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SUMMARY 

 

In July 2015 a programme of archaeological work comprising trial trenching was 

carried out at land to the rear of The Urchins, Ashby Road, Leicestershire prior to 

the erection of two detached dwellings and associated landscaping  

The general stratigraphic sequence recorded during the evaluation 

comprising a natural clay, overlain by a relict subsoil or cultivation layer that was 

in turn sealed by the modern topsoil, reveals an historic predominantly 

agricultural landscape. The paucity of finds comprising three sherds of pottery 

ranging in date from the 12/13th to the 17th century are an indication of the date 

and low level of earlier human activity within the site and that this is likely to be 

attributed to the carrying out of agricultural practices. An absence of the earlier 

subsoil/cultivation deposit towards the southern higher end of the site may point 

to an earlier period of soil creep along the downward slope which could be 

attributed to previous cultivation. 

A concrete hardstanding and brick culvert present on the site during the 

evaluation, but outside of the development are consistent with features on the OS 

1904 & 1963 maps and appear to form part of a former industrial complex. 

Significant truncation of the underlying deposits may associated with the 

demolition of some of these features that are no longer visible. A single area of 

pebble paving possibly formerly associated with occupation of the adjacent house 

in the 19th century was found within the end of the second trench although this 

was outside the area of development. 
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Fig.1; site location (red circle) 

 

 

Fig. 2; area of study outlined in red 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Location and scope of work (Figs. 1 & 2) 

 

This document details the results of a programme of archaeological work during 

the 21st and 22nd July 2015 at land to the rear of The Urchins, Ashby Road, 

Leicestershire at the request of Chris Howsin and in accordance with a brief 

issued by Leicestershire County Council Historic Environment & Archaeology 

Service. Planning permission (Ref: W/13/01580/FUL) was been granted by 

Harborough District Council for the erection of two detached dwellings and 

associated landscaping and alterations to an existing means of access at The 

Urchins, Ashby Road, Gilmorton, Leicestershire.  

The Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record (HER) shows 

that the application site lies within an area of archaeological interest, within the 

Historic Settlement Core of Gilmorton (HER ref: MLE9865), where medieval and 

post-medieval archaeological remains are likely to be present. Finds of medieval 

date are also recorded in the vicinity (MLE6990, LEIC-B3D761). Historic mapping 

suggests that the application site has remained largely unaffected by disturbance 

from development since at least the 19th century, therefore any archaeological 

remains present are likely to have survived preserved in situ. 

 

Geology and topography 

 

Gilmorton, a village and civil parish lies about 3 miles (5km) northeast of 

Lutterworth in Leicestershire. The site is situated in the north-east corner of the 

village on the west side of Ashby Road which leads north towards Ashby Magna. 

The site lies at a height of about 142m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) and the 

underlying geology comprises boulder clay (BGS, 1976). Excavation confirmed 

the geology as a brown clay with a large component of medium to large rounded 

pebbles. 

 

Archaeological and historical background 

 

The 2011 Census recorded the parish population as 976. The Domesday Book of 

1086 records the village, when its population was about 140. The toponym may 

be derived from Old English: gilden (or gylden) meaning "golden", and morton, 

"town on the moor". No early maps or useful topographic documents, such as  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parishes_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutterworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_Census_2011
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toponymy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English
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surveys or tithe maps survive for Gilmorton in the Leicestershire Record Office. 

The parish was enclosed in 1777 and the earliest available map is the 1888 1st 

edition Ordnance Survey Map (Trimble, 2013). This shows a grouping of three 

structures within the site, with additions, including a brick culvert by 1904. These 

structures were still extant in 1968. 

Consultation of The Leicestershire Historic Environment Record (HER) has 

produced a number of results showing previous archaeological discoveries within 

a 500m radius of the site.  

A Bronze Age spearhead found by a metal detectorist just south of Home 

Farm (HER MLE6441). The only find of Roman date in the assessment area is 

represented by a Roman tile, a pila, found south of Gilmorton Spinney. (HER MLE 

7836). Two find spots of medieval date are recorded. Part of a medieval spoon 

was found south-west of Farm View (HER MLE6990) and metal detecting 

Northwest of Parsons Barn Farm recovered a medieval annular brooch (MLE 

10305). Earthworks comprising a scheduled monument (DLE 292) lie west of the 

church in Gilmorton, the individual components include a motte castle (MLE1535), 

a moat to the north-west (HER MLE 1537), house platforms to the south (HER, 

MLE 1536) and two fishponds below them (HER 1538). 

Four instances of archaeological interventions in Gilmorton village are 

recorded in the HER. A watching brief (ELE4900) was carried out on groundworks 

associated with construction of an extension at the C of E Primary School in 

Church Lane. No archaeological finds or features were recorded. An 

archaeological evaluation by trial trenching (ELE6327) was undertaken on land to 

the rear of Ivanhoe House, Main Street, but no archaeological remains were 

identified. No archaeological features or deposits were observed during a 

watching brief at Gilroy, Church Drive, Gilmorton (ELE8853). 

An evaluation at Goodmans Farm, Ashby Road (ELE9296) in 2014 revealed 

 medieval deposits surviving on the west and east sides of the site. These 

included a ditch and possibly a medieval plough furrow to the east side that may 

mark the boundary between the occupied area of the former medieval village and 

its surrounding fields. On the west side a number of shallow linear features and 

possible post holes could indicate an area of structures, possibly linked with 

agricultural buildings. 
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EXCAVATION METHODOLOGY 

 
Aims of the work 

 

The objectives of the archaeological work were staged. Trial trenching was 

initially carried out to determine the date, character, quality, survival and extent 

of the archaeological deposits within the application area likely to be threatened 

by the proposed development. Should significant finds or features have been 

identified then an appropriate excavation strategy would have been implemented 

as a final stage of mitigation. This would be the subject of a separate brief. 

 

Sample size and scope of fieldwork 

 

The trial trenching comprised two trenches each located within the footprint of 

the proposed building plots (see Fig. 3). In plot 1 an L-shaped trench was 

excavated with a total length of 18m. In plot 2 a T-shaped trench was excavated 

totalling 25m in length. Both trenches were 1.80m wide. 

 

Fieldwork methods and recording 

 

The archaeological field work and post-excavation was carried out in accordance 

with standards and guidance for archaeological field evaluations produced by the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA, 2014). All deposits were excavated 

removing the overburden under close archaeological supervision and investigated 

for archaeological features. Plans of the trenches were made and sample sections 

were cleaned by hand and recorded. 

 

RESULTS: GENERAL (Fig. 3) 

 

Soil and ground conditions 

 

Conditions were generally dry during excavation and deposits showed little 

moisture retention apart from the north end of the north south arm in trench 2 

where a broken land drain had leaked. Excavation of the subsoil was smooth and 

controlled and when reaching the natural substrate left a clean and an easily 

visible surface. 
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Fig. 3; trench plan, OS 1963 features marked in red 

 

Reliability of field investigation 

 

Truncation of the underlying deposits was particularly evident in trench 1 where 

the natural substrate (context 102) had seemingly been subjected to previous 

truncation, instead of being overlain by the relict subsoil layer (context 101) it 

was directly sealed by layer of redeposited soil and brick rubble (context 104). In 

trench 2 truncation was limited to the insertion of land drains although these 

drains were fairly large with 0.15m diameters within trenches backfilled with 

gravel. The occasional fragments of 18th/19th century pottery within the upper 

part of these drainage channels are likely to have been drawn down from the 

overlying layers during the mechanical process of laying the pipes. 

 

Distribution of archaeological deposits 

 

The natural substrate (contexts 102 & 202) was encountered throughout the 

majority of the excavation, but no archaeological deposits were found either cut 

into or overlying it. Instead it was shown to be overlain in both trenches by a 

relict subsoil or cultivation layer (contexts 101 & 201) which produced two sherds 

of 12/13 century and 17th century pottery. At the north end of the north-south 

arm of trench 2, this layer was overlain by a single undated linear deposit of 
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gravel paving (context 204) which continues north-south beyond the edges of the 

trench. Overlying this layer was the context 200 a thick and dark deposit of 

garden soil with the occasional small fragment of red brick. 

 

Presentation of results 

 

The results of the excavation (below) are described from the earliest to the latest 

deposits. The trench was attributed context numbers with a numerical value 

equivalent to the number of the trench. 

 

RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS (Figs. 4 & 5) 

 

TRENCH 1 

 

Context 102 (natural geology) 

The surface of the geological deposit or natural substrate (context 102), was 

exposed throughout the trench and comprised a stiff yellowish-brown sandy-

gravelly-clay with a large component of small to large sized rounded pebbles. At 

the west end of the east–west arm of the trench, the surface of this deposit was 

situated at approx. 142m AOD falling to about 141.75m AOD at the east end. 

Within the south end of the north-south arm of the trench the surface of this 

deposit was recorded slightly deeper at almost 141.60m AOD, this difference in 

height within the south end of the trench is possibly due to later truncation rather 

than reflecting a topographical feature. No archaeological deposits were observed 

cut into or overlying this context. 

 

Context 101 (relict sub-soil layer) 

Overlying the natural gravelly-clay was a 0.25m thick layer of soft to friable light 

brown sandy-silty-clay with a small component of small rounded pebbles. This 

deposit was recorded surviving only within the east-west arm of the trench except 

at the east end where truncation associated with the north-south arm has 

subsequently removed it. A single sherd of 12th/13th century pottery was retrieved 

from this layer within the east-west arm of the trench. 

 

Context 104 (redeposited soil & rubble) & context 104 (redeposited clay) 

Overlying layer 101, was a 0.35m thick deposit consisting of a dark greyish-

brown loamy soil with a noticeable component of brick (red) rubble. It was shown 
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(section b) that this layer tapers off towards the west end of the east-west trench 

arm  

 

TRENCH 2 

 

Context 202 (natural geology) 

The surface of the geological deposits or natural substrate (context 202), was 

exposed throughout the majority of the trench and comprised a stiff yellowish-

brown sandy-gravelly-clay with a large component of small to large sized rounded 

pebbles. At the south end of the trench (section b) the surface of this layer was 

recorded at approx. 141.60m AOD falling gently to the north and west to about 

141.55m AOD. No archaeological features were observed cut within the surface of 

or overlying this deposit, instead it was overlain by the relict subsoil layer 

(context 203). 

 

Context 203 

This layer was the equivalent of context 101 in trench 1, italso comprising a 

0.25m thick deposit of soft to friable, sandy-silty-clay with a small component of 

small rounded pebbles. This layer was not present in the south end of the trench 

where the surface of the underlying natural was at its highest. Two sherds of 

pottery, one 12th-13th century and the other 17th century were recovered from the 

layer. 

 

Context 204 

Overlying the layer (context 203) at the north end of the trench was a single 

deposit of rounded pebble stones laid in neat rows, approx. 1m wide, about 

0.08m deep and aligned east-west across the trench (plates 8 & 9). This undated 

deposit was interpreted as a pathway. 

 

Context 200 

Overlying the subsoil layer (context 203) and the pebble stone deposit (context 

204) was the existing topsoil comprising a soft to friable dark greyish-brown, 

clayey-sandy-silt with a small pebble component. This was generally about 0.30m 

thick at the south end of the trench increasing to a thickness of approx. 0.50m at 

the north end. 
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Fig. 4; trench 1, plan & sections 

 

 

Fig. 5; trench 2, plan & sections 
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Plate 1; trench 1, overall view from the north-east 

 

 

Plate 2; section 1a, view from the south-east 
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Plate 3; section 1b, overall view from the south-west 

 

 

Plate 4; section 1b, view from the south, detail showing the surface of the light 

brown natural pebbly-clay (context 102) overlain by context (layer) 101, the 

relict subsoil which can be seen continuing along the trench in Plate 3 (above). 

This is in turn overlain by context 104 (soil and brick rubble). 
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Plate 5; trench 2, east-west arm, view from the west 

 

 

Plate 6 section 2a, detail, view from the south 
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Plate 7; trench 2, south end of north-south arm, view from the south 

 

 

Plate 8; trench 2, north end of north-south arm, view from the north 
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Plate 9; context 204, view from the west 

 

 

Plate 10; trench 2, overall view from the south-west 
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Plate 11; section 2b, detail, surface of natural clay in the foreground 

 

 

Plate 12; north end of trench 2, section 2c, view from the south-west 
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Plate 13; section 2e, detail 

 

 

Plate 14; features (concrete hardstanding & brick culvert) consistent with those 

shown on OS 1886, 1904 & 1963, from the east 
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FINDS 

 

Pottery by Paul Blinkhorn 

 

The pottery assemblage comprised 3 sherds with a total weight of 111g. It was all 

medieval or later. It was recorded using the conventions of the Leicestershire 

County type-series (Sawday 1994), as follows 

 

EA6: Post-medieval Blackwares, late 17th century +. 1 sherd, 82g. 

PM: Potter’s Marston Ware, AD1100-1300. 2 sherds, 29g. 

 

The range of fabric types is typical of sites in the region. One sherd of PM, 

weighing 9g and from the base of a jar, occurred in context 101. The other two 

sherds are from context 203. The sherd of EA6 is from the base of a large bowl or 

pancheon, a typical product of the tradition.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE 

 

Animal bone 

No animal bone was recovered during the excavation. 

 

Palaeo-environmental evidence  

None of the deposits exposed during the excavation proved suitable for palaeo-

environmental sampling. 
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DISCUSSION 

 

The evidence from the evaluation suggests that historically the site appears to 

have been predominantly part of a wider agricultural landscape, this is revealed in 

the general stratigraphy of both trenches comprising natural clay (contexts 102 & 

202) overlain by a relict subsoil or cultivation layer (contexts 101 & 203) which 

was in turn sealed by the existing topsoil (contexts 100 & 200). These deposits 

survived to a lesser extent in trench 1 as a result of some significant truncation 

within the north-south arm of the trench during more recent times. This activity is 

characterised by layers of redeposited soil, the earliest was a layer of dark silt 

and brick rubble (context 104) which was in turn sealed by a layer of further re-

deposited brown (natural) clay (context 103). This re-deposition of clay, soil and 

rubble may have been associated with the demolition of former structures shown 

occupying the site in 1885, 1904 & 1963 (Ordnance Survey). These features are 

largely gone now, but a concrete hardstanding, curved brick culvert and two 

further large rectangular features (no longer visible) which may be former 

ponds/reservoirs (plate 14) are consistent with some of the features observed 

during the evaluation. One of these lies within close proximity to trench 1 and 

may explain the level of truncation and the presence of redeposited soil observed 

within the north-south arm of the trench. Undisturbed stratigraphy in trench 1 

was recorded in the east-west arm of the trench indicating that truncation was 

confined to the east side. A single sherd of medieval pottery from the relict 

subsoil or cultivation layer (context 101) represents the only significant find 

within the trench and an indication of earlier activity in the area. 

In trench 2 truncation of the underlying deposits was mostly attributed to 

the insertion of a number of ceramic 19/20th century land drains. The relict 

subsoil (context 203) was largely unaffected and survives relatively intact 

although the layer tapers off towards the south end of the trench where the 

ground rises suggesting perhaps soil creep to the north along the slight downward 

slope, perhaps as a result of prolonged cultivation. The Two sherds of pottery 

recovered from this deposit indicates probable agricultural activity from the 

12/13th century continuing until at least the 17th century and possibly later. There 

is some further evidence of earlier activity in the form of an area of linear pebble 

paving (context 204) aligned east-west and sealed beneath the topsoil, this may 

have been associated with the adjacent property to the east which has its origins 

in the 19th century. 
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Summary of results 

 

The results of the evaluation have shown that no significant archaeological 

deposits survive within the footprint of the proposed building plots. The three 

sherds of residual pottery recovered from a relict subsoil/cultivation layer indicate 

earlier probable agricultural activity within the site from the 12/13th to at least the 

17th century. A concrete hardstanding and brick culvert present on the site during 

the evaluation, but outside of the development are consistent with features on 

the OS 1904 & 1963 map and appear to form part of a former industrial complex. 

Significant truncation of the underlying deposits within half of trench 1 may 

associated with the demolition of some of these features that are no longer 

visible. A single area of pebble paving possibly formerly associated with 

occupation of the adjacent house in the 19th century was found at the end of one 

of the trenches lying outside the area of the development. 

 

Significance 

 

The general stratigraphic sequence recorded during the evaluation comprising a 

natural clay, overlain by a relict subsoil or cultivation layer that was in turn sealed 

by the modern topsoil, reveals an historic predominantly agricultural landscape. 

The paucity of finds comprising three residual sherds of pottery ranging in date 

from the 12/13th to the 17th century are an indication of the date and low level of 

earlier human activity within the site and that this is likely to be attributed to the 

carrying out of agricultural practices. To the south of the site there is a gradual 

downward slope in the general topography of the site, the absence of the earlier 

subsoil/cultivation layer towards the south end of the site may point to an earlier 

period of soil creep resulting perhaps from a prolonged period of ploughing. 

 

Impact of development 

 

The results of the trial trenching suggest that no significant archaeological 

deposits are present within the proposed building plots. Features comprising a 

concrete hardstanding and brick culvert and which are consistent with those on 

the OS 1904 & 1963 lie just outside the area of development on the north side of 

the site. A small area of east-west aligned pebble paving recorded at the north 

end of trench 2 also lies outside the area of development. 
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Archive Location 

 

The archaeological documentary archive arising from the work will be 

appropriately conserved and deposited with the Leicestershire County Council 

Museums Collections (Leics CC, 2014). The artefact collection will also be 

deposited with the museum, subject to agreement with the legal landowner. 

 

Physical archive:  Pottery x3 sherds 

Documentary archive  Drawings; plans/sections x1 A4 & x2 A3 

Report x1 hard copy  

Record forms x13 

Digital archive  Digital images x14 

Report in pdf format, copies sent to Leics. HER and 

uploaded to OASIS 
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historic predominantly agricultural landscape. The paucity of finds 
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17th century are an indication of the date and low level of earlier human 
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period of soil creep along the downward slope which could be attributed to 
previous cultivation. A concrete hardstanding and brick culvert present on 
the site during the evaluation, but outside of the development are 
consistent with features on the OS 1904 & 1963 maps and appear to form 
part of a former industrial complex. Significant truncation of the underlying 
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