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 Summary 

 
This report results from a Watching Brief on land at Billingsley Park Farm, 

Billingsley, Shropshire SO 70954 84222. It was undertaken for Martin 

Adams following the recommendations defined after a Desk-Based 

Assessment. The archaeological work was undertaken in advance of the 

proposed construction of ten holiday chalets with associated access, 

infrastructure and landscaping on the site (08/715 & 11/05174/REM).  

 

The Watching Brief monitoring was undertaken during the 15th to the 18th 

of January 2015. While no archaeological deposits were encountered in the 

area of the access track and on footings 2 and 3, footing 1 revealed a 

series of contexts tentatively interpreted as resulting either from industrial 

plant activities in the immediate area or from a major episode relating to 

fire and demolition. Furthermore, a break of slope and platform identified 

during the groundworks were defined as corresponding to the imprint of 

an entrance adit to a drift mine.  
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1. Introduction 

 

1.1. Location and Scope of Work 

 

1.1.1. During the week of the 15th-18th June 2015, Archaeology Wales (henceforth- AW) 

undertook a Watching Brief on land to the west of Billingsley Park Farm, Bridgnorth, 

Shropshire (NGR SO 70954 84222) (Figure 1 and 2). The site covers an area of c. 

395m long by 195m wide at its widest point, and it is located c. 110m AOD.  

 

1.1.2. The archaeological work follows a Written Scheme of Investigations prepared by 

Mark Houliston (MCIfA), Managing Director, on behalf of Archaeology Wales Ltd 

(Henceforth - AW) at the request of Martin Adams (see Appendix 2). It provides 

information on the methodology that will be employed by AW during a Watching 

Brief at the site. The latter was specified following the recommendations provided by 

a Desk Based Assessment carried out by AW in January 2014 (see Appendix 1). The 

archaeological work took place before the proposed construction of ten holiday 

chalets with associated access, infrastructure and landscaping on the site (Planning 

Application 08/715 & 11/05174/REM).   

 

1.1.3. The methodology set out in this WSI has been agreed with Charlotte Orchard, 

Archaeological Advisor with the Historic Environment Team at Shropshire Council 

(HET-SC). HET-SC has recommended that a watching brief is undertaken during all 

groundworks due to be carried out on the site.  

 

1.2. Geology and Topography 

 

1.2.1. The assessment area is located to the west of Billingsley, Shropshire, between the 

route of the B4363 and an area of woodland. The site is characterised as two 

undulating fields currently used as pasture. The site covers an area of c. 395m long 

by 195m wide at its widest point, and it is located c. 110m AOD. 

 

1.2.2. The site and its immediate surroundings are located at the western edge of the Wyre 

Forest Coalfield. The area includes the sites of various late 18th to early 20th century 

industrial coal workings with a large area of older iron workings located within 

woodland immediately to the west.   

 

1.2.3. The underlying solid geology of the assessment area is comprised of mudstone, 

siltstone, sandstone, coal, ironstone and ferricrete deposits. These are part of the 

Warwickshire group formations laid down between the Duckmantian and early 

Permian eras.  The solid geology is overlain by freely draining, slightly acid loamy 

soils (Geological Survey Map, 2001). 
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1.3. Results of the Desk-Based Assessment  

 

1.3.1. The Desk Based Assessment defined the importance that the area had in the 

extraction industry during post-medieval times. While no Historic Environment 

Records referring to these activities were identified within the proposed development 

site, 35 records were documented within its immediacies. Furthermore, medieval 

activity was also present in the form of a church, a deer park and bloomeries. A 

ground contamination report pointed at the existence of made up ground from the 

mining activities within the site. However, it was noted that this imprint was only 

present 30m away from the location of the nearest proposed chalet (Spilman 2014). 

Similar conclusions were reached through the inspection of historic maps.  

 

1.3.2. While the high archaeological potential of the adjacent area to the proposed 

development site was defined through known archaeological features, the 

assessment pointed at the possibility that further archaeology may exist in the area 

which is neither recorded nor readily visible. As such, the Desk Based Assessment 

stressed that the assessment area has a high potential for post-medieval to modern 

remains associated to the mineral extraction activities.  

 

1.3.3. The Desk Based Assessment concluded that the assessment area would be 

unaffected by the development plans. However, it was suggested that a watching 

brief during the excavation of the building footprints, drainage provision and new 

access road was carried out to mitigate any impact on the archaeological resource.  

 

 

1.4. Archaeological Background 

1.4.1. No archaeological evidence for human activity in the immediate vicinity of the 

assessment area prior to the Saxon period can be located. The name Billingsley is of 

Saxon origin and has been suggested to mean ‘clearing of the sword’ (Foxall 1980).   

1.4.2. Billingsley is not directly named in the Domesday Book of 1086 as it was classed as a 

detached portion of the manor of Morville (Sawyer 1985), one of the main manors in 

late Saxon South Shropshire and located some 10km to the north-west.   

1.4.3. After the Norman conquest of 1066, the manor of Morville was handed to Roger de 

Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury. Billingsley was passed as an endowment to the 

newly founded Shrewsbury Abbey before, in 1147, being transferred again into the 

ownership of Seez Abbey in Normandy (Sawyer 1985).  

1.4.4. The earliest medieval feature within Billingsley itself is the small parish church of St. 

Mary. The church was constructed around 1140, in the reign of King Stephen. 

Although substantially rebuilt in 1875, medieval features of the church do still remain 

including a 12th century south doorway, a 14th century Easter Sepulchre and a 
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timber porch of c. 1500 (Salter 2001). The church and churchyard, containing two 

ancient Yew trees, are recorded as the only medieval features within the village of 

Billingsley on the Shropshire HER.  

1.4.5. An area of woodland immediately to the west of the assessment area, known as 

Desserts Wood and Chorley Covert, appears to have been an area of late medieval 

and post-medieval industrial workings including extraction, coppicing and charcoal 

burning platforms. The area is located just outside the edge of the Wyre Forest 

Coalfield and the primary extraction target here appears to have been Ironstone for 

iron working.   

1.4.6. In the 1790s the village and lands of Billingsley were inherited by Sir William 

Pulteney, MP for Shrewsbury. Pulteney was able to obtain the services of one of the 

foremost mining engineers in the country, George Johnson of Byker, in order to 

extract coal from the area. Unfortunately the colliery struggled. George Stokes, 

Johnsons successor, constructed two blast furnaces. They were blown by a steam 

engine, which cost more than £4000. Adjacent to the furnaces were coke hearths 

and calcining kilns. The mines were drained by a 38 inch pumping engine and 

minerals were wound up the shafts by two Trevithick steam engines and several 

horse gins (Trinder 1996) 

1.4.7. The mine workings were linked to the river Severn via a 4.4km Plateway, with cast 

iron rails and a mixture of cast iron and wooden sleepers, which descended into the 

valley of the Borle Brook. The ironworks was taken over after Johnsons death in 

1801 by a new partnership which went bankrupt in 1812. It was offered for sale but 

after no buyer was found by 1817 the buildings were demolished (Trinder 1996).  

1.4.8. The parish register for Billingsley shows that the opening of a colliery in 1796 more 

than doubled the population with many of the newcomers originating in the north of 

England. The closure of the colliery after Stokes’ bankruptcy in 1812 is similarly 

reflected in the parish register as the population soon returned to its pre-1796 levels 

(Lockie 2011, Trinder 1996).    

1.4.9. The colliery at Billingsley was revived in the 1870s after William Birchley, landlord of 

the Cape of Good Hope pub, discovered the Brooch seam beneath the sulphur rich 

seams on the land of the Duke of Cleveland in 1872. As a result of this, The 

Billingsley Colliery Company was formed in 1875 by a group of Worcestershire 

businessmen. By 1881 a steam engine was employed working on a 200 yard shaft. 

Much of the coal produced was doubtless used by Thomas Davies, a brickmaker 

employing eight, who lived at Brickhill House (Trinder 1996). The brickworks was 

opened in the late 1860s and worked up until 1914.   

1.4.10. In 1908 the colliery was acquired by the Powell Duffryn company from south Wales, 

but it was closed in 1921 with the loss of 200 jobs (Trinder 1996). The vast majority 

of the red brick industrial buildings still standing in the area date from the Powell 

Duffryn ownership period (Stratton & Trinder 2000).    



7 
 

 

2. Methodology and objectives  

2.1. General  

 

The aims of the watching brief, as defined by the CIfA (2015) are: 

• To allow a rapid investigation and recording of any archaeological features that are 

uncovered during the proposed groundworks within the application area. 

• To provide the opportunity, if needed, for the watching archaeologist to signal to all 

interested parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an 

archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated to the watching 

brief are not sufficient to support the treatment to a satisfactory or proper standard. 

 

2.2.  Watching Brief Methodology  

The archaeological watching brief was undertaken by AW staff using current best practice. 

All work was carried out by a suitable qualified archaeologist with relevant level membership 

of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) and followed the CIfA Standard and 

Guidance for an archaeological watching brief (2015). 

Detailed 

The Watching Brief was carried out by a suitably qualified archaeologists during the 

construction of all ground-works with a potential to cut into or expose the underlying sub-

soil. This included activities associated with the construction of: foundation trenches, service 

trenches, soak-aways, access road and landscaping). The mechanical excavation was 

undertaken by a machine using a toothless ditching bucket wherever possible. Any 

landscaping activities involving large-scale topsoil removal were undertaken by an excavator 

equipped with a large, flat-bladed bucket.  

When archaeological features, finds or deposits were uncovered, work stopped in the area of 

the exposed feature in order that the supervising archaeologist could clean and identify the 

extent and nature of the feature and for excavation and recording to take place.  

All archaeological deposits that were identified were mapped, cleaned, recorded and fully 
excavated. The developer provided a safe working area and sufficient time to record and 
excavate all features to the satisfaction of AW and HET-SC. Full excavation of identified 
features was not compromised by the construction programme.  

 

Recording 

Recording was carried out using AW recording systems (pro-forma context sheets etc), using a 

continuous number sequence for all contexts. 

Plans and sections were drawn to a scale of 1:50, 1:20 and 1:10 as required and related to 

Ordnance Survey datum and published boundaries where appropriate. 
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All features identified were tied in to the OS survey grid and fixed to local topographical 

boundaries and related to the developer’s site plan. The location of all features was also 

recorded using a Topcon GTS725 total station.  

Photographs were taken in digital format, using a 14MP camera with photographs stored in Tiff 

format. Should significant remains be identified that require excavation, photographs were also 

taken in black and white and colour slide (35mm film). 

The archaeologist undertaking the watching brief had access to the AW metal detector and be 

trained in its use.  

 

3. Results (Plate 1- 22, Figure 3 & 4) 

 

3.1. During the week of the 15th-18th June 2015 a Watching Brief was carried out on 

land to the west of Billingsley Park Farm which entailed monitoring the excavation of 

an access track and footings for a proposed chalet park. All excavation work was 

conducted using a 7t 360 tracked mechanical excavator using a 2m wide toothless 

ditching bucket (access track) and 0.50m wide toothed ditching bucket (Chalet 2 

footings). 

 

3.2. The initial work comprised of the topsoil stripping of the access track into the site 

from the gated entrance on the lane to the immediate east, heading in a westerly 

then curving to a southerly direction through Broad Leasow Field to its completion in 

Upper Great Piece field. Finished depth of this access track varied between 0.15-

0.20m, with width being approximately 3.5m. Removal of the topsoil revealed a mid-

yellowish brown silty ploughsoil beneath, which contained sporadic patches of 

rounded sandstone fragments of approximately 0.05m in diameter. No archaeology 

was revealed during this work. 

 

3.3. During this phase of work, the footings of one of the proposed chalets were also 

excavated. The footings of 'Chalet 2' comprised of three  north south aligned linear 

trenches  12.5m long by 0.80m wide, and spaced approximately 3m apart. The 

footings were positioned approximately a third of the way down the west facing 

slope of Broad Leasow Field, with the boundary of Desserts Wood at the bottom.  

The construction depth of 'Footing 1' was nominally 0.60m, and was the first to be 

excavated and the most westerly one. However, at the southern end of the footing a 

substantial natural clay was revealed at 0.50m where it was decided to halt at that 

depth as it was deemed sufficient for construction. Towards the centre of the trench 

depth increased to 0.80m during excavation, raising up to 0.60m at the northern 

end.  Footings 2 and 3 were each dug to approximately 0.50m and no archaeology 

was revealed in these. 

 

3.4. It was noted at the time that the location of 'Chalet 2' seemed to be positioned on a 

break of slope and platform on the hillside, which suggested the potential of 

archaeological activity here, likely to be mining related, in this exact location. 

Excavation of 'Footing 1' revealed a 0.20m deep topsoil (200) under which lay a mid-

yellowish brown silty ploughsoil (201). The depth of this ploughsoil varied between 
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0.30m at the northern end, 0.40m at the southern end, and up to 0.50m in the 

centre, though here the absolute depth was not reached as it was beyond the depth 

of excavation.  This ploughsoil contained fragments of charcoal and coal up to 0.01m 

in diameter, but no pottery apart from one tiny fragment of clay pipe stem. Small 

lenses of a reddish brown clay were also evident in the section, which may have 

originated from industrial activity. Towards the base of the trench in (201) were 

recovered small fragments of 18th/19th C brick fragments. 

 

3.5. Below (201) were revealed a number of deposits from the centre of 'Footing 1' 

northwards, whereas only one deposit (207) was identified in section at the southern 

end of 'Footing 1', which was a 0.90m wide by 0.15m deep oval shaped layer which 

may be a buried plough furrow.  The most substantial of these was a deposit of 

angular light greyish yellow sandstone fragments varying in size from 0.10m to 

0.20m in diameter (208). Examination of (208) with a trowel revealed it to be 

compacted but voids did appear as the examination was in progress which raised the 

concern of a possible backfilled mineshaft or quarry hole, so excavation was halted 

at this level and the archaeology recorded. 

 

3.6. Overlaying and to the north of (208) were a number of deposits which seemed to 

suggest an industrial and/or extractive origin. Deposit (211) laid directly over (208) 

and comprised of a light bluish grey silty clay 0.70m wide by 0.10m deep. Deposit 

(205) comprised of a crushed mid-reddish brown ironstone approximately 0.05m 

deep by 0.42m wide. Deposit (204) comprised of a mixed mid-reddish brown and 

yellow silty clay up to 2m wide by 0.13m deep. Deposit (203) comprised of a mid-

reddish brown silty burnt clay 4.20m wide by 0.10-0.15m deep. Deposit (206) 

comprised of a slightly burnt light greenish grey silty clay 1.40m wide by 0.15m 

deep. Deposit (212) comprised of dark-reddish grey silty clay with frequent 

fragments of mid-reddish brown sandstone 0.30m wide. Deposit (202) comprised of 

a very dark-greyish black fine coal dust and ash 2m wide by 0.10m deep. 

 

3.7. What seemed significant was that all of these deposits, with the exception of the clay 

deposit (211) which directly overlaid the stone deposit (208), all appeared to have 

been affected by a possibly very high heat, in essence the deposits may have been 

slightly cooked. The deposits to the immediate south of (208) which comprised 

(210), a thin dark-grey clay silt with charcoal flecks 0.10m wide, and deposit (213), a 

0.70m wide multi-coloured matrix of bright yellow, grey and mid-reddish brown clays 

with inclusions of yellow sandstone fragments, did not appear to show any evidence 

of being heated or burnt. What the origin of this heat action is currently unknown, 

and on the evidence it would appear that the origin lies outside of the footprint of 

'Chalet 2' to the north.  

 

4.  Summary and Conclusions  

 

4.1. During the 15th to the 18th of June 2015, AW carried out a Watching Brief on land to 

the west of Billingsley Park Farm, Billingsley, Shropshire, focused on the examination 

of the area of the access track and on the footprint of the proposed chalet park.  
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4.2. During the Watching Brief it was determined that it is not possible to ascertain what 

exactly the origin of the artificial deposits, due to the limited window the narrow 

'Footing 1' has given into the archaeology here, and the apparent fact that the origin 

may lay outside the extent of the footprint of 'Chalet 2' to the north. 

 

4.3. Despite it, a number of possibilities were suggested. The layer of coal dust and ash 

(202) may have been deposited when still extremely hot, cooking deposit (203) in 

the process and the other associated deposits. This could have been the result of 

industrial plant activity such as pumping engines or possible furnace activity nearby. 

Alternatively there could have been a major fire and/or demolition event very nearby 

resulting in these deposits forming. The break of slope and platform in the hillside in 

this immediate location may be evidence of the existence of an entrance adit to a 

drift mine, which could be the origin of stone deposit (208). What is also noteworthy 

is the depth and character of the ploughsoil (201). This ploughsoil did contain small 

fragments of 18th/19th C brick but no pottery remains. However, the age of the 

brick fragments close to the base of 'Footing 1', and the fact that no industrial 

activity is indicated in this immediate area on the Tithe and Ordinance Survey maps 

from c.1837 onwards, suggests that any industrial or extractive activity here dates to 

the period of c. 1795-1812 of William Pultney. 
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Plate 15 (above): Chalet 2, Footing No. 1. Looking N. 

Plate 16 (below): Chalet 2, Footing No. 1. Looking S.



Plate 17 (above): Chalet 2, Footing No. 1. Looking SSE.
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Plate 19 (above): Chalet 2, Footing No. 2. Looking N. 
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Plate 22 (below): Entrance Gate, looking S.
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NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
 
This Written Scheme of Investigations details the proposal for an archaeological 
watching brief during the construction of ten holiday chalets with associated 
landscaping, access and infrastructure, on land to the west of the B4363 at 
Billingsley, Shropshire. It has been prepared by Archaeology Wales Ltd for Mr Martin 
Adams of Billingsley Park Lodges, Billingsley, Bridgnorth, WV16 6PF. The work is to 
be undertaken as a condition of planning (15/01129/FUL).  
 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The proposed development comprises plans to construct ten holiday chalets, with 
associated landscaping, access and infrastructure, on land to the west of the B4363 
at Billingsley, Shropshire (Henceforth – the site), NGR: SO 70963 84349. Information 
on the development has been supplied by Mr Martin Adams of Billingsley Park Lodges, 
Billingsley, Bridgnorth, WV16 6PF. The local planning authority is Shropshire Council 
(Henceforth – SC). The work is to be undertaken as a condition of planning 
15/01129/FUL.  
 
This WSI has been prepared by Mark Houliston (MCIfA), Managing Director, on 
behalf of Archaeology Wales Ltd (Henceforth - AW) at the request of Martin Adams. 
It provides information on the methodology that will be employed by AW during a 
Watching Brief at the site.  
 
The methodology set out in this WSI has been agreed with Charlotte Orchard, 
Archaeological Advisor with the Historic Environment Team at Shropshire Council 
(HET-SC). HET-SC has recommended that a watching brief is undertaken during all 
groundworks due to be carried out on the site.  
 
All work will be undertaken in accordance with the standards and guidelines of the 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2015). 
 
 
2 Site description and previous work 
 
The site covers two roughly rectangular shaped fields aligned north-south to the 
west of the B4363 at Billingsley. The site is bounded by the B4363 to the east and 
woodland, Deserts Woods, to the west. The site lies at 112m OD and the land use is 
currently pasture.   
 
The site and its immediate surroundings are located at the western edge of the Wyre 
Forest Coalfield. The area includes the sites of various late 18th to early 20th century 
industrial coal workings with a large area of older iron workings located within 
woodland immediately to the west.   
 
A previous Desk-based Assessment undertaken in respect of the development (Smith 
2014, Billingsley Park Farm, Billingsley, Shropshire: Desk Based Assessment & Site 
Visit, AW Report No. 1188) concluded that the majority of the assessment area will 
be unaffected by the current development. However, it was suggested that a 
watching brief be carried out during construction to mitigate the impact of the 
development on the archaeological resource. 
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3 Site specific objectives 
 
The aims of the watching brief, as defined by the CIfA (2015) are: 
 
• To allow a rapid investigation and recording of any archaeological features that 
are uncovered during the proposed groundworks within the application area. 
 
• To provide the opportunity, if needed, for the watching archaeologist to signal to 
all interested parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an 
archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated to the watching 
brief are not sufficient to support the treatment to a satisfactory or proper standard 
 
 
4 Watching Brief Methodology  
 
General 
The archaeological watching brief will be undertaken by AW staff using current best 
practice. 
 
All work will be carried out by a suitable qualified archaeologist with relevant level 
membership of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) and will follow the 
CIfA Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching brief (2015). 
 
Detailed 
The Watching Brief will be carried out by a suitably qualified archaeologist or 
archaeologists during the construction of all ground-works with a potential to cut into 
or expose the underlying sub-soil. This will include activities associated with the 
construction of: foundation trenches, service trenches, soak-aways, access road and 
landscaping). The mechanical excavation will be undertaken by a machine using a 
toothless ditching bucket wherever possible. Any landscaping activities involving 
large-scale topsoil removal will be undertaken by an excavator equipped with a large, 
flat-bladed bucket.  
 
If archaeological features, finds or deposits are uncovered, work will be stopped in the 
area of the exposed feature in order that the supervising archaeologist can clean and 
identify the extent and nature of the feature and for excavation and recording to take 
place.  
 
All archaeological deposits that are identified will be mapped, cleaned, recorded and 
fully excavated. The developer will provide a safe working area and sufficient time to 
record and excavate all features to the satisfaction of AW and HET-SC. Full 
excavation of identified features will not be compromised by the construction 
programme.  
 
Contingency Arrangements 
In the event of significant archaeological features being discovered all activities in the 
surrounding area of the site will be temporarily suspended. This will allow a period of 
consultation with the HET-SC and if required the opinion of specialists.  
 
Following such consultation, recommendations will be presented to the Developer and 
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the HET-SC. 
 
The methodology and timescale of additional archaeological work to investigate such 
features will be presented and included in the Developers Programme; the feature will 
be fenced off and secured thus allowing the site programme to continue 
 
Recording 
Recording will be carried out using AW recording systems (pro-forma context sheets 
etc), using a continuous number sequence for all contexts. 
 
Plans and sections will be drawn to a scale of 1:50, 1:20 and 1:10 as required and 
related to Ordnance Survey datum and published boundaries where appropriate. 
 
All features identified will be tied in to the OS survey grid and fixed to local 
topographical boundaries and related to the developer’s site plan. The location of all 
features will also be recorded using a Topcon GTS725 total station.  
 
Photographs will be taken in digital format, using a 14MP camera with photographs 
stored in Tiff format. Should significant remains be identified that require excavation, 
photographs will also be taken in black and white and colour slide (35mm film). 
 
The archaeologist undertaking the watching brief will have access to the AW metal 
detector and be trained in its use.  
 
 
Artefacts 
Archaeological artefacts recovered during the course of the excavation will be cleaned 
and labelled using an accession number, which will be obtained from the local museum. 
A single number sequence will be allocated to all finds. The artefacts will be stored 
appropriately until they are deposited with a suitable local museum. 
 
All finds of gold and silver will be removed to a safe place and the Environment Agency, 
HET-SC and the local coroner informed, within the guidelines of the Treasure Act 1996. 
 
Any finds which are considered to be in need of immediate conservation will be referred 
to a UKIC qualified conservator (Phil Parkes at Cardiff University). 
 
Human remains 
In the event of burials or cremations being found all work will be halted in the area of 
the burials and their extent and nature established. The client, HET-SC and the Ministry 
of Justice will be informed and a methodology of excavation agreed which will adhere to 
Ministry of Justice Guidelines. 
 
 
Environmental and technological samples 
Environmental samples will be taken where necessary when significant deposits are 
located. Technological samples will be taken where necessary when significant deposits 
are located. 
 

Specialists 
In the event of certain finds/features etc. being discovered, the site archaeologist may 
have to seek specialist opinion for assistance. Such specialists will be accessed either 
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internally within AW itself or from an external source. A list of external specialists is 
given in the table below. 
 

 

Type Name Tel No. 
Flint 

 
Dr Amelia Pannett 02920 899509 

 

Animal bone Jen Kitch 07739 093712 

CBM, heat affected clay, Daub 
etc. 

Rachael Hall 01305 259751 

Clay pipe Hilary Major 01376 329316 

Glass Andy Richmond 01234 888800 

Cremated and non-cremated 
human bone 

Malin Holst 01759 368483 

Metalwork Kevin Leahy 01652 658261 

Neo/BA pottery Dr Alex Gibson Bradford University 

IA/Roman pottery Jane Timby 01453 882851 

Post Roman pottery Mr Stephen Clarke

Charcoal (wood ID) John Carrot 01388 772167 

Waterlogged wood Nigel Nayling University of Wales 
(Lampeter) 

Molluscs and pollen Dr James Rackham 01992 552256 

Charred and waterlogged plant 
remains 

Wendy Carruthers 01443 233466 

 
 
4 Post-Fieldwork Programme 
 
Conservation 
After agreement with the landowner arrangements will be made for the long term 
conservation and storage of all artefacts in an appropriate local or county museum. 
 
Archive 
The site archive will be prepared in accordance with MAP 2, Appendix 3 (English 
Heritage 1991). It will comprise all the data recovered during the fieldwork and shall be 
quantified, ordered and indexed and will be internally consistent. The archive will be 
deposited with the finds in a suitable local museum. 
 
Reporting 
The results of the watching brief will be submitted in an illustrated and bound report, 
which will include the following material: 
 
 Non-technical summary 
 Location plan showing the area/s covered by the watching brief, all artefacts, 

structures and features found 
 Plan and section drawings with ground level, ordnance datum and vertical and 

horizontal scales. 
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 Written description and interpretation of all deposits identified, including their 
character, function, potential dating and relationship to adjacent features. Specialist 
descriptions and illustrations of all artefacts and soil samples will be included as 
appropriate. 

 An indication of the potential of archaeological deposits which have not been 
disturbed by the development 

 Statement of local, regional and national context of the remains 
 A detailed archive list at the rear listing all contexts recorded, all samples finds and 

find types, drawings and photographs taken. This will include a statement of the 
intent to deposit, and location of deposition, of the archive. 

 
Monitoring 
Any changes to the specification that the contractor may wish to make after approval 
will be communicated to HET-SC for approval on behalf of the Planning Authority. 
 
Representatives of HET-SC will be given access to the site so that they may monitor the 
progress of the watching brief. HET-SC will be kept regularly informed about 
developments, both during the site works and subsequently during any potential post-
excavation.  
 
Archive Format & Deposition 
The full site archive will be deposited within one month of the completion of the client 
report. 
 
The paper/drawing/digital archive will be deposited at the offices of HET-SC with the 
finds will be deposited with the appropriate local museum. AW will agree the location 
and timing of the deposition of the archive before the contract commences.  
 
The archive will include all site notes, finds, documents, drawings, photographs, digital 
data and a copy of the final report and any prior draft versions. All of these items will be 
clearly quantified in tabular from in an ‘archive deposition statement’ located at the rear 
of the clients report, and their ultimate location and proposed date of deposition stated. 
 
 
9   Resources and timetable 
 
Standards 
The work will be undertaken by AW staff using current best practice. 
 
All work will be undertaken to the standards and guidelines of the CIfA.  
 
Staff 
The project will be undertaken by suitably qualified AW staff. Overall management of 
the project will be undertaken by Mark Houliston.  
 
Equipment 
The project will use existing AW equipment. 
 
Timetable of archaeological works 
No start date or timetable of works has yet been agreed.  
 
Insurance 
AW is an affiliated member of the CBA, and holds Insurance through the CBA insurance 
service.  
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Health and safety 
All members of staff will adhere to the requirements of the Health & Safety at Work Act, 
1974, and the Health and Safety Policy Statement of AW. 
 
If AW has sole possession of the site, then AW will produce a detailed Risk 
Assessment for approval by the client before any work is undertaken. If another 
organisation has responsibility for site safety, then AW employees with be briefed on 
the contents of all existing Risk Assessments, and all other health and safety 
requirements that may be in place.  
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