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SUMMARY 

A programme of historic building recording was undertaken at Beaudesert Hall, Beaudesert 
Park, Staffordshire, (centred on NGR SK 0546 1336). The work was commissioned by the King 
George V Memorial Scouts and Guides Recreation Lands (more commonly known as the 
Beaudesert Trust) to support a Heritage Lottery fund application to finance the conservation of 
historic elements and their utilisation for educational purposes. More immediately pertinent, 
however, is that the ruins of the hall had recently suffered a collapse, a misfortune that 
prompted the instigation of this programme of emergency building recording, in order to 
mitigate further deterioration. This comprised a level 3 record as defined by English Heritage 
(2006). Owing to the potential instability of the monument, the measured survey was 
undertaken by laser scanner, the data downloaded and drawn up in electronic format, and the 
structural analysis carried out both in the field and in the office. 

Originally a manor house of the bishops of Coventry and Lichfield, Beaudesert Hall came into 
the hands of Henry VIII’s secretary of state, Sir William Paget, after the Dissolution. Paget’s 
son, Thomas, redeveloped the episcopal manor house between 1573 and 1583 as a substantial 
mansion. Much of the medieval complex was demolished but the great hall was retained in 
some measure. Substantial alterations were undertaken in the 1770s including the ‘Gothicking’ 
of the medieval great hall to the designs of James Wyatt, and the hall was again remodelled in 
the 1820s by Joseph Potter in association with the construction of a new billiard room. A fire in 
1909 resulted in the destruction of Potter’s scheme, and reconstruction and additions made 
between then and 1912 again included a substantial amount of work on the hall. After an 
unsuccessful attempt to sell the hall in the 1930s it was largely demolished, the vestiges that 
survive today owing their existence to the demise of the demolition company before the 
contract could be completed in full. 

The standing remains consist of three main components: a) the south wall of the medieval and 
later great hall, b) a parallel wall which formed the north side of the great hall as it was 
remodelled at various periods from the late 16th-century onwards, together with an attached 
fragment of the west wing, and c) the northwest angle of the house, which is largely late 16th-
in origin. A cursory inspection of these remains reveals that a great deal of repair, alteration 
and remodelling has taken place since the medieval period. Architecturally, the most significant 
part of these remains is the south wall of the great hall, which, despite having been subjected 
to several programmes of remodelling and alteration still retains something of its late 15th-
century character including good quality ashlar masonry, the principal windows, a window 
lighting the dais, and the remains of a possible fireplace, also associated with the dais. The 
indications are that it was a substantial building, some 20m long, and that it was the focus of 
an extensive complex of dependent buildings, probably arranged around one or more 
courtyards.  

While it is clear that the core of the south wall represents the medieval great hall and the other 
elements the 16th-century mansion, analysis of the fabric reveals a complex structural 
sequence that is sometimes difficult to situate chronologically, and which is sometimes 
contradictory to historic plans of the complex. For this reason, the detail of the phasing must 
be considered tentative and it is suggested that there may be scope for revision to provide a 
more definitive chronology by means of a thorough study of the documentary evidence, and by 
geological analysis of the stonework. 
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BEAUDESERT HALL, BEAUDESERT PARK, STAFFORDSHIRE: 
HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING, 2007 

 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
In November 2007 Birmingham Archaeology undertook a programme of historic building 
recording at Beaudesert Hall, Beaudesert Park, Staffordshire (centred on NGR SK 0546 1336) 
(Fig. 1) (Plates 1 to 4). The work was commissioned by the King George V Memorial Scouts 
and Guides Recreation Lands (more commonly known as the Beaudesert Trust) to support a 
Heritage Lottery Fund application to finance the conservation of historic elements and their 
utilisation for educational purposes. More immediately pertinent, however, was that the ruins 
of the hall had recently suffered a collapse, a misfortune that had prompted the instigation of 
this programme of emergency building recording, in order to mitigate further deterioration. 
This report outlines the results of the historic building recording. 
 
2 LOCATION  
 
The remains of Beaudesert Hall, which is a Grade II listed building, are located within 
Beaudesert New Park in Staffordshire, approximately 5 miles northwest of Lichfield and 
approximately 3 miles northeast of Cannock centred on (NGR SK 0546 1336) (Figs 2 and 3).  
 
The underlying geology consists of pebbly sandstone of the Bromsgrove Sandstone Formation. 
To the immediate south of the ruins the bedrock changes into mudstone from the Mercia 
Mudstone Group. The overlying drift geology comprises predominantly of Devensian Till (British 
Geological Survey 1967).  

The remains of the hall lie at the heart of an historic landscape which includes the Iron Age 
Castlering univallate hillfort, an historic deer park, and various outbuildings and garden 
features, including a Victorian walled garden and a late 18th-century semi-circular stable block. 
The ruins stand at the edge of a level clearing within a wooded country park. 
 
The present character of the site is of a clearing within a wooded former ornamental garden. 
The ruins have recently been cleared of surrounding vegetation. Beaudesert New Park is 
located to the north of the village of Gentleshaw, at the southeast end of the present 
designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty of Cannock Chase. About 1km to the east is 
Grand Lodge, an early 19th-century lodge which served as the main entrance to the Beaudesert 
estate. Agricultural lands extend eastwards from the hall towards the A51 road. To the north 
the lands fall away quite sharply. There are three main elements to the ruins: the remains of 
the two east-west aligned side walls of the hall and, to the north, part of a subsidiary wing 
(Fig. 3).    
 
3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The principal aims and objectives of the project were to: 

To produce a permanent record of the surviving elements of the hall through a drawn 
record (plans, elevations and cross sections), written record and photographic archive.  
To identify and date phase changes, alterations and adaptations throughout the 
complex which chart the use and development of the house.  
To inform and make recommendations for further archaeological work upon the site and 
identify specific areas of interest. 
To inform the sympathetic conservation and future management of Beaudesert Hall 
within the Conservation Management Plan. 
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4 METHODOLOGY 
 
4.1 General 
 
The work was carried out with due regard to the advice offered by the Institute of 
Archaeologists (IFA 2001), and English Heritage (2006) and conformed to a project design 
(Birmingham Archaeology 2007) which was itself based on a brief issued by Staffordshire 
County Council (2007). In addition a detailed risk assessment was prepared prior to the 
commencement of fieldwork. All current health and safety legislation, regulations and guidance 
were complied with, and the work complied with the Management of Health and Safety at Work 
regulations 1992 and Health & Safety in Field Archaeology Manual (SCAUM 1991).  
  
4.2 Written Record 

A written record of the building was compiled in the field on pro forma building record sheets, 
noting details of building type, date(s), materials, plan, and elevations.  
 
4.3 Photographic Record  

The photographic survey comprised both general and detail shots, and was carried out using a 
medium format camera with black and white film, and a high resolution digital SLR camera, 
mounted on a tripod. All photographs included scales where possible, and were recorded on a 
pro forma record sheet detailing subject, direction, photographer and date.  
 
4.4 Drawn Record 

Measured drawings were compiled of the floor plans, sections, and stone-by-stone elevations 
using a high resolution laser scanner. The laser scan data was drawn up in AutoCAD at an 
appropriate scale and presented in Adobe Illustrator.  
 
5 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
In its heyday Beaudesert Hall was a notable Elizabethan mansion, and one of the great county 
seats of Staffordshire (Colvin 1985, 107). However, the settlement of the area stretches 
further back into prehistory. The presence of Castle Ring Hillfort 1km to the southwest of the 
current site shows that the Beaudesert area was inhabited in prehistoric times. The Park itself 
was later part of royal hunting ground which was given by Richard I to the Bishop of Coventry 
and Lichfield in 1189, who is said to have constructed a house in the area by c.1290.  
 
Following the Dissolution, the estate of the then bishop, Sampson, owing to financial problems 
(Staffordshire CC 2007, 3.2), was surrendered to the crown. The instigator and subsequent 
beneficiary of this was Sir William Paget, Henry VIII’s Secretary of State. Amongst the estate 
taken by Paget was the episcopal manor house of Beaudesert, which “was a building of some 
size and importance” (Colvin 1985, 107), the hall of which was of baronial, rather than 
manorial, proportions. William Paget died in 1563 not having carried out any alterations to the 
house.  
 
It was his second son Thomas who undertook the task of converting the episcopal manor 
house into an Elizabethan mansion. From 1573 to the early 1580s Beaudesert was a hive of 
construction and demolition activity. Notable local craftsmen such as freemason John 
Brymsmede, carpenter John Greaves, and bricklayers William Harrison and Thomas Tylte, were 
employed in an extensive programme of works which eventually saw the demolition of most of 
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the medieval manor house (including the chapel), the main exception being the great hall 
which was awkwardly hidden behind the east-facing Elizabethan main range, which had 
projecting cross-wings and a central porch. The principal fabric of this new build was red brick, 
which was largely sourced and fired on-site in the Tudor style, whilst the stone dressings were 
also quarried on site and at Rugeley (Colvin 1985, 109). In addition to this local source of 
materials, 19,700 bricks and tiles were purchased from Braddocke of Brereton, and 21,200 
bricks from Marston’s of Lichfield (Castlering Archaeology 2005, 3).     
                                                                                                                                  
Political and religious events saw the works at Beaudesert come to an abrupt end in 1583 
when Lord Paget, a zealous Papist, fled to Paris under suspicion of political and religious 
disaffection (Colvin 1985, 110). Subsequently, his barony and estates were seized, only to be 
restored to his son William with the accession of James I in 1603. Following the construction of 
a gatehouse and forecourt there is no documentary evidence of any substantial alterations or 
additions at Beaudesert until following the accession of George III in 1760 (Colvin 1985, 111).  
 
In 1771-1772 extensive alterations were carried out by the Wyatt family, the leading architects 
and builders in Staffordshire at the time, for the 9th Baron of Beaudesert, who had succeeded 
in 1769. One of the main tasks at this time was the “Gothicking” of the great hall. This proved 
to be “an early essay in the style of which James Wyatt was later to be acknowledged master” 
(Colvin 1985, 114). Very little is known of what the interior comprised, however, the plans 
show a music gallery at one end supported by quadrilobe Gothic columns, whilst it is known 
that Gothick chimney pieces of Roach Abbey stone were inserted. A central leaded cupola was 
constructed on the roof, whilst stucco was applied to the brickwork. Also at this time crescent 
shaped stable blocks were constructed in the gardens, which themselves were being 
remodelled by William Emes, a follower of Capability Brown.  
 
In 1826 the Great Hall was remodelled again by the Henry Paget, Marquis of Anglesey, 
(Castlering Archaeology 2007, 6), to designs by the Wyatts’ associate and successor Joseph 
Potter, who remodelled the hall “in a style of Gothic, a little more archaeological than that of 
Wyatt” (Colvin 1985, 120). This scheme included a projecting billiard room to the south, and 
the construction of a series of greenhouses which stood against the south wall of the hall as 
can be seen in Niven’s etching of 1882 (Figs 4 and 5). 
 
In 1909, the interior of the house was greatly damaged by a fire. All vestiges of Wyatt’s and 
Potter’s schemes were removed in the subsequent restoration, which saw the interior of the 
house reconstructed into a series of period rooms, ranging from the late medieval Great Hall to 
the ‘Queen Anne’ bedroom (Colvin 1985, 120) or to the original work of Thomas Paget in the 
16th century (Castlering Archaeology 2005, 8). In addition, a substantial neo-Elizabethan wing 
was built immediately to the south of the great hall on the site formerly occupied by Potter’s 
billiard room. The exact relationship of this new wing to the great hall has yet to be 
ascertained, but photographs published in Country Life in 1919 show that they were in very 
close proximity to one another, the hall being dwarfed by the new wing, but also that the south 
windows of the hall still emitted light, suggesting that there was space between the two 
structures. 
 
The poor financial climate and the burdens of taxation of the post-World War One period forced 
the sale of the Beaudesert estate. The Marquis ceased to use the house from 1920, being 
unable to afford the running of two country houses (Beaudesert and Plasnewydd in Anglesey) 
and a town house in London. Much of the land was sold off to the forestry commission in 1920, 
whilst the house went up for sale. Despite the rest of the estate being completely sold off by 
1932, the building remained unsold when in 1935 the Marquis decided to sell the interior 
fixtures and fittings and demolish the building. The demolition firm was given 15 years to 
demolish the building; however, they went out of business during World War II with the ruins 
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as they stand today awaiting demolition (Figs 6 and 7). These were subsequently listed in the 
1950s. In the 1970s the Territorial Army used explosives to collapse a concrete pad into the 
cellars under part of the building (Michael Street, pers comm), whilst part of the ruins recently 
suffered structural collapse.    
 
6 ANALYTICAL BUILDING DESCRIPTION  
 
6.1 Summary 
 
Three main elements of the building have survived the tribulations of the 20th century (Fig 6). 
These are a) the south wall of the medieval and later great hall, b) a parallel wall that formed 
the north side of the great hall in the post-medieval period together with an attached fragment 
of the west wing, and c) the northwest angle of the 16th-century house. A cursory inspection of 
these remains reveals that a great deal of repair, alteration and remodelling has taken place 
subsequent to the replacement of the medieval manor house with the 16th-century mansion. 
The earliest visible fabric is of sandstone ashlar, and dates from the late 15th century (see 
below), a time when the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield was still in residence at Beaudesert. 
While 16th-century and 19th-century stone phases have also been discerned, most of the 
subsequent work is in red brick, of varying sizes and manufacture, ranging in date from the 
late 16th-century to early 20th-century. In addition a great part of the remains appears to have 
been underpinned with concrete in the early 20th-century.   
 
6.2 The Great Hall 
 
Elevation 1 (Fig 8; plates 3 to 8) 
 
Elevation 1 incorporates the only above ground survival from the bishop’s manor house, 
namely, the south front of the great hall. The hall was built of sandstone ashlar, and although 
only limited expanses of the medieval fabric are still to be seen, they include a chamfered 
plinth, and, more significantly three large late 15th-century Perpendicular style transomed 
windows set high up in the wall. The windows each have four lower lights with segmental-
pointed heads, and four upper lights, of which the round trefoil heads and sunken spandrels 
form part of the flat lintel. Directly above the tops of these windows, is a projecting string of 
chamfered cut stone. The least altered part of the medieval walling to be seen on this elevation 
lies immediately west of the easternmost window where there is an area of large smooth-faced 
ashlar blocks in regular courses corresponding with the blocks of the window jambs. 
 
However, this area is the exception, and generally the medieval elevation has been subjected 
to considerable alteration. Some of this dates from the late 16th century, when the medieval 
manor house was transformed into an Elizabethan mansion, and the hall extended southwards 
to form a rear wing to the new house.  Thus, towards the west end of the front, a late 16th-
century Tudor arch doorway, with alternating stone jambs and a keystone, has been inserted 
at ground level (4) (Fig. 8, Plate 6), breaking through the medieval plinth. To the right (east) 
of this, and between the two most westerly windows, a stone external chimney stack (7) with 
a chamfered plinth was built at much the same time as the doorway. This is of. Survival of the 
16th-century masonry is limited, the greatest extent being an area of pinky grey large 
sandstone ashlar blocks, some smooth faced, some with diagonal pattern tooling marks, in the 
middle section of the stack. A cyma recta moulded string, which has been keyed into the 15th-
century window frame a little above the height of the transom, originally extended around the 
three sides of the stack, but survives only along the two returns, the southern section having 
been cut away, apparently to provide a flat surface for later rendering that covers the upper 
part of the chimney (7a). The substantial later alterations to this 16th-century stack will be 
discussed below. 
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The east end of the medieval hall range has been lost, and from the east jamb of the 
easternmost window the line of the south front is now continued by a multi-phase section of 
brick walling. The stub of a former north-south aligned wall (15) breaks forward from this 
expanse of brickwork to divide it into two areas. This second wall is on the line of the west wall 
of the 16th-century south cross-wing, in which case that part of Elevation 1 to the right (east) 
of it would have formed an internal partition rather than an external wall. The late 16th-century 
brickwork, survives in two main stretches; immediately east of the easternmost window of the 
great hall (14), and at the eastern extremity of the elevation (17), and the bricks measure 
9 ins x 4 ins x 1 ins, are generally orangey red in colour with a rough texture, and are laid 
in English bond. Contemporary with, (17) and at the eastern edge of, the elevation, are a 
fragment of a cut stone arch (18) at ground level, and the remnants of a cut stone jamb (19) 
at first-floor level, which represent the positions of two doorways, apparently contemporary 
with the early brickwork. The ground-floor entrance gave access from the south cross-wing to 
the screens passage at the lower end of the extended hall, and the first-floor entrance to the 
gallery above it. 
 
While the 15th- and 16th-century phases are not too difficult to identify, subsequent works, are 
less easy to situate chronologically. To continue with the brick section that forms the eastern 
portion of the elevation east end of the wall, apart from the evidently 16th-century work, there 
are other discrete areas of distinct character, which suggest more than one phase. To the west 
of the south wing is an area of random bonding, which nevertheless follows the coursing of the 
adjacent 16th-century work in a manner that suggests a thicker brick with narrower mortar 
joints. Within the south wing itself, another area of random bond brickwork adjoining the 16th-
century work forms the greater part of the fabric at the lower level. This is surmounted by an 
area of high quality brickwork laid in English garden wall bond. Both these areas of brickwork 
incorporate horizontal timbers spaced at regular intervals (16, 16a and 17), apparently for 
attaching internal boarding or wainscoting. The stub of the west wall of the former south wing 
(15) is also of different in character from the 16th-century brickwork, being mostly constructed 
of orangey red brick laid in English Garden Wall bond. The lower part, however, has been 
rebuilt in the early to mid-19th-century in English bond to incorporate a segmental-arched 
doorway (Plate 8). 
 
The stone section also shows signs of having been modified subsequent to the 16th-century 
conversion. For instance, the lower part of the chimney stack is evidently of a different 
character from the middle section described above. This too is ashlar, but is generally pinker in 
colour and while some stones are treated like those of the 16th-century phase, others have 
herringbone pattern tooling marks. The ashlar walling beneath the middle window (8) appears 
to be of the same type, and probably represents contemporary work. Reference to the plans 
drawn up by Joseph Potter for the billiard room that was raised on the south side of the hall in 
1826 shows a large opening in the position of the chimney stack, and it seems probable that 
this phase of stonework represents the remodelling of the hall after the fire of 1909. 
 
Between the central and eastern great hall window there is a large, but confused area of 
disturbance (8a), delineated on the right-hand (east) side at the upper level by a vertical joint 
in the stonework extending absolutely vertically from just below the parapet string to about 
transom level of the great hall windows and then stepping down towards the left (west) to 
merge with a more confused area of disturbance just below the height of the window sills (see 
next paragraph). Between this line and the upper half of the central window is a roughly 
square area in which the sandstone blocks stand out in contrast with the surrounding masonry 
by being set in a comparatively irregular and loose manner, and by their green tinge. This has 
the appearance of a blocked opening. 
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The disturbed area below window sill height, which lies to the right (east) of the area of 
putative 19th-century ashlar adjacent to the chimney stack, appears to comprise three phases 
of stone infill, at least partially associated with the addition of a building formerly occupying 
the angle between the great hall and the south wing of the mansion, directly below the 
easternmost hall window. This is now represented by the stub of the former west wall which 
terminates in an ovolo-moulded frontal fillet (9), apparently a window jamb (a series of fixing 
holes extends down the south edge). This stub wall is capped on the left-hand (west) side by 
the remains of a moulded stone cornice, behind (east of) which are the remnants of a flat roof 
of poured concrete, the other (east) end of which was secured by a steel joist within the south 
wall stub of the former 16th-century south wing above an inserted doorway. The evidence for a 
single–storey building with a flat roof suggests that a blocked square socket in the wall of the 
great hall straight above the remains of this wall was a keying in point for a former parapet. 
Inside this added structure the north wall is of painted plastered brickwork divided into two 
areas by a wall scar which hints at an internal division of the room.  
 
Further evidence of structural additions to this side of the building can be found towards the 
west end of the elevation. Firstly, projecting from the right-hand (east) edge of the chimney 
stack, at about mid-height, is an inserted stone, evidently the springer of a high arch that 
extended towards the south. At the same height, on the opposite side of the stack, is another 
inserted stone flush with the face of the stack, as if it replaces a corresponding feature, or 
represents an abortive attempt at something similar. Above the eastern stone is a wall scar 
which extends to the top of the stack. There are suggestions of something similar on the west 
side of the stack in the form of a change in the character of the stonework, although this is not 
so marked. The upper part of the stack, from the level of the moulded string is rendered, the 
rendering being bounded on the right (east) by the wall scar, but otherwise covering the whole 
south face of the stack at this level. 
 
To the left (west) of the stack the remains of two walls built of squared and coursed stone 
project from the south face of the elevation (1) and (6). It is clearly evident that one of these 
(1), which is situated at the extreme west end of the building, rose to the full height of the 
hall. The other (6), which lies immediately to the right (east) of the 16th-century doorway, and 
below the westernmost hall window, survives only to the height of the door arch, but a cut out 
in the stonework just below the window may indicate a keying in point. The interior faces of 
the walls are rendered, a treatment that is also applied to the face of the south elevation, 
indicating that the area delineated by the two walls was enclosed, but that it formed an 
exterior space, that is to say, a yard. The eastern wall is so placed to suspect that it must have 
blocked the west window, at least partially. This tends to be confirmed by the survival of 
rendering on the west side of the window lintel. In the top right-hand (east) corner of the 
elevation within this area is a line of five joist slots, to the left (west) of, and above, which is a 
narrow line of exposed brickwork, suggesting a partially enclosed platform at this level, 
possibly associated with roof maintenance. 
 
The tentative conclusion to be drawn regarding the relationship of the south side of the great 
hall and the wing of 1909–1912, then, is that there was a gap or yard between the two 
buildings at the west end, but that the east end was connected to the wing via a single-storey 
link which also communicated with the south wing of the Elizabethan house. 
 
Elevation 2 (Fig 8; plates 9 to 13)
 
Elevation 2, which is to the rear of Elevation 1, represents the north-facing internal wall of the 
great hall. The stonework is not o much in evidence here as on the south elevation, but most 
of that which does survive dates from the 15th century, the principal extent being at the west 
end of the elevation. This again is of green sandstone ashlar ranging from small to very large 
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size blocks (12). The principal medieval feature here is a tall blocked 15th-century window with 
a four-centred rere-arch and what appear to be the remains of a window seat within the 
embrasure. The other main medieval features in this elevation are the three main windows 
described under Elevation 1, which have Tudor rere-arches, and a full height extent of 
masonry immediately to the left (east) of the central window. 
 
At the western extremity of the elevation the wall (14) returns to the north to form the stub of 
the west end wall, which, despite a straight joint with the south wall, appears to be 
contemporary with the late 15th-century stonework. At the north end of this wall stub is a 
vertical section of 16th-century moulded stone which served as a jamb for a large high window, 
seemingly part of the Elizabethan remodelling. Contemporary with this feature is the blocking 
of the window at the west end of the south wall, and the insertion of the Tudor arch doorway 
described under Elevation 1. Internally this doorway has an ovolo–moulded surround and 
dripstone with a cyma recta moulded cornice hood. Further evidence for the 16th-century 
remodelling is to be found in the Sections of late 16th-century brickwork also survive on this 
elevation (8, 9, and 13) these are poorly fired, reddish orange in colour laid in English bond 
measuring c. 8 ins x 4 ins x 2 ins. 
 
Between this doorway and the blocked window is an anomalous area of masonry that requires 
comment.  The lower part of his space is infilled with 16th-century brickwork, above which is a 
large stone block with raking soffit turning in at the bottom to stand on one of the stepped 
jamb stones of the adjacent window embrasure. This stone is surmounted by a long stone 
block set at a raking angle of about 25 to the horizontal, its lower end towards the window 
embrasure, and its upper end, which is cut to the perpendicular, set against the east jamb of 
the inserted 16th-century doorway. It is bonded tightly within the surrounding stonework, in 
particular, the west end is seated within a block of stone cut specially to provide a housing. 
Further complication is to be found four stone courses above this stone where a joggled joint, 
apparently denotes a lintel over a former opening, now partially occupied by the 16th-century 
doorway. The impression gained from this area is of a low four-centred opening, possibly a 
fireplace, set beneath a triangular shaped relieving arch formed by two flat stones, the apex of 
which was itself set beneath a joggled lintel. This arrangement was later truncated by the 
insertion of the 16th-century doorway and the opening infilled with brick. 
 
Altogether, this structural arrangement is an unusual one, although there are good 15th-
century parallels for certain of the masonry details. Thus, joggled joints, of a type, were used 
in a similar manner at Tutbury Castle in the South Tower of 1442-50, where they appear over 
the fireplace lintels, and in the North Tower of 1457- c.1460, where they are to be found over 
the lintels of the window embrasures. Triangular relieving arches are known from the great 
tower of Ashby de la Zouche of c. 1480 over fireplace and window lintels. Clearly both these 
elements were part of the repertoire of 15th-century masons in the Midlands, and so there is no 
good archaeological reason why they should not be considered as part of the medieval fabric at 
Beaudesert. 
 
Corresponding with the chimney stack on Elevation 1 are the remains of a fireplace, with a 
rendered brick lintel and brick relieving arch, brickwork of similar character being carried up to 
full height and occupying the entire width between the central and western of the great hall 
upper windows, and extending beneath the western window for about two thirds of its width.  
All this brickwork appears to date from the early 20th-century restoration of the house and 
helps to confirm the proposed early 20th-century rebuilding of the lower part of the chimney 
stack and the area of walling to the east of it (see Elevation 1 above). 
 
To the left (east) of the central window, most of the elevation has been rebuilt or refaced in 
brick. Areas of early brickwork survive (6 and 8), and the 16th-century arch at ground floor 
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level, and jamb at first floor level, described under Elevation 1, are also visible here. but much 
of the material belongs to the 19th or 20th century (3, 5, 7, and 8a) 
 
Elevation 3 (Fig 9; plates 14 to 17)
 
This elevation, which is entirely constructed of brick, formed the south face of the north wall of 
the great hall. This might suggest that it would have a core contemporary with the south wall 
of the great wall (elevations 1 and 2), but amongst the many structural phases there is no 
evidence of any medieval fabric. In this respect, it must also be noted that the westernmost 
section of the wall collapsed in recent months revealing a large straight joint and a rubble brick 
core. Beneath this collapse is the remnant of a brick arch with a cut stone fill. 
 
The earliest phase fabric, which appears to date from the late 16th century, consists of a thin 
brownish red brick laid in English bond. This is to be found to the right (east) of centre in a 
small area close to ground level (10), and in larger expanses on western side and at the top of 
the elevation (7). At the upper east corner of this section is a segmental arch, possibly the 
remains of a window, consisting of one row of stretchers surmounted by one row of headers.  
 
The rest of the brickwork in this elevation is 19th century in character, although there are 
several different phases. 6 is a 19th-century section of red brick laid in English bond measuring 
9¼ins x 4½ins 2 ins, whilst 5 above is similar in size but more orange in colour and dates 
from the 19th-century (9) is of late 19th/early 20th-century well-fired red brick laid in English 
bond with intermittent bands of blue brick measuring 9¼ins x 4¼ins x 3ins.  
 
Another feature of note on this wall is a 19th-century semi-circular arched culvert just visible 
above ground level.  
 
Elevation 6 (Fig 9; Plate 18)
 
This elevation, which is to the rear of Elevation 3, is also completely built out of red brick, but 
has no correspondence with the south face owing to it having been built up against the north 
face of the great hall north wall, thereby obscuring its outer face, parts of which can be seen 
peeping up above the top of Elevation 6. A patch of early brickwork laid in English bond 
survives low down at the west end of the wall, where it is abutted by elevation 5, but the 
greater part of this face is constructed of mid- to late 19th-century orangey red brick (9¼ ins x 
4¼ ins x 2  ins) laid in English bond. High up in the elevation a double row of headers 
denotes a horizontal joint, above which are bricks of different character, signifying that the 
facing was constructed in two separate phases. Evidence of a first-floor chamber, straddling 
these two main brick phases, is to be found on the right-hand (west) side of the elevation in 
the form of a row of joist sockets and a wall scar which define a an area of plastering. This 
room seems to have been entered from a first-floor doorway at the south end of elevations 4 
and 5. 
 
6.3 The West Range East Wall 
 
Elevation 4 (Fig 9; Plate 19)
 
This west-facing elevation has also been subject to recent collapse, prior to which it butted 
against the north wall of the great hall. The elevation is largely made up of late 16th-century 
poorly-fired red brick laid in English bond measuring 9 ins x 4 ins x 2¼ins (3). To the right-
hand (south) side of the elevation, at ground level, there is an alcove or blocked entrance 
approximately 1.3m wide.  
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Elevation 5 (Fig 9; Plate 20)
 
This is the east-facing rear of Elevation 4. A straight joint clearly exhibits that the south end of 
the wall abuts Elevation 6. Elevation 5 is largely composed of late 16th-century orangey red 
brick (9ins x 4 ins x 2¼ins) laid in English bond (3). Large amounts of surviving render 
suggest that some areas were completely covered at one time. Towards the right-hand (north) 
side of the elevation a vertical line of disturbance in the brickwork rising to first-floor level are 
probably best interpreted as a wall scar. On the left-hand (south) side of the elevation at a 
height of approximately 2.2m above ground level is a row of six blocked square openings, and, 
below the two northernmost, a patch of 19th-century well-fired smooth red brick, which 
contrasts with the 16th-century fabric. At the top left (south) of the elevation, at first-floor 
level, is the surviving south jamb of the doorway described under Elevation 4 (above). 
 
6.4 The Northwest Angle 
 
The core of the northwest angle of the ruins is made up of late 16th-century fabric, principally 
brick, with some coursed and dressed stonework, possibly reused material from the episcopal 
manor house. According to a plan of the first floor of Beaudesert Hall made in the late 18th-
century (Colvin 1985, 119) these surviving walls represent the external walls of two rooms, 
which on the first-floor comprised a bedroom and a servants’ room. Elevations 7 and 8 form 
the internal remains of these rooms, whilst Elevations 9 and 10 are external walls, or at least 
were when the aforementioned plan was drawn.  Again, there are a number of phases of repair 
and infill, normally executed in red brickwork.  
  
Elevation 7 (Fig. 10, Plate 21)
 
Elevation 7 represents the south-facing section of this northwest block, comprising a largely 
brick built internal face, and the stub of the former external west wall which breaks forward 
from the extreme left (west) of the elevation. This wall stub is made up of rubble stone and cut 
stone, and, particularly at ground-floor level, orangey red brickwork measuring 9 ins x 4¼ins 
x 2 ins.  
 
Ground-floor level has been subject to much alteration and infill, and little of the original 
brickwork survives, having been largely replaced with late 18th/early 19th-century orangey red 
brickwork (7), 8¾ins x 4ins x 2 ins, with some blue brick inclusions, laid in a random bond. 
The main feature at ground-floor level is a fireplace which exhibits a number of phases, 
comprising a high and wide segmental arch opening which was later truncated, infilled and 
replaced by a lower and narrower segmental arch fireplace opening. The fill around this later 
opening (11) is also partially of blue brick, whilst the back section of the flue is made up of 
finely jointed ashlar stonework. It would seem likely that the original fireplace was added here 
as part of improvements in the late 18th-century, only to be downsized as taste and trends 
changed at a later date, at some stage in the 19th century.  
 
At first-floor level much of the early brickwork (4 and 5) has been retained, and although no 
particular bond can be discerned, it displays a heavy use of headers, to the extent of having 
several consecutive rows of headers in places, as found in the late 15th century at, for 
example, Kirby Muxloe Castle (gatehouse). Floor level here is demonstrated by a large central 
beam socket. In the west wall stub is the north jamb of a former window (1), similar in detail 
to that at the west end of the hall and probably of similar (late 16th century) date. Immediately 
to the east of this window, in the north wall, is a square-headed doorway (3) of well-executed 
ashlar with a chamfered surround, not obviously an insertion, because it sits well within the 
surrounding brickwork, but problematic as an original feature because it is in an external wall 
and is rebated on the exterior side, as though it gave access to a another chamber (see 
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Elevation 9 below for further discussion). At the right-hand (east) end of the elevation are the 
remains of a fireplace, which also appears to be much altered with three distinct brick fills on 
its back wall, including a square section of herringbone brickwork (6). There are few clues as 
to date, although it appears to cut the early brickwork and is shown on the late 18th-century 
plan.          
 
Elevation 8 (Fig. 10, Plate 22)
 
Elevation 8 has three distinct sections, the main central area being the internal face of an 
external west wall. To the right (north) the stub of the adjoining north wall breaks forward 
from the elevation, and, set back to the left (south), is the internal (east) face of the west wall 
described under Elevation 1. 
 
Areas of original late 16th-century brickwork (3) are still extant in the main section, although 
quantification is compromised by the fact that the elevation has been substantially obscured by 
rendering.  There has, however, been a good deal of replacement in late 19th/early 20th-
century well-fired orangey red brick laid in English bond, which is particularly evident at first-
floor level.  There are two main features: a roughly centrally placed doorway at both lower and 
upper levels. The ground-floor doorway has a timber lintel and the first-floor one a brick 
segmental arch, and appears to be contemporary with the surrounding late 19th/early 20th-
century brickwork. Neither appears in the late 18th-century plan, and both must be related to a 
19th or 20th-century phase to the north of this wing. 
 
The stub of the north wall (6) to the right (north) is of well-fired red brick laid in English bond, 
probably of 19th-century date. It is likely that this has represents refacing, however, because 
the wall incorporates the western jambs two windows with moulded stone surrounds (7), 
appear consistent with those of other windows at Beaudesert which have been assigned to the 
16th century. It is noteworthy that the positions of these windows do not correspond very well 
with the floor levels denoted by the joist sockets and doorways, so it is probable that the latest 
layout represents a major remodelling of this area. 
 
Most of the west wall to the right (south) is of a late 16th-century date. Ground-floor level is 
made up of a pale reddish orange brick measuring 9 ins x 4 ins x 2 ins laid in English bond 
(2), much of it coated in a creamy white render. The upper level (1) consists of cut sandstone 
blocks brought to courses interspersed with bands of brickwork. Much of the remainder of the 
elevation has been subject to repair and infill.  
 
Elevation 9 (Fig. 10, plates 23 and 24)
 
Elevation 9, which faces north, is on the other side of Elevation 7, and was originally an 
external wall. The main section to the right (west) is largely constructed of late 16th-century 
orangey red brickwork (9¼ins x 4¼ins x 2½ins) (6) laid in a random bond. However, it sits on 
a chamfered stone plinth incorporating a double-rebated basement window, and sections of 
coursed stonework (7), including much of the right-hand (west) angle. Immediately above the 
right-hand (west) jamb of the basement window there is a vertical joint in the fabric with a 
clear demarcation of stone to the right (west) and orangey-red 19th-century brick to the left 
(east). This structural division continues above the stonework to form a joint between the two 
phases of brickwork, its verticality becoming less regular as it approaches first-floor level, 
where it becomes obscured by patches of rendering; it is not evident in the fabric of the upper 
storey. To the right-hand (west) side of the elevation at first floor level is the other side of the 
doorway described under Elevation 7, above, which, on this side, has brick-faced stone jambs 
and a timber lintel. This doorway is understandable as 19th or 20th-century insertion for an 
extension to the north side of the block, but its appearance would be more appropriate  
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The left-hand (east) section of the elevation, which breaks forward from the main section, is 
the stub of an external wall which formerly extended further to the left (east). This is faced in 
a well fired red brick laid in what appears to be Flemish bond. The sides of the two sections of 
moulded stone window jambs (9) described under Elevation 8 are also exposed here. Scarring 
on the right-hand (western edge) denotes the former position of a north-extending wall, the 
footings of which consist of stone blocks. Ground level is supported by a rolled steel joist (3) at 
basement level which is in turn supported by a low brick and stone wall (5) extending 
eastwards.  
 
Elevation 10 (Fig. 10, plates 25 and 26)
 
Elevation 10, which lies to the rear of Elevation 7, facing north, is composed of two sections, 
the left-hand (north) one being set back from the right-hand (south) one. The right-hand 
section is of coursed and square stone blocks and incorporates a number of put-log holes. The 
character is not inconsistent with a medieval date, although there are no real confirmatory 
details, and the masonry is quite different from the 15th-century work in the south wall of the 
great hall. Equally this wall could represent 16th-century fabric, perhaps re-using medieval 
stonework, although this itself is slightly at odds with what was essentially a brick house. 
 
The lower courses of the north side of this elevation are also of sandstone blocks brought to 
courses. The rest of the wall, apart from areas of 19th-century brick infill (3) and (4) infill is 
faced in orangey-red brick laid in Flemish bond and struck pointed in the Georgian style (2). 
The wall is pierced by doorways at ground and first-floor levels, described under Elevation 8. 
Beam sockets at first-floor level are related to a structure previously situated to the north and 
west.  
 
6.5 The Medieval House: Architectural Character and Context  
 
The survey has confirmed that despite the vicissitudes of 500 years, the ruins of Beaudesert 
Hall include a significant fragment of the medieval episcopal manor house in the form of the 
south wall of the great hall. Although the date of the building is not known to be documented, 
the architectural character of the south wall points to the late fifteenth century. The high 
quality smooth-faced ashlar is of comparable quality to that of other fifteenth-century great 
houses in the region, e.g. Wingfield Manor House, Derbyshire (c.1440- c.1446), the south and 
north towers of Tutbury Castle (1442-50 and 1457-c.1460) 15 miles to the northeast, or the 
great tower of Ashby de la Zouche Castle (c. 1474), 21 miles to the east. Most noteworthy 
amongst the stone details are the late fifteenth-century principal side windows, which combine 
square-heads without labels, sunken spandrels, trefoil-headed upper lights and segmental-
pointed lower lights. The depressed four-centred and Tudor forms of the rere-arches are also 
compatible with a date in the fifteenth century.1 
 
Although the physical remains of the medieval house are slight, they are sufficient to tell us 
something of its character and layout. Regarding the great hall, the south windows would, of 
course, have been replicated in the original north wall. If the chimney in the centre of the 
south side is an insertion then we can probably assume that in the fifteenth century there was 
an open hearth.2  
 

                                          
1 Although they were eschewed by the builders of the south and north towers of Tutbury Castle, both four-centred and 
Tudor arches appear in Wingfield Manor of c.1440- c.1446, and four-centred arches of a more pronounced character 
than that at Beaudesert were used at the castles of Ashby de la Zouche (1474) and Kirby Muxloe (1480). 
2 Open hearths were provided in the fifteenth-century great halls of Wingfield Manor and Ashby de la Zouche Castle. 
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In respect of its orientation, it is apparent that the upper end of the hall lay towards the west, 
a probability suggested by the blocked window, possibly an oriel, at the west end of the south 
wall, which seems to have been situated to light the dais, and allow the occupants a view of 
the exterior.3 The possible remains of a lateral fireplace to the east of this opening might have 
provided additional comfort for the denizens of the high table. 
 
If the upper end was to the west, it is almost certain that the principal access to the room 
would have been at the opposite end in one or both of the two side walls, so creating the 
traditional cross-passage, which is likely to have been screened from the hall. We cannot at 
present locate the position of this entrance more exactly: an early twentieth-century 
photograph showing this end of the hall prior to its demolition catches what appears to be the 
east jamb of a north doorway, beyond a screen, but this arrangement is almost certainly a 
20th-century creation, and it is probable that the medieval entrance lay either immediately to 
the west of the south fenestration or beneath the westernmost of these windows. We should, 
therefore, be thinking in terms of a hall no more than 20m in length. 

The hall would not have stood on its own, but would have been the focus of the usual 
appurtenances of a great house: kitchen and service rooms, chapel, the private apartments of 
the lord (in this case the bishop), and accommodation for administrative staff and other 
members of the extended household. Because the position of the hall is known, and assuming 
that the conventions of late medieval planning were followed, it is possible to make informed 
conjectures about the relative positions of some of these dependent structures. The services 
rooms, pertaining to the storage and preparation of food, including the pantry, buttery and 
kitchen would have lain beyond the lower (east) end of the hall with access from the east side 
of the cross-passage. The bishops’suite, on the other hand, would have been accessible from 
the upper end of the hall. Here again, recourse to an old photograph gives a clue, for there 
seems to have been a doorway with a four-centred arch at the north end of the west wall, and 
another arched entrance at the west end of the north wall, suggesting that there may have 
been connecting buildings both to the west and to the north. 
 
A fifteenth-century complex of such noble status as that suggested by the remains of the hall 
at Beaudesert is likely to have taken the form of a courtyard house, so the suggested position 
of the bishops’ private chambers would support the presence of a court on the north side of the 
hall. The site would have been a restricted one because the land falls away quite sharply some 
15m to north of the hall, but the position would have provided superb views of the chase, 
which may have been an inducement to site the private apartments on this side. It should be 
stressed, however, that this presumption of a northern courtyard does not preclude the 
possibility of a southern courtyard as well, particularly as the topography suggests that the 
natural approach to the site is from the south. As well as a gateway, such a forecourt is likely 
to have contained the lesser lodgings, stables and offices such as the brewhouse and 
bakehouse. 
 
It has been hinted above, in the descriptions of elevations 7 and 10, that the building at the 
north-west angle of the house could, conceivably, contain medieval material, perhaps both 
brick and stone, and that this might be another survival from the episcopal manor house. 
There is, as yet, no definitive answer, yet the building is well situated to have formed one 
angle of such a courtyard house as has been conjectured. The structure in question has 

                                          
3 Anthony Emery (2000) considers that this window would have lit the chamber block prior to it being incorporated into 
the hall in the sixteenth century; there is, however, no structural evidence for a transverse division at this position. 
Emery’s point that had the hall extended as far as the west wall it would have been unusually long for its width, is based 
on the assumption that the existing north wall marks the position of the medieval wall. The present wall, however, 
contains no medieval fabric and may be entirely a creation of the sixteenth-century.   
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something of the character of a tower, and, as such, would have formed an appropriate 
architectural component of a complex of this date and status.4 Situated on the edge of the 
northern slope, it would have provided an excellent vantage point from which to monitor the 
Chase. This is undoubtedly an aspect of the medieval house that requires further 
consideration. 
 
The significance of the late fifteenth-century house at Beaudesert, in regional terms, is that it 
represents one of the most important late medieval great houses in Staffordshire. Even though 
the upstanding remains are now confined to the much altered south wall of the hall, there is 
little doubt that the building was of high quality, and that it once covered a much larger area to 
form a high status residence comparable with Tutbury Castle and Pillaton Hall, the two main 
fifteenth century survivals in the county. On a broader canvas Beaudesert falls within 
Thompson’s ‘golden age for the construction of episcopal secular buildings’,5 and so has links 
with a group of courtyard houses erected during the last hundred years before the 
Reformation, which includes such edifices as Knole, Hatfield, Hampton and Fulham. Beaudesert 
Hall seems to represent the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield’s main contribution to this late 
medieval building phenomenon.  
 
These late medieval courtyard houses were characterised by coherent layouts and the use of 
brick. Only further archaeological work will elucidate the details of the plan, and although 
brickwork is much in evidence at Beaudesert, none has yet been definitively identified as being 
of medieval date. Nevertheless, even though the great hall was built in stone, given the 
proposed date of construction, it is quite possible that some of the other structures within the 
complex were of brick. The material had certainly been in use for residential buildings in the 
Midlands from the mid-fifteenth century onwards, and had become one of the principal building 
materials for high class domestic buildings by the last quarter of the century, being used at 
Tattershall Castle, Lincolnshire (1434); Kirby Muxloe, Leicestershire (c.1480); St John’s 
Hospital, Lichfield, Staffordshire (1495); and Hamstall Hall, Staffordshire (c.1500). Here again, 
only further archaeological work will draw a clearer picture. 
 
6.6 Later Phases 

Apart from the medieval structures, the other elements of the standing remains seem to 
belong, in origin at least, to the construction of Paget’s late 16th-century mansion, despite its 
substantial demolition, and the survey has thrown some extra light upon the replacement of 
the manor house by its successor. It does, for example, seem that the great hall was even 
more substantially altered than has been generally recognised, the former north wall 
seemingly demolished and replaced to produce a narrower hall than the 15th-century original. 
The substantial alterations to the north wall have obscured the 16th-century scheme, although 
the very fact that the great hall was largely demolished suggests that the retention of the 
south wall had little to do with reverence for the past, and more to do with emphasising the 
present. 
 
While the north wall tells us little about the 16th-century phase, fabric from this period survives 
within the south wall. This is on the whole represented by thin orangey red brick laid in English 
bond, by the sandstone ashlar of the chimney stack, by the blocking of the late 15th-century 
high four-centred arch window which lit the west end of the hall, and by the moulded stone 
window jamb surviving on the stub of the west wall. It is clear that Paget extended the hall 
eastwards using red brick with cut sandstone dressings to meet his east-facing Elizabethan 

                                          
4 Midlands domestic towers from this late medieval period include Tattershall Castle, Wingfield Manor House, Tutbury 
Castle, Ashby de la Zouche Castle, Kirby Muxloe Castle, and Hamstall Hall. 
5 M. Thompson, Medieval Bishops’ Houses in England and Wales (1998), 143. 
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mansion. In addition the core of elevations 4 to 6 also date from this late 16th-century phase, 
as well as much of the northwest angle even though it may contain earlier material. 
 
There does not appear to be much surviving evidence of any of the remodelling work carried 
out by Wyatt in the late 18th-century, and Joseph Potter’s hand is similarly elusive having been 
almost completely erased by the reconstruction carried out in the 20th century, after the 1909 
fire, which is to a great extent represented by distinctive smooth-faced dark red brick as well 
as fine quality stone in keeping with the south elevation of the hall.  
 
7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Documentary Survey 

Something that became very apparent during the interpretation of the quite complex fabric 
was the lack of a detailed historical study, even though a substantial body of documents 
appears to survive, including architectural plans, photographs, and other illustrations.  It is 
possible that the broad chronology established for the standing remains as a result of the 
fieldwork, could be refined, interpretation augmented, and the presentation of the site given a 
more authoritative basis through recourse to such a study. It is strongly recommended, 
therefore, that a documentary study be undertaken with particular reference to the Paget 
family papers and illustrative sources.  
 
Geological Analysis 
 
Secondly, there were several phases, and several types of masonry, which have been 
distinguished visually in this analysis, but which could provide more information and greater 
certainty in the phasing if they were subjected to scientific analysis. For this reason, then, it is 
recommended that a programme of sampling and analysis is implemented. 

Further Archaeological Work  

When making recommendations for further archaeological work at Beaudesert Hall, there are a 
number of important factors to consider, primarily the related issues of health and safety, and 
target audience. The precarious and dangerous nature of parts of the ruin must be taken into 
account both for any future archaeological work and the subsequent exhibition of the site to 
the public. With regard to the public, it is envisaged that the ruins and gardens of Beaudesert 
Hall will be utilised as a heritage educational tool by the Beaudesert Trust. Here health and 
safety should be paramount meaning that non-contact off-site interpretational tools and media 
should be explored.  
 
Future archaeological work, then, should be carried out both with a view to assisting our 
understanding of the significance of the site, and to acting as an educational tool for 
demonstrating the archaeological process and the historical development of the site to the 
target audience. In order to achieve these dual objectives it is recommended that the following 
be considered.  
 

Survey, Evaluation and Excavation. The recent clearance of vegetation has revealed 
that there is a high potential for the presence of underground archaeology. Depending 
on future plans for the site under the Conservation Management Plan it may be 
necessary to carry out a programme of archaeological evaluation or excavation at the 
site. This should ideally be preceded by an in depth topographical/ geophysical survey 
with the results and rectified onto existing plans, thus focusing any archaeological work. 
Again health and safety needs to be considered in these plans as the concrete 
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underpinning of the site has seriously affected the ruins structurally. In addition it may 
be of benefit to dig exploratory trenches to determine the location of the cellars and 
subsurface walls if these would assist in contributing to our overall understanding of the 
site, again these should be carried out at a safe distance from the upstanding remains.  

 
Worked stone inventory. Following a walkover of the site it is apparent that there is a 
good deal of worked stone lying about in the environs of the ruins. It would be a useful 
aid to our understanding of the development of the site to record this resource in a 
worked stone inventory, and the project could prove suitable as part of an outreach 
programme.

Render stripping. For interpretative purposes it may be useful to strip the large 
section of 20th-century render from the west side of the south elevation of the hall. This 
is a very important section of the structure and it would assist a greater understanding 
of the hall to record the stonework beneath, and help in our understanding of the 
blocked medieval openings (window and putative fireplace) beneath it. This stripping 
would need to be monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist and would need to be 
appropriately recorded. This may necessitate further laser scanning and the production 
of stone by stone drawings. 

 
3D modelling  

The precarious nature of the ruins means that it is likely that more innovative ways will be 
explored to interpret and display the site to its target audience. The most successful way of 
doing this would be to produce a series of 3D models of the building. This would be highly 
visual and would be an excellent educational and interpretative tool. This 3D modelling could 
include: 
 

Laser scan data. Utilising the existing laser scan data to produce a 3D model of the 
remains in their basic landscape context, including an animation and display of the ruins 
as they are currently. 

3D reconstruction. Producing a 3D reconstruction of the building utilising the laser 
scans of the remains, historic photos and paintings would be an invaluable interpretive 
tool. 

3D recording of the below ground remains. It may be useful to carry out a full 3D 
recording of the below ground remains during excavation using a laser scanner. These 
could be integrated into any 3D model and would be a useful educational and 
interpretative tool for the target audience. 
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