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Summary 
 

 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on land at the Former Royal 
Mail Sorting Office, Bourges Boulevard, Peterborough, PE1 1AE.  This was 
conducted by Midland Archaeological Services during re-development of the 
site for a Waitrose Supermarket building. 

 

 The watching brief concluded that modern and post-medieval made ground, 
relic plough/garden soils and natural soils were present across the site area, 
no archaeological features or deposits were recorded. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 

       Fig.1: Site Location                                

 
1.0 Introduction 

 
Midland Archaeological Services (MAS) were commissioned by Bowmer and 
Kirkland Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief on land at the Former 
Royal Mail Sorting Office, Bourges Boulevard, Peterborough, PE1 1AE, henceforth 
called the site. 
 
2.0 Location and Description 

 
Peterborough is located 65.3 km north/north/west of Cambridge and 25.4km 
south/east of Stamford. The development area is located to the immediate west of 
Bourges Boulevard and north of Station Road where it forms a roughly rectangular 
parcel of land measuring approximately 1.27ha, at 11m AOD and cantered on NGR 
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TL 18679 98966.  The site is currently used as a temporary car park and does not 
fall within the Peterborough Conservation Area, while the geology comprises of 
cornbrash formations, and mudstone formations of the Kellaways and Blisworth 
Clays.1(figs, 1, 2, 3, Appendix 1). 
 
3.0 Planning Background 
 
Midland Archaeological Services (MAS) have been commissioned by Bowmer and 
Kirkland Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief during re-development of 
land at the former Royal Mail Sorting Office, Bourges Boulevard, Peterborough, PE1 
1AE, henceforth called the site. 
 
Peterborough City Council has granted permission for the construction of a new 
retail supermarket (Class A1) with car and cycle parking facilities, public realm 
improvements to Station Road and associated landscaping works on land at the 
Former Royal Mail Sorting Office, Bourges Boulevard, Peterborough, PE1 1AE, 
planning ref: 13/01849/FUL. 
 
As re-development of the site will have an impact on any potential underlying 
archaeological deposits, a scheme of works to archaeologically monitor, investigate 
and record any archaeological features and or deposits exposed prior to any 
groundworks will ensure that this information is not lost. 
 
Permission is subject to conditions and by the recommendation of the Peterborough 
City Council Archaeology Service (PCCAS) that; (no demolition/development shall 
be conducted until a programme of archaeological work (watching brief) is 
undertaken during development of the site area and a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (WSI) submitted to, and approved by, PCCAS in writing). 
 
4.0 Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
An archival study was undertaken to elucidate information to place the site in its 
historical context.  This was undertaken broadly with regard to the Standard and 
Guidance for Desk-Based Assessment2. 
 
This comprised the search of published and archival material within a radius of 500m 
of the site, with data from further afield included where considered relevant to 
establishing baseline conditions.  Local and regional archives and collections were 
examined for relevant historical information, in published and unpublished sources, 
from the following sources:  
 
 

 Peterborough Archives 

 Peterborough Historic Environment Record (HER) 

 www.heritagegateway.org.uk 

 www.listedbuildingsonline.co.uk 

                                                           
1
 British Geological Survey 1984 

2
 Institute for Archaeologists 2011 

http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/
http://www.listedbuildingsonline.co.uk/
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 www.british-history.ac.uk 

 
The founding of Peterborough stems from a Saxon settlement known as 
medeshamstede, the name being of Old English origin and meaning homesteade of 
a man called mĕde.  These early origins were founded on the establishment of a 
monastery during the 7th century AD and by the 12th century AD the town had 
become a 'Vill' known as Burch.3 
 
Archaeology relating from both the medieval and post-medieval periods has been 
recorded throughout the City Centre, notably during rescue excavations conducted 
prior to the development of the Queensgate Shopping Centre during the mid 1970's. 
 
Closer to the site archaeology has also been recorded.  To the west, along Midland 
road human remains have been recorded (HER 51600), along with medieval pottery 
sherds during a watching brief in 2007, while other burials and possibly related to the 
Roman period are also known (HER 01397).  In 1928 eight individual skeletons were 
recorded (HER 50586) and postulated to have been associated with St Leonards 
Hospital for lepers which is believed to have been located towards the west of 
Westgate and close to the site (HER 01629).  To the south of the site is the former 
location of medieval Sexton Barns, a site demolished sometime during the mid 19th 
century (HER 50436), while on the site itself a medieval bronze spout in the shape of 
a dog is known to have been found (HER 01629a). 
 
5.0  Aims and Objectives 
 
The aim of this archaeological watching brief was to accurately record and interpret 
any deposits, features, artefacts and or ecofacts during groundworks prior to re-
development of the site, thus preserving them by record.  
 
This will be attained through the following objectives: to produce a fully detailed 
drawn and photographic record of any archaeology encountered and supplemented 
by a full written description and interpretation.    
  
6.0 Methodology 
 
The methodology required that all ground reduction associated with the development 
be monitored by an archaeologist for archaeological features, artefacts and ecofacts 
by an archaeologist and reported on.   
 
All spoil was visually observed and metal detected for archaeological artefacts.  
Deposits and features if identified were to be subjected to cleaning by hand in order 
to assess their nature, dimensions and to attempt to recover datable material.  These 
investigations resulted in the production of written descriptions complemented by 
colour slid/photographs and scale drawings in plan. 
 
The work was undertaken by the author over a period of nine days between 7-17th 
May 2014. 
 

                                                           
3
 Mills,A.,D 1993 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
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Archive creation 
 
On completion of the fieldwork all photographic films were processed by a specialist 
laboratory and scanned at a resolution of 600dpi for selective inclusion within this 
report. 
 
All field notes and drawings were checked for completeness and ordered into a 
documentary archive based on the requirements of the receiving museum. The basic 
archive includes: 
 

1. 1 annotated site plan 
2. 0 no section drawings 
3. 3 no photographic register 
4. 4 context sheets 
5. 1 no context register 

 
7.0  Results    
 
A total of four contexts were recorded throughout the site. 
 
A type 1 crushed limestone layer (001) was consistent across the site area and 
recorded throughout all areas investigated. Context (002) represented a possible 
post-medieval made ground and was seen recorded throughout all areas, as was 
(003) a natural clay layer, while (004) which was only visible within pit 16 may 
possibly be a post-medieval relic plough or garden soil. (fig. 3, Appendix 1, 2).   
 
No archaeological features or deposits were encountered. 
 
8.0  Discussion and Conclusion  
 
The paucity of archaeology throughout the area investigated was not expected, 
mainly due to the sites close proximity to various recorded sites and also the town 
centre.  As a whole the site had undergone severe truncation by not only the former 
Royal Mail depot but also hard surfaces associated with the car parking area, while 
most of the western part of the site was contaminated with fuel oil seepage from the 
nearby railway sidings and station, the latter factors making observation and 
recording somewhat dangerous and problematic. 
 
The made or dumped ground deposits are most likely associated with the 
development of the site in the early 1950’s, while (004) could possibly be a relic soil 
of the post-medieval periods. 
 
9.0  Effectiveness of Methodology 
 
The methodology initially required the monitoring of all ground reduction throughout 
the site area, although due to the severe truncation of the site associated with the 
former Royal Mail depot and fuel oil contamination, only the western area of the site 
was monitored. Groundworks were undertaken using a 360° tracked excavator with 
both bladed and toothed buckets attached to a back operating arm.  Sufficient time 
was given by the developer to insure that complete recording was possible, although 
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health and safety factors due to the large size of the foundations and their collapse 
and contamination meant that it was not possible to get too close to them, so scale 
section drawings were not undertaken, foundation trenches were fully recorded using 
black and white, colour slide and digital photography. 
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11.0 Site Archive 
 
An archive of written, drawn and photographic elements is in preparation and will be 
deposited at Peterborough Museum within three months of the completion of this 
report. 
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