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What is historic landscape p
characterisation (HLC)?

“An examination of the historic
and archaeological processesand archaeological processes 
which have influenced the form 
and use of the modernand use of the modern 
landscape”  



Wh is HLC important?Why is HLC important?
• It is a holistic study of the landscape which does not focus onlyIt is a holistic study of the landscape which does not focus only 

on sites, finds and structures
• It allows an understanding of the evolution of the landscape to 

b b iltbe built up
• HLC identifies the characteristics that make each place special 

and distinctand distinct
• By interpreting the current landscape, HLC allows us to make 

informed decisions regarding the landscape of the future



Why do we need HLC for Wiltshire and y
Swindon?
• Currently only partial HLC data for Wiltshire – need total, unified 

and consistent coverage
• Development pressures are current and on large scale so need• Development pressures are current and on large scale so need 

strategic overview
• Absence of HLC is a weakness when shaping future landscape 
• Emphasis on localism and character in the National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF) makes HLC worthwhile
HLC d t t b t d i l ti l h t ti• HLC dataset can be created in a relatively short time span –
quickly available!



National Planning Policy Framework 
Core Planning Principles:
Planning should: ‘take account of the different roles and character of different areas, 
promoting the vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around them, 
recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting thriving

Core Planning Principles:

recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting thriving 
rural communities within it.’

Section 7: Requiring Good Design
Local and neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensive policies that set outLocal and neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensive policies that set out 
the quality of development that will be expected for the area. Such policies should be based on 
stated objectives for the future of the area and an understanding and evaluation of its 
defining characteristics.g

Local planning authorities should take into account:
• the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and 

Section 12: Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment

y p g p
distinctiveness; and

• opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the 
character of a place.



What can the HLC data be sed for?What can the HLC data be used for?
The Wiltshire and Swindon HLC can play a key role in:The Wiltshire and Swindon HLC can play a key role in:

• Strategic planning and development
• Shaping the regional and local

archaeology research frameworks
Th ti d t• The conservation and management 
of heritage sites and landscapes

• Academic research and local studycade c esea c a d oca study
• Community engagement



Project aimsj

• To characterise and analyse the entire landscape of Wiltshire 
d S i d ( 350 000h )and Swindon (c.350,000ha)

• To integrate with existing HLC data for the Cranborne
Chase/West Wiltshire Downs and North Wessex Downs AONBsChase/West Wiltshire Downs and North Wessex Downs AONBs

• To create:
– GIS dataset.
– Hardcopy/electronic report.
– Project website.
– Outreach materials/events.



AONB HLC Data



Wiltshire EUS Data
•Useful information and interpretation
•Plan forms showing urban development



Project timescalej
Familiarisation:

April 2012 - August 2012 Also including:

Interpretation and digitisation:
September 2012 May 2014

•Stakeholder meetings

September 2012 - May 2014

Analysis:

•Meetings with English 
Heritage

Analysis: 
June 2014 – December 2014

Dissemination: 
December 2014 – March 2015



Principal sources
• Modern OS Master Map
• Modern OS 1:25,000 map

Google Maps• Google Maps
• 2001 & 2005/06 aerial 

photographsp g p
• OS 1st edition 6” maps (1868-99)
• OS 1st edition 1” map (c.1818) 
• Natural England ancient 

woodland map
• Wiltshire enclosure award map• Wiltshire enclosure award map
• Victoria County History 



HLC Data
NATIONAL LEVEL
•14 Broad HLC Types
E g Fields and enclosed landE.g. Fields and enclosed land

LOCAL LEVEL
135 HLC T•135 HLC Types

E.g. Parliamentary enclosures

•15 Attribute categories
E.g. Internal morphology and 
boundary morphologyboundary morphology



HLC Database

•Same software as 
used by Wiltshire y
HER

•Database links to•Database links to 
GIS mapping

W lth f•Wealth of 
information 
recorded for each 
HLC ‘polygon’



Methodology
Overview

SELECT

Select area to 
characterise

Research history of 
area 

Cross reference 
HER 

monuments/sources

RECOGNISEINTERPRET 
& CLASSIFY

G l d it i tGroup land units into 
polygons using 

sources
Assign attribute and 

HL info MAPDESCRIBE















HLC Pilot areas

1. Corsley, Chapmanslade
and Dilton Marsh

2. Cricklade, Latton and 
Marston MaiseyMarston Maisey

3. Chirton, Marden, 
Wil f d Ch lt dWilsford, Charlton and 
Rushall

4. Swindon Old Town and 
New Town



Analysis of HLC Data
Pilot area demonstrates potential of HLC data, which can produce:

•‘Time slices’ – showing evolution of modern landscape

•Statistics – break down of landscape types rarity survival characteristicsStatistics break down of landscape types, rarity, survival, characteristics

•Narrative – descriptions of landscape types, significance, threats & potential

•New interpretations – challenge the known and preconceptions

•Relationships – overlay archaeology, farmstead data, ecology, geology etc.p y gy, , gy, g gy



Relating farmstead types

Using HLC Data
Relating farmstead types 

to HLC in Hampshire

Sh i tt i f f t d t i l d HLC•Showing patterning of farmstead type, survival and HLC
•Giving better understanding of pressures for change on the resource and better  
targetted responses by prioritisation and resourcing 



An q estions?Any questions?


