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SUMMARY 

 

An historic environment desk based assessment was carried out during August 

and September 2016 at 2 Cedar Close, Snitterfield, Warkwickshire in connection 

with an application for the erection of a single-storey side extension. 

The assessment showed that the study site lies within an area that forms 

one of two historic centres that comprise the settlement at Snitterfield. One of 

these is focused on the intersection of the main route ways at the south-west end 

of the village, whilst the other centre lies at the north-east end around the 

medieval church where the study site is situated. Snitterfield Hall, built at the end 

of the 17th century, formerly stood to the south-west of the church until its 

demolition at the beginning of the 19th century. The cartographic evidence has 

shown that the study site lies within an area that has been orchard since at least 

1697 bounded by the churchyard to the west which appears largely unchanged 

from before this time. 

The assessment found that no significant monuments, archaeological finds 

or deposits have been recorded within or in close proximity to the study site and 

no further work was recommended. 
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Fig.1; site location (circled in red) 

 

 

Fig. 2; study site (outlined in red) 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Location and scope of work (Figs. 1 & 2) 

 

This document details the results of an historic environment desk based 

assessment during August and September 2016 at 2 Cedar Drive, Snitterfield, 

Warks. CV37 0LJ at the request of the owner Mr Holtom. The assessment was 

required by the Planning Department of Stratford upon Avon District Council in 

response to a proposal for the development of the site comprising a single-story 

side extension. It was recognised that there may be potential within the site for 

the presence archaeological remains that may be affected by the proposed 

development and therefore an assessment of the archaeological implications was 

required in advance of consideration of the proposals. 

 

Geology and topography 

 

Snitterfield is a village and civil parish in the Stratford on Avon district of 

Warwickshire, less than a mile to the north of the A46 road, 4½ miles from 

Stratford upon Avon, 6½ miles from Warwick and 17 miles from Coventry. The 

population of the civil parish at the 2011 census was 1,226. The old turnpike road 

from Stratford-on-Avon to Warwick forms the boundary of Snitterfield parish on 

the east as far as Marroway, where the Snitterfield Warwick road joins it. The 

boundary then runs northwards along a brook and west to the road from Norton 

Lindsey to Luscombe, then turning west again to Snitterfield Bushes, the largest 

block of woodland in the parish. Through the Bushes it runs southward, crossing 

the Bearley road, to Gospel Oak, near Pathlow. Here it turns south-east to 

Clopton Gorse and then for ½ mile up King's Lane, then east to a tributary of the 

Avon, and so back to the Stratford-Warwick road. The country is undulating, most 

of the parish lying at about 100m, the highest point being about 120m at Gospel 

Oak. 

The village is central to the parish, lying north of the Snitterfield Warwick 

road, its houses, mostly quite modern, being grouped to the west of the church. 

The study site lies at the east end of the village situated at approx. 30m east of 

the church in an area of land that was developed for residential use in the 1960s. 

It comprises a semi-detached bungalow with a front and rear garden. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stratford-on-Avon_(district)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warwickshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A46_road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stratford_upon_Avon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_Census_2011
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Aims and objectives 

 

The objective of the historic environment desk-based assessment is to define the 

likely extent, survival and significance of archaeological remains on the application 

site so that appropriate mitigation strategies can be devised. To aid the production 

of mitigation strategies the assessment will also include a plan showing the existing 

site lay out and a description of the proposed development indicating, where known, 

the predicted impact of the proposed foundations including drainage and services. 
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Plate 1; area of proposed development, from the north 

 

 

Plate 2; area of proposed development, from the south 
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Summary of archaeological results 

A total of 21 monument records and 11 event records are identified from the HER 

within the 1km search area centred on the site. A summary of the more 

significant information is outlined below. 

 

Prehistoric 

At present there are no recorded monuments or stray finds of prehistoric date 

within the search area and the potential for prehistoric deposits to survive within 

the study site is considered to be low. 

 

Roman 

Evidence for Roman activity within the search area is characterised by two stray 

find-spots. The first is a Roman coin (MWA1908) minted in Rome, which was 

found 1km east of Snitterfield. 

Fragments of Roman pottery were found in a garden on Church Road 

(MWA910). The fragments came from the same vessel, a sepulchral urn of mid-

late 1st century date. In addition, a single sherd of 2nd-3rd century black 

burnished ware was also represented. 

 

Saxon/early medieval 

The early name (Old English) of Snitterfield was "Snytenfeld", open field of snipe, 

"Feld", signifying a cleared stretch of land amid the Forest of Arden and "Snyten" 

referring to the snipe frequenting the meadows near the Sherborne Brook which 

runs through the village. 

At the time of the Norman conquest of England ‘Snitefeld’ was held by 

Saxi who also possessed land at Walton, Charlecote, Bramcote, Dorsington and 

Werlavescote, but by 1086 it was held by the Count of Meulan. 

 

Medieval 

The probable extent of Medieval settlement of Snitterfield (MWA9121) is based on 

Greenwood's map of 1822 and the first edition of 1886. Domesday lists 

Snitterfield in the Ferncombe Hundred. The 1886 map shows a very dispersed 

village, possibly with two centres, one around the church, and one further west at 

the crossroads, where there is settlement along the 4 arms of the intersection. 

The map is covered with post medieval names of houses, pubs, post office, gas 

works and some formal gardens, which suggests that the village may have 

undergone a lot of change. The central rectangle is included, although it is hard to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_of_Arden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snipe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_conquest_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walton,_Warwickshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlecote
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tell how much settlement was there. Domesday indicates quite a valuable 

settlement. There is no ridge and furrow plotting for the parish, but the database 

shows some survival abutting the village to the southeast, and a detatched area 

further north. The medieval extent has been altered slightly to reflect Lidar 

imagery. Few earthworks survive, most being covered by later development. 

However, a few house plots, probably medieval, are located at the northern tip of 

the possible extent and include narrow plots to their rear. 

 

MWA913; The parish church of St. James the Great consists of a chancel, nave, 

north and south aisles, and a west tower. There are also modern vestries north of 

the chancel and south of the tower. The sequence of the earlier development of 

the building is a little uncertain owing to the proximity of the various periods, 

added to the marked differences in detail, and some confusion caused by later 

alterations. The south arcade probably dates from the latter half of the 13th 

century and the north from the early 14thcentury (Pevsner & Wedgwood, 1966). 

 

Post-medieval 

MWA8589; Park House grounds. A park land and formal garden attached to the 

Post Medieval Park House. The grounds were later included in Welcombe estate. A 

view by John Wootton shows the 17th century house, built by Thomas Coventry, 

with walled formal gardens. Sold 1816, becoming part of Welcombe estate. 

Shrubbery planting, walks and ponds in old park area. Recommended for 

inclusion on Local List. 

 

MWA914; The site of Snitterfield Hall, a house dating back to the Post Medieval 

period. The existence of the hall is known from documentary evidence. It was 

situated on the east side of Church Road, Snitterfield. Snitterfield Hall was 

demolished c1820. The Hall stood on the left beyond the church, the wall of the 

kitchen garden being still standing. There is no trace of the hall. The probable 

area in which it was sited is built on. The site of the Hall may be that marked on 

the OS 1st edition map. 

 

MWA9193; 19th century boundary wall and undated pit at Treetops, Cedar Drive. 

A boundary wall and a pit, both dating to the Imperial period were found during 

ground works for a replacement dwelling. The wall is likely to be a boundary wall 

as no returns or internal features were associated with it. The pit contained 

building debris and the cut (unspecified shape) a humic deposit (Thompson, 

2002). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestries
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MWA9861; Traces of undated ridge and furrow located within the school playing 

fields, Snitterfield Primary School. 

 

EWA6737 Archaeological Evaluation at the Church of St James the Great. A 

number of 19th century inhumations were recorded and a small quantity of 

residual medieval pottery (Jones, 1999). 

 

EWA7055 Watching Brief at land off Church Road, Snitterfield during excavation 

of foundation trenches for a detached house. No archaeological features. One 

sherd of C19 pottery was found on the topsoil surface (Liegeois, 2000). 

 

NEGATIVE EVENTS 

EWA6726; Watching brief at Church of St James the Great, Snitterfield (Dalton J. 1998. WB 

at the Church of St James the Great, Snitterfield. 

 

EWA10306 Archaeological Watching Brief at Brook Cottage, School Road (Jones, 2013). 

 

EWA9354; Archaeological Watching Brief at Barley Break, Snitterfield. Only 

demolition material from the previous 19th century house was recorded during 

observation on a site just south of St. James' Church and near the site of 

Snitterfield Hall (Watt, 2005). 

 

EWA9191; An Archaeological Watching Brief at Blossom Cottage, The Green 

(Hammond, 2009). 

 

EWA10318; Archaeological Evaluation at 8-9 Pigeon Green, Snitterfield. The 

excavation revealed no evidence for medieval occupation. An 18th or 19th century 

ditch was uncovered and later truncations meant that it was not possible to 

ascertain whether the site was part of the adjoining area of open fields during the 

medieval period (Rann, 2013). 

 

EWA7121; Treetops, Cedar Drive, Snitterfield. Watching brief on ground works for 

a replacement dwelling uncovered the remains of a wall and a pit, believed to be 

19th century in date (Thompson, 2002). 

 

EWA7065; Watching Brief at The Mullions, Smith Lane, Snitterfield Watching brief 

during groundworks for new house. Only finds were of C19 date from north east 
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corner of the site. However, soil levels reduced prior to archaeological visit and 

development to rear of plot (Gethin, 2001). 

 

EWA7426; Archaeological Observation at Snitterfield Primary School (Coutts & 

Jones, 2004). 

 

UNDATED 

MWA19260; Cropmark features; A series of linear features W of Snitterfield were 

identified from aerial photography. They are of uncertain date and function 

(Carter & McQuarrie, 2012). 

 

MWA4924; Several linear features are visible as cropmarks on aerial 

photographs. They are of unknown date and are situated 800m south east of 

Snitterfield. 

 

MWA915; The site of a platform, possibly a house platform, which survives as an 

earthwork. It is of unknown date and is located to the east of The Green, 

Snitterfield. prominent raised square platform. Its exact limits could not be 

defined as the site was overgrown. The earthwork may be the platform of a large 

house or the remains of a moated site. 

 

Development or other impact (Figs. 3 & 4) 

 

2 Cedar Close is a 1960s semi-detached brick bungalow with a tile main roof 

and a small rectangular back garden. The proposed development is to erect a 

single-storey west side extension. The main area of impact on the underlying 

deposits will be during excavation of the strip foundations associated with the 

groundworks. A site visit established that the ground marking the east side of the 

proposed extension has already been previously subjected to substantial 

truncation. 
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Fig. 3; existing site plan 

 

 

Fig. 4; proposed side extension. 
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DISCUSSION (Figs. 5 & 6) 

 

 

Fig. 5; historic environment plan (‘best fit’); Snitterfield village based on the 1766 

Inclosure Award & the OS 1887. Light green; ridge & furrow. Dark green; OS 

1887. Pink; inset (location of Fig. 5) & Cedar Drive development. 

 

Prehistoric 

There is currently no evidence of prehistoric activity recorded within 1km of the 

study site and therefore the potential for the survival of prehistoric archaeology is 

considered low. 

 

Roman 

Evidence of Roman activity has been recorded twice within the search area both 

instances represented as stray finds. A single coin (MWA1908) was found outside 

of the village to the southeast of the parish, whilst an almost complete Roman 

urn was recovered from a spot along Church Road. This was at some distance to 

the west of the study site within the rectangular area interpreted as one of two 

village centres and may therefore represent the earlier one of the two. 

Interestingly, this area is strategically located between the two main 

watercourses, the Bell Brook to the north and another lying to the south. No 
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Roman finds have been made to the north-east of the village or within the area of 

the study site and consequently, it is considered that the potential for Roman 

deposits to survive within the area of the proposed development to be low. 

 

 

Fig. 6; historic environment plan (‘best fit’); Snitterfield village-north-east. Based 

on Purple; 1697 (church yard). Dark green; OS 1887. Orange; OS 1905. Pink; 

modern developments. Church phasing is as follows. Red; 13th century. Yellow; 

14th. Green;19th century additions. 

 

Medieval 

The earliest documentary evidence for Snitterfield is from Domesday (1086) 

which indicates quite a valuable manorial settlement already been established 

there by the time of the Norman conquest. Evidence of agricultural earthworks 

(ridge and furrow) around the village points to a farming environment based 

largely on agriculture. 

The probable extent of the Medieval settlement of (MWA9121) is based 

mostly on the OS 1887 map which shows a very dispersed village, possibly with 

two centres, one around the church to the north-east, and the other further 

south-west at the crossroads, where there is a rectangular settlement along the 

four arms of the intersection of the main route-ways through the village. These 

connect it from the north-south with Warwick and Stratford upon Avon, and east-
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west with the Birmingham and Banbury Road. It is probably within this south-

west half of the village that the focus of the early of the settlement is located. 

This is supported by the discovery of Roman pottery comprising an almost 

complete vessel found within the south-east corner of the rectangle off Church 

Road. Since then five negative archaeological watching briefs have been 

undertaken in this part of the village, but all have been outside this central area.  

The study site lies within the north-east half of the village and to the east 

of where the medieval church is situated, implying the location of an historic 

centre and the location of a possible manor house (see below). A tudor building, 

possibly associated with a small holding, was established at the north-east end of 

the village. Three watching briefs and two evaluations have been carried out 

within this part of the village, but only 19th and 20th century deposits have been 

recorded so far. Other than the church which is dated by the surviving fabric to 

the 13th century, there is no further evidence of medieval activity within this part 

of the village and therefore the potential for medieval deposits to survive within 

the study site is considered to be low. 

 

Post-medieval 

The map of the village is covered with post medieval names of houses, pubs, post 

office, gas works and some formal gardens, which suggests that the village has 

undergone a lot of change. This is particularly evident within the north-east half 

of the village where there are significant phases of development during the 17th 

and 19th centuries. To the south of the church is the site of Snitterfield Hall 

(MWA94) which was built during the late 17th century in association with 

substantial landscaping. This included a parallel line of trees referred to as the 

‘avenue’ recorded on the historic mapping. This presumably led to what was 

originally the front of the house which would have faced the south-east. The 

building should not be confused with Park House situated at the south-east end of 

the village and also a 17th century rebuild. In 1905 this was called Snitterfield 

House.  

A scaled drawn survey of the churchyard boundary was carried out in 1697 

which may be largely reflect the original medieval plan. This also shows a house 

formerly standing in the north corner of the churchyard. The land to the east of 

this where the study site is located, is called ‘Farmer Wakens Orchard’ a name 

that was still being used in 1766. The area remained as orchard until its 

development in the 1960s leading to the creation of Cedar Drive. 

Snitterfield Hall was largely demolished in the early 19th century with only 

the garden pavilion and stable buildings possibly surviving-later being converted 
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for residential use. Elements of the large formal walled garden also survive within 

the rear plots of the existing houses erected across the area in the 20th century. 

The garden wall is largely rebuilt, but a very small area of English bond brickwork 

retained in the fabric of the wall suggests a late Tudor or pre-civil war 

construction consistent with the date for the construction of Snitterfield Hall, built 

in the late 17th century. 

The second noticeable phase of expansion within this part of the village 

was during the Victorian period, probably around the 1850s. This included the 

erection a vicarage with gardens to the north of the church, development to the 

south-west, and the creation of three new dwellings to the north-east and north-

west of the study site. 

 In 1905 the cemetery was extended with ground to the south of the study 

site being partitioned from the large field to the south. 

 

Recommendation 

The assessment has shown that little is known about the archaeological and 

historical development of Snitterfield. The remains of a Roman pot found off 

Church Road at some distance to the south-east of the study site, may indicate 

some form of settlement, but this alone as a stray find, is inconclusive. A 

medieval manor is likely to have existed at Snitterfield, possibly near the church 

in the area where Snitterfield Hall formerly stood. The study site, situated at 

approx. 30m to the east of the medieval church, lies outside the boundary of the 

cemetery within an orchard established since at least 1697. The evidence has 

shown that there are no known significant archaeological deposits within or in 

close proximity to the study site. The development, small in scope, is unlikely to 

have any impact0 and therefore no further work is recommended. 
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Archive Location 

 

The digital archive arising from the work will be deposited with the Archaeology 

Data Service (ADS) and an online form submitted to OASIS (Appendix 1). 

 

Methodology 

 

The assessment has been compiled in accordance with the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologist’s Guidance and Standards for an historic environment desk based 

assessment (CIfA, 2014). 

The Historic Environment Record (HER) was consulted with a search 

carried out within a 1km radius centred on the site. This included 21 monument 

records and 11 event records. No site specific geotechnical information was 

available at the time of the assessment. 

A visit to the study site was made followed by a visit to the Warwickshire 

Record Office. The earliest historical maps available covering the study site were 

the plan of churchyard with elevation by James Fish, 1697; Inclosure Award of 

1766; the 1841 Tithe Apportionment; and the OS First Edition (1887) and Second 

Edition (1905). Significant information from the HER and the historic maps (based 

on a ‘best fit’) is incorporated into the Historic environment illustration (Figs. 5 & 

6). 

An aerial photographic search was not carried out as the site has been 

orchard since 1887 until its subsequent development in the early 1960s. 

 

Timescales used in this report: 

Prehistoric BC450,000-AD43 

Palaeolithic 450,000-12,000 BC 

Mesolithic 12,000-4,000 BC 

Neolithic 4,000-1,800 BC 

Bronze Age 1,800-600 BC 

Iron Age 600-AD43 

Roman AD43-410 

Saxon/early medieval AD410-1066 

Medieval AD 1066-1530 

Post-medieval AD 1531-1800 

Modern AD 1800-present 
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