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Summary 
In August 2010, Cambrian Archaeological Projects undertook and Archaeological desk-
based Assessment and walkover survey of the site of a proposed lake development at 
Coppice Farm, Cruckton. The site is located close to the remains of Cruckton Roman 
Villa and to the south of the line of the Wroxeter to Forden Gaer Roman Road. It was 
therefore considered to have archaeological potential. The desk-based assessment 
revealed that the site has been used for pasture for at least the last 160 years, but that no 
archaeological features are known within any of the fields planned for development. The 
walkover survey did not identify any obvious remains, however it did demonstrate the 
likelihood that the fields formed part of the land exploited by the inhabitants of the Villa.  
 

1. Introduction 
In August 2010, Cambrian Archaeological Projects was commissioned by Charis 
Denham of Roger Parry and Partners, Shrewsbury, Shropshire on behalf of Neil 
Robinson of Coppice Farm to undertake an Archaeological desk-based assessment on 
the site of proposed development site at Coppice Farm, Cruckton (Grid Ref: SJ 433 102) 
(Figure 1). The proposed development comprises the construction of an angling pool 
covering approximately three acres to the north of the farm buildings, with an access 
track and car park (fig. 2). 

The site is located 250m to the east of the site of a known Roman Villa and 300m to the 
south of the line of the Wroxeter to Forden Gaer Roman Road. Therefore, on the advice 
of Mike Watson, Heritage Environment Officer, Shropshire Council requested that an 
assessment of the archaeological potential of the site be carried out. This was to be 
achieved through an examination of all documentary and cartographic sources pertaining 
to the site, and through a walkover assessment of the proposed development area. 

The archaeological works are being carried out pre-planning. 

2. Site Description 
The proposed development site lies immediately to the north of Coppice Farm in an area 
of gently sloping, southwest-facing pasture at around 100m AOD. It lies on the first 
alluvial terrace to the north of the Rea Brook. The underlying geology is Triassic 
Sandstone (British Geological Survey 2001).  

3. Desk-based Assessment 
3.1 Documentary Sources 
3.1.1 The Shropshire Council HER 

Four features of Historic and Archaeological significance are listed in the HER, 
located within 500m of the proposed development site. These are: 

1. Cruckton Roman Villa (NGR: SJ 4317 1019; Scheduled Ancient Monument). 
The construction of the group of Council Houses known as Church Close in 
1949 led to the discovery of this site that was excavated in 1950 by E. Sladdin. 
This demonstrated the existence of walls, floors and a hypocaust of Roman 
date. The extent and exact location of these remains is not known as the 
excavation has never been published. In December 1991 the Archaeology Unit 
of Shropshire County Council carried out a watching brief during the 
excavation of trenches for a gas main to serve the housing estate at Church 
Close. No archaeological features or deposits were observed. This suggested 
that the construction of the housing estate had removed all sub surface 
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deposits down to natural boulder clay. This in turn means that significant 
archaeological deposits are only likely to have survived within the area of 
open ground in the centre of Church Close 

2. Roman Road from Wroxeter to Forden Gaer (Scheduled Ancient Monument) 
Shows as a cropmark from NGR SJ 4545 1032 to SJ 4572 1022. The route 
from Wroxeter to Cruxton suggested in Margary's "Roman Roads in Britain" 
passes north of Berrington via Betton Strange, Sutton, and Meole Brace. From 
Cruxton it climbs via Vennington and Vron Gate onto the Long Mountain, 
swinging south-west on Heldre Hill. Traces of agger are noted at Cruckton. 

3. Church of St Thomas (NGR: 4326 1013; Grade II Listed). Parochial chapel, 
now redundant, built in 1840 by Edward Haycock. Constructed using coursed 
local limestone rubble with machine tile roof in plain lancet style - nave, 
chancel, south vestry, west porch and bellcote. Nave is buttressed in 4 bays 
with lean-to vestry in east bay of south side, windows all broad lancets, gabled 
west porch with gabled bellcote (housing single bell) above. Short chancel of 
one bay with broad lancet in east wall. Interior retains its original open 
benches and west gallery supported on plain cast-iron columns, most of the 
other fittings are late-nineteenth/early-twentieth century in date. Plain reading 
desk, stone pulpit with marble shafts and slender octagonal font all of c. 1880. 
The base of the communion table is mid-seventeenth century. Early 
seventeenth century oak panelling in north and south walls added when 
chancel was re-modelled internally c. 1929. Erected on a site given by Thomas 
Harries of Cruckton in 1838 and built at a cost of £949 (raised by public 
subscription), the chapel formerly served the second portion of Pontesbury 
parish. 

4. Cruckton Hall Parkland. Cruckton Hall, which stands on the site of an older 
house, was 'almost new built' by Edward Harries in the 1770s. It is a 
substantial brick house, added to several times subsequent to the 1770s. By the 
1880s there were extensive wooded grounds around the Hall and its 
outbuildings, the latter including a dovecote, probably of the late 18th century.  

 
3.1.2 Victoria County History 

The Victoria County History publication, ‘A History of Shropshire Volume 8: 
Condover Hundred and Ford Hundred’ (Gaydon 1968) describes the settlement of 
Cruckton as a small shrunken hamlet within the Parish of Pontesbury and the Manor 
of Ford. In 1308, there were 17 tenants living in the hamlet. This number had fallen to 
five by 1601, although there were still nine houses occupied at that time. By the late 
mid-1700s the hamlet is thought to have reduced in size to the five houses that were 
still standing in the mid-1960s: Cruckton Hall, Home Farm, two cottages and the 
Mill. The Chapel was constructed in 1839-40, while the Mill is known to date from 
the mid-fourteenth century. Modern, twentieth century, development has enlarged the 
settlement beyond its original size.  
 
The records show that the hamlet supported a carpenter and a blacksmith in 1842, but 
that both had gone out of business by the end of the nineteenth century. The 
inhabitants of the hamlet were the first in the Parish to irrigate their fields using water 
from the Rea Brook. The inspiration for this came in 1698 when the Harries family, 
owners of Cruckton Hall, started to manage water meadows in along the Rea. By the 
late eighteenth century, the practice of field irrigation was common throughout the 
Parish. 
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The Harries family played a fundamental role in the creation of the landscape around 
the hamlet, engaging in a programme of woodland/coppice plantation in the 
eighteenth century. Prior to this, the land sandwiched between the Rea Brook and the 
Westbury to Shrewsbury road had comprised fields. These had been common fields 
until an agreement of inclosure removed them from common use in 1579. 
 
The road system within Cruckton still adheres to the medieval layout, with the 
Westbury to Shrewsbury road following the line of the Roman Road before turning 
northwards and becoming Horton Lane. The remaining section of Roman Road 
survives as a green lane, known since the eighteenth century as Thieves Lane. Gaydon 
notes that Church sits at what was the junction of the Cruckton to Cruckmeole and the 
Cruckton to Hanwood roads. From this description, the remains of a lane running 
along the southern edge of fields 2 and 3 are likely to be this medieval road to 
Hanwood.  
 
The map of Pontesbury Parish included in the volume shows that the north-eastern 
boundary of field 2 within the proposed development area formed the original Parish 
boundary. This ecclesiastical boundary dates from the medieval period, but could 
follow a the line of a more ancient boundary. 
 

3.2 Cartographic Sources 
The earliest depiction of the site is on the Tithe Map of 1840. Here, all three fields 
that make up the proposed development are under pasture. The field boundaries in 
existence then are the same as the modern ones, and there is no depiction of any 
structures or features within the fields. A roughly triangular stand of woodland (field 
3b) is located in the southern corner of field three. The Tithe apportionment lists the 
field names as: field 1 – Andrew’s Yard; field 2 – Oat Leasow; field 3 Sunny Bank; 
field 3b – plantation. The site of the Roman Villa lies within a large field of pasture 
adjacent to field 3 called Jenkin’s Meadow. The Tithe Map is not reproduced here as 
it was not possible to get a digital copy of a suitable standard for reproduction. 
 
Little had changed by the time the 1st Edition OS map was produced in 1882 (fig. 3). 
At the northern end of field 2 and field 3 a pump for troughs had been installed, and 
the field containing the Roman Villa had been divided in to two.  
 
By 1902, the OS 2nd Edition map depicts the division in the field containing the 
Roman Villa as having been removed (fig. 4). No change is evident in the three fields 
proposed for development. 
 
The OS map of 1954 shows no change to the three fields proposed for development, 
but does depict the site of the Roman Villa (fig. 5).  
 
No changes to the fields are evident on modern OS maps. 
 

3.3  Aerial Photographs 
A total of 16 vertical aerial photographs held by English Heritage at the NMR in 
Swindon were examined for evidence of buried archaeology. None of the photographs 
revealed any crop marks, parch marks or soil marks to suggest that structural features 
survive within the proposed development area.  



 

 4 

 
4. Archaeological Walkover Survey 

A site visit was undertaken by Mark Houliston on Wednesday 18th August 2010. 
Weather conditions were dry and sunny, and the ground was dry, but not excessively 
hard or parched. All three fields associated with the proposed development were 
examined, with traverses made around the sides and across the centre of each. In 
general the ground level in the area of the development rose from south to north and 
from east to west, although the rise was generally less in the fields located to the north 
and east of the development area. 

The field identified in the planning proposal for the creation of the lake (field 2) was 
under pasture, as was the adjacent, western, field (field 3) identified for soil disposal, 
and all the surrounding fields on the western and northern sides. The boundary 
between the eastern field 2 and the western field 3 consisted of a shallow ditch, with a 
mixed-species hedgerow located against it on its western side. In the centre and at the 
northern end of this boundary the hedge was interrupted by several mature trees, 
while adjacent to it in the west, at the northern and southern ends of the previously 
wooded part of field 3 (3b), small trees and bushes created patches of woodland that 
encroached a short way into that field – clearly the remains of the woodland shown on 
the OS maps (figs. 3 to 5).  The same combination of ditch, hedge and mature trees 
was evident on the two remaining boundaries of the eastern field 2 and around the 
edges of the larger of the western Field 3. The boundary between field 3 and the 
former area of woodland (3b) was less substantial and included one stretch where no 
hedge survived at all, and a shallow ditch that also disappeared in places.   

During the site visit topsoil was observed in a number of places, generally in exposed 
areas against the sides of the ditches and in holes created by animals and roots. The 
subsoil was exposed in one place, where an animal burrow had cut into the side of the 
ditch that separated the eastern and western fields; it appeared to consist of light 
brown, silty clay. No finds of historic or prehistoric significance were recovered. 

Photographs were taken from a number of vantage points, a selection of which has 
been included in this report. Fig. 6 was taken from southern side of the eastern Field 
2, adjacent to the end of the track that leads to Coppice farm, and shows the western 
boundary of that field, with part of the northern boundary in the distance. Fig. 7 was 
taken from the north-eastern side of the same field, looking in a southerly direction. 
Fig. 8 was taken from the same location, but looks northward; in the distance, the 
boundary between the meadow and the ploughed field runs along the line of a known 
Roman road. Fig. 9 comprises a composite image of photographs taken from the 
eastern corner of the eastern Field 2.  

5. Discussion 
The desk-based assessment looked at an area 500m in all directions from the proposed 
development site (central point). The HER records four sites of historic and 
archaeological interest, two of which are Roman and two of which are post-medieval. 
The most significant known site is that of Cruckton Roman Villa, which was 
identified during the 1950s when the Church Close housing development was built. 
Unfortunately, very little is known about the Villa, as the results of the excavation 
have never been published. However, it is clear that the remains were fairly 
substantial and comprised walls, floor and a hypocaust system. Pottery was also 
recorded as having been found. A number of archaeological watching briefs have 
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been undertaken within Church Close, but these have failed to find any archaeological 
remains (Frost 2007a and 2007b; Watson 1992). The only evidence of a Roman 
presence revealed during these works was a tile fragment and a lump of VCP 
recovered from the topsoil within the garden of 3 Church Close (Frost 2007b). The 
site of the Villa lies 300m south of the Roman Road leading from Wroxeter to Forden 
Gaer. Both the Villa and the road are scheduled ancient monuments. In the post-
medieval period, the proposed development site was encompassed into the parkland 
associated with Cruckton Hall. It is unclear from the HER entry whether this 
constituted a parkland in the picturesque style, as seen in many of the stately homes in 
Shropshire. However, the depiction of established field boundaries on the tithe map 
and the presence of large, ancient oaks within the boundary hedgerows would indicate 
that this part of the landscape was actually used for agricultural activities associated 
with the Hall.  
 
The modern St Thomas’ Church was built in 1840, at the junction between the 
Cruckton to Cruckmeole and former Cruckton to Hanwood roads. This road had 
fallen out of use by the early 1800s, and is listed as under pasture in the Tithe 
Apportionment. The line of this road is potentially interesting, given that it runs 
parallel with the known line of the Roman Road, and runs eastwards from the location 
of the Roman Villa. The road definitely dates to the medieval period, but as with the 
Westbury to Shrewsbury road, could have much earlier origins. This road forms the 
boundary between field one and fields two and three.  
 
Although no significant discoveries were made during the site visit, it provided a 
useful opportunity to assess whether any evidence for Roman activity could be 
identified on the ground. In general, the position of the site on relatively flat ground, 
approximately 250m to the east of the Roman Villa and 300m south of the line of the 
Roman road confirmed it was likely to have fallen within the area exploited by the 
Villa estate. The western and eastern boundaries of field 3 are parallel to segments of 
field boundaries found elsewhere in the area, suggesting they represent the fossilised 
remains of parts of an earlier field system. In addition, the north-eastern boundary of 
field 2 forms part of the medieval Parish boundary, which could have its much more 
ancient origins.  
 

6. Conclusion 
No definitive evidence was revealed during the desk-based assessment and field 
walkover survey to indicate that archaeological remains survive on the site. However, 
the fields proposed for development are located 250m from a known Roman Villa and 
300m from the line of the Wroxeter to Forden Gaer Roman Road, and are likely to 
have lain within the area of land exploited by the inhabitants of the Villa. In addition, 
the line of a road dating from at least the medieval period runs through the proposed 
development site, along the southern boundary of fields two and three.  
 
The fields have remained in use for pasture since the early 1800s and have therefore 
not been regularly deep-ploughed. As a consequence any features of Roman date that 
may be present on the site are likely to be relative well-preserved.  
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Fig. 3
OS 1st Edition
Map of 1882 
showing three
fields proposed
for development



Fig. 4
OS 2nd Edition
Map of 1902 
showing three
fields proposed
for development



Fig. 5
OS Map of 1954 
showing three
fields proposed
for development



Fig. 6
Field 2
Looking North-west



Fig. 7
Field 2
Looking South-east



Fig. 8
View from field 2
Looking North 
towards the
Roman Road



Fig. 9
Field 2



Cambrian Archaeological Projects Ltd 
          Old Chapel Farm, Llanidloes 
                     Powys SY18 6JR 
            Telephone: 01686 413857 
         E-mail: info@cambarch.co.uk 

I A 

R 
E G

 I S T E R E D
 

O
 R G A N I S A T I O

 N
 


	Front cover - new
	Inside cover - new
	Contents
	Report
	Fig 1 - new
	Fig 2 - new
	Fig. 3
	Fig. 4
	Fig. 5
	Fig. 6
	Fig. 7
	Fig. 8
	Fig. 9
	NEW BACK COVER TEMPLATE - USE!

