’s Road. Here the settlement is most dense on mid-19th century OS Mapping and 

the street pattern is more organic in form (HLC_PK 30103).   

The St Stephen’s Road end of the village is the location of the Steeton manorial hall and 

probably the early chapel.  There are several listed buildings in this area which include 

Steeton Hall of early 17th century origins, and an additional  hall of 1674 date, 18th and 19th 

century farms, an early 19th century barn, the Church of Stephen of 1881 and a Sunday 

school dated to 1896 (HLC_PK 30027, 30023 & 30034).  

The High Street contains three listed buildings. They comprise a mid-17th century house (re-

fronted) and two early 17th century houses. Woodlands Mill of 1820 is also listed.  The mill is 

situated 200m south of High Street.   

The listed buildings demonstrate a continuation of settlement in the historic core area from at 

least the early medieval period and perhaps earlier. They suggest a rural village where the 

hall was of key economic importance into the 17th and 18th century.
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The focus of the village changed after 1752 with the construction of the Keighley and Kendal 

Trust Turnpike Road (now Keighley Road and Skipton Main Road).  It cut through Mill Lane 

running parallel to High Street.  A small core developed around the junction of Keighley 

Road and Mill Lane (HLC_PK 30107).  Station Road which runs north to Silsden was also 

likely to have been an 18th or 19th century addition.  

Figure 278. Zone map of Steeton‘s historic core (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

The Steeton corn mill depicted on mid-19th century OS mapping possibly originated as a 

manorial corn mill.  It was situated at the northern end of Mill Lane near the junction of 

Keighley Road adjacent to Steeton Beck.  The only other mechanised industry identified on 

mapping at this time was Woodland [Worsted] Mill to the south of the village.  There were 

also a few sandstone quarries in the surrounding countryside.  The mill expanded during the 

latter half of the 19th century but remained the most significant industry.  The village probably 
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had a craft industry and may have been involved in domestic textile production in the early 

Industrial Period.  Later 19th century OS mapping also describes a malt house, timber yard 

and a few small workshops.  

The village acquired a few new terraces in the latter half of the 19th century but these 

occurred as rows rather than the large scale grid-iron development seen in other Bradford 

towns. Workers’ settlement came slightly later in the Edwardian period. The village gained a 

few small grid-iron developments off Keighley Road/Skipton Road and around High Street 

(HLC_PK 30037, 30051, 30109, 30117 & 30104).  Other additions at this time included a few 

village institutes such as St. Stephen’s Church, a school and the occasional commercial 

building including a cooperative society warehouse on High Street. 

Perhaps of equal significance was the introduction of the Steeton railway station in 1847 

forming part of the Leeds and Bradford Extension Railway (HLC_PK 26272). The railway 

had a goods yard which probably also served the slightly larger settlement of Silsden to the 

north.  The railway may have encouraged commuter settlement in Steeton. A few villas were 

built in the village at this time.   
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Figure 279. Zone map of Steeton’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale)
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20th century and beyond 

Steeton has clear zones of 20th century residential development. Interwar examples are 

small scale and occur on Keighley Road to the east and west of the village with a small 

group to the south off Barrows Lane (e.g. HLC_PK 26273, 30052, 30048 & 30096). Post-war 

examples are large scale with estates to the west of the village. The largest is a contiguous 

development of semi-detached houses around Thornhill Road built around the 1970s 

(HLC_PK 30009). The Williams Road estate is a smaller c.1950s or 60s estate to the south 

of Keighley Road (HLC_PK 30008). Most developments occurred on previously 

undeveloped agricultural land.  There is also a large area of allotments south of High Street 

which were established in the post-war period.  Post 1990 development is small scale, often 

occurring as redevelopment of earlier sites, such as Bobbin Mill Court built on part of the 

Woodland Mill complex (HLC_PK 30101).  The early mill body survives but now converted to 

flats.  

The Airedale General Hospital was built 600m to the west of Steeton in 1965 (HLC_PK 

20495).  This is a large scale hospital covering an area of 17 hectares.  The hospital was 

built on agricultural land. 

There is a large industrial zone to the north of Steeton forming the outer conurbation 

between the village and railway.  Industrial works were established here in 1941 with the 

construction of a World War II munitions factory (Royal Ordnance Factory No.22. HLC_PK 

30042).  Production ceased in March 1945 and part of the works became a clothing 

manufacturer.  The rest of the site is largely derelict or recently redeveloped with housing.  

The area contains world war two relicts such as sheds and listed pill boxes.  The industrial 

zone expanded to the east around the 1980s with the construction of a business park 

(HLC_PK 30026). 

The historic core of Steeton demonstrates good survival of industrial period character with a 

mix of early 19th century terraces and a few vernacular cottages, farms and small scale 

institutes.   The construction of the A629 to the north in the late 20th century created a 

bypass which helped preserve the village character.  

Rural hinterland

The rural hinterland of Steeton provides only hints of medieval strip fields visible on mid-19th

century mapping which were found to the west of the village.  There was rather piecemeal 

enclosure which gave way to valley floor meadows to the north and intakes on Steeton Moor 

to the south.  The moor had been entirely enclosed by the mid-19th century with large named 

allotment plots.  The hillside above Steeton was largely wooded with small irregular fields 
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which probably represent piecemeal enclosure or assarts. A large field to the north west of 

Steeton was private parkland associated with Steeton Hall. It is possible that the park had 

origins as a deer park associated with the manor house (though more likely to have been 

18th or 19th century landscaping).   The Hospital, Business Park and 20th century housing 

have redeveloped much of the land to the immediate north of the village.  Away from 

development the survival of boundaries depicted on mid-19th century mapping is good with 

little agglomeration or reorganisation. The valley floor meadows contains no farms. 

Settlement begins on the southern slopes and extends to the enclosed moorland to the 

south. Few farms are listed in this area. The farms on the slopes at lower elevations might 

demonstrate earlier origins, some perhaps with preserved 17th century building fabric.  

The settlement of Eastburn requires special consideration.  Eastburn was a sister settlement 

to Steeton which shared common pasture in the middle ages.  Steeton had 26 tenants in 

1583, whereas Eastburn had 9.  Eastburn qualifies as a small village or at least a medieval 

hamlet (WYAAS. 2007).  19th century Eastburn had a pub, cottages, a few terraces and the 

Eastburn [Worsted] Mill (HLC_PK 30069). The core largely survives but has become 

subsumed by development along the Skipton Main Road. 
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4.2.25 Thornton 
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Figure 280. 

Zone study 

area map 

of the 

Thornton

locality
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Overview

Thornton is a small rural industrial town situated 6km to the west of Bradford in the Township 

of Thornton.  It occupies a hillside position (c.250m AOD. OS ref 409,963 432,755) with the 

land descending to Pinch Beck to the south and rising to Thornton Heights to the north.  It 

stands in isolation among piecemeal and surveyed enclosure.  The town ship is entirely 

situated on the Pennine Lower Coal Measures. 

Historic core 

Thornton’s historic settlement core extends the length of Market Street, Kipping Lane and 

along part of Alderscholes Lane and West Lane.  Buildings type consists predominantly of 

pre 1775 settlement and 1775 to 1850 Industrial Period settlement.  This area has the most 

organic street plan and the greatest number of listed buildings.  There are strong indications 

that Thornton was established as a settlement in medieval times and that these streets 

represent a medieval core.   

Figure 281. Zone map. Detail of Thornton’s historic core (not to scale) 
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 ‘Torentune’ is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 with several later references to a 

settlement here from the Middle Ages (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part II. p. 271). Development along 

Market Street is linear becoming more organic towards the western end. Development on 

either side falls within narrow plots which run perpendicular to Market Street and suggest the 

presence of medieval croft and toft plots. There are also hints of medieval strip fields in the 

surrounding land.  

The settlement area contains twenty eight listed buildings which attests to the historic 

development of the town. The original ancient church of St James was built between 1587 

and 1612 but may have replaced a medieval chapel. Listed buildings also include Kipping 

House to the western end of the town on Lower Kipping Lane, dating to the 17th or 18th 

century, altered buildings of 17th century origin on Market Street, cottages dated to 1757 

and an early 19th century barn. The village demonstrates continued development, at least 

from the post medieval period. The majority of the houses date from the 18th and early 19th 

century. This is a reflection of the unprecedented growth in industry in the 18th and 19th

century, particularly in extraction and the textile industry. Of particular importance to the 

Thornton district is quarrying and coal mining, this led to the creation of many of Thornton’s 

surrounding hamlets. The subsequent rise in the population of Thornton led to the building 

houses, cottages, shops and new institutes, such as the Kipping Independent Chapel on 

Market Street. The construction of the Thornton Road turnpike in 1826 (WYAAS. Undated. 

Thornton Conservation Area description) led to a change in the emphasis in the town core, 

the new road became the focus of development. Market Street and Kipping Lane became 

back lanes which probably helped preserve the historic character. The surviving character in 

this area is strongly Georgian or Regency with a mix of vernacular features and later styling. 

There is a mix of commercial and domestic architecture. New builds and modification are 

inevitable, but despite this the historic character of the historic core remains strong (town 

core HLC reference: HLC_PK 36990). 
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Figure 282. Detail of Thornton’s Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

Thornton is a village in two parts. Market Street has the character of a medieval village 

altered piecemeal in the post medieval and Industrial Period.  The settlement along Thornton 

Road has the appearance of and linear industrial town dating from after 1826.  

The road contains a number of early 19th century terraces and villas.  The Victorian 

commercial character becomes more developed at the western end of the settlement at the 

junction of Thornton Road and Kipping Lane with pubs and shops.   St James Parish Church 

was built on Thornton Road in 1870 (HLC_PK 19092).  There are a number of mills (all 

disused) in the village perimeters.  The most notable is Prospect Mill (HLC_PK 36741) which 

was built to the south of Thornton Road 1848.  This is a large complex with several ranges 

including mills, warehouses, ancillary buildings and associated terraces.  One mill body was 

destroyed by fire recently in 2015.  There is a clear zone of Industrial Period terraced 

housing forming a grid iron development to the west end of the village.  A small zone of villas 

is also present to the north along West Lane and east along Thornton Road.   

Thornton’s prominence as a town grew with the introduction to GNR Bradford and Thornton 

railway in 1878.  The town had a station, station hotel and sidings. This promoted local 

industry and the growth of Thornton as a commuter town.  The station site has been 

redeveloped as a school (HLC_PK 36686) 

Of particular economic relevance to Thornton is the extraction industry, with both quarrying 

and coal mining.  Upper heights preserves a number of large scale delfs. Both the hill top 

and valleys to the north and south of Thornton contain a number of disused collieries.   This 

area of Bradford is notable for single storey two unit cottages associated with historic 

extraction. A few were identified in the Thornton district. 

Despite some later redevelopment, the Industrial Period zone of Thornton remains fairly 

cohesive.  

20th century and beyond 

The redevelopment of Market Street and Thornton Road has been small scale piecemeal in 

the 20th century with both commercial and residential redevelopment. Only the plots 

immediately adjacent to the south of Thornton Road were redeveloped. The ancient field 

seems is largely preserved in this area.  There is a clear zone of 20th century housing 

estates surrounding earlier developmental zones to the north of the village. The town’s pre-

war estates are present at the east and west end. A large zone of post-war housing occupies 

the central area of the zone.  Post 1990 housing occurs on a former quarry site on the edge 

of Thornton heights and in a small estate built on undeveloped land to the immediate north 
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of the village core (HLC_PK 36720).  There are no active historic quarries or mills within the 

study area map and modern industry is limited to small workshops.  The railway line was 

closed to transport in 1955 but as recently reopened as a cycle route crossing the former 

viaduct to the south. 
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Figure 283. Zone map of Thornton’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)



655

Rural hinterland 

There are two notable early buildings with 600m of the historic core. Thornton Hall (HLC_PK 

19069) and Headley Hall (HLC_PK 19014).  Thornton Hall is the closest to the town. This is 

a grade II listed 17th century hall house situated at the south eastern end of the town.  

Headley Hall is Elizabethan, a slightly earlier date.  The hall is detached from the village by a 

small valley (around 600m away) although it sits in a prominent position when viewed from 

the village.  There are a number of small farms in the surrounding fields.  Holye Ing House 

(HLC_PK 38364) to the east of the village probably has a late 15th to early 16th century date.  

Other examples are likely. Many, if not most, have a pre 19th century date. Within the map 

area there are three settlement concentrations; Hilltop and Thornton Heights occupying 

elevated positions to the west and School Green to the east. Ribbon developments of pre 

1850 settlement also occurs, Alderscholes Lane and Green Lane both running down the 

valley to the south of the village.  These roads were probably of greater importance before 

the turnpike altered the focus of the village.  Much of the nucleated settlement in the 

Thornton hinterland is probably of late 18th to early 19th century.  Many are vernacular 

cottages which display the long rows of mullioned windows associated with domestic textile 

production.   Cottages were built at this time and earlier farms were adapted.  One or of the 

pre 1850 cottages may also have associations with mining. 

Figure 284. Hill Top. Thornton. 2015. Late 18th to early 19th century cottages 
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4.2.26 Tong 
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Figure 285. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Tong 

locality 
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Overview

Tong is a rural village of ancient origins set amongst open countryside around 1.5km away 

from the nearest urban conurbation.  The village is situated around 7.6km south east of the 

Bradford City core in the Township of Tong (160m AOD. OS ref 422123, 430,580). Tong is 

situated in a hill top position on a spur of land connected by a narrow neck of land to Tong 

Moor to the south west.  The land drops on all other sides to Holme Beck to the north-west, 

Pudsey Beck to the north and east and Tong Beck to the south.  The land is largely 

agricultural or wooded on the valley sides, though the historical Tong Park dominates the 

land to the north west of the village.  Tong sits on a solid geology of the Pennine Lower Coal 

Measures Group of rocks. 

Historic core 

Tong is a village in a linear arrangement (HLC_PK 33159). Tong Lane forms the village high 

street. Tong has a church, a manor house and even a cricket club. The villages dates to the 

medieval period or even earlier. Tong’s Church of St James produced archaeological 

evidence of a pre-Norman church, with a later church of c.1140 which was in turn replaced 

by the current church in 1727 (HLC_PK 33161). “Tuinc” was named in the Domesday 

Survey of 1086, and the village, with many variations of the name, was mentioned several 

times in the later medieval period (Smith. A.H. 1961. Part II. p.31). The fields to the north 

and south of the village have a long and narrow form with serpentine boundaries. These are 

suggestive of enclosed medieval strip fields, a feature commonly associated with medieval 

villages.   

Tong Park is situated to the north west of the village.  The park is a feature associated with 

Tong Hall.  From times prior to the Norman Conquest until the mid-20th century, Tong was a 

manorial village.  The original Tong Hall was most likely a half-timbered hall of c.13th century 

date.  In 1700 Tong Hall burned down.  The hall was probably located on a field marked on a 

1725 plan of the estate as ‘Hall Flatt’.  The estate was held most notably by the Tempest 

family between 1555 and 1941, who controlled the development of the village and resisted 

its industrialisation and expansion (HLC_PK 33159).  Sir George Tempest, 2nd Baronet of 

Tong, commissioned Theophilus Shelton, a gentleman architect to build a new Hall. The new 

building was completed in 1702 and remodelled in 1773.  Many of the other buildings in the 

estate were built or rebuilt by Sir George Tempest including St James’ Church, the former 

school, farmsteads and estate cottages giving Tong a consistent 18th century estate village 

character (HLC_PK 20303).  Field boundaries with Tong Park respect the alignment of the 

enclosed medieval field system, suggesting that existing fields were enlarged to create the 

park, probably during the 18th century. 
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The village contains several listed buildings which include two 17th century Yeoman’s hall-

houses, 17th and 18th century farm houses, 18th and 19th century estate cottages, a late 18th

to early 19th century school hall, the church of 1727 and the Grey Hound Public House built 

in the early 19th century as part of the Tong estate.  Tong Hall and some estate features are 

also listed. The buildings demonstrate a continuation of development from at least the early 

post medieval period and a remodelling in the 18th and early 19th century as a rural village.   

Figure 286. Zone map of the Tong’s historic settlement (not to scale) 

Industrial Period development 

The Tong Hall estate was deliberately preserved as a country estate during the Industrial 

Period and managed to avoid any of development which is typical in other Bradford towns 

and villages.  Industry was prevalent however. The surrounding fields, particular to the south 

of the village held several small coal pits in the mid-19th century.  Far Tong [Coal and Iron 

Stone] Colliery was established 1km to the east of the Village on Tong Lane by the late 19th

century. The colliery was large enough to have surface structures which included an engine 

house and mineral tramway which led nearly 6km to the west to the Bowling Iron Works. 

This was an ambitious construction which passed at least three other collieries and entered 
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a 500m tunnel at Dudley Hill.  The railway has left only a faint trace in the modern 

landscape.  

Quarries were also present in the local landscape. Cockers Dale to the south of the village, 

down which flows Tong Beck, was the location for Middle Mill corn mill and Lower Mill 

(woollen).  Both were disused by the end of the 19th century. The corn mill may be of historic 

significance as the village’s manorial corn mill, although this is largely speculation.   It was a 

small water powered mill situated at the southern end of Mill Lane. The area remains 

undisturbed by modern development.  Pudsey Beck to the north contained the mid to late 

19th century Park Mills (worsted) and the per-1850 Union Bridge Mills (woollen) (HLC_PK 

43827 & 45578). The two latter mills both survive but are reused.  This industry had little 

impact on Tong village. 

Figure 287. Zone map of the Tong’s later Industrial Period features (not to scale) 



661

20th century and beyond 

The impact of the 20th century is equally slight. There are only two small cul-de-sac 

developments both running off Tong Lane within the village core. Nettleton Close built in the 

former Tong Hall kitchen gardens and Hill Green Court on the site of earlier village houses.  

Both are cul-de-sacs are post 1990 (HLC_PK 33163 & 33168).   The third development is on 

Dawson Lane and contains individual houses of mixed post-war periods. Manor Farm at the 

south east end of the village was constructed around the 1970s or 80s on former agricultural 

land (HLC_PK 32237).  The Tong Village Hotel is situated at the western end of the village in 

an enlarged a 19th century villa (HLC_PK 33158). Tong Garden Centre, west along Tong 

Lane was established in the early 1990s on former enclosed land and provides a popular 

weekend leisure destination (HLC_PK 20328). The nearest urban development is around 1.5 

km to the south at Tong Street and to the north at Fulneck.  

There has been some redevelopment along Tong Lane within the village core but this is 

small scale and piecemeal.  Tong retains its strong 18th and 19th century estate village 

character while displaying good evidence of earlier dwellings.  

The Rural Hinterland 

The rural hinterland of presented a mix of enclosed strip fields to the south and possibly to 

the north of the village and historic parkland to the north-west. The valley slopes were 

partially woodland with some fields displaying more erratic boundaries reminiscent of 

assarting.  There has been some agglomeration in the 20th century; the northwest-southeast 

alignment of the strip fields is still identifiable. There has also been slight loss of woodland 

since the 19th century.

Tong Park was largely given over to pasture in the early 1940s leaving a reduced area of 

formal parkland in the vicinity of the Hall, which by this time lost much of its formal layout. 

The historic park perimeters are preserved.  

The countryside around Tong contains a number of historic farms. Ryecroft Hall Farm, Gill 

Stubbing Farm, Raikes Hall 900m to the east and Scholebrook Farm to the west of Tong are 

all 17th century in date (HLC_PK 32161, 32163, 32173, 20329, 20329). Scholebrook may be 

a hamlet of medieval origins.  
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4.2.27 Undercliffe 
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Figure 288. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Undercliffe 

locality 
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Overview

Undercliffe is a suburb of Bradford largely of Victorian character surrounded by a late 20th

century urban conurbation.  The settlement is situated on the north eastern side of the 

Bradford Dale above Bradford Beck.  The historic core of Undercliffe was in an elevated 

position on Black Hill at the western end of Eccleshill Moor.  The Victorian settlement spread 

on the lower slopes to the west and south of the early core.  Old Undercliffe is situated 

2.5km north-east of the Bradford City centre in the Township of Bradford (200 AOD. OS ref 

417666, 434791).  The area is situated above a solid geology of the Pennine Lower Coal 

Measure Group of rocks.

Historic core 

Undercliffe is probably not of ancient origins.  Mid-19th century OS mapping depicts 

Undercliffe as a simple linear development on the eastern side of Idle Road which ran for 

around 400m in a north-south direction. Immediately to the east was Eccles Hill Moor 

displaying intakes and to the west, the slopes of a valley formed a horseshoe shaped 

embayment. The surrounding country side was rural with folds and isolated farms and 

cottages.  Settlement also extended eastwards along a branch of the Killingham and 

Harrogate Turnpike of 1752.  Later 19th century mapping more clearly shows a few yard 

developments of terraced cottages, a small Sunday school and three inns (two were situated 

on the turnpike possibly as travellers’ inns).  The character appears to be of the early 

Industrial Period, though one or two buildings with odd alignments hint at earlier origins, 

perhaps as a moorland edge folds.   The reason why Undercliffe developed as an industrial 

hamlet may relate to the local extraction industry. Coal-pits were present in the mid-19th

century 600m south east.  There was also a brick kiln in this vicinity.  Nearer to Undercliff 

was a sandstone quarry and 850m to the north was Manor Pottery (HLC_PK 21759). No 

building are listed in this area, though an inspection on the Google Maps Street View 

resource (2016) of Idle Road reveals early terraces, vernacular cottages and at least one 

row of single storey cottages often associated with late 18th to early 19th century extraction in 

Bradford.

The only hint of ancient origins comes with Bolton House 500m to the west (see below). This 

is a 19th century house which may have had origins as a manor house.   
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Figure 289. Zone map of Undercliffe‘s historic core (not to scale). Historic mapping insert: © 
and database right Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights 

reserved 2016) Licence numbers 000394 and TP0024 

Industrial Period development 

Undercliffe is famed not for industry but rather as a suburban development.  The area 

contains two large planned ornamental landscapes from the latter half of the 19th century.  

Both sit within the horseshoe embayment on the hillside.  Peel Park was situated to the north 

and was Bradford’s first public park which opened in 1863. The land had previously been 

private parkland associated with Bolton House. The house was built during the period 1800-

30, and was probably a rebuild of an earlier manor house (HLC_PK 16363). Bolton House 

survives to the northern end of the park (HLC_PK 16364).  The park contains ponds which 

originated as fishponds possibly associated with the ancient house. The park was formal in 

its design and still retains its Victorian character.  Bradford Cemetery was established on the 

southern side of the embayment (HLC_PK 16141). The cemetery is of national importance 

due to the quality of monuments and its connection with important historical figures of 

Bradford’s industrial period. The cemetery was constructed in 1854 by the Bradford 

Cemetery Company as a response to health reforms designed to tackle the poor living 

conditions of industrial Bradford.  The cemetery was designed and laid out by a notable 
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designer, William Gay.  It is considered by some to be Gay’s best work and to contain some 

of the finest funerary monuments in the country. It contains many prestigious graves of 19th

century Bradford’s elite. 

The nearest large scale industry to old Undercliffe was in the Bradford Beck Valley in the 

Wapping area 1.6km to the west.  Undercliffe developed zones of late 19th century Industrial 

Period housing on a fairly large scale none the less.  A clue to the area’s rise as an Industrial 

Period suburb is the tramway which led from the Town Hall Square in Bradford, past the 

cemetery, then terminated at the Green Man Inn on Otley Road. Terraced houses developed 

along the entire length of its winding route. The park and cemetery form centre pieces for the 

settlement.  The area is unusual because public parks were often the focal point for middle-

class villa development.  Although villas are prevalent, they are significantly outnumbered by 

terraced houses from the Victorian and Edwardian periods.  Examples of higher status 

housing can be found to the north of Peel Park (e.g. HLC_PK 16109).   

Undercliffe developed a small commercial core along Otley Road from the junction of Idle 

Road.  The area contained small rows of shops along with a few earlier pubs and terraced 

cottages. The area also gained a chapel, school, bowling green and cricket ground during 

the later Industrial Period (HLC_PK 16051, 22401, 22402 & 21461).  

Figure 290. Undercliffe Cemetery. 2014
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Figure 291. Zone map of Undercliffe’s 

later Industrial Period development (not 

to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

There is a tight zone of 1930s housing estates around nearly all sides the workers’ housing 

settlement zones (HLC_PK 21954, 21746, 21760).  These are semi-detached house 

suburbs. Undercliff seems to have been the focus of some relatively larger scale 

development in the Interwar period.  Interwar estates can also be found further afield such 

as the 1920s geometrically arranged Mortimer Avenue estate 1km to the south east 

(HLC_PK 21336).  Post-war development continued on a fairly large scale expanding the 

urban peripheries of Bradford. Development was large scale on previously undeveloped land 

or smaller scale filling in the gaps between earlier developments.  Post 1990 development is 

small scale and infrequent, often redeveloping earlier sites, such as Scholar Walk built in the 

1990s on the site of a school (HLC_PK 23391).  The Undercliffe area also has two post 1990 

schools with similar occurrences.  The park, cemetery, cricket club and the 1906 Bradford 

Moor Golf Club are now entirely surrounded by urban development (golf club record: 

HLC_PK 15820).  The nearest agricultural land is 1km east at Fagley.  

The largest industrial works in Undercliffe is the Oxford works just north of the Victorian 

commercial street (HLC_PK 27534). This is mid-20th century in a 0.7 hectare site.  

The Victorian and Georgian cores of Undercliffe survive with good cohesion.  Otley Road still 

retains shops and terraces with the occasional villa.  The Green Man is still in use as a pub 

with the same name. There has been some 20th century residential and commercial 

redevelopment but this is small scale and piecemeal. Idle Road has terraced houses to the 

south and Georgian cottages to the north.  The areas of terraces also demonstrate good 

survival, if anything, the number of terraces in grid-iron development increased during the 

early 20th century.  Loss has been small scale.  Peel Park retains most of its Victorian 

features.  Undercliffe Cemetery went through a period of dereliction after the liquidation of 

the Bradford Cemetery Company in 1977, its importance has been recognised and the site 

has now been made a conservation and a registered cemetery area.  
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Figure 292. Zone map of Undercliffe’s 20th century to recent urban development (not to scale) 
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Rural hinterland

Old Undercliffe was originally situated at the edge of Eccleshill Moor which had been 

enclosed by the mid-19th century.  Surveyed enclosure which gave way to the enclosed strip 

fields of Eccles Hill were present to the east. The land sloped down to Bradford Beck to the 

west with piecemeal enclosure. One or two farms were present in this location and on the 

moorland edge.  Historic farms and folds do survive subsumed by latter urban development.  

Hodgson’s Fold 1km to the north east contains a house of 17th century date (HLC_PK 

21956). Walnut Farm 1km to the west is of later 18th to early 19th century date (HLC_PK 

22603). Low Fold to the north-east of Peel Park demonstrates the survival of buildings from 

the before 1850. 
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4.2.28 Wibsey 
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Figure 293. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Wibsey 

locality 
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Overview

Wibsey originated as a rural village of ancient origins, which became subsumed by the urban 

spread of Bradford in the 20th century to become a suburb.  Wibsey is situated 3km south-

south-west of the Bradford City core in the Township of North Bierley (230m AOD. OS ref 

415094, 430127).  Wibsey sits in an elevated position on the eastern side of the Wibsey 

Slack, a former area of upland common which was the source of historic coal extraction.   To 

the north east of Wibsey the land falls away sharply to Wibsey Bank after which the 

landscape becomes gentler as it slopes down into the Bradford Dale.  By the mid-19th

century Wibsey was connected by continuous development to three other settlements: 

Wibsey Bank and Ordsal Top to the east and Tordoff Green to the west. Wibsey sits above a 

solid geology of Pennine Lower Coal Measures.  

Historic core 

Wibsey in the mid-19th century had a clear core but it was unusual in its form.  It was 

essentially a linear development which followed a lane which incorporates the now named, 

Wibsey Bank, Holroyd Hill and Wibsey High Street along a 1km east-west route.  There were 

three distinct cores, from west to east: Wibsey, Wibsey Bank and Wibsey Bank Foot 

(HLC_PK 27795, 27652 & 27651).  The route at both ends exited on to upland common; 

Wibsey Slack to the west and Ordsal Top to the east.  Both commons were the focus of 

settlement which formed a ring around the common and large scale extraction activity.  The 

settlement on Wibsey Slack was named Tordoff Green, which had its own church by the 

mid-19th century.  The development of this time was early Industrial Period in character 

associated largely with the extractive industry.  It is likely that there was an historic core here 

before the Industrial Period in the Wibsey High Street area.  

“Wibetese” is recorded in the Domesday Survey of 1086. It was also recorded, through 

several variations of the name, many other times in the later medieval period (Smith. A.H. 

1961. Part III. p.10).    It is suggested that the High Street is the location of the earliest 

settlement because it is here that the street pattern has its most organic form and there is 

the evidence of early post medieval dwellings.  The medieval village probably had an 

associated open field system.  There are hints of former strip fields in the enclosure pattern 

to the north of the village in the mid-19th century.  The adjacent farmland was named North 

Field and South Field, the village also had a clearly defined area common land. The annual 

Wibsey Fair is recorded possibly as early as the 12 or 13th century 

Wibsey has many listed buildings.  In the High Street area they consist mainly of cottages, 

commercial buildings and institutes of the Industrial Period.  Early cottages associated with 

the Bradford District mining industry of the late 18th to early 19th century are typically one 
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storey and of one or two cells.  Wibsey has many of these.  Evidence of earlier origins 

comes in the form of three 17th century cottages on Chapel Street and High Street.  

Tordoff Green has listed vernacular cottages and terraces (some single storey), St Paul’s 

Church of 1838 and a c.1850 school. There is also a large house of mid-18th century date. At 

the Ordsal end are predominantly Industrial Period. This area also includes late 18th to early 

19th farms and houses.  

There are examples of Yeoman’s houses in the village and surrounding area which suggests 

local wealth and some involvement in the textile industry.  Wibsey may have acted as a 

commercial centre for this activity and then became the focus of early Industrial Period 

domestic textile production.  
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Figure 294. Zone map of Wibsey‘s historic core (not to scale) 
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Industrial Period development 

Wibsey Slack and Ordsal Moor were both heavily mined for coal and iron stone by the mid-

19th century. Many mine shafts were also found in surrounding agricultural land. In addition 

to many isolated coal pits, Wibsey Moor Colliery and Ordsal Moor Colliery had been 

established by this time.  Both had mineral railways associated with the 1789 Low Moor Iron 

Works to the south east (HLC_PK 23126).  This was an extensive early Industrial Period 

landscape.  These features are largely not recorded by the HLC as they often have a 

significant later landscape presence.  The homes of the miners do survive and these form 

part of the Wibsey historic core and are found in the surrounding countryside as well 
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Figure 295. Model of 
the Low Moor Iron 
Works associated 
extractive landscape 
c.1850 (not to scale). 
Historic mapping 
background: © and 
database right Crown 
Copyright and 
Landmark Information 
Group Ltd (all rights 
reserved 2016) 
Licence numbers 
000394 and TP0024 
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Wibsey was involved in other types of industry. A wind powered corn mill was depicted to the 

north of High Street.  Sandstone quarrying was also prevalent.  To the south of Hill Street 

was Folly Hill [Worsted] Mill (HLC_PK 27801). Wibsey village underwent a transformation in 

the latter half of the 19th century when various new mill were constructed.  These comprised: 

Perseverance Mill, Prospect Mill, Woodroyd Mill, Acre Works and Bankfoot Mills (HLC_PK 

23504, 26206, 27396, 27396 & 26212).  Coll Mill was also constructed to the south of Ordsal 

Top (HLC_PK 22879). All were worsted mills. Wibsey also gained one new colliery during 

this time, South Field Pit to the south of the village (HLC_PK 22892). The last mill to be built 

was Park View Mill established in Wibsey Slack in 1925 (HLC_PK 24879).    

Wibsey gained a few terraced houses in the later 19th century, but no large scale grid-iron 

developments found in other parts of Bradford.  Rather, there were individual rows built in a 

piecemeal fashion.  The largest Wibsey terraced house grid-iron development was adjacent 

to St. Paul’s Church (HLC_PK 27667). A second larger scale development was present to 

the east north of Wibsey Bank Foot off Manchester Road (HLC_PK 23561).  Manchester 

Road formed a development corridor of later Industrial Period workers’ houses which was 

continuous to Bradford centre by this point.  There was a tram turning circle at Wibsey Bank 

Foot.  Wibsey Park was opened in 1885 to the west of the village (HLC_PK 23082).  A 

second park, Harold Park, was opened to the south of Wibsey in 1885 (HLC_PK 22898).  A 

few small institutes were added at this time, such as schools, and High Street developed as 

a commercial core.  The setting remained rural, though much affected by mining.   
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Figure 296. Zone map of Wibsey’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 
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20th century and beyond 

Wibsey underwent a process of suburbanisation during the 20th century.  It is now entirely 

surrounded on all sides by housing estates and is now part of Bradford through continuous 

development.  The largest estates in the vicinity of Wibsey are from the Interwar period: 

Hawes Avenue, Watty Hall Road, Smith Avenue and Reevey Drive (HLC_PK 23576, 23708, 

22892 & 23081). These were built on undeveloped land, some in the area of the former strip 

fields. Post-war development close to Wibsey is small in scale, filling in the undeveloped 

gaps. Further afield, beyond the Interwar development, they form an outer zone of large 

estates.  Post 1990 residential development follows a similar pattern.  

Of the mills, Acre Works and Perseverance Mill are extant.  Prospect Mill, Bankfoot Mills and 

Coll Mill been demolished and the sites redeveloped as housing. 

Industrial period development from Wibsey Bank to High Street demonstrates good survival. 

Vernacular cottages of pre c.1850 date line both sides of Holroyd Road with occasional 

Victorian terraces and shops. The character becomes more Victorian westward along 

Holroyd Road which remains largely residential.  There are a few shops probably through 

later conversion.  There has been partial redevelopment here but this is small scale and 

piecemeal.  The commercial core starts at the beginning of High Street with Market Tavern.  

The bend in the road slightly west of the tavern forms a small green area (though now 

dominated by the road).  This area contains evidence of 16th century dwellings, vernacular 

cottages and Victorian houses.  The area to the south of the “green” has been redeveloped 

with modern flats. High Street contains Georgian cottages (some single storey) and rows of 

Victorian shops.  The industrial character shows good cohesion, though it has been reduced 

by modern shop re-fronting.  The road is now a busy thoroughfare which further reduces the 

village atmosphere. The plots to the rear of High Street contain well preserved yard 

developments.  The commercial character with shops and a Liberal club continues 

westwards along Fair Road, although here it is more Victorian.  The modern cooperative 

store at the junction to Fair Road represents an intrusive element to the historic character.   

The Tordoff Green area is still recognisable as a Georgian moor-side settlement though the 

setting has been change by Interwar semi-detached houses and post-war infill development.  
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Figure 297. Zone map of Wibsey‘s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)
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Rural hinterland 

The fields to the immediate north and south of Wibsey were probably part of the medieval 

open field system. The fields were largely open areas in c.1850 with few internal boundaries, 

possibly forming post medieval commons rather than piecemeal enclosure.  Beyond the 

open fields to the north, the land drops to form the part wooded Wibsey Bank.  In all other 

directions was open moor.  Much of the moor to the north east of Wibsey had been enclosed 

by the 19th century with surveyed enclosure. Wibsey Slack and Ordsal Moor were preserved 

as common and these areas became the focus of coal extraction.  Wibsey Slack 

demonstrates partial survival as it became Wibsey Park in the 19th century thus preserving 

earlier site perimeters.  The Buttershaw Business and Enterprise College was built to the 

west of this in the 1950s, this too partially preserves the open space of the former common. 

The moor of Ordsal Top has been transformed by the late 20th century Ordsal Top 

Roundabout, though earlier cottages do survive in this area. Otherwise, the area is now 

entirely urban.  The nearest agricultural land is over 2km to the west. A number of rural folds 

do survive subsumed by later development, though some of these have Industrial Period 

origins.  Chapel Fold 400m to the north east of High Street contains a high Status house of 

16th century date, which possibly originated as an earlier open hall (HLC_PK (HLC_PK 

27680).  The large post-war development to the west of Wibsey cleared many historic farms.  



684

4.2.29 Wilsden 
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Figure 298. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Wilsden 

locality 
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Overview

Wilsden is a rural village situated around 8km to the north west of the Bradford city centre in 

the Township of Wilsden (200 AOD. OS ref 409229, 436313).  The settlement runs down a 

small valley to the west of Wilsden Beck as it descends northwards to meet the Harden Beck 

valley.  The land rises to the south toward Harrop Edge and to the east and west towards 

Bents Head and Norr Hill.  These areas would have represented moor or common before 

enclosure in the 18th or 19th century.  The village stands in isolation in a farmed rural 

landscape of piecemeal and surveyed enclosure. It sits above the solid geology of the 

Carboniferous Millstone Grit Group of rocks. 

Historic core 

The earliest part of the Wilsden historic settlement core is at the northern, lower end of the 

village. This area represents the part of Wilsden with the highest density of buildings 

surviving from mid-19th century mapping and with the greatest concentration of listed 

buildings. Development is linear with a north-south axis and has buildings fronting Main 

Street with a few developed rear yards.  The character is a predominantly a mix of Georgian 

and Victorian architectural styles, with domestic and commercial buildings and probable 

early Industrial Period workshops.  There are also buildings from an earlier time which reflect 

Wilsden’s historic origins.   There is evidence to suggest that Wilsden village had medieval 

origins. ‘Wilsdene’ is mentioned in the Domesday survey of 1086 and is recorded several 

other times throughout the medieval period.  The surrounding fields, particularly to the west 

demonstrate the strip-field form, a feature frequently associated with medieval village 

agriculture in Britain.  

As with other local settlements with medieval origins, Wilsden demonstrates a continuous 

development in the post medieval period, through the period of the Yeoman Farmer and into 

the early Industrial Period. This is reflected in Wilsden’s village core’s listed buildings.  Lee 

Farm dates to the mid-17th century. There is a house dated to 1666.  Manor House dates to 

1684. Other listed buildings in the group are early 19th century cottages. Historic farms 

along the high street attest to the village’s rural origins. 
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Figure 299. Zone map in Wilsden’s historic core (not to scale) 
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Figure 300. Manor House, Main Street, Wilsden. 2016 

Industrial Period development 

The industrial character of Wilsden was firmly established by the mid-19th century.  OS 

mapping at this time depicts several features associated with 18th and 19th century industrial 

settlement both in Main Street and extending further south along Main Street south of the 

village core.  These include several mills, listed below in order of south to north; Lingbob Mill 

(HLC_PK 36954), Well House Mill (HLC_PK 37008), Albion Mill (HLC_PK 36943), Spring 

Mill built (HLC_PK 36944) and Providence Mill (HLC_PK 36945).  All the above were 

founded in early 19th century predominantly as worsted mills. Some were situated on the 

eastern beck side of the settlement probably for the provision of water for power.  All were 

small scale.   An additional mill, Birks Mill was constructed in fields to the east of the village 

in 1820 adjacent to an earlier coal mine (HLC_PK 32690). The largest mill was Prospect Mill 

(worsted) built in the mid to late 19th century (HLC_PK 36955).  This was situated at the far 

southern end of the settlement. 

With the mills came the provision of workers’ housing.  This was also small scale.  A few 

rows were built on side streets running perpendicular to Main Street to the north of the 

village.   The southern half of the settlement represents the greatest zone of industrial 

housing.  As well as individual rows on side streets, there was also a small grid iron 

development around Wellington Street of mid to late 19th century date (HLC_PK 36893).  
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There were also a number of villas of similar date, some of which were probably associated 

with the mills as overseer’s or owner’s houses.  Other Industrial Period features included 

chapels, Sunday schools, a small commercial core, a large Salvation Army barracks and a 

school.  The area also contains the Mechanics’ Institute dated to 1837, a reflection of the 

scale of the settlement and the growing wealth introduced by industrialisation.  Subsequent 

redevelopment has been small scale and piecemeal and the Industrial Period character 

remains strong.

Figure 301. Early Industrial Period housing, Main Street, Wilsden. 2016 
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Figure 302. Zone map of Wilsden’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Of the seven textile mills identified by the HLC project, four have been demolished and the 

sites redeveloped and three partially survive reused.  The village expanded significantly 

during the 20th century with the construction of housing estates.  These form zones on both 

sides of the village running for the full length and extending the settlement northward built 

largely within the topographical restrictions of the valley.  There are two small pre-war 

estates to the north.  Most are post-war.  There is a fairly large post 1990 estate built to the 
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south of the village on previously undeveloped land.   As stated above, Main Street largely 

retains its historic character.  Sone of the greatest changes was on the site of Royd Mill and 

the Salvation Army barracks which was redeveloped in the late 20th century with a large 

commercial shed (HLC_PK 36894).

Figure 303. Zone map of Wilsden’s 20th century to recent urban development (not to scale) 

Based upon the DiGMapGB-625 dataset, with the permission of the British Geological 

Survey. Reproduced with the permission of the British Geological Survey ©NERC. All rights 

Reserved 
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Rural hinterland 

19th century mapping depicts fields to the west of the village with a long sinuous appearance 

suggesting medieval strip fields radiating from the Wilsden village core.  These were 

enclosed probably after the collapse of the manorial system in the late middle ages.  There 

has been little agglomeration since the 19th century and the enclosure pattern is well 

preserved.   Piecemeal enclosure gives way to surveyed enclosure to the south towards 

Harrop edge and Wilsden Hill and Bents Head suggesting that these areas remained moor 

or common until the 18th or early 19th century.  The land to the east on the valley side below 

Norr Hill is more piecemeal in character.   

Detached rural settlement is relatively dense suggesting well established farmland.  Wilsden 

Hill to the northwest represents a small fold of two farms and cottages (HLC_PK 32607).  

There is a second small fold with farm, historic public house and cottages to the south west 

along Haworth Road (HLC_PK 41036).  Here the industrial association might be mining.  

Lingbob and the southern junction of Main Street was originally a detached fold of similar 

date and size which became incorporated into Wilsden settlement due to 19th century 

industrial expansion (HLC_PK 37005).    

There are around a dozen farms within the zone study map.  The earliest confirmed of 1679 

date is associated with Norr Fold Farm in fields to the east (HLC_PK 32480).  Many more 

have attributed 18th century dates. It is possible that 17th century or earlier building fabric 

survives within current farm ranges.   
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4.2.30 Wyke 
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Figure 304. 

Zone study 

area map of 

the Wyke 

locality 
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Overview

Wyke is a settlement historically in two parts, Upper Wye to the north and Lower Wyke 1km 

to the south.  Upper Wyke originated as a rural village potentially of medieval origins.  Lower 

Wyke developed as a hamlet probably after the construction of The Old Manor House in the 

17th century. Upper Wyke is attached to the Bradford Urban conurbation by continuous 20th

century development, though at the extreme end some 5.5km south of the city centre 

(Township of Wyke. 160m AOD. OS ref 415370, 427083). Upper Wyke sits on the western 

edge of the former hilltop Wyke Common.  Lower Wyke is on slightly lower slopes and 

remains rural in its setting.  The land drops away to the west and south to meet Wyke Beck 

which then flows southwards to meet Clifton Beck north of Brighouse.  Wyke Common is 

level for around 1km before it drops to meet the next valley system of Hunsworth Beck to the 

east.  A neck of land connects Wyke Common to Low Moor to the north. Wyke sits on a solid 

geology of Pennine Lower Coal Measure group of rocks.  

Historic core 

The historic core of Upper Wyke is a linear development along Town Gate (HLC_PK 26564).  

Town Gate historically continued on to Griffe Road and Lower Wyke Lane, the location of the 

hamlet of Lower Wyke (HLC_PK 24964).  This lane probably represented an ancient route 

before the Wibsey Low Moor and Huddersfield Trust Turnpike by-passed the village in 1823-

24.  The location of the historic core can be predicted based on historic mapping.  Although 

there was broken ribbon development along the route from Upper Wyke to Lower Wyke in 

the mid-19th century, there is a clear concentration of settlement in Upper Wyke.  Buildings 

fronting Town Gate had linear plots to the rear arranged perpendicular to the road, 

reminiscent of allotment strips or tofts. There were extensive medieval open field systems to 

the east of Upper Wyke, but the association is not clear.  Field name evidence connect these 

to the larger settlement of Scholes to the south.  Upper Wyke may have had open fields to 

the west of the village.  Given available evidence it is likely that Upper Wyke represents the 

medieval core. 
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“Wich” is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 and several other times in the late 

medieval period (Smith, A.H. 1961. Part III. p.33). Upper Wyke contains a few listed 

buildings, one is a hall-house dated to 1675. A second Yeoman’s house is present dated to 

1727.  The area also contains a barn of 1802. The Church of St Mary the Virgin was built in 

1847-48.  The rest of the listed buildings are cottages of the early Industrial Period.  This 

demonstrates a longevity of settlement from at least the post medieval period, a rural 

function into the 19th century and some industrial redevelopment.   

Figure 305. Zone map of the Wyke’s historic settlement (not to scale) 
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Lower Wyke also contains listed buildings.  The Old Manor House is a grade II* hall 

originating in 1614. Here is also evidence of two other 17th century buildings. The area also 

contains early 19th century farm buildings, a terraced row of cottages and buildings 

associated with a Moravian settlement established in 1753 which comprised a school, 

sisters’ house, chapel and Minister’s house. 

A third sub-settlement developed to the east of Upper Wyke on Wyke Common. The listed 

buildings in this area consist entirely of early Industrial Period cottages; one row is single 

storey which are often associated with the local mining industry. 

Industrial Period development 

Wyke only had one mill identifiable on mid-19th century mapping, the Wike [Corn] Mill 

(HLC_PK 24376).  Coal mining was by far the greatest industry in the Wyke vicinity during 

the mid-19th century. A colliery was present to the north of Upper Wyke which had an engine 

house and ventilator.  This was connected by mineral tramway to Low Moor Iron Works and 

New Biggin Iron Works both around 1.5km to the north (HLC_PK 23126 & 24677). In the 

mid-19th century the Wyke Rural hinterland area had many coal pits and was crossed by 

several tramways.  Many of the cottagers who lived in and around the village were probably 

engaged in the extraction industry.  Stone quarrying was also prevalent at this time.  Urban 

development was piecemeal and small scale in the mid-19th century and Wyke retained a 

rural position.   

Wyke had undergone a transformation by the late 19th century, though this was small 

compared to other Bradford towns and villages.  Wyke Mill was now engaged in “log 

grinding”.  Flash Pond Chemical Works was established to the south of Upper Wyke.  Wyke 

Chemical Works was established in 1877 to the north east of Upper Wyke as a small group 

of sheds adjacent to the Bentley Coal Pit.  Two textile works were built in the Wyke Beck 

valley to the west: Wyke [Silk] Mills and the Wyke Dye Works (HLC_PK 23991 and 24729).  

The iron works on Low Moor expanded during this time and the Low Moor Chemical Works 

and The Tower Dye Works were added to the area to the immediate south of the works 

(HLC_PK 24679).  

  A modest zone of through and back-to-back terraced houses developed around the Upper 

Wyke Village core (HLC_PK 26569, 26580, etc.).  The village acquired a few institutes such 

as new schools, Salvation Army barracks and a temperance hall.  It is likely that Town Gate 

further developed as a commercial core in the latter half of the 19th century.  A ribbon 

development of villa-houses with large gardens was constructed to the south west of Lower 

Wyke along Huddersfield Road (the former turnpike). One or two of the houses, such as 

Wyke Bank were large scale with areas of private parkland (HLC_PK 23930).   The terraces 



698

may have been built to provide housing for the irons works or local collieries.  The public 

Tram system from Bradford terminated at the northern end of Bradford providing a commuter 

link.   Wyke Railway Station opened for passengers and goods around 1850.  Wyke 

recreation ground was opened around 1900 (HLC_PK 23992) 

Figure 306. Zone map of the Wyke’s later Industrial Period development (not to scale) 

20th century and beyond 

Wyke is now connected to Bradford by continuous development.  The Wyke area contains a 

several large estates.  The largest Interwar estate is situated to the south of Upper Wyke 

and consists of semi-detached houses built on former piecemeal enclosed agricultural land 
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(HLC_PK 23906).  Other Interwar housing in this area is small scale occurring as rows of 

houses rather than estates.  Post-war estates occur both to the north and south of Upper 

Wyke with a mix of social and private housing.  Manor School is a large state school which 

was built to the east of Upper Wyke in the late 1950s or 60s (HLC_PK 23960).  

Post 1990 development included a few small housing estates. Oakenshaw Court was built in 

the 1990s on the site of the 1920s New Mill (HLC_PK 26567).  Hudson View is a private 

estate built on former agricultural land after 2000.  The Appleton Academy opened in 2012 to 

the west of Woodside Road on former open land (HLC_PK 24428).  

Wyke Mill is the only large scale works which survives from the 19th century. It expanded in 

the 20th century and is now in mixed industrial and commercial use.   The Low Moor area to 

the north is still a large scale zone of industry and commerce.  The Wyke Chemical Works 

expanded to become large scale in the 20th century (HLC_PK 23939).  The new Biggin Iron 

Works site became derelict in the post-war period and now contains late 20th century 

warehousing (HLC_PK 24677).  The site of Low Moor Chemical works is now derelict. The 

Low Moor Iron Works area, including the area of spoil tipping is now an industrial estate.  

The largest works are the BASF Chemical Works founded in 1953 (HC_PK 23129). Parts of 

the original iron works survive (HLC_PK 23126). The area is now in multiple occupancy. 

None of the collieries are active, though the spoil tips still dot the countryside.  

Town Gate still retains its 19th century commercial character with terraced rows of Victorian 

shops and occasional group of vernacular cottages.   This character becomes more 

fragmented towards the southern end of the village. Lower Wyke is almost unchanged from 

the 19th century.   



700

Figure 307. Zone map of the Wyke’s 20th century to recent urban and industrial development (not to scale)



701

Rural hinterland 

Upper Wyke may have had associated strip fields or croft plots in the vicinity of High Street 

with the possibility of further fields to the west.  To the north, east and south of Upper Wyke 

were areas were historically known as Upper Common, Wyke Common and Lower 

Common.  The eastern slopes of Wyke Common above Hunsworth Beck contains Cow 

Close Farm with a house of 17th century date (no separate HLC record).  The commons had 

been enclosed by the mid-19th century.  To the south and east of these was an extensive 

area of open fields associated with Scholes village.  The area is named North Field and 

West Field on mid-19th century mapping.  The land became more piecemeal in nature at 

lower elevations, with possible historic assarting in the Wyke Beck Valley.  Woodside Farm 

in this area dates from the medieval period as a timber framed house (HLC_PK 24429). A 

second farm date from the late 17th century (High Fernley.  HLC_PK 24666).  The lower part 

of valley is now under pasture and the 19th century field pattern is largely abandoned.  This 

may have been a result of mining activity and the large number of coal pits in this area.   Low 

Wood in the upper half of the Wyke Beck Valley is largely unchanged from mid-19th century 

mapping.  Wyke Common remains partly open with a fair preservation of 19th century field 

boundaries.   
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4.3 Complex Urban Core Analysis 
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4.3.1 Bingley 
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 Figure 308. Zone 

study area map 

of the Bingley 

locality 
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Overview  

Bingley is situated 8km northwest of Bradford City Centre in the Bingley Township (80m 

AOD. OS 410600, 439300). Bingley originated as a detached village of ancient origins. Its 

ancient township and parish boundaries are located in the upper division of the Wapentake 

of Skyrack and were formerly in the West Riding of the county of York (now in West 

Yorkshire). It is located on narrow, slightly raised beds of alluvial deposits and glacial drift, 

the drift forming part of a glacial moraine. Situated at the base of a narrow valley the 

settlement was strategically placed at a crossing point of the River Aire with routes 

converging from surrounding uplands to the river crossing and town. The land rises to the 

west to c.170m AOD, an area of unimproved scrub and woodland known as Bell Bank and 

Milner Spring, and again to c.210m at Hollin Wood. To the east, the land rises to c.190m 

AOD, an area now occupied by late 19th and early to mid-20th century housing (Priestthorpe 

and Crow Nest).  

The topography later forced the modern road, railway and canal to pass in close proximity 

through the eastern side of the town. Bounded by the River Aire to the west, the eastern 

side, in earlier times, appears to have comprised an area of springs, marshland and bog. 

Outside of the historic core, settlement growth appears to have been largely restricted to the 

north, south and east of the town, with little in the way of development to the west.  

Historic Core 

Anglo-Saxon settlement at Bingley is suggested by the Old English placename Bingheleai, 

most likely meaning the forest glade or clearing of Bynna's folk, derived from the personal 

name Bynna, and leah, a clearing in a wood. Apart from a cross fragment of this date, 

displayed in Bingley parish church, there is no known physical evidence for Anglo-Saxon 

occupation at Bingley. 

According to Domesday records of 1086 Bingheleai comprised an area of wood and pasture 

4 leagues long and 2 broad. Gospatric held 4 carucates of cultivated, taxable land, enough 

for two ploughs. The survey does not record a church at Bingley, but many churches of no 

value were often not recorded. After the Conquest Bingley was granted to Erneis de Burun, 

later to be succeeded by Ralph Pagnell and his descendants. Both monastic and military 

orders, the Knights Templars and the Hospitallers, had acquired property and land at Bingley 

by the 12th and 13th centuries, particularly in the vicinity of the church. William de Paganell, 

Ralph's grandson, granted Bingley church and land to Drax Priory between 1120 and 1140.  

A weekly Sunday market was granted to Maurice de Gant by King John in 1212. The market 

may have been first held within the churchyard, as customary elsewhere, prior to its site on 
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Main Street. The market cross possibly dating to this period, moved to its present location 

near the Arts Centre in 1984. The granting of the market would have raised Bingley's status 

to a market town or borough, and probably played an important role in the development of 

Bingley, resulting in a linear settlement, or a new town, spreading southwards, from earlier 

development around the church, along both sides of Main Street. By the late 14th century, 

tenements would have extended from the highway or Main Street to fields at the rear, as 

illustrated on Saxton's map of 1592. Saxton’s map also depicted 20 houses on either side of 

the Main Street. 

Manorial holdings at Bingley in the 13th and 14th centuries included a common oven, a 

'water mill' (corn mill) and fulling mill, the 'water mill' possibly situated near Ireland Bridge. 

There was no 'capital messuage' according to a survey of 1273, but the field-name Castle 

Field, on high ground known as Bailey Hills, to the north of the present cemetery, may relate 

to an earlier residence of the Lord of the Manor or his bailiff. The residence was possibly 

situated within pre-existing earthworks since the element Castle or Castel could allude to a 

fortification or earthwork. The 1852 O.S. 6" to 1 mile map records the site off 'Old Castle' 

immediately south of Castle Fields. By the 14th century the population comprised 41 

burgesses, 24 free tenants, with a number of bondmen and cottars; tax returns of 1379 

record two innkeepers, two tailors, a carpenter and shoemaker. 

The oldest surviving feature of modern Bingley is its street pattern, which comprises 

essentially Millgate, Main Street and Old Main Street. According to Speight (1898), the 

oldest thoroughfare of the area is that which runs through Cottingley and along Beckfoot 

Lane, through Belbank Wood, parallel to the present road. This entered the settlement by a 

depression in the wood (possibly a hollow-way) that led down to the ancient crossing point of 

the river prior to it being bridged. 
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Figure 309. 1852 
Ordnance
Survey Map – 
the shape of the 
market town had 
changed very 
little for 
centuries. This 
map shows, 
among other 
things, the 
position of the 
corn mill, the 
market hall, and 
Bingley Station 
at that time. © 
and database 
right Crown 
Copyright and 
Landmark
Information
Group Ltd (all 
rights reserved 
2016) Licence 
numbers 000394 
and TP0024 

All Saints’ Church (the old Parish Church – see HLC_PK 27710) is the oldest surviving 

building in the historic core of Bingley. The current building is essentially a late fifteenth 

century structure with later additions and alterations and, it is suggested, elements of the 

earlier Norman building. This is followed by Ireland Bridge, which is a well-preserved 

essentially seventeenth century structure constructed of dressed stone. It has six well-

constructed segmental arches with an eighteenth century projecting plat-band and ashlar 

coped parapet. Its later alterations were made when it was widened and a new parapet 

added in 1775. The bridge is of particular historical interest to the town, bridging an ancient 

crossing point of the river that is significant in terms of past communications and trade, and 

superseding an earlier medieval timber construction. 



708

The majority of buildings within the historic core are vernacular in style, dating to the 18th 

and early 19th century. Vernacular style structures are constructed of local sandstone and 

have distinctive chunky profile, gabled, stone slate roofs with projecting stone 

chimneystacks. The Old Main Street is dominated by this style of buildings; typically two-

storey that front onto the rear of the footway following the line of the street. Each is individual 

in design and their plot sizes and orientation vary. 

The northern part of the historic core is now a relatively quiet residential area of the town, 

although some of the premises were adapted to retail use in the course of the nineteenth 

century. The religious identity of this part of the town is marked, accommodating the Church 

and Church House and this implies that at one time this would have been the heart of the 

town. The Old White Horse Inn, which continues in its original use, attracts life to old town 

Bingley.

The 16th to 18th centuries were a period of growth with refurbishment of the church and 

further development on Main Street. Development, according to Saxton's map of 1592, was 

mainly confined to Main Street. The map includes an illustration of a substantial house that 

stood on its own opposite from the church tower, called 'New Hall' and that is known to have 

been in existence by 1571. 

To the north of the historic core lies Gawthorpe Hall (HLC_PK 25540), a Grade II* 

Listed manor house. The manor was established in the late 14th to early 15th 

century, but the building is mostly mid-17th century with some 19th century alteration 

to rear (but retaining late medieval roof). As with other former detached or elite 

residences in the area, the former private parkland has been lost to 20th century 

housing estate development. 

To the northwest on Park Road, lying outside the historic core and to the east of the town, is 

Priestthorpe Hall (formerly Monks Barn – see HLC_PK 27012). It is an isolated mid-17th 

century house, with early to mid-18th century enlargement and alteration. It is one of the 

earliest buildings in the area, established on previously undeveloped land. It is now 

surrounded by 1960s semi-detached housing and late 20th century detached infill. 

To the south of the historic core lies Myrtle Grove, a former Gentleman's residence 

constructed c.1770 for J. Atkinson Busfield (HLC_PK 27754). It is flanked by a stable 

and coach-house ranges. The house was used as a Friends’ Meeting House, and 

later became the Town Hall. The immediate gardens now forms Myrtle Park (HLC_PK 

25528), which is protected through its designation as Recreational Open Space in the 

Unitary Development Plan. The former private parkland (Myrtle Pasture) associated 

with the house was lost to late 19th and early 20th century grid-iron terraced housing.  
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Industrial Period Development 

The rate of growth of the town slowed between the mid-seventeenth and mid-eighteenth 

century, but picked up again in the latter half of the eighteenth century, prompted by the 

construction of the Leeds to Liverpool Canal in 1773. By this time the settlement had 

extended eastwards to what is now Park Road and Chapel Lane, but building continued to 

focus on the main street, lining both sides of the road and up around the bend in what is now 

Old Main Street, in a similar way as it does today. The route of Millgate leading out over 

Ireland Bridge is also recorded on the map. This settlement pattern, of both building and 

routeways, appears to have been retained until at least the mid-19th century, with additional 

properties mainly added to the rear of tenements. 

Industrial activity included limestone extraction and burning, which is documented in the 

early 17th century, increased with the opening of the canal. The canal connected Bingley to 

a network of inland waterways, facilitating the transportation of goods and supplies in and 

out of the town, which had a discernible impact on the settlement’s fortunes. Bingley was 

also situated on a major coaching route, with coaches departing to Leeds, Bradford and 

Kendal from the town’s three inns and was evidently quite a hub of communication networks. 

The trade in lime and coal between Bradford and Skipton was an important element of the 

economy of Airedale at this time and seemingly formed a part of the discussions on the 

construction of the canal. 

By the late 18th century cotton manufacture was the staple industry, being replaced by the 

worsted trade in the early 19th century. The new ease of transport combined with 

technological advancement spurred a change in the means of manufacture: the cottage 

based industry, which had to this point complemented the agricultural nature of the place, 

evolved into an increasingly efficient factory based concern and the first water powered 

spinning mills were established in the 1790s. 

The opening of the railway in 1847, and the increased prosperity and growth of the town, led 

to improvements which included the demolition of buildings, paving, and road widening. The 

emergence of steam power as an alternative to water meant that textile mills no longer had 

to be located close to a water source and further spurred development in the town. 

Providence Mill, which was situated immediately to the south of the Parish Church, was the 

first steam-powered mill to be constructed in Bingley, but burnt down in 1872. Airedale Mills 

once stood on Airedale Street on the east bank of the River Aire. The remains of this 

building still occupy the site, the walls of which have been incorporated into a public green 

space adjacent to the river. 
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People were attracted to the town to find employment in the new mills and this period of 

urbanisation saw the population of the town rise considerably. The population of Bingley 

doubled in the first thirty years of the nineteenth century, and again in the next forty years. 

People migrated from the surrounding countryside to work in the new mills, while many 

came from further afield such as Ireland in the wake of the Irish Potato Famine. This 

increase necessitated the construction of workers’ housing, mostly in the form of back-to-

back dwellings. However, the essential form of the settlement remained focused around the 

Main Street until well into the mid nineteenth century. 

Figure 310. Population change in Bingley in the 19th century 

Source: A Vision of Britain Through Time. GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth, 

Bingley Tn/CP/AP) www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10398939/cube/TOT_POP 

It wasn’t until the second half of the nineteenth century that saw the first major change in the 

shape of the settlement, as development on the east side of the canal. The sudden influx of 

people led to squalid conditions in the town and the spread of disease. As a result, the 

Bingley Improvement Act was passed in 1847. This Act occasioned great changes in Bingley 

and were essentially the germ of Bingley Urban District Council that was formed in 1894 

following the passing of the Local Government Act. 

1847 was a pivotal year in the history of the town. The opening of the railway through 

Bingley in this year provided a new method of transporting goods and people and 

compounded Bingley’s identity as a centre of communications. It also prompted the town’s 

late nineteenth century growth and its increasing prosperity. The first Bingley station was 
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situated in Dean’s yard, close to the present station on the corner of Park Road, however it 

was later moved to Stock Yard and finally to its current position on Wellington Street in 1892. 

Much of the new development of this era was accommodated outside the central area of the 

town, although Main Street also took on a new aspect. The Improvement Commission was 

responsible for implementing a number of changes in the area, including levelling Elm Tree 

Hill that once rose sharply above Main Street directly opposite Park Road, as well as the 

demolition of buildings, paving and widening of Main Street itself in 1872. It purchased the 

manorial rights to the land and various plots along Main Street in 1882.  

To the immediate south of the historic core lies the civic and commercial zone – buildings 

within this area are used for a mixture of retail, civic, religious and leisure purposes, and a 

number of industrial warehouses are situated in the back street areas. In consequence, it is 

a much frequented part of Bingley, with Main Street being particularly busy. The economic 

pressure for change in the area is relatively high and the buildings have been susceptible to 

alteration. However, a number of early nineteenth century structures in the civic and 

commercial heart of the town were built in the local vernacular tradition of the area and front 

directly onto the footpath. These exhibit similar characteristics to those of Old Main Street, 

although they are generally designed in groups of two or three properties and vary in height, 

from two to three storeys. Some have retained their Victorian shop frontages.  

Taller, grander and more elaborately detailed Victorian and Edwardian structures intersperse 

with the simple buildings of Main Street. The majority of buildings are purpose-built in an 

eclectic mix of revival styles typical of the fashion of the era. They stand as evidence of 

progression of architectural fashion, technical innovation, affluence and grandeur of the age. 

These include the Mechanics’ Institute (1864), the Co-operative buildings (1887/1888), the 

Midland Hotel (1892) and the Post Office Building (1913), all of which are still prominent 

features of the street. Furthermore, the sense of grandeur and local affluence is enhanced 

by a number of religious and commercial buildings. The United Reformed Church and 

associated Church Hall of Ferrand’s Lane are of particular interest. The Church itself is a 

grand rectangular plan classical-style stone building, the present structure of which dates 

from the 1870s, although a church has stood on the site since the eighteenth century. 

A number of grand terraced, semi-detached and detached residential Victorian properties 

are congregated to the north of the historic core. Bailey Hills Road was laid out in 1879 and 

the lots sold at a public auction in May of that year. The road climbs up to Bingley Cemetery 

(HLC_PK 25585) which was also opened in 1879. 
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The late 19th century also saw the development of an affluent suburb to the east of the town, 

comprising large villa houses, each set within large private gardens. Built on the dip-slope 

overlooking the town, these large, sandstone-built mill-owners’ houses encircled a large 

public park (Prince of Wales Park), which was established in 1888. These houses, including 

Oakwood (a large mill owner's house, now hotel c.1864 by George Knowles and 

William Wilcox – see HLC_PK 25543), have gradually been encircled by mid and later 

20th century housing estates.  

The mid to late 19th also saw the enclosure and development of Gilstead Moor – an area of 

previously undeveloped moorland (OS 1st Edition map) lying to the east of Prince of Wales 

Park and Gilstead Moor Edge. The moorland appears to have been compartmentalised into 

small, very regular plots of land sometime in the mid to late 19th century. By the OS 2nd 

Edition mapping (1894), the area had been settled (depicted as Eldwick on the 1894 

mapping), with small-scale industry (Eldwick Moulding Mill) set amongst regularly spaced 

detached and semi-detached housing. This period also saw the establishment of Gilstead 

Filter Beds (HLC_PK 25486), which was established by the Bradford Corporation Water 

Works in the 1880s. The area has gradually become infilled with mid and later 20th century 

housing estates, which has consumed the former nucleated settlements of Gilstead and 

Eldwick.  

Evidence of Bingley’s industrial past can be found to the immediate east of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal, following the course of Park Road. Fronting onto Treacle Cock Alley is a 

small mill building constructed in the mid to late 19th century. Immediately south, is the 

large-scale Bowling Green Mill, which was constructed in 1871 (engine-house and

attached chimney), with mid-20th century additions. In addition, workers’ housing was 

established immediately north on Park Road (HLC_PK 27254 and HLC_PK 25825), 

along with accompanying religious and educational buildings (including Bingley Baptist 

Chapel, built in c.1874 – see HLC_PK 25536). 
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Figure 311. 

Bowling

Green Mill 

and

environs,

Bingley,

1928

(Source:

Britain

From

Above)

20th Century and beyond 

Since the beginning of the twentieth century Bingley has undergone much alteration, but the 

essential form of the historic core area has remained very much unchanged. The major 

alteration has been around Busfield Street, where many of the building and alleys have been 

destroyed. In addition, to the south the aspect of the area has changed greatly.  

In the later 19th to early 20th century, a small-scale, mixed-industrial block was developed 

on previously undeveloped land, between the canal and Clyde Street. This block (HLC_PK 

25531), comprising small-scale textile mills (including Stanley Mills and Monarch Mill), 

workshops and a tannery (dated 1900). The industry was served by grid-iron housing built 

immediately north and east (HLC_PK 25537, 27255 and 25826), complete with schools 

(Priestthorpe Primary School – see HLC_PK 25532) and Non-Conformist Chapels. 
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Figure 312. Mills of 

Clyde Street and 

Whitley Street, 

Bingley, 1950 

(Source: Britain 

From Above) 

By 1900, large-scale urbanisation had occurred eastwards of the canal, towards Crow Nest 

and Ferncliffe. This included grid-iron, mill workers’ grid-iron terraced housing established 

between Crownest Lane and Clyde Street (HLC_PK 25534). There was further 

encroachment upon the Myrtle Park area to the south of the town, where two blocks of early 

1900s grid-iron terraced housing survives, surrounding Myrtle Park Primary School (see 

HLC_PK 25574, 25575 and 25582). 

Figure 313. Early 20th century terraced housing, looking towards Crow Nest, Bingley. ©
Copyright David Spencer and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 

(Geograph: www.geograph.org.uk/photo/32169). OS mapping © and database right Crown 
Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence numbers 

000394 and TP0024 
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More affluent housing, in the form of detached and semi-detached villas, was constructed in 

the early 20th century to the north of Park Road (between Bromley Road and Beck Lane – 

see HLC_PK 25824 and 27007), immediately east of Priestthorpe Lane (HLC_PK 25557), 

and to the immediate north of the historic core either side of Bailey Hills Lane (HLC_PK 

27747).

To the northeast of the town a large educational complex was established in the early 20th 

century. The West Riding Training College for Women Teachers (Bingley Training College 

for Women Teachers) was opened in 1911. The original training college (c1909-11) was 

designed by J. Vickers Edwards (County Architect). The first students - 102 women - 

came into residence, 22 for one year only, having already passed the Board of Education 

Teacher's Certificate Examination. Five halls of residence were built in the late 1920s. 

Over the years until its closure in 1979 the college produced approximately 16,000 teachers. 

The original college building and the 1920s halls have been converted into apartments, with 

the former grounds now occupied by a modern housing estate. 

Figure 314. Photograph of The West Riding Training College for Women Teachers, taken in 

the 1930s. The photograph clearly shows the 5 halls of residence, the sanatorium (extreme 

right) and the main building (Source: John Harvey. 

www.bingleycollege.co.uk/aerialBingley990.jpg)

Slum clearance of much of the back-to-back housing of the town has led to development 

opportunities. Within the historic core area this includes recreational and leisure facilities, 

including Jubilee Gardens and Myrtle Place leisure complex (Arts Centre, Health Centre and 

Princess Hall Swimming Pool). Further clearance of back-to-back and terraced housing has 
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occurred to the south of the town, being replaced by low-rise flats on York Street, Leonard 

Street and Sycamore Avenue, and the Prospect Business Park on Bradford Road. Further 

east, beyond the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, there has been some clearance of late 19th 

and early 20th century back-to-back housing to make way for recent development. However, 

the residential nature of the area remains, with some back-to-back housing preserved 

between Charles Street and Clyde Street. 

The textile mills have largely been closed, with many demolished, lying derelict or converted 

into flats. The Bowling Green Mill (now owned and run by Damart) still stands and trades in 

textiles. Since 1995 the tannery, Bingley Mill & Anderton’s have been converted into flats. 

Further council housing was built up the hill towards Gilstead including three tower blocks. In 

the wake of Margaret Thatcher's reforms of council housing much of the council estate was 

sold and a substantial portion has been knocked down and rebuilt as private housing. 

The Beeching Cuts of the 1960s demolished the railway goods yard, though the station 

which recently celebrated its centenary, still serves trains to Leeds, Bradford, and Skipton. A 

large fairly complete mid-19th century railway shed stands to the north of the station, 

now used as an industrial depot. 

The Bingley Permanent Building Society merged with the Bradford Equitable Building 

Society to form the Bradford & Bingley Building Society (later a bank) in 1964. It was decided 

to site the corporate headquarters in Bingley. This brought several thousand jobs to the town 

but the building itself did not meet with universal acclaim. The building was demolished in 

spring 2015. 

Plans had been on the table for a trunk road through Bingley and the Aire valley since at 

least 1970. In 1992 preparatory work was undertaken to lengthen Park Road Bridge so that 

the Leeds Liverpool Canal could be moved slightly to the east. This work would allow the 

formation of the new road to be sandwiched between the railway and the canal. In 1998, the 

then Labour Government, gave the go ahead for the trunk road to be constructed. In 2004 

the Bingley Relief Road opened. The £47.9 million road stretches from Crossflatts to 

Cottingley, threading through Bingley between the railway and the canal. One of the most 

expensive parts of the construction was moving a 160-yard (150 m) stretch of the canal. The 

construction involved the removal of Treacle Cock Alley pedestrian tunnel and the Tin 

Bridge, which have been replaced by the Three Rise Bridge, and the Britannia Bridge. The 

effect of the relief road on Bingley has been significant, particularly the noise in the Valley as 

a result of the overall increase in traffic and the much higher speeds. 

There are plans for the pedestrianisation of Main Street and the retail sector in general is 

undergoing a shift reflecting the changing demographics of the town with more beauty, 
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fashion and tourist shops being opened. A new town square was built and opened in 

December 2007. The redesigned Myrtle Walk shopping precinct was opened in October 

2009, currently housing the library and a number of retail stores. 
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4.3.2 City of Bradford
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Overview

Today, Bradford is essentially a Victorian city, standing on the medieval street pattern of a 

small market town, overlaid with 20th century planning and architectural styles. The medieval 

street pattern is still evident in the course of today’s road layout and stands as evidence of 

past thoroughfares through the region. The city however is predominantly Victorian and its 

structures testify to, what can be described as, the hey-day of Bradford.  

The historic core of Bradford can be compartmentalised into two distinct regions: the City 

Centre’s retail and civic identity, and Goitside, the heart of the earliest industrialisation of the 

city. Viewed in context, the two areas are together an important record of the development of 

the city. There is continuity in building style and materials between the two areas, with the 

character of one area gradually blurring into the next. Further out are distinct residential 

(Little Horton Lane and Manningham), commercial and civic (educational) zones which 

viewed in conjunction with the city centre provide a fuller image of Bradford.  

Bradford lies in a basin like depression on the eastern side of the Pennines and is 

surrounded by hills that rise to 450m feet above sea level, which preside over the city and 

add to the attractiveness of many of the views across it. The piece of land on which the city 

centre was situated rises to the south, north and west. The gradients vary from the gentle 

slope of Manor Row to the steeper gradient of Ivegate and Bank Street. The city centre lies 

at the confluence of four streams that form Bradford Beck, at a height of 100m OD. The 

geology consists in the main of Pennine Lower Coal Measures, overlain by either till or 

alluvium. There are also discrete pockets of Elland Flag Sandstone, predominantly to the 

west of the city centre. 

Development of the Historic Core 

Two carved stones, probably parts of a Saxon preaching cross, have been found on the site 

of Bradford Cathedral. They indicate that Christians may have worshipped here since 

Paulinus came on a mission to Northumbria in AD 627. He preached in Dewsbury and it was 

from there that Bradford was first evangelised. The vicars of Bradford later paid dues to that 

parish. The Domesday Survey, made in 1086, described Bradford as 'waste' (NB this does 

not mean Bradford did not exist, rather it became severely damaged in the ‘Harrying of the 

North’1). Ilbert de Lacy was the Norman lord of the manor. It is likely that he would have had 

a chapel on his manor and so there may well have been a wooden church here during the 

Norman period.  

1 The Harrying of the North was a series of campaigns waged by William the Conqueror in the winter of 1069–70 
to subjugate northern England. 
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The original settlement was founded at the point where the four streams that form Bradford 

Beck converge and developed between the two crossing points of what became Ive Bridge 

and Church Bridge. The watercourse is no longer a visible component of the city centre, now 

running in a culvert under it, but Warburton’s map dated c.1720 testifies to its position. 

The more important of the two crossings was probably Church Bridge, which stood at the 

foot of what is now Cheapside, northwest of the medieval St Peter’s Parish Church. Before 

being bridged this is likely to have been the ‘broad ford’ that gave the town its name. The 

medieval parish church (HLC_PK 16451) is still standing and has subsequently been 

conferred cathedral status (in 1919); it is a rare survivor of this era of Bradford’s history and 

deemed to be one of the most important buildings in the city (listed Grade I). 

Figure 316. Bradford Cathedral. The parish church of St Peter, Bradford has 14th century 

origins. Like many parish churches it was extensively restored and altered in the 19th 

century. It became a cathedral (of the Anglican diocese of the same name) in 1919. A new 

east end was built in 1963. Since 2014 it is now one of three cathedrals of the Diocese of 

West Yorkshire and the Dales. © Copyright Stephen Craven and licensed for reuse under 

this Creative Commons Licence. www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4398547 
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The only other elements surviving from medieval times are the street pattern of Ivegate, 

Kirkgate and Westgate, and possible burgage plot survival to the south of Grattan Road, and 

to the north of Kirkgate (between Kirkgate and Duke Street). The street pattern constituted 

the shape of the settlement for hundreds of years, until the expansion that began towards 

the end of the 18th century. The junction of Kirkgate and Ivegate was the original site of the 

old Market Cross and pillory. The route of Westgate is in fact thought to be older than the 

town itself, forming part of the Roman Road leading from Pontefract. Properties are known to 

have extended along the main thoroughfares during the medieval period, along with 28 

burgage plots laid out after granting of borough status (Keith, 2000). Cudworth’s map of 

1800 (see Figure 319 below) depicts a series of long, narrow plots set at right angles to 

Kirkgate (HLC_PK  16971) and Grattan Road (formerly Silsbridge Lane – see HLC_PK 

16081 to 16100). The sinuous nature of the plot boundaries, particularly those running south 

of Grattan Road are suggestive of former burgage plots. 

There is little information relating to the early history of Bradford, as until the start of the 19th

century the settlement was little more than a market centre serving the villages of 

Manningham, Bowling, Little Horton and Great Horton. Sheeran (2005) sheds light on the 

likely role of Bradford in medieval times. The settlement would have been agricultural, with a 

small number of burgesses who were not tied to agriculture and could carry out a trade if 

they wished. The market centre would have contained a few shops, market stalls, places to 

eat and drink and a shambles where butchers slaughtered cattle. Although Bradford’s 

primary hinterland was the immediate villages and townships named above, it is known that 

in 1411 cattle from as far afield as Bingley, Bradley, Broughton, Gisburn and Craven were 

brought to Bradford for sale. 

In the time of Henry III, Bradford paid more tallage2 to the king than Leeds, though smaller in 

extent. During the War of the Roses, it suffered much from the hostilities of the contending 

parties; and in compensation the inhabitants, though firm adherents of the house of 

Lancaster, received from Edward IV exemption from toll, and a grant of two annual fairs of 

three days each. From this time the town continued to prosper without interruption; in the 

reign of Henry VIII, it had become equal to Leeds in extent and population, and far exceeded 

it in manufacturing importance. 

The textile industry of Bradford was at the time no different than elsewhere in the country – 

small scale and serving local needs only. A fulling mill (dating from at least 1311) at Bradford 

2 Tallage or talliage (from the French tailler, i.e. a part cut out of the whole) may have signified at first any tax, but 
became in England and France a land use or land tenure tax. Later in England it was further limited to 
assessments by the crown upon cities, boroughs, and royal domains.
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Beck would be used for the cleansing and thickening woollen cloth. Other small scale local 

industries would have included shoemaking and the manufacture of iron. 

A parish church was definitely in Bradford during medieval times, and was supplemented by 

a chapel dedicated to St Sitha which was situated at the end of the Ive Bridge. It is unknown 

when the chapel was built, but its first mention was in 1466, with c.1550 the probable date of 

demolition (Sheeran, 2005). 

During the 16th and 17th centuries, Bradford’s textile industry probably had two foci: ‘Turkey 

work’ - a heavy woollen cloth used for upholstery and ‘kerseys’ coarse long narrow cloth. 

The manufacture of the former ceased in the late 17th century, with the town suffering 

economically as a result. Furthermore, the prosperity of Bradford received a severe check 

during English Civil War. Its trade was so much impeded, that nearly half a century elapsed 

before it recovered its former importance, and Leeds, which had been inferior to it as well in 

population as in extent, became greatly its superior in both. It was not until the early 18th 

century and the increasing momentum of the Industrial Revolution that Bradford’s textile 

industry began to expand.

Figure 317. Historic core of Bradford (conjectural) 

By the early 18th century Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield and Leeds all had cloth or piece 

halls where textiles were bought or commissioned. In Bradford this was accommodated in 

inns due to the smaller scale of the textile market of the town. A piece hall was eventually 
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built in Bradford in 1773 and expanded to a capacity of c.250 stalls by 1780, but was 

dwarfed by the cloth halls of Leeds which contained a total of c.3,000 stalls (Sheeran, 2005).  

The situation and topography of Bradford had until this time cut it off from most forms of 

communication, but prompted by the area’s untapped mineral resource, particularly the 

abundance of coal seams, at a time when coal was becoming the main domestic fuel, efforts 

were made to link Bradford with the other major cities of the area. By 1699, the town was 

linked with one of the great postal routes from London to the north. Later, in 1734, as a result 

of the efforts of a group of Leeds and Manchester merchants with aspirations to make use of 

Bradford’s resources, Bradford was linked to the turnpike network. Nevertheless the real 

turning point for the city came with the construction of the Bradford Canal (which branched 

off the Leeds-Liverpool Canal) in the 1770s. The canal originally ran through the core of the 

Cathedral precinct, terminating in a basin to the north of Church Bridge. The establishment 

of the canal opened up new markets for the produce of the city and consequently the 

previously rural, parochial and dispersed industry, which mostly existed in the hinterlands of 

the settlement, was transformed into a mechanised trading centre.

Industrial Period development 

As industry developed in Bradford, its population grew and new structures were built. The 

population within the town centre stood at only 4,200 (Rhodes 1890) in 1781 and had risen 

to 6,393 by 1801 (Sheeran, 2005). At this time Bradford was comparable in size to Keighley 

(5,745) and was significantly smaller than nearby towns such as Halifax (8,866) or 

Huddersfield (7,268). The houses were grouped very closely together in a maze of narrow 

courts and alleys in the ancient centre. Interspersed amongst the houses were burial 

grounds, which even at this early date were becoming encircled by densely grouped, stone-

built residential property. The government of this growing urban concentration was 

developed in a piecemeal fashion, beginning with that of the Lighting and Watching Act of 

1803. This established a commission which had responsibility to pave, improve, light and 

watch the streets of Bradford. Included in the Act was an anti-smoke pollution measure 

which specified minimum heights and constructional standards for chimneys. 

The factors mentioned above coupled with the existence of an existing, organised domestic 

textile industry in Bradford, plus the fact that the small size of the town left an abundance of 

space for expansion, were the catalysts for Bradford’s phenomenal growth over the first half 

of the 19th century.
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Figure 318.  Population change in Bradford and immediate environs in the 19th century. 

Source: Richardson, 1976) 

Bradford was the fastest growing town in England and Wales between 1801 and 1851 with a 

700% rise in population during this time. In the same time the population of Leeds grew by 

c.220%, Halifax by 180% and England and Wales as a whole by just over 100% (Sheeran, 

2005). By 1851 Bradford and its immediate environs was the 7th largest town in England, 

with a population of 103,778 (Richardson, 1976); by 1891 this figure had reached 216,361 

(Richardson, 1976). The phenomenal population increase was matched by the spread of 

buildings, particularly along the radial roads leading out of the township in the directions of 

Manningham, ‘New Leeds’, Wakefield and the townships of Little Horton and Great Horton. 

New roads were built to accommodate the new buildings of the town, for example New 

Street (now Market Street) was established in 1787, running along the beck. Cudworth’s 

map of 1800 testifies to the shape of Bradford at the beginning of the 19th century (see map 

above). However, this was only the beginning of what was to follow in the 19th century, 

which saw the face of Bradford change forever and develop into the large city that we see 

around us today. By 1832, three new streets had been constructed along the canal to form a 

new industrial enclave within the town. The second region of new development was between 

Tyrrel Street and Bridge Street, and Sunbridge Road was constructed to by-pass Ivegate 

and the city centre. 
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Figure 319. Plan of Bradford in 1800. From William Cudworth’s Round About Bradford (© 

Bradford Historical Society. www.bradfordhistorical.org.uk/images/bradford1800large.png) 

The changes in Bradford are in many ways reflective of the changes that were occurring 

throughout Britain at the time. This was the era of the Industrial Revolution and new 

technologies allowed new manufacturing processes to be developed and the mass 

production of goods in factories and mills. Bradford’s wealth at this time was founded on the 

production of worsteds, mixed fabrics and silks, which were highly desirable clothing fabrics 

and attracted a sizable continental market. It was also involved in other industries, most 

notably the manufacture of machines. By the 1840s the settlement as a whole 

accommodated 38 worsted mills, a number of prosperous foundries and a flourishing coal 

industry.

People flocked to the area to find employment in these industries, which is typical of the 

process of urbanisation that was occurring throughout the country. New residential quarters 

were being constructed close by the tight cluster of textile mills, dyehouses and foundries 

occupying the valley bottom (in the Goitside area of Bradford – see below). It is clear that 

these houses were built without paved street surfaces, drainage and street lighting (Bradford 

Borough Surveyor’s Report, 1850). The development of Bradford in the first half of the 19th
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century had been so rapid that living conditions had, in many parts of the town, become 

squalid and it was described as the dirtiest town in the country. It was not until 1847, when 

Bradford became a municipal corporation, run by its own elected council, that the quality of 

urban life began to improve “owing to a perfect blend of private enterprise and municipal 

initiative” (Firth 1995). 

Examples of early workers’ housing can be found through the city, in the form of back-to-

back housing. Some are conversions of earlier vernacular cottages, while later examples are 

purpose built. What may possibly be an early example can be found at Knight’s Fold, Great 

Horton, where a 17th century house has been converted into four back-to- back cottages 

(Sheeran, 1986). Another early example can be found in Dracup Road, Great Horton, where 

four single-cell cottages have been fitted to together to form a block. The cottages date to 

c.1800.  

It is clear from the above that blocks of two or four back-to-backs are among the earliest 

appearances of the form in the Bradford area. But short rows were also being built, the 

majority dating to between 1820 and 1860. Although few have survived, at Windhill Old 

Road, Thackley, there is a row of six cottages (three each side), which date from between 

1820 and 1848 (Sheeran, 1986). 

Even in its day the back-to-back was condemned as an unhealthy house-type. The 

clearance of certain areas of Bradford and its early back-to-backs had begun in the later 

19th century, a process which was resumed after the Great War and continued up until the 

late 1980s. So strong was the opposition to back-to-backs in Bradford that in 1860 the 

Council forbade the building of them (Sheeran, 1986).  

But the ban in Bradford was short-lived. So fierce was the counter-attack from interested 

parties that the ban became an election issue. The building of back-to-backs recommenced 

after 1865. However, these houses were subject to new byelaws established by local 

boards. Strict building regulations meant that each house (or block) had to have a passage 

which was to be 6ft.6ins wide and 8ft high. Each house was also required to have its own 

privy situated in the rear yard. These new houses became known as ‘tunnel backs; the 

tunnel providing better ventilation to the rear, and easier access for refuse removal. Good 

examples of late 1860s to mid-1870s two-cell back-to-backs can be found on Gathorne 

Street, Great Horton (HLC_PK 15737), and Home View Terrace in Manningham (HLC_PK 

25298). Another variation on the two-cell plan is at Dartmouth Terrace in Manningham 

(HLC_PK 25698). These and surrounding (predominant) terraced houses were a speculative 

build by W.H. Jackson, a Bradford joiner and builder, who erected them between 1892 and 

1894 (Sheeran, 1986). 
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Surviving two-cell blocks can also be found to the east of the city centre, along Nuttall Road 

(dating to c.1875 – see HLC_PK 16263), along Rochester Street (dating to the late 1870s – 

see HLC_PK 15741) and Upper Seymour Street (dating to the 1890s). Early 20th century 

examples can be found along Wingfield Street (HLC_PK 16152), interspersed amongst 

terraced housing of the same date. 

Figure 320. Comparison between Bradford in the mid-19th century and late 19th century (OS 
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1st edition 6” 1st map c.1850 & OS 2nd edition 25” map of c.1894). © and database right 
Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence 

numbers 000394 and TP0024 

A railway connecting Bradford to Leeds was established in the 1840s and a station, which 

was later to become Forster Square Station (HLC_PK 16992, 16993 and 17040), was 

opened in 1846. The railway superseded the canal as the most efficient way of transporting 

people and goods around the country and its establishment allowed Bradford to keep apace 

of developments. Large-scale good yards were created to the north of Forster Square 

Station and to the south of Bradford Interchange (HLC_PK 16140). These have been 

gradually lost to late 20th and early 21st century commercial development (Forster Square 

Shopping Park – see HLC_PK 16222 and 16224). 

Warehouses designed to impress prospective clients arriving by train were constructed 

along the route of the railway. Manor Row and the surrounding area developed into a striking 

warehouse district. However, as the town centre itself was already built up at this time and 

rapidly running out of space, many of the new structures of the later industrial development 

of the town were constructed outside the immediate central area. Warehouse districts 

sprang up to the south-west of the city hall, where the Magistrates Court and Police 

Headquarters now stand and to the east of the city centre, in the area now known as Little

Germany (see HLC_PK 16482 and 16492). The mills and factories are clustered to the west 

in the Goitside.

Commercial and Civil Centre 

The development of industry in the town went hand in hand with the establishment and 

growth of commercial and civil buildings within the historic core of the ancient town. An 

impact of the of the rapid and sustained growth of Bradford in the early to mid-19th century is 

that virtually all elements of the pre-industrial and medieval town were swept away as the 

town expanded and was transformed into a major industrial centre. The Bradford 

Improvement Act of 1873 initiated a period of social and urban improvement that saw the 

foundation of many of the grander buildings of the city centre.  

The City Centre contains a rich legacy of Victorian structures that were constructed in 

Bradford’s hey-day - the buildings reflect the wealth and prestige of the city at that time. The 

majority of the historical and architecturally interesting buildings in the City Centre were 

constructed within a relatively narrow time span in the later decades of the 19th century. The 

types of buildings that were built are reflective of the nature of the city centre: civic buildings, 

commercial structures and buildings for cultural and leisure activities predominate.  Although 

grand mid to late Victorian architecture predominates, some early 19th century simpler style 
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buildings nestle amongst these elaborate structures. 20th century developments also 

juxtapose the Victorian constructions and complete the picture of the evolution of the city, as 

well as documenting the progression of architectural fashion. 

The majority of the buildings within the City Centre are in fact commercial properties, which 

is reflective of the business identity of the area. Warehouses and banks are perhaps the 

most characteristic of Bradford, but chambers and retail premises are also important 

components. Banks provided industrialists with a source of funds to expand their 

businesses. Thomas Leach, William Pollard and William Hardcastle established the first 

bank in the town in 1777, but it was the Quakers, notably Edmund Peckover, who opened 

the first official Bradford Bank on Bank Street in 1803. In the 1830s, two more banks were 

established in the town: the Bradford Commercial Joint Stock Banking Company and a 

branch of the Yorkshire District Banking Company. Although, none of these early structures 

have survived to the present day, the strength of the banking industry within the town is 

evident from many of the fine, later 19th century bank buildings that stand within the confines 

of the City Centre, for example Bank Street, Tyrrel Street and Hustlergate. 

The Wool Exchange (Grade I) stands out in the city centre as a building that symbolises the 

wealth and importance that the wool trade brought to Bradford in the late 19th century. The 

design of the building was a competition winner for Lockwood and Mawson in 1864. It was 

successfully converted to house a number of retail outlets in 1998. 

The types of buildings that were constructed in Bradford in the second half of the 19th

century are illustrative of the sociological change to a more democratic community. For 

example, the County Courts (1859) and the Town Hall (now City Hall, 1873 – see HLC_PK 

16935), which were built to accommodate the administrative functions of the new council. In 

addition, new types of civic buildings were established that are reflective of the philanthropic 

outlook that became a countrywide fashion. Rich businessmen ploughed some of their 

wealth back into society by providing services and entertainment for the people of the town. 

Buildings exemplary of the philanthropic trend include: the Poor Law Office (1877), the 

Warehouse Infirmary (1852), the Mechanics’ Institute (1871), the Technical College (1880 – 

see HLC_PK 15656) and Bradford Free Library (1872). But the extravagant structures that 

were constructed also had wider aspirations. The economic success of the town engendered 

a fierce civic pride that could only be expressed by a visual display of wealth, and 

architecture provided the ideal means. Intense competitive rivalries grew up between 

England’s late Victorian towns and cities and grand architectural statements became a 

phenomenon of the age.  
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St. George’s Hall (1851-3 – see HLC_PK 16859) was one of the earliest of these impressive 

buildings to be built in Bradford. It was commissioned by a private subscription headed by 

Samuel Smith, Bradford’s fourth mayor and was intended to represent the growing civic life 

of Bradford. The Wool Exchange (1867 – see HLC_PK 16924) is another such structure; it 

symbolises the great wealth and importance that the town had gained through the wool 

trade. In addition, elaborate banking halls, offices and shopping arcades, for example 

Kirkgate Market (which previously occupied the site of Kirkgate shopping centre) were 

constructed (see HLC_PK 16923). 

Figure 321. St Georges Hall, Bradford. © Copyright Betty Longbottom and licensed for reuse 

under this Creative Commons Licence. www.geograph.org.uk/photo/352219 

There are in fact very few ecclesiastical structures in the City Centre itself, as they were 

largely situated in surrounding areas that are now the Cathedral Precinct, Little Germany 

and beyond. There are two notable exceptions (former Salem Chapel at 28a Manor Row and 

Glyde House on Little Horton Lane). 

Goitside

The Goitside area of Bradford is important locally being the first area of the city’s earliest 

industrial quarter. This process of industrialisation formed the basis of the settlement’s 

wealth, influence and prestige during much of the 19th century. The goit is thought to have 

redirected water from Bradford Beck to power the medieval manorial cornmills, which 

evidence suggests were situated somewhere between what are now Aldermanbury and 

Godwin Street. It is of some antiquity and stands as evidence of early engineering practices 
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and the importance of water as a power source in the development of settlements in general, 

and Bradford in particular.

Figure 322. Goitside locality, Character Zones area map 

Cudworth’s map of 1800 testifies to the early stages of the industrial expansion of the area. It 

records that a number of mills were situated on the goit by the turn of the 19th century, along 

with some ribbon development further north along the line of Silsbridge Lane. A soke mill 

and a fulling mill were situated on the site of the medieval corn mill and further west, isolated 

some distance from the centre of town, Holme Mill, deemed to be Bradford’s first factory, 

stood (constructed in 1800). The land around the goit and beck provided the ideal setting for 

these industries, not only was it flat, but the watercourses acted as effective sewers for the 

disposal of effluents that were produced.  

Consequently many of the new mills, factories and foundries congregated around the lower 

parts of the town close to the goit. Thompson’s Mill is likely to have been the second 

established built in Bradford, opening in 1803. Constructed on a piece of land between 

Silsbiridge Land and the mill goit, the mill was originally a spinning mill, though expansion 

and redevelopment of the site of the course of the 19th century means that nothing of the 

original spinning mill remains. Along with the mill and associated industrial buildings that 

were situated adjacent to the goit itself, to the north, west of Albion Street, the Thompsons 

built a number of cottages to house the mill workers. The emergence of the residential 
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nature of the Goitside was established at the same time as its industrial component and the 

two are intricately connected and are still evident in the area today. 

Figure 323. Textile Mills and Warehousing, Sunbridge Road, Bradford. © Copyright David 

Spencer and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence (Geograph: 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/34431) 

A spur to the development of the area came in the mid-1820s, when an Act of Parliament 

approved the construction of the Bradford and Thornton Turnpike Road (Thornton Road), 

which runs along the valley bottom between the goit and the beck. This increased the 

accessibility of the area and a map of 1838 shows that many industrialists took advantage of 

this and virtually the whole of the road was lined with buildings by this time. Godfrey Wright, 

the largest inner city landowner at the beginning of the 19th century, sold off much of the 

valuable land between the goit and Thornton Road to a number of industrialists in 1836. A 

map dating from this year shows that at this time only Thornton Road, Westgate and

Silsbridge Road ran through the area, but a number of prospective roads would run 

perpendicular to them, along with building sites, were clearly marked. It was shortly after this 

that the Goitside area began to take on the shape that is recognisable today.  



734

The Goitside area, like most of Bradford, took on much of its present shape during the mid to 

late 19th century, with the majority of surviving buildings dating to this period. The most 

major change followed the Bradford Improvements of 1873, which occasioned the 

construction of Sunbridge Road.  The buildings constructed were larger and more ornate 

than their earlier counterparts, although not as grand as the warehouses of Little Germany to 

the east of the city. It was not until well into the 20th century that all the sites opened up by 

the new road were filled; however some evidence remains of the small buildings that existed 

before the highway scheme. Sunbridge Road became an important road of the area: a 

tramline was established along its length in the early decades of the 20th century and it 

formed the major gateway into the city from the west. As part of the improvements to the 

area, Silsbridge Lane was widened at the turn of the 20th century and was renamed Grattan 

Road.

In 1909 the Bradford Corporation carried out work in the Longlands Improvement Area. This 

led to the destruction of the existing dwellings in a slum clearance scheme and the 

construction of Bradford’s first tenement development, which consisted of five blocks of three 

storeys each. Further tenement blocks in Chain Street and Roundhill Street followed. These 

are considered to be Bradford’s earliest council houses and indicative of the philanthropic 

current and community mindedness, for which late 19th century Bradford is closely 

associated. 
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 Figure 324. Chain Street Social Housing, Bradford. © Copyright Stephen Armstrong and 

licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence (Geograph: 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1728092) 
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20th Century and beyond 

The 20th century saw a further change in the fortunes of Bradford. The warehouse sector 

had entered a drastic depression by 1875 due to changes in the world economic climate and 

foreign tariff practices. The response to failure in the market was initially to find other 

markets and then to diversify. From the beginning of the 1880s Bradford manufacturers and 

merchants began to trade in prepared fibres rather than whole cloth, which saw a further 

upsurge in the textile industry of the town. As a result, the warehouses of the town were 

adapted to house raw wool and new buildings continued to be constructed; trade in yarn and 

wool came to predominate in the city centre.  

Furthermore, commerce and retail continued to grow in Bradford in the early 20th century to 

become an important part of the local economy. Many new retail outlets, recreational and 

civic buildings were constructed, including the Commercial Inn (1900 – see HLC_PK 17009), 

North Parade (1907-10) the Alhambra Theatre (1914 – see HLC_PK 17332) and Sunwin 

House Department Store (1935-6 – see HLC_PK 17006). 

Both the woollen and worsted trades fell away in the early decades of the 20th century, 

leaving mills and warehouses empty and people redundant. There was however 

opportunities to move into the clerical and administrative work of banks, insurance 

companies and building societies, which had established themselves as important parts of 

Bradford’s economy. Following World War II, the worsted trade underwent a period of 

recovery, but by this time the problem had shifted to finding sufficient workers to run the 

mills. 

Bradford continued to undergo several phases of redevelopment throughout the 20th 

century. Slum clearance, begun in the previous century, continued into the early 20th 

century. In some cases, the occupants were rehoused near to the city centre, although in the 

main they were moved to new estates on the outskirts such as Ravenscliffe and Buttershaw. 

The 20th century also saw the development of many private housing estates outside of the 

city, which were occupied by the more affluent or middle classes. From the 1950s onwards, 

the majority of domestic dwellings around the city centre were occupied by Asian immigrants 

who moved into Bradford to take up employment in the textile industries (Firth, 1997). 

In 1974 a wool crises coincided with the worldwide oil crisis, a situation from which most 

textile firms could not recover. This was the dawning of a new era for Bradford. In response 

to the falling away of the textile industry, the local economy again diversified and Bradford 

now boasts impressive engineering, printing and packaging, chemical, financial, banking and 

export industries. High technology and media industries are also thriving in the city.  
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The city underwent a massive restructuring in the post-war period. A plan was devised to 

revamp the city centre to create a central area surrounded by an outer ring road and an 

inner civic ring road, reflective of planning ideologies of the time. The plan, named the S.G. 

Wardley plan after Stanley Gordon Wardley, who was appointed as the city’s engineer and 

surveyor in 1946, occasioned the demolition of much of the city’s existing infrastructure. 

Wardley's vision was very much of his age: he planned a new city 'with provision for a 

continuous self-regulating flow of traffic and the buildings that were erected were 

determinedly modern. 

The modernist movement in architecture also left its mark on the city. This brought a love of 

functionality and simplicity to architecture, which was combined with the newly available 

materials to produce the distinctive style of the 1960s and 1970s. Victorian structures were 

destroyed to make way for these modern structures. The most vivid example is the 

replacement of the ornate Victorian Kirkgate Market with the modern Kirkgate Shopping 

Centre (see HLC_PK 16923).  
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Figure 325. S.G.Wardley’s Redevelopment Pan for central Bradford, c.1946 (Firth, 1995) 

However, a number of modern office buildings and commercial premises have been inserted 

into the City Centre, the architectural quality of which makes them positive additions, for 

instance the JMC Building on the corner of Sunbridge Road and Godwin Street, and the 

Police Headquarters (HLC_PK 16632) and Magistrates Courts (HLC_PK 16937). A recent 

pedestrianisation scheme has been implemented in the heart of the city centre, effectively 

distinguishing the old street pattern of the settlement, which has become the nucleus of its 

retail and business activity. Very recent development includes the £260m Bradford 

Broadway Shopping Centre, which opened in November 2015. Plans for the site were 

announced in 1998, with work beginning in 2004. The scheme was halted in 2008 because 

of the global financial crisis, resulting in the site being dubbed the "Bradford hole" by some 

residents (see HLC_PK 16617). The site was not characterised by the West Yorkshire HLC 

due to the lateness of development – the area was recorded as being derelict (GIS and 

database), and on mapping produced here. 
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The University of Bradford (centered on HLC_PK 16273) is located to the west of in the 

city centre. The university received its Royal Charter in 1966, making it the 40th university to 

be created in Britain, but its origins date back to the early 19th century. There are two 

campuses: the main campus located on Richmond Road and the School of Management, at 

Emm Lane. The university's origins date back to the Mechanics Institute, founded in 1832, 

formed in response to the need in the city for workers with cutting-edge skills relevant to the 

workplace. In 1882, the institute became the Bradford Technical College. In 1957, the 

Bradford Institute of Technology, was formed as a College of Advanced Technology to take 

on the running of higher education courses. Construction of the Richmond Building, the 

largest building on campus, began in 1963. The Horton Building and Chesham building were 

subsequently added, on the opposite side of Richmond Road. Expansion of the main 

campus continued in the 1980s, with the addition of the Library and Computer Centre, 

Communal Building, Pemberton Building and Ashfield Building. An extension to the Library 

and Computer Centre was completed in the mid-1990s. In 1996, the university joined with 

the former Bradford and Airedale College of Health, which then became the School of Health 

Studies within the university. The Department of Physics was closed in the 1980s. The 

Department of Mathematics was closed to new undergraduates in 1997, with the remaining 

postgraduate activities and lecture support being integrated into the Department of 

Computing as the Mathematics Unit. The Department of Mathematics has since been 

reopened within the School of Computing, Informatics and Media. 
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Figure 326. Current Residential Areas of Bradford (by HLC Type) overlain on the OS 1:10000 base map
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4.3.3 Ilkley, Ben Rhydding and Middleton  
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Figure 327. Zone study area 

map of the Ilkley locality
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Overview

Ilkley is a spa town and civil parish in the District of Bradford (NGR 411,700 447,700). Ilkley 

civil parish includes the adjacent village of Ben Rhydding. Approximately 19km north of 

Bradford and 27km northwest of Leeds, the town lies mainly on the south bank of the River 

Wharfe in Wharfedale, one of the Yorkshire Dales. The established site of Ilkley is to the 

south of the River Wharfe, elevated above the flood plain (c.85m OD), with the historic core 

astride superficial deposits of alluvium and Diamicton Till within the Aire Valley, rising to 

Millstone Grit bedrock to the south. 

The bulk of Ilkley Moor dominates the town, almost casting it in shadow. The ever visible 

Moor reiterates Ilkley’s rural setting, and contributes much to the individuality of the place. 

The spread of the town up the flanks of the Moor both lends it much character and affords 

splendid views north, with the slope rising steeply from c.70m OD in the floodplain of the 

River Aire, to c.400m OD at High Moor. 

The area can be subdivided into three distinct but interconnected areas, each exhibiting 

characteristic phases of development: Ilkley Town and its immediate environs, Ben 

Rhydding and Middleton. 

The village of Ben Rhydding is situated in a picturesque setting about 1.6km to the east of 

the centre of Ilkley and about 16km to the northwest of Bradford. To the south of Ben 

Rhydding is Ilkley Moor, which rises up dramatically and almost seems to cast a shadow 

over the village below. Immediately to the north of the village is the railway line and beyond 

this the River Wharfe. 

Ilkley only expanded north of the river in the 20th century with sales of land and the 

development of the Middleton residential areas. Until this time, north of the river was 

meadow land, with woods to the steeper slopes, a more gentle landscape than that of Ilkley 

Moor. The predominantly green vista remains and climbs to the higher heather moorland of 

Denton and Langbar Moors and Round Hill, providing sweeping views for much of Ilkley’s 

suburbs.

Ilkley 

A number of HLC zones can be discerned, which equate well with those 6 character zones 

identified in the Ilkley Conservation Area Appraisal:  
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1. Historic Core (Roman and Medieval Core) - Ilkley’s origins at the Fort, Parish Church 

and Manor House. 

2. Commercial and Civic Centre (Shopping Centre) - Focused around the axes of The 

Grove and Brook Street. 

3. Early 19th Century Residential Development (Spa Town) - Evolved around the 

former hydrotherapy establishments and their grounds. 

4. Workers’ Terraced Housing (Railway Town) - The station and the community of 

workers’ houses beyond.  

5. Victorian Suburbs - Residential streets and terraces south and west of The Grove. 

6. Late 19th to Early 20th Century Suburban Expansion - Victorian and Edwardian 

expansion of the affluent residential area. 

The WYHLC also recorded mid to later 20th century residential expansion to the west, north 

and east of the historic core (and later Victorian and Edwardian suburbs), eventually merging 

with the separate areas of Ben Rhydding and Middleton (discussed below).  

Historic Core of Ilkley (Roman and Medieval Core) 

The medieval village and 19th-century town of Ilkley was constructed on one of the most 

important Roman sites in West Yorkshire. The settlement was founded by the Brigantes 

above the flood plain of the Wharfe. A fort was built here in the 1st century AD to guard a 

junction in the Roman road system, at the point where a north-south route, across the 

Wharfe, met one of the main east-west trans-Pennine roads, from Ribchester to York. At that 

junction a civilian settlement, or vicus, also developed, principally along the east-west road, 

now approximately the line of The Grove, and was known as Olicana. Discoveries of Roman 

remains have been recorded at Ilkley from the 16th century onwards, and some of these 

finds can be seen in the Manor House Museum, which occupies part of the fort area. The 

only upstanding Roman masonry is a stretch of the western fort wall behind the Museum, 

though the extent of the fort is partially visible as a modified earthwork. The site of the fort is 

a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  
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Figure 328. Aerial view of Ilkley. The historic core is in the centre of the photograph, the 

commercial area (The Grove and Station Street) running diagonally southwest to northeast, 

19th century workers’ terracing surrounding the station and Victorian and Edwardian suburbs 

to the west and southeast. The photography also shows the later 19th through to mid-20th 

century development of Middleton to the north of the river (top left). Source: 

www.ilkleygazette.co.uk/resources/images/3471837.jpg 

In post-Roman times part of the fort area became a Christian burial ground: so much is 

evident from the exceptionally fine Anglo-Saxon crosses which formerly stood in various 

parts of the churchyard, but were later brought together on the south side and have now 

been housed in the parish church tower. They date to the 9th century. A stone church may 

have existed there by that date, as two Roman altars, also preserved in the church, had 

been recut to form Anglo-Saxon doorway or window lintels. By the 10th century, Ilkley was 

part of the Archbishop of York’s Wharfedale estates, centred on Otley; it may have been part 

of that estate since the late 7th century. The archbishops appear to have lost most of Ilkley 

to other landowners in the late 10th century, and the church and priest recorded there in 

1086 are likely to have belonged to the Norman lord William de Percy. It is probable that the 

Anglo-Saxon and Norman manorial halls were also located on the fort site. They were 

certainly there during the 13th and 14th centuries, as remains of medieval structures have 

been found built out of the Roman walls to the north of the Manor House Museum: these 

include a stone latrine, indicative of manorial status. The earliest part of the present ‘Manor 

House’, dating probably to the 14th century, also belonged to this group of buildings, though 
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the rest of the structure was evidently demolished during rebuilding works of the 16th and 

17th centuries, when the ‘Manor House’ reached its present form. Listed Grade I, it is a 

particularly fine example of Elizabethan domestic architecture. 

Figure 329. Parish Church of All Saints (Photo: West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory 

Service).

The nearby Parish Church of All Saints (HLC_PK 28193) is presumably also on the site of its 

Anglo-Saxon predecessor. It was largely rebuilt in the 15th century, though it incorporates a 

south doorway of 13th century date. The nave was lengthened and the eastern parts of the 

church were rebuilt in 1861. Both the medieval manor house and church made extensive 

use of the Roman building materials available, and the same is true of the medieval and later 

farmhouses and outbuildings, often single storey buildings with masonry walls and thatched 

roofs. These survived until Ilkley’s development as a spa town in the later 19th century. 

The medieval settlement lay near the manor house and church, on both sides of what is now 

Church Street, and this is the only part of the present town where a significant number of 

18th and early 19th-century buildings survive. They include, on the north side, the Mallard 
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Inn, dated 1709, and beyond the western end of the old village, the Grammar School of 

1635. On the south side of the street, the Box Tree is an early 18th-century farmhouse (all 

contained with HLC_PK 28193). Other farmhouses and cottages extended along what is 

now Brook Street south of its junction with Church Street, along both sides of the stream that 

flowed down Mill Ghyll. This was one of the routeways to the common pastures of Ilkley 

Moor, and also the location of the manorial water corn mill, first recorded in the early 13th 

century. Another routeway, further west, emerged into Green Lane, a lane parallel to Church 

Street which followed a stretch of the Roman road and was later transformed into The Grove 

(HLC_PK 28161). 

Opposite Glovers Garage is an ancient stone wall and a flight of stone steps. These 

originally led up to the front door of ‘Donkey Jackson’s’ old thatched cottage, from where 

visitors were taken to White Wells on donkeys. The allotments behind the wall are on the site 

of Old Donkey House, a former thatched single-storey hall-house with a stone-slated two-

storey 17th century cross-wing. Numbers 14 and 16 Bridge Lane (Castle House) were 

formerly a single three-storey house of c.1740. It is a listed building and has an impressive 

Baroque doorcase with pediment, triple keystone and Gibbs surround and is the most 

important building on the street. 

Either side of Church Street are rows of 17th to 18th century buildings, many of them 

vernacular cottages that have been converted into commercial use. On the north side of 

Church Street is an 18th century range of buildings with square-headed passageways 

between the shops. Below them is The Mallard (now The Flying Duck), a low two-storey 17th 

century stone farmhouse with chamfered mullion windows either side of a central door dated 

1709, with an oval window above. It has a central chimneystack for back-to-back fireplaces. 

Early 20th century buildings are aligned to the curve of the street at its junction with Bridge 

Lane.

Most of the buildings on the south side of Church Street date to the late 19th century, built as 

shops with accommodation above (for example, The Arcade, c.1895). However a number of 

earlier buildings survive, although some having later alteration. Numbers 19/21 is mid-18th 

century, having stepped lights to the first floor. The Rose and Crown was a 17th-century 

building, refronted and rebuilt in the 1870s. The Box Tree Restaurant was originally a Queen 

Anne farmhouse constructed c.1710. 
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Figure 330. The Box Tree Restaurant, Church Street, Ilkley © Copyright Betty Longbottom 

and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

www.geograph.org.uk/photo/475508 

Most of the buildings on the south side of Church Street date to the late 19th century, built as 

shops with accommodation above (for example, The Arcade, c.1895). However a number of 

earlier buildings survive, although some having later alteration. Numbers 19/21 is mid-18th 

century, having stepped lights to the first floor. The Rose and Crown was a 17th-century 

building, refronted and rebuilt in the 1870s. The Box Tree Restaurant was originally a Queen 

Anne farmhouse constructed c.1710. 

On Skipton Road stands the first hotel to be built in the town, The Lister’s Arms in 1825. No 

longer an inn, it has been converted to flats with late 20th-century extensions to the rear. 

More shops on the north side are interspersed with late 19th century terraced housing. 

Further along is the only 17th century building to survive in the town: the former Grammar 

School of 1635, now an antique shop. It is a small, single-storey gabled building with 

chamfered mullion windows, partly obscured by creepers, retaining its original stone corner 

fireplace. Opposite is the gable front of the Methodist Chapel of 1834, which later housed the 

town’s first museum. 
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Listed shops at Nos.10-18 Church Street date from the 18th century and provide a 

contrasting urban foreground to views of the Church from the south and west. Church Street 

and nearby Bridge Street contain other cottages, pubs and workshops which mark the 

historic centre of the Roman settlement of Olicana as it evolved through the medieval period.  

Yew Croft on Chapel Lane dates from the early 19th century and is a modest terrace of 

cottage houses. The row was extended northwards in the 1920s. Leading down to Bolton 

Bridge Road, the lane narrows. Here No.10 is possibly of 17th-century origin, constructed of 

rubble masonry with an 18th century doorcase cut into the earlier walling. It may be one of 

the only remaining early thatched cottages that were such a feature of the town before its 

19th century transformation. Originally it was part of a longer row of which there is no sign 

except for a mark of a roofline on its gable end. 

Commercial and Civic Core of Ilkley (Shopping Centre) 

Focused on Brook Street, The Grove and Station Road, the commercial centre of town is the 

product of a significant rebuilding and expansion of the old village of IIkley in the second half 

of the nineteenth century. The majority of the buildings are contained within a Commercial 
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Commercial and Civic Core of Ilkley HLC thematic map. The hachured area (blue) denotes 

commercial buildings within the historic core. 

Shops and inns had formerly been focused on the turnpike road where the few pre-1850 

buildings in this sector survive (e.g. 19-21 Church Street and The Box Tree). Commercial 

development was encouraged to spread southwards from the Church Street axis by several 

developments between 1850 and 1865. First, the brook of Brook Street was covered over in 

1850 creating today’s spacious street, then the Crescent Hotel, built around 1860 for 

“commercial gentlemen”, and Brook Terrace which came to mirror its striking curved shape 

on the opposite side of Brook Street, served to draw travellers into the town centre. Finally, 

the opening of the station in 1865 established an entirely new commercial focus to the town 

centre at the top of Brook Street. Solidly built terraces gradually replaced tumbledown barns 

and thatch roofed farmhouses and woolcombers’ cottages on Brook Street. Earlier buildings 

of the redevelopment were relatively plain, but as the century progressed, design became 

more elaborate. For example, the surviving upper floor elevations of the 1870 “Gothic 

House”, now housing Boots Chemists, contrast with the plainer buildings on the east side of 

Brook Street. 

Throughout the 1870s, shops also spread westwards along the prime, south-facing side of 

The Grove and became the fashionable promenade still popular today. Fuelled by the rapid 

expansion of the suburbs and increasing popularity with rail-borne day visitors (as well as 

those seeking hydrotherapy treatments), redevelopment of the central area with new shops, 

an arcade, refreshment rooms, inns, banks and other facilities continued throughout the 

nineteenth century. The basic form of the town centre and the principal buildings was 

established by 1914.  

Figure 332. 

The Grove, 

Ilkley © 

Copyright

Alexander P 

Kapp and 

licensed for 

reuse under 

this Creative 

Commons

Licence.

www.geogra
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ph.org.uk/photo/2043861 

On the north side of Station Road stands the original station building designed in 1864 by 

J.H. Sanders for the Midland Railway. On the south side of the road are Ilkley’s Civic 

buildings developed after the local government act of 1888. Built 1906-08 to the design of 

William Bakewell (architect, of Leeds) it is a carefully balanced U-shaped composition, with 

the recessed central Town Hall flanked by pavilions set forward, that to left the Library and 

that to right the Kings Hall. The area behind the municipal offices was not developed until the 

early 20th-century. Here the former post office is at one end of Whitton Croft Road, with the 

austere Christian Science Church dated 1939 at the other end. Close by on a cross street is 

the superb Art Nouveau former Methodist Assembly Hall, with impressive traceried windows 

and stylish carved hood-mould stops and Rennie Mackintosh-style leaded windows with 

twisted fronds. It was converted to ten flats c. 1985 to the designs of local architects Allison 

and Macrae, winning a local award in recognition of its sympathetic conversion. Next above 

is Ilkley’s only 6-storey high-rise concrete-framed tower block built in the 1960s on the site of 

the Royal Hotel. 

The area above The Grove was laid out as streets from the late 1860s onwards by a single 

firm of land agents and surveyors, Smith & Gothardt (Bradford), who master minded the 

development of the town for the Middleton family in conjunction with the local estate agents 

Dacres and Heppers. Sale plans of the 1868 and 1869 offered ‘freehold building sites for 

Residences, and Retail Shops’ on the former ‘Green Lane intended to be called The Grove, 

42ft wide’. Building plots were offered on Wells Promenade, Riddings Road and Parish Ghyll 

Road where Sedbergh School also owned land to the west of the road. A number of Special 

Conditions specified that the buildings had to be at least two storeys in height, and to be built 

to a minimum cost of £250, to be faced in stone or white pressed brick; red brick was 

specifically excluded. It was perhaps significant that the Middletons had shares in the 

Tadcaster Brick Works where such bricks could be obtained. 

There is therefore a wide range of Victorian architecture within the town centre, reflecting the 

piecemeal way in which development proceeded, but uniformity due to a consistency of 

scale, proportions and materials. The Grove, for example, consists of a number of distinct 

blocks of buildings of varying height and appearance which harmonise because of their 

consistent scale and whose distinctiveness comes from the glass or cloth shop canopies and 

street trees sheltering the walkway. Later 20th century developments have mostly respected 

the scale and proportions of the late Victorian architecture - for example the infilling of the 

gap in Brook Street through which the railway once passed. The main streets still retain their 

predominantly late Victorian and Edwardian stone buildings, and recent infill building has 
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been generally sympathetic in terms of its general scale and materials. However, both The 

Grove and Brook Street have suffered due to the installation of some poor quality, 

unsympathetic new shop fronts over a period of many years. 

Industrial Period Development – The Immediate Environs of Ilkley 

Ilkley had developed little beyond the medieval framework by the mid-19th century. It was 

still largely an agricultural community, with an involvement in textiles. It had had a fulling mill 

since at least 1378, when the Poll Tax recorded two ‘walkers’ or fullers. Their water-powered 

mill was presumably located in Mill Ghyll, near the corn mill, and may later have been 

transformed into one of the two corn mills. In 1787, a cotton mill was built on the site where 

Wells House now stands. The stone quarries on the edge of Ilkley Moor represented another 

industry, and the map shows the haul roads to Hanging Stones quarries, running through the 

common pastures called the Cow Pasture, occupying the line later taken by Cowpasture 

Road. These routeways and lanes, together with Bridge Lane leading to the 17th century 

bridge across the Wharfe, created the basic planning frame for the phenomenal expansion 

of Ilkley in the 1860s.  

Unlike other West Yorkshire towns, Ilkley does not have an industrial (textile) base to its 

development. The Pennine foothills have long been known for the manufacture of textiles, 

the plentiful sources of strong flowing water being used to power the machines. It is 

conventional to think of the northern limit of the woollen industry as Airedale, and cotton 

manufacture to be limited to west of the Pennines, but both were represented in Wharfedale. 

In the eighteenth century wool was the predominant industry, mostly at the domestic level. 

The preamble to a 1755 Turnpike Act states that woollen manufacture was carried out in 

Addingham, Ilkley and Kildwick. "There are three or four hundred weavers or more and great 

numbers of inferior workmen employed under them. The families weave usually on their own 

accounts and dispose of their goods in Halifax or Colne." Later on woollen manufacture 

became concentrated in the two great mills at Addingham founded by John Cunliffe of Ilkley. 

In Ilkley itself domestic weaving went into a rapid decline. By the 1820's all that remained of 

the textile industry was a small cotton mill on the site of Wells House cottages but by 1850 

this too had disappeared. Even today, there are very few industrial buildings in Ilkley – 

generally small-scale 1960s units on Little Lane (Lencia Industrial Estate), and modest-sized 

engineering works on Mayfield Road (established in the early 21st century). 

The expansion was founded on a different industry; one based on the curative qualities of 

the water, which issued from the ground at White Wells, south of the historic core. The 
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Middletons, the principal landowners and lords of the manor developed the wells as a spa, 

during the 18th century, and this establishment seems to have been well visited, mainly from 

the surrounding urban areas, by the 1820s. It led to the appearance of over 30 lodging 

houses by 1829, the year when the Charitable Institution baths were erected next to White 

Wells. To accommodate visitors a large new inn called the Lister Arms was built on Church 

Street in 1825; and to facilitate their journeys, a carriage and donkey hiring business was set 

up in Bridge Lane: the steps formerly leading up to this establishment are still extant. In the 

1831 census nearly a quarter of the recorded population comprised visitors. Development 

outside the old village areas was, however, slow. Dixon’s Hall was built off what became 

Wells Road in the 1820s. The site of an early cotton mill was used for the erection of the 

stables and lodge to Wells House (later Bradford and Ilkley Community College, now flats) in 

1856. The Grove Hospital was constructed in 1862. Some building land was released in 

1858 when the Cow Pasture was enclosed: Craiglands, Troutbeck and Rockwood House 

were erected soon afterwards; but the Middletons were unwilling to release land. 

Figure 333. Population change in Ilkley in the 19th century. A Vision of Britain Through Time. 

GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth, Ilkley Tn/CP/AP) 

www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10437430/cube/TOT_POP 

At the beginning of the 19th century, Ilkley was a village of some 400 inhabitants, a century 

later, the population reached 7,455, an increase due only in part to the establishment of spa 

facilities in the 1840s. Rapid growth came about in the second half of the 19th century as 

Ilkley became a dormitory town for Bradford and Leeds, a development which crucially 

depended on the arrival of the railway in 1865, and from 1867 the land sales from the 

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

1801 1811 1821 1831 1841 1851 1881 1891 1901

Nineteenth Century Population Growth in Ilkley



754

Middleton estate. The population of Ilkley increased by 141% between 1861 and 1871 and 

by a further 88% between 1871 and 1881, through an influx of middle class families. The 

town centre was rapidly developed, and after a slump during the 1880s, further significant 

development shaped the present historic core during the 1890s and early 1900s, most 

development occurring on the flanks of the Moor and to the west of the centre. 

Early 19th Century Residential Development (Spa Town)

The fashion amongst upper class society for spa water treatments from the start of the 18th 

century began a period of expansion of the town and the building of a number of Institutions 

devoted to hydrotherapy. The long established pure spring on the moor at White Wells was 

followed in 1844 by the Ben Rhydding “Hydro” (now demolished) where treatments were 

pioneered. Hydrotherapy then became very successful in Ilkley, and soon a number of other 

large, imposing buildings had been constructed as centres for the water cure offering 

“scientific baths of every description”.

Figure 334. Spa Town, Ilkley. Thematic map (by Period Start) 
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They included Wells House, opened in 1856 and built to a design by Cuthbert Brodrick 

(HLC_PK 28013). It stands in a commanding position overlooking the town and set in 

extensive grounds with mature trees. Latterly the building has been used as a College and 

various ancillary modern buildings have grown up around the original Hydropathic 

establishment. It has recently been converted into luxury apartments and, as a 

consequence, the plot has been given a post 1990 Character date (HLC_PK 28013). 

“Craiglands” (HLC_PK 28248) was opened in 1859 offering the water cure for the less well-

off. Craiglands is the only hydro to survive as a hotel, with the former stables and coach 

house converted into apartments. Both these landmark buildings illustrate the profitability of 

the various hydrotherapeutic treatments offered to privileged Victorians for an assortment of 

ailments. They are imposing buildings with turrets, gables and battlements characteristic of 

the Victorian revival of Gothic styles. Of particular importance is the setting of these 

landmark buildings within extensive grounds and mature landscaping which provides an 

interlinking network of open space running down to the shopping area. Smaller, lesser 

known examples of surviving hydropathic architecture include “Troutbeck” (1863) - now a 

nursing home, and “Rockwood” (1871) at the top of Cowpasture Road - now flats. Of the old 

hydros, only Wells House is presently a listed building. 
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Figure 335. Wells House, Ilkley. Wells House (used by Ilkley College, now luxury flats) 

Grade II Listed. Originally a very large hydropathic establishment, now part of a 

college of education. Circa 1860, by Cuthbert Brodrick. 3 storeys. Ashlar. 

Symmetrical rectangular design. © Copyright Colin Smith and licensed for reuse under 

this Creative Commons Licence. www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1351080 

By the 1880s, however, hydropathy was in rapid decline as the treatment became 

discredited. Several hydropathic establishments that did not find new uses, declined and 

were demolished for redevelopment while the reputation of llkley as a healthy place to take 

air and exercise allowed others to branch into early tourism by evolving into Hotels. 

Allied to the development of the hydropathic Institutions is former The Grove Convalescent 

Hospital, built in 1862 to another Victorian Gothic Revival design by Perkins and Blackhouse 

of Leeds. The gardens of the Convalescent Hospital fronting The Grove are of especial 

importance to the character of the latter shopping street. 

Also contributing to the character of the Spa Town area are some of the earliest of the 

middle class housing which began to develop beyond the less desirable old commercial 

centre as the town’s prosperity improved. Belle Vue, Mount Pleasant and the impressive 

listed houses on West View date from around 1840. Simple proportions and an almost rustic 

character reflect the fact that at that time llkley would still have been a small Dales village, 

Many of the above later became lodging houses for growing numbers of visitors, and some 

are still in hotel use today. Wells Road was the main route to the Moor and Wells House. 

Many visitors would be carried up by donkeys hired in the town. A set of mounting steps in 

Wells Road is an interesting remnant of these times. Ilkley Hall (HLC_PK 28252) and its 

surviving grounds is another important early house, being one of the first built for a 

professional man of independent means in 1825. Here too, there has been recent 

development of housing within the former garden plot.   

Workers’ Terraced Housing within Ilkley (Railway Town) 

The Railway arrived in 1865 and thus began a transition between llkley as a Spa, and as an 

increasingly popular place to retire to, commute from or visit on a day-trip. The Station 

(HLC_PK 28034) forms the centrepiece of this sector which also consists of the areas of 

working class housing from the late Victorian and inter-war periods between Railway Road 

and Leeds Road. 
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Within the residential area are other buildings associated with residential expansion in the 

late Victorian period such as All Saints School (1872), the Church of All Saints HaIl (1899) 

and rows of shops with relatively unspoilt frontages onto Leeds Road. 

The area between Leeds Road and Railway Road is characterised by long rows of terraced 

housing, the majority dating to the 1870s through to the late 1880s, with some early to mid-

20th century additions. The larger terraced houses, Clifton Terrace, on Lower Wellington 

Road have stone canted bay windows and doorcases with arched fanlights under pointed 

relieving arches; and with small gardens to the front enclosed by dwarf walls. Also typically 

there is a corner shop at the junction with Little Lane.  

Further up Wellington Road the houses are more densely packed, on both sides of the 

street, and open to the pavement without gardens to the front. This area is typical of the 

speculative terraces surrounding West Yorkshire towns, the streets here named after 

historical figures and battles: Wellington, Nelson, Trafalgar, Nile and Victory Roads 

((HLC_PK 28032 and 28029. The latter two are part of the early to mid-20th-century 

development of the town providing cheaper housing in demand between the wars. While 

these are workers’ houses they are for white-collar workers who either worked in Ilkley or 

commuted to the larger towns of Leeds and Bradford, made accessible by the railway. 

Figure 337. Nile 
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industries such as brewing, building trades, furniture making and upholstery. Ilkley relied for 

its prosperity on the many shops and hotels for the growing numbers of visitors attracted by 

the hydropathic establishments and the walking on the moors. 

Leeds Road is lined with terraced houses of the 1880s mostly converted to shops ((HLC_PK 

27955). Numbers 22 to 34 have quite fine shop fronts built in front of the houses with 

decorative cast-iron fluted Corinthian pillars and wooden windows. Most of the buildings on 

the rest of the road were built around 1900. Further east off Springs Lane is a block of stone-

built terraced housing dating to 1870/80 (Richmond Court - HLC_PK 28064). All the streets 

between Leeds Road and the river post-date 1880; some are early/mid-20th century. These 

are modest terraces, the earliest, such as those on Weston Road, with rockfaced walling and 

keyed-arched doorways ((HLC_PK 27956 and 27972). 

Victorian Suburbs 

The expansion of Ilkley during 1865-1901 saw the building of a large number and wide 

variety of dwellings, as the railway made commuting to work in the more smoky centres of 

the West Riding textile industry a possibility, and as land was sold off by William Middleton - 

Lord of the Manor. The area is dominated by houses from this period, which provide visual 

quality and are harmonious in terms of design, scale and materials, and contribute to a high 

standard of environment. In this period, llkley houses became more elaborate in design - 

illustrating the prosperity of the incoming Wool Merchants and professional classes and their 

desire for houses reflecting the latest tastes in architecture. The 1880s saw a slump in house 

building in llkley, but there was a revival in the 1890s but by then the grander houses were 

being built away at some distance from the centre. There are presently few listed buildings in 

this area, although this is not necessarily a criticism of the architecture.  

This area have been characterised by the WYHLC as late 20th century housing estate 

(HLC_PK 27990), with the majority of buildings dating to this period. However, the essential 

character or grain of a Victorian and Edwardian suburb still shows through. 

Bolton Bridge Road is a continuation of The Grove, leading downhill to Skipton Road. Its 

east side has particularly good terrace of late Victorian houses, characterised by decorative 

open timber porches (Yewbank Terrace - HLC_PK 28137). At the corner of Regent Road are 

smaller terraced houses c.1900, which have rustic rock-faced projecting bays under lean-to 

blue slate roofs (HLC_PK 28230). At the junction with Cunliffe Road is Morten’s Hardware 

Store, originally Cunliffe Café c.1900, a large purpose-built pair of shops with corner 
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entrances. The road provides access to the large central car-park set in the square behind 

the backs of the buildings on Church Street, Brook Street and The Grove. Some attempt has 

been made to tidy up the backs of the shops in recent years and new shops have been 

created looking inwards to this tarmac piazza. This car park is central to the town and is 

many visitors’ first experience of the town. 

Figure 338. Early 20th century semi-detached villa house on Grove Road. © Copyright 

Humphrey Bolton and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1833304 

The Grove Road and Kings Road area comprises housing dating to the mid-Victorian period, 

including a c.1880 terrace in a restrained Gothic style. The north side of the road was 

developed after 1901 when the area was sold off in lots. Number 2, Morven was built 

1905/06 and is a fine example of the Arts and Crafts style. On Kings Road is a Baptist 

Church built c.1902 in a Perpendicular Gothic style, its windows filled with Art Nouveau 

coloured glass (HLC_PK 28160). 
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On Queens Road, standing close to the broad junction with Wells Road, are a particularly 

good pair of mid-Victorian villas in Gothic Revival style, built on the site of the Mill Dam 

which was drained and filled in during the 1870s. All the early development, as elsewhere in 

the town, is built on the uphill south side of the road. Here was built the Friends’ Meeting 

House in 1869, standing originally on its own but now with dwellings on either side (HLC_PK 

28325). The former Ilkley College (Deaconess Court), erected as a boys boarding school in 

1869, was later extended in 1874. In 1902 the building was purchased by the Wesley 

Deaconess Order as its teaching college. It closed in 1968 when it was converted to flats, 

and the former school grounds now occupied by modern housing (Ivy Court and Linnburn 

Mews). As a consequence, although the earlier character type has significant visibility, the 

current character type is modern housing (HLC_PK   28325) 

Figure 339. St Margaret’s Parish Church, Queens Road. © Copyright Humphrey Bolton and 

licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4096474 

Queens Road widens at its approach to St. Margaret’s Church (HLC_PK 28027) and is 

characterised by magnificent trees on every side. Built on a steep slope, the east end of the 

church rises high above a crypt with monumental buttresses which, with the large 
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Perpendicular style East Window and North Transept, create an impressive effect. Built in 

1878 to the designs of the eminent architect Richard Norman Shaw, it demonstrates an early 

use of snecked riser masonry to its walling. The western end of the road was a favoured 

location for the larger villas. Norman Shaw also designed St John’s (1879) at the same time 

as the church; and T.C. Hope designed Arden Lea (1881) and Arden Croft (1897) in an Old 

English style first introduced by Norman Shaw. Hope was largely responsible for the layout 

of Manningham as a residential suburb where he did many villa and terrace designs. These 

buildings influenced the designs of terraces and villas built in Ilkley during the last quarter of 

the 19th century. 

Albany Walk has some interesting larger mid-Victorian houses on the south side of the road. 

These have gables decorated with fretted bargeboards and blue-slate roofs with contrasting 

lighter fish-scale slates. One house dated 1871 has a decorative iron cresting to its spired 

tower. There is a fine stone setted back lane behind the houses accessed between the two 

larger houses at the end of the road fronting Wells Walk. Running downhill from Albany Walk 

are four roads leading to The Grove: Parish Ghyll Road, Back Parish Ghyll Road, Riddings 

Road and Wells Walk. 

Mill Ghyll Public Gardens: sandwiched between Wells Walk and Wells Promenade is a 

pleasant narrow garden running down the hill on either side of Mill Ghyll. The paths were laid 

out in 1873. 

Most of the houses on Riddings Road date from around 1900 and are characterised by 

stone fronts with white-painted rendered backs. Close to the bottom of the road, next to the 

Congregational Church is Riddings Hall, a Gothic Revival building of 1880. Just above is the 

Police Station, built slightly later, which features fretted bargeboards to its gables. 

The main point of interest on Back Parish Ghyll Road is the former Ilkley Hospital of 1862. 

Following the addition of and extension in 1885, its name was changed the following year to 

‘Ilkley Hospital and Convalescent Home’. Built in a Scottish Baronial style, similar to the 

extension to Craiglands, it is U-shaped to the north with prominent stepped gables with 

conical turrets. The hospital closed a few years ago, and has recently been converted into 

housing for the elderly (as Abbeyfield Court).  
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Figure 340. St Margaret’s Terrace, Albany Road. © Copyright Humphrey Bolton and 

licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4096468 

Parish Ghyll Road (HLC_PK 28182) was developed after 1869 and has an interesting and 

varied range of Victorian and early Edwardian architecture with some more recent late 20th 

century in-fill. Further up the hillside, detached villas were also under construction. For 

example, Ashburn and Heather Bank (1871). Alexandra Crescent and St. Margaret’s 

Terrace are typical terraces of the 1870s (HLC_PK 28229), but perhaps the most attractive 

domestic architecture is located on the south side of Kings Road facing the Memorial 

Garden.

St James Road was developed in the late 1890s (HLC_PK 29183). It has long rows of 

modest Edwardian stone terraced houses with timber bay windows. Some semi-detached 

houses at the junction with Oakburn Road, developed in the early 20th century, have stone 

lower walls with rendered and pebble-dashed upper walls with delicate timber verandas. 

These demonstrate a change in style that was taken up in the later suburban developments 

on the outskirts of the town. 
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Late 19th to Early 20th Century Suburban Expansion 

To the west of town centre, around Queens Road, Queens Drive, Hebers Ghyll Drive and 

Panorama Drive, the suburban growth of the late nineteenth century created a somewhat 

different character which consisted of larger family sized housing with elements of new and 

old architectural styles. The suburban growth of Ilkley was spurred by land sales by the 

Middleton Estate from the 1860s. Building slowed in the 1880s but the pace resumed in the 

1890s. Eaton Road is typical of family houses built at this time. Wilton Road includes larger 

detached houses, with the use of red rosemary roof tiles, which became a common feature 

of Edwardian Ilkley. Key landmark buildings include One Oak, on Parish Ghyll Drive, built in 

1891 for Jonathan Walley, a woollen cloth merchant. The house is prominent on the junction 

with Princess Road. Across is Ferndale of 1870 built for architect George Hill who assisted 

Cuthbert Brodrick. 

As Queens Road climbs steadily, the houses grow in size and status. St Johns, by Norman 

Shaw (converted into flats in the 1950s) is a powerful and forbidding mock vernacular 

composition. Straven House of 1881, Belmont and Shandon of 1891 and Iddesleigh of 

c.1886 all follow more typical styles of the time although each is individual with towers, 

turrets and Gothic detailing. Queens Drive is dominated by Arden Lea, built in 1881 to 

designs of Thomas Hope for George Thorpe, a Bradford department store owner. The 

house, recently listed Grade II, is a bold Italianate composition dominated by the tower and 

projecting bay windows. The house is set in large grounds with spectacular views 

northwards. Immediately east are a pair of semi-detached villas, Arden Croft and Briarwood 

of 1897, again by Thomas Hope. These indicate a change in style to Edwardian and Arts 

and Crafts, with rendered upper storeys, ornamental barge boards and red clay tile hanging 

and roofs. 

Further along Queens Drive, development is widely spaced, but the houses are distinctive 

and have spacious grounds - Fairstowe and Greystones, built as one in 1894 and Baillegate 

of 1905 are typical. To the south of Queens Drive, The Chalet and Fairmount are imposingly 

set above mature gardens. The ornate overhanging eaves and long roof slopes of these 

houses built in 1876/7 gives them a unique appearance. The 1990s development at 

Westwood Rise is somewhat unsympathetic to the area. 

Further up onto Panorama Drive, the character becomes more informal and wooded. 

Panorama Woods includes some fine native firs. Opposite set dramatically in heavily 
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wooded grounds is Moorside, with a huge stained glass stair window and elaborate barge-

boarding. Beyond are several unusual detached properties - Heber Cottage and The 

Larches were certainly constructed by 1888. The group of houses at the end of Panorama 

Drive has an individual village character, with cottages to the right with an open grass 

frontage, and larger houses with former coach houses opposite (Amblethorpe was built in 

1892). The proximity to the Moor and the grassed links providing access add to this unique 

character. 

Wilton Road, lined with large houses of the 1890s, descends in a graceful curve to Grove 

Road. Neasham House of 1889 was built for one generation of a family, Linden, Friarswood 

and Glenwood were built for their offspring. At the top, Wyndecliffe was built in 1895/6. 

Grove Road is tree lined, with regular coursed stone boundary walls and mature garden tree 

cover forming a belt to either side of the road. This is typical of the character of affluent 

Edwardian Ilkley. The architectural style is different from the Italianate or Gothic late 

Victorian villas further up the slopes. Arts and Crafts influences are clear on a number of 

properties. The uniformity of materials is clear on Grove Avenue, a cul-de-sac of 9 houses 

built in 1904/5 to designs of H.W Pease &Co. of Ilkley. Each house is different in design, but 

most retain typical multi-paned upper lights to windows and restrained Arts and Crafts 

details. 

The western end of Grove Road is archetypal Ilkley: a wide avenue, substantial tree cover to 

gardens and large semi-detached or detached houses. Most of the houses here and on 

Hebers Ghyll Drive were built between 1900 and 1910: Ghyll Croft 1903, Barn Cottage 1907, 

Hollycroft 1904, Peartree, Westcote and Fairholm by 1903. The westernmost extremity is 

bounded by the extensive well wooded grounds of Hebers Mount (1890). Now converted to 

flats, it still retains its period appearance, and the detached houses in the grounds are well 

screened. 

Infill development has occurred along Grove Road with varying degrees of success. ‘The 

Lutyens’ development of 1996 next to Grade II* Heathcote is of lower density and its scale 

makes the impact acceptable. Norwood Park was constructed in the early 1990s, again on 

the site of a detached house. The most recent infill has seen the demolition of Hollin Grange 

and its neighbour at the western end of Grove Road. These have been replaced by 8 

detached houses. 
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Figure 341. Heathcote, Ilkley. Edwin Lutyens was commissioned to design Heathcote in 

1906 by John Thomas Hemingway, owner of Bradford wool exporters 'George 

Richardson & Co'. Lutyens also designed the built-in furniture, and reportedly chose 

every hanging and carpet. The garden was designed in collaboration with Gertrude 

Jekyll (Photo: West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service). 

The remaining detached houses become more important since some have been lost. 

Heathcote, by Lutyens in 1906-8 is a remarkable composition, which by reason of its 

materials and appearance would appear more at home in classical Italy than Ilkley (see 

HLC_PK 28127). The complete set piece of house, ancillary buildings, walls, grounds and 

garden structures is justly afforded Grade II* listing and registered Historic Garden status. 

The house and gardens were apparently inserted into the garden space of an earlier 

detached villa called Rosewood (demolished in the early 20th century). Heathcote remained 

as a private family residence until 1958 when it became prestige offices. In 2013 it 

again became a private residence. 

The Briery on the corner of Grove Road and Victoria Avenue was built in 1897 (HLC_PK 

28128). It again features red tile hanging and roofs and attention to detail typical of the Arts 

and Crafts movement. The extensive grounds contain good tree cover and are bounded by 

high stone walls. An attractive arched gateway and stylish summer house elaborate the 
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Victoria Avenue stretch. The house is now a convent and any pressure for infill on the site 

should be resisted. The same is true for Glen Rosa to the east. Built in 1894 with a lodge of 

1912, the spatial relationship of the house, now a nursing home, to its grounds is important. 

The character of Kings Road (HLC_PK 28127 and 28134) is less cohesive but still 

distinctive. To a number of detached properties, including Heathcote, Warlbeck and 

Norwood, the coach houses and service buildings front onto Kings Road. These have been 

recreated in some new developments, recognising the grain of the area. To the north are 

more typical Edwardian detached and semi-detached villas. A number, especially those on 

Beechwood Grove, built around 1905, feature white-washed rendered gables, oriel windows, 

multi-paned windows, ornamental timberwork combined in Arts and Crafts styling (HLC_PK 

28135). South Parade, linking Kings Road and Grove Road, is lined by large detached 

properties set well back from the road behind hedges or walls. Chilliswood and Grove Mount 

of the 1880s display interesting tile hanging, and extensions of the 1980s to form flats. 

20th century and beyond – Suburban Ilkley 

The development of Ilkley’s suburbs has been sporadic and scattered, rather than a steady 

outward expansion. This stems in part from gradual land sales for development, particularly 

to the north of the River Wharfe, in the area of Middleton Lodge and Low Hall. To the east, 

between Ilkley and Ben Rhydding, there has been large-scale housing development dated to 

the period 1910 to 1938, sited either side of the railway line.  

The result is an almost random mix of property age and style. The eastern end of Westwood 

Drive and most of the band north to Queens Drive, are predominantly post 1960s, with 

isolated earlier buildings. The same is true of the zone between Parish Ghyll Lane and 

Parish Ghyll Drive, including Heath Park, Hollingwood Rise, Ghyll Wood and Premiere Park. 

Further out to the west, are post 1970s housing developments (around Beverley Rise). 
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The basic form of the town centre and the principal buildings was established by 1914. 

There is therefore a wide range of Victorian architecture within the town centre, reflecting the 

piecemeal way in which development proceeded, but uniformity due to a consistency of 

scale, proportions and materials. The Grove, for example, consists of a number of distinct 

blocks of buildings of varying height and appearance which harmonise because of their 

consistent scale and whose distinctiveness comes from the glass or cloth shop canopies and 

street trees sheltering the walkway. Later 20th century developments have mostly respected 

the scale and proportions of the late Victorian architecture - for example the infilling of the 

gap in Brook Street through which the railway once passed. However, at street level much 

character has been lost due to the introduction of unsympathetic modern shopfronts and 

inconsistent decoration and signs. 

Ben Rhydding 

The village of Ben Rhydding has developed over the last four centuries and as a result a 

number of different building styles are present. These range from the 17th century 

vernacular cottages that formed the original heart of the village of Wheatley to the stylised 

Edwardian and Victorian houses and commercial buildings built at the end of the 19th 

century.

It is known that Romans were present in the area around Ilkley in the first century AD and a 

number of archaeological artefacts have been found in and around Ilkley. The village of 

Wheatley (as it was known prior to the 19th century) originally existed as a small rural 

community within the ancient Parish of Ilkley, which fell into the Skyrack Wapentake. 

Wheatley was one of many small rural communities located around the periphery of the 

village of Ilkley. Until the middle of the 19th century Wheatley consisted of around a dozen 

buildings, mainly farmsteads and workers cottages. 
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Figure 343. The hamlet of Wheatley as depicted on the OS 1st Edition 6” map of 1852, which 
depicts the Wharfedale Hydropathic Establishment and the Ben Rhydding Hotel. © and 

database right Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 
2016) Licence numbers 000394 and TP0024 

The first Ordnance Survey map of 1852 shows a hamlet consisting of two small groups of 

cottages and other buildings. One group is situated near to present site of the Wheatley 

Hotel, and the other is further south around the railway station. Some of these buildings are 

still standing today, including Wheatley Hall (Grade II listed) and the dwelling on the corner 

of Moorfield Road and Wheatley Lane (due to its proximity to Ben Rhydding Station, it has 

been incorporated into a communications HLC type – see HLC_PK 28228). The two 

cottages at the end of Long Croft are still in existence and are also Grade II listed buildings.  

The area became renowned for the curative powers of the local spring water. The country’s 

second hydropathic facility was constructed at Wheatley in 1844, which had a dramatic 

effect on the economic status of the settlement. Shortly afterwards the village became 

known by the name of the hotel, Ben Rhydding. Ben Rhydding grew dramatically at the end 

of the 19th century and in the early 20th century. The Victorian and Edwardian 

developments stand as testament to a significant age in Ben Rhydding’s development and 
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are evidence of the economic and social changes of the day. The fame of the water cures 

and clean air drew huge numbers of visitors to Ilkley.

As a result hotels, boarding houses and other associated businesses sprang up in and 

around the settlement. In 1801 the population of Ilkley stood at 426 and by 1901 it had 

increased 17-fold to 7433, five times the population growth shown by the nation as a whole. 

The introduction of a new form of water cure known as ‘hydropathy’, a so-called scientific 

treatment that consisted of a strict system of bathing and drinking in austere conditions 

further increased Ilkley’s popularity. 

In 1843 a wealthy local man named Hamer Stansfield set up a company to build a 

hydropathic hotel in the vicinity of Ilkley. They settled upon the village of Wheatley and the 

necessary land was purchased from the Bolling family of Wheatley Hall. They purchased a 

large area stretching from what is now Ben Rhydding Drive to the top of the golf course. The 

hotel buildings were constructed towards the south of the grounds and at the end of a long 

driveway that led off Wheatley Lane close to the present Methodist church. The large stone 

gate piers are still standing and provide the entrance to Ben Rhydding Drive. 

Figure 343. Ben Rhydding Hydropathic Establishment, from: ‘Ben Rhydding: the principles of 

hydropathy and the compressed air bath, by a graduate of the Edinburgh University',

published by Hamilton Adams & Co, 1858 

The building of the hotel was undertaken at a great pace and the official opening took place 

a year after it had started in March 1844. The hotel was constructed in a Scottish Baronial 

style and consisted of a central portion with a tower and two wings. The hotel was named 
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the ‘Ben Rhydding Hydropathic Establishment’ and was reputed to have cost around 

£30,000 including fittings and furnishings. The importance of the Ben Rhydding hotel to the 

village can be judged by the fact that Wheatley was to lose its own identity and become 

known by the name of the hydropathic establishment. 

By the 1840’s the network of railway lines was nearing Ilkley. The line, which passed to the 

north of Ben Rhydding, was opened in August 1865 but initially there was not a station at the 

village. Later the same year the North-Eastern Railway Board ordered that “a small wooden 

station, with a booking office, waiting room and retiring room for ladies” be constructed as a 

temporary measure. However Dr McLeod, the then-owner of the Ben Rhydding hotel, did not 

see this as a suitable arrival and departure point for his visitors and patients. An agreement 

was reached with the railway board in which Dr McLeod would pay for and erect his own 

stone station building with ornamentation as he saw fit. Dr McLeod did so and owned the 

station at Ben Rhydding until 1885 when it was sold back to the railway companies for the 

sum of £240. 

Throughout the 1860s and 70s Ilkley’s fame as a health resort continued to grow. The 

construction of the railway line facilitated the ease and speed of travel and as the reputation 

of the town as free from dirty industry and smoking chimneys continued to grow Ilkley drew 

large numbers of wealthy Victorians, both as visitors and residents. They settled in and 

around Ilkley in large, sometimes ‘palatial’ houses that were built to accommodate big 

families and their servants. Many of these were set along newly established roads linking the 

western suburbs of Ilkley and the developing area of Ben Rhydding. Prior to the 18th 

century, old maps show only one road, Wheatley Lane, running north to south through the 

village. Bolling Road and Ben Rhydding Road were constructed in 1890 and provided a 

more direct link from the village to Ilkley. The residential streets of Wheatley Avenue, Clifton 

Road and Margerison Road most probably followed on from this. These roads are wide and 

gently curving, defined by the line of the houses and boundary walls on both sides. The 

orientation of the roads draw the eye up towards the Cow & Calf rocks that tower over the 

village. The houses and roads constructed here during the latter part of the 19th century and 

the early 20th century are characterised by typical Victorian and Edwardian features 

(HLC_PK 28289). The large detached and semi-detached houses along Wheatley Avenue, 

Moorfield Road (HLC_PK 27924) and Margerison Road are mainly stone-built and set within 

large gardens. Interesting features include large bay windows, often with elegant leaded and 

stained glass windows. Roofing materials vary from stone or blue slates to red pantiles. Map 

evidence demonstrates that in 1852 there were no more than a dozen buildings in Wheatley. 
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By 1909 there were more than a hundred and the form of the village is recognizable as that 

of today. 

New hydropathic establishments opened regularly during this period, as did businesses 

serving the industry. The number of visitors grew and the town prospered. However, the 

hydropathic establishments only flourished for a short time and signs of decline in the 

industry were showing by 1880 and many struggled to stay solvent.  

Eventually many of the establishments closed or were converted into flats, convalescent 

retreats or elderly persons homes. The Ben Rhydding hotel too began to struggle as the 

popularity of water treatments began to wane. Several alternative uses for the building were 

marketed including a golf hotel - the owners of the Establishment had a golf course 

constructed between 1885 and 1890 to become part of the Establishment’s facilities and in 

the early 1900’s the name was changed to the Ben Rhydding Golf Hotel. The hotel, known 

locally as The Hydro, remained in business until the start of the Second World War when it 

was taken over by the Wool Control Board - this government agency was led by Sir Harry 

Shackleton, a former Bradford wool trader. It never reopened as a hotel and was demolished 

in 1955. The site was used as the golfers’ car park for many years until it was eventually sold 

for housing development (HLC_PK 25248). The golf course established in the late 19th 

century remains in use today (HLC_PK 25247).  

Figure 345. 

Development of 

housing estates to 

the north Ben 

Rhydding – Colbert 

Avenue and The 

Crescent under 

construction, 1926 

(www.britainfromabo

ve.org.uk/image/epw

016262).

By the early 1930s, 

housing estate 

development along 

Bolling Road and Clifton Road had all but filled the gap between Ben Rhydding and the 
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eastern suburbs of Ilkley (HLC_PK 28188). Estate development had also begun to the 

immediate north, between the railway line and the River Wharfe (around Colbert Avenue – 

see HLC_PK 27944, 28048 and 28049). In effect, the once two separate settlements had 

become merged and Ben Rhydding can now be seen as a residential suburb of Ilkley.  

Middleton 

Low Hall (or Myddelton Low Hall) is one of the oldest intact houses in this part of Wharfedale 

(HLC_PK 25424). There is no record of when a hall first occupied this site, though the 

present day Hall contains fragments of medieval stonework. It was formerly known as 

Stubham Hall, the seat of Stubham Manor, which is mentioned in the Domesday Book. It 

became the residence of the Middeltons when the Middleton and Stubham Estates were 

merged at an unspecified date sometime between 955 and 1552. The Middeltons rebuilt 

Stubham Hall in the seventeenth century. It is this building which can be seen today.  

Figure 346. Middleton Lodge. © Copyright John M Wheatley and licensed for reuse under 

this Creative Commons Licence. www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2977966 
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The Middeltons had been living at Myddleton Lodge (HLC_PK  25406) for some time prior to 

the rebuilding of Stubham Hall, which was renamed Low Hall to differentiate it from 

Myddleton Lodge, further uphill. The first mention of the newer Myddleton Lodge being 

occupied is in 1550. Myddleton Lodge remained the main residence of the Middleton family 

until 1893. The house was set within large private parkland and estate woodland to the 

immediate south (HLC_PK 25398, 25408 and 25397). From 1550 onwards, it was likely that 

Low Hall was used occasionally or by guests or by other members of the Middleton family. 

While the population of Ilkley increased by 141% between 1861 and 1871 and by a further 

88% between 1871 and 1881, through an influx of middle class families, the Middleton side 

of the Wharfe remained the private estate of William Middleton. The Ordinance Survey Map 

of Wharfedale from 1888-9 shows that little had changed to the north of the river since the 

1847 survey, while in that time Ilkley had grown dramatically. The use of the Middleton side 

of the Wharfe for hunting, fishing and entertaining by the Middeltons meant only the Grade 

II* listed Low Hall occupied the area prior to 1899. Middleton had therefore avoided 

industrialisation, urbanisation and mining in a time when many parts of Yorkshire, including 

neighbouring Ilkley, experienced rapid and considerable expansion.  

It was not until the arrival of the Railway in 1865 which triggered the development of 

Middleton. Since the Middleton’s kept their estates agricultural, they did not receive an 

income comparable to that of other Lords of the Manor in Yorkshire who had leased land for 

industrial development, mining or quarrying. This low income, coupled with an inability to live 

within their means meant that William Middelton’s eldest son Peter and grandson William 

obtained finance by mortgaging their estates and then as early as 1863 sold land in order to 

settle debts. Peter Middleton ploughed money into improving his estate at Stockeld and 

extending Myddleton Lodge. 

When Peter died in 1866 his son William inherited his father’s debts yet this did not make 

him frugal. Peter Middleton had opposed a scheme to bring a railway to Ilkley in the 1840s 

but could not prevent the completion of the Wharfedale line in 1865. The railway dramatically 

improved the accessibility of Ilkley by reducing journey times from industrial Yorkshire with 

five daily services to Leeds and Bradford. Peter and William Middleton now found 

themselves owners of a popular rural spa within commuting distance of major urban areas. 

After Peter’s death in 1866, William auctioned land on the Ilkley side of the Wharfe in lots 

and raised £26,000 in two years. William held more auctions over the following years but lots 

sold at decreasing prices. 
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The sale of Middleton to the Wharfedale Estate Company, a small consortium of 

industrialists, professionals and merchants in 1899, led to the master planning of the area as 

an exclusive, leafy housing estate for middle-class commuters, with large houses set in 

generous plots along broad avenues. Selectivity was ensured through conditions which 

meant houses built could not be sold below a certain value, houses had to be set in plots 

ranging from half an acre to four or five acres in size, and streets had to be of a good width. 

The construction of the New Bridge in 1906 connected the roads initially laid out by the 

Company to Ilkley town centre. The Estate road plan and its character is still evident and 

Middleton area incorporates all of the dwellings built by the Wharfedale Estate Company.  

The first houses to be built were eleven units along the southern side of Stubham Rise 

(formerly known as St Nicholas Road) started in 1899 by Dean Bros., local builders 

(HLC_PK 25426). In 1900 the Wharfedale Estate Company produced a sale plan, which 

showed the western portion of Middleton (presumably the areas either side of Langbar Road 

and Clifford Road to the west of Low Hall) divided into 180 units. The Ordinance Survey map 

of 1906-7 shows an embryonic Middleton. The Wharfedale Estate Company had built the 

main grand avenues of the estate and housing had begun to be built in long narrow plots 

along St Nicholas Road (Stubham Rise) and Rupert Road. Also of note is the early 

establishment of the cricket ground and playing fields adjoining the River Wharfe (HLC_PK 

25431 and HLC_PK 30385). 

Between 1906 and 1939, detached and semi-detached houses had been built in a largely 

piecemeal fashion along Middleton Avenue, Rupert Road, Clifford Road and Gill Bank Road 

(HLC_PK 25422), while a few scattered dwellings fronted Denton Road (Clifford Road and 

Gill Bank Road 28558), Langbar Road and Owler Park Road (HLC_PK  25402), and Curly 

Hill (HLC_PK 25423). The Wharfedale Estate Company had also built Clifford Avenue and 

St Nicholas Road between 1910 and 1920 which quickly became lined with mainly semi-

detached housing. Other significant developments during this period were the establishment 

of the rugby ground and the lido (HLC_PK 30386), with indoor swimming pool at Denton 

Road, the latter opening in 1934 and replacing a bathing pavilion next to the Wharfe.  

The gradual infill of Middleton, which continues to this day, demonstrates that the 

Wharfedale Estate Company most probably anticipated a rapid rate of development of 

housing along the streets they built. The Company must have been confident that Ilkley 

would continue to expand rapidly as it had over the forty-year period prior to Charles 

Middelton’s sale of the land in 1899. But, as fate would have it, the expansion of the town 
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slowed considerably as the twentieth century progressed and the estate was never 

completed as intended. 

Figure 347. The Middleton Estate (OS 4th Edition map of 1948). © and database right Crown 
Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence numbers 

000394 and TP0024 
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4.3.4 Keighley 
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Figure 348. Area 

zone map of the 

Keighley locality
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Overview

Keighley is now the largest town in Airedale and is situated in the Aire Valley between 

Bradford and Skipton. The town is located 13km north-west of the Bradford City Centre in 

the Township of Keighley (100m AOD. OS ref 406000, 441100).  It is surrounded on all sides 

by rolling moorland, which forms a backdrop to many views out of the town centre. The 

settlement originated where the River Aire meets the River Worth, now to the south-east of 

the town centre. These watercourses provided an important water source on which the siting 

of the early settlement was no doubt dependent, and they remain a visible component of the 

town today, particularly North Beck. Keighley is situated on glacial till and undifferentiated 

river terrace deposits overlying Millstone Grit bedrock. 

Historic Core 

There is no clear indication of when the settlement was initially established, and details of its 

early development are vague. Mesolithic flints have been recovered in the surrounding 

moorland and testify to early habitation in the area, but do not relate directly to Keighley 

itself. Neolithic monuments and Bronze and Iron-Age earthworks are also recorded nearby. 

A prehistoric cup and ring found in the Upwood near Keighley is displayed in the town on 

Bow Street, close to the junction with North Street. 

The Domesday Book (1086) provides the first documentary evidence of a settlement on the 

site. At that time ‘Chicehlai’ comprised of two manors. Within two centuries of the Domesday 

survey, the de Keighley family had come into possession of the estate as undertenants and 

continued to hold the manor until the sixteenth century, when a de Keighley heiress brought 

it to the Cavendish family. Thence it descended to the Dukes of Devonshire. The street 

names of modern Keighley reflect the influence of each of these major landowning families. 

Henry Keighley obtained a market charter for the settlement in 1305 and for hundreds of 

years a market was held on Church Green every Wednesday. In 1833 it was moved to the 

adjacent site, now a car park, where it remained until the new covered market was built in 

1971. The Market Cross was discarded in 1833, but was re-erected in 1948 in its present 

position outside St Andrew’s Church, close to its original site, where it stands as evidence of 

the historic use of this piece of land. By the seventeenth century the settlement had evolved 

into a small market town centred around its parish church, which stood on the site of St. 

Andrew’s Church (the current church, renamed Keighley Shared Church, was built in 1848 – 

see HLC_PK 37404) .

The road layout of the settlement at this time can be tentatively interpreted from William 

Senior’s 1612 map. There were essentially, it seems, two distinct parts to the town. To the 
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east, regularly-spaced dwellings extended along both sides of Low Street, the north row of 

which had rectangular crofts to the rear that were set at right angles to the street. The 

regularity of these buildings suggests that this was a planned element constructed in one 

phase, probably before the mid fourteenth century. High Street, to the west, is probably the 

oldest part of the settlement and at that time sat between two greens, which may be 

reflective of the two Anglo-Saxon Manors. 

Figure 349. Zone map of Keighley’s pre- to early Industrial Period settlement 

The Ordnance Survey Map of 1849 shows Upper Green to be located where High Street 

now joins Oakworth Road, and Church Green would have occupied the northern part of 

Church Street. The Old Bridge over the North Beck was once situated to the south of High 

Street and to the west of Bridge Street. The alignment of the southern part of Church Street 

suggests that it formed the route from the Church to this bridge. The site of Keighley Old Mill, 

downstream from the Old Bridge, is also apparent from the map. This mill was probably 

positioned on or near to the site of the medieval corn mill, which was first recorded in the 

twelfth century: the new bridge situated adjacent to it is now fittingly referred to as Corn Mill 

Bridge. Although the Old Bridge and old mill have been lost during the redevelopment of the 

town, much of the old street pattern of the settlement, particularly High Street, Low Street 

and Church Street, have survived, and a number of Keighley’s oldest buildings remain in the 

vicinity. The historic interest of this part of the town is therefore indisputable. 
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By the mid-18th century, the main occupations of the town had become farming, milling and 

carpentry. Keighley was a small market town centred on its parish church, but it quickly 

developed into an industrial based town, with the River Worth providing the power source, in 

the late 18th and 19th centuries. A number of buildings in the south of the historic core still 

stand as evidence of this era in Keighley’s history (HLC_PK 37405). These structures are 

typically vernacular in style, in that they are traditional in design and built of locally available 

materials, making them peculiar to the area in which they are situated. They are fine 

examples of past craftsmanship and contribute greatly to the distinctiveness of the town. The 

traditional building materials of Keighley are honey coloured stone walling and stone slate 

roofing.  

Figure 350. Southern part of Keighley Historic Core (HLC_PK 37045). Mid-18th to late 19th 

century residential and commercial buildings near the parish church (HLC_PK 37404). Listed 

Buildings as red stars. 

40 and 42 High Street is thought to be the oldest building in the town centre, with a 

seventeenth century rear wing and an early to mid-18th century frontage; it is conferred 

Grade II listed status accordingly. The two storey building, constructed of coursed stone with 

a steeply sloped stone slate roof and raised quoins, was once a fine Queen Anne 

townhouse, but has late 20th century insertions and alterations. Other similar style eighteenth 

century frontages flank the building and collectively they have a discernible group value, 
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which makes the area quite distinct from other parts of the town. Analogous buildings also 

line both sides of Temple Street, contributing to the historic feel of this older sector of 

Keighley. A number of the properties on the west side of the street are listed, but it is the 

integration of all of the buildings that give the street its small town atmosphere. 9 to 13 

Temple Street is late eighteenth / early nineteenth century two-storey, stone, Grade II listed 

building. A terrace of 4 houses (4, 6, 8 and 10) on the eastern side of the street is a 

particularly notable structure, with its stone slate roof, doorways with monolithic jambs and 

overlights, eaves band and dentil cornice. 12 Temple Street has taking-in doors, which are 

reflective of the period in Keighley’s history prior to the industrial revolution, when the 

settlement’s economy was dependent on the produce of handloom weavers, accommodated 

in premises such as this. 1, 1A, 3, 5, 7 and 9 Chapel Lane are also remnants of this past 

tradition. They are a Grade II listed group of three-storey eighteenth century cottages and 

integral warehousing and are constructed in the traditional coursed stone with stone slate 

roofs. A datestone situated on the north gable, initialled IDGD, dates the building as late 

seventeenth century – 1660. The Disabled Centre on Temple Row was formerly a farmstead 

and reflects an even earlier era of the history of the centre of Keighley, prior to its 

urbanisation. 

The Church Street and Bridge Street areas around Albert Yard also retain a selection of 

buildings that date back to the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The north side of 

Church Street has a particular abundance of these simpler two and three-storey vernacular 

structures, which were built predominantly as commercial premises with accommodation on 

the upper storeys. Public houses dating from the seventeenth century through to the 

nineteenth century are a particular feature of the historic and later commercial core. The 

Commercial Inn and The Red Pig stand side-by-side on the northern side of the street and 

are both Grade II listed buildings. They were constructed in the mid-late eighteenth century 

from stone with stone slate roofs and have distinctive 3 light, flat-faced mullioned windows. 

The public house on the corner of Church Street and High Street, formerly The Devonshire 

Arms coaching inn has some historical interest, as it is from here that The Union coach 

departed to Kendal. The building dates from about 1788 and is a three-storey sandstone 

structure with a stone slate roof. The former Market Arms, which also stands on Market 

Street, completes the image of this part of Keighley and again forms an important constituent 

of the setting of the church. This building survived the massive redevelopment of the area 

during the late twentieth century and is testament to the character of the ancient Market 

Street. The early nineteenth century two storey building with stone slate roof has simple 

openings with plain surrounds and has chamfered oak beams inside. 
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By mid-18th century Keighley, like many other local communities, witnessed considerable 

activity by Nonconformist preachers. Both John and Charles Wesley preached in the town in 

1746 and the first Wesleyan Methodist preaching house was opened in Temple Row in 

1754, at which time the area around it was still largely rural. This was replaced by a bigger 

Eden Chapel in 1811 and the current Methodist Chapel (now a Mosque) in 1846. These 

structures are physical evidence of the religious undercurrents that were sweeping the 

country, with a move away from Anglicanism and Roman Catholicism which were identified 

with the older social order. But the changes the country was undergoing were far greater 

than this, and the physical form of Keighley, like many towns, effectively chronicles them. 

Industrial Period Development 

The face of Keighley changed forever with the rapid industrialisation of the settlement that 

occurred during the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The town was perfectly sited to 

take advantage of the technical developments of the early Industrial Revolution, with its 

watercourses providing a ready power source for the new machinery. A number of late 

eighteenth to early nineteenth century industrial structures continue to stand on the banks of 

the North Beck, testifying to its industrial significance (North Becks Mill, HLC_PK 37515). 

Virtually no pre-Industrial housing survives in the town, with much of the former courtyard 

housing lining West Lane and Leeds Street having been cleared in the 1950s to 1960s. A 

small block of possibly 18th century housing (HLC_PK 37534) survives on South Street 

opposite Farish House, but all of these have been heavily compromised, having been altered 

in the late 19th or early 20th century into commercial use.  

Transportation improvements provided Keighley with a spur to development, as they 

provided a means of getting the products of industrial processes to a wider market. The 

establishment of the Keighley to Kendal Turnpike Road in the latter half of the eighteenth 

century and the opening of the Bingley to Skipton stretch of the Leeds to Liverpool Canal in 

1773 were both particularly important developments for the town.  

The beginning of the Industrial Revolution in Keighley and the wider area came with the 

establishment of a cotton spinning mill (Low Mill), the first in Yorkshire, in the town in 1780 

(HLC_PK 37438). The mill was later converted to worsted manufacture, which ultimately 

became the major textile manufactured in the settlement. Mid and later 19th century 

industrial activity appears to be concentrated to the east and southeast of the historic core – 

with the majority of textile mills (including surviving Grade II Listed Dalton Mill), small-scale 

engineering works and warehouses located in a large block between Bradford Road and 

Parkwood Street. Surviving buildings of note are the Grade II Listed Aireworth Mill, built in 
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the late 18th century (HLC_PK 27296) and Dalton Mill, which dates to the mid- 19th century 

(HLC_PK 27346). 

Figure 351. Low Mill, Keighley. © Copyright Dave Bevis and licensed for reuse under this 

Creative Commons Licence. Geograph: www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1272650 

Aireworth Mill was built in the late 18th century, constructed in course stone and with Welsh 

slate roofs. In 1790 the mill was used by John Greenwood for cotton spinning. 

Greenwood and his son soon afterwards built Vale Mill, Vale Mill Lane (Hodgson, 

pp.218-9). 

Dalton Mill was built between 1866 and 1877, designed by W. Sugden for J & J 

Craven as a worsted mill. It replaced an earlier worsted mill, Strong Close Mill, owned 

by Rachel Leach. It appears to have been partly occupied by tenants from the start. 

There were three multi-storey mills: Tower Mill in the north east corner of the site, 

begun in 1866 and in operation by 1870, Genappe Mill to the north begun in 1868 and 

New Mill to the south in 1869. A long shed was also part of the original group, as 

were two engine houses, boiler houses, a chimney and offices dated 1872. The two 

original beam engines, one for Tower and Long Shed, the other for Genappe and 
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New, were accidentally destroyed and replaced by new horizontal engines to the 

design of John Haggas & Sons of Keighley in 1904, of which that powering Genappe 

and New Mills was said to be the largest in the world at that time.  

Figure 352. Dalton Mills, Keighley. © Copyright Betty Longbottom and licensed for reuse 

under this Creative Commons Licence. Geograph: www.geograph.org.uk/photo/595611 

A footbridge over the River Worth opposite the chimney once connected the mill 

complex to the house of the owners, Strong Close (named after the original mill), 

which stood to the east of the mill. A stone gateway on the other side of the river 

survives. Mr Craven was said to cross the bridge directly to the chimney which has a 

stair running around the flue, leading to a balcony from which he could oversee the 

mill and surrounding country. Strong Close appears to have been demolished in the 

early 20th century, being replaced by industrial buildings (the Strong Close Works, 

now the River Technology Park) and terraced housing. The Craven family were 

worsted spinners and manufacturers, though there is little evidence of weaving at the 

complex, which concentrated on spinning. Dalton Mill is said to have employed up to 

2,000 workers in its heyday, but by the early twenty-first century it had been unused 

for some years and was sold by John Craven in 2004 to Magna Holdings. After some 

restoration work and a number of fires, it was sold to a private owner in 2013. 
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Further east lay Eastwood Mills, with an accompanying residential area (Worth Village). 

Eastwood Mills was established c.1870-80. By 1898 it was run by Empsall & Firth, dress and 

goods manufacture. By 1925 it was owned and run by John Mitchell, worsted spinners and 

in the 1950s by Robert C Franklin Co Ltd. Surrounding the mill was a densely packed block 

of back-to-back housing called Worth Village. The mill and housing were demolished in the 

later 20th century, during the construction of the Aire Valley Road scheme. The area is now 

mixed industrial and commercial use (HLC_PK 41201 to 41204).   

Industrial development continued apace, with the introduction of steam power, however it 

was not confined to textile production alone; the machinery trade became as important as 

the mills themselves, with numerous iron founders and machinery makers establishing 

businesses in Keighley, including the Devonshire Works (HLC_PK 41363) and the former 

Parkside Tannery (HLC_PK 41364).  

The rapidity with which the town grew during the nineteenth century was remarkable, with 

the population rising from 5,745 to 41,563 between 1801 and 1901, as people flocked to the 

town to find employment in its newly developed industries (Dewhirst). This trend is reflective 

of the wider pattern of urbanisation that was taking place across the country at the time, 

spurred by the industrial advances of the day. These changes were to make Britain the great 

industrial power that she became, and are clearly therefore an important part of the country’s 

history.
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Figure 353. Population change in Keighley in the 19th century. Source: A Vision of Britain 

Through Time. GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth 

(www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10437647/cube/TOT_POP) 

The construction of mills and rise in population occasioned the growth of the town, with most 

of the new development taking place to the north of the traditional core of the settlement. 

New roads were established, both as a means of improving communications and on which to 

construct the new buildings needed to accommodate the functions of the town. North Street, 

the road that opened up this northern area, was laid out in 1786 marking the beginnings of 

the new development; prior to this Cook Street was the major route north. However, the 

success of the town’s industries was always dependent on effective means of transportation 

of their goods. The Bradford to Keighley turnpike road was opened in 1814 and more 

importantly the railway linking Keighley to Leeds was established in 1847. Twenty years 

later, local businessmen built a branch line from the town up the Worth Valley to Oxenhope, 

the main purpose of which was to provide cheap coal to the town’s textile mills. However, by 

1848 most of the roads in the town had been established along their present course. 

A comparison of a map of the town dating from 1816, which accompanied the Act for “better 

supplying of water for the inhabitants of the town”, and the Ordnance Survey map from 1852 

shows how extensively the shape of the settlement changed in that short margin of time. The 

expansion of the town was so rapid that squalid conditions came to predominate in the 

centre. Consequently, although the second half of the nineteenth century saw the continued 

growth of the town, it also saw a vast amount of rebuilding and street improvements, the 

results of which form largely what we would recognise as Keighley today. During this period, 

the country as a whole was undergoing massive constitutional changes, which resulted from 

the economic and sociological changes occasioned by the Industrial Revolution. A new class 

of individuals, businessmen, were rising to positions of eminence in society, and towns that 

were previously dominated by the aristocracy and gentry were now given the power to 

introduce a more democratic and efficient administration.  
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Figure 354. Comparison between Keighley in 1816, from the plan accompanying the Act for “better supplying with water the inhabitants” of the 

town. Source: Dewhirst (1974) and the 1852 Ordnance Survey Map (surveyed in 1849). © and database right Crown Copyright and Landmark

Information Group Ltd (all rights reserved 2016) Licence numbers 000394 and TP0024.  Not to scale
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This process of industrialisation occurred, in varying degrees of intensity, throughout Britain 

during this period and occasioned the growth in prosperity and status of the country’s middle 

classes. As the house was viewed as an important means of expressing the social position 

of its occupant and the position to which he aspired, middle class residences that were 

constructed to house these up and coming families tended to be sizable and fashionable. In 

Keighley, the wealthy mill owners and businessmen constructed residences around the 

town, dominating the suburbs and offering a stark contrast to the rough and squalid 

conditions that prevailed in the centre.  

The area now Devonshire Park (HLC_PK 26435) and Cliffe Castle (HLC_PK 26502) is 

typical of this form of suburban area, which developed in the second half of the nineteenth 

century. The area had previously functioned as the medieval upper field, but took on a 

completely different role with the progression of time. Spring Gardens Road, was originally 

the only road that led north out of Keighley towards Silsden and is consequently an historic 

route in its own right. The remainder of the road network and the new buildings of the area 

evolved in relation to one another. North Street was laid out in 1786 and the section from 

Keighley though Utley to Hawcliffe added in 1825. This served to open up the north of the 

town, increasing its accessibility. A number of residences were subsequently established on 

the route in the mid-nineteenth century, among them Oakland and Springfield.  

The grandest of the residences to be constructed is certainly Cliffe Castle, which was 

converted from an 1830s Jacobean style house to a ‘Tudor castle’ for Henry Issac 

Butterworth at the end of the 1870s / beginning of the 1880s. It was judged by contemporary 

standards to be “undoubtedly one of the finest residences which have been constructed in 

Yorkshire, or even the whole Kingdom, during the last decade” (quoted in Dewhurst 1974). 

In addition to the alterations to the building itself, at this time, the grounds were enlarged 

from the previous twenty acres to a three - hundred acre formal garden. Cliffe Castle came 

into the ownership of Keighley Council in the 1950s; the house was converted into a 

museum, and the grounds opened as a public park. 

Devonshire Park was laid out on nine acres of land that were presented to the town of 

Keighley by the Duke of Devonshire in celebration of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee, and was 

formally opened to the public on 4th September 1888. The establishment of Devonshire Park 

reflects the fashion in the closing decades of the nineteenth century for rich members of 

society to demonstrate their benevolence by gifting land and resources for use in municipal 

projects. It was a period of philanthropic gestures. A number of municipal parks developed in 

Keighley: the first was provided by the newly founded Keighley Town Council (inaugurated in 
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1882) in 1886 when Thwaite Brow and Long Lee, an institute reading room, leased out two 

adjoining acres as a recreation ground. In 1892 Lund Park (HLC_PK 26305) was opened as 

a gift of Malsis Hall and Victoria Park opened in 1893 (HLC_PK 26549). 

Figure 355. Cliffe Castle, Keighley. 

Cliffe Castle and the park around it 

was presented to the Borough of 

Keighley in 1950 by Sir Bracewell 

Smith Bart. It opened as a museum 

and art gallery in 1959. © Copyright 

SMJ and licensed for reuse under this 

Creative Commons Licence. 

(Geograph:

www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1324515) 

The layout of Devonshire Park is typical of late Victorian parks, with serpentine paths curving 

around islands of formal planting and an ornamental lake, leading up to a broad gravel 

terrace just above a bandstand. In 1888, Devonshire Park was bounded on three sides by a 

Wesleyan Chapel, the residences of Mr. Summerscales, Mr. Prince Smith Junior and Mr. 

Henry Wright and the precincts of Cliffe Castle. It is evident that at this time a number of 

wealthy professionals had already set up home in the area, but to the masses the area 

remained relatively inaccessible, as it could only be reached by the use of private transport. 

The area continued to expand as a residential quarter throughout the closing decades of the 

nineteenth century and the early years of the twentieth century, with the attractiveness of the 

park no doubt contributing to its appeal. The smaller roads were constructed to allow access 

to the new properties and as streets on which to site new developments. 
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Towards the end of the nineteenth century the accessibility of the north of the town greatly 

increased: North Street was widened as part of a major phase of civic and institutional 

building in the last quarter of the nineteenth century and, in 1889, Keighley Tramways 

Company laid rails between Ingrow and Utley and ran a frequent horse drawn service via 

South Street, Church Green, North Street and Skipton Road. The ease of accessibility 

enabled less well-off members of society to reside in the area around Devonshire Park and 

occasioned the construction of many turn-of-the-century (nineteenth - twentieth) terraces to 

the south and east of the park boundary. The area to the west of North Street developed 

prior to the establishment of properties to the east of the road. 

People were attracted to the town to find employment in the new mills and this period of 

urbanisation saw the population of the town rise considerably. This increase necessitated 

the construction of workers’ housing, mostly in the form of terraced and back-to-back 

dwellings, set on regular grid street patterns. They are representative of a building style that 

dominated many nineteenth century towns. They are distinctive to the region in that they are 

vernacular buildings constructed of local stone. The main period of construction was 1864-

1919, with the majority of the type constructed c.1890 to 1910. The dominant housing type is 

generally standardised terraced property, although a distinct hierarchy of building types can 

be discerned. This ranges from simple two–up-two-down designs, through to large 

townhouses providing dedicated scullery kitchens, larders, entrance hallways and bathrooms 

in addition to a small privately enclosed garden area. For the smaller properties, it is 

common for there to be regular passageways between the houses, opening on to communal 

yards that are shared between groups of the houses; this design has been explained as a 

continuation of patterns established through the longer established tradition of constructing 

domestic courts of back-to-back houses (Muthesius 1982). Much of Keighley’s back-to-back 

housing has been demolished as slum clearance from the late 1940s onwards. However, 

small blocks of back-to-back dwellings survive to the immediate north of Lund Park (along 

Victoria Road), and to the south of Victoria Park (between Marlborough Street and Bradford 

Street).
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Figure 356. 

Back-to-back 

Housing in 

Lund Park, 

Keighley. HLC 

thematic map. 

Lund Park was 

established in 

1892. Back-to-

back housing 

dating to the 

late 19th and 

early 20th 

century is 

depicted as 

red, with 

terraced

housing of later 

date in blue. 

Interwar

housing estate 

development is 

in pink. 



794

Terraced housing associated with industrial buildings can be found throughout Keighley, 

although the link with the former industry may have been lost (dereliction or demolition), or 

blurred (through re-use). Early 20th century workers’ terraced housing can be found in close 

association with Aireworth Mills (HLC_PK 27290 and 27291), at Dalton Mills (in the 

Eastwood area – HLC_PK 27340) and Devonshire Works and Parkside Tannery (Park 

Wood Bottom – HLC_PK 32897). A large block of mixed terraced and back-to-back housing 

(HLC_PK 26532) can be found between Calversyke Mill (HLC_PK 37489) and Devonshire 

Park (HLC_PK 26435). There was also further development of grid-iron terraced housing to 

the south and west of Lund Park, and to the south and west of Victoria Park. 

Keighley became a Borough in 1882 and the town council, which generated much of the 

improvement, was established. Keighley was transformed: “steadily, through the eighties 

and nineties and as the century turned, the narrow hotchpotch town took on a more spacious 

air. The mighty ornamented banks went up along a widened North Street” (Dewhirst 1974).  

Figure 357. Church Street, Keighley © Copyright Betty Longbottom and licensed for reuse 

under this Creative Commons Licence (Geograph: www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1695385 
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Church Street and Cavendish Street, which had once been a narrow way that cut across the 

old Town Field, were also widened and redeveloped. Cavendish Street became a grand 

Victorian shopping street, the facades of which were intended to impress visitors as they 

arrived from the new railway station which opened in 1883. All of the new buildings were 

ornate, and worthy of a town of such wealth and prestige as a result of its industrial might, 

and they reflect the strong sense of civic pride that had developed. 

Figure 358. Keighley Town Hall, built 

1900-02. © Copyright Julian Osley 

and licensed for reuse under this 

Creative Commons Licence 

(Geograph:

www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4699128 

Individual businessmen, such as George Hattersley who redeveloped the south side of 

Church Street in the 1890s, commissioned some of the new buildings, whereas others were 

public institutions. These civic buildings are reflective of the new administrative structure of 

towns and also of the philanthropic attitude that was fashionable in the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries, whereby richer members of society provided facilities for the less 

well off. New building types, such as the Town Hall and library, appeared for the first time in 

the town. 



796

20th Century and beyond 

Transportation methods within the town in the later years of the nineteenth century also had 

a considerable influence on the continued development of Keighley. As movement became 

easier, it was possible for people without their own personal means of transport to live a 

greater distance from the town centre. Horse tramways were first laid down by a private 

company in 1889, but were taken over by the Keighley Corporation in 1901 and worked until 

1904 when the system was electrified. The 1908 Ordnance Survey Map shows the shape of 

the town centre in its heyday, with electric trams running the length of Cavendish Street, 

North Street, Church Street and Bridge Street. The tramways would have added vibrancy to 

these streets.  

Figure 359. 25” 1908 

Ordnance Survey 

Map of Keighley. © 

and database right 

Crown Copyright and 

Landmark Information 

Group Ltd (all rights 

reserved 2016) 

Licence numbers 

000394 and TP0024 

Although the centre 
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of Keighley has undergone fairly radical changes in recent decades, a comparison of a 

modern map of the town and the 1908 Ordnance Survey Map reveals that there has been 

very little alteration in the historic core since the town’s heyday, and consequently much of 

the splendour has been retained. 

The laying out of Town Square in the early twentieth century added to the grandeur of the 

town centre, especially when the tower of the Mechanics’ Institute stood proudly to the north. 

Unfortunately the Mechanics’ institute was largely destroyed by fire in the 1960s and most of 

the building has been replaced by a distinctly 1960s structure. A number of the buildings on 

North Street have also been replaced by late twentieth century structures, yet the overall 

image of the Victorian / Edwardian nature of the street dominates. Many of the buildings 

from this era were destroyed during the 1930s slum clearance and to make way for the 

1960s Airedale Centre. Consequently, those that are retained form the only survivors of this 

important part of Keighley’s history. 
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Figure 360. Current Residential 

and Parkland Areas of 

Keighley. Late 19th and early 

20th century grid-iron terraced 

housing (dark blue) to the 

north, west and southwest of 

the historic core. Some of the 

terraced housing is sited 

around public parks (orange). 

The majority of early to mid-

20th century housing (pink) is 

located to the west and 

southwest of the historic core. 

There are further housing 

developments (estates) to the 

immediate east and northeast 

of the town, representing early 

to mid-20th century satellite 

development around nucleated 

settlements and later 20th 

century urban sprawl. 
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Interwar and post Second World War residential development is mainly in the form of 

medium to large-scale housing estates, lying to the northwest, west and southwest of historic 

core. The earliest example of social housing is at Broom Hill near Ingrow – a block of four 

houses built c.1919; described as scullery houses, with living room, scullery, bathroom, 

larder and coal place on the ground floor and three bedrooms upstairs. Early 20th century 

geometric housing estates, are concentrated to the immediate west of the historic core 

(Highfield – see HLC_PK 26385 and 26391) and to the immediate south of Lund Park (at 

Knowle Park and Ingrow – see HLC_PK 26295 and 26298). Similar geometric estates 

developed to the east of Keighley, at Woodhouse (HLC_PK 26252). 

Following the Second World War, there was continued expansion westward of the Highfield 

Estate towards Braithwaite village (see HLC_PK 26382, 26386 and 26412), and 

development of the social housing estate at Exley Head (HLC_PK 26287 and 26289). There 

was outlying estate development to the south (at Bracken Bank – see HLC_PK 948) which 

effectively closed the gap between Keighley and the former nucleated, and separate 

settlement of Oakworth. Similarly, some way out of Keighley, more affluent middle class 

housing estates have grown around the village of Riddlesden (HLC_PK 25133, 25139, 

27275 and 27280), and to the north and east of Thwaites. 

Many industrial buildings, including textile mills, have closed. Many have been demolished, 

are lying derelict or have converted into commercial premises. The Airedale Works (HLC_PK 

27343) was established in 1854, as a partnership between Charles Brown, William Darling 

and Robert Sellers of Keighley, engine and machine tool makers (under the style of Darling, 

Brown and Sellers). By 1861 Darling and Sellers were employing 6 men and 12 boys. In 

1866 they are listed as tools makers of Airedale Works. Also at this address is William 

Sellers, a sewing machine maker. Continued as machine tool makers and sewing machine 

manufacturers through to 1896. In 1896 it was registered as a limited company as a 

business of engineers, machinists, machine tool manufacturers, iron-founders and 

merchants. In 1902 it switched to the production of heavy duty lathes designed to take 

advantage of the new cutting tool steels. The buildings are mainly 1960s through to 1980s 

construction, although mid to late 19th century and 1930s buildings survive. Converted into a 

business centre (mixed commercial offices, commercial premises and industrial buildings) in 

the late 1990s (now operating as Aire Valley Business Centre). 

Later 20th century industrial and commercial development is concentrated to the north of 

Keighley, established on undeveloped land (formerly valley floor meadows). Keighley 

Industrial Park (HLC_PK 27311, 27312 and 27328), The Coronation Business Centre 
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(HLC_PK 27317), Airedale Park (HLC_PK 25202) and Alston Retail Park (HLC_PK 27321 

and 27331) were all developed in the late 20th century, and are set within a trapeziodal plot 

of land bounded by the River Aire, the A629 dual carriage way, Hard Ings Road and 

Bradford Road. The plot also contains Keighley Police and Ambulance Stations (HLC_PK 

27330). This area also contains earlier recreational establishments - Keighley Cricket Club 

(established in 1869) and Cougar Park, home of Keighley RLFC (established here in 1885). 

The early 21st century also saw commercial development nearer the historic core, with 

construction of supermarkets on the site of Burlington Shed and former railway sidings. The 

Burlington Shed was a large engineering shed constructed c.1879 by Prince Smith and Son. 

The firm had its origins as early as 1795, later becoming Prince Smith and Stells in 1939. 

They were manufacturers of textile machinery - in 1961 they employed 1,600 workers. 

Converted into warehousing by 1981, and demolished in 2008. 
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4.3.5 Shipley and Saltaire 
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Figure 361. Study area 

zone map of the Shipley 

locality 
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Overview

Shipley is a small industrial and residential town situated nearly 5km northwest of Bradford in 

the modern County of West Yorkshire. Shipley and the village of Saltaire are situated about 

2km apart from each other on the southern slopes of the Aire valley. The established site of 

Shipley is to the south of the River Aire, elevated above the flood plain (c.70m AOD), with 

the historic core astride superficial deposits Diamicton Till overlying Millstone Grit bedrock 

within the Aire Valley. Pennine Lower Coal Measures bedrock lie to the north at Hope Hill 

(c.270m AOD), the southwest at Chellow Heights (c.250m AOD), the south at Heaton 

(c.200m AOD), and to the east at Wrose Hill (c.180m AOD). 

Prior to 1974, when the county administration of the historical county of the West Riding of 

Yorkshire was abolished, Shipley was an independent Urban District Council. Following the 

reorganization of local government at this time, Shipley, like many other small towns in the 

area, was incorporated into the newly created Bradford Metropolitan District. 

The valley of Bradford Beck connects to the valley of the River Aire to the east of Shipley 

town centre and both river valleys accommodate railways making Shipley an important 

railway junction linking routes to and from Bradford, Leeds and Keighley. The River Aire and 

the Leeds and Liverpool Canal help to define the northern edge of Saltaire where they run in 

parallel. The river and canal are separated from Shipley town centre by the extensive and 

occasionally dominant road system which is located on the southern and western valley 

sides.

Topography has greatly influenced the pattern of development and the location of housing 

and employment in the area is concentrated in the valleys and the Pennine foothills. Its 

scenic appeal, environmental quality and proximity to major centres like Bradford and Leeds 

make it an attractive and popular place to live. Airedale is made up from a mixture of eight 

landscape types, with settlement the dominant element on the valley floor. The remainder of 

the valley bottom is made up of floodplain pastures and the industrial corridor. The northern 

valley side is dominated by enclosed pastures with upland pastures forming a band at the 

higher levels and wooded valleys bisecting these along the valley. The southern valley sides 

are largely made up of wooded inclines. A small pocket of gritstone moorland bisects 

Baildon. Airedale also contains the largest concentration of settlement outside the urban 

core of Bradford, the main settlements being Keighley, Bingley, Shipley, Baildon and 

Silsden. 



804

Shipley town centre is surrounded to the immediate west and south by residential 

development, the village of Saltaire merging with Shipley about 1.6km to the west. The 

quality of much of this residential stock is high and, in the case of Saltaire, exceptional. To 

the east and north, employment land located within the Aire and Bradford Beck valleys 

separates the commercial core of Shipley from the extensive residential areas of Shipley 

East (Windhill, Idle, Bolton Woods, Wrose) and Baildon respectively. 

Nearby, Saltaire is an almost uniformly stone built settlement whereas Shipley is a stone 

town with a brick heart (i.e. the blocks enclosing the market place). Both Shipley and Saltaire 

are dominated by two and three storey development. The mill buildings within the Aire valley 

and civic and religious buildings are generally three storeys or over. The market place clock 

tower and mill chimneys form the most significant landmarks. The buildings of Saltaire are 

generally of a high quality and form an exceptional composition. In contrast, buildings of 

modest quality dominate the centre of Shipley. 

Historic Core 

The first known historical reference to Shipley is the Domesday Book of 1086 where it is 

identified as the manor of Scipeleia. The survey records that prior to the Norman invasion, 

the manor had 3 carucates of taxable land, along with woodland pasture of one and a half 

leagues long. The entry refers to the manor as being in a state of 'waste'. Recent ideas on 

the subject of the Domesday 'waste' suggests that this may not mean the traditionally 

accepted idea of devastation as a result of the 'Harrying of the North', but may simply mean 

that the land had been abandoned, due to a general economic decline or a reduction in the 

local population through pestilence.   

Little is known of Shipley during the following four hundred years – in common with many of 

the towns in the Bradford area, documentation of Shipley is scanty before 1500 (Sheeran 

1984, 5). A survey of the land owned by Sir Theobald le Buteller at the time of his death in 

1249, suggests he owned: 

“… a Capital Messuage (or Hall), 14 free tenants, nine cottars, a small wood and, 

‘one mill in common years is worth 20s, per annum’. The whole ‘Extent’ is worth £8 - 

13s - 10d. per annum.”

Inquisition post mortem of Sir Theobald le Buteller: Yorkshire Archaeological 

Society (Y.A.S.) Record Series Vol. 12 
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Such a mill would be water-powered, built and owned by the Lord of the Manor and leased 

to a ‘milner’ or miller. By custom the tenants would be bound to bring their grain to be ground 

at the Lord’s mill (Hampshire 2000). In the heavy soils of Shipley, the main crop was oats, 

yielding oatmeal at the mill for making porridge and oatcakes in the home. The miller took an 

agreed fraction (mulcture) of the meal as payment in kind. 

An Extent (survey) taken in 1285/6 of the lands and tenements of Theobald le Boteler - 

deceased son of the above Sir Theobald - shows the annual value of the Manor of Shipley to 

have increased to £10 - 2s – 1d. Furthermore, le Boteler owned about 285 acres of arable 

land which he rented to farmers, and a fulling mill (later named Hirst Mill). The document 

also provides some information of the settlement at this time: 

“Scheple. A messuage, 24 bovates of land in demesne, let to a farm at the lord’s will, 

a plot of meadow, a corn mill and a fulling mill, 4 bovates of land held by Alice de 

Scheple by feoffment, doing 20s yearly for all service, and 6 cottages and 5a of land 

held by service of 8/9d yearly, out of which 18d are paid yearly for the use of two 

ponds…”  

(Inquisitions Post Mortem II/608, 1286). 

The settlement at this time was small – one house and six cottages, but other habitations 

may have existed. A Poll Tax levied in 1379 shows Shipley taxpayers comprising only 16 

married couples and 12 single adults, all taxed at the lowest rate. Yet there was sufficient 

domestic production of woollen cloth to justify a fulling mill. 

The physical appearance of Shipley is similarly vague. The small, nucleated settlement was 

located at the eastern end of the township, close to the junction of the Bradford Beck and the 

River Aire; and within an area containing several natural springs of fresh water - a facility 

that continued to be used by the residents until the mid-nineteenth century. Although an 

insignificant place, Shipley stood by an important bridging point on the Aire, which carried 

the highway from Otley to Bradford (via what is now known as the Valley and Canal Road). 

This route was crossed by another running from Skipton via the Airedale towns to Leeds, 

and the junction of the two roads formed Shipley’s main streets. It is probable that Kirkgate 

and Manor Lane existed at this time, but probably as no more than tracks.  

Before the enclosure of the common land, at the beginning of the nineteenth century, the 

township of Shipley consisted of: farmland - mainly in the north and eastern parts of the 
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township; two large woods - Hirst Wood and Northcliffe Wood and two large areas of waste - 

the Shipley Low Moor and the Shipley High Moor.  

Shipley Low Moor started around the Crowgill area and ran between what is now Kirkgate 

and Saltaire Road, as far as the present Saltaire roundabout. The High Moor continued from 

this point as a broad corridor running up, what would become Moorhead Lane, to the top of 

the hill. It then spread out, across the steep rise of High Bank, to cover the whole of the 

hilltops as far as New Brighton and Noon Nick, high above Cottingley. These two moors 

seem to have consisted, for the most part, of poor quality scrubland, which was quite 

unsuitable for the farming skills of earlier times. As a result, they had survived the earlier 

enclosures of the better quality land, and had been left for generations past as the towns 

common lands. Historically, such commons were for the use of those owners and occupiers 

of land and property who held the rights of common through the deeds and leases of their 

properties - the value of these rights being related to the size of the land attached to a 

particular farm or house. While the legal guardian of the common land, the lord of the manor, 

had the rights to control the extraction the mineral and stone from the common - hence the 

early appearance of mining and quarrying throughout the two moors. 

15th to 17th Century Development 

The fulling of woven cloth involved the pounding of soapy water to scour, clean and thicken 

the cloth. The onset of the Tudor period marked a surge forward in the construction of new 

fulling mills – the sites chosen were often the streams below weaving villages, close to an 

existing bridge, or promoting the building of a new one, and ideally, at the junction of two 

tributary valleys from which the miller could count upon drawing their customers from three 

or four hillsides. A fulling mill is mentioned at Shipley during the Middle Ages and remained 

the only mill up to about 1500.  

An Inquisition Post Mortem on the death, in 1422, of Sir William Gascoigne, of Gawthorpe, in 

the parish of Harewood, found that his real estate included the Manors of Thorp Arch, 

Cottingley and Shipley. His son inherited the estate, and Shipley remained in the hands of 

the Gascoignes, finally passing to the last of the Gawthorpe line William Gascoigne Esq., 

who died in 1566/7. Several Fines are recorded under his name in the last few years of his 

life. A Fine, or Final Concord, is the summary of a collusive lawsuit once used to convey 

property. Each party received a copy of the fine while, more importantly a third copy called 

the Foot of the Fine was held by the Court for future reference. In 1559 we find William 

Gascoigne Esq. levying a Fine granting or leasing to one Thomas Pollard: 
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“… a messuage and two fulling mills with lands in Shipley.” Y.A.S. Record Series: 

Vol. 2-Yorkshire Fines 

This suggests that the growing needs of the domestic woollen trade in Shipley may have 

been met by adding on a second set of fulling stocks adjacent to the first and powered by the 

same waterwheel. At this stage there would almost certainly be a mill dam across the river. 

There is no mention of the corn mill - either it was leased separately or it was defunct, 

leaving the Lord’s tenants to take their grain elsewhere.  

By April 1567 the mills were sold or mortgaged by William Gascoigne: 

“The Manor of Shypley with appurtenances. seven messuages, three cottages, one 

water mill, one fulling mill* . . . with orchards, etc.’ [all fully itemized] to two Trustees 

William Paslewe and Thomas Feylde.” West Yorkshire Archive Services (W.Y.A.S.) 

Claremont, Leeds: Item MD 149/39  

These were perhaps not two separate buildings, but an extension of the existing site.  

By the end of Elizabeth I’s reign, there were between 30 and 50 families living in Shipley 

(Sheeran 1984, 13). Contemporary documents suggest that 12 of them were employed in 

the textile industry in the capacity of clothier. At least a quarter of Shipley families were 

engaged in the production of cloth, and the true figure was probably higher.  

Since farmhouses were scattered, corn mills were dispersed close to streams, to serve small 

groups of farmers (Porter, 1993). Constrained by geology and climate, and the low incomes 

of farming activities, the farmers sought activities which would supplement their incomes and 

which could be undertaken indoors. In response farmers turned to the spinning wheel and 

loom. Gradually, during the sixteenth and seventeenth century the domestic manufacture of 

textiles grew among small farmers. The process represented a clear division of labour. 

Females would separate the woollen fibres (scribbling) by carding and slubbing, and then 

spin the wool into a yam. In their spare time, away from farming activities, males would then 

weave the yarn into cloth. Farmhouses became half farm/half textile workshop. 

In 1570 William Rawson became lord of the manor of Shipley – the Rawsons has settled in 

Shipley by the second half of the 15th century, and are thought to have been related to the 

Rawson family of Bradford. The Rawsons lived at Over Hall (or Manor House) at the top of 

the town – the house being built in 1573.  



808

Very little is recorded regarding the early members of the Shipley branch of the Rawsons. 

Fortunately we do have details of the will of the above William Rawson, made in 1599 and 

proved in July 1600, which shows him living in, ‘the capital messuage in Shipley’. In it he 

recites a Deed of Feoffment [trusteeship] of 1571 in which he has granted to his son-in-law 

William Garforth and to Anthony Walker of Keighley: 

“a messuage . . . in Shipley, also one other messuage and two fulling mills and all the 

lands, goits, dams etc. in Shipley now in the occupation of George Pollard to the Use 

and Beof of his eldest son William Rawson and his heirs and assigns forever”. 

Bradford Antiquary Vol. 5, p.34: Will of Wm. Rawson 

The Rawsons did not work for a living, gaining much of their income through ownership of 

land, and rents accrued from tenant farmers. When William Illingworth rented a cottage and 

three closes of land in 1592, he had to pay William Rawson besides 13/4d rent and a £10 

consideration for entering the land: 

“… also one day haymaking and one day hedgemaking one day shearing at times 

usual and also one hen at the natifitie of oure Lorde” (Calderdale Libraries 

HAS869/386; Sheeran 1986, 7) 

Such services and food rents were medieval in origin, but the Rawsons continued to enforce 

them until the 1740s. 

Agricultural land was not the only source of income. As lords of the manor, the Rawsons 

owned the minerals under the ground, which they were not slow to take advantage of. They 

were granting leases to mine for ironstone by the late 16th century, and in the 17th and 18th 

centuries leased out coal pits on the common. They also owned the manorial corn and fulling 

mills, and also extracted other payments from people at their manor courts.  

The lordship of the manor of Shipley remained in local hands until 1745, when the widow of 

the last Rawson lord of the manor, Judith Rawson, married the Reverend Cyril Jackson of 

Stamford in Lincolnshire, who became the new manorial lord. He was succeeded by his son, 

also called Cyril, who was the Dean of Christchurch College, Oxford. 

The 17th and 18th Centuries 

Expansion continued in the 17th century when the Dixon family built another mill on the Aire 

in 1635, where Saltaire Mills now stands (Hampshire 2000). John Dixon was a witness at the 
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Ulnage trials of the early 17th century. Ulnagers were crown officials who approved the size 

of cloth, and extracted a set fee for affixing their seal of approval. Since West Yorkshire 

clothiers at this time had increased the sizes of their cloth, the ulnagers maintained that the 

fee payable should be increased (Sheeran 1984). After a number of seizures of cloth, 

matters came to a head in two lawsuits – the first in 1612, and later in 1638. At the earlier 

hearing it was estimated that 18-20,000 people were employed in the textile industry in the 

parishes of Halifax, Bradford, Bingley and Keighley (Sheeran 1984). In 1638 John Dixon 

stated: 

“… in the Towne of Shipley… and the Townes adjoining there are now about an 

hundred Clothiers for one than then (40 or 50 years ago) was in those Townes.” 

(PRO Exchequer Depositions E134/14 Chas I/Mich 21 York). 

Dixon was in his 80s when he gave his evidence to the hearing of 1638. By this time, he had 

acquired a large house with a central hall and crosswings at either end. However, the 

majority of Shipley Clothiers were men of more modest means. In some cases domestic 

production flourished on a small, familial scale – a will of Edward Brooksbank in 1599: 

“Item I give and bequeath unto Willm Brockesbanke my sonne A tenter a paire of 

lomes a presse a shearboarde walker sheires and alth ‘nige belonging to clothe 

making.” (BI Edward Brockesbanke Shipley 1600 28A/f87) 

The Brooksbanks did not simply weave cloth, but had the tools for cropping it to a fine finish 

after it had been fulled. Probably the whole family were involved in cloth making, and 

besides this, they managed a farm of 20-30 acres (Sheeran 1984).  

The will and inventory of Jonathan Wrangham (died 1723) is interesting in that it shows that 

he was producing coloured cloths, with the entire first floor of his house given over to their 

production. In the west chamber of the house he had two looms, as well as two wheels for 

spinning yarn, and cards and scribbing boxes for rendering raw wool suitable for spinning. In 

the east chamber were six packs of wool valued at £48, while outside were two dyeing vats, 

and tenter frames. Upper loomshops like this were common throughout the Aire Valley and 

around Bradford. The only pre-19th century example to survive in Shipley is a group of 

houses and cottages along the canal known as Jane Hills (HLC_PK 26468). Originally there 

was one house set at right angles to the tow path with a workshop at its southern end. A 
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taking-in door can be seen, and the house, which was slater subdivided and extended, is 

dated 1796 (Sheeran 1984).3

As the domestic system of textile production gradually developed, "entrepreneurs" began to 

control the domestic system of production and a class of clothiers developed. Enterprising 

individuals increased cloth production by employing scribblers, spinners and weavers to 

undertake work elsewhere. These activities were carried out in rows of cottages which were 

exclusively built for weaving and spinning. Many of the rows had a continuous shared 

workshop on the top floor where spinning and weaving was undertaken. This "upper-floor" 

domestic textile production was also evident in 'folds', squares of cottages with a continuous 

top floor workshop where scribbling, spinning and weaving would take place. The 

distinguishing feature of these cottages was the predominance of weaving windows to 

increase natural light. With the development of the congregation of the weavers and 

spinners cottages, hamlets and villages were established on moor edges close to hillside 

farms.

Dixon Mill remained in the hands of the Dixon family until its purchase by Sir Walter 

Calverley in 1712. Calverley also bought Hirst Mill at this time: the purchase was carried out 

by an indenture of lease and release bearing date 30th May 1712 between William 

Wightman, yeoman, of Dewsbury and son of Thomas Wightman, deceased, of Mirfield, and 

Sir Walter Calverley, Bart., concerning: 

“… those two fulling mills commonly called Hirst Mill together with one dwellinghouse 

and barn adjoining, and one parcel of ground belonging to the same mill, and all the 

dams, floodgates, goytes etc. in Shipley and Bingley.” 

In the 1740s another fulling mill, New Mill, was built on the Aire at the far side of Hirst Wood, 

and by the late 18th century between 9,000 and 10,000 pieces of broadcloth were being 

fulled annually at Shipley mills (Sheeran 1984). 

The early 18th century also saw the development of worsted production in Shipley. After the 

Civil War an active interest was taken in producing worsted cloth – in an inventory of goods 

in 1706, John Hudson of Shipley Fields states that he owned besides a loom and other gear 

a worsted wheel. His wool spinning wheels had been relegated to the barn. Other Shipley 

3 Jane Hills. Grade II Listed. Three houses. Dated 1796.Hammer-dressed stone. Ashlar quoins. Stone slate roof. Two 
storeys, one bay each.
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clothiers turned to worsted around this date - John Rushworth, described himself as a 

“worstead comber” in 1738. 

Outside of textile production, the Shipley area was also noted for iron production, stone 

quarrying and coal mining.  

By the late 16th century iron was being produced in the area – the Thoresby Society 

possesses two account books of smithies (iron works) of Sir Christopher Danby at Farnley 

and Shipley. Danby had a lease on the Shipley smithies during the period 1582-84. The iron 

produced was measured in dozens, made up of 12 pieces (as iron pigs). In 1582, repairs to 

a dam were made, which suggests the use of water-driven machinery (Sheeran 1984). 

By the 1590s, another iron works had been established by Edward Cage, near to Hirst 

Wood. Legal documents, in which Cage accuses a Robert Swain of Idle, together with 

several other Shipley and Baildon people, of interfering with his business, sheds light on 

Cage’s works, which appear to have been in two places: 

“… in or neere unto Shiplaye viz: a forge or hamer scyttuatt in a place called Shiplaye 

Hurste, and a furnace or frame of a furnace scyttuatt in another place called 

Brucrofte neere unto Shiplaye…” (PRO Star Camber C36/no 16). 

William Rawson had leased to Cage a mine of iron stone in Shipley called ‘Crackers’. Having 

obtained the ore, Cage acquired charcoal from Idle Wood which was transported to the 

furnace in Shipley, which was stoked and the iron stone reduced. The iron was then 

conveyed to Hirst Wood where it was possibly refined and worked. It appears to have been a 

sophisticated, yet short-lived, industry, with mechanical hammers, buildings to house 

furnaces and the use of water power. There are no references to the industry after 1592 – 

possibly the Crackers seam had been exhausted by this time or that Cage had become 

disillusioned with the business. It is possible that New Mill, mentioned above, built in Hirst 

Wood in 1740 occupied the site of the old iron works, utilising its weir and goit – the field 

next to the mill was named Cinder Hills, suggesting the waste from a forge or finery. 

Airedale, the valley in which Shipley stands, marks the northern edge of the Yorkshire 

coalfields. The coal lying under Shipley forms part of the Lower Coal Measure deposits, and 

though of poor quality, it was readily available. The coal was exposed in the narrow run-off 

channels, now known as Northcliffe Wood and Spring Wood, and was mined by the digging 

of adits - i.e. short tunnels driven straight into the hillside. The seams continued under the 
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hills covering the Moorhead and Nab Wood areas, and numerous shafts are known to have 

been sunk across these hilltops in order to exploit this resource. Long lanes ran from several 

of these pit-heads to enable the coal to be taken down to the canal staithes, or loading 

platforms, at the bottom of the valley.

By 1777 there were two main collieries: the Milne upon the Common situated between 

Stoney Ridge Lane and Cottingley Moor Road; and the Mine in the enclosure situated at the 

far end of Northcliffe near High Bank Lane. At this time, the mines were owned by the Lord 

of the Manor, Cyril Jackson, and superintended by William Holden. From correspondence 

between Holden and Jackson dated to 1800, it is clear the pits were never very profitable: 

“We have had a great deal of trouble this Year with the Coal Mine in the Inclosure 

and what adds to that I have lost my Old Banks Man. I am afraid that I shall not be 

able to pay that attention to the Collyery that is necessary in the future… I 

recommend to have the Myne let.” (Calderdale Libraries Robert Parker Papers) 

All correspondence ended after 1800. The remains of both collieries can still be seen looking 

from Nook Nick from Cottingley Moor Road, where much of the banked up ground is colliery 

waste and also at the western end of Northcliffe Park. The pits appear as grassy mounds or 

rings about 10m across, with some of those on the common bearing traces of coal around 

their perimeters (see HLC_PK 19300). 

Elsewhere, coal in Shipley continued to be exploited (albeit in a piecemeal fashion), until the 

coming of the railways in the nineteenth century, when cheaper and better quality coal 

became available from the deep mines of south Yorkshire and Wales. 

Another early 'industrial' occupation in Shipley was that of stone quarrying. The stone, which 

outcrops mainly on the north-facing edge of Shipley Low Moor, is a hardwearing fine 

sandstone from the 'Rough Rock' deposits, laid down, like the coal measures, during the 

Carboniferous era some 300 million years ago. While there is little documentary evidence on 

the extent of stone quarrying in past centuries, the existence of large numbers of small, 

worked-out stone quarries that survived along Saltaire Road and Bingley Road, prior to the 

redevelopments in the area during the 1960s and 1970s, suggests that the industry was 

operating in Shipley for a very long time. 

Shipley’s primary industry was cloth making, followed by sizeable coal mines, iron working 

and stone quarrying. There were other crafts, trades and domestic industries – the Ordnance 

Survey 1st Edition map of 1854 shows a lime kiln near the canal in the centre of the town, 

but a document of 1685 dealing with land in the area mentions a “Lyme Kilne Hole”. Other 
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building materials came from the common – stone from the quarries and, by the middle of 

the 18th century, bricks made from seat earth from nearby coal seams. William Holden 

reported that between 1771 and 1772, “above 100,000” had been made (Sheeran 1984). 

By the early 18th century the population of Shipley was between 200 and 350 people, but 

not all of these lived in the central part of the town, but some at Moor Head, others at Hirst 

Wood and Shipley Fields. Perhaps as few as 30 or 40 houses and cottages were scattered 

around the town centre (Sheeran 1984). The demolition of the town centre in the 1950s, and 

subsequent clearance of the adjacent areas in the 1960s removed many of Shipley’s older 

houses. Others were lost during industrial development in the 19th century. However, on the 

outskirts of the town, some fabric dating to the 17th and 18th centuries survive, including 

Jane Hills (see above) and Shipley Conservative Club (formerly Shipley Old Hall – within 

HLC_PK 26471).4 Later 18th century buildings and structures survive, particularly along the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal, but often much altered and neglected. Grade II Listed and 

dating from 1774, Junction Bridge is a typical early single segmental arch stone bridge found 

along the Leeds-Liverpool Canal. Junction House is a substantial 3 storey vernacular style 

building is probably contemporary with the canal (1774), but surprisingly is not a Listed 

Building. The original building is 4 bays long and stands under a stone slate roof with 

copings and kneelers. Junction House was used as a warehouse and as lodgings for old 

boatmen and housed a canal toll office. Sadly, this historically important landmark building 

has been empty for a number of years and is in a poor state of repair. 

19th Century Development 

During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the pressure for the country to 

produce more of its own food, aided by recent improvements in the methods of agriculture, 

persuaded many landowners and farmers around the country that the transformation of the 

remaining common lands into conventional farmland would be financially viable. The result 

was the last great enclosure movement. In 1815 a Bill was presented to Parliament to allow 

for the enclosure of the two Shipley moors. The procedure took several years to complete, 

and it was not until June 1825 that the enclosure award was finalised. The enclosure 

surveyors also took advantage of the changes to improve several of the old lanes within the 

township. These included Moorhead Lane and its continuation, High Bank Lane. It was also 

during this period that the route of the Shipley section of the Bradford to Keighley Turnpike 

4 Grade II Listed Shipley Conservative Club (formerly Shipley Old Hall). Hall house, now Conservative Club. Left wing late 
17th century, central section and right wing early 18th century. Coursed, squared rubble. Ashlar quoins and 
dressings to 18th century parts. Stone slate roofs. Two storeys. U-shaped plan.
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Road, which passed through part of the newly enclosed land, was being determined by the 

turnpike surveyors. 

One of the major factors that aided Shipley in the progress into an industrial town was the 

improvement in the transport infrastructure. The first of these was the construction of three 

turnpike roads through the township. A new road was cut through the fields between 

Frizinghall and Cottingley, as part of the Bradford to Keighley turnpike. The Shipley to 

Bramley turnpike, simply required an upgrade to the existing road between Hirst Lane and 

Calverley. While the Shipley, Ilkley and Kirkstall turnpike consisted of an improvement to 

Otley Road, down as far as Baildon Bridge, and a new section between the Branch and 

Valley Road. These three new roads meant that Shipley was now placed at the centre of a 

busy crossroads.   

While, for most of its history, Shipley has been an agricultural community, the onset of 

the industrial revolution had an immediate effect on the town. The first major change came in 

the 1770s with the creation of the Leeds and Liverpool canal. This work required the 

construction of two long viaducts, one at Dockfield and the other, now known as The Seven 

Arches, at Hirst Wood. By 1773 the Skipton to Shipley section had been opened, while in 

1774 a branch was cut to Bradford and by 1816 the canal had been opened between Leeds 

and Liverpool. The opening of the canal allowed much greater freedom of movement for 

produce and goods into and out of the district, and Shipley took full advantage of this. 

Wharves were introduced on the north side of Briggate, including warehousing along Wharfe 

Street (see HLC_PK 26468).5

19th Century Industrial Development 

Figure 362. 
Shipley as 
depicted on the 
OS 1st Edition 6” 
map of 1854. © 
and database 
right Crown 
Copyright and 
Landmark
Information Group 
Ltd (all rights 
reserved 2016) 
Licence numbers 

5 Shipley Wharf Street. Grade II Listed Canal Warehouse. Canal warehouse. Mid-19th century. Deeply-coursed stone. 
Ashlar quoins and dressings. Welsh slate roof. 2 Storeys, 3 to rear, 4 bays. 
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000394 and TP0024 

First introduced in Yorkshire in the 1770s the worsted trades saw rapid growth in the 19th 

century. While the waterwheel was adequate to meet the demands of the early worsted 

spinning mills, the development of the steam engine for use in the textile industry changed it 

out of all recognition. The patent on the rotative steam engine held by Boulton and Watt ran 

out in 1800, leaving local firms free to build and develop bigger, better and cheaper engines 

to power larger spinning mills. Power looms had been introduced into the Shipley area by 

1822. By 1842, the development of Lister’s machine combs heralded the dawn of the large 

textile factory performing all operations under one roof. 

Evidence from the plan of the Shipley Enclosure Award of 1815 shows that prior to the 

1820s Shipley was still, predominantly an agricultural community. However, by 1822 there 

were three worsted textile manufactures and several woollen manufacturers in the 

expanding village. Two families were important to Shipley in this respect; the Denbys and 

the Hargreaves.

The Denbys were a family of weavers who had settled in Shipley soon after 1700, having 

probably moved here from nearby Windhill. At first they held probably a small farm, but by 

the mid to late 18th century they appeared to live solely by the textile trade. By the late 18th 

century, Samuel and William Denby were contracting out work to other weavers in the area, 

and had built up their business to such an extent that they became partners in Denby, Booth 

and Lee. In 1796, the partnership had built a scribbing mill, Providence Mill, on the Aire near 

Baildon Bridge (see HLC_PK 24596). Providence Mill had carding and scribbing engines 

and was the first mill in Shipley engaged in processes other than fulling. Nothing of this mill 

survives, having been demolished by 1948 (now the site of a 1960s textile shop). Denby 

involvement in Providence Mills is significant, for in 1820 they formed their own company – 

“William Denby and Sons, manufacturers of textiles from the raw wool to the finished 

products”, a company run from a large warehouse on Well Croft. Sometime around this date 

they also went into worsted production. William Denby died in 1831, and his sons took over 

the business. In the 1840s they built Well Croft Mill (demolished in the 1960s, now the site of 

Shipley Library – see HLC_PK 26466). 

Joseph Hargreaves’ parent were born in Bolton, near Bradford, and had settled in Frizinghall 

- here, they put out work for spinners. Joseph extended the family business in the early 19th 

century, taking leases of Frizinghall Mill and Pricking Mill, Windhill, and converting them to 
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worsted production. By 1851 he had moved to Shipley itself, where he built another mill 

(Airedale Mills – see HLC_PK 24596). 

There was a steady growth of mills in Shipley employing both water and steam power, and 

by 1850 there were about nine in production; seven of these were worsted mills (Sheeran 

1984). Early spinning mills in Shipley include Gill Mill in Tong Park, Baildon. This was built in 

1778, it had been spinning worsted since 1790, then greatly enlarged by William Denby and 

Sons in 1853. Red Beck Mill (HLC_PK 22490) was built around 1814 or 1815 on Heaton 

Beck in Shipley Fields. This was the first mill in Shipley to be built for worsted. Ashley Mill 

was established in the early 19th century, where cotton warps were used in the manufacture 

of lustre cloths. Prospect Mill, a worsted spinning and weaving mill, was established in the 

centre of the town away from a source of water – the adoption of steam power made this 

sort of development possible. Old Whiting Mill, Shipley was of no great significance until 

1822, when James Warbrick, a Bradford worsted spinner, had a power loom built there. The 

same day a mob of local weavers destroyed the loom, parading the wreckage through the 

streets. Union Mill, Low Well, Shipley was built in 1823, with a 40hp steam engine, by 

Wilcox, Bradley & Co. In 1833 it was employing 83 hands in scribbling and fulling for the 

domestic woollen trade. Both New Mill and Dixon Mill were converted to worsted spinning in 

the early 19th century (Hargreaves 2000). Junction Mills was built in several phases, the 

earliest section being built alongside the canal c.1830 if not earlier. Piggott’s 1834 Directory 

records the existence of Junction Mills and its use as a worsted spinning mill (it was later a 

complete worsted mill), a use which continued well into the 20th century. The mills were 

extended at various points and still remain in industrial use. 

After 1850, the mills mentioned above declined in importance as the town became 

dominated by four much larger undertakings, where all the processes were gathered under 

one roof, including wool combing which was not successfully mechanised until the middle of 

the century (Sheeran 1984). The first was John Hargreaves’ Airedale Mills, built on the site 

of the earlier Providence Mill, in 1851. This was followed by Sir Titus Salt’s Mill, built in 1853, 

established as a self-contained factory for worsteds and many other fabrics. During the 

1850s the Denbys rebuilt and enlarged Well Croft Mill (demolished in the 1950s), and in 

1873 Henry Masons established Victoria Mill, which began operation in 1875. Over the 

course of twenty years, the textile industry in Shipley was transformed from one producing 

mostly woollen cloths by hand to a worsted industry employing a large workforce in factories 

- according to Cudworth, by 1876 the big four worsted firms in Shipley, namely, Hargreaves, 

Salt’s, Mason’s and Denby’s were in total employing 6,900 workers (Cudworth 1876; 

Hargreaves 2000). 
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Of all the textile mills established in the 19th and early 20th century, only a few survive 

through to the 21st century. The second half of the century saw the decline of the textile 

manufacturing industry, which ultimately resulted in the closure of all of Shipley’s textile mills 

by the end of the century. Some buildings have been converted to other use (as engineering 

factories, warehousing, and mixed industrial and commercial offices), while others have 

been converted into apartments. Unfortunately, many have been left derelict, or have been 

demolished.

Ashley Mill (Mercury Quays – HLC_PK 26495): Ashley Mill was established in the first half of 

the 19th century and was on the outskirts of Shipley at the time. The mill complex expanded 

and parts were redeveloped as the 19th century progressed. In recent years the mill 

complex has been converted to a range of business and leisure uses with the wholesale 

redevelopment of the site and the construction of new buildings such that it is now difficult to 

distinguish the old from the new. The tapered octagonal chimney with iron braces is a key 

historic structure which helps to establish the industrial character of the area. 

Orbic Works (Merchant’s Quay – HLC_PK 24595): Judging by the use of red brick, Welsh 

slate roof and stone lintels and cills, this compact mill complex dates from the 1920s or 

1930s. The attractive group with a 41/2 storey shed, single storey weaving shed and a 1-2 

storey engine shed/boilerhouse is visually dominated by the tall tapered cylindrical red brick 

chimney with stepped dentils supporting the cornice. The shed is a characterful building 

which is 7 by 4 bays. 2 of the bays on the long elevation were loading bays and are topped 

by gables to which the hoists would have been attached. On the eastern gable is a bay 

containing loading doors which have been glazed over as part of the mill’s conversion to 

offices. 

Commercial Mills (within HLC_PK 26469): These mills off Upper Ashley Street were built for 

textiles, but are now occupied by a number of businesses. Construction is in phases ranging 

from the 3 storey 5 bay hipped roofed shed, which probably dates to the 1830s; through to 

the large ashlar fronted shed which faces gable on to Commercial Street, which was built in 

the second half of the 19th century through to various modern sheds and outbuildings. The 

complex contains a good mixture of industrial buildings, including a square chimney which 

appears to have been reduced. The stone built elements of this complex are important 

because of their form and the contribution in terms of context that they make to vistas from 

the canal and the Victoria Street Bridge. 
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Figure 363. The Victoria Works, Shipley © Copyright Chris Allen and licensed for reuse 

under this Creative Commons Licence www.geograph.org.uk/photo/ 174471 

The Victoria Works is a large textile mill built for Henry Mason in 1873 (HLC_PK 23733). 

Constructed in hammer-dressed stone with a Welsh-slate roof. There are two main blocks, 

the left one 15 bays by 6 bays, the right one 23 bays by 6 bays. The two blocks and 

chimney are each separately designated as Grade II Listed buildings. It was converted into 

apartments in the early 21st century. 

Airedale Mills (HLC_PK 24596). A large factory was built on this site in 1850 by Joseph 

Hargreaves, although it does not appear on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition mapping 

(1854). It is first depicted on the Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition map of 1893 - the present 

building comprises two large sheds and an office fronting on to Salts Mill road. Much of the 

fabric looks late 19th to early 20th century in date, although earlier material survives. After 

closing in the mid-20th century, the building is mixed industrial and commercial use 

(company involved in design, manufacturing and installation of retail and commercial 

interiors).

Station Mills (HLC_PK 26282). A worsted mill was established here in the period 1854 to 

1893 (probably c.1870). The medium sized mill shed was demolished between 2002 and 
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2009, leaving a modern (1960-70s) building standing (now commercial use) standing in 

largely derelict land.  

Midland Dye Works (HLC_PK 26281). The site is marked on the 1st Edition OS map, 

surveyed in 1848 (map sheet 201) as a tan yard, but is consistently marked as a ‘Dyeworks’ 

on subsequent editions of the OS map. On the 1934 and 1938 OS edition maps the site is 

marked as ‘Midland Dye Works’. The site was purchased in 1949 and was used as a wool 

warehouse by Holmfirth Wools Ltd. (a wholly-owned subsidiary of the John W. Pennington 

(Bradford Wool Sales) Ltd. Company (Pennington, 1986). 

The site was visited by Column Giles in 1986 as part of the RCHME /WYAS Yorkshire 

Textile Mills survey; he recorded a warehouse of 2 storeys and 9 bays, a number of dye-

houses, and many sheds (some with vents in roof, and others without). The buildings were 

demolished in the 1990s, although some fabric remains (perimeter wall). 

Spring Mill (formerly Red Beck Mills). Red Beck Mill (HLC_PK 22490) was built in 1815, and 

was the first mill in Shipley to be used for worsted (Hampshire 2000). Following closure of 

the mill during the second half of the twentieth century, the site was changed to mixed 

industrial use. The majority of the buildings here appear early to mid-20th century, including 

an early 20th century shed (now derelict). Some fabric of the earlier textile mill may survive. 

Junction Mills - This mill complex was built in several phases, the earliest section being built 

alongside the canal c.1830 if not earlier. Piggott’s 1834 Directory records the existence of 

Junction Mills and its use as a worsted spinning mill (it was later a complete worsted mill), a 

use which continued well into the 20th century. The mills were extended at various points 

and still remain in industrial use. The oldest building is alongside the canal and is a long 3 

storey stone building with a regular grid of almost square fixed and hopper window openings, 

most of which are boarded up. Spaced dentils carry the gutter and the blue slate roof is 

hipped at either end. Slightly behind this building is the tapered square plan stone built mill 

chimney which has iron braces binding it together higher up. The canalside shed is linked to 

a taller late 19th, possibly early 20th century stone shed by a mixture of older and more 

recent low rise buildings. This plain taller shed is 4 storeys in height with a tall parapet 

concealing the roof. At the western end is a taller water tower which has the name of the 

Mills painted on it in bold green and cream paint.  

Dockfield Mills - This c.1900 textile mill presents an imposing tall 31/2 storey, 11 bay 

elevation adjacent to the towpath. Behind this tall, but fairly shallow shed is a much lower 

north light weaving shed. Dockfield Mills is now offices and is known as Staveley House, but 
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the parapet which conceals the north light roof of the tall shed still bears the original name of 

the mill in large bold letters. Below this parapet is a cornice which is carried by pilasters 

which divide the bays and act as quoins. Between the pilasters, the cornice is supported by 

plain dentils. 

Saltaire Mills (HLC_PK 22669 and 23741). Titus Salt was born at Morley on 20th September 

1803. His family were successful in the textile business and in 1833 he ran the family 

company. In Bradford where Titus Salt's mills were originally located, there was generally 

poor health caused by the pollution from mill chimneys and bad sanitation due to an 

inadequate sewerage system. In 1848 Titus Salt became Mayor of Bradford. During this time 

he campaigned to improve the pollution from mill chimneys by using improved smoke 

burners that would significantly cut down on the level of sulphur. He received little support 

from fellow mill owners, in 1850 he decided to move out of Bradford and build his own 

industrial community near to the river Aire and the Leeds Liverpool canal. He named the site 

'Saltaire' after himself. The mill complex is divided into two main blocks; to the south of the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal is the earliest mill, Salt’s Mill, which is dated to 1851-53, while to 

the north is a later ‘New’ Mill dated 1868, with a later 1870s addition: 

Salt’s Mill: The main block and sheds are a Grade II* Listed mill complex, dated to 1851-53. 

Designed by Lockwood and Mawson. Engineer: Sir William Fairbairn. The mill complex 

was constructed in hammer dressed stone with ashlar and rock-faced dressings, with red 

brick lining and a hipped Welsh slate roof. The brick and cast iron internal framework were 

designed by the engineer William Fairbairn to minimise the risk of fire. The roof structure 

was also of an advanced design, with cast iron struts and wrought iron rods that did not 

require cast iron columns for support. The resultant huge space was considered to be the 

largest room in Europe at that time.

The mill is made up of a number of separate structures. The entrance block and office block 

on Victoria Road is two-storeys in height, with a basement level to the left. It is an ornate 

structure, where particular attention has been paid to the main entrance which is surmounted 

by a turret. The main building is four-storeys and basement in height in a T-shaped plan, 

with lower sheds in the angles and extending to the east. The central section of the main 

façade has two projecting bays with square towers attached that break up the monotony of 

the façade. There are also projecting bays to the far-east and west of the building. The 

ground floor windows are round-arched with rusticated rock-faced voussoirs, linked by a 

singular stringcourse, and the upper floors have simpler cambered-headed windows linked 

by stringcourses at sill level. The dramatic mill chimney continues to dominate this façade, 
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although the top had to be removed for safety reasons. Cast iron railings surround the mill, 

completing its composition. The mill has undergone a series of alterations and extensions 

and was extended during the 1920s to cover its maximum area of nine acres. It was re-

roofed in 2003, using slates that match the original as closely as possible. This constitutes a 

great investment for the future of this great building. 

Figure 364. Saltaire Mills, Leeds and the Liverpool Canal. The large building on the southern 

bank of the canal (left as we are looking at it here) is Salt’s Mill which was built 1851-53. The 

building opposite is the north block or “new mill”, added in 1868. Both were designed in 

Italianate style by local architects Henry Lockwood and Richard Mawson for Titus Salt. A 

covered walkway connected the two mills. © Copyright David Dixon and licensed for reuse 

under this Creative Commons Licence. 

Opposite Salt’s Mill is the Grade II Listed Mill Building of Shipley College (HLC_PK 22669), 

which originally opened as the dining room in 1854. This was the first building to be 

completed after the mill itself. The single-storey building is constructed of hammer-dressed 

stone, with ashlar dressings and a hipped Welsh slate roof. Above the central bay of the 

building is the Salt coat-of-arms. 



822

New Mill (HLC_PK 23741) was constructed on the piece of land between the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal and the River Aire on the site of Dixon’s Mill, an old waters-powered worsted 

mill, in 1868. Again designed by Lockwood and Mawson, it is a Grade II Listed Building. 

Further additions are dated 1871, including the dyehouse. It is again detailed in a fine 

Italianate style and constructed in similar materials to Salts. The ornate chimney that is 

situated ween the two blocks of the mill is modelled on campaniles of the Church of Santa 

Maria Gloriosa dei Frari in Venice. The structure fell a poor state of repair during the 1980s, 

but work began on its renovation to offices and apartments in 1992. 

The quarrying and building industry also underwent change the first half of the 19th century, 

and was to become the second most important industry in the town as the century 

progressed. The hierarchical nature of the industry did not change, with demarcations 

between trades and employees (master craftsmen, journeymen, apprentices and labourers) 

established well before the Industrial Revolution. It was the market situation which changed, 

along with the supply of materials and the amount of work available. Local masons became 

directly employed by mill owners and speculators to build factories and workers’ housing.  

It is worthwhile noting that as the textile and quarrying industry went through a transition in 

the first half of the 19th century, other industries remained organised along traditional lines. 

Several were still small domestic workshop industries even by the middle years of the 

century. Boot and shoe manufacture was prevalent in a number of small workshops, where 

two to four people might be employed. The 1851 census records a number of employers 

using the traditional style of master cordwainer to describe their profession. Craft industries 

of less concern included nail making, tinplate working, boat building (by the canal) and 

cartwrights, wood turners and heald and bobbin makers. 

In 1826, Shipley broke away from the historical influence of Bradford by becoming an 

independent parish in its own right. Thereafter, the town remained independent for nearly 

150 years. A decade later, the coming of the Leeds to Bradford railway created even better 

transport links with the outside world, though it also required a major change to the physical 

appearance of the town. The layout of the triangular railway junction, for example, required 

the excavation of a huge area between Otley Road and Chapel Lane, as well as a large 

cutting through the rest of the town.  

The early 19th century saw the development of commercial and civic buildings within the 

town centre, including the founding of a Commissioner’s Church on Kirkgate – the Church of 
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St Paul (HLC_PK 23450) was built between 1823 and 1825, and was consecrated in 1826. It 

is a Grade II Listed Building by John Oates of Halifax. Constructed in a Perpendicular style 

in ashlar, with a 5-bay nave and aisle under one roof.

19th Century Residential Development 

Most of the population of the township, which in 1801 consisted of 1400 people, lived within 

the area around Westgate and the present Market Square; and the area to the south of Low 

Lane, now Briggate. The rest of the township consisted mainly of conventional farmland and 

woodland, along with the two large areas of common land, the Low Moor and the High Moor. 

Yet by 1850 all had changed: new roads and a railway had been built, factories erected and 

a trebled population was housed in terraced cottages. This activity had been largely confined 

to the town site, and the increased population accommodated by the infilling of the central 

town and its yards, and by tenementing. 

The main area of working class housing was along Low Lane (Commercial Street and 

Briggate) which took in fields by the canal. This area was one of the first to expand – the 

effect of population growth in the early years of the century is difficult to assess, but as 

pressure increased towards the middle of the century rows of cottages were built in Low 

Lane and fields off it, forming short streets. The Low Lane area housed about a third of 

Shipley’s population by 1841 (Sheeran 1984). A number of early 19th century cottages 

survive along Briggate, including 60-68c Briggate. This group of c.1800-1830 group of 

vernacular cottages and workshops forms an attractive set of haphazardly arranged stone 

built stone roofed buildings. 64-68c Briggate appear to have been built at the same time, 

with a few later extensions which are in the spirit of the organic development of the area. 
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Another sizeable part of the populace lived around the market place, filling in the yards or 

folds around houses of 17th and 18th century origin. Hudson Fold House dated to the 17th 

century; besides the house being tenemented, 14 back-to-back cottages were built within the 

yard. Subdivision was a fate which befell several of the town’s older buildings - while some 

older houses may have been divided into two in the 18th century, this was acceptable. 

Further subdivision in the 19th century led to overcrowding: Old Hall, the Dixon House, was 

divided into three, while Manor House was converted into four dwellings (Sheeran 1984).  

In 1841, 211 people lived in 43 dwellings in Chapel Lane, yet in 1851, 300 lived there, and 

the number of dwellings had risen by only one. Chapel Lane comprised a jumble of courts 

and short rows, both along the lane and in yards of two or three older houses. Most cottages 

house small families, but some were seriously overcrowded: Nos. 15-19 housed five 

families, a total of 20 people, yet they were no five separate cottages, but two old houses 

which had been tenemented (Sheeran 1984). 

The ongoing and uncontrolled growth throughout the 1830s and 1840s created an 

environment that led to serious health problems in Shipley. A letter to the General Board of 

Health in London, dated 5th December 1851, states:  

"The inhabitants have for sometimes past been greatly injured in the matter of health, 

as well as seriously inconvenienced by a want of water, and the drains and sewage 

are in a sad state."

For instance, Low Well served the whole of Low Lane, of which the inspector commented:  

“… this portion of the township consists for the most part of houses built closely 

together and densely crowded… Yet in this quarter, there is only one public well… 

and six private pumps”.

The mortality rate was high, with diseases such as smallpox and cholera killing many, but 

the major killer was scarlet fever. 

In April 1853, a Local Board of Health was established in Shipley, specifically in order to 

allow the town to have elected representatives empowered to take control of planning and 

health standards within the town. At this time there were only 3,272 people living in 664 

houses in the whole township, but with the development of Saltaire already in progress, it 

was known that the town would soon need substantial new facilities for its growing 

population. Its immediate concerns were to provide an adequate water supply, sewerage 

and drainage system, for which a government grant was received. By 1860 these objectives 

had been achieved, along with the lighting of streets and work had begun on flagging and 

edging of causeways. There was little the Board could do about poor houses built before 
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1853, other than to try to improve sanitary conditions, although when legislation widened 

their powers, they took steps to acquire Chapel Lane and clear the area. 

The Board was particularly strict regarding all new buildings, and demanded that plans for 

new-builds be submitted for their scrutiny and approval. It meant that from that time on, all 

houses erected in Shipley had to be built to a certain minimum standard. The Local Board 

were also required to ensure that there was sufficient ventilation, within and around the 

houses; also that they were provided with a decent water supply and adequate sewerage 

facilities. The planning records of the Shipley Local Board, and the later Urban District 

Council, show that such powers were taken seriously, and many original plans were rejected 

for breaches of the bye-laws on these matters. Even Sir Titus Salt was forced, reluctantly, to 

submit his plans for Saltaire (see below). 

Naturally, the standards and requirements for new buildings changed over the years, both in 

terms of local and national legislation. But the most controversial of all were the regulations 

regarding back-to-back house. Such houses had been a traditional way of providing homes 

for low paid industrial workers in many parts of the country throughout previous centuries. 

Though by the second half of the 19th century it had become accepted by most public health 

experts, and many local authorities, that living in such houses meant a poor standard of 

health for their occupiers. However, Shipley, and many other towns within the West Riding 

continued to defend the right of builders to put up back-to-back houses despite national and 

county pressures to outlaw them.  

The evidence from Ordnance Survey maps show that a large number of homes built in 

Shipley during the last thirty years of the nineteenth century were back-to-backs. And this, 

despite the example from Saltaire, that through houses were a viable, and even a minimum 

requirement for decent housing - though there were even a few back-to-backs at the bottom 

end of Saltaire village, which survived until the 1930s. The largest development of back-to-

backs in Shipley can be seen to have been in the area bounded by St. Paul’s Road, Manor 

Road and Westcliffe Road, where over 450 such houses were erected during the 1880s. 

While others were constructed in Wycliffe Road, Thompson Street and in a series of short 

cul-de-sacs off Saltaire Road. All of these developments were relatively close to the town 

centre, and the main mills. The better class of through houses that were being built in 

Shipley at the same time, were built a little further out in areas such as Shipley Fields 
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Figure 366. Sunny Bank – a row of eight terraced houses built by James Fyfe in 1863 

New houses were being established throughout the central area, with many of them built by 

mill owners, land owners and speculators. James Fyfe lived in Shipley in the mid-19th 

century; he had wharves on the canal, had acquired a lime kiln and had interests in quarries. 

He described himself as a wharfinger and a lime and stone merchant on the 1851 census. 

Sometime before 1862 he obtained a lease of part of Cross Banks (the east side of manor 

lane) and in June of that year began to build eight houses which were completed by 1863. 

Fyfe was in the fortunate position of supplying most of the building material himself – the 

walls built using Shipley sandstone and the lime mortar and plaster supplied from his kilns. 

In 1866, Fyfe raised a mortgage, and bought the land on which the houses stood, and he 

named the street Sunny Bank (HLC_PK 26486). The houses were let to middle class 

families and remained Fyfe’s property until his death at the end of the century (Sheeran 

1984).

Piccadilly, off Low Lane, was a row of 22 new cottages where 124 people lived, squeezed 

between the canal and warehouses. At Stocks Hill, 61 were erected; across the road, two 

terraces known as Victoria Buildings had been started – 13 had been completed by 1851. In 

the years following, building continued apace – Hudson Fold increased to 20 dwellings, 

Victoria Buildings expanded to 31 blind-backed cottages and Joseph Hargreaves built 92 

back-to-backs for his workers along what is now Market Street and Central Avenue. 
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Compared to the working classes, the middle classes fared much better – their homes were 

usually built on the outskirts of the town. Sunny Bank, 1862-3, has already been mentioned. 

It had been preceded by nine villas built between 1840 and 1860 in the same area (WYHER 

PRN 11918 and 11925), and a further terrace of houses was built in Cross Banks after this 

date; more villas and a detached house were built in Hall Royd. This area still survives 

around Manor Lane, and together with a row of cottages and the Odd Fellows Hall (1840) 

contains a number of Shipley’s first Victorian villa houses. Kirkgate was lined with villas from 

the 1860s, and further up slope, houses were built in an area known as Victoria Park 

(HLC_PK 22514). As more land became available later in the century, speculative building 

occurred in the Nab Wood and Moorhead areas. 

While the house building in Saltaire was more or less completed by the late 1860s, the 

population of Shipley which had increased from just over 3,000 in 1851 to 10,000 by 1869, 

was still increasing, and there was still a demand for more houses. It can be seen that this 

expansion of industrialised building only came about due to the aristocratic/gentry 

landowners of Shipley: the Rosses, the Crompton-Stansfields and the Wainmans, coming to 

recognise that their land in Shipley had greater value as building land than as agricultural 

land. The result was the release of a considerable amount of this land for industrial premises 

and house building, with much of the land developed by the land owners themselves, 

property speculators and industrialists. 
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By the 1870s central Shipley could no longer contain the still rising population, and houses 

spread across what had been the Low Moor and along most of the routes leading out of the 

town. These houses were subject to building regulations set by the Local Board, and remain 

an important part of Shipley’s housing stock. 

The majority of extant terraced housing can be found either side of the A650 Bradford Road 

and as infill between Shipley town centre and the village of Saltaire. Much of Shipley’s 

terraced housing stock was lost through redevelopment in the 1950s to 1970s, being 

replaced by social housing schemes (housing estates and flats). 

Saltaire Village (HLC_PK 22664) 

The construction of the ‘model’ village of Saltaire started in 1851. The village was built by 

Titus Salt, who wanted to build a mill large enough to enable the whole process of converting 

raw wool into finished cloth to be done on one site (see above). The concept of an industrial 

'model' village was not new, and the fame of Saltaire, as created by architects Mawson and 

Lockwood, came from the high standard of design - the houses being of a size and quality 

then virtually unknown in the construction of working class housing - as well as the facilities 

provided for its inhabitants. 

The village is considered to be the finest and most complete example in England of an 

integrated mill, in which almost the complete process of textile production from sorting to 

finishing took place, and its associated housing and public buildings. There has been very 

little alteration to the physical structure of the nineteenth century village. Consequently the 

interrelationship of the buildings, which is indicative of the nineteenth century way of life in 

the village, is still evident. Saltaire was part an established tradition of model settlements 

within the 18th and 19th century British textile industry, but marks the culmination of their 

development.  
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Figure 369. Aerial view of Saltaire Village and Mills c.1970 (© Historic England) 

Lockwood & Mawson were the architects of the mill and the village. These were probably 

Bradford’s most renowned architects of the late nineteenth century, who were responsible 

for many of Bradford’s grand structures including City Hall and St. George’s Hall. The 

technology used in the construction of the mill was the best of the era, designed by William 

Fairbairn, one of the best engineers of the day, and the standard of housing and public 

facilities was particularly high. The cloth produced in the mills was exported through ports, in 

the case of Saltaire through Liverpool, bringing great wealth to the country and particularly 

mill owners. The structure of the village stands as a testimony to the important role that the 

textile industry played in the economic and social development of the country. It also 

illustrates the importance that the mill owners of the day attached to the industry and its role 

in the future of Britain. The design of the village influenced changes in social and industrial 

standards. The village was revered world-wide and impacted the design of later industrial 

settlements, for example Port Sunlight, Bournville and Crespi D’Adda in Italy, which is a 

World Heritage Site. 
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Figure 369. Saltaire Village. Junction of George Street and Caroline Street © Copyright 

Graham Hogg and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4885118 

The first streets to be built were those closest to the railway line: Albert Terrace (1854-61), 

Victoria Road (1854-69), William Henry Street (1854), George Street (1854-68), Amelia 

Street (1854), Edward Street (1854), Fanny Street (1854), Herbert Street (1854) and Titus 

Street (1854-68). Victoria Road was built following the north-south orientation of the old 

Dixon Mill Lane, to which the other early streets run parallel. The village then developed 

southwards towards what is now Saltaire Road and Bingley Road: Whitlam Street (1857), 

Mary Street (1857), Helen Street (1857), Ada Street (1857), Constance Street (1861), 

Shirley Street (1862), Lower School Street (1868), Upper School Street (1868), Mawson 

Street (1868), Katherine Street (1868), Jane Street (1868), Dove Street (1868), Myrtle Place 

(1868), Daisy Place (1868), Fern Place (1868), Harold Place (1868), Gordon Terrace (1868) 

and Albert Road (1868). The streets are mainly named after the Salt family, but the royal 

family and the architects of the village Lockwood and Mawson are also remembered.  

A station (1858), Congregational Church (1859 – see HLC_PK 22667), washhouse (1863), 

New Mill (1868 – see HLC_PK 23741 above), Factory Schools (1868), Methodist Church 
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(1868 – see HLC_PK 22633), almshouses (1868), hospital (1868), Institute (1871), Saltaire 

Park (1871) and a Congregational Sunday School (1876) were also constructed. 

Albert Road Schools opened in 1878 (HLC_PK 22679). These were constructed by the 

newly established Shipley Education Board, with which the Salt family were heavily involved, 

on land that was gifted to them by Sir Titus. This was one of the early extensions of the 

original model village. In the course of the 1880s trams arrived in Saltaire. By 1893, there 

was a tram service along Saltaire Road and Bingley Road, both terminating close to the 

junction of these two roads to the west of the village, with a depot situated to the south, on 

Clarence Road (HLC_PK 22689). In 1887, the Science and Art school was constructed on 

Exhibition Road to extend the facilities of the Institute (now part of Shipley College – see 

HLC_PK 23731). It was initially opened to accommodate the Royal Jubilee exhibition, which 

was opened by HRH Prince Henry of Battenberg and Her Royal Highness Princess Beatrice. 

James Roberts became sole owner of the village in 1899. He was himself a prominent local 

figure and like his predecessor, was made a baronet in 1909. It was whilst Roberts 

controlled the company and village that the ownership and control of the village began to 

separate. In 1902 Shipley Urban District Council took over the control of Salts Schools and 

then in 1908 the Technical College and Institute. Roberts sold his assets to a syndicate of 

James Hill, Henry Whitehead and Ernest Gates in 1918. However he retained Saltaire Park, 

later, in 1920, presenting it to Bradford Corporation, at which time it was renamed Roberts 

Park, as a memorial to his son (HLC_PK 22399).  

The syndicate reformed in 1923 to become Salts (Saltaire) Ltd. The next major change to 

the village came in 1933, when Bradford Property Trust bought the village, thus separating 

the ownership of the village buildings and the mill. The property trust made properties 

available for occupiers to buy for the first time. This period saw rapid improvements to 

properties, including the installation of electricity and flushed toilets. The few back-to-back 

houses in the village, which were situated along Albert Terrace, Caroline Street and Titus 

Street were demolished around this time.  

The inter-war period saw the new business flourish. During the Second World War 

production was concentrated on manufacturing goods for services, employing displaced 

persons from Eastern Europe. In the 1950s, the ethnic structure of the workforce was to be 

complemented by male immigrants from the Commonwealth countries, employed for the 

night shift, which women were not allowed to do by law at that time. Illingworth, Morris & 

Company Ltd. purchased the Salts Mill complex in 1958 and the business continued to 

thrive. The 1960s and 1970s sadly saw the demolition of some of the village’s buildings. The 
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station was closed in March 1965 and was demolished in the early 1970s. Saltaire Road 

Bridge was demolished in 1967, Saltaire Methodist Church was demolished in 1970 and 

replaced with a smaller modern building and the Sunday School was destroyed in 1972. The 

top 8m of the chimney had to be removed in 1971 for safety reasons. However, at the same 

time the importance of the village was being recognised and efforts made to conserve its 

interest. A number of the major buildings were listed in 1966 and the rest followed in 1984 

and the area was designated as a conservation area in 1971. 

In the early 1980s, Salts Mill was in economic decline, which affected the village, too. Many 

of the major buildings became semi-redundant and the fabric of the whole complex fell into a 

state of disrepair. The station reopened in 1984, re-establishing the rail link through the 

village. The same year the Saltaire Village Society was formed to campaign for the future of 

the village. The mill eventually closed in 1986. In June 1987, Jonathan Silver, a local 

businessman, purchased the mill. His dynamic personality was to have a tremendous 

influence over the whole of Saltaire. In 1987 he opened the 1853 gallery, exhibiting the 

works of David Hockney, who is also from Bradford. This was the beginning of the rebirth of 

the mill and the village. In 1990 Pace Micro Technology moved into the mill, followed by 

Filtronic Comtek 6 years later. The mill now has a high technology industry base, which is 

complemented by the art exhibitions, bookshop, diner and designer kitchenware that attract 

visitors to the building. This spurred the regeneration of the village, which was awarded the 

Civic Trust’s Centre Vision Award, the Europa Nostra Medal for conservation led 

regeneration and the BURA (British Urban Regeneration Association) Award for best 

practice in urban regeneration in 1996. The significance of the industrial model village of 

Saltaire was recognised by the international community when it was designated as a World 

Heritage Site in December 2001. 

Later 19th and Early 20th Century Infill 

Late 19th and early 20th century infill development occurred along Saltaire Road, effectively 

bridging the gap between the town of Shipley and the village of Saltaire (HLC_PK 22505, 

22514, 23507, 26489 and 26490). In one instance, terrace housing was built as a direct 

‘snub’ to Titus Salt’s vision of an isolated model village. Maddocks Street, Rhodes Street, 

Baker Street and Park Street (HLC_PK 23507; WYHER PRN 11917) were constructed in 

1896 and are thought to be historical additions to the village. However, they were built by 

subsequent owners of the mill - it is said that when partners Messrs. Salt, Rhodes, Baker 

and Maddocks fell out the later three took revenge on Salt by each building a street at the 

edge of his otherwise isolated community (Caffyn 1982). They form an important part of the 

setting of the area, specifically regarding views down the mill from Saltaire Road and Bingley 
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Road. The streets have through terraced properties, similar to the original ‘model village’, 

rather than back-to-back properties that dominated the surrounding area. However, 

architecturally they are inferior to those within the model village, having lost many of their 

original features and seen the addition of modern insertions. 

The visual evidence of surviving housing projects from the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 

along with the records of the West Riding Registry of Deeds, seems to suggest that it was 

the normal practice during this period for speculative builders to develop their sites 

piecemeal. The tradition seems to have been to borrow money from a private individual or a 

building society, and then build a short row of houses. They would then be sold, and the 

process would start all over again with another small block being developed. It would also 

appear to have been normal in such small-scale developments for the various blocks to be 

of different sizes and designs. The Oastler Road and Ferrand Road development is a classic 

example of this.  

Figure 370. Through-by-light terraced housing, Melbourne Street. Constructed in 1909. 

Further infill occurred in the early 20th century, including the ‘through-by-light’ terraced 

housing project on Melbourne Road (HLC_PK 26490: WYHER PRN 11884). These are 

three storey sandstone terraced houses with slate roof.  Built in 1909, the design was 

promoted in 1890 by Bradford architects Mawson and Hudson as an economic alternative to 

back-to-back terraced houses while retaining the health benefits of through ventilation. This 
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is an example of a type terraced house design which was not widely adopted. One of only a 

handful of such terraces in the region (Caffyn, L. 1986. Pages 113-117).     

Shipley Commercial and Civic Core 

Following the development of Saltaire, the rest of the township of Shipley expanded rapidly. 

Several other large mills were built in the town, which in turn led to an increase in house 

building throughout the town. As a result, between 1801 and 1881, the population grew from 

1,008 to 15,093. During the 1880s a major slum-clearance and rebuilding programme in the 

centre of the town, generated by the Shipley Improvement Act 1873, resulted in the creation 

of a new civic and commercial district, which prepared Shipley  for the 20th century. 

Subsequent redevelopment of the 1960s and 1970 has removed much of this civic and 

commercial core, although a small block exists between Commercial Street and Kirkgate 

(HLC_PK 26467, 26469 and 26470). Building here include a number of Listed Buildings, as 

well as unlisted buildings of note: 

Salvation Army Citadel (within HLC_PK 26469). Dated 1892, the Salvation Army Citadel 

is, appropriately enough, in the style of a medieval castle. The end bays of the symmetrical 5 

bay elevation break forward and are treated as turrets with a high castellated parapet with 

arrow slits at it base acting as a crowning feature. The castellated parapet is carried across 

the central 3 bays in a lower form, with the central section breaking forward, supported by 

large corbels. The window openings beneath the parapet are set in recessed sections of wall 

with dentils along the top, which, with the overhang of the parapet, creates the effect of 

machicolation. The squared and round-headed windows of this characterful building have 

been replaced with alternatives made out of modern materials. Next door is the more 

Edwardian style Young People’s Hall which is gable fronted, has quoined angles, copings 

with a shaped saddlestone, kneelers, and cross-mullioned windows. 

Grade II Listed Wesleyan Reformed Church and former caretaker's house, now 

private dwelling. Single storey building dated 1863. Builders: Messrs John Ives and 

Son of Shipley. Constructed in ashlar with a Welsh slate roof (within HLC_PK 26467). 

Shipley Baptist Church (WYHER PRN 11911). The first Baptist church on Rosse 

Street was built in 1862 as a 'large non-conformist cathedral' to replace the smaller 

Bethel Baptist Chapel which was close to Shipley town centre. This building 

continued in use as a church until the mid-1960s. Sometime after the 1960s the main 

body of the church was demolished. The former Sunday School and social rooms are 
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still in use as the Shipley Baptist Church. The surviving building appears to have 

been attached the former church as an original church buttress survives in the current 

building fabric. Gate piers, walls and railings around the site of the former church are 

also extant around the area of undeveloped land to the immediate west of the site. 

Barclays Bank (WYHER 11910). Probably constructed in the mid to late 19th century 

as part of the Victorian redevelopment of Shipley's commercial core. The area was 

probably gardens in mid-19th century (Ordnance Survey 1st edition. 1848. Map sheet 

201). Corner building with an L-shaped plan. Two storied with three bays on the north 

side and five bays on the east side. Ashlar sandstone with a plain slate roof. The 

main entrance is situated on the corner. Above the main entrance is a jettied five 

light, round cornered bay window decorated with flutes and swags. Above the bay 

window is a broken pediment with Victorian Baroque style scrolls and swags topped 

with a domed cap. 

The Community Centre (WYHER PRN 11908) is a former 19th century school hall, 

built in 1858 and enlarged in the 1880s. Double hall plan with M-shaped roof - the 

southern half is approximately 29m by 9m, while the northern half (approximately 42m 

by 7m) is possibly the later enlargement. It projects out on either side of the southern 

half forming an overall flattened T-shaped plan. On the northern side of the former 

school is a central two bay wing with M-shaped gables.   

Number 45 Kirkgate (WYHER PRN 11909) is a two storey detached house, with three 

bays. Rear projecting wing giving an L-shaped plan. The decorative style of this 

house matches a phase of the adjacent school that was possibly constructed as an 

extension the 1880s. The house may have been built as school accommodation (see 

WYHER PRN 11908). 

In the early years of the Shipley Local Board of Health, which was constituted in 1853, 

meetings were held in the Sun Inn, and then in rented rooms in Atkinson Street. Later the 

Board moved into rooms within the Manor House. The small bell tower on the roof housed 

the bell for the fire station located on the other side of the building. In 1907 a swimming 

baths was built on land behind the house. The Council Offices remained in this building until 

the 1930s, when they were moved into Somerset House on Manor Lane while the Manor 

House was demolished, and a new Town Hall erected on the site. Built in 1931-32 by 

architects Anderton and Bailey, it has three storeys and basement, and has thirteen bays 

with a mansard roof over the projecting centre. 

The 20th Century 
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For the first half of the twentieth century little changed in the central part of Shipley, and its 

appearance at the end of the Second World War was still that of a late nineteenth century 

industrial town. Textile and engineering manufacturing, continued to dominate the town, and 

these two industries provided more or less full employment for local people. 

The main changes that did occur in the inter-war years mainly related to the ownership of the 

houses. It appears to have become common practice after the end of World War I for the 

directors of the main textile mills in Shipley to expand their property portfolios in the town. In 

1920, for example, Sir Titus Salt Bart. & Sons Ltd. bought virtually the whole of Ashley Road; 

while, in the same year, C.F. Taylor’s, based in Otley Road, Baildon, bought 30 houses 

between Ferrand Road and Queen’s Road. In 1927, C.F. Taylor’s sold all their houses to a 

business called The Aire Property Trust. While in October 1933, Salts sold the village of 

Saltaire, and all their other houses, including Ashley Road, and all those that they owned 

between Park Street and Thompson Street – a total of 964 houses - to The Bradford 

Property Trust for £164,500. 

In the years following the end of the Second World War however, two major factors changed 

the shape and look of Shipley out of all recognition. The first was the decision of Shipley 

Urban District Council to embark on a major redevelopment programme. This consisted of 

two main projects.  

The first was the demolition and rebuilding of much of the central part of the town, which 

resulted in the creation of a modern shopping centre, a new library and a new bus 

station. Shipley town centre is dominated by its market place which is overlooked by its 

eccentric yet distinctive clock tower. The performance of this space, its use, the buildings 

framing it and access to it are critical to the future success of Shipley. The market place is a 

set piece of late 1950’s and early 1960’s urban planning which was bold and confident in its 

conception but now appears as dated and unremarkable.  

The second was an order by the town council for the automatic condemning and demolition 

of all of the town’s back-to-back houses. This decision subsequently required a large scale 

building programme of council houses and flats for the re-housing of the occupants of the 

demolished homes. As a result, there are no back-to-back houses within the town of Shipley, 

or its immediate environs. 

These changes marked the last acts of Shipley Urban District Council. In 1974, the 

government reorganised the county and local government administration in England and 

Wales, and Shipley was incorporated into the newly created Metropolitan District of 

Bradford. This move was something that Bradford had been trying to achieve, and which 
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Shipley had fought against, for nearly a hundred years. It marked the end of 150 years as a 

thriving independent industrial town.   

The second half of the century saw the decline of the textile manufacturing industry, which 

ultimately resulted in the closure of all of Shipley’s textile mills by the end of the century. A 

similar decline followed in the engineering industry, and for a time there was little industrial 

employment in the town. 

In the latter decades of the century certain amount of regeneration took place. New 

industries, in the form of computer and electronics design set up bases in Shipley, which 

created a certain amount of new employment. By the turn of the new century, a new 

phenomenon, that of the conversion of old textile mills into flats (apartments), and 

commercial centres, has started to have an affect on Shipley, as it completes the process of 

being, predominantly, a residential rather than an industrial town.  

Through a number of regeneration initiatives and development schemes the Shipley - 

Saltaire corridor has now become ‘de facto’ a mixed use area, particularly the sector to the 

west of Otley Road. The canal corridor has been declared a conservation area. Substantial 

redevelopment began in the 1970’s with the completion of an extensive office complex for 

the Department of the Inland Revenue. Later years brought the refurbishment of Salt’s Mill 

and adjacent property for office use, the electronics industry, the service sector and 

residential apartments. Public funding has been secured through the Industrial Development 

Act to improve access into this wider industrial quarter including a new canal crossing. This 

has provided the stimulus for further redevelopment. Victoria Works, a listed mill complex on 

the river frontage has been converted into residential apartments. Sited between the canal 

and Salts Mill Road are new offices, a hotel and pub-restaurant. To the east of Otley Road 

the change in land use has been minimal, mainly some commercial developments and infill 

industrial buildings. 
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