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1 The Barton Court Farm Area,

11.1 THE PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY (Fig. 34) : ,
. : : " %

" The éite‘liés approximately'i.Skm;NE of the centﬁé of Abingdon and a

similar distance SW of the village of Radley, on the edge of the Second
(%ummertnwn Radley) Terrace, at a height of about 59.5m above Sea,19Vel and

8m above the level of Lhe Thames. The rlvex Thames flows Y@Om duc'§ of - the

-

site and.ls 301ned by the river OcK in Ablngdon< The parfsh boundaxy i
beiween St Helens Without and Radley runs across the northern part of the

site, but-the area of excavation lleS in Radley parlsh.

a

- ) ‘\ ’
11.1.1 Geology (Fig 35),

£
’

The Upper Thames region is‘an~area of clasgic, though far from simple,
scarp and vale countryv(Martin & Steel l<‘354J 7—36)l Barton Court Farm -is’
sjtuated cloée to the Confluencé of thé rivers Oék and Thames, where the
Vale of the Whlte Horse merges with the Thames Valley A belt of. ,
Klmmexldge Clay up to 4km wide. and SOm thick’ lies in the bottOm of the Vale
of the Whlte Horse and undexlle& Barton Court Farm. To- the N and W rise \

the Oxford Helghts, a ridge of Corallian llmestone whlch runs between

.Oxford and Farlngdon The dverage height of the cuesta is little more Ehan

S1lm (BOOft) but it reaches 163m (5351t) at Boars Hlll 4km N of Bapton

’ Couxt Yaxm, where the Corallian is capped by,GTeensand

Opposite Barton Court Farm the Thames cuts 'into the moderaﬁely sﬁeép
and wooded slopes of Fexruglnous sand at Culham, whose max imym height is

dbout 76.2m (ZSOfL)

o !'

The S side of the Vale of the White Horse is flanked by Lhe steep

- scarp of the Berkshire Downs (aotually in Oxfordshire slnge local

gdvernment reorganization in 1974), which on a cleé; day’is visible from
Barton Court FaLm about 11km away The hlghesL‘901nt above the most .
dramatlc sectlon of the scarp, 1s at Castle Hlll Uffington, 16km WSW Rf

Barton Court Farm. - . .. .
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Barton Court Farm: location plan
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IR 11.1.2 fDrift geology (Fig 36) .

$ R " The charactcr and tppography of. the area 1mmedlateiy around Barton’
. v Court Farm is governed more by the locatlon of‘Late Plelstocene gsand and

gravel dep051ts than by the deceptlvely 51mple SOlld geology Just
‘descrlbed ’The Upper Thames is flanked by four gravel terraces: the flood
plaln or First Terrace, the Second Summertown Radley Terrace, the Third -
Wolvercote Terrace, and:at-alheight of about: 30m (100ft) above the river
4—4 . ; o the Handborough' or‘foufth ter%ace} "The Barton Court Farm si'te is situated - .
A .oh'thevedge of the most extensive of.these ghe second Summertown-Radley ' r
terrace. Thls is made up chiefly of a vast quantlty of oolLtlc llmeéione
pebbﬁes, eroded from the Cotswolds and depOSlted by the Late Pleistocene .
‘, .ancestor of the river Thames. The terrace is traditionally thought to have
‘ been lald down in “Lwo phases in the Wolstbnlan and Ipswichian, but -the
T~ c- bequence lS currently the subject of sonfe, debate (Sandford 1924; 1925;
1932 Mltchell et al 1973; Briggs & Gllbertson 1980) »
Beneath the principal settlement area the gravel,ls approxinately;2m~
thick, ‘averlying the- 1mpermeable Klmmerldge Clay Consequently the eite is
‘free-draininp (hence the; local name Dry Field). In some places patches of

~concretion form on the surface of the gravel as a result of cementation by T

secondary)calcxum carbonate (§andforq 1965). These are resistant to- .
7 . : : . . . :
. - . wéathering and can.pe d hindrance to arable agrltultupe,,though/;bé?iiie
& S0 eXtenSivenat.Bafton Court Farm as at Stanton Harcourt where the ‘
N I

.eted blocks were Used as megallths by the builders of the Devxl s

Quoijs henge monument. - .« S
S\iﬁ , : ‘_ The. éecond terrace in pronounced at Barton Court Farm (and in fact
‘ . ‘:' 'exaggerated by the formation of a lynchet along the E- W boundary)
”;jl*;f' ‘Immedlabely S of the site the edge of the tef?h e slopes away very ‘
f_ Lo dlstlnctly, down to the extensive. flood plaln . gome of thé archaeologlcal
;rﬂh . features run off Lhe Second Terrace on to this slope, where the Kimmeridge

: - o Clay emerges at the surface ,,' _ o . “//Q

S-II.1.3 Soils (Fig 37) = a8 ' o -

The ‘soils of the Abingdon area have been fully described in‘a recent
X oo memolr (Jarvis 1973).which is partlcularly fortunate, as one of the ‘aims of
s ~ this archeological progect was to test the correlaton betyeen ancient land

;use and modern soils. The soils are more complex than the solid geology
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'anywhere along the slope will soon create a water~hole‘,

ana even:the drift geolégyAmight suggest,‘and wlthln a sﬁor'tdistanoe of
Aﬁingdoh there is a wi@é variety with substantlally dlfferent .
characterxstlcs. o : 7 . ‘!”
The site Ltself lies at the end of a’tongue of Sﬁttqnbsoil, a sandy

logm ovexlyxng stony, calcar‘éouF gravel and averaginé about 30cm in depth.
Its pH ist about 7.8. Tﬁ;sﬂls the'ch?ractefisifg soilvof the Setond Terrace
and is, prone -to dryingjéuf Sutton soil is also fourd on thé First'Tefrace
around Thrupp House Farm immkdiately to the S of the Bar&on Court Farm 51Le
on the terrace slope.~_2ne{éfL1ng to. the E of the sxte is a belt Of§gbll of
the 1sleAAbbots serxesr' ThlS loamv drlft over Klmmérldge Clay is prone to

gleylng and has a pH of about 6.7.

~
.

" The thlrd maJor belt of sQ1l is that alongs}de the river, belonéing to

ths lhames series., Fhls clay loam, with g/pH of aboub 7.4, is often poorly
‘dralned and subject to water floodlng\ /Wlthln the floodplaln area are some
low mounds capped by brown calcareoqs 50115 belonging to the Lashbrlook

' series. These are quxte well dralned and during flooding generally remain

’

Bbove the water-level. The/gadsey series are similar, though rather, more
= R * o .

7 ”
s

low-lying. x i )
ewmiying o D Se L
11.1.4 Dralnage -~ S ‘ ’ ) LN

x/J . o . 7 . -

As already indicated, the Barton Court Farm site is particularly well

drained.’ Water supplles ar%rclose at hand, however. The settlément itself.

Ce S

is underlaln by a bowl-shaped- conflguratlon of Kimmeridge Cléy,'beneath the

_gravel terrace, which-holds a perched water.tablé. The wéter level is

subject fo little seasonal variabion and is at most 2:5m’bélow grohnd.
Water emerges at the surface below the terrade slope where at present there,
is'a spring'mérked by'willow'trees, 150m SW of the sibe Digging almost
A substantlal stream flowing from the High ground behlnd Radley

College bounded the Neolithic causewayed camp ‘and fed the- monast&c

‘fxshponds of Daisy Banks, 300m NW of the site. The stream is now

channelled to turn a rxght—angle and flow weetwards at the foot of the
terrace slope 200m S and approxxmately 7.5m below the site and draips 1nto
the Thames near the.present ruin‘of Barton Courp. Thxs channel may be of
some antiqqity a5 it occuts on John -Rocque's ‘Map of“Berkshipé of 1761.

~ . ' . . P

- . ' <21 A8
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" 11.1.5 Climate o SN N T

A

- I am grateful to the Metéorological Office’, Bracknell,;fgr this' -

7/ - . ) .
-from 3.5°C in January to 16.6°C in July. The temperatﬁres on the Downs

information. The mean monthly temperatures at Abinédon (1941-70) range

average 1°C lower. The growing season at Abingdonextends from the end of

February- until “the end of November, a month or more longer than on the

Downs (Jarvis 1973, "15). .

) Rainfall at Abingdon is probably the loweet in the region alth'an
annual average (19A1—70) of 617mm (24in); this is approximately 40mm less
than on the summif of the Downs. Precipilation is fairly evenly
distributed throughout the y;ar, but with a late winter/spring minimum.

wlnd speeds are not particularly high in the region énd Abingdon is
more sheltered than most areas. Prevailing‘winds are from the SW, most
commonly at 3 or 4 on the Beaufort scale (ie, 8-18 miles/h). Wihds are
frequently from the N or”ﬁE also, partlcularly from February té June

Rarest of all are E‘and SE w1nds

«
- /

. -

Il.l.G Modern land—use

Barton, Courﬁ Farm is now w1th1n the sublirbs of Abingdon, but untll
1972 it had,been an agricultural area. The site lies within three separate

flelds, the large northerly fleld on the Second Terrace and the two

.southerly fields on the terrace slope Untll 1968 that part of the N field

Whlch contalns most of the settlement was used as'allotments, traces of

R,

,whxgh were found during the excavatlons Between 1968 and 1972, when the

' housxng development began the field was cultlvated for barley The farmer

%

repo&ted that the W half of the field was prone to dryness in some years,
and Ls a result the orop. tended to suffer ' By contrast, the E half, with

its” [sle Abbot‘s soxl retalned more moxsture i N S S
: \ln the seven years prlor to excavatlon the terrace slope flelds each
produced wheat bar%ey, four years of* grass, and flnally a crop of 01l seed

rape.\ The pasture was needed for the farm's herd ‘of dairy: COWS and these
flelds\were nearest the bulldlngs. otherw1se, with exten51ve dralnage, they
producéd better cereal ylelds than the area’of the ancxent\settlement

The fxeld to the S of the stream on the Fxrst Terrace was good cereal
land uhtil extracted for, avel in the late 1960s. Supposedly resLored it
is now\poof-quality pas£u§§) Most-surprisingly, Bapton Court Farm's fields

By the ‘river (SE of Thrupp House Farm) on deseytLashbrook So»ls produced

S

barlay continuously for sixteen yearicizfii‘:aken over for gravel

L . 2:A10
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extmﬁctxoﬂ 1n 1975‘76 'Massive dralnage drtches carry’ away'ex&ess water

'”Ior most of the year but _the crOps here were always well supplied ‘; the

'

h&gh water table The Soxl Survey s \asséssment of the potehtial of: thls

rlver51de land 15 less optimistic than that of its most.recent cult;v&tor

* at Barton Court Farm (Jarvis 1973, 163, 181 2). .

~

The'fields-immediately's of ThrUpp House Farm and along51de the Fiver |

toe Barton Court have until ‘recently remalned pr1nc1pally as pasture with

underlylng»peat dep051ts In the past three years commercial extraction of |

the peat has begun.. Except for this area, the soxls of . Barton Court Farm

are land use capability class 2s. ' -
. . .
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I1.2 THE ARCHAEOLOE;ICAL BACKGROUND ' R >

The site of Barton Court Farm was "discovered from aerial photographs
taken. in 1969 and 1970 by the Cambrldge Unlverqlty Cnmmlttee for Aerial
Photography and bh\\ﬁlr Photographs Unit of the Natxonal Monuments Record
(England). Fieldwalking by :members of the_Abingdon Arcchaeological Society

and the staff of the Abingdon Excavation Committee produced large T

- !
|

quantitiea of RomaanBritigh pbttery and building material over the whole |

area of ‘the cropmarks, with a concentration to the S.0 -

2:AM1
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1t may bc more accuratqwmo say. xhis repn‘pents anredi’ceyérv of the " --

) « e -« - - A
, - : BEN et s ST e S
’Slﬁc .for in thc'luth entury &-oﬂessor Rbllestcn (fBOQ) reporied that | e,
: . - - . T c "o Soae
Roman rellcs were fbuna at ”Barton Court Farm,|on the~esta}e of Slﬁ”ﬁhbrge f ;f‘
ABowyer MP- a mlle from Ab1 on on the Oxford side’ L These 1ncluded Roman T
. . h .
pottery, animal bones, -a de lHoss1_b-lv a,well, nnﬂ ‘on se&eral -~

ep pit,
occasions human skeletons had to be alslnterred near thls spot durlng the
7process of digging for gravel.i A )

- The exact position of these dicoveriéé Qas not specified, but the only -
;known l9th century gravel pits on Barton Court Farm were 1mmed1ately SW-of
the cropmarks  observed in 1969. The hollows survive to the present day and
the quarrying pgrtially cut some of the linear cropmark features. - It'is
probable that ours is the same site as that recorded in 1865,
The area aronnd Abingdpn énd R;dley is particugarly rich in

'archaeologlcal sites. |

' In 1926 E T Leeds found the ditches of an early Neolithic causewayed
camp in a’gravel pit adjacent to Radley Road (Leeds 1922; 1928; 1929).
This was the first such site to bé found in a river valley as opposed ﬁo ’ L/f
what was ‘considered the more customary downland position. Leeds's . -
lexcavation and subsequent ones (Case 1956, Avery & Brown 1972; Case & -
thttle, forthcomlng) have all been on a.}elatively small scale and the

-

site 15 ‘now largely destroyed or inaccessible beneath housing.

To the E and BE of . the causewayed camp the fields of the Second gravel
terrace,have for many years been a rich source of cropmarks The first’
attempé*to descrxbe these was by J K S St’ Joseph (1965) who drew attention
‘o two further pbssible Neollthlc features, a sub- rectangular ’ A
double-ditched’ enclosure about 30m long with a central 'pit', and a
concentric arrangement of post holes about 15m in diameter. St Joseph
‘suggested that these might be'reépéctively a mortuary énclosure énd a henge
monument similarlto site 1 at Dorchester (Aﬁkinson ef‘al.1951, 5-18). The
concentric pdbt hole;structure bears a clo§e resemblance in shape énd size -%
to woodhenge and the buildings excavateéd inside the henge monuments of
DurringtenvﬁaTIE'EEH*Moun$ﬁé1;;sént (Wainwright 1975, 65) (but has been
‘snown fo‘ée‘ﬁhe result of 19th century tree glantinéxin excgvations in
1983: pers, comm R. Bradley). ’ A " .

Runnlng NE from these previous features is a linear barrow cemetery of
sevenbeen large ring-ditches (c30m diameter), three smaller ?1ng-d1tches€ )

{(two. thh interruptedﬂﬁitches). and two contignpus ring-ditches outlying -

the main group to the N. Tnese_were,partially excavated between 1931

e ~
-

I . -

“ SA12
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(Leeds 1934; 1936) and 1944 (Wllllams 1948; Atkinson 1952 53;, se€e also Case

]L963 the later work being carrled out in advance of gravel q;traotlon

> 2y

. Altpough the rlng oltches have only’ been ‘known' sxnce 1933 when they were

’

photographed by Major Allen, the name of the fleld . Barrow Hllls is flrst .

recorded in 1547 {Gelling 1974 456) , 1ndlcat1ng that' the name was given

l when the barpow ngnds were Stlll upstandlng

Y

St Joseph pointed out the llkely exxstence of a cemetery of at least
tweo dozen graves between the W end of the barrow cemetery and the

causewayed ‘camp. These have never been conflrmed and dated by excwyvation,
but ,the possible graves VlSlble on aeripl, photographu are aligned N-S like

thése in the_ﬁomano -British. cemetery 400m to the E excavated in 1945.

{Atkinson 1952-53) (Excavations in 1983 showed the cemetery to bé -

Romano-British: pers comm R. Chambers). R .

.
Also in thls area is an extensive spread of small square or’

Snb—rectangular marks. St Joseph suggested that these mlght befthe result

of smali-scale grayel dlgglngs It seems more likely that they are in
fact, the cropmarny of Saxon sunken huts, an intérpretation which “is
supported by the dlscovery of/5¢m11ar features "during house bu1ld1ng~
1mmedlateiy uO hhe NW (Avery & Brown 1972) (conflrmed as. sunken huts in
1963) ( "

) On the First Terracé and floodplain beloy Barton Court Farm the_
Ablngdon Archaeologlcal‘Soc1ety, in the early 1979s, located and partially
excavated Neollthlc, Iron Age, and Roman features in gravel pits near
Thrupp House Farm Other small~scale excavations were carried out by

Radley Scho%} ‘at a Romano-British site 1.2km NW of Barton Court Farm and by

~, )
Caldecott School under Barton Manor. D

In 1972 the Abingdon Excavation Commlttee mounted a programme of

excavation on various 51tes within the Lown centre. It was felt that a

~ small market town -like Ablngdon 'should not. be studied in <isolation~but

within 1ts rural hinterland. Added validity was given to this argument‘by
Fhe fact that the rural belt“ayound the town was in the progess of rap1d
destruction - In particular, large hou51ng estates were planned and gravel’
extraction was in progress along51de the Thames, both NW and S of the taown.
The opportunity to examine the town and its exceptionally rich outskirts
coherently was one>that would have disappeaned by the late 1970s.

The Barton Court/Barrow Hills/Thrupp archaeologicai’complex'was

inevitabiy going to be lost in the gravel quarries of Thrupp, and in

- proposed housing devlopments and road schemes. In 1972 it was decided tivat

»
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-

the Barton Cou>¢ Farm cropmarks should be excavated as a redevelopment

programme on the 51te, 1nvolV1ng the oonstructlon of SbO houses, was

1mm1nent ‘ T 43? < e B
- e

" With & llmlted budget of £S5OO for the Ylnan01al year 19/2773 the

de01slon was taken to. carry out a watchlng brlef only at Thrupp Farm and

thls is stlll conbinu1ng 1n 1980 : . j : ;," - | )
o . e ’ - ‘ : - ; . . [ S

I1.3 THE CROPMARKS : R .

- .

.The potent;al of the 51te can best be seen by a brlef analy51s of ‘the .

iaerlel photographs (see Fig 1).' on the ba51s of the photographs several

phases of'occupation are appa;ent in whlch the major features appear to be
(not necessarlly in- chronologlcal order): o . - »,
1A dltched enclosure” w1th NW-SE ax1sj its substantial ditches (dbout
. - 2m wide) becomlng sllghﬁer on the W 51de o i
2 ,A*checkerboard pattern of\reetangular enclosures Bounded by a-.

stralght sxded ditch whith on the E side runs along the edge of the .

: Sutﬁon soil (showing as a llghter area in the photograph).. At the NE -

corner there seems to be .an entrance.with a trackway runnlqg NV
, toWardsvthe Bénréw Hills area. Breaks'in the intennal linear
" features suggest engranccs w1th1n the compleX. 6n its W side'fhe
boundarv dltCh of this block of enclosures is dlfflcult to deflne

exactly as there are several linear features on the same NW axxs,”

- almost c01nc1d1ng with the present—day fleld boundary. On the S 51de
there are slight traces of curvmllnear f%atures, appapently
‘assocxated w1th the main regular grid, but these rapldIy dlsappear in
' the less favourable Isle;Abbots soil on the terrace slope. L
3 In the SW corner of ‘the maln field contalnlng cropmarks, features‘
belongln% to several phaoes overlap. The cdrner of an enplosure on a
sllghtly different ax1s (NNE SSW) “to the previous ones_suggests a

L

thxrd phase of occupatlon . .
a4 A.substantlal linear feature runs froém the SW corner of the present
main ‘fiéld, NW.just 1n51de the fleld boundary After about:130m 1t
T ~ turns E and runs across$. o Daisy Banks o L o
' é In the E half of the maln field, o the moxster Isle Abbots soil,
parallel lines of furro;s-can be seen nunnxﬂgﬁENE—wswl These- seem to
1ndicate cultlvatlon strips, about 12m wide. 3?pey do/hot appear.on_

the lighter Sutton s6il. - : C e

N

2:A10
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. . . 6 A small rectangular enclosure adjacent to the N field boundary and on
“ e et ,,: b Y m a e e e s o ot )
i e the same axis. It appears to ‘have a central enfrance on its S side.
.y
B ) . 7 Many other features of a less coherént kind can.be seen 1n the

e TR = A — e S S

photographs, some of these\seem to be natural subs01l 1rregular1t1es,

- . . . 3
pits, small-scale gravel dlgglngs recent cult atlo” marks, and land

5 a
9

. : . . drains. g\bh hlgﬁ 1ght..a§‘a result of excavatlon, it is p0531ble to. -

£ see.and/or make sense of several cropmarkifeatures, such as the SOlld
" , dark rectangle which indicates the cellar of the‘Romano—Brltlsh villa
) bullding, but comparison between the aerial photograph and the
' - excavation plan will ‘show the poten Llally high level of information
available in the:fprme;. s .
II.4 THE OXFORD ”RCHAEOLOCICAL UNIT ; : - )
v - In 1973 after Qpe first season s work at Barton Court Farm, local

government reorganlzatlon resulted in the  transfermence of Ablngdon and the Vale

-I‘ -I. = |l.:‘ — = £
N Ol Tne:wnitvg Nuz S5€ 11rom

|« QY JINS T3 o~
ber Hb[l.l.I I

a 2 .L .1. Y aan Ao [ YOI P QUpt piy L.V\A
C in L,-U ne \JUUllby UXiorasnire. (&) k,UJ.llb-LUC R

‘with ths{ the organlzatlon of* local archaeology was radlcally altered. In

place of the prollferatlng local ‘excavation committees, a single umbrella

1 8 TN e

nrcan ation,, thp Oxfordshire Archaeo logical‘committee with its-execubive arm,

the Oxf ordshlre Archaeologlcal Unit, became responsnble for rescue archaeology

W1th1n the new County (Cunllffe et al 1974). S
s - .

_ One of Lhe most pressing tasks facing the new Unlt was the produdtion of a
survey of the Upper Thames Valley gravels ih order to assess the archaeolog: tal

prio

T U T U PO VO 2SS | £dt o
l'Lb.l.t:b WL LIILY une counuy (diid, 1L wads

=y

£
4

@]

éd, ULyUllu} The pr oduction

meant ‘that the Oxfordshire

.

op
this survey inbearly 1974 (Benson & Miles 1974
' e &

wider view of the needs of rural =

archaeology in the Upper Thames Valley, pinpoint zones where preservation-was
. .boLh desirable -and practlcable, and focus attention on those areas where

fleldwork and excavatlon were llkely to be most useful prior to redevelopment.
. The survey hlghllghted the Abingdon area in 4eneral and Barton Gourt
Farm/Barrow Hxlls in particular (Benson & Mlles 1974, 59, 87—90)‘as requiring

- U IR R S SRR S S : A - T,

\s the opportunity was

fO'I

available, ‘it was dec1ded to extend the work at Barton Court Farm. In

-

— addition, watchxng brxef was maxntalned at Thrupp Farm and other nearby pits,

" an excavation was mounted long tLe llne of a new road acrosg Barrow Hills
e (Parrington 1977), field=walking and asrial survey were carried out, and a
) Turﬁher lerge~scale excavation was .completed ‘on an Iron Agc settlement at
o . Ashvills Tx_‘adlng:‘Ehtalte W ol‘ Abigdon‘ (Parrington 1978).

= - a Toa - . ”
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-~ . MWJ. The Excavation . . . S A .
LT Excavatlon‘began in August 1972 wlth an average of flfteen people

. .
Tor six. weeks Work was continued in the w1nter of 1972 73 by four staff
3 14

S fyrahd voluhleers from local schools and soC1et1es on Lhe prlncxpal o

.,
‘»
~

"Romano- Brltlsh bu1ld1ng in advance of the supposedly 1mm1nent )

o i . ‘development In June 1973 a,further 51x -week, season w1¢h flfteen pcop‘e ‘A’L
' B was completed In May 1974, as the, 51te was Llll availab&e, the area E
< "< and’'S of the v1lla buildings was excavated and 'a second ?omanohBrltlsh

V ‘ - bu1ld1ng located . Elght Lo twelve people work d for three months In
PN April 19‘? a small- scale excavatlon was mounted wlth volunteers €rom
Lulham College of Further Educatlon to locate the corners of samé of the
\-‘ ’ ‘botanrcal mater1aL»was dlscovereo

o ~ . . -

- v As a reésult of the cont1nu1ng delay in the bu1ld1ng operatlons, a

o~

. enc]osures v1s1ble as cropmarks; a deep Romano Brltlsh well 'with rlch \\\;\\;‘

’ reassessment of the site s“archaeologlcal potential was/ carried out and
the dec1s10n taken to extend the excavatlon substantlal]y to the S. 'As a
s
' result an average of ten staff and volunteers worked for six months from

Aprll 1976. Observatlon continued durlng bulldlng-work inh 1977. >

0 .

X " TII.1- METHOD OF-bchVATION

A number df trenches Was excavated.entlxely by hand in qudern to‘
establish tne character of the 5011 and the stratigraphy, especlally in 7
" an area 10m X 50m on Lhe W part of the site. Smaller trenches weré dug

L . by hand in a number of other areas to-determinethe variations of S

ad - 3 P

E ' santlgraphy The larger part of lhe ,$ike was. stripped by machine.
| " After some initial experlmentatlon it was found that. the most relrable('
" ' method was to use a JCB IIIC *preferably equ1pped with'.a Loothless 5
S ditching bucket on it% back ‘acter. Th;s pLocedur dld not require the
A .machine to run on fhe'strippéd area; instead lhe operator wds able to
peel off the topsoxl with conslderable accuracy, placxng the earth 1nto
orje of Lwo dumper trucks. Two workers axmed wdth shovels were able to - -
:\ ) : observe t/g t@psoxl stripping and cope wlth any loose materxal 1hls
process left a clean undlsturbed gravel surface ‘in which ﬁeaLurcs mostly

showed very clearly. 2
< N C oy g .

o ) s
b

l q' B : “3:A
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After machlnihg, the area was Carefu&iy trowelled over and often
sprayed w1th wateg, partlcularly in dry° weather. Because many features
showed clearly in 11ght coIoﬁred calcareous gravel xt was temptlng to
agcept blank areas at. thelr face value, most of the post holes, in fact,
only appeared after per51stent and careful searchlng 7 . . .

Over most of the 51te topsoil cover was extremely thln\(average.‘

20 30cm) and modern ploughlng had penetrated to the gravel surface..

Consequently removal of the soil by maohlne was permissable.

P

oA lynchet had been bu1lt up across the 51te, runnlng E—W presérviﬁEﬁ

the only, zone of vertlcal stratlgraphy up. to Im deep (see Flg 38). Much

of thls-area was—excavdked by hand in particular Bulldlng 2 and the

t

whole of . the Romano—Brltlsh farmhouse.. North and south of the lynchet
the* top501l became progressively thlnner, creatlng a sllght bowl effect
at the base of which modern ploughlng had ‘been most destructlve (Mlles
1980) Much of the lynchet was’ dellberately left&unexcavated in order to

preserve it.as a landscape feature and boundary through the present

o,
- L -
- - .‘)0 P R : .

x . . (s

hou51ng estate g N i‘ U . - 2
z 4\1 ’

“III.2 THE RATIONALE OBETHE§E§§AVATION ‘ L

= Y s S

The approach to the ex avatlon was essentlally a pragmatlc one,
conducted on a yearhto—year ‘basis, stlmylated by a certaln amount of

wlshful'thlnklng but governed by ver llttle medlum—to long—term

“planfiing. The reasons for- thls SHortcomIng were twofold In the flrst

1nstance only three months ‘were avatﬂible to. éarry out the excavation on

E ja,sxte where the deveIOpers 1ntended to.build a large number of houses in

as short a- time as p0551ble, the. subs', emmkstﬁmp in the’ hou51ng ma;ket

prov1ded an unforeseen~bup welcome opponﬁ, to extend the ) ; S

s a second variaﬁle,

'archaeological-programme' DoE'annual funaxng wi

'gyhxch meant that prophecy needek\/9 be as strpnﬁfan element in a flex1ble'

’research de51gn as. plannxng Consequently, &héggxpavatlon was approached

'conservatlvely wlth a series of llmited shorthtunmillms p0551ble within

,each year's budget : -

Inxtlally a. trench 60 X 30m was opened up fi’

art 'of the site

:(Fig 38) The principal aim was to reveal the- phaseﬁ

%cchpation‘on'the
site, and the ‘aerial photogpaphs showed the ‘maximum nuibar of overlapping

senclosure ditches ifn-this area. The [irst season eucceeded in thls‘

» a

» limited aim as all the subsequent major phases were represented in the

trench. - ‘rhe edge of the Romnno-—BriLish building appeared in Lhe rirst,

, 3:A3



aeason and an advance on the followlng,year s grant from the DGE enabled ?‘

excavation ii the whole bullding to take place durlng the wxnter of ‘

1972 73

. . | —

Beoause of the developer s 1n1t1ally rapld programme the Whole N~

part ‘of the 51te Was not a%a1lab1e fdr excavation, except for-one small “ .

ch. The opportunltyvto contlnue th& excavation from 1973 enabled the

s to be reassessed and the subsequent exten51ons of the excavated

- . - - >

S S areas were de51gnedfto examine, the 1nter10rs of the Iron Age and Early
Romano—%g}tlsh enclosures,»clarlfy the functlon of - the paddocks around
-the Romano‘Brltlsh v1lla, looate the Saxon settlement ascertaln the

it .extent of settlement as . .a whaole on the.51te in relatlon to the

surroundlng 50115 and to a lesser extent attempt to find traees of

“ an01ent flelds The preSence on the site from 1973 of threeb101001sts

also epabled us speelflcally»to recover env;ronmental data with the'

: poss1b111ty of "the samples belng properly analysed The blologlcal

L

ev1dence was felt to be a partlcularly 1mportant aspect of the study of

Upper Thames Valley as @ whole. - 'f_ . L -

- B - 9

'III.3 THE NEOLITHIC OCCUPATION (Fig 39) - N

v '

III 3. 1 Neollthlc features (Flgs 40 & 41)

s A'f,'i '_ Not all of~ the twelve hundred or so features on the ‘site could be
7 _ 1dent1f1ed as belonélng to speciflc periods” of occupatxon, but six small
o plts or posthaﬂesjdgn*fﬁe evidence of pottery (mainly Grooved Ware) and
;1. _'i 5011 type in their flll represent late Neollthlc settlement A further
I , “three features contaxnlng fllnt materlal only may belqng to . this perlod T

and “two postholes contalnlng Neollthlc pot are- thought to be Saxon., in® 7

Awdate, (41Kl " The: age of other features, lacklng oultural material, : N

'cannot be dxagnosed an-the ev1dence of thelr soil type alone The

< . features are descrlbed in numerical order and sectlons appear on Fig 41 (3 A8) .

. - Feature numbers are those used in the orlglnal slte record Sgll colours

S a are descrxbed using Munsell’ notation. - A

- s -

544 (Flgs 81, A1) . Clrcular pit, 1. 3m dxa, 0.8m deep (from gravel

. . S surnme) cut by & 1ace Romano-British ditch 543; ' verticahsmed
: D flat-bottomed with complex layers of reddish brown saridy loam and )

. . gravel. 0.15m from: the base of the pit was &’ concentrated layer of.-
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of Neolithic features

Fig l1
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[ - . .
Wt R ‘ .‘:- -
. - carbonized material 0.05m thick tontaining plant remains. Pottery,
_ - X L. : r) 2 . Lot
i ) © flint, and animal bone: found throughaut’ the feature, includlng a red -

N .

N deer antler, which was used as a sample\{or radiocarbon d

- . T 780 (Flgs 81, 41) Circular feature, 0.75m dia, 0.21m deep; Sloping

sides and rounded bottom. Brown loamrﬂill contained flint and bone.

v
3

865 (Figs 83, 41) Clrcular plt,,l 2m dia. 0. 70m deep,'U shaped
profile, bellin qn-ﬁ sidey cnﬁ by Romano—Brltlsh\dltch 853 Dark
reddish—- brown (SYR3/4) Sandy loam flecked with charcoal, -
intermixed with 1ayers of . gravel and clay; layer bflgraVel on

base. Contained flint and bone. - -\\;\\;__

L 866-4F1gs 84 Al) Circular bif 0.9m dia, O. AOmrdeen; natural

. conoretLQn ‘on E side with-erosion of gnavel above and below it,.

s

T - resulted in belled profile. Dark reddish-brown sandy loam Wlth some

gravel: contained flint, quartz1te pebbles, and bonp

(radiocarbon sample)

. 902 (Fig 83, 41)- Small ‘circular posthole, 0. 45m dla, O 2bm deep,

flattenede—shaped proflle. Brown sandy loam contalned fllnt

-~

. . L™~ - - :
1084 & 1085 (Fig 8A) Two small postholes contalnlng Neollthlc pot
but belleved to be Saxon feabures (see 111.8.2.6)

-,

.
1132 (Flg 82) Oval plt 0 .64m X 0. 70m, O 23m deep, flattened -

- U—shaped p{oflle. Dark reddlsh—brown (5YR3/273/3) sandy‘loam
. 'cpntalned pottery and flint,

1172 (Flg 86) Shallow c1rcular feature, 0.50m d1a, 0. 1Gm deep,r

&

reddlsh—brown sandy loam and gravel flll contalned pottery

2A4 (Flg 85) Small¢c1rcular plt, 0. 65m dia, 0. 128 dcep, dark '
f‘ ; ' - reddlsh brown sandy loam and grqyel contained pottery, burnt bone,
burnt’ fllnt flakes, and fragments of fired clay; The sherds seemed
to representoone or more inverted bowls, yhose bases had been L»
removed by modern ploughing Carbodonized materlal beneath the pot

may be ‘the reiains of the contents.

£




- IF1.3.2° Dating - o . T

had

. .
. . ©

The ceramlc and fllnt assemblages suggest that these’ features belong
to the late Neollthlc _ Thls is confirmed by two”radlocarbon dates, dne
;from antler in p1t 544, the other from bone in plt 865/3 These-produced

- uncallbrated-dates of ¢ 1960 bc and ¢ 2080 bc respectlwely or a '

III 3.3 Dlscussxono S ‘
T In “the Brltlsh lowland zone the ‘evidence for late Neolithic
'settlements consxsts almost entlrely of pits, hearths,‘and spreads of

debrls (McInnes 19717 It is generally assumed that structures were of a
fsufflclently insubstantial- type to leave llttle or no trace, ldke Indlan
tipis (Megaw & Simpson. 1979 148) or that sub-aerial denudation and

'ploughlng have removed’ the surfaces that contained the evidence. It is¥

now well know from *the excavatlons of ‘later. perlod settlements that S .

‘
substantlal tlmber structures need leave little or no archiaeological

trace. The lack of evxdence on’ Grooved Ware sites need .not imply flimsy F
< , . a . LT . -
) structures ) .. ) e . . . -
(f_.ex , The late NeOlltth features at-Barton Court Farm are faxrly typlcall'_

] They conSLSt of. small pits’ or postholes contalnlng bone, fllnt and plant debrls

* spread over about 0.6ha, mostly,along the edge of the Second Gravel Terrace. \
Wainwright & Longworth (1971,‘234—306) list 116 sites jwhichihave '
‘produced Grooved Warer(or“Rinyo—Clacton wafe, dependlng«on the fashion in

l ceramic terhinology) _ Over half of them are’ represented by plts Wlth

AR apparently domestic debris.

On the Yorkshire Wolds a number’Bf sxtes, such as Flamborough and

ro® North Carnaby Temple, have: sxmllar features to Barton Court Farm

dlstrlbutedoveracomparable area (Manby 1974). Ten plts ‘with Grooved'
o
Ware: have also been recorded at sites along the northern .edge of the

Chilterns, notably at Puddlehill (Matthews 1976) several containing

carbonized hazelnuts and with wlld aurochs and . domestlc p1g domlnant

- =

among the animal’ bone samples. '} S : ;"" _
R o Most late Neollthxc pits are small and have been?used to bury R
- . diecarded rubbish (Wadinwright & Longyorth 19?1, 250)." It s sometlmes
assumed that Neolithic pits or at least. ‘the leirger onves,\wére used .for
grain atoruge, though until rscently no Groeved Ware pit had prodUCed -

B cnrbonizud gruln (Fleld Q\)al 1964). The Barton Court Farm. pits are

~ - N .
re - B
- B & s

L o ) . .

‘¢alibrated date of. about 2500 BC (see 4.@6 ). . y N

-.r'ﬁ‘“ )
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mostLy small 'Only the“largeét (544 865, 1866) seem sultable for . the PR

Storage of graln or other fooastuffs The carbonized plant remaxns

o

e

wh;ch lncluded_cereals (10: A3), were found in the larger pits but also in

“very small features (such as 1244 under anerted bowls ).

. - -
: -~ o [4
= - . L

) The plant rema;ns are p0551bly dlSCarded rubblsh from crop processyng

.A% or casual burnlng rather t;an stored materlal burnt in sltu,:ylth the’

possxble exceptxon of those 1n plt 544 Alternatlvely;these deposits may

.be of a regular rltual nature. Many other Grooved Ware sites record pltS

T ﬁlth mlxed and burnt debrls; it seems likely that systematlc sieving would
have produced plant remains from, some of these 1t it had been carried out.
‘Reoent cereals have appeared on other, Grooved Ware~51tes Skara Brae in- Orkney
'(Clarke 1976), - Mount“Farm, Berlnsfleld Oxfordshlrel and- Down Farm,

»
Woodcutts, Dorset (M Jones, forthcomlng)‘

. . - - » - T
S s S :
oot 'In the Upper Thames region the lateé Neolithic ‘and early Bronze-Age

are most clearly represented by ceremonial #%tes and burials. Major foci
are known at Lechlade (cursus a%barrows) ﬁlbley Farm, Eynsham (beaker )
Acemetevy) Stanton Harcourt (Dev11 s Qu01ts ‘henge monument and barrows)

~~ﬂr‘aytor,;-/Sutton Courtenay (cursus and barrows) Dorchester (Blg Rings

] henge monument smaller henges, cursus, and barrows) and North Stoke
(cursus and barrows ) - (Benson & Miles 1974; Atkinson et al 1951; Case &
‘Whittleq forthcoming). At Barrow Hills the presenoé of the)barroy -
cefetery adjadent to the tausewayed campf whioh contained Gro¥ved Ware in

its upper fill, may lndlcate a contf%ulty of. social, economic, and
relxgxous act1v1ty in the a}ea Grooved Ware has been found recently in
a small henge at Corporation Farm, south of Ablngdon (Henderson 1973) and
. in a pit (probably not domestlc) on Ablngdon Common (Balkwill 1978).
' o dn contrast late Neollthlc settlement sites are relatlvely rare.
- Plts of thls period have béen found at Sutton Courtenay (Leeds 1923;
‘f" . 1934), Stanton Harcourt (Case 1963) Casslngton Pit 1 (Wainwright &
‘ Longworth 1971 282), and CaSSLngton,'Tolley's Pit (Leeds 194@:45—6),
Roughground Farm and The Loders, Lechlade (Jomes 1976) A Grooved Ware
pit has recently been excavated at Mount Farm, Berlnsfleld whxch also
I t"contaxned carbonized plant materxal (M Jones. pers comm) All theée

B .

features have eppeared durlnﬁ extensive tOpsoil stripplng of know sites

of other periods. It seems lfkely that this type of settlement will e

continuc to appear 8s a by product of Careful large -scale excavatxon It

PR : > : . - e

e . > ’\\\ ¥
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'j‘#’/moutly.bthfgoved Ware, while one feature yielded :emaihé of bowl# of the,

is difficult'to orientate towards this, t?pe of site. spedifical}&,geven

.

when act1v1ty areas are idolated by fleldwalklng (eg Cowell & Miles

¥
1980}, owlng to the extenslve -and- sl;ght nature of the remalns

The materlal from the Barton Gourt Farm plts glves only a limited

picture of “the economlc act1v1t1es of . the settlement The fired clay/\»

from plt 1244 may be resldue from pottery manufacturlng on the 51ter The -

flint assemblage is typlcal w1th scrapers predomlnant ut111z1ng

‘poor- quallty local fllnt pebbles but pr1n01pally ma{erlal from the chalk

downs to the south. A bone awl could have been used in leather worklng.
The carbonlzed plant remains are the most 1mportant material from

the 51te The bread wheat, emmer, and.barley suggest that the soils of"’

: the local gravel terraces were cultlvated though <o what extent cannot

be estlmated - Unfortunateyy the six taxa 'of weedy species do.nhot give

.much lnformatlon about the spec1f1c areble env1ronment The ‘ditches'’

~ - ya ‘a .
found beneath barrow.Z of the Barrow Hills group and visible on aerial
L - ‘

photographs couldd}epresent field enclosureswof early 2nd millennium/date

(Parrington 1977) but are more likely to be periglacial. featuresﬁ

Hazelnut and apple plps 1ndlcate that local woodland was still

'utlllzed for food products. The anlmal bones support this general

"all of them., woodland, arable, pasture and riverside.

picture of a mlxed farming economy utilizing the natural resources.

Piés, which predominate in the albeit small bone sample with 181 bone
fragments, were. probably dependent on the local woodland for pannage.
The red deer antler is also llkely to have come from the same source,

Cattle (20 fragments) and sheep (17 fragments) are present though less

well’ represented. The 51ngle pike bone is not surprlglng at a site go

close to the river, though it is suggested that this could be intrusive<
Huntlng in the river marglns is indicated by mallard bone From the -

lxmlted data base that we have the general impression is of, a communlty

"51ted at the margxn of a varlety of‘natural nesources and maklng use of

IS

- ’ -

-2 ‘. .

III.4 .THE NEOLITHIG FINDS * SO ‘A R Wwhittle

v,

TII.471 Pottery (Fig 42)- Lo

S S h e
N .

K A little over lkg of:-Neolithic pottery was found in eight features

" at BértonfCourt‘Farm.' The majority of the sherds are lafer Neolithic:

®
-

A}

- . 3:A12



v - - Fig 42 Neolithic pottery and a bone tool: .
' : ... ndumbered according to feature :

.-
>
. - . -
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- ,Peterborongh tradltlon, in the Mortlake style, ong shouldered %herd w1tH '

- . shell- fxlled fabrlc appears aken to the earller Neollthlc Ablngdon style‘
4 pottery of the’ adgacent causewayed cdmp. In addition, a further 100g, of -,

pottery were found in three of the features, mixed with the abOVe,}fOF .
Y < .C.

" whi¢h no certaim affinities £exist, though one, sherd'may.belong to Beaker,

L] 7 . ' . *
s . Peterborough, or Grooved Ware pottery.
AY - B N . .
R S ~ . ) . ’ R . SR } . . ‘
10 LU TITLA.11 Earlier Neoslithié pot:,.e.rlv S o R g
- ‘ Ve e

1172 (shallow pit) 1 shoulder sﬁerd C10g7 ) Light-brown exterior

Ll

dark brOwn_core and interior. Smooth though sllghtly weathered exterlor
surface, interior- surface partly destroyed /Compact fabrlc w1§p dense =1

rshell flller 3mm, ooca31onally 8mm y, wlth also Oeca51onal flxnb~flller .
!)‘. ) - B - - . \, '

5mm. . . . . - . o

: - Though the fabric alone is not dlagnostlc,,the Comblnatlon of . the
\l - . gqule carlnatlon and the shell— and flint- fllled fabrlc suggests close

afflnltles with the pottery from.ithe adgacent Ablngdon causewayeq camp

"(Case 1956 Case & Whittle, forfhoomlng) é S e
o Co Note that three other sherds from, the same plt may belong to GrOOVed
« \ Ware’ pottery"v ‘ 'C . S R - N
- ‘ - . ) ) P . S o
h III 4 1.2 Grooved Ware gottery' . . ' L L f

. e

544 (small plt) 20 small and somewhat weathered sherds énd other
crumbs (140g) 1nclud1ng a pointed, lnternally bevelled rlms (Fig 42) and
a possxble flat base nght ~brown exterdor dark core, light~brown to
: T grey interibr.. Crumbly fabrlo with medlum dense shell and flint flller

e, » '4mm. MaJorlty are decorated ‘the rlm—sherds and 6 others with rough,

‘ slashed hor1z0ntal oordons, the rest with flnger—nall rust;catlon (no

« Y &

sherd,has a comblnaton) Two of the rlms have two small : grooVed linés on

their 1nner bevelled surface, and one. of these has also strlps of clay

applled to the rim xtself The . other two rlms are plaln 1nternally,

B

‘ p0551bly two bowls are represented : L

" The deqpratnon is typlcal ‘The’ combinatlon of horlzonbal_cordons,
¢ ) the raised rim strlps, and the rim form xtself suggest oloSe affxn}tles
with the Woodlands sub-style as defired by Walnwrlght & Longwoth (197&)

though rustication is usually~mbaent in the sbyle.i A similar sherd from -
. . . . N
Lo B Ki - S ’

.
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' Roughground Farm, near Lechlade, higher up the Upper Thames (MU Jones

1976 flgr2 1), suggests that “the addltlon of rustlcatlon is a local

) -
PP .

A varxant‘of the sub—style : - A : “ N

v 865 (bell—shaped plt)q52tsmalxw nweathered sherds (AOg) .

- . IS

- Light-brown exterlor, dark core and 1nter10r.' Smooth surfaces. Crumply

' fabric with dense shell flller 6mm" 8—aﬁéﬁﬁéco?ated' 1 with & - ‘. A N
o . ] .

SR, nustlcatlon, 7 thhﬁslashed condons .Ln,two*casesfw1th transverse nicks -

~ e -

e ;'Q;cross them. Similar aff1n1t1es~to 544 w1th the. Woodlands sub—style but‘
° note agaln the presencaibf a typlcal rustlcatlon (FLg 42). S By
1085 (small posthole or plt) 5 well preserved sherds (180g) ‘:‘ - ‘
i < _including 1 flat—toped.and sllghﬁly everted rim.. Dark brown to dark
:sufféceé and core. . Well preserved- surfaces, made’ uneven by flller
shwang Hard fabric w1th dense fllnt and quartz flller 8mm. The =~ - -
L . ,largest body sherd has a promlnent vert;cal cordon, apparently endlng (at
.the break of the sherd) at a knob or Junction with another cordon (Flg
42). E - , , .
iSuch decofg?ion is %ypical of the Dnrfingtop Walls sub~style,_aé ;. . F'
) ,defirfzéd by Wainwsight & Longworth (1971), .though ‘the rim is unusual for '
its out-turned form. The thickness of the sherds suggests a lafge
bucket—gﬁéped pot typical of the’ sub—style. PR . ;L

1132. (small plt) 10 reasonably preserved body sherds (300g) ap toe

18mm thlck . nght—brown to reddlsh brown extenior, grey core,. .

Iight—brown interior. Smoothed though uneven surfaces. Hard sandy

'fabrlc wlth _medium’ dense quartz filler 5mm, thh occasxonal grog Smm. - .
3 decorated w1th applled cordons (one certalnlx horlzontal) with crude - ‘
eflnger—tlp 1m9ressxons (Flg a2).

S

1&‘3.— ' The dectrated cordons ‘are agaln a trait diagnostic of the Durrlngton

‘. Walls sub- style' a ‘large bucket~sha§ed pot is- probably agaln represented s .

s fi" .!-. 1070 . (7). 2 damaged flat—topped rim sherds (20g). Dark surfaces and

core. Surfaces smooth. Frlable, sllghtly soapy fabrlc w1th medlum dense

V,V‘: ’ fllnt and. quartz flller 6mm . N e

»
. —— s — .
-

These are probably Grooved Ware sherds, by comparlson with the'ﬁ ek

/<

fébric of those in'1085 the rim-form is. not upcommon in GrodVed Ware. .
4

:potteny (Flatténed rims, though never 80 thick, also occur at thé’

1Abingdcn causcwayed camp, where a stone—gritted fabric is prcsent in a

S _—
. minorihy (Cuse 1956 Case & Whittle, forthcoming) The fabric is-also
. c ‘o
reminlscent of local Peterborough pottqry ). . . o .

s o - o ) R - -
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- 1084° (9) 2 dark heav1ly fllnt grltted body shends (AOg) the better

‘ -preserved lcm thlck Probably Grooved War'e by comparison with the sherds

in 1085. .

= s,

Another sherd from this feature has uncertaln afflnltles, though it
is, probably Neolithic. - . o N -

7 1172 (small plt) 1 reasonably preserved body sherd and\Q crumbs ,
(10g), the sherd 1lmm thick. nght—brown exterior, dark core and v
.1nter10r Smoothed though uneven surfaces 3Compact fabric with medipm

dense fllnt and quartz flller “Bmm.

IR S ‘
y The fabrlc appears comparable with that of other Grooved Ware

pottery above. -

‘e
.

B . 1244 (small plt) 18 pborly‘preserved sherds and other crumbs3
" (BOOg) includ{i

.

'f 5 rlmS. probably 3 bowls represented. Browd exterior

and lnterior, Y Vcoref Smooth surfaces though “quite weathered Soapy
) crﬂmbly fabric(wfzh'nedium dense shell and quartz—flller 5mm, w1th

ocoaeional;grog. Smm . 15 sherds decorated, .and apparently also the e

111.4.1.3 ?eterborough potberz i . - - o '..: .

‘f '-majority of the fragmentary crumbs . Three blg“flat—topped T-shaped rims, .

i

one above a hlgh narrowed neck and thlckened body, have a lattice motif’
of: fllled trxangles, made. ‘with' 1mpressed cord.. (Flg 42, 1244.1,2);

the largest éherd this’ 15 comblned with very weathered sllghtly dlagonat
T*t?ilnes on the body, made from larger twlsted cord Another rim, badly

preserved has 1nternal beadlng and a °f1at top (Fig 42 1244 L, 2) it'lf
has horlzontal lines on the body, probably o£,§w15ted cord - the last rdm
) _has a sxmple rounded . top decorated wlth a deeply impressed herrlngébone

. motlf (hot lllustrated) The body sherds are decorated with bands of
« 1
short cord—;mpressed lines, arranged in herrlng—bone fashlon or one above
ST
.the other._ One badly weathered serd has a confused pattern of © LT

intersectlng 1fggaJ probably origlnally cord—lmpressed too. - LR

, The rims and decoratxon are typmcal of Peterborough pottery, and .
. partlcularly of the Mortlake Btyle (Piggott 1954 309 Smith 1974, 112)
which has been record\g geveral times_ln the Qxford reglon for examplem
' Dorobescer ui*e:i'bAtkinson ot al Lgsx)f Tuckwell's Pit, Cassington

Linch Hru Stahton Harcourt {Leeds 1940, 6-98).

B
B . .. -

«

A.;y B (Lnads 1934, 278), Foxley Farm, Eynshah- (Bradford & Morris 1941, 85), angd -

e

PR



: 111 4.1.4 Possxble Neolithic pottery

1244 (small plt) With the Mortlake bowls (Flg 42) a small sherd
2 x 43 1.5cm), 1nter10r surface damaged - nght orange—brown fabric with

< - sparse crushed grog flller, exterlor surface smooth Decoratedgwlth

shallow parallel grooved llnes. ’ . i . ~

.-The colour, fabrlc,.end decoration Suggest possible‘afflnities with
Beaker‘pottery; grooued as opposed’ to notched or stamped'lines.sre‘ .
W characteristic of Late Beakers in the region (as defined by Case 197/)
’ The plece mlght ‘also belong to Peterborough or Grooved ‘Ware in whlch ‘

< 51m11ar decoratlon occurs, though the fabric is unusual for those

traditions. - ’ ' - Co CuL S .

' 544 (bell shaped p1t) With Grooved Ware. .9 small weathered sherds
o (20g), up to 15mm§thlck Very sandy orange-red fabric, with one pale -
s l, reddlsh smooth surface infrequently preseryed. Date uncertein; perhaps
‘ - - _-.again reflred - o o . . ‘ ‘
o 1084 (7) 1 mugg;weathered ‘sherd (5 X 3cm) nght brown exterlor,

dark coreisnd lnterlor. The exterlor surfaoe is unusually contorted and

‘uneven Probably Neollthlc by comparlson with either the 51mllarly

fllled Grooved Ware or the main é!grlc of the ceusewayed camp ‘ . .“‘
. s III.A.?.A - Discussion. . gL . :
e LI - , 554 . : o

Both the Grooved Ware and the Mortlake style bowls could- on present
. . 1ndlc;tlons be contemporaneous, and may date (oh the uncorrected
radiocarbon chronology) to’ the verylznd of the 3 mlllennlum bec or a.
little 1ater (Smith 1974) If the sherd in feature 1244 of uncertaln L
° . ’ attrxbutlon does belong to the local Late Beaker style, a sllghtly later
. o date of 1800 be or later’ may be suggested for it by comparlson with ‘other
parts. of southern England,- though no dates are. dlrectly avallable for the'
- - Oxford reglon itself and all threetradltions could have been current at
: this date. The probably Ablngdon style sherd belongs to the earller
NeolithiC' ’ adiocarbon dates from the inner ditch of the causewayed camp
F:suggest occupation in ‘the first half of the Brd mlllennlum bc, bot hardly
later, though a handful of Beaker, Peterborough "and Grooved Ware sherds
were recovered from the upper. phrts of the outer ditch and uncertain
! positions in the inner (Cpse 1958,.fig 3.18, -glg 4,30, 35, 36). This
}11' shErd is-likely then to have beeh 2 remhent perhaps "from Occupbtion or '
uctlvit3f0utslde “the likely confinen of the enclosure,itseif. A sherd of

: ow I . » K -

. - " 3py

I



'close proxxmity in the Oxford reglon, as*' occupatlon 51tes at

~of the Late Beaker cemetery at Ca551ngton (Leeds 1934, 272) and in the

fBeaker pottery 1§ only known from domestlc contexts, however, belonglng

vl
..80-1), and the presence. of both on the same 51te, as at Vicarage Field,

’perhaps a local Upper: Thames varlatlon. B R

II1.4.2 ,Othef-fipgd‘é-lay, R ST e

s - : £y

_SLmllar fabric was found in the central pit of ring-ditch 15 in the

adgacent Barrow Hills fleld Radley, assocxated with a Late Beaker flint .
scattered earller neolithlc act1v1ty beyond the enclosure "Later
Neollthlc sherds in the enclosure ditches: may mlrror thlS sxtuatlon.

Grooved Ware ‘and Peterborough pottery have regularly been“found 1n

R "

Casslngton or Stanton Harcourt (Case and Whlttle, forthcomlng); -or at the

'Dorchester monuments (Atklnson et al 1951) Beaker burlals are frequent

A

in_ these areas, and-Peterborough pottery was apparently fﬁund in ‘grave . 7

s

prlmary silts. of some rlng—dltches in the reg1on (Case 1963 41-7).

to the Late style, at Cassxngton (Case et al 1964/5 59 -63). - Grooved

' vWare and Peterborough pottery may' have then served largely domestlc ‘

'purposes in the reglon, ahd Beaker potte?y (untll its Late phase)" -

sepulchral all may have been used by essentially the same populatlon e

‘Both the WOodlands and the. Durrlngton Walls sub styles of Grooved

. Ware ‘are present 1n the Oxford reglon (Walnwrlght & Longworth 1971 flgs

s
Stanton Harcourt (Thomas 4955) underllnes again the essentlal unity of

"thls ceramic tradltlon (Walnwrxght & Longworth 1971 243~ 4) . The use off'

) rustlcatlon with other tralts dlagnost1c of Lhe WOodlands sub~style is.

: . " IR AN I M P

Over 50 small pxeces of flred clay (240g) were found 1n featune 1244

’

' along Wlth the Peterbogpugh bowls. These are more probaBly potters' clay
:or waster rathEr than daub since. they are formless except for deep ' '
finger 1mpressxons and bear flnger—prlnts 1 nght reddish- brown,

_;occasxqaglly~dark brown, well levxgated fabrlc thh no flller

Such potters' clay has- been found on other Neolithlc sites 1n
southern England as locally in an earller Neollthlc cthext at

Ascbtt~under~Wychwood long barrow, 0xon or in Lhe uppér levels of the - -

: ditches o{ the causewayed enclosure at Wlndmlll Hxll wllts., probably of

the 1lteP~Ncoli¥hia CSmith 1965, Béwd) These fragments are particularly

'-common in Bilkur contextu (R Braﬂloy, purs comm)‘ ~The fabric s here
'iiharully remlniscent of Bcaker pottery, buc in %he absence of added

' - ) »
. .

- . : .

: st o 3:BY
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. flller it oannot suggest a greater presencc.for Beaker makers or ?sers on

_the site than is’ represented by the posslble Beaker sherd desci ed

" above.

- . o F

II1.4.3 Struck flint (Fig 43) ) . .

B

5. Skg of struck fllnt were recovered from the excavatlons, the- bulk
(4. 2kg) from the topsoxl and»Ir e of RoMano—Brltlsh features or

‘layers, but algo 1. 2kg from pits 544 865 1132 and 1244 contalnlng later

Neollthlc«pottery, and "b.5kg" from two p0551b1e Neollthic pits (780 866)

and’ two postholes (902 935) ¢ The 1ndustry in the Neolithic and p0551ble

Neollthlc features is undlstlngUlshed " The assemblage from later -

j_ _contexts and the top501l may have Sglongks largely to the later Neollthlc B

odcupatlon though one leaf arrowhead may represent earller activity and.
some Iron Age flint worklng cannot be dlscounted The details of the

‘aSSemblage are as foLlew5' X R 7'”' ' -

.
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The flints from the later features occurred in ones and téos, and T

huVe been tnken together for the purpose of this report va detniled
or these finds by context hna beeu depos}ted with the OAU\

Y
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"~ Fig 43 Neolith¥a flintwork: numbered according te fealure
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*II1.4.3.2 Neolithic pits-

IIf.4.3.1‘ Raw materials -~ = ! RN ‘\ . ) : .

»

) . ot Y A :
The gravel terraces around Rbrngﬁbn are pﬁér in workable flint, and

gl

- most of the. flint at Barton Court Farm,‘which is dark thodgh gerierally

lighly ‘patinated (those from the topscil tended to be more so) and has
quxte fresh lxght brown cortex, was probably brought to the sxte from the
chalk some 11lkm to the S or the clay—w1th—£lxnts of the Chllterns km to
the E. There are no old fractured surfaces to suggest a surface orlgxn

on the chalk, though thls may have been posslble. A small proportlon of

the fllnt in ‘both the Neollthic and 1ater featurps was,; however, probably,

derived locally. Thls comprlses a dark fllnt with very worn cortex

’

(found in 544 and two later features 355 379) and a‘grey-— brown slightly

cherty. fl1nt fund 1n 1132 and two later features (1066 554 ), in one‘cqse
;ﬁ/:nt brown -

thh very battered and worn thln cortex. An .unusydal trags
fllnt was found in the later feature 606, and the creamy grey fllnt of

the pollshed-axe fragment is probably non-local gnd mlngd.

e - . - : .
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Cores g%ig‘43, . 1-3) All weigh AOg and- are well worked down,_ 2 are
of cléss C with

latforms 1 class A2 w1th 1 platform worked part. of the
»‘way round (Clark et al 1960, 216) " Their last flaked faces do not ' 7

exceed 3. 5cm in length in contrast to “the core reJuvenation flakes whlch

were struck off worked facks over Scm long. TA‘

Waste flakes These rangw from 1 to H6cm int length lO\were wholly

@

= T = P ) rer=——

cortlcal. Because of the number of broken flakes, a reaSonable sample )
was notfavallable for metrical analy51s but the most common shape seems -
to be the rather squat flake typlcal of - later ‘Neolithic 1ndustr1es (cf.

Smlth 1965 flg 38; Case & Whlttle, forthcomlng) l

<

Scragers 6 were convex flake scrapers, ona worked v1rtually all round.
The othkr (Fig 43, 544 4 865) whs: worked stralght across the end of a-
short broad flake. All were neat and proportlonately thin; all but 1-

were under Scm long. \

. Knlfe‘(Flg 43, 1244) Thiévwas an‘undigtinguished burnt flake, Bcm longJ
‘ ¢ . - - e ! ) -
;wlth shallow retouch on one edge o S . -
I"II.A:3.3, Poss,ibl'e' Neout'hi,’c featurés’ (780, 866, 902)

. 3

'—Cores These wafe keeled. cores of class D, from 40 to 60g, 1 (Fxg a3, | -

780) was neatly worked, the others less so. Their last flaked faces gld ’

not exceed Acm in length

»

i>'Waste‘flakes_ These are sxmllqr to those above. ’ 7 ":,,' ';

Scragers Both are neatly worked convex flake- scrapers under 5cm iong

111.4.3.4 Latér reatures' ahd topsoil

- - -

Gores Apart from 1. large quarterxng plece wexghxng EOOg, all the cores

-':were small (under SOg) and well worked ,down. 2 were class A2, and ‘there

was 1 each of classes Bl, B2 and D; 5 were fragmentary o

' Washe flakes These were’ again generally similar to those above: no

R metrical . analysiu was mude. Several were ubiiized' 1 of these (from

Bevglled and«aErrnted flakes The beveiled flakes were generally squaL in.

' shape, both’ edges and ends had ahort. steep, bevelled retouch 1 hroad

=

broken blade hld . ntrongly uerrnted edge.v - ) T

 609A) thad a thin strip, “of gloss on its Scm long edge . " o 1\

-



. Ay
X L . . - .
Scragers These were. again largely neatly worked convex flake end

scrapers under Sci long, and proportlonately ;pln about half were .

this had been

b;oken. 3 were side scrapers, and "1 had an lrregular edge'

retouched on an old patlnated flake. .
. . : e,
4 were maae by shallow retouca down one edge of .a I LaKe

- Knives One

trlangular—sectloned flake, 4. BCm 10§%§»had neat soallng retouch on both-

Tredges, “and another broken flake: had s&eep retouch on one edge, and 1ess‘~ .

neat shallow retouch on the other.- . o -

Arrowheads The leaf arrowhead is longltudlnally asymmetrloal .and 1tU

unbroken end is rounded. Only 3mm- thick, 1t has very flne coverlng

“pressure fiéking. The barbedsand tanged arrowgeads are both small (under

2

2.5 emllohg? wifh,téngs probably infbothhcaeee ;ohgef.than barbs{ both o

are neatly retouched There were found at the top of later features

-

(853/1 and 1225/1) D o - ey

©

"Polished axe frggment Flake from the face .of a polm§hed axe. - ji -
Others

there was a broken fabrmcator with Dmsectlon and sllghtly worn
2

end .a unifacially retouched awl on a stout trlangular flake, and various
L

-5? .
irregularly retouched pieces, includlng four wlth shallow notches.

A - -
~ . -~ -
. .

. III 4 3 5 Dlscu551on : : * o : ': ? . L “;‘,’~t‘

R

The £1lints assoc1ated wlth Grooved Ware are hardly dlagnostlc forms

‘\Hif but the flakes and heat, relatlvely thgn scrapers accord well w1th other.

1ocal Grooved Ware flint assemblages as a%«Ca551ngton and Sutton
'v Courtenay (Case ‘& Whittle, forthcomlng) - S¢rapers aré generally the most
;ivcommon tool type in Grooved Ware assemblages (walnwrlght & Longworth

1971, 257) Flints asgociated ‘with Peterborough pottery (as in pit 1244)

o

in the region are rare. and only the asSemblage from Plt E ‘at
Aerodnome, Stanton Harcourt can be cited in ¢omparison {(Case
19-21).
: ey
) extﬁer%Grooved Ware of Peterborough assemblages, though they

R

undi&gﬂostic. - . ,
~ “The rest of” the assemblage was, probably largely derived
. later Neolithic OCGupation.

'The flints in the possible Neolithic features would

the -

1963, A
fit with-

too are

y
from the

The style and abundance of ‘the scrapers

it

directly 5Upports this. A larger site than represented by the features

_mey thepefore be indicabed. ?abricutoru, awls, and poliébed axes have
beun fbuhd in aauociation wich Grooved que (Wainwrxght & Longworth 1971
256), the lntter locnlly at Cnsuington (Gasc & Whittle, Iorthcoming)

L2

Though lsaf urrowhsidt and barbed and tungnd arrowha-ds hﬁvv‘bbth been




»
“a

\found associated with Grooved Ware pottery in gne lnstance (Wainwrlght
,?i - J;Longworth 1971 259), they probably here reflect other«actlxlty on the
51te, the leaf arrowhead presumably eanller (11ke the sherd in 1136) ’
The barbed and tanged arrowheads are probably connected with the Beaker,
. , culture, p0551bly represented on ghe site by a sherd in 1244 and well
o T represented locally in the rlng—dltches in Barrow Hills Fleld Radley
e .-where - smlear~po;nts—oeeap—inrno~4A—{Wllliams~1948)»end~a slightly more
7 . elaborate example in no*15 (Case & wnxttle, forthcomlng) As dlscussed
[ above with reference to the pottery, these. burlal monuments .may have
belonged to essentlally the.same populatlon whlch used Grooved'fggefof
Peterborough pdttery on domestic sites. Some Sf the coarse flaked and
irregulaf retouched'plecee, includi hose reflaked on old patlnated
,T - -Asurfaces,'mlght beLong to the Iron Age occdﬁatlon, as suggested *
'Vtentatively at City Farm Hanborough (Case et al 1964/5, 78); notched -
_pleoes were also fOUnd }n some numbers at the North Stoke corsus,
‘4‘probaolyiof the. later Neolithic (Case &'anttle,:forthooming).
. . . g A -

III.4. 4 Utlllzed flint , SToeT

/
One iarge cortlcal nodule of . dark flxnt from the later feature 785

had,been ;nten51vely_used as-a hammerstone.A It’welghed 1603.

. L g e Ir
(e ~ - «

- <. B o . . » * '» - “' "
T III 45 _Utilized bone * e v . . ., Bob Wilson & David.Miles

(?— 3 5 kS
. o - AN . . . . \
: " From pit 544 (Fig: 42) dlstal tibia shaft of sheep/goat Part of

the anterxor face hds been rémdved’ and the bone trlmmed to a\wedge shaped

o - poxnb, The . surface of the bone is highly poIished from” use, probably as
V -an awl or a sklnnlng knife. B S e '

' Four worked mid distal portlons from range of 5th—10 b rihs of . T
] cattle. One end of each pleoe 15 shaped at/the edges and the outer B ;‘ ;
S curvature of the rib. by abrasion of the solid outer: bOne to- expose the ’

o ;" cancellous bone tissue. One small end fragment is paraboloxd in shape
and is relatively thickened (Smm) A nearly complete fragment (é "150mm, -
Vma width 42mm) also mays:have a rounded end where the Gancellbus bone is
exposed. Another ‘newly broken fragment (105mm) may be a double»edged
‘%?:'F v ‘blude' ground to 2mm Trom the natural rib ‘thickness (7. .Smm ) 1 \gnuch

\
Fey ot -

cancelloun bono is exposed. A fourth fregmpnt c Zabmm in length has :
double, mulnly stralght edges narrowed to 0. 51, Omm thick and rrOm 36mmh




rib width té 30-3mm. Abrasion has exposed the cancellous tlssue bnly at

- the rib edges.f The»abraded edges extend some 60mm but much of 1t is

lost, possibly ‘by ancient breakage. . \;f;
The abraded rlb curvatures are scratched or scored obllquely or

transversely ih an 1rregu1ar pattern except on the thin blade, where many

light striations are obllque, mainly on the blade and transverse away

from-it., °The edgéi of the two exten51ve1y worked ribs suggest that these
: : X . .

are bone knives prepared by grinding away the outer curvature; which

would produce a flatter blade than grlndlng at the inner curvature. ‘Some

~of the abrasion suggests that pollshxng and:’ burnlshlng (eg_ of leather or

pottery) was carried out. The function of the rounded rib ends is

: obscure and all four pieces may’ be elements of 'a tool kit. A 16th

A ‘

century Venetlan handbook descrlbes the use of horse ribs for dreSSLng
kid shoes (Edeléﬁein and Borghetty 1969 177). The skin is rubbed with

lime oﬁ the flesh side, left.for half an hour, soreadgover a log, and

' shaved clean w1th the rib. This has the efféct of cleaning'and

~ burnishing the skin "and maklng it supple Semenov (1964) describes the

use of the narrow ends of ribs for skln preparatlon in a palaeolltn;c

context: an experimental’ approach is requlred to provxde an adequate

_ explanatlon for ribs such as these< o T
| N
- . . % 3 . KA
III.5 THE fRON AGE OCCUPATION . R

I111.5.1 Summary of settlement plan (Flg 44) .-

About two-thlrds of the rectangular enclosure v151ble on the aerxal
photographs (Flg 2 was’ uncovered in & 51ngle area excavation. A
furthen’small trench (Trench III -Fig 89) conflrmed the p051tlon{of the

e

NE corner of the enclosure ditch and, the accuracy of ﬁhe cropmark -

plottlng. Unfortunately the northern part of the enclosure was not

favailable for formal excavation owing to Lhe developer s need to fay

estate roads and’ BeerCe trenches These were observed for

archaeological features but revealed\little. . ] ) .
The Iron Age encloaure (Fig 78) ~ was defined by a dltch up to 3m .

~wide and cut l.4m 1nto the’ gravel subsoll (Flg 45). 1ts sides were‘

76m (8), Bim (W hnd E)» mnd ‘66m (N), -and.the internal area was about

0. 35ha {(Just under i gere). No evidence of an - entrace was found. _ Within

the mnin snclosure. was 8 subsidiary ons in the NW corner of 1020m2 or.

H
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g .- S . : : L : o
0.lha defined by a slighter ditch (Fig 76) This'area'contained the

.

‘:postholes of-a c1rcular building (Structure I), an assocxated storage
"pit,; the 1nhumatlon burial of an adult segments of curq}ng~Q1tch\w1th an
entrance on the east side, ahd a collection of bossible;postholes'and

.?i e pits. . S f”lc < f )

F!F' ’ ", In the rest of the maln enclosure was a concentratlon of plts ~,

&

‘beunded by a shallow curvxng dltch (Flg 76) To the E of. thems

]

VSub—rectangular ditched enclosure 20m x 14m bhad an entrance in.its. W side
. ,}3- . _rjgust S ofcentre. Just inside the entrance,wa?‘a cremat&on burlal
. . . Outside -the- maln enclosures, to’ the S, were contemporary Iron Age

features (Flg 79) YA recut dltch formed a. Sem1c1rclé the rest of the

8 ~

pos51ble c1rcle lay Qeneath the field boundary and ‘was not excavated A

} small area of burning-: may 1nd1cate an assoc1ated hearth. Between thls

] ’ possxble Cchular ditch”’ ahd. the main. enclosure was a small oval
dollection of postholes (Structure II). These are 1nviuded .as part of

the Iron Age settlement but produced no datlng evxdence and may belong to

<

an earller phase.~.No further Iron Age features were found in the \

A\‘i extensxve areas that were eXcavated to the S and E.

* :
[ : .

RS ~ ; ] . .
III.5.2‘ Thé*main enclosure ditch~ 'i~ o LT

-

The whole of: the S arm of the enolosure dltch was uncovered along

wlth part of the W sxde and the SE and NE corners. About 50m 1n length
N ot the dltch was emptled or approxxmately 19% of the total ;
N \..
.5 .+~ 0n the S 51de of- the Iron Age enclosure ditch (hene labelled feature

.

5) was faxrly uglform ln 51ze (see sectxons,'Flg 45), averaglng 2 Sm xn‘
IO

wldth and/lm deep below- the graVel surface -The dltch‘proflle was a -
e i : flattened U shape A thlck deposxt (c 0. Sm),of clean gravel in the base
N of the- dltch represented primary slltlng and. the shoulder 1n the dltch
‘;. profxle (apparent in all the sectlons)‘suggests that thls g avel. came
from rap;d erosion of both the, dltch sides. LAttle cultural materlal was -

found on the base of the dltch or in this. gravel layer, but 1mmed1at&ly ~

:Lh_i j above it yere founq consxderable quantlties of animal bone*and pottery in

R a_more slowly aCCUmulating loam and gravel layer.« The least gravel was

- usually to be found An th top layer of the ditch, which consisted of a.

,s,.i. rbﬂdishubrown Eandy loam J%@h pottery and animal bone. It was. noticeable
il thntvfeaturcs ofvthis period were as a rule considerably more red. in

AL colour than the darker, ones of the Roman period. _ .77 . .

-
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Fig 45 " Sections of. late Iron Agk features
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Dorchester disappenrcd (Beneon & Miles 197A fig 17)»

Towards the SW. corner, the enclosure dltch became progressively
deeper and w1der (see Fig 45, feature 10). IncreaSed erosion of the
gravel surface wQuld explaln the width ‘of 3.5m; the orlgrnal dltch was/

*r

probably about 1. Sm w1de. The SW corner was constructed to a depth of '
1 Am- below the present gravel surface, but the W arm of the enclosure
betomes progre551vely shallower to the N (see Fig’ 45 features 181 and

178), at its shallowest cuttlng only 0.58m ‘into the gravel surface, with

Ta flat ULshaped proflle less than 2m across. - ~ .

This wasting of the enclosure ditch is apparent on the aerlal
photographs and only occurs 1nl}§!ﬁcentre of “the W 51de, elsewhere the
ditch seems to malntaln a regular 51ze. At the~NE corner it was 0.84m
deep and 2 40m w1de.» Recent ploughlng has lowered the gravel surface in

the central area of the site to a certaln extent perhaps a few
centlmetres, but the. sections through the enclosure ditch. show: thac.the
normal~pr1mary layer of eroded gravel is m1551ng or extremely thxn ‘This
suggests that the ditch never cut through a deep deposxt of gravel An;
alternatlve explanatlon, that the topsoxl was much deeper at this polnt
has no ev1dence to support it. It seems probably that the ditch was

consc1ously constructed to be shallow and narrow for about 8 10m 1n the

centre of the W 51de. If this cannot be accounted for by simple lack of -

care on the part of the bullders‘ then poss}bly there was a cr0551ng ‘313

p01nt over this- part of the enclosyre boundary Thereawas no dellberate

1nflll or metalllng in theé ditch but'a timber brldglng track mlght have
3 \
left no trace. . SRR - - - oo -
: Evidence of tlmber pallsadlng was sought w1th1n the dltch but no

traces were found 7 Post—voxds‘tend to. be elu5lve xn these gravel 50115,

but the shape ‘of the stch “the, 51lt1ng pattern in the sectlons, and. the "+

presence of rubblsh dep051ts and burials in‘%neﬁdl“gh (for example, Fig
45 feature 10 burial 103) indlcate that the dltch remained opern durlng -
_the occupaton of the site. s ’H‘. o N

The ditch was not 80 large that it generpted suffic1ent materlal for
a large bank,'the excavated gravel mlght have been utxlxzed on the

settlement as surfacing material (whlch is’ what’the archaeblogls&s did

: with it during the wet winter months) . If a bdhk existed *it was totally
r,reched by subsequent settlements amd plbughing, nb great task in an area

g

i 4



The evidence ﬁor‘the pos%xlon or ‘even exxstence of a bank was

inconclu51ve. Therdltch sections .implied a rapld infill of pure gravel
/

_most -of which would have;eroded,from the sides. of the ditch, followed by

a slower accumulation of loamy méterial and rubbish: hey did not help
with the proble; of the bank. The ev1dence of the'sxte plan is similarly
1nconclu51ve A broad shallow gully 36 was cut 1nto the upper flll of

dltch 5, probably at some time in the mid: 1st century AD. At this ttme,

the ditch was almost silted up, but it suggests there was no substantial i

_bank/hedge on the 1n51de The prox1m1ty of the lnternal rectangular

enclosure also argues agalnst an 1nternal banks

It is p0551ble that there was an external bank perhap

-

a wattle fence’or hedge. if this was Eh& case, the oval posphole

"bullding structure II cannot-be contemporary with this phase,and would

almost certalnly, on the basxs of posthole fill, pre date 1€
. a- A w

. - . - it H
€ B 3 - - . . ORI PO

. . o ) . , ~ T
IIIJ5.3 The north-west internal enclosure . - ’ g 7 .-

Approxxmately half thls enclosure was excavated lncludlng 63m of

1ts boundary ditch (179 125, 321 319 330) The excavated dltch varled

1n width. from 1 to, 1 3m and Ln depth frm 030 to O 65m, it was pronounced

~on the E side and sllghtest on &he S. The profile was V—shaped and in

Vlts deepestparts the sectlon may andlcate the presence of a palisadef No

post v01ds were found but the ladk of gravel dep051ts in ‘the base of .the

s dltch and the alignment of the laye>s w1th1n the ditch.give some support

»

~;toqth;e,suggest;om§ _ . ‘\j B _
g;x 5, 3.1. Structure I (Fig 76) . ° . ) -

X

L

of pplcholeslis npproximntaly 3 x é,am. . 'N\\ N i :

[N B . :
The SE quarper of the inner enclosure was a complex and,dlsturbed

area with features of several phases group of postholes (Table III/I)
was cut through by a ditch 314<and a shillow hollow 315 belonging to the-
early Romano—British phase oT occupati‘n\\\Witbln the same area was a’
crouched xnhumatlon 459 -and the burial of a plglet 491. The disgurbed

‘and, attenuated postholes seem to indiczte a structure, but of uncertaxn L

type~ It is possxble that a circuler hut of about sm dia 13 outllned by
the postholes, including 427, 441, 435, 438 and 430. SOmé of the other
poshholes &ppear ‘to form utraight 11nes, for example 431 & AAB 458 &

450. - It il po-n%Ele, though unproveable, that there were ﬁwo stbucbures

“on this. sita, 65; circular and one rectangular. The rectangular\layout

—

-



- E and SE sides,

late Iron Age date._

"support.

N

t
i
¢
i %

The positlon of any entnancc into structure l is hypothetlcal

Entrances in round'houses in the Upper Thames reglon usually occur on the'

Postholes 435 is relatlvely large and might be a door

iy

L,
entrance to “the hut assuming 1t belongs to the same period whlcn seems ~

llkely

If this wes the case, the human burlal 459 could be in the
If thls is-a 01rcular structure, the posts may not 1nd§cate the
llne of the outer yall The posltion of pit 311 and the enclosure _ditch

. 319 would allow ‘the walls to be as much as ) furtheagout from the
postholes. In this case the hut dlaméter would be about 7m. _
any datlng ev1dence, a total of three
5§§ and 450.

Sy tke earl& Rohéno—British features 314 and 315.

Only two posﬁholes produced
mid.lstfcentury type sherds from Seveqal pOstholes were cut

fhe posiﬁion, in the -«

SE corné} of the Iron Ade 1nternal enclosure, also seems consitent with a

.
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ek

- Taplé7iii/I, é%rucfgpe I;i ;oééﬁoleé -
; ;Feafgre Dia 1Dépih; ;F;ll A ’LtA- | - 'Comménts < )
No i (m) *. (m) . ’ ‘ s - L . :
ggg ) Q.37 ;0128._> brown s;néy:lgam‘ . " cuf:py gléi
- ~' 5éZA i 0.25° O.éS'v b;SWQ §andy Joam 1 post_pipg_b.lm»diamétef
P R . L A ‘
430 0.28 0.07 ; " " % " cutby3ls
RS 0.30 © 0.06 = 'u;;iﬁfyi e out by 315 L -
j gég : 0.35 0.08 VG wo ";‘F’"-‘,_b ‘:~ cut by 315
iégg‘ ©0:35  0.07 - o A ?”:'1 " ; ) cut46y §1§
. L i égﬁ o 0;25.‘.0i07 :“”"%?; ;; \n'|-‘,‘ ey .
‘ﬂgé . f.O.éS Of32 : ;rédrbrown'ééndy'loam 7 icut by 315
7g§§= -Q;sof; 0.10  grey brown sandy .Loam .
é§§)  0:36 0116 " grey broﬁﬁ'sandy loam "'CUt_by;QLQ. 1 sherd’of
R s B ' ) ‘ ' mid st century AD grey
. ' ' - ware’ . AR

441 0.50 *0.09° grey brown sandy lcam -
: 42 0.30  0.07 - brown’ sandy loam ’ ‘Cgﬁ'by 315 -

443 0.20 = 0.08 v " ) & cut.by 315

448 . 0.30 0.07 M . ww

449 | 0.26 - 0.14 - Sn oW @ L ST
450 0.30 " Q.18 grey brown sanﬁyvioaml s qhérds of 1st Eéntury.
‘ - ) . K C N - t ~ AD native pottery -

V; o o 5455/478 ;b.BO 0.25  grey bréwn sandy loam }elationéhip uncenéain
‘=~ . 7 .- 457. ., 0.35 -0.29 brown sandy loam & clay ‘

o 458 9.36. :@,05‘_.Aﬁrown'sandy°loam - ,
= ) o Ay L0 o .
< o : TNy o o e - w s -
L 512 0.40 0W25, , M. Moo cut by 314

oo BB .0.45 ' 0.28 e w W T cut by 31

The depth of postholes cut by 314 and 315°are measyr® from the base of .
those features and are tﬁenefpre deeper than the figures Buggest by a few

2 centimetres. . _ .
e . 7 L . :
’ - ’ ol » . [ ,‘




) _*11»1.5.3.2 Othe'rf”features .

.2m NW of structure 1 weére. two large plts (Fig 76, 467 338 cut.oy;Sll

o which produced evidence of corn storage (see 10: A3) On the W édgé of the

‘excavated part of the 1nner enclosure was a length of ditch 312. This”Av
e feature ad a U—shaped‘profile,me wide at-the top and.0.85m deep ) ‘
'? : '(Fié 45)‘ The fill, of dark:brown clay loam included large quantities of -
. - pottery (mostly perforated bases) and some daub— lxke materlal at-a depth of ‘
: between 0.3m ahd O.6m whlch appeared to be rapidly" deposmfed rubbish . )
Dltch 312 contxnued'for 8.5m before dlsappearlng beneath the excauatlon
baulk North of‘@lZ were two linear features 345 and 428 running NW-SEj
the former was a V—shaped 4ot with a flat bottom 0. 5m w1de and 0. 35m deep, O

RS : the latter a much slxghter feature . Both hadﬁlmllarfxlls to 312 2 and . oy

RS . & H - . ; /

'contalned slmllar pottery. . ; -

, This group of features may form the perlmeter of a further enclosure
1 1 -

. with an_entrance on its E side 4m wide." Unfortunately most of 1t remained
‘runexcavated but what can ‘be. seen suggests that a hut circle may have‘
existed 1n the extreme NW corner of the Iron Age settlement enclosure The

f ~E entrance, the large quantltées of debrls in the ditch, and the potent1al v
- A F - -
dlameter\of about.20m support the suggestlon hat_a-hut ex1sted in this

t s o-area. | . : L Y uj
3 . . . H .
P 4 H o ,' o . K

IlI 5. 4 1he Iron Agﬁfplts (Fxg 56) : -

e - 1

v *_* 'Twenty—seven pits were found whioh could be, dated to the Iron Ager.all ‘

. llkely to be contemporary thh thdbenclosure except posslbly plts 28 and .':'
.46, whleh, on the evxdence of the pottery contained ih" their fills, mxght
belong td an earller phase. A further pxt 334 eratxgraphlcally earlier

'l than thefdth century AD, contaxned no diagnostlc pottery. and was spatlally -

dlSSbcaxted from the other Iron Age pits and so has not been included ‘here.

Fourteen of the p 5 formed a group, runnlng in a lxnear band from near
“the éE corner of th inner enclosure of the Iron Age settlement to thh 3m
/f ‘the main'enclosure ditch ’bnly two of these pxts had any stratxgraphxc

assocxuti

(12A cut’ 133), the reet were ggscretely spaced perhaps' -
i suggesting that they were dug and filled in successively. Inside the .
snbsidiary
(Fin 48;
vere “thres smaller pits 329 355 415 and SW of structure I pit 379 0 -
: eonbnxnihi t:he mandibleu of dog, ihoap and oxen on the base.

CIQGUYQ Wtri the two largekt pitﬁ 338 and cutting it 311
bly Bunoeiated,with utructure I, T Almo within this enclosunu

R ,’ . LT - - [

A

,(v . . ' 3:C6 »v‘ . “ .i . . ,.L . AV .
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* II1.5.4.1 Size . s

'7 : " -

.
.
4
4&
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The gravel into which theee pits were dug is not a very stable4ma£erial-

and consequently ‘the pits were not so deep as those whlch occur in Iron Age
YR

151tes.on chalk. - The depth measurements given in Table III/II ‘are taken
fror the surface of the gravel, not from the present ground surface, which-

‘was approx;mately 0.30m hlgher.» A select»on of pit sect@ons is xllustrated

e Yin Fig 46.

;T4 e b taambkTl o bbb bl s
-~ - L S VIR -7 lUL.LchlU.LC vildtu ULIIC .

- I

by erdsion_of the-gravel; the tfue‘volumesfcan best be calculated using the
I diameters within the pits._ The largest‘pits by. a considerable margin are

the two to the NWTof structd%e I 311" and 338, 1.15m deep and with internal

dlameters of approx1mately 2 5m. These-nits had volumes qf'abpfdximately'

5. s . - L g .

The othér pits were

hollows,  but there were‘

. ' diameters of 1: 4 1. 9m.

.5 3

cdns1derably smaller _sde:E;:%le more than shallow

five pits O. 8m deep or there®outs with surface

Thé volume of plt 28, whlch is typlcal of this

i,
group, 1s approx1mately }*

111.5.4.2 %unction-

Tradltlonally, pltS'On Irbn Age sites are associdted with corn‘storage,m

-Aand thls }nterpretatlon ﬁrobdbly,applies to_somedof those at~Bert0n Court

Farm. The largest p1ts,-311 and 338’ eh0w evidence of burning inside,‘in

the process of whlch quantlties of cereal became -carbonized in situ. ‘It
J,seems lxkely that in both these cases sour corh storage pits were ‘fired in

- ‘order vto pur;fy them._ This was probably also the case with 388. In the-
main pit cluster there was less dxrect evidence of functlon, although the
"vf_x5lze and layouL suggests sytematlc and regular storage in uplts averagxng B ?
& about lma.. o P G ' T S, o -/
“Not all .the pits need have been for corn storage Pit 132, wﬁich was -
shallow), sub—rectangular, and flat—bottomed

Pit 37,

was lined with clay whlch ‘was

; 'covercd with quart21te pebbles. a-small circular pit,. also'had a

5

layer of" stones, but’ in thms case they were burnt and surrounded by

charcoal ‘This .particular pit may have sérved as a roastlng or parchlng

q floor, as may pib 318. - I o

P4t dlS conthined frqgments of burnt limestone. chargoal and slabs of
, crude fired clqy Similar material was “found -in - pits at the Iron’'Age

uttclnmunt ‘of Anhvillu near Abingdon (Purrinzton 1878) and may,indlcate?thej

-ume of shallow plts us parching ovnnu or’ hearths‘ , S

"3%08.
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Pit 379 was reAatlvely narrow and cyllndrical;hgan i%s base lay the
. mandlbles of, dog, cattle, and sheep. ‘
’ In addition: to these three types of plt there were also some shallow
. ones (30 351 133) the flrst of which contalned a lump of lime.
©Pi 214 was small and~almost straight-sided and contained fragments of
“a large storage vessel, whlch had apparen%ly stood in this feature T It
- pos1t10n suggests that ‘it might have béen associated with the early

o Romano—Brltlsh bulldlng rather than the Iron Age phase
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_TABLE III/II . .. N
- ‘ / o : -‘ P V a - . ,‘;l“:t'L
Iron/ Age pits

- Feature = Dimensions (m) - - .
.no/ ~ Width Length Depth Profile .

- Gomments .

26 - - 1.50 .2.10 0.48, -U-shaped

—//gg"" 1:70 - 1.90  0.80  Y-shaped
SR . ' - flat bottomed NS
29 2.30 -~ 2,30 0.4k - Flat. '
1,15 .15~ 0.32 . - U~shaped);

' N e ,- flat bottomed

'

ai=
—

/ o
40 1035 r0.uy U-shaped; . - -
) ’ ’ flat bottomed . . -

i

0.80 - 1.60- 0.15 - Flat

lw.r;]uu :
=2 jw»
(@}

. 80 0.80 . 0.40,  U-shaped,
4 : o ~irregular _
.00 2.00 " 0.75  U-shaped,’
; atraight sided

=
(oA
N

|

130 1.500  0.65 ' flat-bottomed

.18 1.18 0.48  U-shaped

N

EY
. ' .
Jon qu =
FORNN RCRN e
—

flag-botboméd

.96 o 1.10 | 0.50 . U-shaped

l.

A
o
O
(@]

@

|

.

1200 . 1.50- 1.50  0.80  U-shaped
el DT flat bottomed-

s Tre9 o, o188 20100 om0 shallow, - . ..
e e e T © . flat=bottomed.

» 1

132 1,20 © 1.50° - 0,30  shallow,
- .o . : ! e ﬂ,flatfbobtqmedr
1,00 0.20  flat

1,10 . 0.36 ° U-shaped =

0.80° . 0.50 ' steep-sided,
e ~ flat-bottomed :

- 311 - 3.20 - 3.80- -.1.15  U-shaped, .-

; - e T o riat-bottomdd
. k S 3:cio

1.80- 1.80 "0.80 ‘. U-shaped; - o

!

eéhly Iron Age pottery.: .

burbt.stonés, charcoal
in base ' .
.rectangﬁlar shape
- ? - N
‘clay-~lined, packed with
" pebbles, clay slabs
lange'fragmehﬁs of .
storage Jjar inside

N

burnt insige

L.
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; * Feature ° Dimensions (m) - o . ' ‘
L. ~ no , Width Leggthe Depth Profile °. Comments -

i -

. 318 1..00 1.50 0.40 shallow, 4‘ ~ burnt ;{ones andp "
ST ‘ ' : flat-bottomed . charcoal o

29 . 1.85 - 1.80 _ 0.35 U-shaped, - S L
“ o , : - flat-bottomed : - : L ?
338 3.20 . 1.704 1.20  U-shaped, .~ burnt inside
S . e . : flat-bottomed. - .1 -
L3y 0.70  1.20 0:40 * ‘stratght-sided, -

flat-bottomed - . o

-~ . B . B -
.- 3716 . 1,50 1,50 1.05  Flat-bottomed - .
.85 1.20 0.80 irregular - - _animal mandiiigs at
- . cylinder . base, .fragme -8 of;clay *
' . o ' ~ slabs o >

) A}
-3
5
1
OW

388 2.70;“"- - T.15j 'U-shép;d, i "~ burnt inside:-
. S : flat<bottomed ' . .

Y

-

e N15a,€"'1;10' 1,30 '0.55" sU-shaped, =~ - o contained clay slabs j

o . U N flat bottomed " 5 : < ‘ ix ;
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lengths pf. shallow gully (24 36) The gullles were 1. ~2 ?m wide and .
about 0. 30m deep with a sandy loam- lower fill and a-:dis 1nct1ve fine, 5_' ‘

;greylsh silt on the. top.. The: gullles ran for 20m betw en the SE corner of

the anternalﬁenclOSure and the outer S boundaqy ditch. Centrally placed ~;‘$ -

between the two gullles there was an entrance 4.7m wide.. At its S endgen" . o

gully 36 cut into the top of the maln enclosure ditch 5, sho@ing that at'“

the tlme lt was dug dltch 5 was sllted up to' the level of the’ gravel i - 5"w,?f

'surface. Gully 24, also out the Iron.Age pit 32. Nevertheless ‘this . ~
e Y

feature probably belonged t& the Iron Age phase, as ghe pottery wlthln it

was entxrely,characterlstlc Presumably the curving gully served to

separate two areas wlthxn Lhe Lron Age enclosure. The fact that it ran ’ -
‘ Lo .
lntO the maln enclosure dltch argues against the presence of* an 1nternal ; -

. . T =
bank. - - o !

Ay
-

. s . e - 7 o,
= ) . B S Senf

-

CIII.S!. g The small. rectaﬁgular enclqsure .0 . R =

. ‘

~2m E of the curvxng gully lay a rectangular a}tched enclosure*?O X ldm
Wlth an entrance 1.4m wide ln the long W 51de The ditch had a V—shaped s,
proflle,,Zm wxde and about O A5m deep:- The prlmary sxlt of clean ézavel

“ suggested that' the ditch had been left open for some tlme after. it had been
1n1t1ally excavated The SE part\of thls enclosure had been destroyed by

the constructlon of the late Romano Br@ulsh farmhouse,‘espec1aily the.
= - ) KN\ . g ° - . . h

' cellar. , . : . C T e, S > o,

: ’ e i TR ; ) : N - N

The only feature within thlS enclosure was a, nuﬁan crematlon 17, fn_a" S

shallow plt (4 C5) but th15 COuld not be dated £+.The" recbangulax\‘ ‘ ;g*“ o
E - A
) enclosure was not allgned on the main Iron Age’énclosure dltch to the S of

it . However, by prOJectxng the dltches destroyed: by the v1lla lt becomes

apparent that it must . have sat Just inside the maln eno]osure, agaln

argulng agalnst anexﬁant lnternal bank The potlery thhln the rectangular ) ‘ L

g_ enclosure dltch 1nd1cates thatxlt belonged to é latestlphase,of&the Iron
Age.: S N ;V“»,. ~ o _‘, .y

v
~

¥
I1%. 5 & The area to Lhe south of the Iron @Ee enclosure (Flg 79)

* .

. 1 L S
’ - ¢ ; - - .
Just to the S o( the Iron Age enciosure. and only 0 Sm from the S or
ibs dltch, was an oval poethole eructure (structube II ~_Table lIl/IlI) .

5. 3m acrmss ite lOng axis’ nnd -3.6m acrocs its short axi " The oval‘way

outllnod by 12, postholes qne. 151. probably rﬁcut. a further pOsthole, .

.
< I . : R . . PO \ e
= o

»
by
3

#




b': ‘.“; ) .’A . :l\ ) l)
. 3. g .
- : L j‘e SRR . P . « .
’ - wE SR
3 o« - ¥ )\‘ ;‘
. . LW 4
v ,146 to the SE may have been part of the structure, in a: p051t10n
‘approprlate for ‘an entranca.‘ The postholes were set about im apart except
‘7} ’ r'cn the E side, where they were closer together ’ f ) - .
A .

The postholes were all fairly small with clean, greylsh brown sandy

:_ﬂd/;/“’ loam fill; ~ none coﬁta;nsd any artefactual material.

+ ,z’\ " . ‘r - o *
‘;“\ . i .
P V i e = "
- : 77:;/‘( ] . » ] . : '
. ° . - Table III/IM 1 . ° W o
. "~ " Structure II postholes : : o ‘
N Feature Diameter : Depth - )Elll , [ L Comments
< No ~ o (m)e . (m) = S o SRR L
. ‘ N RS _7_ - = A - >
o B 146 - . 0.40 ‘ ;19 .. grey-brown 'sandy :
. T . loam = - .
147 . 0.30. 0,09 " S . |
e 198 © 0.20 0.18 nos \
. T . - . ) S .
. Tl 149 0:16 0.10 "
« R 59 ‘_‘. . 0.30 . ) 1‘4 ‘ "
) RIS . R - , o :
381 ... | 0.32 0.18 V. probably recut
. 152 ) % . 016 0.10 . reddish-brown NS d
L Tl e Tt R sandy loam
» s-; 153" | - Qféé LI 0.14. gheyébrowh sanqj TR . .
. i . ——, ; . RN 1“\:.7 ] . loam . L. i R
: 15a° ' - 0.30 0.20 0
~ 157 > 0.30 006 ~ yellow-brown 7 o
) ’ . "gravel . ; - . - -
218 . 0.23 .. 0.06 - reddish-brown o
R ' sandy Xoam : X
- f oo KY ‘ . R ¢ .
- - /! ' ! -
4 o N
: / . - 4 - \ -
P 2 ¢
N & v - . - 7{;;7 ,\ . .
- ~ i: : <
it V - ) ! 4 { IS
' . .
©oe 3:013 F, .
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It ;é not possible'to say which phase of occupation structure II -

§ - ,belonged to. There seem to be three posslbllltles (a) that it waéi

e cbntemporary with the late Iron Age enclosure, (1f this was “the case, there

o

can have been no ‘ekternal bank around the farmstead) (b) ‘that it belonged‘

to an earller IrQn Age phase, pOSSlbly indicated by the presence of’
supposedly earller types of Iron Age pottery on the 51te“ for example 1n

* epit. 28 (c) that 1t belonged to the late Neollthlc settlement otherwise

<

‘ represented by small plts contalnxng'Grooved Ware. ' S -

l3m S of strUcture II beyond the lvcchet which formed the boundary between
. we
two present day flelds, “was. a sem1 c1rcular section of recut ditch. _The

’dltch appeared,to,have been recut\as many,as four times, but it was- much’

- disturbed éy{later'ditches, such as the Romgno-British enclosure dit;y 602
" and %the postTmedleval ditcthlZ. The ditch was up to ll?m wlde and 0.35m

. .

S deep. T . . N L e
Sy Ll The\semlhc1rcular sectlon that was excavated suggested that the

L \ . -
enclosure dxtch contlnued under the field lynchet. Thig" was supported by Ty

the‘discove\ of'a-section'of the ditch'in?a cutting thrpugh the lynchet

along the progected llne of. the W wall of ‘the Romano- Brltlsh farmhouse. *

The recut ditch probably formed an oval ofﬁabout 1lm across ‘The 1nternalh_f

.

o " “area which was excavated was almost entlrely destroyed by later dltches ~A
ﬁﬁpurnt area 749 oh the S edge ofyUu%enclosure, was probably the remalns of
a contem orary hearth It forMed\a sllght hollow with_burht slabs of e

{-“ﬂ concreted gravel wlthin it. Carbonlzed plant remalns were found here *

e s\(s*nca) ' -

. .- R . . .';

A,lf\ ' : -The pottery from the-gplly 1ndicated that the enclosure belonged to tée

—\*‘lateelron Age phase of settlement, An oval enclosure of thls klnd may . have

o \’;

had.a hut w1th&n it, The position of the hearth perhaps makes this seem

-

]

'unllkely, but an Iron Age structure has recently been excavated _by the :

author at Claydon Plke,ALechlade, wlth a heagth close by the SE entrance

N i

- s (o - ) B L 3 ‘

IIX, 5.7 Iron Age finds e

Except for pottery, clay slab fragments, and animal bones there were
‘f“; . (fkrelatlvely Iew flnds from the late- Iron Age phase of occupaton. Numbérs in

. : _V bragkets 1ndleate the glte small-find number, undex:whlch obJectB’are also
. + v ; . - . -
Bt6red. e S : ' . o o

e

4 - B i . .
=T Main enclosure ditch 5 10:  (22) decorated-bone toggle, (37) bone

el 'l ;‘,:7 ’II V "l‘;‘ . - . ' - 3:c1u - .w"(_\“ o " .

Sy

a

h
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- Shallow ditch 24: (173 bronze mougt on wood . R
B , E s ) l, . a'm ) & g D ’
e, BV .o ) . b
- Posthole 65:- (30) ¢lay spindle whorl:
: o o ,
. . - i B
@ Pit 342:  (117) iron knife ) ~ -
Pit 318: (121) bronze binding strip. - ’
. B e : . F,v -~
; . ' .
; Pit 415: (142) ceramlc spxndlhxwﬁ%rl ‘ T T -
Lo 7 JUES.
- Pit 426: -(1A3) small‘iron bar 7
' TR

Small rectangular gnclgsure—d h 325 (130) bronze brooch of m1d late’

“lst century type ) o )
EnClogure'dich as ébove,"éggz (1L6) bronze thistle broouh.of'early
. post—Conqueét datc. ' V : " ‘ ’ Tmn
Enclésure aitch~aszaboﬁe,'368‘ (133) bronze blndlng strlp.‘ -

Several objects found 1n later features were pr@bably re51dual from

thls phase. Some. of the mld 1st century type brooches listed below may

i

have belonged to the early Romano—Brltlsh phase of occupatlon.

: Farmhouse rubble spread 18 (11) bronze Auc1ssa—type broochv (13) 2

T iren brooches, all-of mid 1st century types

Topsoxl north Qf farmhouse (119) bronze penannular brooch proQably
_Vof flrst«half of 1st century AD v ST e :
%-“i' Late Romano—Brxtlsh dltch 336 (122) 1ron penannular brooch probably

- -

e of flPSt half of 1st century AD i\f ; o - -
T

Early Romano Britlsh p1t 366: .. (11])° bronze coin of Cunobelln AD. 10 40.
Late Romano-BrxtLSh dltCh 648 (187) lron brooch mid - 1s§ century o

- type, - ‘ ." ‘ .‘_ » X (,. 4 B |
Lamggﬂoutslde structure 11, 796 '(293) bronie Langton Down—typé_brodéhf

: of mid 1st century. e o )
Late Romano—Brltish ditch 953 «(522) bronze,Auciséa4tybe'brOOCh of mid

1st céntury.

ey Unstratlfied (74) bronzé’Erooch bow of mld'to late 1st century, CGQB)"

brcnze Colchester type brooch of mid 1st century‘ R




o 111.6 Tm-: EARLY ROMANO—BRITISH FARMSTEAD (Fig 47) : 5
' - A
III 6.1 Summary . , : : T S
S T oo R S .

In the early Roman perlod a trapez01dal ditched enclosure ﬁas la d out

over the prev1ous Iron Age one. - Its long‘ax1s was allgned N— S “the W and E

.dltches were parallel, 74m and 95m long_ respectlvely The N and S dltCHES
/ ' ?ﬁere both pbout 5%@ long. The enclosure was d1v1ded 1nto at least two

areas by a staggered E-W-ditch, ‘a central entrance offerlng_access from onea

S

area to another."A~pair of parallel ditches ran along the E side of the

enclosure with a Central beam 3m¥wide.’ At'the S’end-aflineaof postholes-

closed the gap between the two ditches. - ~ - - ‘ .

=

The total internal area of the early Romano—Brlthh enclosure’ was QE;

apprOleately A300m2,,0 43ha, the area of the S yard was appr“*fhately

1566m2; Most of- the S yard was uncovered durlng excavatlon, but only about

.306 of the N one. A centrally placed entrance in the s’ ditch gave access
to the"s yard in which stood atlarge Eectangular timber structure;-.Between
'tnis~structure'and the entrance were two groupsvof six postholes. Also
wlthln the S yard were contemporary hlts.‘ The excavated part of'the N yard

.was completely lacklng ln features. . '1 - '
e U _A "‘"“‘"*fé—ﬁ . o .

I11.6. 2 The enclosure diﬁches ' o B

Excavatlon was concentrated on the S and W arm of -the gingle outer
dltch (fe'atures 6, 9 128) some 47m of whlch-wese unc>_ered and 32m.
*.excavated Unfortunately the N arm was not aVallable for excavatlon, -
although it is visible on the aerlal photographs. “The S arm of the dltch
. was regularly shaped'along 1ts entlre length, 1,8m wide aﬁd_o*O.SS»de\qu
its profile vas_a flattened U- shape. . o - © )
The W- arm was also stralght and regular, l 8m wlde but with a more

: V—shaped proflle and a slight slot in the bottom, and 0. 7m deep The depth

and- regularlty ' ,hls‘ditch suggests that-the shallowness of 1ts Iron Age

p @
predecessor wAaSs a delibgrate gonstruct1on, rather than 1n[luenced by the

'lie of the. lan'

<

nithe ‘1st centuzy ) . L ) k
;éfd nature of the ditch fill can be seen in the R

R : The compos

L N sections (Flg Like,the~TJon Age enclosure ditch, this one was

;probably open rather bhan c0ntaining a palieade;;ilhn Béction suggeited

2 zradual 1nfil e rather than dulibernte packlng around - poets. ‘There- was

WL
bunk though there could have been a slight “one, Gil e

»on tht intidh or Subaide. An npproprlato spaca of n l\ttlo over 2m. existud w

.Vv
1
»

Vg
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Fig 47 _Plan of.the 'Early Romano-British farmatead:
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Fig. U8 Section’ of early Romano$British features

T O A ST, . \ .
e} LA B A e e -
—— T FT o L
Iy R 2 5 e . e ¥ .
TS PR . = :
. R o i o S SR S I
PR Y s
. 5t — !
\ A R et | O o
5 rtnnl.llqlrl. T TR
i e TR S oy .
¢ ' ) T T e TR, R
B o — T
. y v DR 6t T\ TY
H ¢ . PRI, Ny )
- N _ K T, 5 3
¢ : { ~ T
. : R N
i , —T
b . e L c . .
) L o S R . ‘ ‘ . - *
G ¢ ' :
A . E I -
-~ [} N
o . ] E




Ro|

N
N
-

between_the~ditch and ‘the nearest internal features, in which a bank topped

by;a hedge or fence may -have stood Pagallel to the S ‘enclosure ditch and

"0.4m to the S of it‘%?fglas) a shallow dlscontlnuous slot about 0.3m Wlde\

‘was traced for 6m before dlappearlng in the surface of ‘the - e "iﬁg

n ,1ndlst1ngu15hable flll of the Iron Age enclosure dltch.' The slot wdas " l
[

little more than'a dark stain in the surface of ¥he gravel, but may.

in 'cate the p051tlon of a llne of posts contemporary with the early

British enclosure. If an, external bank ex1sted this slot may

-represent -etting The slot seems unnecessarlly long for the foundatlon

. III.6.2.1 Dating evidence S L =

’ flll for its constructlon date. The pottery dlstrlbuted thgoughout the

'3

‘of a timber causeway across the dltch and in any case an entrance ex1ste

- B . . s

10m, to the E. . _ : e

- T L N m ) . . PR 7 . w e “

) . i
- o« %
PN

The enclosure dltch produced no condlusive ev1dence from the lowest 35

dltch flll was of mld to late st century types (7 813) Some of the _f =

earlier type ceramics “may have been residual as the enclosu%e ditch cut %a,:

features ‘of late Iron Age | date A coin of c AD 82 (Cat No 5)Awas;fquqd .
0.4m deep thhxn the f£ill of the dltch.. Fragmentséof two large mof%aria N }
were also found in the dltch at a depth of c 0.2- O 3m.- One of ‘the Vessels' é
was stamped SOLLUS F, *the mark of a probable Brockley Hlll pobter - ER

PR
\\

operatlng in’ the latter third of the 1st century AD (7 1B7 ) ! :
; Jded
The datlng evxdence from the maig enclosure ditch is conslstent w1th

¢ The small quantxty of Samxan fnbm the enclosure dltch lncl

-pre—Flavxan'(le pye AD 69) -or early Flav;an types’ ( 88)f

P

.

. use throughout the last three or four decades of the: 1st centu"y AD and“i

E p@sslbly a llttle into the 2nd century :" ié o ) L= i ‘%
..III 6. 3 EEE—EEEEEEEE‘ a : ) N _ - I :* & | R
The only entrance to be located was placedzslxghtly to thé E of centre,

in the S side of the enclosure. The two dltches termxnated, 1eav1ng a
causeway of gravel 2, 3m w;de. _Three, features (113 114 176) ran 1n a llnex_i
'due north from the entrahce “and might represent ‘ the traces or a gate 'f_n

structurc.. The dating evidence,cf these. postholes was not conolus1ve. 114

“and 175 conthined lateiron Age type’ sha&ds ‘and 114 also contained early

:'Romnn enuu‘ 113 produuad‘no pottery, More nignificamxly;-lld eentained

rrtgmentu*of whitu wall plaster nimilar to that in pit 12 (see below) 114

,:wnl 0, 24m’ dUup, 113 and 176 both 0 15m daop, ali had brown sandy Yoam £111.

\ ) t s . i .

L
o
o



A large plt feature 12 (Fig 48), was dug in the entrance, Just cutting

‘_; the termlnal of the SE ditch, Wthh at thls stage was almost silted up.
- The pit was subrectangular in shape, 2.4m 1ong, l 5m w1de, and 1.1m deep.
- It was flat—bottomed and had been backfilﬁed wlth layers of brown sandy
fv loam, gravel, and debris contalnlng white wall plaster The pottery from.
I the plt 1nd1cated that 1t was backfilled in the late ist and 2nd century AD
(7 B13) and was therefore generally cohtemporary w1th the early

N v

4

e - . Romano=British phase of occupatlon

. .. N . /
L o
D, 7

F

11.6. 4 The eastern double dltch (Flg 77 79, 48) : -

¢ -

7 The 51de of’ the early Romano Br;tlsh enclosure was” formed by a double
e B dltch or rather two parallel ditches 2.5- 3m. apart. At the 6 end’ the two
e dltches 765 and 743 were llnked by a shallow irﬂegular slot The inner

. ditch was a contlnuatlon of the main enclosure ‘ditch 765 and of 51m11ar

xdlmenslon. A bexm 3m-wide ex1sted between the ditches-. 4v7m oﬁ_the

.. outermost ditch'were excavated at its S ‘ehg before it ran under the later
fRomano—British farmhouse "The'double;ditch coincided almOst‘eXactly with
the corrldor walls of the farmhouse, and the-fill of Lhe two dltches had -

been largely removed by the later bullderskln order to prov1de a flrm

. foundatlon & o S

ST Thegdouble dltch emerged to the N of the. farmhouse in a complex mass of

features of dlfferent perxods where at least flve slots and dltches ran -

along the same allgnment (see Flg 79). The berm between the dltches was™

less dlstlnct, narrowlng to 2m. In one seetlon th :most dltch dlvxded

th&E,N section there* ad been recutting of—the double di Lhough thls

was not apparent on the other sxdes of the enclosure.; Across the inner:

ditch 347 was a spreed of Cbralllen ragstone Otherwlse'stone was rare on
the site at this perlod and this particular spread was probably laxd down~
'hat a later phase and settled into. the earller dltch. Souyh ‘the stone

3::’] LI WA .rogghly c:{rcular with a dinmwcr of ¢ 2.5m nnd 1.3m deep On
i.’ep b!pb Wer'e ?m;ll i'li\)i,of .'limcntope.: The fill malnl;y consistedm‘

2 g

. S 11 L o



. LA .
. . o

. 5 . . i} N . = R ,. - . c. -.
‘layers of yellow and greehish clayey material. Two postholes 384 and 385‘

were found on the W edge of the plt and a further two in the base. the fourl:

formed ‘a roughly 1m square setting. The posuholes seem to 1nd1cate'that a

ltlmber ccnstructlon stood within the plt perhaps similar to thqse w1th1n

the later Roman wells (see III 7.3.18). ) ' T

There was/ﬁo 1nd10at10n of waterlogging in the pit, . and thls is not. a

£
Vsultable part of the s1te to construct a waterhole.” It is pore Iikely that

_III 6.4.2 Functlon of the double dltches ) f‘ . >

-
i

feature 366 acteq as a cess— plt
; In the top of - the plt was found a bronze coin of Cunobelln dated
between AD 10 and 40~, The™ ‘pit also contalned.lamlan and large mortarla

+ =

fragments of late 1st/early 2nd cenLury types

0y

oy

L
The presence: of plt 366 supports the 1dea that the internal dltch 347,;

was open and did not ‘hold. any form of fenc1ng (unless the two 1nternal

postholes are seen as such) The two ditches may have boundeq/é\trackway

2.5-3m wxdc if thls was so, the S ‘end of the trackway was blocked by a

fence lxne and there was no 51gn of an exit in thls dlrectlon ' 7 \ .
A
Unfortunately the cropmark ev1dence 1s not sufflcxently clear to ascertaln

\

whether the double dltches continued to the NE corner of the enclosune,‘

P

Jthough this,seems llkely o  “ S ; :7f St N

An alternatlve explanatlon is! that - the SpOll from thefﬁouble dxtches

was plled up on the berm betwecn them ‘in order to p:ovnde .a more "{‘,‘

auquﬂntlal hnnk on lhe R sxde, dlLChcd xnternally and exlernally. " The

pqnuigﬂ,hho.ﬂwcoxnnr QJIHJLhm\)mvczuﬂndvﬂﬁ{}mﬂVchcngrthnr than a

~ \ R

‘blocking fence. . . - oy L

X . R | . S - L s TR

N [ oL N - S

-

The southern yarﬂ'(Flgs 76 78) A " .

. %
*w

The two yards w1th1n ‘he’ early Romano~Br1tlsh enclosure were bxsected

wepdltches runnxng E-W which were. staggered and’ overlapplng, to form an

as'approximately 1—? 2m w1de'and 0 CAm’. deep, w;th a dlstlncb sloﬁ in

. ottom in’ some - plac%)

316. . To the E this ditch cut Lhnpugh the earlier Ircn Age
nnd &ts anclosura ditch 319. Beyonﬁ tnis tha ditch became- ‘

VV'L?It is uusumed hhut 314 llnked up with Lhe N-S double ditégkf

308 . )

nce slightly to the r of centre. The W and most S .of - the; “two. ditches~‘

The i1l was a Uniform brown sandy loam. The E

-

v



g Just to the N of the suppo;ed cess plt 366‘ In thls case the cess plt —

roo - would have been in the angle of these dltches, and p0551bly sheltered by
! , Ey
L .+ their respectlve banks, espe01ally if the double dltch bounded a 1a;ge}

central bank rather than a trackway The two sectlonS\of the lnternal
partltlon overlapped by 6 5m, leavxng an entrance from the N to {he ] yard
2. 2m wlde At some stage in the early Romano—Brltlsh period a p1t 328 was

dug 1nt0'thls entrance gap. An lrregular gully 145 was .also dug from the

' termlnal df the S ditch 313 to the N 51de .of Structure III This may have

served: to channel trafflc to the E. ‘xj-fw

N . ~D .

I‘IILG.G\Structure 111 (F,ig 78, 79) e . S

-
. Ny -
. L4 -

g W1th1n the S yard the prlnClpal feature was a large rectangle deflned

by a narrow and extremely shallow slot. Thls rectangular structure was

at least 28m lahg. The length was uncertain as its E end had
';-ﬁeeh remoyed by the constructxon of the later Romano-British farmhouse

: ,ﬁdltch of the éarly Romano—Brltlsh enclosure was only 5m beyond
this p01nt;fso it seems unllkelv that the structure could haVe been much 3

& -

over 30m long. o - . : - N

The rem 1ns of.xhls were extremely sllght partly owing_ to the effects

of ploughxng but pr1ncxpally because the slot barely penetrated the surface

7

/ of the-gr”“el. The rectangle seems to represent “the remains of a timber

L e "bullding§~but no evxdence of floorlng and little- of the means of

LS construct'on survived - . :

» ‘The" slot 1tself surv1ved only 1nterm1ttently\ Tt appeared only. after
« “ very careful cleanlng of the/surface of the graVel and was first visible as
7 h coherent/feature only when vxewed from the top of a lOm scaffoldxhg
uower Along muoh of xtsriength ‘the slot survived as no more than a staLn

An the gravel quxte clear after cleanlng and spraying with water, but of :

"; E no substdnce. In several places the slot disappeared entlrely,

PR f - partxcularly at‘:he NE corner, where it probably overlay earlier pits and

dltches,land it was nﬁt 80 vlsible as, in the yellow gravel surface to the.’
'»W. A,:’-_':.” . ,‘ . L L . ., 7
The élot&wéaabﬁgg/;efined ‘on itu N side, at the E end where a section;
' 191, ‘wab complet;ly exeavateu., The sloc 3 am longg- avereglng 0. 2am wide
and up. to 0. kbm<gbep,,wa; found to eoh;ist of a serics/bf egg—:/pped

hollown between 0 »2 and . O dm across. In total thare were B8V of these

S 4 . .o
a [ N



el

. e fﬂ; - in tbe Sm length of the feature. The shape of the sI%ﬁ suggested that it
' ‘Orlglhally held a series of substantial vertlcal posts perhaps about 0. 2m
thlck and 0.2+ O 3m apart. v'ff } ) S s
) On the centre -of . the S 51de a segment of the slot 67 3m long,_uas )
~f sectioned 1engthways. The base of the slot was falrly flat and was 0.05m

The deepest sectlon

lVious individual postholss. Further to the W modern pits hadv
the feature. Justvto ﬁhe W of these‘piﬁs,'by the. SW cornér of
‘ cture, there was a double siot, as if this sectign had been'
replaced' _some stage on apmore SOUtherly llne '( ) ;, .
' | was falntéstfbf all at the W end, across the short axgs of the
.structubé: n no place dld it survive there as more than a staln in the
4”'surféce'of the gravel Presumabiy this reflects the fact that the end
walls were not load—bearlng ' In both the N and S 51des of the eructure
thére were. gaps whlch mlght 1nd1cate entrances »> In partlcular 7m from the
' Nw corner. there wé_’gféap 1.2m wlde. On tbe W sldn -the termxnal of the
slot held t: distinct postholes), 201 and 198, 0. l6m and o. 1Am deep

Both contalned Corallxan ragstone packlng and- fragments of

s er; the former was cut and perhaps neplaced by the latter.

n tne sides of the structure may have lndicated entrances (for
ween segments 158 and 67~ 27) “but tbe fraglllty of the remains’

L -

"~ makes interpretation unCertaln - Lo

With: bhe 1nterna1 area of this’ structure there were ‘many plts and.’

many Iron Age plts.» Mosc{of the‘\maller cxrcular features had’

C was probably £a rly uubstnntiali Apparently nO/BLone wag:

L e,
’ . - = EE

Id

" 310

Unfortunately only a short length survaed in whlch there

ek ‘ ' ) possibi stholes ‘of several dlffereng\pq\}ods, at ‘the “E énd in partlcular

::te flll of brown sandy loam and contalnéd no « flnds, none: 1n fact”

;1n DOBtholnﬁ and 1h pit 12, ‘cut into the -nclosure entrﬁnce} indicnted that



the aalls Qere'plé;téred No ceramic or stone_tiles were found on this
'phase, so “the rocf was probably thatched 'The ground—floor area of the.
bulldlng was at 1east 238m .‘ Unfortunately the lack of foor levels means
that there is no Substantlal evidence of 1nternal divisons or the functions
- "of the dxfferent areas Wlthln the bulldlng It)seems llkely that it was,

&\{ at least in part domestic. Plt 19, which is thought on ceramic evidence

to be comtemporary with structure III and inside 1t contained two iron

L - a
. e keys,'whlch suggests “the building had a door whxch could be locked.

hevs
N ] . -
A < »

-

"/ I11.6.7 Other posthole structures (Fig 78)

There were many individual and stratigraphically;isolated features

- w1th1n the remalnlng'area of the S- yard of the early Romano- Brxtlsh

; . farmstead. Some could be dated reasonably reliably to other perlods, but

R . : fdr many the idating evxdence was’ unrellable or non-existent. lhe sortlng
'ouf of“individual'features was not made easier by the extensive traces of
 rabbit burrows (rabblt skeletons were found within them), many of ‘which
'seemed to llnk what were suspected to be genulne archaeologlcal features
®The: main complex of postholes relevant to thls perxod was found. between

@

/the large recbangular structure ~and the S'Slde*of the main-enclosure . d;tch

«

] (Fig 78) - They appear to have formed a rectangular block between structuré
L ; I1I and the enclosure ‘entrance, aligned upon the E slde of the entgance.
The identification of these postholes\as a coherent‘and contemporary
group rests prlnc1pally upon the’ relatlve regularlty of thelr layout’ and
[ 1h2 d\hxnp evidence.  The ploup ronqlqhs of. a banxr hlock or at least

twelye postholes, thh possibly several othe S assocxated The SW, SE, NW,
and NE corners of the block were formed by f atures 130 111 127, and

(':f.i 84/85 respect;vely . The S edge of the block was parallel .to the earl§ S
3;' o Romano—Brltlsh enclosure ditch and Just 0ver 2m 1nslde 1L the W édge of -

. the block ‘was allgned at rlghL—angles to the enclosure entrance and offset

" 2m .to the E° of 1t"\ - e e L - .

o :'TII 6.7, 1 Datmng evxdencc

—l,.

. .«\ s

..

- ©or Lhe twelve main\postholes six conLa:ded no arLeractUal maLerxal one -

13 ,‘contained ?lve sherds of Iron Age type\and an iron nail, 93 had only
an iron nail; two postholes 77 and 85, had a\urds off both Iron Age and .
eirly Roman type,-and two, 130 and 80, ‘had” sberds or early Roman txpe only.

f" A SR N s
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T //'POSthoibs 130 ;130*contained a'nronie'coih‘(Cat No' 6) dateabie7to AD>96 . . ‘V'-‘
‘ \ Posthole 107 within this block‘also contalned a bronze coin GCat No 7) -
) dateable to AD 96 as well as two Iron Age sherds. i -
N s Thls blobk of postholes formed a’ rectangle 9m x A 5m. The posthoaes
) v ‘ akso fall into two groups of six 3 x 4.5m with a space of 3m between the

groups. Ihelr depths 1nto the gravel varled between 0.1 and O. 2m “Two ._;:;
six+post structures would explaln the need- for the central line of posts in®
\'what would otherwise be a long structure only 4. 5m Wl%j? These six-post
structures could havé been used for storage, elther as¥enclosed granarles.
or platforms for\bayrrlcks. Their posxtlon alongsxde the trackway through

the main S entrance ‘would have been ideal for unloadlng stralght from4

‘-
- ~ . « -

N YQaFtS..j"” - _ T . » X .
131.6.8 Plts A n : AT ‘ \
v In addltlon tp pit 12, cut*intb'the egtrance ofAthé'énclOSure, and ‘“the
Q . cess plt 366, "tHere’ were flve other plts or gullies attributable to thls‘>
RS " phase (Table III/IV) The plts‘do not have thie regularlty of - shape or
dlstrlbublon of the ear;ler Iron Age pits and were probably not used for

-

7 crop stqrage ] They can be’ best explalned as quarrles for gravel (131),

f : possibly settings for water butts or other vessels (19) and ultlmafely for
. nubblsh disposal. .. . .. N 5& T T . o
» . e . \,-. s ; o N pe
* . i A - - 7
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Table III/IV : _ g ’
Early Romaqo—-British pi_t;:'sr :.
7 ] .
Feature - Dimensions (m) Fill - . Comments - -
, ' Surface Depth =~ . . ’
— 19 .1.50 diam - 0.22  grey-brown:sandy inside W end of
. ‘ ‘ . o .loam, including structure III
) .- = ironwfragments k\ - .
7 131 A 4 x 1.50° 0.45 ' grey—brown sandy -immediately‘outside
. . S ) loam with™gravel W end of structure IIX.
lj ' . -~ niear base iRectangular and flat-
. N : bottomed. -
7. 1447360 10x 1 o -0.20 brown sandy loam- probablj a gully
2 - . ' +and clay attached to the
) - .. internal enclosure
ot ditch L ]
k 328 . 3.1 x 1.4 0,30 sbrown sandy 'loam cut into énfr?ncé
. i o : and, gravel between internal
- - - te. vt . enclosure. ditches.V'
f3'> foo 397 2.0 dia o oyles red-brown sandy ‘“gut by late
T - o s loam Romano-British .
e : 'v1llﬂ enclosung\éltch
. : N £z . .
- - _ = 1 .
- g -
o s N ‘ o
. . —
5 5 - N ' . :('_‘:; e
‘ " S .
. ’ . - A
3 - - } -
- \./"; b
- P -~ =
- ‘ kY
- - :"‘ ' )
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lII.GAQ U Early Romano Brltlsh,flnds

Enblosure dltch 6, 9: (29) insdribed pottery‘disc (gaming counter), (31)

.brdnze brooch mid flrst century type > (32) bronze nettlng needle, (33) clay
spindlke whorl (63) bronze coin, AD 82: i 7 ’

" Pit 19, 1nsxde structure III (25) iron key, (26)‘iron key
Poetncle 107: (34) bronze coin, AD 96’

o ” Posthole 130° (9) bronze coin AD 96 T a ) ) -

7;:‘ >VAPlt'§§§: (1154 bronze coin of Cunobelln, AD 10-40, (l3AJ small iron rod S

Al . ;’Posthole 3 pit 866 (127) iron bnpoch of mid 1st canuxy type ) h .

.'ld : - Hollow SGlgznziz\coom 1 of ‘the kate Romano Brltlsh farmhouse: (148)fbronze
" brooch ﬁin {150} 2nd century sestertlus, (151) 1ron chisel T .

790 layer underlylngvbu1lglng 2: (502) Hod%Hill type bronze brooch of mid 1lst
century to AD 75 - -4 et e "l B . ST ;

-,

Some of the unstratlfled brooches of ‘'mid, 15t century g;pe listed: under thev

:Iron Age flnds (111.5.7) may belong to thils phase

4 4 - . ¢
+ - Pl ¥ .
. . . . a \‘
'111.7 THE LATER ROMANO-BRITISH FARMSTEAD (Figs 49, 62)% . et
‘,'III.7.l Summaryﬁ‘ ' - . . o _
f . At 1ts peak the! later Romano—Brltlsh farm included a small farmhouse or'~
T " cottage v111a wlth seven rooms on “the ground floor, a- cellar and probably an

;elghth ground—floor room over 1t Thls sat within a ditched enclosure whlch
'fwas 1tself surrounded by a regular Checkerboard of dltched closes or paddocks ;
'cqverlng l Aha. Within these were wells, waterholes, a corn Jdrying oven, and

at least’ one sub51d1ary bulldlng‘ A trackway bounded the complex on the E .‘ E
e h 51de, whlch appeared on the aerlal photographs. to branch off. from the NE cornepy :
to run E- towards the present day Barrow Hills F}eld. There was some evidence
,thaﬂ the farmhouse was bullt before the ditched paddocks, in Phase 1. ‘Phase 2
-con51sted of the IarthUSe and negular paddock system, and Phase 3 ofrthe »

—

farmstead wlth the addxtxon of at least a.further O. Aha of more 1rregular

paddocks on the s sxde of the‘farmhouse. Finally, in Phase 4 of the later’ .
Romeno—Brxthh perlod “the’ furmhouse was systematically demollshed and robbed

and Lhe cellar backfllled

+
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CFig 49 Plan of the Lth century farmatead:
: blacked-in areas .excavated
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" IIX.7.2 The~later Romano-British period: Phase'ﬂ"l--v—w

The exten51ve robblng of the farmhouse meant that the constructlon date of

B

w

this bulldlng was dlfflcult to determine. It seems 11kely that there. was a

break 1n the occupatlonfof the site between the early and later ROmano—Brltlsh

w

perlqus The later farmhouse wad built along the line of therearller doublg
ditch, and this sxlted—up feature was completely emptled to prov1de firm
fouhdations. The ‘later farmhouse also cut through the E end of the. early
Romano—British‘bulldlng. It is thought that the farmhouse, with the‘ﬁxceptlon

of the <ellar, was constructed in Phase 1; although it will .be decrlbed under

"

)Rhﬁse 2. Only two other features can p051t1vely be ascribed to Phase T w8
._,corn drylng oven 732 (Fig 79) ahd a water-hole 609/3 (Fig 82) i : -’4“23,.

111.712.1 Cb'rn—-drrying oven.732 (Fig 60)

S

5
%*‘*ﬂﬁh;% corn- drylng %gen was situated 12m SE of the villa house; 1t was cut

A

through by the villa enclosure dltch 695 The oven was of the T- shaped
vaxlety, with its cntrance ‘and ashpit to the south. It was construched ofvdry
‘fiC@ﬁ:iilan ragstone blocksl with 7 courses surviving O, 80mwﬁ1gh. The oven was

3.1m in length, -with a cross—plece 733 of 2.5m; the,malnAlnternal channel’ was B

0. 5m wide, narrowing to 0.25m 1n the cross—plece )
At the entrance to the flue there was ev1dence of burnlng on.. Lhe stoneb

and the ground The ashplt was about 2m across and . 0.25m deep.

] ) The upper fl]l of the corn-— dryer was a dark browh. loam with late 3rd and.

R e T

ALh century pottery and fragmentsvgr.red ceramlc tiles. The latter may héve
~come from- the villa house or been some of the mater1al whlch floored the
_corn—dryer "Also in thé flue fill was a bronze coin_of . TeLrlcus (Cat No. 17)
dated“to*ﬁD 270 4. A coin of Constantlus (Cat No 40) of AD 353‘5ﬁ was found in
ﬁhe uppermost fill of the corn- drylng oven. o ‘
. Considerable qugntltles of carbonxzed seeds were found within the chamber
‘of' the corn- dryer, gﬁrtlcula{}y in bhe lower levels and on its floor (see
lO AB). e : o R
Eléh& small postholes with dlameters of 0.25-0.30m and depths of i
* 04+10- 0. 47m were found around the corn—drylng»oven formlng a sub- rectangle about -

“a. .

6 X 3m.  These suggest that the dryer ‘was enclosed within a flimsy wooden .

7

i,
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;? The only other 1ate Romano—Brltlsh feature whlch can be shown‘
stratlgraphlcally to predate the main paddock system of Phase 2 is the large
‘pit 609/3 This was clearry cut by the E—W paddock dltch 609/1 after the
~water—hole had been filled up. the pit was, about 2m in dlameter and 1.5m deep.
Onzthe s sxde a ramp 2m long had been formed thh a dlstlnct step in 1t

leadlng down .0. 65m into the main pltraﬂd g1v1ng access to it. - The pockets and

"hollows 1n the gravel surface gave the impression that this ramp had been

’ trampled by human feet and/or animal hooves. . o ' N

thlck on .the base The rest of the flll consist

The’ p1t was cut into gravel bu ~it was line;ehith yellow-brown clay, O.14m
d

Kprincﬁpally of yeliow—brown
~gravel and 51lt stained with manganese -Dr Helen Keeley, who examined the

feature, belleved that 1t had been/permanently wateriogged‘ It seems-likely.

’r-‘

\”g that the plt acted-as a Water c1s§ern, perhaps co{lectlng ralnwater or having

[:3
water placed in it, as it was not deep enough to reach the natural water table

b

Two bronze coins were found w1th1n the £ill of the p1t one at a depth of 1. 08m T

‘dated. “to -AD 330-41 (Cat No-30); theAsecondq ‘found at a 51mxlar_depth, (Cat,Noﬁ.

25) dated to AD 294- 6. A Cbln was also found’in the paddock ditch itself,
1mmed1ateLy above the water—hole (Cat No..26) dafed. to AD 3?3—4
Thls piece of evidence 1s 1mportant for the datlng of ‘Phases - 1 and 2 of

the later Romano-Brltxsh farmstead. The upper d1t¢h plainly’ Cut through the

date after the 3305 The “only alternatlve (and less likely) explanatlon is
that the water-hole and ditch were contemporary, Lhey both sllted up and only

the latter was thep cleared out to silt up again in its turn

III 7.2,3 Finds from late Romano-British features predatlng the enclosure

szstem

Waterhole 609/3: {183) bronze ‘coin AD 330~ 41,_(184) bronze coin AD 294~6

(186) bone pin L g . . -

‘Corn—dryxng oven 732/606 (upper flll) (157) bronze coxﬁ’KB'270~4 (163)

. -* iron cosmetic spoon, (164) bronze coxn AD 533—4‘-%1&5) iron object, (187}

R 4

 iron nail, (169) iron cleat, (192) sawn antler tine. - - - 2/;

'§‘5;__7:”(11‘111, of flue): ,,(29,2),{30ne pin

e X N a . . - EEE . N -

x4

’ t.
salted—up water—hole and its constructlon must thenyhave taken place at some:



I11.7.3 The QAter Romano-British period: 'Phase 2.

- ; . - B R -

ILI:?.S.I"The Viila farmhouse (Figs 79'50)

PR 4 : The ex1stence of a bu11dlng was flrst suspected because -of the spread of
] stone, tlle, and plaster in the plough501l It was decided to excavate ‘the
_agea entirely by hand. The stone spread ‘was plotted and gradually removed
though 1n1t1ally no solld foundatlons were found. Instead the robber—trench
of the W wall was located as a faint, mortar—flecked line .in the sub5011 The
robber—trench was, in places, as’ shallow as 0.20m, traceable only in the
. _ sub501l as the foundatlons ~of the “villa rested on the gravel surface and were
;1.’ ’ '; not usually cut into it. -About half way along the W 51de, and agaln at the SW‘

_corner, sectlons of - foundatlons of Corallian ragstone rubble were located,ns

&

much as l 15m thlck (see’ F1g 51 feature 254) " In. all these cases underiylng
Iron- Age,or earller Romano—Brltlsh features had been . encountered and the

consc;entlous bu1lders .had removed the pockets of .soil in order to have their

3

. /load‘bearlng {oundatlons on flrm gravel This' was most pronounced along the
centrgl N~S wall, ggg which coxnc1ded exactly with the boundary ditch of the
/ earliér Romano—British'farmstead The foundation trench here was 0.80m deep,
fi\ though the stone had been robbed along 1ts 1ength Only where the foundatlons
» were bedded into dlfflcult underlylng pockets had the stone robbers not
; troubledjto extract the materlaL ' ' _ .
he' v1lla buxldlng formed a rectangle 10 x 25m, allgned N- S ' The simple
lapout consisted Of a block: of four’ 51mxlar sized rooms -on the W sxde "(Room 1,

-

"rooms 2/6, room 3,vroom 4); room 2 -was d1v1ded from room 6 by:-a sllght

Lot

'*"v:: K partltlon wall The eastern section of the buxldlng prlncipally cons;sted of a
C corrldor (room 7) runnxng along51de rooms 4, 3 and 2, with an extra room, 5,
at the S end. At the N end of ‘the corridor a block:ng wall had been inserted.
Beyond.thls blocklng wall and- room 4, the.thle of the N end of the buzldlng

¥

frwas taken up by ‘a ccllar and the steps leadlng down into-it- t‘ ' ’ C v;.y/
" In addltion to “the basxc stone structure ia_rectangular arrangement of

-~postholes extendlng from the SE quarter of -the’ v;l;_and-afrurther line r&nnlng

S from the east wall suéhested that these were timberlannexes (Fig 79).”
I iIl.7a3.2_'Method»ofgconstrnctionf o . v f:i- . o R
P o ‘ . ) s K ")’:, i .
~As already described, little evidence remained of the ‘architectural

detaxls An this thoroughly robbed building. The builders had_dug thexr main
foundations down to the gravel surface,‘even\to the ‘extent of removing pdtkofs ol

%

of uoil in earlter reutures.~ In & numbar of places. this meant the foundations

Wars very shallow (nnd removal of the topsoil by . machinery would have resulted
s, . R - ,

.
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in ﬁheﬁlo&s of\éne archaeolbgical evidence). The foundation trenches were
orlglnally dug about 0. 8m w1de and ‘filled thh Coralllan ragstone rubble,
avallable some 3 or 4km from the site The foundations were best preserved
‘around the SW corner of the bulldlng, and- here it could be seen that the
ragstone had been laid in a serles of slanting courses, 51mllar 1n prlnc1ple to
herrlngbone constructlon, but w1th only one sectlon of the Eorlzontal V shape.
- S The two ‘long’ NS wall. foundations, 254 and 266, on either sxde of the main
block of - r00ms were of similar, dlmen51ons The care. taken to make them firm
suggests that they were intended to- bear con51derable welght _and, chey would .
‘have been capable of carrylng an upper storey. The outer E foundatlon 264,
1.¢was possibly less substantlal though it is dlfflcult te be p051t1ve about
this; it may have only carried the corridor wall and roof ﬁThe two oval
: featuﬁes,268 and 267. Just to’the~S of Centre suggest an entrance w1th the
‘cor}idor. These are” dlscussed below (see III. 7.3.8; 3 E9)
L The_lnternal foundatlons, running. E W except for the paw tition 285 between
3 '=-}~»‘rooms 2 and 6, were all slighter than the main ones, between 0.4m and 0. 6m
‘wide, and of the same Coralllan ragstone ‘The fouégléions of the wall, 273,
begyeen room’ 6 and room‘3 were not dug through the underlying Iron Age ditchy
suggesting the builders tooK alpragmatic approach to non—loadébearing walls.
) There is llttle ev1dence for the character of the upper parts of the
- structure There wasg a consxderable spread of small fragments of Coralllan

ot ragstone around the bulldlng, too small to” be very useful to the stone robbers.
‘ A fragment of worked freestone was found buxlt into. the! hearth in the cottage
(111.7.4.4; 4:A2).to'the "E of the villa, but no better—Quallty‘materlal ‘
app%abedlon.the site‘of the house iftelf. In view ;f the scarcity of stone in
the immediate vicinity of the farm it seems 11kely that it was only used for
.the foundatlons %nd flrsb few above—ground courses. The walls would then have
" been made of leber, wattle, and daub, or even cob_as in some of the standxng

-

local bumldlngs.]

- -~ ~The debris included many fragments of red ceramic. éegulae as .well as
lxmestone rooflng tlles, suggestxng that bOthilfre used on the roof. Hundreds
- ' of white limestone tesserae were found in the robber trenches and inside the

i«j,rrooms, although none were in sxtu g a result of robblng»and subsequent

ploughlng.. thte wall plasLer some with reddish stripes, was also common.

-
[
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}5111;7.3.3 Room 1

L, - ..

Thiszroom, in the'SW cornen of the building; waS~the iafgest in the'dgea

.- % . .except for the corridor (room 7), approximately 4.75m square. - This part of the
o . v1lla was partly protected by the tali of the 1ynchet whlch ran E—W across thls
I~

& part of the site. £ :

‘
N

A layer of limestone rooflng tilés 291, mostly in fragments ‘but with one
_complete example, lay across.the surface of room 1, mixed with brewn’ sandy

:loam, fragments of later Romano British pottery ‘and bone, 1nclud1ng a pig' s‘

- o skull The tlles may, have fallen from the roof at the end of the building's
llfe or altcrnatlvely oerved as a makeghlft layer of pavxng in a dilapidated

w;~“44,,/ structure. These tlles and ?E’Jyaterlal sealed below them, 410 were the only

stratlfled layers surv1v1ng within the villa. .
L d ‘Beneath the tiles was a layer, . 410 ‘about Q.lm tthk‘Of brown sandy loam

. $ .
mixed with mortar fragments, ragstone rubble, and tesserae, presumably.the

i remalns of a plaln white tessellated pavement. and its foundations. The floor
N

) 3
e was ev1dently totally disturbed before the,rooflng tiles fell in or were place&

. over it. . Among the resxdue of this floor, and sealed beneath the roofing tlles}

was a coin (Cat No 72) dated to Ad 364~78 L - A . ,

¢
5

H

Wxthxn room 1 four postholes were foundl ‘Three of these -.538, 539, and,

1540 - r?n in a stralght llne N from the SE corner of the room, approx1mately L

-

0. 5m from the E wall of the room* These postholes were observed among “the .

o dlsturbed floor level 410 and were apparently contemporary with it. +.» All three
R

- wsre packed with ragstone and were between 0.30 and 0.34m deep. A fouth
po$thole, 541, of the'same‘dimensions as the other‘three but without‘packlng

stones, was - found in the SW oorner of room 1. Although thms one- was only seen:
2

below .the” foor level it contalned Late Roman material (pottery and red, txle)

and was probably contemporary with the others. ‘ o 'L” : - ®

The postholes were appa?ently contemporary thh the room, wlthln the- floor

: materlal but sealed by the roof tiles. Thelr regular spacxng around the E ‘and
.S §Xdes of the room suggests ‘that they formed part of some interhal shelv1ng or

partltloning. In plan and character they might appear to be assoexated wLU1~

the stone~pack¢d postholes Whlch formed an ex%ernal annexe on the SE corner ol
thq building this is discussed below (3: Ela) o ST e

. Beneath:- the disturbed floon of Room 1 was a thin reddish= brown sandy loam

"1};931 overlying gravel which con‘tained x‘rngments of iron Ageﬁnd early

‘s Vo

RbmnnouBritinh pottery. - This was the rcm‘ins of the subsoil OVer which the
oy - : ) A ¥
e Vi.lll’“\?iiﬁ tonstructed.. ’ o

] . - : v

i B * - . . n -
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4
~

North oY room 1 two small rooms 2 and 6 were lelded by the foundatlonS'of
. a narroﬁbpartltlon 289 0.35m wide and 0.10m deep. The base of the slot

’contalned slabs of limestone up to O. 2m across and many fragments of white

. - -
. plaster. The easterly room 2" wasnmarglnally the larger of the two, - - 8-
R appr0x1matley 2.5 x 3.5m. The dimensions of room 6 wére approxxmatley 2 X . ~

3.5m. In- bq@h these rooms, as .in the remalnder of the rdoms at ground level, A ‘

£

no trace of the floorlng surv1ved. " Ploughing had penetrated to the . ‘ -

reddlsh—brown subsoil below the later Romano—Brxtlsh occupaton 1evel ;ﬁnly a

e dlstufbed horlzon of mortar, stone, tesserae, and general rubblsh was found.,
In room 2 were two sLone -packed post— holes, 287 and 288 The former, c¢ut
by the robber trench of ‘the E wallvof the room, was approxxmately 0.20m deep
- Clm tn-the 'SW of 287, posthole 288 ;as 0. 15m deep. o .
B The robber trench 280 of "the S wall of room 2 cut a small stone- llned cist

A
' } which contalned the skeleton of a neonatal 1nfant 286 laid out’ suplne with ltS
7 ihead to the W N—W The burial ev1dently took plaoe eariler than the robblng of . ]
. zthe Vllla bu1ld1ng, and most probably durlng the active llfetlme of the villa RS

.

T
¢

buxldlng, as otherw1se its coneructlon would probably have disturbed the 01st’

i T - PR . .
i _ _ . L AN R :

f- . ey e -
I 1’111.7.3.5 -Room 3. >

i

To the ndrth of'Rooms 2'andu6 Room'é was abproxima&ely 4.4 x 4.75m. in_

size. No stratlfled remains of its floor levels surv1ved A stone-lined’

P b B
' posthole 290 "0.25m deep; was found O 75m from the room's E wal] énd about .-

%“ S halfway along it. * ‘ , Coel s - ' ‘ |
- - . . ) A . . é”

. .'111736 R69m4'~’ f A :
;; \\\ To the N of Room 3 room ‘A was approxlmately 3 5 x 4. 75m in size. The ;:_AC\\\\
g "*.. room looks rather truncated on 1ﬁs N side and it is possxble that 1t was made '

PR smaller during the construction of the cellar R -\ Saxon41nhumatlon 271 H,

wWas founﬂ)in ths room: (he grave of a womdn nnd a nvnnatn1 chnld cn‘r1np/1nto

the redd@shabxown subsoil. The: grave was badly dis turbcd by ploughing, the':

“
s o - -
score marks of which could be §een_cutt1ngrthr0ugh the grave fill.-
; - - 3 - ) . . ;\ , R ; ',"N.
'-: . i L -
- ’ - - ’ 7. > )
S { . . :
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. . re .
. II1.7.3.7%Room 5 _ -¢ : < :
Eeﬂ‘ . This roomA occupying the SE corner of the farmhouse; was approximately35.5'
z.f; ' X 2. 5m, wlth a N- S 1ong axis. a@b trace of flooring remalned 1ﬁtact The
=" 1nhumat10n ‘of a. Saxon adulL male 258 - -was, found within. the room. the absence of

ca skull is best: explalned as the result of plough damage, ‘as scorlng could be
ik

e
a. oy ceoil
e ISOIL

TYY 0,6 paAs
4 AL -\)-U' NnUvtn | /7 ; a
B e . This ~ room was the main corridor of the bulldlng, occupying most of the E

'-smde ands; probably glvxng access to rooms 2, 3 4, and 5. The room was 10.5m .

Long by* 2. om Two unusual features, .267 and 268 {(Figs 78, 514,.were found in

S the foundatxons of the wall on the E gide of room. 7 ‘ These»wefe‘&oughly

SN cﬁrcular plts, about 1.5m in alameter and O 5m- deep, extending 1n51de and

ou%sxde the line. of ‘the wall. s The featuroq were 2m anarf The ﬁ Teature ?67

cogtalned in 1ts upper layer=dark browﬁasandy loam thh flecks of mortar and

*

fnhgments of llmestone, tesserae, and late Romantgottery Below this the stone

. foundations were 1ntact made. up of slantlng courses of limestone slabs about

0.3m in size. The fouhdatl n's 268 appeared to be anelntegral part of the
. t . - -
S i TAdime ma s whelh atbhar dhan an agrlam mm 1t an Fanbien
LAV VIR SV § 5 as a WIIUA‘.C %al:llCL Lilalt ais cail .L.LCA.‘V pere Ak LT L LCG\JU{ A ]

Feature 268 was%the same size and shape as the previous 0ne-but:had'been

o

S

completely robbed of %tone.

~ The surv1ving edeence of these two features does not clarlfy their
]
. function.with any certalnty The roughly central posltlon in the E outer wall,

“~ . . tnclr olstance apart and the Wlde SCOHe Dase Wthh tney provmoeq suggest that

each supported some form of column or bubtress on elther side of a doorway, )

o

a probably the ‘main entrance Lnto the v1lla bUlldlng on the -E smde

- . : -X?.
*;11;7.3.9 Room 8 . S h
: . . ‘

The main. corrldor wasg blooked at 1ts N end at some stage 1n,the exxstence

of the bullding, possibly when. the cellar was oonstruched Thls partmtlon wall

ﬂsu:vived only as»a_gxngle_course of small Coralllan ragstone buttlng up agalnst

Ldrawdm 1l wan f mim md Bbimra i A jmk o e Fr A
i ﬂ-l. Wu.LJ.’D Ull CL_VIICL_ Side. 4L Dpd\g U JUI!U

':iz ‘:' 2.5 wxd@ and less than 2m 1ong can: haraly ba glor;fl ed thh the safffe *roam),h
) f'e\nd could haversenved as no more than a cupboard It is more likely that Lhe_
T *urea wls uomp—etely boxed in bv the conctructron of the Hlockinn wall in order

f: 'S Bepaﬁaté the corridor (room 7) from the cellar haad L

e S L P . L

s
o1
o

L

-



e area ow1ng to the shallowness of the top—soxl and .almost total absepée of

IR ) SUbSOll but it was Just dlscernlble Tunnlng through to- the top of the cellar

) steps.,'- : - - s . - P
CE i LTy R )
a0 111 7.3. 10 Tge cellar (Flg 51.295; 79) ‘ . : ,
L P u -,The N end of the villa bu1ld1ng was taken up by a cellar - When the
T top501l was flrsﬁ‘removed during excavatlon the cellar area- -appeared as a

large expanse of dark- brown loam : A quadrant was flrst dug in the SE corner
' The dlscovery of part of a tessellated pavement gbout 1.5m below the surface ‘of
~. the gravel showed that the feature was a cellar or sunken room and ﬁhe quadrant
n was extended 1nto a half~sectlon Flnally the whole of the cellar was ;\;

excavated - v ) -

H

e fhe cellar con51sted of a sUnken room about 5 x 3. Sm : The walle.of the
cellar were completely robbed on: three sxdes, only on the S side did a sectlon‘

surv1ve, 15 long, O 5m w1de,vand four courses high, made up of mortared blocks
:'ofgllmestone. f:w oo T - -

It seems lxkely that the cellar was added to the bu1ldlng 1n the second =

- half, of the Ath century, after the oonstructlon of the paddock system The

P . EEY

explalned if the cellar was added to the ex1st1ng farmhouse The removal of an

ex1st1ng stnucturalﬁﬂ wall would nece551tate the- constructlon of a new internal

< partltlon wail. to separate the - corrxdor from the Gellar -

o o ) / That’ the.cellar was conétructed after the enclosure ditch is suggested by:

2

U the posltlon ‘of the farmhouse thhln 1ts enclosure Theé farmhouse is-centrally
' placed except on the N side,: where “the cellar comes wlthln Am of the N side of
‘the enclosurej, W1thout the cellar the farmhouse would retaln its symmetrlcal

Vel 7 posltlon, 10m from the ‘side. It should be noted, however that the tlmber

'structures on the S and SE smdes also dlsrupt the symmetrlcal layout. No

ce ‘vev1dence for the date of the cellar constructlon was found within the buxldlng

TR -

1tself TR R e .

A chaﬁber 5 x 3 Sm and approx1mately 1 6m deep was dug into .the gravel
’inyolvtng-%he rembvnl or'some 28:tonnes of mnaterial. Although only a short
céﬁrsa of mortarsd limesbone wallfhg survived on the S side a robber-trench’
“about oF Bm widu und 0. 15m décp was ﬁraced ‘around. all four sides ol the cellar

ol purpose of the blooklng wall at the Nend’ of ‘the corridor: (roem 7) would be i"

III 74 3 10 1 “The: cellar construction (Fig 51 L T s w -

N Ty Trow - . H - : -
i - N S . i . 3 T, .
S 5ir L. [T .. - . f o . - B .
= 7y & e . . S . N . . - . R ew
e e . - R . Pl
4 - 4 .~ : R . L

- :}*9_' C —The'foundation/bobﬁef trench offéne E wall becanme, éxtremely falnt‘ln~this -

. - - . .
-~ . - . . - .
;
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"~ and large slabs of ragstone laid on them.

‘r‘m

r\.-ﬂ -

‘chdmber. -« In the mld—sectlon of the E 51de, part of the foundatlons of small

"ragstone blpéks surv1ved where the mortar floorlng extérided ‘ACross them

-

This
*1nd1cated the p051t1gn of a doorway. 1m wide at the foot of the steps.

;t - The floor of the cellar was made up of a layer of hard—packed gravel and

llmestone fragments about 0.15m thick,

was set a tessellated pavement of white. llmestone.

covered with a layer of mortar in which

2~

The pavement was badly

f; damaged as’a result of the stone robblng 1n51de the cellar.

The central doorway rn the E side appeared to be the only entrance 1nto

_the cellar Beyond thls 4 fllght of steps led to theﬂout31de Pprobably thh an

“outer door near the NE corner of the villa. The ‘steps were cut into the gravel

Most of the regstone hereVWas also

‘ N
.robbed. ThlS stone is characterlstlcally uneveniand pitted,

s0 perhaps wooden

““\flats had orlglnally been a‘aced over the ‘stoné steps ‘Iﬁmediately outside the

entrance to. the cellar a _slot, 302,

¢

This was thought to be a soak away desxgned td stop ‘water (p0551b1y from ~the~

was found packed with raéstone fragments.
" roof) runnlng lnto the” cellar However, all the pottery sherds found in- thls

- feature date to the '2nd century AD(? B8, BlO). so lts purposc remains uncertaln

S

o and it may belong to an earlxer phase. o o -, T

LT \‘ Insxde the cellar there were o traces of nlches

,

or-indications as to how

*

-it was llt The-cellar was Just deep enough to have had'the ground floor of

¢ the v1lla constructed ‘over 1t and the arﬁangment of load—bearlng walls around

* the four sldes of the ‘main chamber suggests this \was so. The cellar would have

“-. depended for llght on the entrance, possxbly grllles at ground level on’the

f(

vap

’ outsxde wallsﬂ or on art1f1c1al llghtlng f. M ‘?““uq“s_;wﬂu»v*v e

L

/, ‘it notlceably where the tessellated pavement was - mlS* thxsﬂmay«;ndlcate

secondary floormng rather than a collapsed roof. The " ar had been filled in

Cwith ‘tipped Layers of brown sandy loam, gravel and some stone This 1ncluded

—

manyvsmall fragments of pottery and bone but not small flnds. The 1mpressxon ’
was that soil and rubbish from around the 51te had been dellberately backfllled
1nto the cavxty le(t‘by the gobblng of the cellar Although the stone walls.

-had been robbed, the gravel sides of the ravity remalned almost vertlcal with
no slgns of slumping smde the-cellar.

In the year followxng the avation of

1973 the celler was left open;- rain and: frost rapidly eroded the- sxdes ?hls r
"if not

1mmediatcly.,after the Stbne robbing Look plnce.‘ . _ e

suggests ‘that the cellar cavity was . dellberately filled in very soon,

. R - R -

3:E713

The floor bf the cellar had .broken fragments of rooflng tiles scattered on—

T

v

<

»

v



”//"off—alignm%nt The rest were\evenly spaced, about 1. J8m apart The

-

. .L:‘ ‘4 - - ’ - ! -
LC‘ i

III.7.3. 11 “The tlmber annexes (Fig 79) - .- -

-+ - *

-

At the S end of the E wall of the farmhouse a rectangular arrangement of
ten ragstone packed postholes was found These formed a three-sided timber".
structure ¢ 6 x 7mh w1th the E wall; of the farmhouse &s the fourth 51de All

the Qostholes‘were ¢ Q. bm rn dlameter and c 0.4-0, 5m ‘deep, and carefully packed

' Qith ragstone. Only the posthole 536 in the SW corner was smaller and slightly .
: §

post—cavxtles indicate that thextlmbers were probably about 0.15m in dlameter?

N . -

Near the SE corneE’two posts, 2§\and 530 are set close together; these mlght
ion of a doorway in the most. sheltered 51de with 529;act1ng

1nd1rate the posh

e .

" as a doorpost. g ' - \ o E N ‘

, laver between “the postholes and the rubble Four coins (Cat NOS 49% §O 51, | \

o 7 .
Ny 3 . .
The postholes were found beneath ‘layer of rubble destruction materia%
from the farmhouse -but prOJectlng upa into it in- such a way as'to suggest that

the structure was contemporary wfth*the farmhouse. There was no occupaelon N

145) were found in the. rubble, all datlng between AD 330 and AD 378. Beneath AN
the “rubble in the ‘NW_corner. of the annexe a patch of compacted clay and /}\ ) "\

llmestone fragments buttlng up to posthole 534 may be a surv1v1ng fragmcnt of = - \\
" the origipal floor. . “\3‘ ' C \ o : . ) 47‘- N

It is. noticeable -in ‘the zlan (Flg 79, that the line of postholes §§§y 539, .-
§§g‘etc inside room 1 could be associated w1th'those outside the farmhouse, to o
'form a separate structure. Stratagraphlcally the postholes appeared to be
contemporary with the farmhousearather than earller, they could not have been
later as they were- sealed by destructlon material. The lack of a. posthole in_
room 5 and the bresencewoz\a stone packed posthole 290 in room 3 suggest that
the 1nternal postholes were not dlrectly related to those outside, and do not, -
1nd1bate an earller tlmber structure beneath- the farmhouse . The+*northern side *
of the 'annexe‘ was nn an odd p051t10n in relatlon to the supposed door
buttress 267, apparently llnlng up with 1t -and somewhat masklng the.entrance,,
" It was thought that if a timbeér annexe existed to th\ﬁf of the stone
farmhouse another might be found to the S » Partly for this reason the -

-

excavatlon was extended to the S. A lxne of’ four postholes, three of them o -

'

stone—packed of samllarn51ze and.spacing to-the prevxous -ones was found on a

] N-S axis,. in llﬂe~ﬂlth the E wall of'the farmstead These extended for At

1&63%“6 5m. A further trench was cut through the preSenthday 1ynchet in lina
with the w wall of the farmstead (Fig 82) in’ order to see if a parallel line of
fpostholes could be fouhd;\none was locateﬂ.' Ir Bn annexe existed atthe S end . -

of Lhe farmstaad G-7m wide like the ohe on the E side,.a line of postholes may

.o e

¢

C3EM
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o , S

‘have lain benkath the.unqiéavated 1yndhet. Unfortunately %ime and finance did

" not permit exdavation of. thié;area\to'take place. A S line of postholes would

errj Rubble spread%2535—“(66) glass fragment . o -

e

probably haye een removed by the dlgglng of ditch 612 R R
Lo . 7 , P

111.7.3. 12 Flnds from the late Romano—Brltlsh farmbouse

. RubblE Spre d 18' (3) bronze fragment, (7) bronze ring, (11) bronze

s brooch 112; bronze brooch (13) iron brooch, (IA)-iron bracelet, {15)

:whorls, (145) coin AD 367-75.

Rubble spread 272: (84) glass fregment, (79) whetstope. . -,
. 'Robber'trenches 256: " (ﬁd) bnohze'ring,.(47) iron cleat, (49) coin AD

364-78, (?O) coin AD"330-5, (51).coin AD 341-6, (59) bronze brooch pin..
P gég: (72) iron ring, (76) coin A07351—53;'
o . 273: (92) jet plaque with nude figure

: £280: © (99)" iron trefoil:shapeq plaque
S - /" 281t (98) coin AD 341-46 o o
. . 2§§: (659) bone'handlern

~ _Room 1 291: (104) iron knife . . - -

'-Rggm,5~4il:' (152) steelyard weight

‘f'Butﬁnessf'of east wall:267: (135) small bronze chain ¥

v

- 293:  (111) glass fragment

PR -~

410; under spread of ? roofing’ ‘tiles: (139) coin Ad 364-78 ; ;

;CeL}ar,fill 295 V(lOS)_glass fragment, 1110)_iron cleaﬁ;
» ) 'A L o

N -

IIi.7.3Q13 The Farmhouse enclosure (Figs 49, 79) .
PO m 7 ’
The RomanOABrltlsh farmhouse sat roughly centrally w1th1n a

sub-—rectan?ar ditched emlosure 41m lOng on its-N-S ax;Ls and 34m wlde

Except for e ‘two propoSed timber annexes and a pit 726 in the SE corner, no
features were found w1th1n the enclosure whlch were contemporary w1th the-
*farmhousc--Thc'enclosure was deflned by a ditch which had a central entrancc
2 6m w1de in its west sxde. .. Two postholes, 55 and 56 0.20m deep with ?’falnt
»circular mark midway between them in the tentre of the entrance, were the only
evidence of a p0331ble gate.. None oY these features contained any dating '
'evid ce. No trace of any further entrances or causeways ncrosa the ditch were

-

1ocatetl around the re%t of the perimeter.

15_ ~ : . . ’

ol “

: e

[
2 . § .
e - x A
T . 3:F1 <

3 » -

R

;

~  <lead fragment (16) bronze brooch fragment (sBa), (58b) nottefy spindle ' °
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The enclOSure ditch was almost completely excavated Its Size and shape

" were regular th?oughout its length 1.50m w1de, about 0.9m deep, and V-shaped

~ in proflle (Flg 52). The profile with 1ts slight shoulder suggested that the
~d1tch had been left open and eroded The f111 “of the ditch supported “this
‘1nterpretat10n.-loamy gravel jin the lower part cause by the erosion of the

sides, w1th a dark-brown sandy loam in. the upper fill. There were few finds in

‘the lower, ‘more rapldly deposited-fill, whereas the top ]ayer of the ditch

contained. ¢onsiderable Quantities of pottery including Saxon material and a

R .

“ scatter-of animai—bone.’
Careful attempts were, made to flhd post voids 1n the flll or traces of

.‘post— and. stake holes in: the basé of the ditch, but none was seen. - It seems
I3 ’
probably that the villa enclosure ditch was an open one. perhaps with a small

o bank on_ the- 1n51de (there would barely be room for it on the N side” between the

--two parallel dltohes of thls perlod) The bank may have been ‘topped w1th a

hurdle, fence or hedge, but | thrs 1s,speculatlon.

-
3

. . . . . a
- 14 LR B - R

III 7 3.14 Datlng ev1dence o v

-

The ditch cut features belonglng to “the Iron Age and Early Romano Brltlsh .

~

rphases (Flg 79) "On the SfSlde it also cut through “the Romario— Brltlsh .
» l’ “corn- dnylng oven 732 whlch on c01n and pottery ev1dence belonged to the late
o - 3rd and/or ALh centuriés. Wlthln the Tlll,of “the ditch most of the dateable )
‘ materials’ was ' found in xhe Lop lay ;« Flve cblns, one dated AD 103 ll and four
belonglng to’the reign of Tetrlcuskl were allwfougp in the top 0. 10m ofmghg“,
flll 'The pnly 001h from the lower layer (Cat No 397} was an illeglble ;xh C e
century 1ssue.' It appears that the .enclosure ditch was. constructed in the Ath Y
century, but ther evxdence does not allow us to be more ‘precise than that. A

'more?detalled discuss10n follows below e : . .
: ' § ; o ' ] s .

H

~! -

AN 20 8 7.3. 15 The villa ‘paddock system (Fig‘dé)

The yllla enclosureowas one element thhln a’ checker board of rectgngular«.

- ibaddocks. The whole. system was bounded by an outer dltch thh an E 'side 128mv';/¢7
long and a Siilde of 112m.- Flgure 49 shows the paddocks on the eV1dence of
aerial photographs and excavation Unfortunately, because a housing ‘ e
development was'taklng place in the N area from 1972 excavablon was limited 'i_l'?

. there. . - . -
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A palr of parallel dltches, formlng a trackway ran along the E 51de of the
paddock system (Fig 81). The N end was not excavated but aerial photographic -
Aevfldence indicated that thé&as an entranc'e_from the paddocks to the trackway
and dléo to a further trackway which branched off from=the NE corner of the 7

enclosure and ran NE

iV . - ) F
"‘l

In the S half of its, length some 37m of the trackway were excavated. The
two dltches were about 3.4m apart; there ‘was no trace of metallxng between them
(Fig 54). ) The 1nnend W d1tch~w35“the‘slighteFT"O B w1de and O 4m deep into

: the gravel ‘the outer, E dltch was 1.8m wide on average and 0.6m deep. The"

; ——¢

outer dxtch showed ev1dence of recutting in places along its length. Both__

¥

ditches had a,falrly.unlform fill of reddish-brown sandy loam.
—At the S end the outer ditch 826 merged with the S boundary ditch of the
- paddodk system. There was no ev1dence of an entrance at this point glVlng
access to the Lrackway 1tself from the outside. The inner W ditch 833
termlnated short of the S boundary dltch A spur ditch 835 projected
- r northwards from the S boundary*® ditch, staggered sllghtly to the west of 833
- leav1ng an entrance gap 1: 2m w1de from the trackway to the 1nternal paddock
. ' areah There was no trace oféany gate structure at thls p01nt ‘
The S boundary dltch of the paddock system was uncovered and largely
:excavated for 88m. The ditch probably orlglnally extended for 112m before
turning N but the W end was ﬁestroyed by “the digging of gravel plts in the
. 19th century (Fig 49, 82-84). ST L
T ; 7 , The dltch was an average -2m wide~ w1th a slack U—shaped proflle about 0. 7mf
- deep (Flg 55). The sectlons ‘suggest that the ditch was an open one. WhlGh’
gradually silted up When this dltCh was almost fllled it was récut- at the E

end w1th the constructlon of an addi%lonalwpaddock to the: S (see 3%G7).
At the W end the ditch cut through the top of the- waterhole, 609, 'Tﬁ;'

prov1d1ng one daf . the few stratIgraphlc sequences for'the datlng of the paddock

!

system (see Flg 53) L N ff

T ST y Lo T Ny
. { I EI n

tan

sy - Onits’ W 51de the outer- boundary dlteh was more dlfflcult to trace. The , ~
SW corner was destroyed by the 19th century graVel pxt but the ditch was
L icked up on the N slde Jof the pit. It was then traced WIth dlfflculty for 28m

‘_;vf;_ to the Ni- The dltch, 8,.was tut by a large later Romano—Britlsh pit, 1 andA'

o _,apeared to be*overlain by a shallow dxtch from whlch came a silver coin,

; probabl&* haf?—grqat of Hehry VIII (unfortunabcly this-coin was stolen before

.

L
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a positive identification was made) . There was no trace of ‘an enfranbe into
fne paddock system, aIthougn'one might haerbeen expected oppositeithe entrance
to the villa compound. = : ‘ 5 g
Theiinterior of the paddock system was\divided up-by a $eries of*regularly
laid-out ditches. Thepe was also evidence of internal fénceS‘}n'the form of

11nes of postholqs. e \

To the W of the villa enclosure there_was no sign of further subdivisions
between 1t and the outer boundary ditch, a dlst'nce of 33m. Slmllarly, to the
S there were ho 1nternal d1v151ons,'except a p%s.ible line‘of postholes between
the corn-— drylng oveh and the main area of infant ?urlals The principal

1nternal divisions were to the N and NE. - - . _ -
Immedlately N of .the v1lla enclosure\dltch (;x %7) érpaddock ditch- 336
ran parallel to it, with a gap of only 1. 5m between| them at the level of the
Agravel surface (probébly about 1m at ground level). \\Brancﬁtng to the N; near
““the W termlnal of’ 336, was a shallow slot with tr cei of posthgles in it,
probably a fence i}hg, formlng the W side of a paddoqk 14.2m across (Flg 76)

The dltch 336 ;Bme\\?tely N of the v1lla enclosure\formed a, Central axis
lylng E-W across tHe paddock system. NE of the v1lla enclosugs\fnere was a gap
1n‘thls ditch 335m wide g1v1ng access between the N’gnd S halves of\LQE‘papdocK

- system.., The ditch 543 then continued %o the E, terminating 1.5m short 5F7ﬁmg\g\\\\\\

as anoLher entrance;—or monGFllkely 1ndlca+es~that a bank ex1sted running down

Lrackway which bounded the E side- (Fig 81). The gap here may have functioned

the E side of- the trackway
. South of theoE-W axis dltch a further ditch 690 sub- d1v1des the area E of
© the villa (Figs 80. 81). '

.o -

*~\ In the N part of the paddock system a small area was excavated (trench

©I1I, Fig\\\; "This. uncovered the dltCh v151ble on the aerial - photograph 396
and parallc‘\to 1t to the N-a naprow slot with postholes, 421, and a further
~:dxtch 395. 396 confaiagd\red tile and limestone fragments, possxbly 1ndicating

anocher building’ in. .this N area. The N paddocks were pfobabrv much mor

ucomplex than is 1nd1cated by the a\\igl photographs. ‘ E
*

- . - =
5 . s . . T N . s

III.7 3. 16 The 1ate Romano~British {armstead enclosure sizes - S -
. L Y . B *

-

\Tho f&rBt phase of. enclo&ure ditches, immediately around tle farmhouse R
1uaelf; Qas 1uid“eut\yith a- oonsidernble degree of, th?ugh not erfecL .
'rcyula§¥ty: The 1nterhnl dIViuons of the enclosure aystem do not form Bimple
'ntahdﬂrditéd blocku but vury con-iderably 1n sizo.' The.lntest pa \ock d;tches, -

T e

*idﬁnﬂ ta. Yhn uida, lrc much mope irregulur than e carlier ones.

-»
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-
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It LS temptlng to search ror unlts of measurement in a layout sug¢h as
ﬁhas, though dangerous in v1ew of the dlfflculty of estﬁbllshlng flxed poxnts
Eroded and recut ‘ditches provide a variety of possible edges For thls reason
no attempt 1s made here to convert the site: measurements 1nto -Roman feet a
“(295.7mm) Drusxan feet (335mm or 294.2mm), or paces (5 Roman feeé). It is v }_
WOrth'pointing out, however _that the presence of Ehe larger Roman meésurement,'4
the actus (120 Roman feet or 35 48m) can perhaps be detected in the layoptdof
Barton Court-Farm. - - B ' A
.' The distance across the farmyard from E to W, “and the distance from the
‘farmyard entrahce W to the outer boundary ditch both measure 1 EEEEE -So also
- does the wxdth of the N end of the paddock dltch SE of "the farmhouse and that
'qf +tHhe-paddocK NE of ‘the farmhouse. The © sxde of the outer farmstead boundary

: ditbh,:from the SW corher to- the 1nner E corner,'adjacent to the Lrackway, .
measures 3 ggii; iThere are, of course, many measurements which do’not fit thls'
Qgg;icular iarge uniﬁ”énd_}n view of the difficulties’ descrlbed above lt'IS-nqt
'felt'that‘any exercise based on flner subdivision. would be. conv1nc1ng In view
Cof the fact that at least five major elements in the plan can be expressed in
terms of the EEEEE! it seems possxble that a ﬂbman unit of measurement was used

_in laylng out the farmstead , ]

111.7.3.17 Finds from the late Romano-British farmhouse enclosure ditch

R

g: (10) bronze bracelet, (19) bronze fragment, (20)—bronze perfor&teg,'

sheet . , ¥ . o .»_ .
N N . - L N e . ) B
340: (128) coin AD 270-4 L - ‘
. : : - _ o L ) o
- ©346: (118) bronze ring . . 7

602:  (155) bone comb, (158) iron Bucket handle, (174) ifon plate, (176)

bone biﬂ,’(l??) potLery gamlng counterT (179) bone comb fragment {180)
Large iron. nail, (182) glass fnagment (191) bone comb 1192) sawn ‘antler
. t;np1 (197) bronze braceletg (200) worked antler ) ;

618? (178) bronze ring with»animal decoratlon
'gﬁdﬁr (193) bronze penannulnr r;ng, (194) iron. cleaL or oxshoe, (195) , -

whetstqne P s, ,_' L. .
628 -(187) irpn brooch fragmont : . .
‘675 (196) coin AD 270—4 {216} coin AD 270-4, (217) iron 5bject ‘(220)

iron object. (222) coin illegible 4th century, (226) bronze strip, (230) o
1ron hnil. (25ﬂ) bronzp otrip, (255) glncs fragmont. (263) iron knire. rf s

(251) brouze bird hand mounb, (680) glnss frlgmtnt, S

.

.
e
.
.
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-dshaft of the well was found 1. 75m below the present day- ground level © e
‘well was then excavated by - removxng about 2m10£,the fiil, dlsmantlxnéﬁlhe ‘j: -

Jloperated The timber base of the well was left in p051t10n to avoid the

'broken'roofing tiles. 'This -served to brevent the gravel wails‘of the shaft | * \

' surv1ved — S i L L Co
Joink (a similar construqtlon was used in. a Romano-British well at ce Co

fdellberakely posxtioned there to stop-erosion.

»bcen responaible for the c0natru¢%ion of many Q<;is explained hisesimilar.use

'iXCINlbion;th&/wlLQP table 1n~the well wnn found to ba 2.25m below ground

- P - . . -

;695:A~(204).bronzgvoosmetiévspOOn (205) ifon:belb nook? (206) bronze},

strip. > 5
111.7¢3218 Wells = N S ?
I11.7.3.18.1 Well 832 (Figs 81, §7) -~ \ e e }

e
¥
T4

-

5. 5m sw of bulldlng 2.a stone-lined wzil 832 was" located { The stone

-
S0,

‘stone 11n1ng 1niorder to widen the otherw1se impossibly narrow, shaft, and

shoring the 51des w1th shutterlng and acro—props ‘The fill-of the we]l;was N

~recorded in a“ serles of spits of depths convenlent for worklng in., No ~

\
‘section could be left xn place in-view. of. the small -size of the shaft an q .

\ .

|

the .constant flow of water which" reqﬂlred ‘that ‘a pump -be Contlnually

- Neros
‘ .

. 7 '
expense and danger involved in remov1ng it. ’ ' 7 R \
. - VoA
The well was const;uoted by lxnxng a hole ¢ 3.50m in diameter with ' B
Kimmeridge cléy~bonaéa~witn irregular ooursés of limestone slabs, probably \ \\

<qollap51ng or belng washed into the well,prOper by the constant flow of

water, At the centre of the olay llned hole a stonesshaft S.35m deep was . X \\

built up-.of large hlocks of Coralllan ragstone .Thj{well shaft was ¢ .0.8m - \

square at the base- narrowxng to only 0. 5m at the nlghest p01nt at whlch it

The base of .the well was fogmed by a ‘box of'elght substantxal timbefs

{1(probdbly oak), on whlch the stone shaft rested ’roughly Q. 30 x 0.15medin

\cross sectidn._ The beams*we"e slotted xnto,one another u51ng g half- housxng~

- Appleford, Oxon, and is more fully discussed in that report (Mlles 1980)). P

On the floor of . the well there was a slab of ragstone, apparently

Above the base txmbers the shaft was constructed pr1nc1pally of 1arge‘ .

‘ unworked ragstone blocks A number of fragments of mlllstone were also built

into the shaft- (see 5: AlA)*.» Between each, course of sLone a thlck layer of moss (see
9.C6) had been placed. ‘A local farm labourer who in:pre-war- days had - '

3

of moss as a form of bedd&ng to ‘stop the unave gstones rocking about At

the same time Lnﬁ moss may hnve acted ms a [ilter for. tha water. During

3:F11
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ar

level there. was a depth of water. of 3. BOm in the well. The fill of'the»

- wellshaft con51sted of large quantltles of stone rubble waterlogged vegetable

s

matter,lpottery. ahnd animal’ bones " Thls matexlal had probably beén thrown in
-dellberately to backflll the dlsused well. e . ’

The. lowest 0. 50m of the well (Splt 6) contalned materlal that had probably
accumulated durlng its 11fet1me almost complete pots, ironwork 1nclud1ng '
keys, a latchllfter and a spear, some thlrteen leather sandals vand on the base

an 1ron hook and fragments of a buckegt with its blndlng, probably the orlglnal

flttlngs of the well. - .

- * -Only a limited area was excavated at the surface, around the well No - .

B L — LN T e

ev1dence was found of a coverlng structure, though it is likely that sonre form

of shelter was prOV1ded,'1f only over the shaft 1tself.
L 7 » - : - . - . o
II1.7.3.18.2 Well 950 (Figs 83, 58, 59) - S I

-28m SW of ,the villa building a second well 350 was'found. * It sat within
an lrregular oval feature c 18 bid 10m and ¢ 1.2m deep. This- large fea@ure -
con51sted of a series of lrregular hollows Wthh had the appearance of pltS dug _;J -
fask .. for gravel. This quarry was much larger than was strlctly necessary for a .
- ) foundation trench for, the well probably the hole mas flrst dug for graVel and
>Lhen utlllzed as a well. ~
It appeared from the section (Flg 59) that the well was- constrUcted 1n51de
this gravel pit and the rest. of the. hollow fllled in behlnd the stone wabls

%hls £ill consisted largely of gravel with some loam and large quantlt» s of

‘animal bone. The upper layer of the fill, c 0.2m thick was, made up of a fine t gg

N
i Agrey—brown 1oam with more, fragmentary occupation deb}ls as if rubblsh had 7
T gradually accumulated in the sub51stence hollow around the well and in the top ¥
L . : J.‘-~'¥“‘ o ’

i1

L ‘ of the well—house after it had been abandoned‘ : . oy

- .é" =

The fill of the hollow on the E side was pon51derably dlfferent It

s - - -

appeared that here the hollow had remalned open durlng the llfetlme of the

well, provlding acoess from ground level. It was then fllled up with- matcrlal

v

S sxmllar to that. in the top level‘ln.the rest of the feature. - s

o Well 950 consisted of a square shaft dug into the clay under1y1ng the

» gravel deposxts. This’ shaft, startlng from the base of the gravel p1L was‘ .

C1.1m deep, though its bottom was about 3. 00m below the present—day ground ‘ V
_surface. Blocks of Corallian ragstone abaul_xen,ggurses,deep,wexg..nALt P, LQh,ﬂmhm;-l

form‘a shaft 0. 8 X Q.7m. Insideg these, oak facing planks ¢ 0.75 x:0,2 x 0.03m

‘_wure hcld in place by sguared obk posts (0.08m" square and up to 0. 63m long)

Adrlv.n into thc clny at each corner. - The wooden liding might have opiginally .

N - . N ; - . “

. . y - N I . } - T .
S LT C3:FP3 S .
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continued to the surface of the well. Shafty:ggt 1t only survxved below the

present—day water table. It seems unlykely that thls rather. rudlmentary

;construction of corner posts could haveXpeen much hlgher without becoming

unstable. Below ‘the wooden shuttering and rther irregular ‘coyrse of -
stones the well contlnued a further 0.15m into the clay; this g;;bably O
resulted from the hollow1ng out of the bottom of the well By use.

L

When excavated -the well had a-depth of water of about 0.53m, probably

apout the same as in .the ﬁth'eentury; at most it would}have been 1.0m deep.

£l

Ces : - .The well shaft was enclosed w1th1n a. stone built well house. 3. 2m square.

Faced blocks of ragstone\bonded w1th monxar weﬁe used for the walls, which were
-c '0.6m wide at the base. Above the flrst course the walls were 1nset 0.2m.
The walls survx;;d/}o the level of the present day gravel surface, a helght of

el 1,20m and a maxamum of thlrteen courses.' The W wall ‘was v1rtually intact;

- xbut the lack of stone suggested that there had been an ehtrance on’ this side.

The section (Flg 59) ‘also indicated a ramp or steps leadlng down from thé

surface on this sxde. ' ‘ 7

- The inside:of the well house was frgdred with rammed gravel, which looked

like the nakyral gravel but was found\\o haucgbean lalo over the stone

e

. ;' : foundatlons of the well shaft. ' if
. . . . ‘ A'i\: ) “o- .
oo IIT.7.3. 18.3- Finds frbm‘ late Romano—sriti‘s"‘ﬁ* well 832
Typmae [ A . B / ’7"4, P

I s

All flnds from splts 5 & 6 except mlllstones built lnto the shaft of thek
o well , . " » » ) v
gég: ?(432 r\dés)zleather sanda}s, (4395 irdnsatyaéhment plate,‘(AAO) iron
. hook, (a41) iron attachment plate, (442) iron latch lifter, (443) iron .
— . | spea;head‘ ‘(444) iron key, (445) 1ron key, f;:3ﬁ 1ron ‘bucket band, (646 -
f‘br ‘A.“\ '648) .millstones, (650 - 656ﬁ mlllsthe fragments, (676) glass fragments

. from spit 1, (682) wooden bucket base. (683),ha1f a wooden bucket base,

! - Ferebutenatoar eretadorariiirs ANTOETT— R
- - g v ¥ . s
5 ) . +* :

-III.7.3,1é.d Finds frdﬁrRomano~Bfitish well 950’and wellhouse

N _ 3 [
w‘ - B ' . -

e T ‘Flll of origlnal quarry hole . /
."‘ C 850/2" (502) iron bbject, . (507) Jet bracelet fragment (509) shale
o ) spindle' whorl (512) perforat@d bone strlp /
ST o 1020* 1836) bronze dividers. o ! - /
: Scone wnlls of \ve‘llnomrsq,g 951:  (520) ,glpu'frn:gment

Woll shart ffll 50[ (679) leathar shoe {fragment.

O ‘e st P . . . - .
N N Y ) . o - . B .
: - Lo - . B “ -
~ aox T~ N - - - . _ -
- 1 .
- . - P

#

those on the 8 and N sxdes had sldhped 1nwands, “the £ wall was badly disturbed -

~i T " (684) wooden bucket base and stays. (685) wooden peg, (686-) wooden'bLock}
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.  Post-abandonment Till of the well 974/1: (531) iron ring, ,4533) bronze .-
. N . - A N . P ———— . "

wire bracelet.

- 1084/1:  (534) glass fragment, (535), bronze coin, illegible 4th century.

A . . a

L 111.7.3.19; Corn-drying oven 864 {Figs 83, 61) . / -
- u . .
- R . 16m E of ﬁhe well house and -6m’ Nlof the principal E-W paddock dltch a
' second T—shaped ;orn drying oven was found Thls one was positioneg w1thln the
o paddock between the 1nfant burlal ground and the well orienﬁated'N—S with its
. " Xlue entrance to the N. S iET“.l:" s ) ? ‘

- . e ' - N -* -
oy o - in‘ v

AR o ¢ The corn—dryer was . constructed 51m11arly to the prevxous and earlier one
732: a T—shaped chamber llned w1th dry ragstone, 3.3m long and 0.30m wide
internally The arms. of the chamber together were 1.50m long and thg( pace
e ) betWeen them .harrowed down to 0.20m. The corndryer survived 1ntact up to the

surface of the gravel its chamber belng 0. 80m deep wlth elght courses‘of

& ™

. B ‘ : . . E »‘E‘ *
stone. R . S o .- . £

. - T kS

At the N~end a flat slabof ragstone had been placed in the” enﬁgance of

- the flue toact ‘as a base ‘for the -fire whlch heated the corndryer Thlsrspone

V.

and the chamber walls near it were burnt tq ‘a reddlsh colour o
oy o Bullt arotind the 1nslde walls of’ the ashplt and "joining ‘on to .the NE end
e - of the corndryer wa§’the base of a fllmsy wall partly tumbled inwards. ThlS’

 may have acted as a baffle against the occa51onal strong N w1nds on the site 1f
lf.vi,*{f‘the corndryer was not enclosed within a structure with screenlng walls By the

' ;" NW_ end of the-corndryer the line of stones  turned W, where lt butted agalnstlﬁ

*two stone—s%abs Whlch formed steps—grvtng*aoeess*to bhe—s*oke~h016"of“tn€

A N Y Sl Y
_ corndryer . co T e o , R N
e : l ' ST

~ Ixs

1I1.7.3.19.1 Finds from corm—drying oven 864 -

y ~ H§§§r, (505) iron sbrip B . , ' ST T
L. o . . 857: ﬂ518) iron obgect o - f& '”‘.-"°‘ :'? o
R :4§§§:' (508) iron strxp with bronze rivets = - 4 ,
. ‘ggga (5l9) bronze pin '_'— R ?:,'. e%

- II1.7.3.20 Finds from Iatef Romano—British'bits

‘. i

' 1"d(ﬁ) bFOhZBvFOd (5) bronze coin; AD 335 t(6) bronze _coin, A3 388—92
(21) irbn latch 1ifter, (24) iron rastenink. (45) iron rod.

.3 80:- (23) bronze spoon
I YAA 1136) iron knife
252: (101) lead fragment”

- I'V : . s:)
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: . - B Y > -
282: (95) bronze wire, (96) decorated bronze rod, (107) glass fragment

- 708: (2 7) bronze coin AD 350-60, (213) lead lump, (214).bronze disc, .
. (218) iroﬁinail: (2317 glass fragment (232) (233)_iron'objecte, (23{)
bone,pln, (242 a & b) two shale bracelets, (243) jet bead, (266) %ron
obgect,, (270) bronze wire, £661) bone handle. . o
, Unstratified finds éZ§ (subSQil):, (123) bronze snake ring, (125) glase y
fragment, (126X bronze spoon handle, (129) bfonze wire fingv'i:\ .
IIY.7.4 . The lahe Romano-British period: Phase 3 (Fig 62l ) %;‘,' ] ;1__A
¢ 1I1.7.4.1 ‘The snuthern enclosures (Fig5183—88) - - ;l>c PN
: : : o~ : \\’_ﬂfi
“When the main E- w dltch on the S side of the villa farmyard system was 7

almost completely qllfed up (Flg 55), a group of 1rregular—shaped paddocks was
added to the’ Sr The N arm of the SE paddock was cut along the lngygf the

2= s i

older enclosure dltch Although the sections 1nd1cated that the dixch dh% no . ,"U'”

- v 1onger‘functlon1ng, presumably its l1ne was: c‘tlll evident as a sllght hollow or “

marked by an 1nternal bank and hedge. The E trackway dltch wanalso recub at 7'5 ”?

7 this time. - - . B ;,,‘ . |
? S “, The relatlonshlp of the later SE paddock to the earhger E-W dmtch,could be

seen best where the two 1ntersected at the NW corner of the later paddock (Flg L
' B3 The excavation bhOWLd that thexe was -a fairly Lomplex sequence of dltch

< V -
cu‘%lngs consmstlng of: . . _ )

I e . N

*

sy % 1 " The main E-W ditch 85A , BN . : g;,,f e

2 2 o
. \Vx;gi*Recut of 854 on its S 51de termlnatlng close”, to the 1ntersectlon -witth Ahlflf/
T e N*S ditch ggg o - T ) < T f
’ e 3 . N~ S_dltch 853 énd,E—w dltch 870 part of the SE paddookﬁitermlnatrng o ; )
- c10sé” to the 854 recut ~possibly all@three xermlnals were | ¥ -

Cbntempoféry\and indioake%& entrance into the ney, ﬁaddock ak; thxs p01nb~“ ‘s

1". ’ ‘»““4 853 arld 870 were‘recut £o .join one anotber 16 a conﬁanuous dltch

& > "

A T

::}if , FBhe SW paddock was a‘max1mum of 33m wide and 38m long It wag hotrlald

1.

AEf-I, .ouk wlth thegregularlty of the other Romano—Brlthh enq}osu}es for &hé dl;ches e
- on the w\and E'Qldes curved in towards the centre, form:np»an clongaﬁed i

0y - . v

LR ) . DL g
Iﬂrshape. - e ; 5 o LI ,' R o v .l

i E I

’On Lhe'ﬂ 51de of the paddock ;heodltch sontalned~a ?li 879 1.20m deep éiv‘{- ;

e 1. PR SN
(v_.

hg‘ s, Qaee of t.he grayel @l}o BSm below t’heaevex agedew»l of the - d.n:ch s

& of ‘he dl\ h 1n an asea B clayey Ll

l'matarlalv, the §1t i‘ill lndicaked t}lat i had _been wat"éﬂ,mggeﬂ. On theys the - '
f ahd p&%}*m&d ‘irreg&lm stebs Bnd, sh@mfj slgns of

PR
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L "/_' Adm Tong sectlon of the ditch (Fig 84) to the E of the water—hole 879-was

o L

M packed‘w1th Coralllan ragstone and some fragments of-red tile in 1ts upper fill |
ffxl‘f ' ’(Flg 35) This ma%erlal appeared tS be bedded into the top of thé ditch’ and .
“i" M »posSlbly 1nd1cated a cr0551ng p01nt lnEO the paddock when the ditch 1tself was .

' e almogr comp]otcly 1nflllcd Alternahlvcly, thc matcxlal,mlght have found 1Ls ) ) .
.. way mnto the dltth about ‘the tlme of “the demolltlon of the ROmanovBritlsh

Cros
-

bulldlngs : . . ‘f ,' 5"-> o T . o i T ¥

N --". é 4 .
. a LM,

Tk f 3' . The E dltch was easily traced for 7m at its N end .where it was Qut throughz

- gravel ?here was a- 5011 change to the o-of thls (marked by a dashed llne on
¥'i7?;A) Flg éZS ; The- dltch was completely 1nv151ble in plan in the reddlsh brown

; ‘ , clayey lOam fo{counteract.thls a serxes of box sectlons was cut across “the ﬂﬁ'g
:”~2§' .ljgrOJeéted line of’ the dltch in order’ to find 1t in sectlon (Fig 88) . At the

;.-4 vooe b

S N Junctron of’ the gravel and'the cIayay so;l the wéter tablb was on%y a few .
'iéljili:f:centlmetﬁes below ground levelff The dltch around the”baddoék 1mmediately s >.m;;—
T“Q,t. . . changed.;haracsfr‘ hﬁvang a wlde, lat proflle and waterlogged 51lty fill. In ot
. {f the £ dltch a w1cker llned well 108o wds found belonging to. the Saxon perlsd- C
;.“ " (Flg 88) xNéaY the sw corngr of thq paddock ‘at the junctLon of three ditéhes

e g y 1243 and 1185 there was a waterlogged sump - 1178 " 0.65m deep and

0)

oW comptetely fxlied with Coralllan ragstone when fouhd (Fig 87)~m To*the SW. of .
oo th% dump a very shallow gglley 1l85 was ,traced for 4m whereupon it pe»ered ' -

'ogp, This pvobabﬁy acted as an overflow ¢hannel for the sump. ST g,f'

e i. ;‘&f The squthern a;; Of the Badﬂock 1240 was w1de (4. 3m) andvfelatxvely . Ty
5halloWh(O 80m). w1tm a ﬂdrk grey—brown clayey flll (Flg 55) The whole of the+: .-
s half*qf thxs paddodﬁ _was crlss—crossed with modern 1and drams, some of them .
) 2 put 1n by Mr Benson, the last person to. farm the 1and .who canlrmed Lhav he . -

o Y = ..

) A o B T O , T
IlI 74,2 uaklng~ev;dencq f‘r’ R 'y ;"» AR B T

had dlfficult% keeping this:area dry . 1' o S ‘ ~'-;-7*4~t¥m—*~

-

eV : 7. , :
.;ny¥ 5‘& On straLLgr§PViQ groZ ds it ccdld be seen’ that the SE paddock had been

s added to Qha«maxn }lla £ ard 5yskem aftEP 5uff1c1ent time had elagsed for
e oo the main 'S boundery diteh of t,he fat‘myarﬂ o fill up almost COmplet,ely Thxs‘
. ;;i , mup‘obnbly'véok place:&n the ﬁg}e Rbmhno—British permo@, in the’ early Sth. -~ .

d’in Lhe dibch-arounﬁ ﬁhé paddock dating betwégn

th t;oxns were fo

AD‘VZ/G vné AD ’3“78 bhut all Came-.from the top layer, ", - ST ~
" *i‘ v . ' 3 LA “'"‘ }',">?- 7‘? ) i R "
,III. %, ﬂ 3 Find- fmm *th'u l hs\; anano-sﬁritiuh clogur’e'&ibcrh‘es and SEw
i '{h R o 7;.' - Tt h :: » © . s :77’ .‘: | .
* T LI * . 4 x . -
; T - - . - o
(daa)v&pon xnirt. (426) bronzg thaat., o RN
T PN LI R ’
B - . 3 0 10 * = ¢




2
NS ‘:i M"_.f ) ) e ) - - ’ . A - J 3
. ) v 8&75 (501) bronze nail cleaners, (508) iron key, (513) iron plate and -
B nau,é._taag menzeM.BAl..ﬁ . ‘ e
853" Tirow sHeArsy T(STI) Aron nail, (529) iron sheafs.»*““" : '

o -~ 854: ,(516) iron coil
| : .\ . . 879: (517)-brqnzeAcoin, 4th century ° ‘
- - .. 901%. (645) whetstone - S - -
) - 953: i522) bronze brooch, (605) coal fragments

1109: (566) bronze cofn, 4th century, (567) bronze coin, AD 330-54 (583)

iron Knife. . . oL e s

.\1{- a7 (574)’fcotringﬁof;5;onze vessel. o . ‘ :
' . Al70:  (582) sheet “brornize dlSC RN ,v T ; :
’ liig? (631) glass fragmenh R \?*? . » o 7 ot
] .}1§§=;‘(607) bronze belt fittlng e ) ' , ‘
'Cl S vlggg?' (632) bronze bracelet : ,ﬁf' » . l - ) v o
-~ X238:  (636) brohze coln D 260- -8 . R o T T
‘ 7, fiE&l: (639).glass f{agment. . s e oo ’ ’? 7
'_.frﬂ' T Froh_Within-SE paddockgv (Géé)rqdefnstone.’ T v»‘\. : i%ﬁ
BT . . A - : . - A
" “I11.7.4.4 puilding 2 (Fig 63) .. .
’ e Durla;\;;;avatioalln the area ¢ 35m/east of éhe farmhouse, large i ‘

ﬁqpantxtles of mortar fragments and some’stone were. foqu in the topsoil. and
“‘” subsoxl The extent of these was plotted Although a building. was suspected,

' no coherenr plan could be traced. ~The trbnch was -extended ¢ 8m to ‘the' S in =~ &
. order to«see if more SUbstanxial evidence of a building could be located The
‘extenslon of. the trench ‘involved cutting into- the lynchet which ran across the v
-site. At its shallowest the topsoil in the trench was a. mefe 0. 12m deep; the

—_—

5011 in the lynchet, Ln ‘contrast, was O. 52m deep.' It was hoped ‘that this depth -
T, of soxl would have- provxdegafuff101ent protectxon from- the plough to preserve
-jﬂ " - some of the ‘suspected bufld;ng ) Lw: o = 40 ek ;‘

N “Under the, %ynchet fragments of the S wall of the building, runnxng E-W

, were found A slngle course of faced llmestone ‘blocks, ¢ 0.10m thick and bound

a

el

together with mortar, formed a f0undation wall ¢ 0. 7m nlde. The blpcks rested :
on the graval surface with no trace of a‘founddtign trench. -Even this piece of
wallihg was badly. dieturbed and only two secthns survxved 1.7m"and 3.5m long

7 with a gnp of over 3m botwaan chem. Faint discoloration in the sotl overlying X
o th grtVbl surfnce indicntud thut éxn wall originully extended nbout“? 5m o
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t The other sxdes of the bu1ld1ng were consxderably more dlfflculbwto trace.
t g
At the W end thé mortar and rubble stopped on a fairly prec;se Ilne The,

spread of mortar and ﬂ"ﬁ]lﬂht sher1ng in the gr nch )urfavo suﬁpgstod a,
~ possible 11ne for the N wall, xndlcatlng that the bulldlng was orlglnally c .

LT 5m wide. At the E end there was no trace of a wall at all and it 15 pOSSlble

.

A that none ever ex15ted N The- bulldlng may have beén open- -ended. A stone—packed‘
posthole, 840, O. 40m deep,and with a central v01d 0. 20m across, possxbly heid a
s postoproviding goof support at this E end. ,‘\ S . o

~N . . | o T

Inside the building a solid block of mortar, 773, 1.4m 1ong and 0. 5m w1de,

© with 'a ledge on the E 51de 1ndlcated that a’ partltlon wall for whlch the

7

- mortar pnobably dcted as the base, hdd divided the bu11d1ng laté‘nlly down the

centre ‘, To the west of “the partltlon the great concentratlon of mortar showpd‘

chat the room (c 7.5 x m) orlglnally had a mortar floor, completely brokqﬂ up f\r.‘
.by the robblng of* the bulldlng and subsequent ploughlng e

< The E. room contained scarcely any mortar though thefe were some fragments -
of limestone flags on the earth floor Near the SE” corner a group of worn
stones appeared to be .in situ as cobbllng . co - CEr o 7 %

. »

A small oven or furnace 801 was found centrally placed in the £, room (Flg ' Bl

' 63) The bVen was rectangular in ?ﬁape, 1. 10m in length, 0. 65m wxde, wlth an

-

1ntdﬂnai flue 0.20m wlde. It was orieptated N-S with a fluc entrance on the W

- L o

s&den The oven con51sted of a sxngle course of Coralllan ragstone blocks' but ; S
g

- 1ncluded a worked freestone fragmenn pOssxbly reused from the farmhouses The’
. . =

ovenowas.floore@ w1th llmestone slates ) An area‘outside the flue -entrance

' r A < -‘_L‘;;v‘ L

‘approxlmately 2m SQuare showed.traces of . 1ntense burnlng, but there was no, ; e

» e . PR -
nashpiu as such There we no - flnds to lndlcate the funqtlon of - the oven. . o

i;r h - Thls sxmple two~roomed building produeed a-large quantzty of flnds
Gt fragments of Jet shale, glass, 1rbnwork 1nclud1ng a‘Spearhead ﬁersonal'
,decoratlons such as bracelets, a~Quernstone fragment “anid A pronze lioh s %ead

Cs mount probabl&rfrom a.plede‘bf furnlture. In partlbular, 89 coins were found,,

. QOstly,conflnpd to’&n grea of aboubrdm in the centre of the bUlelng T¢.

:v: seems likely Lhat théy represent a scattered hoard. The pxeces daté te. the o fw”i

:ii Ihte ath century and many of them are{ﬂorn, suggesting that t ey . couId not haq!’ v

1‘ KX . “ o 7"
,2' Q};‘,a

x., Yy

‘.a visxb}e pxle of rubb&e, in the mld 6th centhny The const:uctxon date offihe o
) ’jbuilding is uncertein but: u’cvin atrat&fied under the cobbling in the E roam*'
L v . gAve m Qntc of AD- 330~ﬂ1 (f}n\: No 33) Jgnd _there ware two fx-agments of mid 324th

R -,uunl.ursy Oxtordsnire ;coluur—ebam‘d; ng‘u undur e, wall founqlatjon st,cmes. The S

[N N
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PR o e \
a A ' “"-' ) ti o ‘ . - ‘ k ’ /”("‘ N
. tobbling cduld, of course, be secondary. but the finds evidence and the ’
- . “.building's association with the paddock5'makes,é construction date 4n the mid -
" 4th century mostflikely. 7 ’ - ( ‘
. - » ( . B N ) N f ' ¥
“, «II1.7.4.5 Finds from Building 2 .s : a . g
; t . - ‘ . .
' 81 coins were foundiwiﬁHin,Building 2, probably mostly-ﬁfom a_diSpe}Sed
‘_V’ - hoard. 'They are rot, listed here, but fér‘deﬁéils‘see thefboinvreport {5:B10)
. "712: (228) bronze wire bracelet, (229) iron‘oq€?ct, {235)- bronze '
, . , o N * ' - ) .- > e . .
PE - bracelet, (236) (237) bronze fragments, (239) iron obfect, (244) iron .
— ) N N ) . N ' ) t‘ i R "; ‘ ) ~ s
) cleat, [2a48) glass. fragment, (249) brarze fragment, (2507 (25IV JET
. . , R o : .,
7 . . oo .
f\ fragments, (252)~bronze fragment, (253)._jet fragment, (259) 7 worked
’ : ' : . : -~ -v ; v: ‘- . . ’ )
: antler, (262) iron bar perforated by a nail, (268) bronze lion's head
mduntf (272) peffofated Yone plaque, (276) glass vesael rim, (277) iron.
- . . . . . B B . . . NS
stqpley'(ZBi) bronze chain, (332) glass rim, (662) shale fragment . .
- N 766+ :(27A) glass fragment, (275) bone .comb fragment, (278) whétstoﬁe,
(279) iron staple, (341) iroh s§aple, ' o S o
- i . "788: (294) bronze bucket héndléf (295) quern. fragment, (296) bronze
- fragment, (299) gilded bronze.and silver plaque — disturbed from Saxén, -
- S o ‘ ' T T . Y '
- . - grave. . e
* _ ' 791: (306) shale spindle whorl R V , SRR e
r *792: (365) iron object, (313) )_bronze‘s"tpip,’., (318) iron nails in pl‘a‘qué,‘
B '~(324),bronzg‘w;ré bracelqt,,(328)‘ipon’spearhead, (335) iron_knife blade,
"‘\ . ' B ~ Lot f . N ’ - N o ', < ' 7 ¥
' (338) amber beads - disturbed from Saxen grave,. (339) glass. rim, (340) «
By . sqqarefbone mount’ or gaming counter. v
~ . . - - T
AT -979:  (404) iron needle, (407) bronze bracelet. ’ ' o -
) : . - T .-
e .+ . 802: 1(342) bronze bead, (351). glass rim.
. © 2803: - (362) decorated bone fragment, (397) bronze fragmerity, (406) bone
- ~ mount., (408) decorated bone mount. :
R " Finds from layers immediately oubside Building 2 . ' - .
. i 5 . - ; R . “//
, ~ 793: . (668) bone pin - ) L : -
. ¥ r. o U:pa . ,(" ’ ’ 2
. . it
i *



1 e P . . . -

.0 785: (349)<iron dbject - . .-

Lo - v : - ot N

S 796: -(293) bronze brooch R : ) 7 L A
' c C = ' ) : o : ) .
Finds from layer under Building 2 - - . : . )

790: (302) bronze brooch of lst century type
Firds: from clay-lined pit N of BuildinF 2
. 804: (343) twi§£3;'bronzé'wire; “4Also contained fragments of human bones.

PR -

/ . s , : ‘ o
+B821: (424) iron braeket, (422) decorated bronze ? bracelet fragment,

. :

- /£523) fllegible Ath century coin. -
B q < A 7 : . . . .
/ ) | » /4.\ :\ . | | ‘ o §

XK — ~ -
-« .- 7 ’ -
II11.8 THE SAXON OCCUPATION (Fig 62)
- ‘ .

111,8.1 Sunken huts ' . , . B . r

-~

Seven éunken'huté or Gfubenhéusepywere found during the excavation. One,
'l§§, w%gndugjinto‘thé‘swrangle of<§he\1rdn Agé enclosure ditch 27m W of the'
villa building. (Fig 78). The rest ‘were spread ‘along thc>edge of the gravel
_ terrace to the S of ﬁpe main farmyard encloéure ditch:‘with}n the area of the
. ‘[ias§ phase.qf gémana—Bripish,enclpsures. ‘Thbse six hut;'Were all found’éh the
.',,” strip of'gfa&ei abo&t 30m wide bé%weéh:the main villa compiex and the w@ttér -
2/’/g;;is of the £err%gé slope. It is likely that evidence of further éaxoh

~'->0géupation to.the W was destroyed when the 19th century gravel pits were dug.

ITI.8.1.1 Sunken hut 188 (Fig 64) o S y

- ”/

. This, the fb;st Safén:sunken‘hut to be found'{n the 1972 éeason/gﬁ///
rexqavqtiop, was- not satisfactorily excavated.. The hut'had'ygen‘partially dug
'into‘phe(top of- the Iron Age‘enélosureﬁdrtch énd was not viéible to the

‘ ‘exgaQatorSfon the surface. The hut wés-firsi hotized when a section was being
“dug acrbs$ the. Iron Age ditch,“by which time the W end of the sunken hut had

‘_'begn’remo;éd; including the posth?le that prpbably exi;ted there.
. The suhken huf'was an’irregulér sub-rectangulé} shapé ¢ 3.3 x 2.9m wigh
"its long axis lying E-W. The fi1l of the hut was a uniform layer of bréwn,

gravelly Jloam. The hut’ was 0.5m deep with a flat bottom and steepl& sloping

“sides expépt’on_the El where the grévei had;heen‘eroded to form a shelfl. The.

posthole at the east end was 0.40m deeper than the hut floor.
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Finds A whet stone (38) a per[orated bronze plate (39), 2 bone pin fragments
'(40, 62), piece of glass (41).

I11.8.1.2 “Sunken hut 952 (Fig {64) ' , ’ oo

{
Thls hut lay 2m south of ﬁhe main E W-west Rémano- Brltlsh farmyard dltch %
and aligned on the same axis (Flg 83) Its dimensions were 3. 5 X 2.9m. It ‘ "Q%”:
penetrated only 0.25m 1nto,theggravel.and had a uniform brown gravelly loam " 1
fill. There was a centrally'p?aced postnole at each end of the hut, O.55m ) \
deeper than the base of the hum Two postholes close to its N edge and two off
the W end could have supported a structure spanning the sunken feature.

n .

This sunken hut sat w1tth a rectangular arrangement of postholes which

-

indicated a larger timber strLcture. A sunken area ‘within a larger building

has been suggested at Puddleh]ll Beds (Matthews 1962) but in that.case,ﬂnere'

:‘?_4{ I

- Fin

owall of the éénken hut. The erosion below this shelf contributed to the'

were no postholes at ‘the ends|of the sunkeh feature. Qn'*he other hand, a Ibtn

century Cottage a% Athelnay had ekactly this Errangement the two poots helplng

to supoxt the roof (Rahtz 1976 fig 2.13).° The Barton Court Farm sunken
!
feature was off- centre to theirectangular eructure, 1y1ng very close to the N

wall The post bu1ld1ng 1mp1nFed on the«Romano Brltlah ditch, whlch contalned

Saxon pottery, implying .that 1t was constructed at a late phase 1n ‘the Saxon L

'phase of occupatlon The potteYy in the’ Sunken feature was consistent with a .

. 5th century date: The ev1dence 1s not conclusxve but, on balancer it p01nts to.

med buxldlng hav:ng*been constructed on’the site of an earller

‘& . : : N
o .

1 ,
Two boné bin beaters (823 525) iror objects (524, 561), lead loom

welght (526) iron-Knife {52 )i bone combA(528) (562)L shale fragment
(641), two iron rings (643, 656). ‘

1I1.8.1.3 7 Sunken hut 1028 (Fig 64)
. = E . . A 7 ) : .
. .. . - . | X N N .
This was the only hut inside the late Romany-British SE'paddock. -Its

s

dimensions were 3.90 x.3.70m withga flat floor 0.57m deep and a centrally '

placed postholegat_eacn.end a furﬁnér 0,30m deep. There were traces of

five stnkeholes in an_irregular lihe alongvthe'central lOnp~axis of Lhe hut
, _ \ .

Floor A sBtrgtum of natural graVCl resulted in a shelf forming ﬁxound the



-vlower loamyfé?avel £fill of the-sunken area. Above this was a dark-broin

L3 =

sanﬁyiloamAWhich‘nad seém@dtto‘haﬁe been deposited afternthévhut had goné

A3
K

out of use.' - : . : - e

t -

\

Finds  All the‘finds-wefa from layer 1 except 555¥7, two.needles and the

¢

. . . . ! '
lead loom weight, which wefe in layer 2: pottery spindle whorl (537), iron

,object‘(538), iron object (540), lead fragment (541), iron object (542),

s \

slag (543), iron objéct (5&4), iron buckle (546), bronze object (5475,

bronie object (548) perforatéd oyster shell {(548), iron object (550), -

worked bone‘fragment (551) léad‘f;agment (552), none comb fragments -

. (553-4), bronze needle (555) bone neeale (556), lead‘loom weight (557),

£

bOn%:ring lragmen (565) bone needlé. (368), bone pln beateA~(569)
Y SN -

"kdeboréted'bronze fragment (5/0)) bone (571}, clay loom—welght fragments

'111;8,1.4' Sunken hut 1026 (Fig_64)

o

(575), bone needle- (576) cnprolite (5779, bene: tool (578), coprolite .
. o - . - X ’4 M - [ -

(579), iron pln (669) - T ! o o -

PR LT . . . e

This sunken hut lay Just over 1lm W of Lhe latest Romano-— Brltlsh

‘paddock dltch (Flg 87) < ‘On the ground this dltch curved Lo ‘the SE and

Lhe ‘hut was tucked in close bO ity It is not 1mp0551ble that the dltch

curved fo avoid the exlsltlng hut but on the whole it is most llkely that

~the dxtch pre—ex1sted the hut

The dlmen51ons of the hut were 3. 6 X 2.7m.-and only 0.30m deep ’ The

‘. hut was of rectangular shape with two postholes centrally iiaced in the

i,narrow ends ,unusually, the postholes progected out from the 51de§‘of,the

hut. Theli@mstholes progected out from the sxdes of the hut. The E
posthole was 0. 25m deepqr than the foor of the hut but the W one was only

,about the same depth In three of ‘the corners shallow hollows indicated

the ex1stence of sllght corner posts
The flOOP ‘of the hut was flat and there was a° llnear cluster of

Corallian ragstones aligned between the two posLholes The fill of Lhe hut

‘was a uniform brown sandy 1oam.' Most of  the stones were not dlrectjy on

Ed

the gravel floor of the hut but sat 1-2cm above it. Two spones"at the W~

. enHAwere'actuaily on the gravel floor, at right«angles to one.another, with

-

& bone comdb (§37) in the éngle:



‘Finds Perfpfatedioysteﬁishell (549), iron buckle (626), bone objeet
(634), borie” comb (837),. iron buckle (657). - .

o : RS :
177,8.1.5 Sunken hut 1178 (Figs 65, 85).
. .~ A sub-rectangular hut, dimensionéLAZB X 2.9m and 0.40m deee, with a \
" flat base and gently sloping sides. The Gentrally placed postholes ih-each
end are 0.30 ‘and 0.40m deep.- A slab-of limestone 0.4 x 0.3m in.size lay
Jjust above the base of the hut at its ¢entre. *he uniform fill of the hut

consisted of a dark-brown sandy loam. - Therfinds included a fragment of ®

glass slag. : » o
Finds .-

.~

Clay spingleAwhorI (612), iron pin (613), ﬁgrked tooth (614), bronze shéet

\r

ﬂ616),;glass bead (617), glass slag (618), coin, Ad 364-78 (564).

r

11 8.1.6 Sunken hut. 1181 (Figs 65, 85)

v Less than 2m to the SE of hut 1178 and on the same axis by hut 1181,
ﬂke dlme951on of Wthh Wwere:3,90 x-3.0m and 0.60m deep Jhe base was flaﬁ
and therSLdes sloplng The postholes at .each narrow end were r&latlvely
_sllght,.uhe ‘one-at the W end was dug into the sleglng wall .of the huz/about
0. 20m and the other was dug a 51m11ar depth into the b§Se There was a
shallow depressmon Just to the S-of the centre of the hut floor, p0551bly »
xndlcatxng a thlnd post in thlS position. Epe fill was a unlform brown

[}
- *.-sandy. loam w1xh a few fragments of stone in the central area O, 20m from the

base. The fxll also included a horse skull. C . C

Finas = ‘

. Bone, handle (586), glass fragment (609), bronze bracelet (611) ‘coins, AD
351-3 (585), coins, AD 388 92 (608). '

T2

Y

111 8.1.7 Sunken huL 1190 (Flgs 65, 85)

& The sunken hut was ‘cut into the shallow Romano-British ditch: 11/5 at a
time when this feature had become fllled wlth loam Its dlmenSLOns were
3 67 x 2. 50m and 0.40m deep. The two postholes were cut 0.60m below the,

level of the hut base.. The fill was & uniform dark- -brown - sandv loaT

b

©



- +
- R (_‘\ . .‘?"
- - Y A - ‘ .“%
. - N
.. ) N .
t. -
) AN
K ’ PR Y I"‘f’»’v,)\
. . : i
"78 1 v 1 PR )\
R AR
R v
i e e
,L 0 » :J ¥
;‘j Frc ’ X\
é {\ ‘e ‘ @ . i
. g = =1 g
. ¥
: / » - . .
Y e L . *
4 SO 1 i &
e o
\
N &
. ’
Ve
.
/s
- ' : - .l »
N { Bronze Pin 53 Lead Object -
| Bronze Neette { Bone Needie 4 .
©Bronze Bracelet { Borie Pin . . - :
X Bronze Object waBone Comb .. | SU—— -0,_‘_".:,7';,‘_--—-—' e —
CCon Q“Bom\w Beater . . T
- mhon Buckie £v4 Worked Bone- * - [T
-| kon Needie ¥ « Pot Counter
- ‘lron Knife & Clay Loomweight .
—y , . "
1hon Object . & Pecforated Shell
olesd Loomweig ; Vs " Glass Vesset
@ Clay Sprcpeanort @ Guass Dend - . P ‘
’ -7 , Shote Bracetet d -
T
’ - . > 7 A -~ - .
Fig 65 Saxon sunken hutsa: plans and section
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rFlnds N )
‘Lead loom weights (587-598, 622); bone comb fragment (601),. shale bracelet

.
]

Thirteen lead loom welghts were found on the base of the hut. Ten of

them were in a row lying one over the next as 1f they had been threaded

together on a cord Three others were found to the‘Sw as well as_fragmenté

-

of clay loom welghts R

fragmept (§O2), clay loom weights (603; 623), bone plaque (604), coal
(605).-: e E

111.8:5 . Framed buildings

-

The 51te was carefully excavated with" potentlal tlmber structures 1n
-
mind. The whole site was trowelled over - -several times and the gravel

surface was sprayed with water; particular attention was paid to areas

apparently empty of features. In this way postholes were found which were

[ I
3

.'“belleved to belong\tg the Saxon phage of occupatlgn.

© III.8.2.1 Structure A (Fig 82) - . .

&

not visihle in the early‘stages cf excavation. Most 3T the POSTholes were

“shallow and devoxd of any datable materlal so that thelr allocation to a

partlcular period. contalns an element of supposition. The following a;e

«

A reétanguiar structure aligned NNW-SSE between the férmhquse .
enclosure ditch and the mainlfarmyard boundary ditch; it overlay a straight

shallow slot 611, which ‘could not be accuratelf dated. The postholes

_indicated .a building 6.7m wide and about 9m long. The N side was well -

N

defined by’ four substantial and two lesser postholes. The p051tlon of the

, N £
S end was ‘less certain; .two postholes, 627 and 653, probably indicated the

S cdrhers;‘but the S cross—-wall was less pronounced than the N. This may
be bechuse the. postholes Supporting the‘énd wall were not load-bearing, did
not need to penebrate s0 deeply, and were therefore eroded ‘by ploughing.

The E side of the structure was indicated by a llne ofL51x postholes of

varying spa01ng The two southernmost 654 ‘and 653, were 2.4m apart

possmbly the p051txon of a doorway near the SE corner.
The W sxde of structure A wak defined by a line of five postholes’ and'

to the E ofrthese a second line of‘four postholes. This wally possibly of

planking, may have been supported by posts on both ‘sides. These postholes,’

- -

v .
N .
\ \ - '
. .
L
.

§:A10



Datlng

alsp irregularly‘épaced’hhrouéh a Central'entrance, may have eiisbed'
between 629 and 630. - The postholes varied ln size: éﬁﬂ was one of the.’
larger’onee kabout10.50n'dié x 0.23m deepl; while otners.were ebout'O.SOm
dia i 0. 15mAdeep All had U—shaped proflles, no obVvious post voids or

packlng, and a brown sandy loam £ill. ‘ . Tt

i

- 0f the 21 postholes forming the structure, only six\contélned.any
cultural materlal — a total of 19 sherds of Iron Age. and Romano- Brltlsh
pottery, some ldentlflable as worn 4th century AD types. These sherds
1ndlcated that the structure must have belonged to the late Roman period or
later. The dark soil wlthln_the postholes, cnaracterlstlc of the later

sett}ements, also supports a date in the late Roman o post-Roman period.

‘'The orientation and position of the struCture'respectéd the Romano—British

farmyard dltches, and it is p0551ble that it was an agricultural building

ooncempor’ry with the villa Pnase o sétLlemEnL O YITe otnir ndna,’cne
buxldlngs positively dated to that phase PQS);ltheF stone fo ndations or

stone packed postholes.- StruEﬂ’rg(A bears<af uch closer resemblancé to the.

posthole structures oni@he site which produced Saxon material.

. . .
. I11.8.2.2 Structure B (Fig 82)

I flll The S sxdﬁ WBS formed‘of paired pOSLhOleS poqslbly one line

A rectangular arrangement of postholes ogientated E-W parallel to thel
main Romano—British farmyard ditch and-1. 3m S of it: The postholes
lndlcated a qtructure 3.5m wide and at least 4 2m long TthW end had been
removed’ by -the l9th century quarry so its-length was uncertain.

The 7 postholes varied in eize between 0.22 and 0.40m dia and between:
0.06 and O;lZmrdeep. ALl oohtained the same brown sandy loam fill as
structure Al Only one posthole, 665 contained a sherd:of pottery of lefe

Romano~Brifish type. The structure had no related floor levels
111.8.2.3 Structure C.(Fig 83)

A rectangular structure aligned E-W, just 5 of the main.villa farmyard-

boundary ditch, 5.2m widé ‘and at Feast 10m long. - The sunken hut 952 lay

‘wikhin the area enclosed by the postholes. The N side of structure C was

made up of a singld, slightly irregular line of elght poqtholes + These

,-averaged O 30m in diameter and O 10m in depth, with a brown sandy loam

replacing the otner or alternatively provmdlng support for a plank wall

between inberiov and exterior supports. No trace of }hc end walls

Tl TR R .



!

éﬁrvi&ed, presumably because the post§7were not load—beéring The

-postholés‘were on average 0,%0m apart A sllghtly larger gap betﬂ%en
- postholes 9471éna 870, centrally placed in the S side, mlght 1ndlcate an

entrance ’ ’ ' . T
. / fl . \‘/\
At the W end of the S 51de there ‘were two stone—packed postholes, 987
and 973, 1.5m.apart. These were of a very dlfferent.character to the rest

N . hY F
and it might be suggested that they were the doorpogts of structure C.

Neithér‘feature contained any datable material; they were slightly of f the

general alignment of structure C; three postholes lie between the two and a

. fourthr 1024, cut 973. It is probably that the€3e two postholes were earlier

than structure C and most likely belonged to the late Romano British-
perlod If so, they may indicate the entrance to a sbructure which has.

-

otherwise left no trace..

Datiﬁg

R

‘ 6m long and 2.5m wide with ffakments of limestone and CoFallian’ragétqne

Posthole 852 produced a coin (Cat No 76) datablé to AD 364-78. Seven
postholes ponféined a total of‘'eleven sherds of pottery and one ffagment of
tile;-these-included two sherds of Oxfordshire ware. stthole 963

contalneo two sherds, of Saxon pottery B -

Although structure C was aligned on bhe same axis as the late

- Romano—Brltlsh farmyard boundary dltch at its E end posthole 912 almost
vlmplnged on the RomaA%—Brltlsh ditches. The top of the'Romano—Bfitish

ditbh 853 was  carefully examined for postholes. No convxncxng ones were

~found but as the fllls of the postholes and the dltch were almost

1dent1cal the fallure to locate postholes w1th1n the upper flll of the
dltch was not regarded as 51gn1f1cant on- the whole, uHe positions of

structure C and the line of postholes “to the S suggest that the bullalng'»

. Was constructed‘when the.d;tch was more or less completely 1nfllled.

Structure C seems to fit best in a Sgcbndary Saxon phase.

111 8. 2.4 Struct!ure D (Fig '86) : : ’ e

When Lhe ‘modern hedge llne was removed in thls area it was found Lhat
\\,_w‘

the hablt of pioughlng a double Sfurrow on each side of the hcdgc had’

created a hollod‘%n the. surface of the gravel On the E side of the hedge.

a rectapgular but apparently Jnc0mplete arrangement oc_postholes was*fbuhd;

the W side of th)s structure had probably beer aroded by the ‘plough.
Thirty four posLholes weére found, 'all but two to'the E of the hedge

line. to the SE of the main &tomplex of posthales was a shallow oval hollow

3

-
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: : - £ . i . ' ‘ -
lying‘on,its foor. ihiS‘may:régresént a do}éing hollow or & spot woru B;.
“animal adtiuigy) or most likely aniehﬁranée in the corner of:the Saxon
éhcloéunej Th§ posthqles to the Nw.ofAthq héllow, 1929, igél; etc, are
%hought to have been paft‘of:thg Saxon fence léne.' The rectangle pounded-

by postholes 1231 in the NW, 1060 in -the NE, 1034 in the SE, and 1037 in .

{

o

the SW may outline a building lying closé to the-fenbé,-

These postholes 1nd1cate a structure 5m wide, almqst the same as
structure C, and of uncertaln length, with a possible entrgnqeron the E
sides fhé postholes avegaged_0.30m dia ang 0.20m-in depth ahd‘had'a broyn
sandy loam fill. Only'twu postholes contained any cultural material'. 1037

e

had a sherd of Romano—Brltlsh greyware and 1165 two sherds of red colour - |

coated Oxfordoh1re ware . . . ' .

»>

111, 8 2.5 Structures E and F (Fig 80)

>

36, - x

An 1rregular but more or’ less retmangular oomplex of 27 postholes was

found,27m E of the v1lla building. These’ averaged 0.30m dla and 0.20m in

Adepth with a brown sandy loam fill:
She postholes zsﬁear to have formed a rectangle 8. Sm 1ong and 5. 7m
.wxde allgned N-S albngside -a Romano- Brltlsh ditch. ~Other postholes

1nd1cate a p0551ble secondAstructure, F, 5.6m long and 4.7m wide, aligned

s

E-W and partlally 'overlying' structure E. 1If théré-were‘twokstructupes on
this 51te, their relatlonshlp cannot be deflned Tue postholes in both
were of similar character and the two structures can only be defined in
4Lcrms of layout.A It is not 1mpossable that all belong to a single

construction. .
Dating : : \‘.' . -

b
The postf%les of structure E contaxned a total of 18- sherds of red

colour coated Oxfordshire -ware of late’3rd or 4th century date. The
"\_/

sxmxlarlty of the structure to the others dated to the Saxon perxod and the

'prox1m1ty to the late Romano British ditch, suggesting that at the time of

constzuctlon the ditch was 1nf111ed, makes a Saxon date likely for _

structures E ‘and F o . 4 , : o~
A ~ v '

1%
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311.8.2\6 Structure G (Flg ea) :
‘-A-line of eleven postholes 6. 5m'long ranlE W in the NF corner of the
latest Romano-British paddoog. These Yay parallel to the main -
Rdmano;British farmyard boundary.ditch and/about A.5m .S of it. ‘Several of
the posfholes, (eg igzg and iggg)’were paired asrin the é'wall of structure\d’
e . N | S
The.postholes were'betweén 0‘20 and 0. AOm-dia‘and about Oxlom deep‘ .‘
These may have represented dne wall of a- bulldlng which otherwnse has left
no trace or alternatlvely -a 1ength of fen01ng

-

One of the postholes, 1082, contalned a coin (Cat No 69)~dating to AD-

'364-78 and also an iron nall (363) ’Postnoles 1082, 1085 1088 énd 1089

contained a total of nine sherds ‘1nclud1ng four of Romano BFltlSh grey

ware, one of Oxfordshlre red colour-coated ware, one Romano—Brltlsh :
-

shell grltted ware, and two of‘§ff32_g£assf* p‘;cu Iaoric. Utie"posToTE,

1Dat1ng

1084, contained two sherds of Neolithic pottery, In other respects 1t was -~

similar- to the postholes,ln the row, in particular,lt had a brown sandy

. AN . . e R
Oem E &" "

III 8,217 Structurne H (Flg 85)

Niad

- z

A rectangular structure made up, of ten posthoies 3. 6m (NrS) X 2.7m.
The E side had four postholes, 1208 and 1211- 13, 0.8m apart and both the N

and S sxdes had three postholes 13 apart The lack of postholes on the W

sxde suggested that thls small structure was an open s1ded leah to ‘ Thls
1nterprefatlon was supported by the locatlon of¥an 1nLelm1Ltent llne of” 51xi
postholes runnlng S from the SE corner of structure H. - N

i Do e

The postholes of structure “H were all beﬁween Q. AO and 0. 50m dia-and

~between 0. 15 and 0. ZSm deep, their fi1l was brown sandy loam Thd"

postholes of‘the presumed fence llne, 1210, 1255 1201 120A were about

»

0. AOm dla and dnly 0.10m deep. The llne o; posts ‘was- v151ble in a tongue

of gravel whlch prOJ\\ted 1nto-the heav1en clay soil of the *terrace slope

(see* Flg 85) It is ‘possible Lhat 51mllar sllght features mlght no have

been - seen lf Lhey Had been cut Ainto this more difficult sub5011

- . . ] ;
P

A coin (Cat No 38) was found in the SE posthole, 1208, structure H

dating to AD 3}7—91., The same feature also produced four sherds of "Saxon

pottery fabric 1 and' three sherds of Saxon fabrlc '3, Pos&holes 1209 and

1214 each contained a single sherd of Saxon pottery (?abxic 1) 1219 had

- HiAy \



".‘Daung -

’

two sherds of Saxon fabric 1 *%wo sherds. of Romano- Brltlsh grey ware, and

o

Qﬁg sherds of Romano- British sheli~gr1tted pottery None of the posts in

b RIS ’, ’
the. proposed fence line- contaxned any datable material . ) e A

=III.8.3 The fepced'enclosure %

A llne of 17 postholéﬁ was traced for 24m running -in-a curv1ng line

. NW-SE between the Romano-British well 950and the corn- dxylng area (Flg 83).

At the N end posthole 840 was 2m. 5 of the edge of ‘the trench the line may
“have contlnued beyond thls pqlnt into. the unexcavated area. Posthqle 957
foréed the SE corner of the fenced enclosure; %He line oﬁ'bdstholes then
turned.and ran SW {of 27m erossihg‘the late Romano-British paddock ditch

983. At the SW corner, by posthdle~1003,‘was a'hollowed area 994, which

may have resulted from wear of the surface at an'entrance_into the paddock.

-

The fence line then fan for approximately 1Dm’te the NW alongside structure

<D Beypnd this.point the gravel éurfaée'had been eroded by modern

ploughxng\ézd as already explalned (seé 4 82), postholes tended to
‘disappear. Alternatlvely posthole 1049 was 1evel with the NW corner of
structure D andrthe fence nay»have stopped at this point. i <
:0n -the E.eide the posﬁholes wereAr%ngarIy¥speceé»c.Ou7Om'aparp;
similay'in Size, 0.50m dia and abbut‘Q.zoﬁ deep. The fill in all of -them
was a Brewn;sandy leem. 919«hae.a éistihct pest—moeld,visibie’in it 0.20m
in aiameper,iééhtrally placed in the posthole BT ’ .-
The S siee of the enclosure was 1ess regular, with the spacing
“becomlng more erratic and the Lraces of <the postholes sllghtex On the W
side the line of the fence was ‘less certa;n as it ran close to structure D.
In ‘this area the pOSuhOleS were..shallow and close Logether Co .
* ., ’
Three oAAthe postholes on the east sxde, 9A1. 946 ~and 947‘ contaiﬁed
eight Romano—BrxLxsh sherds, all grey wares except one sherd of red
'rolour~coalod Oxfordshire ware. '947 also contained a sherd of Saxon fabrlq )
1. .On the S k)dv 959 producod n m;nﬁlo shord nf pywtr—lomporbd anon
pottery and 3003 two sherds of “Saxon fabric 1. -
If, Bs the pottery and Lhe character of _the post~holes EuggesL th?»"
‘fancud ehclosure belonged to the Saxon perxod it must have becn
conscrucc%d across the 1aLc Romano-British paddork dltChes 870 and 993.

Both thcse ditehes were - excavated Carefully with the pOEsibxlxty or

- locating postholes-ctut into their filiing, but no convincing ones were

found. Ag explained above, the fills of all ‘these femfures were 8o similar

A .

. S £7 SR




"t

e

- 111.9.1 .Gréve 258 (Figs 67, 79) ‘ . L -

- . . . p o " . . . N -
that the failure to find postholes within the ditches is not d-convincing
argument in the datlng of the fence llne, and does not preclude a Saxon

date. ; L , - - " B

"111.8.4 Well 1083 (Figs 88,. 66)

[$

'; A cuttlng across the llne of the E sifile of the late Romano-British
paddock redealed a dark brown layer of waterlogged materlal contalnlng a
>dense‘£oncentratlon of Corallian ragstones about 0.30m from the ground
7surface.~'After theilayer of tumbled stones had been removed,'i§ could be
seen that'é circuiar'wicker— and stone-lined well had been inserted into
“"the bottom of the ditch,>apparently while the ditch was still épen.f :

The well Qonsi%ted of a hole 1m deep, the bottom of whiéh was about

1.45m from'ﬁﬁe grdld surface. The hole was lined with wicker work of

haagl oak, and wi withies with a maximum dlameter of 1% 20m and

£

surviving to a helghb of 0.80m. Horlzontal wattles were woven between oak

.. and hazel uprlghts between 0.21 and O. 25m apart. Unfortunately, before the

”wxcker llning could be accurately drawn, the sides of the well fell in

under the pressure of 1ncom1ng water. - . .7 = /

Above the w1cker llnlng there was a crude retalnlng wall ‘of Corallian
ragsLone. the upper courses of which had failen 1nto the weil The £ill of =
the well con51sted pr1n61pally of a mlxed dep051t of .stone, 511t yellow
'clay, and waterlogged organchmaterlal I% was excavated 1n three splts of
'about 0. 30m each. It appeared that the wall had silted up gradgally,
*eventually becomlng llttle more than a- shallow puddle wlth water—cress_

grow1ng in xt and colonlzed by water beetles. .When the well was fully

excavatcd 1t fllled with water Lo a depth of 1.0m.

’t o . ‘ D ,,‘
- , ‘ o -

JI11.9. ATHE snonZBURIALs AND‘THEiR (GRAVEGOODS (Fig~67) . pfo’c Brown

A bour inhumatlpns of cmi pagan Saxon perlod were - excavated two within

_the late Romano-British fnrhhouso and two in (he late Romano-British .

) Hulld[nu 2. The nhvlnLnl detnila are ranand on o Lhe uvlenn on huamnn

" burials (4:D10) by Mary ‘Harman.

3

Largely 1ncomplete posL—cran131 skcleton of an adult male. poqsiblv a

young man, 1n Room 5 of the farmhpuse. Supine, head to 5. Damaged by

-’ " > - ‘ i X -‘7' 'j
: ' N:B2 _ I AN

- ploughing.
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Grave goods (Flg 68) : L
1 (GO) Fragment of iron knlfe, lylng on left radius.close to rlght

hartd - ) .y e

~——r

* . N B ) e
2 (57) Fragment of iron knife point lying on right-hand edge of gf‘ave‘

r \

(possibly intrusive)

dellberately-placed w1th the body, ollglnally in the mouth°

111.8.2 Grave 271 (Figs 67, 79) -

v Frégmentary rémaiﬂs of an adult ieﬁaletﬁitﬁva new born infant. 4
. Damaged by ploughlng Inserted into room 4 of the late Romano-British

) N .
farmhouse. Female supine w1th head Lo S; child lay by her right side, head

~

Lo N. v

Gpave goods (Flg 68)

;. = ~

1 (87)~ Beads in fragmentg at head end. - Parts of three amber beads,

.

; roughly rounded but angular, DL@enSlons 17, 175 and 15@m&;5

e o Paruvqf a sub—sphe dcal crystal bead uneven surface Lehgéh
16mm. . S S T o ‘f_ ' ‘

R ,A;Frégment of a spﬂqriéa}f(ﬁaematite?) pébbié;Aonld‘ée ideal as

B . ‘a bead though nbt'enough SUFViVeSftO'ShOW whether it was -

'x,: ﬁiefcéd or not. Diameter c¢ 16am, . -7 - T

7".2‘J86)' Ca&t bronie'fing,rregula;'in Shape{xcirﬁuldfmorstLﬁec%ion,'

A

Diameter 25-29mm. Found.in. the area of the left 2ibs.’

) (88) _Coin (Cat Nd‘ld) Tllegible sestertius of © 230-48. Ckose to

: the head and p0581bly deliberately. placed ‘with the body

Comment

stturbed and presumably 1ncomplete The éést"bronze‘rihg could. be -

from a purse/amulet group. The comb1natlon of‘amberand crystal beads -

suggést @ 6th century date. .

1I1.9}3 'Grave 807 (Fig5”8 7). 4 - S -
Female aged between 18 and 23 years, suplne, head to sw and ' ' -
accompanxed by a new-born 1nfant /Inseﬁted in buxlding ',J ] .

-

Grav& gbods (Fig 69) ¢ ’ .

1 (353~7) Five amber beads and a fxagment of a sxth, found near the
' ihfant ' ¥ ( : ' -
Three topether: ' '

b:B5

3 (55)' A 3rd century antoninj {c AD 268-70; Cat No 13), found to
- the 1eft of where the gil should have been, poss:Lbly ' )

Ser
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- Fig 69 Saxon grave goods: grave. BS'I -




. S - ] SA

S/llmm, flat angular b .

~L: 10mm.‘ i 6/lOmm, angular

. L: 10mm; D: 8/1lfm; rounded
- Two *together:

— ——a i i’ X O - y
e e 3 Ay A 0mme—_raunda -
: - Fr==0mmy=D=2 *—1Omm—rounded - -

’ "L: -9mm; D: 7'x_lOmm rounded o O,
2 (420) Cast bronze ornament ;adapted for use as a brooch.. " The

castlng ‘was_originally like a fish, but head and tail have '

;d-7e ] , been removed so that it~isg not symmetrlcal ‘and could-:be

A

- S . thought of as an anlmal v1ewed from above. The bacﬁ is flat;
. _ . » orlglnally a,stud projected fr;n the centre of the back, but A

thls was removed and only its scar remalns Traces of solder-r<
= on the two ends show where brooch flttlngs were atbached. |

T The front of the obJect is curved reflectlng the. shape of

Ll - ‘the flsh‘s body The surface was gllded but gilding remalns

- . ’ on]y 4in the hollows of the trlangular punch marks surroundlng
- the body and vestigial fins, and in the Lrlple engraved . {?
_ : lines. The trlangular punch seems almost flat headed but

: ’i L ) ;."l'° was perhaps orlglnally three~spotted Neok, and tall )

‘ ' Junctlons are’ mérked by a ralsed mouldlng beyond whlch the b

i C f. . ends are'broken off. PresentvdlmenSLOns_ hf~ 61mm W 27mm,,

A"’l' S - Ths 2mm. S ":" E o } ]
;:J 3 (359) Small lron buckle w1th fragmentary tongue and plate From i

' left shoulder L T 34mm .' 24mm.? Max1mum erap w1dth 1Amm

4_(353) Iron knxfe.

. .
T - c : oo .. Tor

o Li - 142mm; Wi 18mm. 27 - ' ,
- S o 5 (368) Polnt of’’ xron p1n flaking-surfaCe; from shpulderva?eaa
b ) : "B 2>3mm'7 ) LT o I - S i
, {360) Shaft or iron pin with Lolded Crookhead » ' ‘
P 50mm L _ : T : T

Although these'plecés do not Joxn, they could well be from a‘;;i
the same ebject Overall length would be 110mm,
s éA(SBl). Bone comb, double sided conventional constructxon (7 iron’
L ' rivets). Plain Ilat bar w1Lh plain ends, & 51ngle hole~
) t‘hrou*g;h ~e'iaeh end. Found by Mmer right lcg,,. =
2 e ladmm‘ Wi Bamm: ~~;;; U

B

e This comb is discussed’ wtth %1@ other combs From the #ite .
: _ e (8:88) e |
7 R g
’ . . 4:BB ‘ :

tha



Comment

S~ - ;1 E, ' . R .
- : , - *’ .

The unusual brooch is dlscussed separately below, the 1ron pln 1n

oonnectlon WIth the bronze pins 1n the next grave, and the comb below ‘

(5:F2- a).

there were- orlglnally two brooches

The assemblage ‘seems substantlally complete, though presumably

A

Date . . - _ B ; .
© 6th eentu%y, second half. ‘ g
S \\{ v ST . : ;
. 111.9.4 Grave! {320 (Figs 81, 67) * . PR
Female age% 30— 35 years. Inserted in bu111 ng 2. iﬁody';upine_witﬁli
head to N. ‘Grave goods slightly dlsturbed “1> e ’ o T
Grave goods (Flg 70) r;vff' ) vi ; T 5. ;"? ‘K

‘Al (412) 24 amber beads, smoothed most approx1mately rounded. D:

«

6~ 1lmm ~one laxger 16mm ‘Scattercd Oveﬂ”rlb$, mostly on. =

. .

uleft Slde o : i',~ o s ' n"zﬂ

oy R

2 (413) ,Cast bronze saucer brOOCh,’gllt surfaoe, sevén pof%hed splral

3 (409) Two bronze plns on 4_ w1rerr1ng Made ef soiid metal¢~and

- ,-preserves traces of thread Chlefly a blngle coarse 5vsp1nv'

o01ls short catch—plate,»two pln lugs rustlng 1r0n pln

“thread:

and in p}aces,

flattened, .an

in xts breaklng off.

SllghL trace

gf Lextmle preserved by ruot on ..

;‘ahapei ‘an anima

ect and:

i
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- s . covérea‘with'd thin plate of silvet. AL the back -are two

rivets'\showing that: the biéces were attached permanently

) rather Rhan being mOVable Thé:tﬁb‘pieces are ident%cal; N R
. the animals face the same way rather than in opp051te oo
. ] dlrectlons o . <
'.i . L: 32mm; rivet length 3/4mm. ’
X 6 (410) Penanéhlar ring’ of bronze, made by foldlng up a piece of a .
\' A late Romano—Brltlsh Cogged—edge bracelet. D: l7mm( . .
{ ' - Found out51de rlght thlgh Berhaps\a chance inclusion iﬂ‘
: | | the grave., &:2 - - ' | | ‘
7;(414_1 Two bronze rlvets wlth flat, circular - silver-plated heads.
-15 D 15mm; L Qf rlvet 4.5mm ° ’ - i

" p: 10Omm; L. of rive% Tmm.

) ) Found OVerlylng C ntre of chest
8 Q411) ‘Small 1roq buck e, :in fragments “Iron pin, ﬁo plate. W
4 S 27mm, max‘ strap wi dLh 17mm. Not illﬁétré&edJ . .
o Comment e // L o T B
f},."§J -A“ Although the skeletonlls substantlally complete thé'grave goods séeﬁ 7
. to have been alsturbed and 1t 1s reasonable to assume that a brooch has

N e been lost f“ffri-» ] o gx' IR L ’ ; - S f A

w : e

The bronze pins in this g{ave and the" 1ron pln in the pxecedlng grave

can be matché

lsewhere They are commonly found on one’ or: other ‘side of

the Chest sugge tlng that they were carrled attached below one of the
_brooches;. other'local examples are Ablngdon BGO B61, i}ua
Havden 1936) '

66, (Leeds &.
.o 5&‘? ‘

The unust

of the chest.

,y,plaln« uhless the 6UF10US

B




A I11.9.5 Discussion

s . . . . .

}'111.9.5.1 The saucer broooh (Fig 70.2)

The deSLgn on thls brooch, seven, poxnted splral coils within a border

" of bllletlng or squared beading, is matched locally on three other paide of -

“saucer bpooohes two from ‘the Ablngdon cemetery, B34 and B102 (Leeds & ~

Harden 19365 and one from Brlghthampton 59 (Ashmolean Museum). The only

*

<
other saucer brooches with seven pOLnted Spllal colls are isolated examples

‘from_Slngleton,_Suseex (Welch 1978, 27, pl I) and Harmlgnles, Belgium (an

.export?) (Roeder 1927, Taf.5), but neithefbof these has the border of

: Abingdon Apart- from the de51gn, these local examples are linked\togeﬁher.

by other features Normally the - 1ron pln on the back'of~a saucer breoch

was attached’ to a 51ngle\lug,»but on these brooches, in every Case, “the pln

mwas abtached to two lugs Also while the rlmsvof this Barton  Court

5

.squared.beading“and so need not be considered ae’a par% of the gfoup around.

example and the pair from Ablngdon ‘B34 are of a normal depth, the rlms of

'Lhe brooches from Ablngdon B102 and Brlghthampton 59.are very shallow, and

'“'on one of each palr the le has been broken away, -at the same p01nt on each

brooch; the broken .rim. of the Ablngdon 8102 brooch was repaired, and the l

4

repair- and rivets are oovered Wlth glldlng, suggest1ng that ths took place

’ whlle the b*ooch was stlll lh the maker s hands

rhe repetltlon of the de31gn~and the varlous technlcal pecullarltles

are. as strong an 1ndmcatlon as could be. hoped for. that’ these seven brooches

;are from the same maker., Unfortunately the assoc1étlons of the .other three

~

. palrs ‘of brooches do’ not provxde any addltlonal ev1dence for datxng,

Aﬁ_Brlghthampton 59 1ncluded amber beads and a bronae pln s;mllar Lo the one
R he;e, Abxnggon B34 had tworbronze plns ‘on “the chest and a. 51ng1e blu’5 ,B8lass

' bead, and Abingdon 3102 ha'

one: amber and one rose crystal bead —'all ’ P

. general_Gth centuryegroupsa R '.j ' « T ',' T ka

'>fevery case where thelr COntext has ‘been recorded adequately thcv have been

- To s sz

ln use as decoratibn on. the faCe or shiclds These Bhleld fitixnge (Kennet

- creatura most favoured vas Lhé fisn, Fish applxques are’ know from Spong

Hill (Hilis 1977), Kempston iKennebL 1974 56),. Kennlnghail (Kennett 1974,
Gi); Ehstry (Baldwin Brown lglo; pl 24), ‘and from ﬁha rlver Thamea at’ :

L e ’
e .

+

o
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Barnes (seen and photogfaphed in Christies in 1977), -and these piecesfléave‘

- nq doubt thét the'fish brooch at Barton: Court was originally just such an

appliqué.A -
. ‘The animal appllques cannot be matched exactly, but are 51m11ar smze,'
style, and technique- to obher small appllqucs, of blrds, flsh and geometrlc

shapes at Eastry,Aof quadrupeds ‘at Berglhr Apton (Green & Rogerson 1978) and’

,'beaked —animal recently found in Bucklnghamshlre (M. E. Fan&ey, pers.

comm) Like the Eastry blrds, they are an identical pair, facing the same.
way, rather than a. complementary palr ag the Bergh Apton beasts.

The parallels fér theqe appllques come ﬂhlefly from Kent and East
Anglla" and none has yet been found assocxated with a Shleld in any grave

‘in the Uppenr or Middle Thames; -Yet here, in nearby graves, are_two women:

 buried}wi£h appiiqueé V fhe'Questioh remains: why should.these two women

_have/worn and becn‘burled w1th obJects more normally a55001ated WLth men,

&

- and their eqtupmen‘c'7 S

- - . ?‘{‘ . éﬂ)

-

vl'&'
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II1.10 POST MEDIEVAL FEATURES ' R

R A - T . T .

‘A shallow ditch, 612 (Fig 71), was traced ruhning E-W fof about-117m
. ’ . . N , v . C .

" from S of the late Romano-Britsh well 832 and,across’the’s area of the

vilia enclosdre 33m W of the villa enclosure the di%ch‘seemed to tUrn Nl

to run along51de the present fxeld bqundary and over a late _Romano- Brltlsh

" enclosure ditch. : o S , . .
The stratlgraphy in this small W trench was’ dlfflcult to analyse
- becaase of 19th century quarry disturbance. U

The ditech” was ¢ .1-15m wxde and about 0. 30m deep from Lhe surface of
the gravel It fill- was a uniform brown sandy loam. The ditch produced
only worn sherds of -late Roman potterv 1t was thought'possible'initiallf’
that dltch 612 representeo the latest phase- of Romano British actLvlty on
‘Lhe sxte, cuttlng all the Romano- Britsh feabures wlth thCh it came 1nto
‘contact. A late Romano~Br1blsh date seems unllkely 1n view of the
relatlonshlp of ditch 612 with the.é(arm of the ;armhouse enclosure dltCh
v,vggg (Flgs A9!’79l.; The farmhouse enclosure ‘ditch was clcarly cut, by 602,

’ whén the féﬁﬁerAWas fullyrsxlted up Ditch 612 produced consxderable
guantities of Saxon materxal such as po ttery and bone combs in nts upper.
f111 In conurast 602 contalned no Saxon material at all S 1% seems most -
11kely uheﬁéfore that 602 was dug after the Saxon occupatlon had ended

‘ On the aerlal photographs dvah 612 appears to form part of a boundary
- around a parcel of ridge and-furrow. - On the W edge ‘of the excavatlon a
.ditch~was traced running=N cut inbo the top of che'Romano~Br1t15h diteh 8.

This was ﬁonsishent in size and. flll with a COntlnuatxon of dltch 602
~This feahure produced a-silver coin provxslonally identlfled as a _
Vha1f~groau of Henry VIll of 1544; pnfortunately, the coin was stolen befofé,

the 1dent fication could be eonflrmedx The date of the" construction of
“diteh 6l2 must remaln uncertaln, buL it is most likely to be]ong to the

late medieval or, early post~med1eval period. et

- . ' - ‘ : ’ * - s 'n o
111_11°THE HUMAN,BURIALST(F13’72)~, e - ' Maly Harman and Davxd Miles

The calcé?éous soils at Bartbn C&urt Farm were Jdeal for the
prénervatlonoof bone. Soven adult inhumatxons were found during the

 excavations, two of* them Saxon famales with néo—natal inranhs. A further

V- -
j oy S ' >
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54 neo—natal or- very young lnfants were\found moékly‘belonging to the late

) Romano Brltlsh perlod Other human bonﬁsﬁos\\rred in features fllled with
. rcdepoulted‘mgtﬂﬁlal Two cremations- were also ound ]
) ‘i ALl the bones were well preserved though many. of the less robust

ones, such as rlbs and 1n;int skull bones,'were fr;\ng\tary. The 1nfant
" bones were 1n remarkably good condltlon Many of the skeleﬁons were
complete or largely complete, but some had been dlsturbed in anthulty, by_
- " recert ploughlng, “or in the strlpplng of the 51te " The assessment of age
s based on the degrae of wear and ‘state’ of eruptlon of the teeLh ~and on
. V the state of eplphyseal fu51on u51ng the crlterla given, by Brothwgll (1963 R

‘60, 69, 102) - The total length of. the dlaphyses of 1nfants was also taken

' 1nto~>nn51deratlon. the suggested ages belng‘based on’ the chart’ prepared by

Miss Powers -{pers comm).

-

- ‘The sex of‘the aduLt‘skeletEhgivas:deéidea from the confofmation of

' e
the skull and” Lhe pelvic glrdle° é% fthe general size and. robustness of the

bones Helght was calculated from the regresqxon formula of Protter &

Gleser (1958) - « o L -

7+ II1.11.1 Cremations S S - A

- B38 (Flg 72) Ina c1rcular plt 0.6m dla and 0. 20m,deep in Lrlal trench

running from eastern edge_ of excavatlon cut te looﬁte soil. change No

A=

datlng materlal A small quantlty of calclned fragments lncluded several

s

) pleces of Qkull vault the rlghL mandlbular condyle, and " ‘a termlnal
LT phalanx, the partlal remains of an adult Welght 1lg. . - S
V B S17 (Flg 79) A small plt 0.4m dla and O.1m deep inside the late Iron s

Age rectangular enclosure, SE of the entrance, no datlng evxdence, though

the posxton suggests Lhat it belongs to ‘the late Iron Age - The pit
contalned a quantity of calcined fragments, some up to 80mm 1n length,”

» /1nclud1ng fragments of skull vault bones, alveolus, a verLebra body, a

- patella and:an astragalus,“and several,long bone and rlb shaft fragments,‘

AR the remains  £ an adult '7" N R C 5 S
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SRS : III.11.2 Iron Age burials (rig 72)

¥

Two 1nfant burlals, 103 and 339, could be date ﬁ’b‘the Iron Age; asj

they were 1nserted 1nto the lower flils of " Iron Age dltches ““Two, furthéﬁf

lnfants, 160 and 182 may have beloné$d to the Iron age, but their positidn
left room for doubt 182 was 1nserted 1nto the top of Iron Age difch 5 and
160 appeared to be ‘cut by an Iron Age plt 161 A slngle bone 162 in the’-
foundatlon slot of the Early Romano-— Brltlsh structure may lndlcate a :

dlsturbed Iron Age burial. L E,“' : ,g]; - ‘ ;;
103 The largely complete skeleton of a new -born’ 1nfantr m1551ng the lower

legs

160 S;X.fragments from a neo—naﬁal 1nfant skeleton probabiy a disturb@d

Il
»

burlal

162 One bone from a neo—natal 1nfant skeleton possibi& a Qiéturbed nuﬂ .

burlal R SR o R

s . S-SR

- 182. The skull and part of the thorax and thoracic gipdlefof a néw—bornf;

infant.. AR T . L . .

s

339 Several skull fragments and most of the long bone dlaphyses of a

new—born Lnfant L v . v

'{ 459 The v1rtually complete skeleton of male of 30-35; years of age,ww1th a
“*height of 5ft 10in . (l 778m) . . e

.

' ? This’ crouched burlal was found in ‘a shallow grave agalnst the E sxde

»

. g

of Iron Age structure I (Flg 76) There were no grave goods or dateable._:‘:
T materlal _but as the grave was cut by the early Romano British ditch 31A.,

and 1@ appeared to be related ‘to the circular bulldlng, 1t is suggestcd

- S ~_that the‘burlal was contemporary with-the Iron Age sett]ement

v

‘i{ o O The grave was 1.1'X 0. 7m and O 8m deep into Lhe ravel. Thé;body was
4 Sllghtly crouched w1th1n the grave ag- 1f bound after death >VIt lay on iﬁé
left 51de, the head was to the S fac1ng W. This skelebon has 1nterest1ng

denLal hnomalles the falkung of Lhe flrst Yower "~ rlght premolar to erupL

. and thé'cyst whlch is: probably 355001ated W1Lh thls. and’ Lhe presence of

-
two small supernumerary teeth behlnd the upper left thlrd molar, a very -

. rare,gccurencem f&;‘- ‘ - S A O

v

<
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‘:{The condition of the teeth was excellent there being. only four small

carles,‘the flrst lower rlght premolar is unerupted aﬁd the crown can be

“seen in the body_of.the mandible just below the “canine: - there is a gap,

.

left in the alveolus but the canine and the last predolar'and first molar
lie at an angle so that- th?lr occlusal surfaces contxnue across. the gap

The non- eruptlon of the tooth may be assoc1ated with a large lump affectlng

. f\\\e\\ the body of the mandlbre, from the alveolus to the lower margln, and’

\h\rlzontally from the- posterlor of Lhefcanlne to the mlddle of Ehe first

t

molar. I% protrudes approxxmately 2mm on the lab1a1 surface and 6mm on the: -

linguél-surface of the jaw and in places where the-thln outer surface of

,the bone>has broken a hard nodular dep051t 1s v151ble 1n51de the bone

680 Paru of the post cranlal skeleton of an adult female, wlth a

helght of Sft 1in (1.554m). The bones found were . elght vertebrae and some
rib fragments, parts of boLh arms, the pelv1s, ahd part of the rlght leg

Thlsayas a crouched burlal (rlg 79) wlth no datlng ev1dence buL burled
in sxmllar manner to 459. The body was placed in a small grave 0.8 x
0. 5m and barely penetratlng the gravel As.a result, the skuLl and parts
of the legs had. been removed by. ploughing. - ' - . ‘ ; ;
. The body lay on ltS rlght side, with lts head to Lhc ‘5, facing E.
ITI.11.2.1 Discussion o

L=

'/Iron Age burial practnces in Sog“ern Britain have recenLly been

!summarlzed by Whlmster (1977) The adult inhumations at Barton Couirt Farm

fall into hls Group 1, pxt burlals aha related forms. ‘Iron Agé bUrials are

'not common in the Upper Thames* Valley (whlmstég\1977 fig 1; Hardlng 1972, ~

68) but when they gg occur they are usual)y crouched in pits or shallow
graves The Frilford burial appears to be thhln a ritual c1rcle (Hardlng
1972: 61~9) and those from Stanton Harcourt may have been mutilated or-
dismembefed The warrior burlal f;om Sutton Courtenay, rediscovered by
Whlnstef is so far unxque A recenhly excavated burial-at AshV1lle,
Abingdoh (Parringhnn 1978 37 82) was found. ﬁn a rubbmsh p1t crouched “on
its left side and wiLh zts‘heed to the N. Two crouched bu:xals were flqo

'found in 1978 at Mount Farm Berinsfield in excavations conducted by
Gébrzc Lambrick of t.he Oxrord Archaeological Unin. These lay in shallow

‘ . . P
“ - - ’ -
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.graves, one on 1ts left s;de w1Lh its head to the N, the other on it left

wnth 1ts head to the S. Whlmster s Class 1 burxals oharacterlstically have

thelJ

fheads to the N, but the two Bartoh Court Farm burlals, like the Mount - -

Farm, “one do not conform to this general rule -

N ‘-Although as many as 50 ind1v1duals have been found in pits at
Danebury, Hants (B W Cunliffe, pers Comm) and thirteen at Chrlston,l
N Somerset ‘generally. the numbers of. burlalsrof this type on Iron Age 51tes‘i
A . are small The two 1nhumablons at Barton Court Farm and Mounts Farm and thd”
‘ le one at Ashv1lle suggest that an alternat1Ve method of disposing of .
thegs\éd must have operated 1n most cases. - The exceptlonal character of’
one -of. the Barﬁb? Court Farm burlals 1s 1nq1cated by the fact that 1t
» appeared to be lnSlde a round house No~ positive case of.an adult burlal ’
’l/fl : 1n51de a domestlc structure- has ‘been found in an Iron Age ‘gontext. Burlalsl~
' at Frllfoxd and Harling Bay, Cornwall (WhlmSLSF;:girs comm) may be in
‘f buxldlngs wlth a speclflcally ritual, functlon {™Mough Hardlng how - aoubts B

his prev1ous 1nterpretatlon of the former structure as lltual pers comm)

The- lxkellhood of mlxed burlal sites- Jn the Upper Thames region in the

- ‘late Iron Age-is supported by Lhe presence of fwo,grematlons 17 ‘and 838 d" e *
E on the sxte . Neither .can “be - dated wlth certalnuy, butﬂthe p031%10n of 17 . 4
! ‘ inside the entrance to the recbangular enclosure{ suggests that it belongede"
. ‘ to the latest Iron Age phase on  the 51te Late Iron Age crematlons ere ..

often accompanled:by'pots and,other gravevgdbds, but~the:difficulty of
dating wOuld eccounf for the failurevto‘recognize unaccenpanied burials
_ f"i, The Upper Thames Valley is on the. western frlnges of the' area in whidh B
' ,cremat;Qn bur;als (Whimster's Group 6) are found ‘These have usually bebn -

_— . associated with the spread of Catuvellaunlan xnfluence in the century .

vbefore the Roﬁen Conquest If this is so, the presence of crematlon in the- -

E,i = 1 latest phase of the Iron: Age settlement may reflect “the spread of ;he new *

BN 'burlal site from the-E ln the mld 1st cenLury -AD.

- N - - .'7‘

? PN

‘. Five. infant bu*aals were belleved to be Ifon Age in- aét”*ﬂa\ uwh (Wlth

adult*females) were Saxon. 0f the remainxng a8 xnfgnt burlalgp relat1Vely

few could be. dated on sbrabigraphic grounds 196 was found in a shallow

depression just insxde the" N wall of the main early RomanOaBrlbxsh s 4
f v ,' structure; a pogsition wnich suggesys'a buriaipbeneath the feon of the housc.w:
' (Fig 78). Otherwise, the only infant burials that could be dated to the

i B
sy
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. Romano—Brltlsh perlod belonged to the Vllla occupatlon Some were ﬁlaced‘ .
in the farmyard dltches whlle they -were. Stlll open (400 616, 619) - ,A' .

another, 678 was 1nserted when thq ﬂltch had largely fllled up . . One.

‘burlal £86 was placed beneath the floor of room 2 of the villa in a—

- stone~11ned grave The feet of thls burial were removed by the robblng of

©oe the south wall of room 2: A burxal 825 ‘was also founq.beneath the flOOn
at. the NE end of bu1ld1ng 2. Ty ) :

"In the late Romano Brltlsh perlod neo-~ natal 1nfants were burled all

Varound thc farmstead 1n dltches, within the yards, and-1n31de—bu1ld1ngq

HoweVer; one area was’ ratalned specaflcally as thelr burlal gpound at thls
period. In the SE corner of the’ main villa farmyard between the trackway
-~ .. _.and the corndrylng oven (c 20 x 10m) Lhere were at least 26 1nfant burlalq

(Flg 84). - -

‘Most were burled in shallow graves with no trace of grave goods Sonﬂ

e
I3

of the skeletons were. found on the surface of the gravel and others had o
‘ probably been_ lost t6 the plbugh There was llttle 1n the'way of* datlng
'.ev1dence with these burlals,qbut thelr p051tloﬁ in the corner of the ’

'Tqrmyard suggeqtq Lhat they wWere lntnrred 1n the sccond “half of fhe At

- . v <

century and the early Sth century . ’ i
~ . . N : ) s - :' -~
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.IFI.11.3.1 Infant burials with animals (Fig 73) -~} ~

- -t

< 1hree burlals among the far myard group (Flg 84), 88& 917 and 923‘

i”were of partlcular 1nterest as the ‘infants. were- burled

th a dog skull in
‘the flrst two case%/and a sheep” skull in the last. ,L; '

'ﬂgh;' . 881 The 1argelv compleLc Skelcton “of an lnfwni .probably between four

/
and nlne month old cerhalnly well beyond Lhe neo naLal .stage. The buwxa]

‘was “in A relablvely substantial - grave 1. 0 x 0.6m dnd 0.20m deep The heéd

ERE of the infant was Lo Lhe NW, faang W, and the - body lay on its ri ghL sxdc _
fgii,—;{, Anlmal burrowlng ‘had SCaLLered manj;of the bonés. The skufi‘of a 'dog wlth;

no mandlbles was found in Lhe western corner/of the grave alongsxde the’

Lnfant skeleton - (For report on L % - and }Ae other animal skulls see

: B.Bil) . There were no other flnds‘wihhxn the grave.

. 917 The virtually complete skelaton of an infant probably between one':
) and four months old but certalnly larger hhan the rest of the skeletons
excepL for B8B1. The burial was 3156‘1n a substantial grave 1.4-x 0.8m and -
0.20m deep. .The head of twe xnfant was to Lhé N facing.ﬁa The Ekull of a
dq‘gh.iay, immediately alongside the" haqd of the &n.fan;,"to’thla‘; E. To th.e"
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rlght of the Lnfant‘s pelv1s{\\§\x‘cattle rib fragment "and two smakl. \;"~

fragments of unldentlflable anlmal\Ebne.' Two furthgr-burials, 915 and 9;6

NN

S ~ -

“overlay this’ bne' P - ‘ N N ‘ . o e

923 The ; largely complete skeleton of\an infant, poSsibly'new born or

a few weeks older Burlal in a substantlal grave 1. lO x O‘??mAand 0. 25m

deep The 1nfant‘s head was to the E facxng N

The remalnlng sKeletons were of 1nfants elther new—h@rn or poss;bly a

few weeks older ) qut were v1rtually complete, though some had been

Jo

dxstgrbed by anlmals, the plough OF‘tOpSOll removal and had some bon

. missSing. .The numbers of these; burlalsz’re as follows 286, 333 400 616 \\\\\\\:

A .
pﬁénatufe or Just rather sm@ll) 903,

619, 678, 784 789, 325 833, 860 86’
_qoa 905 913 1914 915 916 918

920 (p0851bly demature or just- rather§small) 922* 926 927 1076 1134,

1138 1151 1169 (a very small 1nfanb probably about two months prematUTe)
1221, and 1256. -

¥

. R -
J '

N

Infant bur _are not.uncommon o} armsteads of all perlOdS in

Brltaxn and oth ountrxeS*—WThe~thh>raLe of infant. morhal;ty in the L - B

world‘up to the present day 1s well

ancxent worLd and in many’pa!ts of th

know (Hooper,lB/S) CAristotle (Book vf:4of the Hlstorma Anxmalxum)

comments thau most chlldren are carrled of £ before the seventh’ day, whlle

'  .in 18th century France Rous®eau could stiil wrm\e in Emile (17627 'of all

-“Df tthe sickness of, eighb days‘ Letanus infantum caused by treating Lhe‘
2 ,umbugcal cord \vit:h“inrec,t.odrr —fjul»marnﬁf}* (Steel 1875, 150~5)./ Howevar, e -

: { S
"the chlldren who- aae born scarcely ne half Yeach adolescence‘ (Yudkxn L.

1968) In exceptlonal clrcumstan?es 1nfanL mortalxty rates can be

extremeLy high~ the British & Fofelg Medico—Chirurglcal RevLew in- 1838 E ..

recorded that e;ght out: oﬁ.everéfaen babies born on, erta (St Kilda) dled C

“n
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-VaCking detailed sfatiétibs for the -ancient worl Jé”mhst;eVOid'assuming

that the sxtuatlon was’ always so dlsastrous / osllns.ﬁlSGS 147-8) has
513 - drawn attentien to the pooulatlon expansion”in th

c%ntury in England and the plethora'of children'. The factors behlnd this

e frlse in the fertility rate and the decline in%he lnfant mor%allty rate are»

‘debateable but they - probably 1nclude improved housing, more varled q;et
and earlyer marrlage The flrst two of- these factors may well have

ﬁ"eted 1n dth century Ronjan Brltaln (though for late marrlage:and snall
elsewhere in the Roman Emplre see Jones 1964) LIt is 31gnlf1cagt
and in the 17th and 18th- century, whlle the 1nhabltants of '
wed a low infafft mortallty rate, the 1ncr6331ngly

. Ce N overcrowded town dw lers suffered a marked rlse (Hosklns 1965 148), so

R i

L that ln London between 1/62 and 1771 two»thlrds of the ch;]dren dled before
1reach1ng flve years of: age (Stlll 1931, quoted by Hooper 19/5 3750
The a8 1nfant burlals at Barton COurt Farm need hot. 1nd1cate ‘an

”alarmxngly high mortallty rate ‘as they must haVe accumulated over at lﬁaSu

'seVenty years and- probably over as.century:. We cannot be certain what was

. the female populatlon of Chlld bearlﬁg age- on the late Romano Brltlsh

~. . farmstead, but 1t seems Lhat a Chlld was dylng at bifrt »about every two

\ . . . s e

_Ayear

»

R @ oY dlsposal of - corpses wiﬁhln a olty The lau does not seem to have

N \p lied: to- new borﬁ bables who-were often burled wlthln the urban area or -

‘w1th1r' he fort aL Portchester (Hooper 1975, 376 Nock 1932 322) ' AnC1ent

Roman law‘iqghasxses that no formal mourning perlod was requ1red for'
e .chlldren unde? 3 years of age (later 1 vear) (see Plubarch Numa 12). . The .

habit of burylng very young lnfants arourwd the settlement rather than in

the communal cemetery seems to have also applled in rural _areas,- for 1nfanL

burxals are common on Romano-British farmsteads but. rare in rural ‘
temetbdries. The dlfferent funerarv treatment of 1nfaan and o!ﬁer people
2% 7 appears ‘to be a common phenomenon in socxet:es as dlverse as the Ashant1

énd'&he Saxon (for a dlscu551on of lnfant burial. practlces see Ucko 1969

_270—l)* As Ucko pblnts out ’many socletles only accept a ch;ld 4s a

1,f"'fully-fledged soclal human belng after "a certaln age.

fréeﬁembﬁi,’simply inser@od into ditches or shalIOw gxaves:v lhere was no‘i

"ébviopejemphéais on any partxcular orienbation (Tlg 74). A magorlty lay'

3

F - y L

wi}_;}}iisb;e;;;g hq’ads to Lhe N or §, thcugh orién't;at,lons should be trepted as'

late 16th and early 17tn

As Hooper has emphasxzed Lhe Roman Law of the Twelve rables forbade.'

Mest of)the Barton Gourt Farm ;hfants were. burned wlth l;ttle apparent

<o,
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< - to the grave dnring excavation
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.f ' Fig~3u Orientatlon of Romano Britiqh Ynfant burials:
- the thickiess "of the. arrows: indmcatea the Humber of burials
in that™ orientatfon. The pumbers are thoae allocated’



approxxmate only, when the bones were so oiten dlsturbed Bur:als lylng E.

: {//;/_ and W also appear as well as most points of the compass between the.

‘cardinal p01nts except SW Ss

The-most 1nterest1ng buxlals were those wh1ch were accompanled by dog fn
and sheep sku}ls it is 51gn1f1cant that two of - Lhese burlals, 881 and
917, were of sllghtly older chlldren, the only ones found on the smteruu*’
Presumably parents were more attached to theseé chlldrnn of only a few
months old ~The authors are not aware of Romano~Brltlsh para]lels to *hesel

burlals Thereﬁis, however contemporary ev1dence Lhat pet animals’ wer

sacrlf;ced O Roman funerals (DE§?X Eplst iv. 2). Terracotta flgurlnes

;o off an,mals 1nclud1ng a dog accompanled a cremation at Camulodunum and a Jet“

bear

“as found w1th an infant aL Malton Yorks (Toynbee 19/1 53),‘bub -

these may‘have been no more ‘than toys. - o d{ ' ;/J
» o Anotber Thames Valley villa, Hambleben Bucks, has' produced a burial’
"}' . ground with as many as 97 1nfants (Cocks 1921) Unfortunately *he detalls

L of burlal were not recorded though the excavators suggested 1nfantlclde may

7 have been practloed (see Suetonlus Claudlus 27 for an meerlal case of
A -;xnfantlolde). -- Around Lhe,Gloucestershlre,v1llapof Frocester Courtla

subetantiai numben” of infanﬁs have alsy been found (E Price,?perS'commy.
~ R £ B & : - }

At Porchester (Hooper 19?5¢’376)"13 of the 25 ibfants were interred in oité
o féa{. 'Lhat Contalned animal bone Bdrials weye also aSSOClated with anlmal bone
1 "'vf‘at Trentholme Drlve York (Warwgbk 1968) THe pFOV1810n of {food for the . -
oS ' ) idead the eatlng of funerarv meals and deposition of -the residue, and the
L sacrifice of plgs (Toynbee 1971 50) are well know ROman burial 1Lualb

- AL Barton Court Farm the anlmal skulls could have been protectlve symbolq

A

- f: o rnthnf han anllnapproprxaLe source of food. In grave 917 ‘half of an ox
rib and two fragments of unldentlfxable bone were’ found. Theee may have
- been no more than refuse on the site. whlch were 1ncluded with’ babkfllled
, ;earth More caxeful study of. the types. of anlma‘ bone in graVes is - needed7
Lbeggre they can be assumed to be necesg;rlly of rloual 51gnchance. :5
N6 adult Romano-Brlbish burlalﬁ were found in the area of the B
- ifarmstead at Barton Cburt Farm and presﬂmably Lhe communiLy burial ground
lies elsewher - 1h 1945 a dLh cenLury cemetbby of 35 graves was feund
‘fdurxng gxavel extractxon BOOm NE of the Barton CouFL Farm s:te and

;*‘exruvaked by R J C\Atkinsun 51952 32~d) - ANsa nrackway Lcads fxom the NE

';‘cerner ol Lha rarmstead cowards Lhia cemeccry it 13*11ke&y that Lhef_

Anhabitaﬁss of Barton COurL Farm in the dth CenLuPy were. interred hcre

T parrae " A e v
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) represent a mortality rate 1n the flrSL sxx months of llfe Gf cihdﬁﬁr

- s - N ,..'n s

.q- ‘/ - .

7 - . . : :
Any population of mortality figures based bn it must be speculal

the extreme. 'Wélinder (1979,.61) uses the formula . o
P = 1.1 .. D . e° )
- N N - o -
o
t
,;‘ : .{

- ’ 3 R

P

to calculate the populatlon (P)“ghgre eg.s llfe expectancy at blrth,
thc perxod of use of - the grave field, D = the grave field populatlon

tive in

t _

Using Wells 5 flgure of 30 years for life expectancy and 150 years,AS the

length of grave field use, we arrlve at a populatlon figure of seven

» elght adults A grave field used for 100 years would have served a

(%4 -

populatlon of about ten peofle. B . o

Welinder (1979 82 3y refers to average figures of five to six

to

live

bl“chs per 1emale in late prehlstorlc Sweden Assumlng here that some 18 .

women had Lherefore glven blrth to abouL 108 1nfants{ Lhe a7 1nfants

would

calculatlons represent a purely theoretlcal exercxse as .we do'not know the

“sex and age structure of fhe cemetery, wnlch is essentlal for any ac

curate

calculatlon (Acsadl & Nemerskerl 1970) Nor’ apparenuly do we have any

~

i burlals .between the ages “of six months: and adulthood Lndlcatlng thau a

Ll a5
R

RN

(S ,\«o.‘,

grave Eoods are repomed on by P D C Brown ({BE

- and 807 are Iikely o be mothers and infantsa'
l.:

section of the" populatlon is not represented in the excavated skeletal

mebefial. (Fxcavatlons in 1983 located a second 1nhumatlon cemetery and an

earller RB ﬁ;ematlon ceme%ary closer to the Barton Court farmstead

»

size of the 1nhumation cemetery appears to be sxmllar to Atkinson's.

’

two late RB cemeterxes may 11e on Lhe boundarxes of nelghbourlng

settlemenhs) - a I L

ITI11.4 .The Saxon burials (Fig 67)

;“, B S

. A 3 & . -
tour inhumatlons were excavated which dated to the pagan Saxon

The

perlod—c

tWO lnterred in. the remnants of thre late Rémano- BPlthh farmhouse and two

R R

prriey -

Fre_childbirthy

A R

T S L

'1n the cottegp A fifth thumatlon 15 thought Lo be Saxon but the datlngw
13 uncertain) ‘I‘he \.wo Saxon burials, which ’.\,gt;l\gie noe—«natal _infants ?_71

The "
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’ .clearly visible. = ., . S .

"

-

— i

" 258 (Fig 67) The 1a£ge1y!incomp1ete'posthranial‘skeleton of an adult
male with. parts of the lower legs mlssxng A single thlrd molar fund w1th

_ the bones suggests a young man. There are no traces of osteoarthrltxs o

Sy

There is no evidence for decapitatlon (see 269).

" The grave was inserted into the desbructlon level of room.5 of the
:farmhouse. The skeleton was about 0.30m from the present ground surface
It lay Sgplne, with the head to the s.. Most of the legS'andrfeet and'tne
skull wene miseing, apperently removed by ploughing, as traces oonlough
marks we}e etched into thergnave.l-The head would have rested on é block of
s iron slag,‘sliéhtly elevated aoove thé rest'of the body. - The discovery ofE%
the thlrd“molar 1ndlcates that this was noﬁnalﬁeadless borfal.' C

271 (Eig 67) Part of the right arm, -the pelvis and part ofithe rignt
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skull and half the post~cran1al bones of a new—born infant
. The grave wAS 1nserted lnto the destructlon level of room 4 of the
late Romano—Brltlsh farmhouse The bodles were only O. 25m from ‘the prebent
ground surface and badly disturbed by ploughlng, the - marks of which were
e

» The body. of the female apparently lay suplne w1th the head to the S
along the axis of Lhe Rémano-British bu11d1ng The neo-natal infant’ lay by
her right slde with its head to Lhe N. o . I Ce 7

807-(F1g 67) " The v1rtually complete skeleton, mlsSLng only the left

lower arm, of a female aged between 18 and 23 vearo, ‘height 5ft 2in

(1. 576m) . There are ;wo -wormian bones in_the lamhaid qntnrn __The teeth
are in‘excellent condltlon, the complete set erupted and well allgncd wiéh
no’caries. = Two have been lost since burial. V o '

~In the same grave- were the skulr some rib fragments, and five lcng

bones from- é new—born nfant 'y palr of tlblae from soil to- Lhe eas» of
thls grave probably beiong_tq the infanct, as in. the same level (502) there
- wére two. meLapodlals wh1ch paxr with ones in Lthe adulL skelehon '
' The burlal lay suplne, 1nserted into the rubble of BUlldlng ‘2. The -
head of the female wasULo thecSW faclng,NE. The new—born baby lay by her
‘right shoulder with its head to the SW. o

820 (Fig 67) “The Virtuaily complete skeleton of a female aged betwean
30 and 35 years, heighL 5£% 3¥io {1, B?m\

good condition, _bhere being no cariea or peridonLal\discase, eight have

The Leelh, Lhough worh, are in

buén 105t since burial Thcré are slight traces. of osteoarthritxs on "the
bodl&n of ‘the Lhoracic vérLebrae 7 8 and B, the {final ]Umber vartebra has

i:He



total length measurements for QN 1Mmerus, radlus,‘and ulna belng 312, 238,~

and 265mm and’301, 234, and 253 'espectluely ‘In-life.the right arm )

“would'have‘been perhaps an inoh shorter The bunial was inserted into the
rubble of bu1fd1ng 2. The body was suplne’with the.head to” the north,_

- - fac1ng south w1th the left leg drawnqupmsllghtly ‘

1171 (Flg 83)° The largely complete skeleton, missing the’ lower
vertebrae, pelvis, left femur, and right leg, of a male aged over 40 years, o
height 5ft 74%in (1. 71m) The teeth were all present at the time of deaLh
L T Athough 51i have since been- lost They are all-well worn and one premolar
' and flve molars are carlous, upper rlght molars 7 ‘and 8 having abcesses
'assoc1ated w1th the carles, while an abcess above ypper. left 7, one of_the
"mlsSLng teeth, probably Lndycates-thae.lt was also carious. There was' no
eign of osteoarthritis on the hpnes. Part of a rlght femur found with thls
skeleton does not belong teo this 1nd1v1dual s
“The grave, about 0.30m deep, was lnserted into the N end of the late :
,Romano—Brltlsh gulley 1253 1n51de the SE enclosure The body lay suplne . -
liwlth its head to the SSE fa01ng E. There were .no grave goods or traces of '

a coffln As the grave was cut 1nto the late Romano-Brltlsh gulley and .was

orlented SSE-NNW, the same as the enclosure ditch 2m'to the W it seems

llkely that it belongs to the pagan Saxon perlod

- | i:D3
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Infant diaphysis measurémehts (léhgths in
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1.12 THE RADIOCARBON DATES T o - A I

Four samples were submltted for radlocarbon datlng to the Harwell
Carbon lA/Trltlum Measurement Laboratory Two of these were from. .
Neollthlc features and- two from the late Iron Age ‘phase of settlemenL
Allrdates are quoted in years bc, u51ng the. leby half-life of 5568

jearérahd with' no attempt at calibration (years be = years BP - 1950)

.

‘Context - Matérial = - Harwell ref -Date’ _
Neo plt 544 AntLef o HAR—2388:} 3910 + 70 bp (¢ "1960 bc)'
Neo pit 865/5 Bone H¢R%2387’ 4030 % 70 bp (¢ 2oeo_5c)
) IroniAgejpit 31175‘._Carbonizede - o o - .
U . grain . HAR-1335~ 2200 +70 bp (c 250 be):
Iron Age hnclesure~‘ Bone ’ : HAR7134§;/ 18304‘80 bp (¢ ad 120)

Ditch 5/

Y

Callbratlon usxng Clark's curve (1975) would put the Neolit thic
dates’ at about 2500 BC ‘ T . L »
The Izon Age samples were taken from features which were thbught to

be contempoxary on “the basns;d‘thelr céramic content - Lhe farmstead

_ enclosure ditch and the storage pit adJacent to structure 1. The anlmal

" bone from dltch 5 produced a date whlch is statlstlcally conslstent with

lete Iron Age occupatlon' especxally if a half-~ llfe of 5730 . AO is” used

{c ad 67) The carbonlzed graln—from plt 311 was parv‘of a well

stratified cache close. to the bottom of the pit and LhOught to have been

" burnt in. 31tus The associated pottery would Lndlcate a'date of early Lo

mid 1lst century AD for this materlal Carbonlzed'graln from’ Iron Age

A: features at Ashvxlle, Abingdon, was found to produce surprxsmngly early
» radlocarbon dates (Parrlngton 1978, 39) Calxbrahion of Cla: k's curve:
ldoés noL hring Lhese radiocarbon;gﬂtcs closer to those suggésted by Lhe

cgrhmxc evidence .~'xA :"
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IV TheFifds . 5

~

7vpurpose should be grouped Logether rather than w1th other ObJeCtS of”’ Lhe same

iv,x,ZINTRQDUCTION e ‘:\l s S
« Y TN i ‘ ) :

The finds from the 51te are organlzed prlm&?lly on Lhe basis of‘a.

"functlondl ClaSSlflcatlQﬂ raLher than w1th regard to Lhc maLéTlal from Whlch

they ari manufacbured It is feg&,that objects which werg’ used for the same:

e 2 N
aterlal thh toLally dlfferent funcblbns Ther'e are obvious dange%s in this;

method in that the. iUnCuloﬂ of OCJecLs is not always obvious or one opJeeL mﬂy

have been eeed for several purposest. Nevertheless lL is hoped that, ths method
is valld and alds the~interpietation of Lhe site. lhe Categonmes are organlsed

in lho obdeb' pr‘mary pd\ouctlon act1VlL1es secondary production, and

consumpulon Only grave goods are. kept tbgether as ‘specific gr3ups. llrespectlve

of pllmd!y funcﬁ:on Tunctlonal groups are organlzed chronologlcally fxom the
Tron Age to M(dLCValf E@dﬂ descr:ptlon is followed by the original excavatlon ,;
small finds: némbcr in brachets " (007, followed by the oxlglnal feqtur o

number, OO a- deqcrlptlon of the. feature, and the perlod to whlch“ft belongs

- 4 "“

_lne auLhor s names appear under their reSpectlve sections except for
5 - -

Lhose of Dr Mdnnlng,‘who is zespon51ble for:all the lronwork repoxts ahd David

Mlles! who wroLe Lhe other reports unﬁttrlbuued in the Lexte DM wOuld like to

e

v

" ‘thank Dr Martin- Henlg and Bav1d Brown for their comments on manv of Lhe ObJeCCS

FIEN

‘g.—#

N
Ne

V. 2 AGRICULTURE CRAFTS AND INDUSTRIES ;' R .

CAv.2.1 WOolgatherlngj . f‘ PR W Naﬁﬁing"j/' e
w.2.1.1 Iron Sheérs'(Fig 90)‘ - ! .‘ . l [ T ) L .
o B A . E ’ ‘ LT
1~ ‘Thélsoking is wide'with‘an oﬁél loop The arms Laper‘to the Lrlangulax '

. blades. uhe polnLe of which aré bro<en Slmlldl eheaxs are known fxo%

P vallous 51Lee. including NewaUead Roxburgh (Cuxle 1911 pleXVIIl 5), -

’ 3

e . WoodcuLLs : Dorset (Pltt Rlvers 1887, 69V pl XXIT 8) Bokezly Dyke, WllLS;’

(PlLL Rlverb 1892, 109, pl CLXXVI 18). . o .
(529) 853/1 Late RB paddock ditoh., , ’ S
2 Ixon sheaL,blade w1th parv.of the loopgd sprlng -The edge of Lhe blade is
. o straight, the back curves down Lo the p01@g. .The spring wae w1deﬂed "-vl
Lapermg evenly té the blade L ¥ ) - C A /
(510) §2§£l~ Late RB paddock ditch. . S : S {j
* “ . “ P . 7
, : - f

5:A1 . .
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3 K Iron ‘shears: the arm widens from the blader to the beginning of .the curve. -

g of the sprlng where it iw- broken « There is no evidence that’the sbring

. widened into a loop. The edge of the blade is SLIalght the back rises
sllghtly before sloplng shanply down to the: p01nt The heel has a marked
'concave curve. Shears lacking the expanded loop of éﬁe qfev1ous examples

v - . ) are common and examples 51mllar fo these may be quoted from the Blackburn

Mill, rwicks, hoard (Piggott 1953, 45, fig 12, ng),iYerulamlum

(M ing 1872, 176, fig 65; no®45), Silchester(Reading Maseum), Caerwent
ewport Museum) etc. . h ’

- 3
APV

- —H{ 2106907 1 bate-RB-paddock-ditch -
)~'IV.2.1.2 References (IV.2.1) - L - -
. = ) * hnl Ar‘/) : T . ¢
'Curle, J, 1911 A Roman frontle//655t and lts peopbc The Fort of . .

+ Newstead in the,Parlsb/Bf Melrose

‘w

Mannlng, W H 1972 WTheiyfgnwork, in Verulamium ex&avations,l (ed

- .S Frere)yi\ A g . - l .
Piggottr S, 1953 Thrqu;;tal—work hoards of the Roman period from squthern .
’ \\/ o .
Scotland Proc Soc Anth Scot, 87, 1 oO

N

’Eﬁfﬁ Rlvers, A H L, 1887 Excavatlonq in Cranborne Chase l

* &&levers,,A H L, 1892 Excavatlons in Cranborne'Chase 111 - -
S ' IV.2.2' iqxtlle equlpment T 7 o ‘l Gwyn Miles

RS

' Iv.2.2. 1 = Sp‘lndle whorls (Fig. 91)

ay splndle whorl.

Irop_Age

. P ' . C

‘ \\:5 VClay sbﬁﬁdle whorl. t ";
s A T 4(33 _éiﬁ arm of early RB enclosure dlLGh o .
D 445 B}

3

. : . buildingg,

i Worl; lathe-turned. For the‘K}mmeridge shale
c . . . B o .. - )

= ] . wOrking-induytgg in the Iron Age and Roman period, see.

Calkin 1955. o '

Shale spindie whorl probablv la‘he»Lurned ‘ _ l -

Lo 6 Shale spinl]

N

L N

. . ' . TL.51A3
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. : o B (306) 791 robber trench of S-wall of late RB bulldlng I1.
- o ‘ ~This splndle whorl is from a Sth century cOntexL A 51mllar one S
has been found at the Radle& Road baxon settlement about SOOm to NE

- of the Barton Court Farm 51te (Avery & Brown 1972, f£ig 5, no: 6)

L‘l ERE 8 °Sp1ndle whorL made from a red ‘colour- éoated Oxfordsmlre ware N

e N ‘& i - .
beaker base. - ' ) - f‘.
1Y . (837) 1023, Saxon sunken hut. - o 5 Gy
- R 9 . . Clay splndle whorl o : ‘
) ~ (619) 1178/1, Saxon sunken hut C ‘ A ‘
e S—— ety S— F'—— - i ,Qﬁ? T D 8 it D <O R T ey Ty SR
. 10 © ~Clay Spindle ‘whorl 7 ‘3 . . . - , 7

(612) 1178/1, Saxon sunken hut. S

. Iv.2.2.2 Perforated and pollshed metacarpals Jf o C

. \ - -
N {\, Sheep matacarpal with” a hole through the shaft (not. 1llustrated) (562)
AR ,952 Saxon sungen hut. . .

Seven sheep meta\arpala were found thch were,h:ghly po]lshed and 1h five cases
had grooves worn transversely on edch side of the shaft. All came’from Iron ‘Age
;- - or early RB contexts" except the ome above. : A s%mriar tool of Iron Age- date from
Ashville, Ablngdon,vwas thought to have been used as a pin- beater (Parrlngton
‘1978; él, fig 69). In’ v1ew of the cumbersome expanded ends on the metacarpal
"this‘eeems‘unlikely;F’The polleheq andogrooved shafts suggest that some
materiai was drawn acroes-and;around them. Pollshed and pcrforated examplos
‘from the - Iron Age lake v1llages in Somerset/(BullELd & Gray 1917 421) and from‘
the Saxon v1llage of Sutton Courtenay (Leeds 1927, 68, pl vii, fig 2,'75) were _
. interpreted as spools ‘or bobbins., ,Wrapplng/and unwrapping yarn would
undoubtedly produce the worn and'polisheﬁ/aurfaces. Alternatively,»stretohihg

leather thongs acrdoss the metacarpals'might‘have’similar effect (Semenov- 1964,

190). Use as a bobblh seems most. llke y (W1ld 1970, 34), though %his oategory
Jof obgects is in need of experlmental/study of. the klnd car ried out by Semenov.
CLIv.2.2.3 Loom-wefghta'(FigIQZ;V96.1~35) ' — /
.- All lopm welghts on. the/elte were from Saxon contexts The terminologyg R
o : Yused is baeod on Dunhlng et al 1939 ’ . . - - - s'_'?
o Lead ‘ o , BN ¢ ’
-J. A 1é_ Bd toom welght of the intermedlate type with a. relatlvely small central
, 7 hole‘ Welght 42 Oﬁ . - . _b o ' : el -
‘ (526) 952 Saxon “sunken hut.: ) ' ‘ '
. . : % \
) 3



“”**‘*“*‘”§F138“65f85ﬁ”"*SomE*ofrwhs"loom welghts "had raised transverse llnes 1rregularly,"'

-
-

‘2 Co Lead loom welght annular'type with relatlvely large central hole and

three eVenly‘l

aced depre551ons on °upper surface Welght 300g.-

(557) 1023/3 Sa

n sunken’ hut. :; o ' ' N . ) _‘*F ) o
Flg 92.3-12,, Fig 93,l\ A group of thirteen lead lOOm‘WElghtS of the annular
_type found'on‘ﬁhe natural g avel base of - thc Saxon sunken hut -1190. Ten of the.

-* loom welghts were ¢lustered to\eLher as. if originally stnung logetheg ox_f
Asoackcdj poSsiblyvon a wooden pole, ‘Clay loom weights from Upton-(No}éhants)
?ouhd«in»a stack had traces of wood inside them (chkson et'al l969) Three»of

the loom weigh%s (587)"(59857 (622) were found lylng to the S of the main group

N

_,‘spaced around them. The welghts in grammes in order of smdll flnd number (887)

~-"(7398)‘and (622) and catalogue number 3-15 were as follows 300 290\ 270, 320,
280, 330, 320, 280, 320,280, 350, 300. ' Py '
L (387-598) (672) 1190, Saxon sunken hut . N » _
f\\\Lead loom welghts are not common on, baxon seLLlemenL Sltes 1n,Br1La1n, though
-f '\exampfes are known . from sunken huts at Llnford Quazry, Mucklng (Essex) (Barton
1962) and the: nedrby Mucklng site ltself (Jones & Jones 1075)
' The quton Court .loom welghts are crudely cast p0551bly by pouxlng
-molten lead into a sand mould The lead ~may have come from the remains of the
nearby Romano~ Brltlsh v1lla bu1ldlngs.. The lead loom welghts are consldexably
. lighter Lhan Lhe clay loom welghts from Cassington, Headlngton, Sutton

\
’ Couxtenay, and Upton (all in the Ashmolean Museum) whjch range in weight from

374 Lo Hh0p. llnos of‘clny Loom— —weiphts hnvo beon found in sito ﬂfghpton R

(Noﬁthants) WLbL Stow (Suffolk) Grimstone End (Quffolh), SL Cross (Hants) (for

references see Hedges 19/8) and 0ld Sw1ndon (Bernard Phillips.*pets comm). The

) welghts calculated by Hedges Tor the SL Cxoss IaLe Saxon examples are -
noLlcoably llghtcr than Lhose from pagan Saxon cemetelles ln the Ashmolean

Museum

>

Clay loom'weights A few fragments of annular clqv loom weights were found

in two sunken hut&pa1023 and ll9O " The wexghts were made of poorly fired or

- 1cc:denlally,§ﬁrnt coqrse clay which included quaxLZLKC pebbles up Lo Bmm across

e -

and gome oxgdnlc mdlexlal Only one fzagmcnt-(sz)_ftom huL 1190/2 was of any

size;, consisting of about.20% of a weigﬁﬁ c;éOmm in outer diameter ‘and ¢ 37mm
thick., = & - R
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Fig 92 Textile m}anufa’él:ur*é‘
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Fig 93 Textile manufacture:

s and bone pin beater

A lead Joom welght

bone awls

lJeather working:

B5:A8



IVv.2.2.

N L3

A

o

A Pin-beaters and thread—pickers (Fig §3.Af8)

Boné pin-béater A .
(176) 602/1, Lop flll of RB villa cnclosurc ditch.
Palr of bone pin- beaters

(523) and (525) 952, Saxon hut.
Bone‘dquble;ended’thread picker,"well pol?shed.

(569} 1023/1, Saxon sunken hut.

Bone double-ended thnead:piékef;‘well pdlished.

former

tools, pointed at both ends and sultable for, more dellcate work.

however,

N

pointed bone tools from Upper Thames- Saxon settlements tend to shade ‘between the

.two extremes found

V.22

(6347 102672, Saxon sunkén hut. “?;‘7;'

Bone thread picker flﬁgment well poll%hcd

( A).256, upper fl]l of robber -trench of RB VJlla bUJldlnp

B

are stouter and more crudely made and would stand harder wear pcrhqps ln‘

. boqtlng up the weft on a warp- ~weighted loom. Thc thread plckers are less robusL

‘Brown 1972, fig 5," no 1; Brown 1975, fig 11, no 9).

=

.5 Textile manufacturd at Garton Court Farm

A dlollnctlon is drﬁwn here beLwcon pln =beaters and lhroqd p]c<0r

In practice,

;t,ls not always possible to draw such a fine dlStlnCLlOn; examples of

at. Barton CourE Farm_(Leeds 1934,,pl xxix, fig 1;

Spindle .whorls and poséibly the poli%hed sneeb metacarpals provide the only

ev1dence for Lhe

through weaving,

sunken

other domesLJc refuse OLher obJecis “in partlgular ‘1e group ol lead loom'
weights (IV., 2. 2. 3) worcrﬁpparenLly found in situ and suggest that” the huLs-
Awere used, perhdps ﬁmong ‘other things,
welghts have’ been ‘found in SLlear poéltlons at Sutton Oourtenay (OXOn)‘(Léeds,

1927, 75) ,- Llnford (Essex) (Barton 1962}, Bourton- on-the- Water (Glos) (Dunning

1932),

(Jackson et al 1969),

pers Comm) B . -

Larmsteads AThe evidence for all’ suages of textile manufacfure,

huts. have produced a. Lota] of 24 objects’ assoc:atoo w1th tcxtlle

'production. Seme of these were "thrown into the. abandoned sunken huts»along WJU

.

Grlmstone‘ﬁnd PaPenham (Suffolk) (Brown et al 1934)-“Uppon (Northi

.

$AQ

U

proceSSLng of Lextlles at the Iron.Age and Romano-British
froquplnning

is more prollflc in the: early Saxon perlod rlve of the seven

as weadving sheds (Radfoxd 1957) =

and most convincing of all 0ld Swindon (Bérnard Phill\ips,

-



1V.2.2.6 References (IV. 2.2) - 7 Co T B . *

Averj, M, & Brbwn, P DC, 1972 Saxon Teatures a% Abihgd?h, Oxoniensié,tgz;
S gy L o o | B ) o
' Barfon; K:F;'1962 Settlements of the Iréh Age and pwgan Saxoﬁ pexlod at.
\ \ﬁinford Quary, 'Muckin%, Essex, Trans Essex . Alcheol SOC!ALL- 57-104

1

BFOWC: B J W, 'Knbcker‘ G.M.. 'Smedley, N, & Wesﬁ, 5. B, 1954 Excavations at
) Grlmstone End, Pakenham, ‘Proc Suffolk Inst Archaeol, 26, 190-207

B}own, P.D CS 1975 Objects from the' grave, in R A Chamberé, A Romapo—British

= seiplemeni site and /fﬁwéentuﬁy burial, Ducklington, Oxon, 1974

Oxoniensia, 40, 191-7 ~

Bulleid, A, & Gray, H, St. George, 1911-&.1917 The Glastonbury Lake Village
_¥ols I & II- B

L

Calkin, JVB,'JSSS Kimmeridge Coal Money, ProgiDdrset Nat Hist & Archaeol
Soc,75; 45-51 " . T

o © Dunning, G C, 19327,The Saxon hut near Bourton-onsthe-Water, Anﬁié J, 12, 290
Dunnfng; G C,*Hurst, J G, Myres,. J NVL; & Tischler, F, 1959 ﬂvAngloeSaxon

5 Pottery: = A Symposium, Medieval Archaeol, 3, 1-78 ',."u
. -*. 5Hedges J W, 1978 . The looﬁiwéights,.in J dollis (ed): Winchester Exéavations;
Ef iﬂ“;ff“ S 2* 33-9 " R , ) . : . .
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V in,R-Brﬁcé Mitford (ed) Receﬁﬁ Archaeﬁiogiéal.EXcaVatiQnsAin Eutope |,
 133-87 L R ' N |
B . Leeds; E T, 1924 A Saxon yillgge ﬁear_Sutfén Courtenay, Berksi-Archaeolégi;,
‘ 73, 147-92 I ) 7 ]
Leéds,‘E T, 1927‘ A Saxon village at Suhtoﬂ Courteénay, -Benks (énd‘feport),v‘igig
Ce 6, 59-80 - ) L . S EREE R
fifﬁéf o Leeds, E 1, l9A7 A Saxon Village at Sutton Courtenay, Bcrl (3fd report),
AR 1bid, 92,-79-93 o x ' o
- ':; “~?arr1ngton,_m, 1978 The excévéfion .IZz,at ASthlLe lxadlng Estate Ablngdon

‘(Oxon) 1974-6, Counc Brit’ Archaeol Rées Rep 28 - .
Radford;“C A R, 1957 The Saxon house:ja revmew_and some parallels,

Medieval Archacol, 1, 27-38 .. . -

Semenov, S A, 1964 PFChJSLOIlC Lechnology

West, S<E, 1969" The Anglo Saxon VLllage of West Stow: an interim rcpo;t of the
- ; @xcavatlons 1965 68 Medleval Archaeol 8, 1-20

3

\\W1ld J Py, 1970 Textlle man&fachure in the nothern Roman —provxnces
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‘ . v
s - ’ Cs . "
Iv.2.3 Leather work;ng ’ T )
IV.2.3.1 Awls (Fig 93.9-13).° o ’ B . _
I . o . o ‘ P
Q Bone awl w1Lh well pollswed p01pL (2, meéapodial'from cattle or hﬁr;q):
;(140) ‘340, posthele, Iron Age rlp0851bly early RB. | v
lOb?Roe deer antleﬁhQifh the énd K 1fe trimmed to form a sharp point. The
.~ Cantler ig well polished. Prabéb.y'used.a5Man awl.
(200) 9921;;‘ Late RB villa enclesure diLCﬁ] S arm, bﬁt .
- 7po%%16)§ & oaxon 1mbtemeﬁ1; " ] ._ - <
L1 lrn;‘mcnt of a bont‘ panL pos"’lb]y an awl or oo pJIl -beaber. . )
" (176) ,602/1 - Late RB v1lla enclosure dltch\ : K i !
. 12 Iron é&l: square- sectloned rod tapering lo a shiork roundud polnL at one
éhd and a longer one at the other whlch probably orlglnally served as a .’
« tang.‘ Probably an awl used in leather worklng ,
- (211) §g91}, Late RB paddock dltch ‘ . ‘
.o A3 pig incisof, Lrlmmed to form a flnf, very. sharp p01nL N ¥
P (614) 1178/1. quon sunken hut. - E o s
1V.2.4  WNetting (Fig 94.1)
IV:2.A.1 Bronze heedle  . !
Bronze needle blfuxcated at each end to form an 'eye'. “The two feyes' 'jg in
the opposite p1ane to each othel.f Such rods are usually Jn{mrprobnd as ngﬂtlng
needles (eg W1ld 1970, l§8w fig 65, Bushe-rox 1§26; pl LV, 11; Busne—Fox 1914,
vfié 5, no 9;,p-13; Cuﬁlif}é'ié?S;'pl 1Vj’22).e Similar ihstkumeﬁts may?haQe been’
uséd as sufgical,probes (Milne 1907, 8A; pl XXI). - CoL
\<u (32)°9/1 'S arm, of ‘early RB enclosure ditch. . .
N £ : :
IV.2.4.2 "Bone needles (Fié\94.2»5)v . .
2 (a3) 197 Poétidlc iﬁ Saxon sunken hut 188
-3 (62)198. . Saxon sunken hut. _ T
T . 4-(586) 1023/2 Saxon sunken hut. - - A : )
"5 (576) 1023/1 Saxon sunken hut. ' :

7 - - - - -
Bone needles with large eyes are common on Saxon sites, for example; at

Sutton

Courtenay (Lecds 1924, pl XXVIII and xxlx-'yeods 1947, pl XX1ia). Such

needles can hardly have beepkused for flne work but raihﬂr'for Lhe produrtlon of

anopen mesh’ mnbcr)a\xsuch ﬁS snck1np or ncltlnp lhnugh it has been spggos{nd
A B

thaL they acLed as Clétheﬁgplns (Leeds 1964 182-3). 1 w

B

Y

5:A1] y



S

. - .
M ’ ) ~
] Y
P B
VAR :
\ i
~ u_'\
L )
o ) 4
/ -
Id
— - :
; , Ouind -
Y‘Fig gl (Net.(‘.’"ing:» bronze nettipg needle; bone needlea -
(S . . s 3
Roey - B ot . ’ [3
\ ,> . \ -
. X ’ ) \
. : . ) 5:A12



N

IV 2 E 3 References (IV.Z a). ” I ( S
. 2 - »
5 :

.Bushe Fox J P, 1914 Second reﬁor“ on the. excavatlons on the 51Le of the Romﬂn

town at WroXeLeI, ‘Shropshire 1913 Soc Anth London Res Rep 2

Bushe-Fox, J P, @926_F1r5u repor‘ j?’the excavatlon of the Roman fort at
Richborough} Kent, Soc Anth '

ndon Res Ropa6

Cunllffe B W (ed),, 1968 'Flfth report on the excavations of the Roman fort aL

-

R1c1borough Kent Soc Anth London Res Rﬁp 23

3
.

)

.;1Q23 and in. the upper (probab{y Saxon) £Fill of the v1llaaenclosuxe dltch 606

‘_\ﬁmme, TS T TO0T SUREIE AT IR T rém: rGleek-and “fmﬁi’a‘ﬁ”‘tfn“ﬁ?“ e e

wild, J P, 1970 Textil¢ manufacture in-tihe northern Roman provxncesﬁ,*,, .
e . . )

1V.2.5 » Bone working

A A ALY

P

. PSS . .
;Fragmgnts oﬁ sawn bone and red deer antler were found 1n Saxon sunkbn Hut

-712, arid’ late RB‘well 949\(not 1llustxatéd) A red deer anulpr ;» probably used

;ShQFL of -tlie late.RB. well 832

as a alg&nng Lool was. found«. the 1awer lel oft the Late Iron Age dltch 10

., o

(not lllustrated heFe, used for naolocarboh datlng)

i

Iv.2.6° Mllletones fxom BaFLOn Eourt Farm (F{g 85) R JVSpQEh. A ‘.

N i - ]“ ) . EE L 4‘ 2t
,All the mlllstone fragmen1s e{ﬁﬁft no 4 were feund built intc the’stdne
s Tt o :

~

o1 This ™ lb ‘a f1agment of a mll]stonu wnth Lwo roughly radlal Iractur s creatlng
.

<
almost a quarter of the origi na} stone. * The éFlnd]ng face is gencrdlly concave

ronflrmlng that the fragment’ cama from a Lopstone Ra(ldl sectlons show Lhe

grlndlng face to be flat for Lhe outer ZQcm nearest Lhe)rlm but he surxace

L

rises Lowards the eye by 3-dmm. : No’ aressxng of, the face can be debecteo and - lt

"is clearly marked by CLxcular dtria credted by . fon elgn bod]es enterlng Lhe

[l

stones with Lhe graln - oA ‘ o ] _

In the eye of L1e fragmcnt nlose to one of thevrédja1}2ractures there:
appears LOrbe edjdcnce of -a rynd cavxty,'suggest)ng thaL it wab some 8cm long by .
7. 2cm w1de, possibly. a two— wxnged rynd. W1t1 the {Jiameter ot th orLblnal %Lone.

'

close toy, qﬂ”Scm and .a we]ght of 151. Akg, tth was’ undoubiedly a mJ]h tone. The -’

5.0

" thickness of Lﬁe fragment at the eye is f3cm'ang at the rim it Naxles fPOm 11. 5

to 13.0c¢cm. The rlm has a very’ 1rrepu]ar;secllon and 15 1ough heWn probably as

'ib 1eft the quarry. On top of the stone the. surface is drgssed bmoobh thugh

undulatlng, and aL a radius or 29.4cm from the ax;s (lem from the rim) is &

“man—made cavity. Tt 1s,closo to 2.2cm dla v11Lua}ly a perfect’ cyrrle in plan

3 : a
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;. - view suggestlng ‘that 1t was generated by a rotatxng element It is 2 4cm deep,
”," - sllghtly tapered narrOWLng towards a . hemlspherlcal bottom and its axis is. not

qu1te normal to the’ stones surface o : ) - T -

3

It is p0551ble, though by no means certaln that this stoné:conld,have

I
::%E\ 1"as a topstone for stone'ﬂo-£§ mij “ k»"n". .’L} O “,_-'/
.S (647); 832 R Lol .:‘ - T
s e g : : , . . -t . AP _
52\" This spec1men Ls in three fragments whlch form exactly one*half of a“bottom

Lg% )
éhes a0 llne wlth each other : The grinding. ,

vmlllsLone hav1ng two radial fﬁ?

“score marks,'thh the outer Lwo—thlrds of the N

A

'C‘E radlal sectlon flat and the fnﬁer thlrd rlslng Lowards the eye Smch a proftle'

can be found on - many Roman bot%om or bedstones, though whe;per the result of . Y.
}Zj.._ wear or dxe551ng is not knowp &- When the graln entered,the sLones Lhe gap s -
- . ' A"w\ :

. between thelr faceb had to ersufflc1ently w1dé to admlt whole gralns,‘whlch
. 3

would then roll away. Xrom the eye until. Lhey were cracked and reduced by Lhe' °

converglng stone faces In thls process it would sgem probable Lhat the wear on
3

the- faces., would be a minimum at the eye and tend to increasde away from the

2 —

'centre ThlS mlght explaln why thecproflle becomes hlgh towards Lhe eye on” the e

- . , . T ; - T e b
) bottom stones. 'v,‘ - S ,;; _ ’ ' - ' ’_'_' .
>’;}b, ‘71' ‘ The dlameter of thls stone is- 800m and it has an écm dia eye. . Th;CkneSs of,
- ’ &he sLone‘at the le is 15cm and at the eye 180m and the dress,on fne nin énd v
ﬂ; .undexsldé is rough;hewn. Whenvcompletem thls;stone_would-hsvé Qéighed' .'T;‘:. <
”F ;ﬁ( :’\approx1mabely 140kg ) '}44'7 i 'ifdbt_ i“-.& v S o B
S (eas); (653), (650)} 832 FE o R
>; 3 The remalns of/bhls ‘stone. are 1n two " fragmenbs n,ith'tdgéﬁnef mékg almost JA
;:s_-'; han of lhe orlglnql sLone‘ Al&hou&h Lhc majn fxaclurc l;cs close Lo ‘the mldd]c
—¢; . . of the sLone,‘Lhere is no ev1dence of the eye, which &ells us Lhat 1L could not.
e = have been gfeaber than 9 50m in dxameter LA radlal secblon shows the gxlndlng e

-

face»bo be, flat although'the face as a whole is concave,Awhlch means vhat ths b

P

ff; g; .%i‘was a Lopstono}and accordxng Lo is slze and welght a mlllstone
O - Its cim d;ameter lS 76. Bgm wxbh &, thckness varylng from 13 5 ) 15 5cm and ~
1 \ - Lhé prOJé>Led welghL of Lhe or1g1na] complebe sLono is “oughly 136kg The’ ‘
fi.'.v T grinding surfage is crudely pecked “in.a xandom quhlonvw:Lh small caVLtiLes some-
;f.F\ ' 3 Amm deep nnd 1. 8—] Yem apart. - S ',_ : ¥ ) ) »

Thn rim is Very roughly hewn and the top surfacc is~dressed smooLh thouéﬁ‘ =
undulatihg On thea top of the stbne is n cavity simlar to  that found on- stone

' no,lA It is 2. 2cm dia and has a rough hemispherical boLLom giving | LoLal depth f’
. . - I .

‘ . . oo




o

df'some}255cm.‘ Tts lip is well rounded and the axis of~the-hqle'moré or less

vertical to¥§h§ surface. This cavity is 11.5cm from the wim (26.9cm from the

»axié) ( w¢' S R T o
(646), (6517; gs2. . e e T
4 . This, fragment is roughly a quarter Of a Lopstone with two radlal fractured

. ‘\‘

i exactly clrcular 1n plan

faces. The remain’s of Lhe grlndlng face show that it was dre;sed by rough o
pecklng — numerous small xandom cav1t1es réhghly 1.2-1.4em apart and 1-3mm deep
A radlal sectlon of” the face- 1s.£lat although the face generally has a - e
pronounccd concavxty,,showlng it to bL parL‘of a topstone The remains of the
eye 1s rdughly dressed ,. with two 1rregulax vertlcal faces, makiaérlt dlfflcult
“to determlne what 1ts dlameter may have been. Tt is quite possxbla Lhat The-
shape of thé‘WhoLe eye was 1rregular, for it was not essenhlal for 1t to be B

-5 f =

g The orlglnql dlameter of the stone was 65 2cm wnth the thchness varylng “

from 16 to. 17cm .and its w01ght must have been 1Q the ordﬂr of 11, 3kg As w1thiu

‘ thhgiher stones, the rim 15 very roughly hewn and the top- surfacc is roughly

' IV 2. 6 1 V_DiSdUSSiODJ the pop¢éppracencaVities

dresSed-” dnée agaln atsmalLrulrcular Cav1tj\/xlsts in the top face,'2 2cm, dla

some 9ch from the rim (23 ﬁom from tﬁe axis of rotatlon) Thls cav1ty~has a
rough flat bottom~un11ke the- others 1n thls collectlon‘ whlch are,rounded “When .

ths stone 1s p051tloned 1n JtS operatlng plane, ie with the rim lylng in a

horlzontal plane, the anllnatlon of Lhe grlndlng fﬂce cuts- the ax1s 1 Ocm

higher Lhan the rim 1e a 3% 1ncl1ne

PO

_(649), lylng on the gravel,surface of Lhe latcsL RB enclosure SE of -the-

E

fhrmstéﬂd. ,;..;‘ '«.q', o,

Y

¥ - . -

In lgth century mlllstones cavxtxes were provxded 1n the- top surface of- Lhe

‘runnes stones ncar the xlm for balanc1ng\pu.poses In these cavities castwlxon
~

: boxes\xcomplctc w1th adgustable welghts, erc insLalled flush wth Lhc surface

Obv1ously such K] conLr1Vance 15 unllkely to beifound in anCLenb Lﬁchnojogy, but

‘w7

the suggestlon of balanc1ng ls worthy of con51derahxon t ns possible that an }

- oub-o r-balance querh or mxllstene could be improved by making a cavxty near - Lhef~

rim-and fllling 1L wth lead BuL as the speciflc gravity o( lead is only some

A to - Limcs that of s&one, Lhc cav1ly WOuld hpve to be faxrly largo to have anff

appreciable affect en axmlllBLone of 150kg: or mores The revitxes under .

'conuidcration, not more thail 1Ocm3 are much too qmall for tth purpose

Fux\herfnore. there is additionel evmence that the mi.llel who wm*ked Lhese qune -

.

- P P b

- : 77
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made no attempt “to balance h;s stones Had- he‘done 50, he would have surely o

- -

started by dre551ng the rough hewn rims- of these sLones and maklng their

N . . S

thckness more. -even. S ) B . T

. ROman mlllctones,havc been found w1th whaL 1ppcaxs to be provlslbn for zj

llftlng, wlth two cav1t1es‘;n Lhe top surface of the' runner oppolee each other, -

e

holdlng remains of 1ren leaded —in. Both the 'size and p051tlon of the Barton

CourL mxllsLone cavities - make lt p0551ble for them Lo have been used for this

purpose *athough not»enough ‘of -each of- the speblmens remain Lo show Lhe second

cav1L1es ~'1f Lhey ex1sLed However . kwo features of Lhese‘ cav1L1es shed doubt

on ths euggestlon The first is th L “the cavities are rather,shallow for this
use, at roughly 2. SCm, and they are worn _on Lhelr rlms Two of‘them.are“yery
rounded on Lhe edges, Lhough whether or noL éuch a profl]e was cxc ted during‘r -

mllllng is dlfflcult to Lell Socondly, and probably more sxgnlflcanL “the . f

'.cav1L1es have not been undercut to nge thc lead Aa secure ﬂleng It is the

absence of thls splay, whlch is. so very notlceable in stone no l where thet hole -

L
is wxder nearer the surlaoe, Lhat makes 1L unllkely for Lhem to hava been

BRCR

provldeﬁ fOr llftlng purposes ~In, absence of llftlng xlms, the. mlller could

. have ralsed heavy mlllstones by driving lnbxoad wooden’ wedges beLween Lhe stones

and tg‘p passcd ropes through the eye. o . "; o

With Cav1L1es such as . these, perfecbly c:rcular 1n,plan and- not vexy deep,

~

égestnon ‘as to thelr purpose %s Lhat Lhey nlght have acted as footstep ’1?4
bearlngs However" Lhelr radlal symmetry is noL perfecL enough o have been,'
generated by a robatlng element moreover Lhe base of one of Lhe cav1L1es is
\flatlsh and rough a&lng it most unllkely to. have been. a footstep bcarlng -

One p0551b1e explanatxon of the cav1t1es is that they: housed a progcctlng
plh or'rod ‘which acted as a Jogger to v1brate the feed hopper~ ,;n Lhe

development of corn mllllng a poxnt\hust have been reached when - Qon*:derable

advantage was galned by arrangxng for the corn to- be fed, automatlcally Lnto Lhe

. stoncs whth the aid of a hopper Thxs would have reduced the amounb oL labour

oF

1nvolVed in feeding Lhé grain’ Contlnuously into. the eve ‘of the stone. But such'

)

i
,an advaHCe broughL an adﬁ&txonal risk: 1f Lhe feed of Lhe gxaxn stopped for some
e

eason and the stones ran 'dry Lhey would rap1dly deface “eath other Any

o dressxng 1n»¢he form of grooves or picK marks_ would dlsappear, or, in. absence of

,any such dresslng,'the very Jeast that: would occur. ig Lhat aLone duat and grit

wquld‘be produced which w0uId ‘mix with his meal and causn the miller problens

of supara&ion or adulLeration or Lhe producti ) 7
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In later corn mllls 6hls feedlng problem was- malnly overcome by v1b1aL1ng
.

‘ﬁhe trough called the shoe, whlch“dellvers the graln from the hopper to the
eye.; Whether or not the shoe or a dev1ce Yike -it exxstea‘durlng the perlod i

’ undef dlscuss1on remalns to be provdd It seems likely “that thls would be a~
loglcal develoy)r‘t of . the feedlng problem, in that a small 1ncllned chute was

- easxer to ylbrate than a hopper No,matter what autbmaLlc graln feed)ng method

. ex;stedﬂln Lhe.Roman perlod v1brat10n wduld have been necessary —or at the

3

very least deolrable Even the moskt lax mlller':when working with graln
- kS A

ellghtly damp or centalnlng .corn sLalks etce sO ﬁs Lo cause repeatcd JnLexxuptlon

in Lhe feedlng, would hqve welcomed a dev1ce Ior v1braL1ng or Jarr ng thé

74

T feedex . Such a deV1ce would have "been f30111tated by the Holes 1n the top
. surf;ce of. the mlllstones ) Wlbh a short rod prOJectlng from Lhe top sLone it
Y would be a 51mple matter to-arrange,for 1t to trlke, as it rotated w1th the
stone, 81th°r the hopper -or some attﬂchment to prov1de “the requlred vlbratlon
B .‘;_ Another suggestlon is that the cav1t1es were 1ntended to locate” and support
the feed hopper on top of the stone f One obv1ous advanbage of this 'is LhaL it
wobld probably be self v1brat1ng. but the dlsadvantages appear to ou»welgh thls
- : Flrst -w1th the hopper on_ top both the: welght dnd balqnce o( Lhe roLaLLng stone ;
and gear would vary,. athough whlle Lhe Lop sLones rcmaqud thqk bhxs was
probably of Xltile consequence Secondly,,lt made it-more eangenouo Lo 1oad the
hoppex with grémn whxle “the stone was, rcvoiv1ng Tuthermore the ml]lPF would

\\

’ ‘::; have Lo remove “the hopper and frame every lee he wanLed Lo llft hls Lop—stone
' a;d finally, when a. new sbone was. 1nbrodu:ed new cav&tles‘would have to” be cutJ‘
,'! , ;>3': Whep conslderlng tﬁi purpose of. Lhese cantJes one ohher pOSSlblllLy,
?' 7. o although unlxkely, must bc mentléned ,In 1908 a report was publlshed of‘a
Lop—stone found in Balllnco&a, County Kerry, Ixeldnd which-had a 51ngle cavity -.

on lho {op faco, in ndd\llbn lo tho oyo, .7cm &ia and 7.6cm dccph clovo to the”

rim. ‘[( Hoy Soc Aanq lxeland 19QB, 74) Repardles" of Lhé ngc-or Lhiel

o

sbonc, ths CavxLy poses a fuxther alternatlve use. From the d:mensmon ngen
this: stone probablv welghed 1n eXCess of ZOOkg and was cleaxly not a qucr I’
“had-an émplacement for a- Lwo—w1nged rynd which shows: that At wag probably ‘
adgustabe in helght rand this may have drxVen the stone. However Lhe_preSence°

:ﬁ‘v of the othex caV1Ly, 1Ls diameter (which is much largex Lhan awnormél'handle),

,“an' “ant - ponition reises the additLOnal posszb;llty LhaL Lhe stone'may have been
£:,'* : Lurned by a 1eVer._~ Such an arrangement could have been errecned by a horizontal
wooden.banm rixed inLo Lhe ayé. of the stone and locahed eL the cavity by.a

‘gQ::f: ‘,,woqdan;or i far pin‘ Provisidn would. have been made fou Lhn eany “of Lhe grain

o ' St
s
F . - . . - -
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. o 50 ~ .



‘and the hopper could be carrled by the beam,‘whlch would pxobably prOVLde some

._v1bratlon to hélp malntaln graln flow If such heavy millsbones were worked
wlth radial’ beams it is- llkely that anlmals were used ﬁo power them..

Plnally,«to comp]ete this dLscu551on, Lhe pObblb}llty Lhat Lhese cav1tlcs

_may have- been made 1n the stones subsequent t

must ‘be ConSldered Regardless of whether or noL such cav1t1es pre’daxe ‘or

. use fo m with any reasonable degree of certalnty

_What is 51gn1flcant

however, 1s Lhat only the top surfaces of the runner stones have. “this feature

\\\<?- and,

stones only.)-,

although thls may unv1te "the crltlclsm of the sample belng small (four
it is surely more than COlnc1dence that 1t was’ only this face that,

wns selected\£g£¥fne cavity:: One other, more 1nterest1ng fact emerges,_each\

cavi ly. 11(‘" b(‘l\Locn 69% and 79% of tho x"ldxu". oul from (ho (‘(nh(‘ of Lh(‘ ' wlon(‘

. Whatever the flgnlflcance of ‘this 1s, it onlyﬁhas valldlty in the context of

complete sLones supportlng Lhe not;on thaL Lhoy were not. made. subsequent to the

N
N -
- -

stones belng used for mllllng

* - -

';'IV 2.6. 2 Summa§y~ . RN j - v . . 5

B
5

dlameters 1nd1cate that Lhey were mlllsLones, probably from a water powexed mill

'i(MorLLz, 1938 Gxaln mllls and flour ln classlcal anL1Qu1Ly
¢ Tl

known LhﬁL Lhe Romdnsxusod anlmal power fop<reducxng gxaxn,

LA,

the pxox1m1ty of -~

R suiLable water—mlll 51tes to. these sLones supports the suggestlon of “the,
= . . 2

exlstenCe of a nearby water~mlll cheral water courses: exxst to the E and S of

_the villa site and athough parts of Lhem may have been made in post—Roman

peLAOdS, Lhere is no doubL that at least‘one stxeam, suff101eq§ for the purpose,
s i
. - ,', ex15ted durxng Roman occupatlon The gradlents of Lhese watercourses vver “the-
T . [
two gravel terraces - -‘are Ldeal for the promotlon of water power, ln earllex lees

i;_a:;f ’ Lhexr gradnean and. volume of flow would probably have been greahep

. These f;agments are suprlslngly thck for dlscarded mlllstones One would’

1mag1ne that,

llfe remalned in Lhem.v It is. hard Lo belleve that Lhey fractured durlng

re- dr6551ng or grlhdlng,‘and Lhe possxbllxty that Lhey were regected whole for

\ . [y

some reason and subsequently broken and used for bu1ld1ng purposes musL be

. conaideredﬁ One possibility is that. some natural rault in the stones may heve --

adVerBely af[ected grindgngﬂgr dressing, or contribuhed Lo a fracLure early in .

Lheix‘ lire‘, But. no slgn of such faults can be scen and 1n any cage, such

t ! I‘nulbu ars rcla\.iwly rare in Millm.one Gr\iL. Ano&.her posaible reagon for

B fi)

Q thelr abandonment as mlleLones“'

«w_—ﬂ—s-ﬂ~pes£—dateﬁﬂpagmesbailon“~1&»is»vxrtuailykampesssbLew&owidentlfyva nonymxllsag_*_ss

The DFOJeCLed'welgth of the whole stones and thelr relatlvely large ; ) .

—

thh thckngsszs vazylng from»lS ko 18cm, con51derable worklng "_ 

ﬂlthough it-is



i

regectlng who&e stones 1s that, as the tblckness of the top stone reduced owxng

to- wear and refaCLng, a p01nL was reached when Lhe pressure on the meal was .

produc1ng an’ 1nferlor product and the mlller was hav1ng to pass it through the
-\“;ﬁ .stones more Lhan once. When this occurred the th&ckness of the stone was na

T ’“,"‘; doubt much greater ‘than. modern mllllng experlence wbuld suggest ow1ng to the

1 ;_fj crudeness or. absence of dre551ng on the_ggigging_fgces ) ~ .
—~@—~w;;%«a~ %&%h-fegardﬂxowthe~dres51ng ofrthesa«LLoaas?-qne—yang_obuieus—nbst4a$;enamx34
:'Ll : must be made. Adl of . the fragments exhibit a.rather low standard of dre351ng

. ’f; . 1nd mllllng whlch can be seen ;gbthe follOWJng fealuree e ' ' . :
i i The rims are rOUghlv hewn, with very 1rregu111 secbéons. )

i The style of dressing on H}e prinding fencos is - very corude, h(\in‘p,' .
el AU infemicp to'anyuform ofifurbow er stria. i

»i%} Two of the four mlllstones are, dev01d of dre551ng on Lhelr
(] . grlndlng faces and exhlblt rough 01rcular scorlng o

" These features-suggest that the mlllex did not attempt-to dress his-stones

Lo 1mprove appearance and balance but - accepted’them as thev came from the
quazxy B ThlS meLhod of dreSSLng the éhlndlng faces, w1Lh eregulax peck maxks,

shows that he had llttle knowledge or understandlng of Lhe more advanced methods

of dre551ng, 1nvolv1ng radial, Curved or obllque fuxrows Thls def1c1ency

,conccrnlng mlLllng Lechnlqucs is a‘so indlcated by thc fact Lhat he ple xly dld
g

[ not screen his corn prlor Lo grlndlng in oxder Lo remove stohes: *and oLher
T x’forelgn bodleq Had he done so he would not have defaced his hfoneq 50 bad]y
and xedre551ng would havc been a much less frequent Lask :

None ‘of Lhese mlllstone fragments show signs of degradablon subsequent to L

A

Lhelr orlglnal purpose " This mlght suggest hhaL waLer~mllls contlnued Lo . »_egh

. satlsfy mlll;ng demands 1n~the areas ' . . - v L '; . A".f_,Arf

.

1he above observatlons 1ndlcate that Lhe mill from which these stones - ‘came

A -

probably operated in Lhe early Roman perlod o ',”'- _"1 T e e _'t = o

C With regard to Lhe c1v1t1cs in Lhe pr sLoncs »varaous suggestlons as Lo )
. ,thelr pQSSlble funcLLon have been examlned Of Lhese,,probably the Joggex : rf

. ,VJbrato” function lS ‘the- most . plausmble but; untll further research S

Q
undertaken on darge querns and mlllstones, doubt w;ll remaln :

A'/ . . . . ‘ N

SN

. L Iv.R.6.3 ’uéxfnbté;’;x_gs’(Fig 96). _' -Bavid Miles ' ’\'\, ' .
. {1;'"7Fragment of rotary quern Sandy limestone orncélééreoue. - .
e ‘sﬁhdetone - e'_‘.‘ S n S
oL (652)ﬂ SAB laLe RB enclosure dstch, . .
o 2 r?raﬁment of rotnry QUern.‘ Local griLLy Corallxan 1imc&Lone N

b, oL . ~

it
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] oo o« | oY ‘
, (656)’ 832/6 £ill of. late RB well. S - ‘;_ o
T“3 g Fragment of rotary quern topstone Mlllstone Grlt. Colme LT T
- . Tr(es0), 832/5. £ill of late RB well./ | Ly : : | o
) {ja"r Fragment of rotary quern topstone 7 Local grltty llmestone or
", Millstone Grit. (635& 365/1 late RB villa gnclosure PR
. ditea. . o i
-Lﬂwqiré¢;7‘ww 5; : Fragnéntvofvrotgry quérn to?sgdnéss Millstong"GnitL j .
. - / (655),, 297 packing of late RB posthole. R
‘ .6 'Frégment~nf rotary quern. Mlllstone Grit, : T Tf o
| (651) 832/5 £ill of late RB well R L R
’ 7 Eragment of xotary quern Uncextaln finé;gréinedrmaﬁnjx,
, (635), Unstr(tlfled I N ff o
P ;8 Fragmen% of rotary quern (notﬁfilustraﬁeé) _ Lava, probably
. 77‘ ' V.f_‘ Rhenlsh and g%ﬁilax to so-called Nledexmendlg lava.  40mm
| | thick. ;f. : "/ ST s R
) 3‘7?5ubso;l ‘of trench.3. ) ' ‘ o A ~
.9 ' Fragment of rotary quern (not 1llustrated) . Yellowxsh |
. 7flne graxned feldspathxc sandstone The llthology is >
. SLmllar to Mlllsbone Grlt and the sLone is probably a
»i,- :» sandstone of Upper Carbqnlferous age.
) - (6830— 45 subsoil over the NW jcorner of villa enclosnre Vé
=10 Fﬁagment of quLn (not 1llustxated) Mlllstone Grit. ii» o o
(295), 788 subsoil over late RB Bulldlng 2. . ) -
V.3 : THE‘COINS -0 - ) C EaKing . . o Lo e

One hundred and- forty seven colns were recovered in the excavatlon at
7_4Barton Court Farm ranglng in’ dabe from a Bxlblsh bronze c01n of the lsL centufy -

AD Lo Roman meerxal pxeceb of ¢ 388 9 (Flg 97) C"Eighty- nlne of Lhe pleces:»

were found in.a subsxdlary bulldlng on Lhe laLe RB- fargiéead 1ncLud1ng 50-in

rvﬂ-.t,he W fOOm of that bulldlng lhls facL ~coupled wlth the. hlgh conCenLratlon of
- ©- late.pieces (dahable to 388 95) erongly suggests Lhat these pxeces represent a .

;disperSed.hoérd the Gomp051txon and 51gn1f1cance of whlch Wlll be dlscussed

b

fbelow separately

. . -
- -

?"“: o .'Hyree laLer ROman silver coxns (ll 2 3) all 1n exrollent condit1on werc
3"'« o found. L iligua of Jullan datable to 361—‘3 & miliarense of Valens datable’ Lo
. 'f‘rr '375_3 from the robber-trehch - in. the SE corner of Lhe vxlla, and a iligua of

;L kugenius € 392»5 1n the plough soilfnear the Jata Rp piLs to tha W of the site.

e

~fsit° rinds nf lnLn Romnn nihwer °°§P’ tand in guné‘gl Lo be rare, aﬁﬂ e
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-fnon—barbafous and“ﬁnclippe pleces Of l;%e datexeven ﬁore so. The British'coih'

o

(4) was mifited- by Cunobellnus at Camulodunum ¢ AD '18-40 and was found in. soxl

-',whlch was probably disturbed, .over the RB~ enolosbre dltch N of the v1lla

'mlntcd between 341\ahd 346. RN ;T‘fa;fﬁ,?‘ ) } 5 e,

«-x

/4 Only eleven coins ‘were found on: the actual.vllla house slte (2 9 29 37

AO 41, 42 48 72 74 73) and‘bf‘these Lhree were found in the same room (Room

o

1) a. 2nd century sestertlus ‘and two Ath*century bronzes c 33878, the last 74

' belng found under the rooflng tlles No 29" mlnted between 330, and 335 and 42
- and 48 mlnted between 341 and 353 and 75 (364 8) were found-ln robber—trerches

"or rubble of the v1lla house, as Well as the mlllarense of ValenS‘(375’8) and 40 .

Two coins (lO and 13) were found 1n assoc1at10n with aion burials"_The
first, a male grave, contalned a, contemporary forgery of an antonlnlanus g%/ » .

Claudlus II ¢ 268~ 70 1n the second a grave. w1th Lhe\bodles of a woman ‘and -

chlld Lhere was, a sesterblus.datablerto (o 230 A8 Flnds of Roman bronze 001ns-

%h Saxon burlals are not unknown .and- the c01ns recoveped are generally from the

mld 3rd to mld dth centurles AD (ngold 197&) ' They prov1de no-ev1denoe, .as J 84

G Kent has shown' for theg Cchulatlon ‘of Roman’ coins 1n Saxon Brltaln, and only o

Y-

-

Ca smﬂll percentage of Saxon graves contain Roman 001ns (Kent 1361) Slnce Lhese o

pleces have not been plerced or mounted they probably fall 1nto the caLegory of 1;

serv;ng,the_symbol;c functlon‘of c01nsi1n graves (ngold 1974 205}\ Seven

'otheh<8axon features contalncd QOlnS, doan 1 from plt 1251 38 from posthole

N

.1208, 47 from sunken hut 1181 69 from poshho’e 1082 7O 1rom,sunken &ft 1178 ’ ‘€~'

~and 7A from posthole 852._7;ﬂ,

The small number of COlns in the v1lla 1s und'ubtedly related to Ebe fact

tﬁah it was. completelv robbed -even the stone wails 'nd floors havxng been

. \ -
r~xemoved 0f the xemalnlng coxns, Lhe magorxty was found in conJunctlon wlth one

of Che numerous dlbches whmch surrounded Lhe v113a and field complex Lhree_,

- radxabe 1m1tablons of the TeLrLCl and one llleglble AE 19—21 126) ln the E arm:

o{ the enclosure dlLCh of the farmhouse, a. slxghtly laber piece (27) daLable to'

'c 323~ 4 was in the ditch cuLtlng acroés the waterhole s of the v1l]a. 2o and 30»_

1 were in khe waberholc JLself (294~ 341); Lwo 4ath century bronze coins in the.
" paddock ﬂahches t27 28, 147) and ane coxn (15) of QuinLlllus at Lhe S boundagy
of. thie paddock system Radlates (16 18) wexe also found at the top of:- 1he '

easternmosﬁ ditch (and a FFL TEMP QEPARATIO copy (oO) in the Lop of a p;L along_

"hnﬁhe E bound ry Lraékway) Two' eoins (3 87) wexe found in Lhe pits on the: W
'.edge of the ?iLe both late dth cenLury in date. Thc xbmalnlng coins were . found
'variounly scttLurod in.unatratxfled contexts (31 24, 29' 133), in ﬁ9posthole

> ‘

' o S R A



(14), in ﬁhe’haohiné spoil S pf'tﬁe site (ll)' the top501l over’ .an Iron Age

. _ ditch (77) 1n the stony spread gver the area of . the corn dryer (17 and 49) ~and”

1

near. the’Roman well (145) P "o . A: B o ’

: The maln bulk of the 001ns,'exclud1ng the hoard 001ns _ fall. ih the years‘c=" #5
.250 395 whlch 15 normal for Romano—Brltlsh 51tes, although the bredkdown by

perlod w1thrn these chronologlcal llmlts is less stralghtfozward The coins’

. from wester Alnts,(where the mark is leglble) ~ ie Trler Lyons Arles - are

domtnant l_hlch,ls also normal The problem is compllcated by the dlfflculty of

: —determlnlng pre01sely how many and whlch of the bulldlng 2 001ns are Justlflably

é: the scaﬁtered hoard a problem whlch will be dlscussed below If

_anluded l'

;,the site. is »ider‘ed as a who-le, it flts 1nto ”patter‘n c" dlstr‘lbutlon

- followiﬁgfthe, indstion by Ravetz of Ath Century C01n loss (Ravetz 1964, . 201,
210-11). , ) v
R lf all the bulldlng~2 001ns'are con51dered as belonglng to the hoard, the i

~.romaln1ng c01ns show Lhe hlghest ratc of 001n loss occurrlng ¢ 330~ 46 wlth.
: sllghtly smallex onés in’ 268~ 85 and 364- 78 - ',1.‘w o oo L

The'”c pattern”f however, has been documented for other Oxfoxdshlxe 51Les

o

L. S Frllford Cemetery, ASA 70 001ns (Bradford & Goodchlld 1939) Dorchester 586.—‘>
. _'369 coins’ (Hopg & St,evens 1937), and Dltc}‘xle 32% - 52 coins (Radford 1936) for

'examplcé

'he number'of c01ns recovered'ln each of these- cases- was small ‘and

. Furthermore 'slgfs like.

e )
Ravetzfs.

and a, further 17

belonglng in hc perlod 388795 2llleg$ble Colns also

probably fall 1n thls/group\ sxnceGmost wele found An close. proxmmltv to the’ ~57
datable Theodasaan pleces -, he*group»of colns are’ recognlzabl as a 1heodosmanl:
hoard on. the basns of- Lhelr c ose oorrclatxon in date 'an the small area’ lrom ’
iwhlch Lhey were X€COVL1ed (Reo e 1974, 88).

‘ A problem arises in. detcrm nlng "How many of Lhe 89 COlnS belong,to the .
hoard Slnce the magorxty of coi s, in thlS buxldxng were scaLLered 1n ‘two rooms
comprislng an area ‘of c 3m squaﬁe (III‘§ a.4).. They do, however fall JHLO‘

* three main gmups- o "'.' B - '7?

.

'lgr; A nentral cluster of 33 c01ns, 28 of whxch anefdatable to 388—95 (if‘

N }he iilegible piECes are included) ~and all of dhich were found in a_im . io
. Bquaré area. S !’”hrf *. : . o - "f;
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%

- & o s . ! - - »

A : o) , :

e COLns found in, the W room og/bulldlng 2, 30 of which g S ”"f

' (1nolud1ng the 1lleg1ble pleces) were found”’ 1n ac zm square area’. o
) i3‘ ALL: the coins found. in -building 2 itself or its immediate V101n1ty A

"COmparlson of the chronologlcal dlstrlbutlon Qf the pleces 1n the ‘central

cluster w1th Lhose found 1n the bulldlng as a whole shows ~a fairly close

z&‘l- : agrecment in daﬁe and type of pleces recovered o e T

- . B

- - . These coins are generally extremely worn;Awhicn‘is the normal condition of

I
'fmds com dl o1y T Theod Hoards of Théddosian piece >
. pose arge ¥y © eQ OSlan pleces . oards 0_/,>€O oSlah plecesi ) f.
dep051ted after AD AOO\are not only Lhooe mos t oommonly found‘On sites, but the |
'éieceS'ln,them are_often Scattered :Ether than'being“reeov r d\ln a single v g'
“ . container (Reece 1974 98) “ii' o o ) ;ﬁ ) -Féu
How long the c01ns 01rculated beforé'g;1ng hoarded is a more dlfflcult -7!
. 4probl§m _ After 390 no further supplles ‘of "coin off101a]ly reached Brltaln 73-
'Wh]le’the degree of wear argues that they mUSt have been used for a number of i
) tyears - abouL 30~ 40 even 1n the leSt 1nstance - the Theod051an pleces were S
) 'badly struck in low relief whlch would accenbuate 51gns of wear. ‘\

e T *w Such ev1dence as’ ex1sts supports Lhe use of late Roman bronze coins’

- P P -

throughout the flrsm,quarter of ‘the Sth century ‘and hoardlng lnLo Lhe second
'quarter but probably not beyond (Regce 1974 92u Kent 1961, 5). Thus a deposlt :
oate'of c. AD 430 450" 1s conceLVable and invaccord with the "Saxon burlals of a

later date, slnCe Lhere 1s no év1dence to suggest that late- Romian bronze co:ns '

R were blrculabed by Lhe Saxons : o R Lo ey .
- ’ 3 -

JL 15 Lemleng in v1ew of Lhe charﬂcter of bUlldlng ? and Lhe dlscovexy -of

»the hoard Lo speculate that Lhe coins may.have been accqu&ated as the result of

ommercxal Lransactlons, 1e to be the equlvalent of ‘a shopkeeper s stock of coin

. » 7or'5mall Change . However 80 llttle lS knowhn’ aboubfthe cmrculablon pattern of

bronze c01ns in Lhe 5th century or Lhe exLenL Lo whlch Lhey chdnged hands that : ‘“l

'ths;supp051tlon A5 probably unPounded. Tl ;‘

The faCL Lhat S0 manv “of these hoards fa]l inta the dlsperqed categorv in

Congunctlon wah their woxn condltlon‘could equally suggeﬁi Lhat theSe coxns ,v}w
were abandoned when they no ]onger had” any" ‘currency Nexbher as;umpL1on, '
'lunforLunaLely, has any. solid evidence supporblng 1L and,,ohher than notlng “that
VLhia flhd flLS the pattern of hoaxds composed large]y of Thebdosxan pleceq both

e a f ,in its compbslbxon and the. lee, wider concLusions can scarcely be drawn

d .
Loor T Lo °

D O N Imitatlons . S T o S
Twenﬁy-five ol the 1d7,toina reeQVered Were ancient 1meaLions and’ fall
‘Tlnbcuthree main groups. . -"“ S IR o , . L S

"t R N

P . i - . . R - - , . .
~ - . 3
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ior

1 AD 250-85 (5 coins)y - rT @ /\ s
2 AD 33O 46.(7. coins); v o S ‘ {' ‘ ' ’ '
.3 AD. 35Cr60'(ll coans) nine of whlch‘wefc found in Lhe west room of
) buxldlng 2 and 14 in .the bUlldlng as a whole. o .
-( .= It has now becn deflnltely esLabllshed that ancxenL forgerles are closely
‘ rlcontemporaneous with the date of the pieces Lhey copy, and the Ablngdon coins*‘
) iad Hemonstrate the n&rmal dlstrlbutlon pattefn fbr 1m1tatlons ie they are »
. ,.extremely common’ for the perlods 250~ 85, 330 41 and 350-60 (Kent 1959).. The
normal explanatlon for Lhe productlon of these pleces is. a shortage of coin-in N
dbsolute terTs, and it is 1nLerest1ng to’ note that in the/berlods c 260-70 and._
- o 330—41 it 15\ 1s0- llnked with a perlod of severe deba@cmcnt of the c01napc (ie” a'
' decllne in si ,'weight‘ and flneness) and 1nflatlon (Boon 1974).."" The B -
Jembelves underwent 1n both the %T “and ALh centurles q progre551ve

|

dekerloratljp in size, welght, and fabrlcatlon, ana\Qiiies have been recovered

1m1tat10ns

wthough not on thlq-51tc no larger'thén -4mm. It is believed; however that

) Lhey were 1nLended fo be equlvqlenL in value Lo Lhe s tandard— blZed
" COLnS, athough wheLher'ln fact this occur ed ig more uublouq Thoy do - ndf*‘

by their. obv1ously dev1anL 31ze, welghh and crude rondcxlng appear-to have been

1n§lnded nor Jxkely Lo dec&xve anyone and it is dlfflcult to bel¢eve Lhat Lhey
3

¥

wero Laxlffcd at thes 51mc rate as gonu1ne full qxzc coins. N
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S qviac 7 BUTLDING MATERIALS AND TOOLS R '
SIV.4.1-T ‘Stone © 7 i >
PN J(Jdentlflcatlons by Dr. H P Dowell) e ‘

Pre- Roman bulldlogs were probably constructed of tlmber wattles, daub, ahd:

i {. thaLch Fragments ol‘daub were found in the lron Age enclosUre dltch 5 and

s S

,.fragments of. coarse clay slabs in plb 379 WhICh may be fr 1'hearth llnlngs
_There-is no evxdence for the use of stone dn bulldlng, GVGn as post packlng
ﬁ’The only stones found in an’ Iron- Age contexL were in a. shallow plt 315 p0531bly

ijor parchlng corn. These consisted of qua1t21te pebbles from Lhe local gxavel

tcrraces and more surpr151ngly, fragments of glauconlte sandsLone; p0551bly
‘from Lhe Uppér Greensand of Wiltshire .or the Lower Greensand of Kent
R - ‘The maln ev1dence for the ‘use of stone*comes from Lhe perlod between Lhef
l laber Brd century and the early Sih century when- the bulldlng foundatlons low.
7 walls for sill beams, Lessellated floors, roofs, COYin- drylng ovcns, 1nd'wells

R _were conerucL@d 4in stone R |

Noo.

Beveral Qampxes of Dhlidlng scone rekresencanlve all th
Romano— Brltxsh structures were, submltLed to Dr H P PQwell of tﬁe Unlver51ty

Museum Oxford.: He 1dent1f1eld alk of them as Cozalean llmestone gPlLS and L

ragstone (Mapt;n, A F, & Steel, R W (eds) 1954 The. Oxford “Cg}on a %c1ewLLfLC'

I

dnd hlstorlcal survey, 17 18) ‘Thelr source would p obably have “Deen” Akm or-

'}‘morc West of Barton Court Farn The oldest s»andlng b;lﬁolngt L0 Oyfor5  such:.

'as Su Mlchael s Churoh, Cornmarket the Castle toqu,rand the Clty Wall,«wexe

constructed of” thns type of rubble stoné (Arkell W J, 19A7 Oxford Stone, 33—/)

s e Many quarxles are Known from dooumehtary ev1dence for example that at ;

i »

17Jff S SunnlngWell whlch Supplled All Souls in 1442.- “and many others : e visibla @n

aerlal phoLographs of “the area between Bagley Mbod and Frllford Ragstoé&

'exceleonally hard—wearlng buL dlfflcult 01 lmp0551blc Lo wo;% o S hi‘ a

= 4"2;_ :

A sxngle fxagment of freestone was found bullt 1nto/kﬁe oven 801 in - 02
/

s

=~

= S
bu1lding 2, “which may have orlglnally been part of a window or doox llntel 5

; - 1'This was porous, marly, lrregyiariy OOllLlc llmestone 51mllar to WheaLley ;ucnc,

though probably fxOm a nearer source Lhan Lhat hor17on such as Cumnor
. / . .

o o = . : S

W.4.2 Roomnlea T

‘a?fr'fvfia. The late{ Romano-~ Brlt;sh buLLdlngs were ev1denLly E fed with both CCrf

“and stone tileés. Frazmcnts of both were f0und ovexlylﬂg the Wwain farmhouse a
builnmng 2. Dr Powell /BUgReSs tE that the. stone.. Lilea are probably Forest Mafble

s+ . . - &8 they are less Bandy and more Bhelly Lhan SLonésfield Slates and show . no. f%"

\ii_.luntyeﬁmottlingﬁ As Arkell has smphasized (op cit 1947, 129), there is no



= . N

~ev1dence fop the RB use. of\Sthesfleld Slates Férest“Marble;‘named'afﬁer

——

'*QVWychwood Forest was quanrxed in the 18th aﬂd 19th centurlqs at North. Leigh, and -
Hanbord&gb (Axkell 1947 8859) and thls area, some ZOkm NW of Barton Court Farm,

: was probably the source of the 'flatstones for Lhe mooflng material . )

»

» a" A sxngle complete xooflng slate was found lﬁ the backfill of the plt 1066/3
y’ln whlch the. well 950 was constructed Tt was kite- shaped dl5mm long by 355mm

',w1de with a Central na;f hole at the blunt end Smm in dlameter.'

. i < ) / . ‘
ﬁW’wﬁ‘-ﬂﬂkﬂ—3 —————— Wall Plasterk\4”ﬂ+174wﬁw L -

3

1v.4.3.1 Eérly_RomaﬁoLBritisn. R B T

4

The earllest wall plasterat BaxLon Court Farm was found in plt 12 édt into
' the entrance of the early RB enclosure pxonbly in'the first half of the 2nd
ceﬁturv-— The plaster fragmentJ were fbund throughout the flll of the pit and

the largast were up to 150mm across. - The fabric of Lhe p}asier was boft wi.th
quarualue pebbles up to 5mm agross and off~ white in colour. The suffaée was

~- painted whlte rw1Lh coqrsely applled ‘Brush strokes visible on 1t Sméll'

- fxagments of, 51mlla; p*ester were found 1n the foundatlon slot of strucbure 111

B

1t seema rcasonablozte suopose that structure Il hac plaster walls and ‘the |
/4 : .

E = materlal 1n pit 12 came from “there

Tr

farmhouse and in. 1Ls robber—tr?nche» - The extend of robblng meawt that ho

"L;, plaster was found in sxtu and fragments were small The maJorltv of-&-agments,
o

spread ovcr th?nhole area of Lhu bu1ld1ng, was palnted whzte wlth?d sofL :
off~wh1»e, vqi;icoarse fabrlc contalnlng many quartzxte pebees up Lo ADmm i

acroSs Thg plaster was up Lo Zme‘tthRf’ It is poss;ble Lhat snmé of” th;ér .
,~mater;$] was frqm floorg rathgr than walLs, as is thoughm t@ be the case 1n§’

" building e ’ \\“ o e b “ . »: \' TT &é*;
Wall plaster 1n the same fabrxc alto had purplish red palnt applxed to: ih

:1n golid blocks of’ colour No Lrace of de51gn was found. Thls material camc,;
3 N
from the rebber—brench 2;4, Lhe llne of Lhe W wall of the farﬁhoucb beLween"‘

-rooms 1 andr3 . o - ”j;: . . T '_,, -
: - s T . -

A seccnd fabric was fOU