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Part 4. Settlement Analysis 
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4.1 Zones: HLC Themes within West Yorkshire 
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4.1.1 Introduction to zoning  

 

Figure 144. All HLC Types for West Leeds and Armley. A thematic map presenting all HLC Type assigned with random colours presents a 

confusing picture 
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Figure 144 above is a map of West Leeds and Armley which display most, if not all, of the 

109 HLC types.  Each type has been assigned random colours. It presents a confusing 

picture.  The initial problem is the large number of HLC Types. There are not enough colours 

in the GIS palette to represent them all clearly. The shades within the colours cannot be 

easily separated by the eye.  Although contiguous groups can be defined by picking out 

areas of the same colour interpretation is difficult because of the lack of cohesion and 

definition.      

Thematic mapping is a means of showing areas with connected values within particular 

themes.  These can be social, physical, political, cultural, economic, etc.  The theme of 

interest with regard to the HLC project data is the division of the historic landscape.  Within 

the confines of the HLC database fields, elements such as BroadType, HLC Type, period of 

origin, size of area and Legibility can be combined in meaningful ways to produce a thematic 

map which is relevant to particular interests, easier to interpret and thus be more meaningful.     

The data can be utilised in such a way to answer specific enquiries. The nature of the 

questions are many.  An urban geographer might wish to analyse the growth of 20th century 

suburbs. An industrial archaeologist may be interested in the distribution of 19th century 

textile mills.  A local authority planning officer might wish to identify areas of Victorian and 

Edwardian suburbs with a good surviving landscape cohesion.   

With the latter example, it would be necessary to have an understanding of what constitutes 

a 19th century suburb and then a translation of that understanding in to terms which relate to 

the HLC data. The first factor would be date. Records with a “PeriodStart” [see glossary] 

dating from the early 1830s until the 1st World War might be included. We would also need to 

distinguish between those features which are present in the current landscape and those 

which are not.  The “Legibility” field in the attribute tables would satisfy this.  The population 

of this field includes Invisible, Fragmentary, Partial, Significant and Certain. “Significant” 

represents complete or almost complete landscape representation.  “Partial” might indicate 

character type with significant survival, though perhaps altered or reused, for example a 19th 

century villa converted to a residential care home.  “Certain” asserts that the record is correct 

within the confines of available evidence. The next element might be concerned with what 

the landscape character type actually is. A typical villa suburb contains a whole range of 

associated features such a villa houses, semi-detached houses, higher status terraced rows, 

parks, gardens and small institutes such as churches. The ability of the GIS software is to 

select all the areas which contain the predefined factors and then combine and highlight 

them.   For the purposes of this report these areas are called zones. See Figure 145 below: 
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Figure 145. Thematic zone map of the Edgerton Area of Huddersfield depicting a zone of 

villa suburbs (highlighted in blue) 

 

Figure 146. Photograph of the Edgerton Area of Huddersfield. November 2015. 
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The latter half of Section 4 of the HLC report is concerned with defining the historic 

landscapes of West Yorkshire’s Districts, creating a gazetteer of rural settlements and 

analysing the urban core of the larger towns.  This is aided with the help of pre-determined 

zones which were designed to simplify the HLC data and provided an historic context which 

might be useful to researchers and professionals, such as Planning and Conservation 

Offices. 21 basic zones of historic landscape character were identified (a big reduction from 

the 109 HLC Types). These were tailored to provide a basic subdivision of the historic 

landscape based on period of origin, type (such as residential or industrial), historic context 

and to some degree social status.  The list of defined character zones is presented below. 

• Enclosed Land-Ancient (farmed land predating the surveyed enclosure commonly 

found after the mid-18th and early 19th century) 

• Enclosed Land-Planned 

• Historic Parkland and Prestigious Houses 

• Settlement pre 1775 

• Complex Mixed Period Urban Cores 

• 1775 to 1850 Industry and Industrial Settlement 

• 1775 to 1918 Suburban development 

• 1775 to 1918 Recreational or Ornamental Spaces 

• 1775 to 1918 Civic Centres, Hospital Complexes, Prisons and Colleges/Universities 

• 1850 to 1918 Workers' Housing and Associated Settlement 

• 1850 to 1945 Industrial Works, Selected Communications and Warehouses 

• 1775 to 1945 Extractive 

• 1918 to 1990 Residential and Selected Urban Development 

• Post 1918 Recreational or Ornamental Spaces 

• Post 1918 Civic Centres, Hospital Complexes, Prisons and Colleges/Universities 

• Post 1945 Commercial and Industrial Zones 

• Post 1990 Residential and Selected Urban Development 

• Post 1945 Extractive 

• Undifferentiated Communications except depots, railway sidings and canal features 

• Derelict Land 

Some of the zones are broad in their content as the goal was to reduce the number of zones 

to a manageable level for clarity and accessibility.  There is still the ability within each zone 

to further subdivide on the basis of any given study or interest. For example, the “1918 to 

1990 Residential and Selected Urban Development” zone could be re-themed to describe 

pre-war and post-war housing or social and private housing (or both).  The “Legibility” 
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attribute was used in making the section. These HLC Types with “Significant” of Partial” 

legibility were included.  

The finer definition of these zones is discussed in the Character zone descriptions section 

below. The criteria used in constructing the zones can be found in the appendices section to 

the rear of the report.  
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Character Zones descriptions   

Unimproved Land     

 

The zone comprises moorland, wetland, ancient or semi natural woodland and areas of ancient common land.  It represents areas with largely 

no improvement for agriculture. It is typically unenclosed, although Unimproved Land zones may be surrounded by dry stone walls or fences.  

 

Moorland has a wild open character with blanket bog or heather moor.  Large areas occur to the west of the county along the north-south 

Pennine watershed and to the north of the area around Ilkley Moor.   

 

Woodland is present throughout the county but has a stronger representation to the west of the county on the steep valley slopes.  Wetlands 

are a feature which are more common in eastern low lands and along the valley bottoms extending into the Pennine foothills.   

 

Wetlands had a much greater prominence in the past.  Unimproved Land has a poor agricultural grade limited to grazing or upland estate 

management such as grouse moors, common grazing and domestic peat extraction.  Woodland has been similarly managed in the past.  

 

Areas to the edge of the Unimproved Land zone may have been utilised in the past and reverted to a ‘wild’ state through abandonment and 

moorland or woodland regeneration.  Moorland edges and woodland may contain derelict farms, relict agricultural landscapes and cloughs 

which may include the sites of former industrial works and related water management features.  As the land is relatively undisturbed, 

archaeological and palaeoenvironmental features can be well preserved.  Other features which can be encountered include quarries, reservoirs 

and other water supply features.   Although the land has a natural appearance, it is in fact altered.  After the Ice Age West Yorkshire was much 

more wooded than it is today.  Tree clearances was largely a result of human intervention. Grazing and land management have kept areas of 

moorland free from regeneration.  There is a growing movement in the 21st century for the exploitation of upland areas as the location for 
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windfarms.  
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Figure 147. Heath Common, 2016 

Enclosed Land-Ancient     

 

The zone comprises all kinds of enclosed agricultural land with ancient origins. Types include piecemeal enclosure, former open fields, strip 

fields, valley floor meadows, agglomerated fields and a few horticultural HLC Types with a rural distribution such as nurseries. Other feature 

included are ancient monuments and small scale quarries or mines.  Farms and cottages have been included in the built environment zones.   

 

A whole range of agricultural land grades can be represented.  This is largely environmentally determined. The lower Magnesian limestone 

geological band to the east of the county holds land with the best agricultural potential.  This area has the best evidence of prehistoric fields 

and medieval strip and open fields associated with post-Conquest village settlement and arable farming. As the land rises towards the 

Pennines to the western and northern side of the county piecemeal enclosure and assarts becomes more common. Here are individual farms 

engaged in a mixed agrarian economy, though largely pastoral in the Pennine hills. Useful distinctions could be made through further sub-

analysis. 

 

Many farms in this zone have a confirmed medieval date through place name evidence.  Some estates may have had pre-Conquest origins. 

There seems to be no continuity from the Romano-British or Prehistoric periods.  

At the end of the medieval period the feudal village system collapsed and the former village open fields were enclosed. The medieval strip 

pattern can be seen fossilised by later boundaries.  Medieval open fields and Strip fields are more common as a previous type.   

 

Fields in this zone tend to be small and irregular.  Some fields like assarts and piecemeal enclosure can represent the ancient initial enclosure 

of waste or the clearance of woodland.  Dry stone walls form the boundaries in the west with hedges becoming more common to the east.  Both 

were systematically replaced by fences and hawthorn hedges from the 18th century.  Another trend was for fields to be enlarged and 

boundaries to be straightened from this time.  This has resulted in the agglomeration of many farm estates in areas of ancient enclosed land.   
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Figure 148. Healey Road, Healey, view of ancient enclosed land. 2016 
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Enclosed Land-Planned     

 

The zone comprises surveyed enclosure, drained wetland and plantations.  Enclosure in this zone typically dates from the 18th century or later, 

although rare examples exist from the 17th century.  Planned enclosure is typically rectangular and grid-like in appearance as a result of the 

division being made with a ruler on a map. Quarries and reservoirs can also be expected in this zone.   

 

The zone frequently occurs at the edges of established farmland taking in agricultural land with a lower agricultural potential such as moorland.  

Fields in upland areas are divided by dry stone walls and were utilised largely for pasture. The distribution of farms and field barns in this 

landscape is also regular.  Farms, where recorded, have been included in the built environment zones. 

 

Moorland edge intakes were made at a time when rural populations were higher and demand for agricultural land was greater.  The land was 

poor, the climate hard and the farms were impoverished.  From the late 18th century there was a population shift from the land into towns.  

Upland farms were abandoned at this time.  The moorland edges contain a relict landscape of abandoned fields and farms. 

   

Zones of planned enclosure in lowlands can occur in areas of former commons and open fields of medieval villages.  Where this is the case, 

earlier field patterns can be preserved.  Hedges are more common in these areas.  Wetland was enclosure from around the same time as 

moorland, a result of improved drainage techniques.  Ditches commonly form the boundaries in the lower drained wetland areas. Former 

wetlands, when drained and improved have a good potential for arable farming 
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Figure 149. Chevet Grange, Chevet Park, surveyed enclosure associated with grange farm. 2016 
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Historic Parkland and Prestigious 

Houses 

    

 

Like surveyed enclosure, historic parkland can represent large areas of planned landscape. The historic origins are sometimes much older than 

surveyed enclosure.  Deer parks are included in this zone dating back to the medieval period and possibly earlier.  Most historic parks have a 

post medieval date.  The zone also comprises private parkland, estate woodland, estate villages, some lakes and elite residences. The 

distribution is ubiquitous across the settled rural areas of West Yorkshire, though those to the east tend to be larger and more cohesive. 

 

Deer parks acted as hunting preserves.  Later historic parkland was generally associated with country estates and large houses.  They were a 

designed landscape providing an ornamental setting for an elite residence.  These are typically of 17th to early 19th century date.  Early 

examples were the country estates for the landed gentry. Later country estates were founded by wealthy industrialists seeking to establish 

themselves as a new elite.   

 

Historic parkland generally has a clearly defined boundary with a circuitous boundary wall. Within is permanent pasture and sometimes arable 

land.  Plantation, water courses, lakes, tree-lined avenues and decorative buildings such as follies provided designed visual landscape 

aesthetics.  Closer to the house are formal gardens, kitchen gardens and estate buildings such as stables, farms and barns.  Sometimes 

estates were situated at the edges of villages.  Some estates built village estates often in a unified architectural design. 

 

The fashion for large estates declined at the end of the 19th century.  Many were broken up and reverted to agricultural lands, some were 

donated to councils to later form public parks and others became golf courses.  Despite this several notable examples are preserved in West 

Yorkshire.  
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Figure 150. Lupset Hall, Wakefield, built in 1716. Park now a golf course. Hall lies empty. 2016 



402 
 

Settlement pre 1775     

 

This zone was created to group all the built historic landscape areas with pre-1775 origins into one layer to enable easy identification.   

 

1850 is a date of significance in development control archaeology as the first accurate OS 6” for West Yorkshire date from around this time.  

New development effecting a building from before that date is a flag to Historic Environment Officers alerting them to potential historical 

interest.  The pre-1850 date criteria in the HLC zones was further subdivided with a 1775 to 1850 split to distinguish the zones of early 

industrial period settlement (see 1775 to 1850 Industry and Industrial Settlement zone and Complex Mixed Period Urban Cores zone 

descriptions below).  1775 is also the date of the relatively accurate Thomas Jefferys 1” to the mile maps of West Yorkshire 

 

This zone represents the built historic landscape from before the industrial period of the late 18th and 19th century. The highest historic potential 

in this zone should be assumed.  West Yorkshire has amongst the highest number of listed historic buildings in the country. Many of these fall 

into this zone.  Many more are not so well recorded and protected.    

 

Included are all pre 1775 commercial broad types, nearly all pre 1775 industrial sites, all pre 1775 institutional types except pre-Christian 

monuments, crofts and most residential types from before 1775.  

 

The zone might include individual farms, vernacular cottages and smaller hall houses where they were of sufficient size to be recorded. 

Nucleated rural and urban settlements also fall within this zone (any undifferentiated and complex early settlement was included in the 

Vernacular Cottage HLC Type).  This would include residential, industrial and commercial elements.  Other landscape character types such as 

inns, corn mills, early textile mills, warehouses, schools and churches were also included.  In some instances a character area was well 

recorded or researched providing a reliable date. In other cases the inclusion was conjectural based on the character areas presence on 

historic mapping or through an understanding of historical architecture, placement and settlement form.   
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Figure 151. Shepherd’s Arms, Horbury, timber framed hall built in 1538. 2016 
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Complex Mixed Period Urban Cores     

 

This zone was created to provide a cover-all category for complex historic urban cores.  The time limitations of the HLC Project meant that 

complex urban areas were sometimes not recorded in full.  Dense urban cores visible on first edition mapping were generally assumed to be 

the oldest part of any settlement. This provided the delimitation for many urban core HLC polygons.  The Commercial Urban Core was used as 

the defining HLC Type for this kind of mixed historic urban development. Large elements such as cinemas were often given their own HLC 

records.  

 

This zone includes post 1775 commercial urban cores (as opposed to suburban cores) and several other small scale commercial HLC Types 

such as markets. Public squares, small car parks, some small scale 20th and 21st century commercial areas were also included. 

 

The assumption to be made with this zone is that Complex Mixed Period Urban Cores have good archaeological and historic potential.  The 

medieval origins of many of West Yorkshire’s urban cores has been confirmed through historic research or settlement analysis.  Most cores 

were firmly established by the Industrial Period.   

 

A whole range of archaeological features may be encountered. These include medieval street layouts and urban enclosure plots (crofts), 

standing medieval and early post medieval structures, concealed archaeological fabric and post medieval houses, workshops and warehouses. 

Many towns were expanded or redeveloped during the industrial period. Yard developments of Georgian cottages and works shops still survive 

in some towns.  Many town contain fine examples of 18th and 19th century shops, hotels, offices, institutes, etc. Some 20th century urban core 

redevelopment is of interest in its own right.  Smaller settlements may hold evidence of more rural origin such as farms and barns along the 

high street. Where redevelopment has not been wholesale, ancient buildings can sit alongside modern development.  The historic landscape 

may be historically complex above and below ground 
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The rural gazetteer and town core analysis presented in the latter sections of this report provides more detail relating to individual settlements. 

 

 
Figure 152. Westgate, Wakefield, 2015 
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1775 to 1850 Industry and Industrial 

Settlement 

    

 

This zone was defined to reflect two things, settlement from before 1850 as an aid to development control and to identify settlement of a 

specific date range from the early industrial period when industrialisation was beginning to transform the landscape between 1775 and 1850.  

Settlement from before 1775 has a separate zone. As a result different Broad Types were combined in this zone which reflect the time period 

as opposed to a particular function.  

 

The zone includes lower status Residential Broad Types such as early back-to-back terraced houses and most Industrial Broad Types and 

several lower status and small scale institutes such as schools.  1775 to 1850 warehouses, some commercial elements, early railway-sidings 

and canal wharfs were also included.  Suburban housing of this period are also treated as a separate zone.  

 

It is the buildings of this period which give West Yorkshire its strong regional identity.  The stone built weavers’ cottages with the long rows of 

mullioned multi-light windows which cluster on the Pennine valley sides are an iconic feature of the landscape. The textile industry was 

instrumental in the County’s regional development.  This zone represents the end of domestic production and the small beginnings of 

mechanisation when the mills and warehouses were local and more domestic in scale. Late weavers’ cottages and early factories are included.  

The zone also marks the beginnings of industrial towns with terraced houses and commercial suburban cores.  Industrial transportation was by 

canal and early railway. Wharfs and railway sidings are included in this zone.  

 

The condition of the character of this zone is generally good compared to other UK regions. A range of historic buildings in a strong regional 

vernacular tradition can be expected.  
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Figure 153. Cheapside, Wakefield, late 18th to early 19th century warehouses and dwellings developed in former medieval burgage plots. 2016 
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1775 to 1918 Suburban Development     

 

This zone has a broad time period between 1775 and 1918 but it covers settlement of a specific type.  Namely Georgian, Victorian and 

Edwardian suburbs.  The zone reflects settlement with a higher social status.  A further subdivision can be easily made in this zone to reflect 

different periods.  

 

In addition to suburban housing types such as villas, semi-detached houses and churches were also included under the assumption that they 

have more in common with historic middle-class settlement than workers’ housing. 

 

Unfortunately a distinction between terraced rows and higher status town houses was not made by the HLC Project so they were occasionally 

missed.  The association between villa development and parks could also not be clearly defined from the records.  Parks (private and public) of 

this period were treated as separate zones. A visual association can be made however.  

 

The 1775 to 1918 Suburban Development zone typically includes higher status houses set in large gardens or small private parks. These can 

occur individually within the rural or urban landscape or as estates in urban conurbations.  There was an historic tendency for conurbations to 

form rings at the edges of larger towns and village.  As the settlements expanded during the industrial period the suburbs were subsumed by 

industrial zones and lower status residential development.  The suburbs were pushed further afield. New suburbs were encourage by the 

development of the tram and railway further from the edge of town. These in turn were subsumed by 20th century estate development. 

 

Some villa estates survive fairly well as a contiguous group while others have been fragmented.  Villas can stand in isolation amongst later 

development, gardens may have been subject to infill development and villas houses may have been converted to new uses.  
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Figure 154. South Parade, Wakefield, high status early 19th century town houses. 2015 

1775 to 1918 Recreational or     
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Ornamental Spaces 

 

The zone represents designed public open spaces of the late Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian periods. Although they have a generally 

urban distribution, they do not specifically fit in with other built urban zone classifications and have thus been treated as a separate zone.   

 

The zone includes all pre 1918 public parks and sports grounds, including race courses.  Cemeteries within this period have also been 

included.  Earlier cemeteries fall within the Settlement pre 1775 zone.  Although cemeteries were treated as an Institutional HLC type, their 

open nature and designed landscape aspect have park-like qualities. Commons and greens created after 1775 were also included in this 

category as by this time the function of a common was generally changed from rural to recreational. 

 

The inclusions in this zone range from the pleasure gardens and visitor attractions of the late 18th and early 19th century to large prestigious 

Victorian and Edwardian parks with designed layouts, landscaping and ornamental features. Parks were popular in the 19th century for 

aesthetic reasons and for perceived health benefits. Sports grounds from this period vary in scale from local bowling greens to large cricket 

grounds, golf courses, race courses with purpose built stadiums, club houses and pavilions.  

 

Some ornamental and recreation spaces may have originated as private parkland or large villa gardens (see Historic Parkland and Prestigious 

Houses zone description above).  As such, vestigial features relating to the earlier use may be preserved such as former drive and garden 

layouts, walled gardens and estate buildings and even the houses (either standing or as archaeological remains).  
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Figure 155. Clarence Park, Wakefield, late 19th century public park. 2016 
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1775 to 1918 Civic Centres, Hospital 

Complexes, Prisons and Universities 

    

 

This zone is delimited by a 1775 to 1918 time range, the Institutional Broad Type and scale.  Although the time range is quite large, distinctions 

between different periods can be easily made with further analysis.   

 

1.8 hectares was considered a minimum area for inclusion of institute records into this zone.  As a general rule this works but there are a few 

exceptions. Large scale institutes which had been subdivided or institutional zones composed of different elements might not be included. 

Associations by proximity were not considered at this stage of writing.  Institutes with areas smaller than 1.8 hectares were included in the 

various urban zones.   

 

This zone includes civic and municipal buildings, hospitals, almshouses, workhouses, colleges and universities.  

 

It was during the 19th century that public institutes became significant landscape features as a result of national parliamentary acts 

implemented by newly formed local authorities. Prior to this they were generally small scale and local.  Hospitals and workhouse became larger 

in scale and civic buildings more prestigious.   Zones of government administrative buildings such as town halls and council chambers were 

built in towns throughout West Yorkshire. These were grander still in administrative centres such as Wakefield. Colleges had a similar 

distribution covering large areas and were often equally prestigious.  Large scale hospitals and work houses were constructed in large estates 

out of town locations.  Some went on to become modern hospitals, others were abandoned.   

 

The public buildings were prestigious and decorative often in high status Italianate or Baroque designs. As many are still in use, they are well 

preserved and iconic elements of the modern townscape.  Workhouses and hospitals did not survive so well, being abandoned or converted to 

modern use. 
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Figure 156. Wakefield Town Hall, 2015 

1850 to 1918 Workers' Housing and     
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Associated Settlement 

 

Industrialisation brought a massive expansion of the urban areas of West Yorkshire from the mid-19th century and sometimes earlier.  This zone 

was created to delimitate the settlement associated with industrialisation from this period.  The associations are working class as opposed to 

the suburbs which are the subject of the 1775 to 1918 Suburban development zone described above. 

 

Lower status houses such a terraces and back-to-backs are included in this zone.  Features associated with the wider community are also 

present. These comprise (all with an 1850 to 1918 date range) selected small scale institutes, commercial-suburban cores, a few later farms 

and cottages, small scale power supply features such as gas holders and tram depots. 

 

The large scale grid iron development of terraced houses with local corner shops, community churches and schools is the typical image of 

lower status urban development from this period.  This image is true.  They occur around many of the larger Victorian conurbations. This type 

of settlement can also occur on a smaller scale in villages and rural areas throughout West Yorkshire often in association with specific industrial 

or extraction sites. Industry and extraction sites are the subject of separate zones, see below. 

 

19th and early 20th century workers’ settlements survive quite well in West Yorkshire, partly as a result of providing affordable housing for 

immigrants from the late 1950s onwards.  In other regions such houses would have been lost through late 20th century redevelopment and the 

populations displaced to the new housing estates.  Many terraced housing developments in this county retained their community cohesion, 

reusing facilities such as institutes and shops with a new cultural direction.  Where they have suffered is through insensitive modernisation, 

such as plastic doors and windows and flat roofed building extensions.  
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Figure 157. Healey Road, Healey, late 19th to early 20th century terraced houses. 2016 
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1850 to 1945 Industrial Works, 

Selected Communications and 

Warehouses 

    

 

This zone represent the built industrial landscape of the latter half of the 19th century and early 20th century specifically relating to industry and 

the storage and distribution of goods.  The wider industrial settlement landscape and industry from before 1850 are the subjects of separate 

zones (above).  The zone includes (with an 1850 to 1945 date range) all industrial HLC types except small scale utilities and brick works, small 

reservoirs, warehousing, railway sidings, canal wharfs and distribution centres.  Offices with an industrial association could not be easily 

distinguished from others types of offices and have been included in the other urban zones.  

 

In HLC terms industrial works specifically mean textile mills, metal trades, engineering, paper and printing, food processing, chemical and 

several other smaller scale industries.  The textile and engineering industries made a great contribution to West Yorkshire’s Victorian and 

Edwardian economy. It was a dominating landscape presence that also encouraged the growth of industrial towns and the redevelopment of 

urban cores with commercial and civic buildings as a part of the wider industrial landscape.  Alongside industry were zones of warehouses and 

commercial chambers. Early industrial zones frequently formed a corridor along the valley bottoms influenced by the provision of water for 

powered and canal based transport.  The widespread mechanisation of industry from the early to mid-19th century freed industrial works valley 

bottoms.  This resulted in a shift in the location from the valleys to zones around towns. This shift was further encouraged by the introduction of 

the railways.  Works increased in scale from individual buildings to large scale multifunction combination work covering several hectares.  

Towns developed zones of industrial specialisations.  

 

There is good preservation of the county’s 19th and early 20th century industrial zones.   Although abandonment and demolition of works from 

this period has occurred, many more have been converted to modern use.  Areas of traditional industry have frequently become the location of 

later large scale industrial and commercial development.   
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Figure 158. Rutland Mill, Wakefield, built 1872-75. 2015 
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1775 to 1945 Extractive     

 

This zone includes all large scale extractive HLC types.  One hectare or above is taken as large scale. In HLC terms “Extraction” specifically 

means quarries, deep shaft mines, open cast mines, clay pits, land fill sites and spoil heaps.   This zone also includes brick and tile works 

because of their associations with coal extraction sites.  The many smaller scale quarries, gravel pits and coal pits which dotted West 

Yorkshire’s historic rural landscape were considered too small to be represented by HLC records.  These and all extraction HLC records with 

an area of below 1 hectare were included in the Enclosed Land-Ancient zones (above).  

 

It was from the late 18th century that extraction became more organised and larger in scale.  This zone describes larger scale collieries and 

quarries of the industrial period.   

The distribution is largely geologically determined. The Millstone Grit Group area of rocks to the west and north of the county which form the 

hills of the Pennines provide sandstone and flags. Here the quarries can be landscape dominating features carving away entire hill tops.  The 

survival of quarries and associated features is good.  The Pennine Coal Measures occupy the central part of the area and extend into the 

eastern low lands.  

There are hundreds of small coal pits and small ironstone extraction sites, in this area, some with medieval origins.  Some collieries in West 

Yorkshire became very large scale during the Industrial period. Landscapes were dominated by multiple pits, surface ancillary buildings, a 

network of mineral railways and a no-mans-land of spoil tips.  Clay was often extracted in conjunction with coal so there is sometimes an 

association with collieries and brick/tile works.  The valley bottoms were also the location for extensive aggregate extraction sites.  

Large scale collieries now occur more frequently as a previous type.  Some have regenerated as scrub or farmland, some were redeveloped, 

and others have been landscaped as parks or nature reserves. The Magnesian Limestone Belt to the east of the county also provide quarries. 

Quarries in this area tend to be smaller in scale and local.  
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Figure 159. Caphouse Pit National Coal Mining Museum, 2016 
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1918 to 1990 Residential and Selected 

Urban Development 

    

 

The date range of the 1918 to 1990 Residential and Selected Urban Development zone is very broad and encompasses varied housing types.   

A new style of housing was introduced nationally from the Interwar period and that was the housing estate.  Although the earlier forms 

detached houses, semi-detached houses and terrace continued to be built during this time, the nature of housing had altered.   

 

This zone is deigned to encompass all housing types from that period but with a view to subdividing the zone at a later stage to answer specific 

questions such as phasing or status. Housing estates and flats can easily be distinguished from detached and semi-detached houses.  There is 

an HLC Attribute which separates private from social housing, this feature was unavailable at the time of writing.  

 

Housing development of all kinds, from housing estates to small cul-de-sacs and occasionally individual houses are represented in this zone. It 

also includes other types of urban development, all with a post 1918 date; such as allotments, commercial suburban cores, selected small 

scale institutes (schools, nursing homes, etc.), small scale utility features and small bus depots.   

 

Urban development in the 20th century typically occurred on a large scale in the urban conurbations often on farm land.  The housing estate 

was the archetypal form.  The mass adoption of the motor car radically influenced the positioning and design of new housing enabling out of 

town estates.  Some housing occurred as ribbon development along arterial routes or specially constructed parks-ways.  The 1920s and 30s 

had cul-de-sacs of semi-detached houses designed to replicate idyllic English villages for returning First World War veterans and their families.  

Later inter-war and post-war housing estates were larger in scale influenced by American ideals of the “neighbourhood unit”.  These were 

estates self-contained within encircling roads which contained shops, recreational facilities and institutes. These were designed to fulfil the 

needs of relocated post-industrial period communities.  Status too was formalised: Detached, semi-detached houses and bungalows for the 

middle classes. Terraced rows, high and low-rise flats and retirement bungalows for the lower classes.   
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Councils became committed to building new housing or to provide partial contributions for private development. The Interwar and early post-

war represent boom times in housing development.  A second boom occurred in the late 1960s and 1970s.  The high-rise flat is a symbol of this 

latter period. After this time, housing continued to be constructed but on a smaller more piecemeal scale with much more redevelopment of 

previously developed sites.  It often replaced earlier housing or industry.  Despite some redevelopment of 20th century housing in recent times 

the zone’s historic character remains strong.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 160. Healey Road, Ossett, post-war private 

housing development. 2016 

Post 1918  Recreational or 

Ornamental Spaces 
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Although parks and recreational spaces are an integral and largely planned aspect of the historic landscape, they do not fit easily into other 

built historic landscape zones and have thus been categorised separately.  

 

The zone includes public parks, playing fields, sports grounds, race courses, tourist attractions and golf courses.  The area also includes 

cemeteries which have been included in the HLC Broad type category.  Because of their open and designed nature they have more in common 

with parks.  Commons and greens were considered as part of this zone. The historic use of commons related to rural economies. Today they 

have a more informal recreation use.  Leisure centres were included in zones relating to the built environment.   Many 20th century housing 

estates were designed with recreational spaces, from playgrounds to large open areas of playing fields.  These have a suburban distribution. 

Sometimes the playing fields associated with schools were included in this category.  Larger playing fields with sports halls and multiple pitches 

can also be found constructed on lower value land at the edges of towns. Public parks continued to be founded into the 20th century but these 

tended to be less ornamental than their Victorian counterparts.  Some modern public parks, particularly to the east of the county are large in 

scale and are situated on reclaimed extraction sites.   

 

Of special interest are the county’s golf courses, though not specifically in their own right.  Often rural farming or country house estates were 

purchased wholesale to create a golf course. Where this is the case there is a good chance for the preservation of houses, estate buildings and 

field boundaries.  The same can also be said for one or two of the county’s public parks.  

 

The remaining inclusion in this zone are sports grounds and race courses.  Some are small scale, such as bowling greens, others represent 

large sites covering several hectares.  They were often built with a specific sport in mind such as rugby, football and horse racing. Sports 

grounds may contain architecture of historic interest and be of great community importance.  



423 
 

 
Figure 161. The Hepworth Gallery, Wakefield. 2016 
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Post 1918 Civic Centres, Hospital 

Complexes, Prisons and 

Collages/Universities 

    

 

This zone was delimited on the basis of time and scale.  Although the time range is quite large, distinctions between different periods can be 

easily made with further analysis.  It represents areas of large scale government institutes of 20th and 21st century date.  

 

1.8 hectares was considered a minimum area for inclusion of institute records into this zone.  As a general rule this works but there are a few 

exceptions. Large scale institutes which had been subdivided or institutional zones composed of different elements might not be included. 

Associations by proximity were not considered at this stage of writing.  Institutes with areas smaller than 1.8 hectares are included in the 

various urban zones.  

 

The zone includes civic and municipal buildings, hospitals, large scale nursing homes, prisons, universities and colleges.   

 

Large scale civic centres are a significant component of most of West Yorkshire’s urban cores often redeveloping earlier urban sites. Such 

developments comprise town halls, government offices, and public service buildings such as job centres and housing offices. This category 

also includes council depots.  

 

University and colleges can also occupy urban areas, though some also have a suburban distribution.  They can be large in scale covering 

more than one site. Some campus sites may contain buildings from earlier periods.  

 

Hospitals too can be large in scale and often retain evidence of Victorian foundations. Most occur with urban conurbations 

 

West Yorkshire only has four prisons in the current landscape. Leeds prison retains much of its Victorian character.  Wakefield Prison is largely 
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Victorian with significant 20th century modernisation. New Hall Prison and Wealstun Prison are 20th century and have a rural distribution.   

 

Early 20th century large scale institutes tended to be modernist in design with some applied decoration. Later 20th century large scale institutes 

had a designed functionality and were more utilitarian in appearance than their Victorian and Edwardian counterparts.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 162. Wakefield College. 2015 

Post 1945 Commercial and Industrial     
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Zones 

 

This zone is a cover-all category encompassing all types of later 20th century large scale commercial and industrial development.  

 

The zone, all with dates after 1945, includes most industrial types, business parks, large scale offices, distribution centres, warehouses, large 

utility sites (such as power stations), retail parks, large scale entertainment sites, shopping centres, bus depots, railway sidings and airports.  

Shopping centres have also been included in this zone when they are above 1.8 hectares in scale. 

 

The zone represents large scale development which occurs predominantly at the edges of towns often in sites areas covering several hectares. 

Some urban core redevelopment is also included.  Typically, it is characterised as the industrial estate or business park in deliberated created 

development zones.  The positioning is determined by land value and access to trunk roads. Formal arrangements of large scale commercial 

and industrial sheds with areas of hard standing for car parks or loading can be expected. The group includes workshops, commercial 

warehouses, storage and distribution yards, offices, retail warehouses and sometimes cinemas and gymnasiums.  

 

Some estates were planned while others occurred organically through the redevelopment of earlier sites.  The association with former indusial 

sites is usually clear.  Development on such sites is more piecemeal with a mixture of reused historic industrial works alongside 20th century 

and recent sheds of various scales.   These too form zones around urban cores or occur as ribbons of industrial development along valley 

bottoms.   

 

Such zones are of historical interest because they may preserve sites of historic interest. Early 20th century industry is becoming of historic 

interest in its own right.  Modern sheds tend to be low cost and prefabricated and are more notable for the damage they cause to historic 

environments rather than their contribution.   
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Figure 163. Thornes Wharf, Wakefield, post-war industrial shed. 2015 

Post 1990 Residential and Selected     
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Urban Development 

 

Although post 1990 urban development is on a smaller scale than earlier 20th century development it still represents a significant contribution to 

West Yorkshire’s historic landscape.  

 

As well as the various housing types, the zone includes allotments, selected small scale institutes such as churches and schools and small bus 

depots as part of the wider urban environment. 

 

There was a change in the approach to housing development from the late 20th century.  Councils were prevented from subsidising housing 

from local taxes during the 1980s. Government agencies are still involved in building through non-profit making Housing Associations however.  

The government also encourages new development through allowing financial and regulatory concessions to private developers.   

 

Although some sites can be large scale developments in the urban conurbations, there is a tendency for new development of this period to be 

small scale and piecemeal with individual houses or apartments and small cul-de-sacs. New Housing Association properties tend to fall within 

this latter category.  Estates of higher status detached and semi-detached houses are also being built.  The city apartment development is a 

recent contribution to the urban landscape allowing some of the previously commercial town and city centres to be repopulated. 

 

New developments rather extend or redevelop existing sites so the distribution is largely urban or suburban.  Frequently earlier sites, such as 

brownfield industrial land is reused. Some occur as infill development and occasional earlier buildings such as mills and chapels are converted 

to dwellings.  As such, earlier historic character is preserved. 
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Figure 164. Park Avenue, Wakefield, post 1990 cul-de-sac development. 2016 
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Post 1945 Extractive     

 

This zone includes all large scale extractive HLC types from the post-war period to present.  One hectare or above is taken as large scale. In 

HLC terms “Extraction” specifically means quarries, deep shaft mines, open cast mines, clay pits, land fill sites and spoil heaps.   This zone 

also includes brick and tile works because of their associations with coal extraction sites.  The many smaller scale quarries, gravel pits and coal 

pits which dot West Yorkshire’s rural landscape were considered too small to be represented by HLC records.  These were included in the 

Enclosed Land-Ancient zones (above).  

 

There is a clear concentration of large scale post-war extraction sites with a low land or riverine distribution in the Pennine Coal Measure areas 

to the centre and eastern half of the county.  The open cast mines in the Allerton Bywater, Castleford, Crigglestone and Normanton area 

represent huge open sites. Large open area extraction sites also occur further west along the Wharfe Valley as far as Otley and along the 

Calder Valley around Brighouse.  Pits and spoil heaps both feature in these areas.  Coal and gravels were also extracted in the valley bottoms.  

 

The coal mining industry is largely defunct in West Yorkshire.  Many of these large scale post-war coal and gravel extraction sites occur only as 

previous types, now existing as regenerated woodland, redeveloped or re-landscaped and flooded as country park.  Without Partial or 

Significant Legibility Attribute representation in the HLC record, they will not be systematically included in this zone.   

 

The county also contains several large scale quarries in the Pennine hills to the west and in several lower elevation areas.  Modern sandstone 

quarrying tends to be on an industrial scale.  While some are still active, many are disused but remain undeveloped, this still represent a 

dominant extraction landscape feature.  
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Figure 165. Wellbeck Lane locality former open cast workings. 2016 
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Undifferentiated Communications 

except depots, railway sidings and 

canal features 

    

 

Communications were not recorded in full by the HLC project, features such as ordinary stretches of railway or canal were generally ignored.  

As such the HLC record is incomplete. This zone was created to provide a locational and textural context for other zones to be used in 

conjunction with the roads and railways extracted from the 2013 OS Master Map layer in producing zone thematic mapping.  There is scope for 

HLC enhancement in this regard. 

 

The zone includes canal ladder lock systems, railways, 

trunk roads and motorways, viaducts/aqueducts and 

transport interchanges.  Road, rail and water transport 

are also included.  

 

Not all Communications HLC Type were include in this 

zone.  Railway sidings were combined with the industrial 

zones and car parks with commercial or urban zones 

depending on size. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 166. Horbury Marshalling Yard. 2016 
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Derelict Land     

 

The derelict land zone was created because the Derelict Land HLC type could not be easily fitted into any other zone.  The origins and 

distribution are multiple.  It has both a rural and urban distribution.   Semi-natural wood land with a post 1980 date was also included, indicating 

regenerated scrub. 

 

By its nature the zone implies previous development. These could be former dwellings or industrial sites such as villa houses or mills.  By their 

nature, below ground remains of archaeological interest may lie undisturbed in such areas.   As such some derelict land is of special interest 

with a good potential for the survival of standing or sub-surface archaeological remains.  Within historic urban cores this is particularly important 

as derelict areas provide keyhole access to previously concealed remains.  A large amount of derelict land sites mark the position of former 

extraction sites where the previous legibility was recorded as fragmentary or invisible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 167. Former villa, location not specified. 2015 
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Figure 168. Key to the Zones presented in illustrations in the Settlement Gazetteer 
descriptions and Complex Core analysis sections below 
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