
Report on Roman P otters’ Marks found 
in Chester.

B y  A. G. K. HAYTER, M.A., F.S.A.

I. ON GAULISH SIGILLATA (SAMIAN).

HE manufacture of this ware, which was already 
flourishing in Gaul before the Claudian conquest 
of Britain, continued until shortly after the 
middle of the 3rd Century a . d . One hundred 

and ninety seven marks have been noted- nineteen on 
decorated and one hundred and seventy-eight on plain 
vessels.

The preponderance of early stamps is the main point to 
emphasize. In Table I [see pp. 4-5], out of 175 marks which 
can be more or less definitely assigned to different potteries, 
93, i.e. more than half, come from the earliest potteries, 
those of Southern Gaul. Lezoux, which is conspicuous for 
its 2nd Century export to Britain, is limited to forty at the 
outside. These with ten other stamps make up a total of fifty 
assignable to Mid Gaul. Thus the Chester Sigillata imports 
are practically confined to those two districts. The 
remaining potteries can claim only 31 stamps among them. 
Trier, Heiligenberg and the prolific factories of Rheinzabem, 
which supplied such masses of pottery to the Roman forts 
on the German Limes, are represented by a bare dozen 
examples. Even the Scottish fort of Newstead with its 131 
stamps has produced some ten Rheinzabern and eight East 
Gaulish or Moselle potters.
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The dating of the potters by Table II [see p. 6], is still 
more striking. Unlike Silchester there is at present no 
evidence of the use of Sigillata in Chester before the advent 
of the legions. But, though this class of pottery was 
imported for about 220 years, 109 out of 191 datable stamps 
belong to the first seventy years of the Roman dominion, 
and the majority of these to the still shorter period of the 
Flavians and Trajan [69-117 a .d . ] .  In this connection a 
curious parallel is afforded by the mortaria stamps, none of 
which is probably later than the early years of the 2nd 
Century. This decrease in the importation of Sigillata during 
2nd Century requires explanation. It may be due to a more 
extensive use of coarse wares and especially to the revival of 
local British potteries.

As would be expected from the evidence of Tables I and 
II, the earlier shapes predominate1 [see Table III on p. 7], 
especially the plate Drag. 18 and the transitional form 18/31. 
One very small specimen of Drag. 33 [S. p. 141] has an almost 
convex exterior. Drag. 27, which overlaps both 1st and 2nd 
Centuries, has the largest total. Only ten examples are 
noted on the essentially 2nd1 Century dish, Drag. 31. The late 
2nd Century dish, Drag. 32, so much used by Rheinzabern 
potters, has only two stamps. Three unusual forms are each 
represented by one example. A large, deep, flat bottomed 
dish [S. p. 142] and a plate with a quarter round fillet 
[Viertelrundstab] on the inside angle [S. p. 156] are 
assignable to the end of the 1st Century. A smaller, thick 
dish, also with a flat base [S. p. 158] belongs to the 2nd 
Century. All three types are recorded at Newstead.

On referring to the List of Stamps it will be noticed that 
six of the nineteen decorated marks are from graffiti on the 
original moulds. That of MEMORIS [S. d. II] is very 
rare. Mr. Atkinson can only cite one further example 
besides the two described by him in the Samian hoard from 
Pompeii [J. R. S. IV., i, (1914) pp. 36, 40],

1 Practically no more than seven shapes are here used for the 
potters’ marks. Drag. 30 is unrepresented.
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Rare stamps on plain ware are those of AMBITOVT 
MA [? ]  [S. p. 9], COCATVSI . F, circular [S. p. 34], 
SVRBVRO [S. p. 125], NATONVS F [S. p. 87].

Of the following potters more than one stamp has been 
identified : —

Vitalis seven, Albus five, Rufinus five [possibly six], 
Memor four, Apronius, Calvus, Passenus, Patricius [two 
different potters], Paullus [probably two different potters] 
Primus and Rufus three each, CR two [possibly three], and 
Albinus, Burdo, Cintusmus, Cocuro, Dagomarus, Dontio, 
Felix, Firmus, Frontinus, Labio, Taxtucissa, Logirnus, 
Mercator, Muxtullus, Peculiaris, Pont[i]us, Sacrapo[u], 
Severus and Sinturu two each.

On a dish of late 1st or early 2nd Century date 
[S. p. 114] the name of the owner, Fabius Verus, has been 
clearly scratched.

At
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TABLE I.

POTTERIES OR DISTRICTS REPRESENTED.

A. GAUL. No. of Marks.
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(a) South Gaul—

La Graufesenque . . . 59

La Graufesenque [uncertain] - 4

Montans - - - - - 3

Montans [uncertain] - - 5

La Graufesenque and Montans - 9

Banassac [ ?] - - - - 1

Site unknown - - - - 7

Site unknown [uncertain] - - 5

— 93

(b) M id  Gaul—

Lezoux - - - - - 32

Lezoux [uncertain] . . . 7

Lezoux or Blickweiler [East Gaul] 1

Site unknown - - - - 7

Site unknown [uncertain] - - 3

— 50

(c) South or M id G aul - - - 3

(d) M id Gaul or H eiligenberg - - 1

(e) Gallia Belgica - - - - 1
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TABLE I.—continued.

GAUL—contin ued. No. of Marks.
(f) East Gaul—

Les Allieux [ ?] - - - 1

Luxeuil - - - - - 1

Site unknown - - - - 13

Site unknown [uncertain] - - 2

— 17

(g) E ast Gaul or G allia Belgica - 2

(h) East Gaul or G ermania - . 2

B. GERMANIA.

Rheinzabern . . . .  6

Total identified 175

C. Un k n o w n .................................................  5

D. Too D efective for I dentification - 17

Total 197
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TABLE II.

Dating by Potters’ M arks and Shapes of V essels.
No. of Marks.

1st Century—

Pre-Flavian [before 69 A.D.] - - 2

Late Nero-Vespasianic [60-81 A.D.] - 6

Flavian [69-96 a.d .] - - - 36

1st Century [no closer dating obtainable] 6
— 50

L ate 1st— Early 2nd Century . . .  49

2nd Century—

1st half - - - - - -  26

2nd half [or Antonine] . . .  32

2nd Century [no closer dating obtainable] 20
— 78

L ate 2nd—Early 3rd Century - 2

Datable Marks—Total - 190

Undatable Marks—Total - 7

Total Marks - - - 197
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TABLE HI.

SUMMARY OF SHAPES USED.

A. Decorated W are— No.
Drag. 2 9 ........................................................7
Drag. 3 7 ......................................................12

— 19

B. Peain W are—
Drag. 1 8 ......................................................42
Drag. 18. Large, deep, flat bottomed.

Type, Newstead, pi. xxxix., 6, 1st
Century  1

Drag. 1 8 / 3 1 .............................................16
cf. Drag. 15. Plate with quarter round 

fillet. Type, Wroxeter 1913, p. 43,
No. 83, or Hofheim No. 4, or New
stead, pi. xxxix, 2. Last quarter 1st
Century .............................................. 1

Drag. 2 7 ......................................................59
Drag. 31 - - - - - -  10
Dish, thick, flat bottomed. Type, New

stead, pi. xp., 23, 2nd Century - 1
Drag. 3 2 ........................................................2
Drag. 33 - - - - - -  33
Uncertain shapes - - - - -  13

—  178

Total of shapes bearing stamps 197

Note.—The principal shapes above mentioned are drawn 
on Plate 1.







TYPES OF S IG ILLATA  (SAMIAN) VESSELS.

DRAG. 29 DRAG. 37

B. PLAIN.

D rag . 18 D ish  w it h  q u a r t e r  r o u n d  f il l e t

DRAG. 31 ( - L u o  SBI D r a g . 27

D r ag  32 DRAO. 33



OUst of potters’ flDarfes (Stamps or (Brafffti) 

on Sigtllata (Samian) fount) at Chester.

Abbreviations: —
S. d. = List of Potters’ marks on Sigillata—decorated.
S. p. = List of Potters’ marks on Sigillata—plain.
Mus. =  The Grosvenor Museum, Chester.
R.N. = Professor Robert Newstead.
K.C.T. =K ing Charles’ Tower.
Dech. =Dechelette, Les Vases ornis ceramiques de la 

Gaule Romaine.
The principal shapes (numbered according to 

Dragendorff) are shown on plate 1.

B



10 ROMAN POTTERS’ MARKS IN CHESTER

I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

A. MARKS ON

S.d.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

•Shape.*
How and where 

impressed. Pottery.

1 B V T R i o 37 Raised letters perpen
dicularly in decora
tion

Lezoux 
(Mid Gaul)

2 CESO RIN  1 ^ (5 1 ^ 37 Sunk letters on label, 
vertically in decora
tion

Lezoux

3 |CINNAt)/tI CP 37
large

Raised letters perpen
dicularly in decora
tion

Lezoux

4 ( L c ^ s i 37
small

Raised letters in deco
ration

South Gaul 
(La Gran- 
fesenque 1)

5 A 3
37

large
Graffito on mould, up

side down below 
decoration

Lezoux

G S i O
Graffito on mould, up

side down below 
decoration

Lezoux

7 ({ C F R M N I  o p
29 Inside on base. =  

GERMANIOF
FOR scratched under 

base

Graufesenque

* N o t e .—The Dragendorff shapes are shown on plate 1.
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SIGIELATA (SAMIAN). 

DECORATED SIGIEEATA.

Details of 
Decoration. Dating. Site or Source. Collec

tion.

Style: metopes 
Types: D6ch. 179a, 

‘ 327, 449a

1st half of 2nd Cent.
Uses Drag. 67. (Trajanic at 

latest)
Not later than 140 A.D. 

(Koenen p. 90)

Williams Collec
tion, No. 175

Mus.

Style: metopes and 
panels

Types: Dech. 54a, 
326 (larger), 1050, 
1051 (smaller) 

Ovolo: tassel 1/ 
attached to ^
1. side of festoon

Antonine 140-180 A.D. 
(Newstead) Associated 
finds :
Stamps : Cinnamus, 

Caratillus
Coins : 2, Hadrian (117- 

138 A.D.)

Hunter Street, 
Site 8, 1914

R.N.

Style: metopes and 
panels

Types : Dech. 656, 
950a

General date : 120-170 A.D.
(esp. mid. 2nd Cent.) 

Antonine 140-180 A.D. 
(Newstead)

Associated finds : see Ces- 
orini (No. 2)

Hunter Street, 
Site 8, 1914

R.N.

Styles: panels 
Types: wild hoar 1., 

small fan-shaped 
plant (not in Dech.)

About 80-115 A.D. (Domi- 
tian-Trajan)

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street t

R.N.

Style : free (1)
Types: Dech. 799 

(smaller), 960 bis.

Probably 1st half of 2nd 
Cent.

Before 150 A.D. (Wroxeter 
1914 p. 40)

Forest House, 
October 1905

Mus.

Style : free 
Types: Dech. 799, 

808, 809, 960 bis., 
970 (larger)

See preceding mark (No. 5) Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.

In lower zone : semi
circular wreath, as 
in Knorr, Rottweil, 
Y.l (with Germanus’ 
stamp)

About 60-85 A.D. (esp. 
Flavian)

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

Mus.

f  Excavations on this site 1903, 1914, et seq.

BB
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

A. MARKS ON

S.d.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape.*
How and where 

impressed. Pottery.

8 O F LA B IO 29 Inside on base La
Graufesenque

9 [laxtJv c i s i o 37 Graffito of Laxtucis-s-a 
(?), upside down, 
done in mould— 
below decoration

Lezoux

10 A 'U V j / ' i t y 37 Graffito reversed, in 
mould below decor
ation— MOXSI VS 
mis-read MARSIVS 
in B.M. Communi
cation, Chester 
Arch. Soc. J. N.S. 
viii., 98

Lezoux 
(Dech. 288

11 37
small

Graffito upside down 
on mould below 
decoration. =

MEMORIS

La
Graufesenque

12 OF PA22ENI 29 Inside on base La
Graufesenque

13 OF- PONTI 29 Inside on base La
Graufesenque

14 Q.VINTILIANI M 37
| small

Sunk letters on raised 
label horizontally 
reversed in decor
ation

Lezoux

* Noth.— The Dragendorff shapes are shown on plate 1.
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

DECORATED SIGILLATA.

Details of 
Decoration. Dating. Site or Source. Collec

tion.

Probably pre Flavian only 
( = before 69 A.D.) 
Ritterling, Hofheim 249

St. Anne’s St., 
1914

R.N.

Style : large scroll 
Types: Dech. 153 

(pelta only), 157, 
1109a, 1153, 1167

1st half of 2nd Cent., 
Wroxeter 1923, p. 30

Williams Collec
tion, No. 173

Mus.

Style: metopes and 
panels

Types: Dech. 1153 
(Lezoux) and New- 
stead, p. 221, No. 6 
(spiral)

Probably middle of 2nd 
Cent.

New Baths, 
Foregate St., 
March, 1900

Mus.

Style : cf. J.R.S. iv. i. 
(1914) pi. xiv., 74, 
bowl by same potter 

Types: Dech. 603, 
604, 1017

About 60-80 A.D. (possibly 
longer)

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.

Style : In lower zone ; 
scroll with

80-110 A.D. (Wroxeter, 
1913). But this bowl 
not later than c. 90 A.D.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

Mus.

Late 1st Cent. This bowl 
before c. 90 A.D.

Ex Vernon Col
lection, Jan., 
1910

R.N.

Style: Panels divided 
by zigzag lines with 
rosettes of eight 
petals

Types : Dech. 909 
(larger)
small lion r., 4 not 
boar 1., r in 
bear or boar J Dech.

2nd Cent., probably 
Antonine

New Baths, 
August, 1900

Mus.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

A. MARKS ON

S.d.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape.*
How and where 

impressed. Pottery.

15 O F  RVFINI 29 Inside on base La
Graufeseuque

16 F. RVFl N 29 Inside on base La
Graufesenque

17. 0  S E V E R t : 29 Inside on base La
Graufesenque

UN CERTAIN MARKS.

18 A c u t 37 Sunk letters on raised 1 Banassac
/ label horizontally 

in decoration at 
bottom
1 =  B IRAC ILL  (i)
but stamp usually 
larger

19 37 Graffito on mould, Lezoux
upside down below 
decoration and 
touching foot 
=  CR/ reversed 
maybe (a) complete 
mark, see Nos. 5, 
6 on page 8., or (b) 
fragment of a longer
name

# Note.—The Dragendorff shapes are shown on plate 1.
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

DECORATED SIGILLATA.

Details of 
Decoration. Dating. Site or Source. Collec

tion.

Forest House, Mus.
Foregate St.,

About 60-85 A.D. Dated: 1904

Types: Dech. 1017, 80-100 A.D., Newstead, 
p. 240

75-100 A.D., Wroxeter,
Hunter Street, R.N.

1036 (larger), and 
lion in J.R.S. iv. i.

1914

1914, pi. vii., 36, 
on bowl by same

1914

potter y

Style : In lower zone ; 80-120 A.D., Wi-oxeter, Presented by Mus.
leaves m 1912 and 1914 Rev. F. A.

/ f t 80-100 A.D., Newstead Potts, Chester
w This bowl not later than Arch. Society

c. 90 A.D. Collection

Style : free (1) Biracillus—late 1 st—early Co-operative R.N.
Type: Dech. 909 2nd C. Dated: 80-110 Stores, Fore-

(larger) A.D., Wroxeter, 1912 gate Street

Style: metopes and 2nd Cent., A.D. Co-operative R.N.
panels Stores, Fore-

Types: Dech. 656 gate Street
(mask only), 753, 
both of Lezoux

Note. Type 753 used
by Cinnamus
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff,

Shape. Details.

1 A E S T IV I M 27 Large ; Glaze : light brownish red

2 A k B A M / K ^ J 18 Very large ; within hatched ring ; 
lettering: small

3 yAkBl 18 Glaze : dark red, matt.; lettering : 
small

i / , \ U l £  ( a * v 4 ) 27 Small; Glaze : bright
1 =  ALBI FE (sic) cf. C.I.L. xiii. 
10010, 78 a.b.

5 /M B I t 27 Small; Glaze : bright
6 OF A E B i 18

7 A LB I M — Wax impression in possession of 
Professor R. Newstead

8 A L B  IN y 27 Large ; lettering : larger

9 A M B I T O V M A 33 Very large, thin; Glaze : dark brown 
red. Cup almost complete; 
diameter 8|in., height tin.

10 OF APR© 27 Small; Glaze : brownish red

11 OF APR.0 27 Glaze: pale brownish red ; lettering: 
small

S.p.=Sigillata plain.
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source.

Lezoux Dated: 150-190 A.I)., 
Puddg. Pan Rock

Williams Collec
tion, No. 212

South Gaul
(1 La Graufesenque)

Albanus: 35-85 A.I). 
(Carlisle M. p. 63, Note)

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

City Road, near 
Bank of L’pool, 
Aug.-Nov., ’99

Eastgate Street

" La Graufesenque End of 1st Cent., 3 R. L. 
Stockstadt, p. 100; 
dated: 80-110 A.D., 
Wroxeter, 1913

Eastgate Street
Co-operative 

Stores, Fore
gate Street

>

La Graufesenque Albinus : probably late 1st 
and early 2nd Cent.

King Charles’ 
Tower, fr. East- 
gate Street, S.

Eastgate Street

Gaulish =  AMBITOVT(i) MA
(rare potter), 2nd Cent., 
probably Antonine (New- 
stead, p. 231)

Saddle Inn, 
Grosvenor 
Road

1 South Gaul
'(L. APRON Montans)

=  OF APRONI
Dated : 90-105 A.D. ' 
(Corbridge, 1912, p. 43)

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

Infirmary Field, 
Site 30, Sep
tember, 1914. 
Not associated 
with burials

Collec
tion.

Mus.

R.N.

Mus.

R.N.

R.N.
R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

K.C.T.

Mus.

R.N.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

s.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

12 A U L I 18 Glaze: brownish red

13 ATTILLA/2 F 31
Lud. Sa.

High cone, thick bowl

14 A T T IV J / 27 Glaze : light red

15 [A V r 31 Glaze : matt; lettering : small

16 / ' E N T I N T I M 18/31 Stamped within hatched ring
=  AVENT IN I M

17 AV IT l • M  jj 18/31 Glaze: orange red

18 B E L IN  ICCI • M 33 Small; lettering : small

19 B I T V R fX F - 18 Glaze: good

20 BOXVW//// 18 =  BORILLI OF

21 / / C C W S F 27 Glaze : bright, orange red ; largish 
lettering =  BVCCIVS F 
scratched under base +
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

La Graufesenque and 
Montans

=  ATI LI FE (sic) cf. C.I.L. 
xiii. 10010, 195 a. Pro
bably late 1st and early 
2nd Cent.

Mus.

Rheinzabern 2nd half of 2nd Cent. 
Reubel, p. 15

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

Mus.

La Graufesenque Not later than Trajan 
(d. 117 A.D.)

New Baths, 
August, 1900

Mus.

(South or) Mid Gaul =  A VC ELL A Probably 
2nd Cent. A.D.

New Baths, 
October, 1900

Mus.

Lezoux 2nd Cent. 140-180 A.D. 
(Newstead, p. 231)

New Baths, 
March, 1900

Mus.

La Graufesenque Probably late 1st or early 
2nd Cent. Vespasianic— 
Knorr, Rottweil

do. do. Mus.

Gaulish Antonine—at Newstead 
and Barhill

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

Mus.

Gaulish 1 2nd Cent. do. do. Mus.

Lezoux Antonine— 140-180 A. Lb 
Newstead

New Baths, 
November, 
1900

Mus.

Mid Gaul (Oelmann) ? 2nd Cent. Mus.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

s.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

22 B V R D O  NS 33 Scratched under base
' ' f *  = BVRDO (nis) M

23 O P  C A k 27 t =  OF CALDI or CALVI
Associated finds: stamps,
OF PATRIC, LOGIR/ and coin; 
Vespasian, Av. (Cohen 181, date 
77-8 A.D.)

24 O  fC A l't 27 Large ; doubtful whether identical 
with next potter

25 §FCALV^3 18 Small, diameter fiiVin.; glaze: bright

26 g>F CALVj^ 18

27 O F C A L V l 18

28 C A / V T O A A j 18/31 Lettering: rather small
=  CANTOMALLI

29 C A R  A T lL t|' 31 =  CARATILL(us)F ?
For Associated finds, see S.d. 2, 3.

30 J A V W  • M

( only one letter 
missing)

32 =  CAVTI M. Poor, much rubbed. 
Glaze : pale orange red
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. OatiDg. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

Mid Gaul

La Graufesenque

South Gaul
(La Graufesenque)

La Graufesenque

1 Mid Gaul

Lezoux

Gaulish (1E.)

Probably 1st half of 2nd 
Cent.

1st Cent., probably late

Late 1st Cent. (G.P.O. Lon
don, Arch. lxvi. 256)

Dated: 90-110 A.D., 
Wroxeter, 1913, p. 33, 
90-105 A.D., Corbridge, 
1912, p. 43

1 2nd Cent., 1st half. Rare 
in Britain; only noted 
at Leicester

140-180 A.D., Newstead; 
150-190 A.D., Puddg. 
Pan Rock

Probably 2nd Cent. First 
example noted in Britain

Presented by Mus. 
Rev. F. A.
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Water Tower R.N. 
Street, near 
Northgate,
1914

Presented by Mus 
Rev. F. A.
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Williams Collec- Mus. 
tion, No. 208

“ Fr Olonne Gr 
1884 ”

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Hunter Street, 
Site 8, 1914

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Mus.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Drapff.

Shape. Details.

31 C-RESIA/' 33 =  CHRESIM(i). Rather small cup,
domed base

32 C» H T -V C  ^ N ! 33 =  Cl NTVGEN1. Rather small cup,
slightly coned base

33 C IN T V S M - 33 =  CINTVSM(I). Large cup

34 C O C A T V S J 1 33 =  COCATVSI(us) F or
( circular) SICOCATV S F

JF* c.n C&n&t On flat thickish base, underside
X>iame/er ofljlam f,

~̂ S tn.

slightly coned. Glaze: good; 
lettering: small

35 C o C  VR.O -F 18 or 
18/31

Low cone

36 COCV R.0 • F 31 Glaze: light red

37 0  F  • C R  & 27 Small; Glaze : fine. Probably

.

=  OF CREST!

38 D A O O M A R V S F 33 Slightly coned base ; Glaze : poor,
dull

39 D E C V M M - /y( 18/31 =  DECVMINI M. Stamp within
1 hatched ring ; large dish
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued.

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

Montans On Drag. 29 (before 90 
A.D.), Wroxeter 1912 

On Drag. 37 (early), late 
1st or early 2nd Cent., 
Wroxeter, 1914

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

Mid Gaul (probably) 2nd Cent., at Newstead, 
probably 140-180 A.D.

do. do. Mus.

Lezoux Dating: 150-190 A.D. 
Pudding Pan Rock ; 
Antonine, Castlecary

do. do. Mus.

? Mid Gaul, but cf. 
CATVSI F circular 
fd. at Montans, S. 
Gaul

Only one other example 
known, also circular 
stamp in Clermont Mus., 
C.I.L. xiii., 10010, 595

Williams Collec
tion, No. 205

Mus.

|
-Probably Lezoux 2nd Century (? 1st half) -

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

“ 19” (sic) Mus.

La Graufesenque 75-85 A.D., Carlisle, Arch, 
lxiv. 299

80-110 A.D., Wroxeter, 
1914

Late 1st Cent., G.P.O., 
Arch, lxvi., pp. 258-261

Old Queen’s 
Head, Fore
gate Street, 
1904

Mus.

Montans, S.G., or 1 
(Lezoux)

80-100 A.D., Newstead; 
90-110 A.D., Wroxeter, 
1912

“  J. H. Spencer ” Mus.

Probably South Gaul 90-105 A.D., Corbridge 
Report, 1912, p. 43

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.



17 ROMAN POTTERS’ MARKS IN CHESTER

I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

s.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

40 d i v i c a t i  m 33 scratched over stamp ; 
Glaze: light red

41 DONN/VC F 27 =  DONNAVC(“s)F. Glaze: good

42 D O N T f OIIIC 27 = DONTIO FEC or
DONTI(onis) OFFIC(ina] 

Lettering: very small

43 ^ N T l OH! C' 27 Glaze : good ; lettering: very small

44 D o v n c c v S 18 = DOVECCVS. Stamp within 
faintly hatched ring

45 D R A V C I  M 33 Lettering : small; Glaze : dull light
red

46 P B V R V S  F E C — Wax impression in possession of 
Professor R. Newstead

47 E sTC G s/>| • M 33 = ESCVSI M. Slightly coned base 
Glaze: dullish

48 'Sf f e u c 33 = OF FELIC(is). Glaze: good

49 o P F e /
(<mly 2 /effort muiyj

27 Large ; Glaze : good, bright
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source.

Probably Lezoux Antonine, 140-180 A.D., 
Newstead, p. 235

Chronicle Office, 
October, 1901

Mid or South Gaul 80-120 A.D., Wroxeter, 
twice (1912, 1914)

Roodeye, at base 
of Walls, near 
Grand Stand, 
about 1894

? Lezoux
-Lambert Arch. lxvi. 

240

1st Cent. A.D. (Neuss, 
Bonner Jahrb. 111/112, 
340)

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Blickweiler or Lezoux About 110-140 A.D. at 
Blickweiler

About 140-180 A.D. at 
Lezoux

D. Atkinson, Lowbury Hill, 
pp. 56-58

Gallia Belgica 1 Probably late 1st or early 
2nd Cent. 90-105 A.D. 
Corbridge Rept., 1912, 
p. 43. 2nd Cent. New
stead, p. 236

New Baths, 
Feb. 11th, 
1900

East Gaul (Moselle 
District)

? Trajan, Hadrian (98-138 
A.D.), Knorr, Rottnbg. 69

King Charles’ 
Tower, from 
Eastgate St.

Mid Gaul ? Probably 2nd Cent. A.D. Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

j'La Graufesenque

list Cent. A.D. Neuss

"j On Drag. 29 (Br. Mus. and 
1 Silchester) therefore 

before 90 A.D. '

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Collec
tion.

Mus.

Tho
Rev.
J. T. 
Davies.

R.N.

Mus.

Mus.

R.N.

Mus.

R.N.

c



18 ROMAN POTTERS’ MARKS IN CHESTER

I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

s.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

5 0 F E U  -TE 27 cf. FELICEN TE  stamp. Glaze: 
bright

51 F I R M / ? 32 =  FIRMANVS on large concave 
base. Glaze: light red ; lettering: 
large, coarse

5 2 F I R M !  M 27 Large cup ; lettering : small

5 3 f w \ 1 On small flake, fully =  OFI FIRMI 
Lettering: small

5 4 FROIVW
(zierersedj

27 Large. =  FRONTI(ni)

5 5 OFRO 18 =  0  FRO(ntini)

5 6 C E iV T lU S  n 1 On thin cone. Glaze : bright; 
lettering: largish.

=  GENTIL1S FE 
X scratched underneath base

5 7 G O N fll  • j 27 =  GONDI or GONGI M
Glaze : light brownish red ; 
lettering: large

5 8 ju \ y u  N \

(tw o  letters m iss'm j 
1 at most)

1 8 /3 1 Stamp within hatched ring. Glaze : 
bright red. — G R A N1 M

5 9 ^ I L L I X O - 33 Small cup. Glaze : good, light red
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)-continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery.
1

Dating. Site or Source.

Probably South
Gaulish

At Arles, on yellow and red 
marbled ware, 1st Cent. 
A.D., mostly pre-Flavian

Eastgate Street

Rheinzabern Middle or 2nd half of 2nd 
Cent.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Godstall Lane, 
Dutton, 1899

’(I Mid) Gaul Early 2nd Cent. City Road, near 
Bank of Liver
pool, Aug.- 
Nov., 1899.

-La Graufesenque

80-120 A.D., Wroxeter
(thrice)

80-100 A.D., Newstead 
Not before 80 A.D., 

Ritterling, Hofheim, 250
.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

La Graufesenque Not later than about 115 
A.D.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Gaulish 2nd Cent. —

Lezoux 2nd Cent. Forest House, 
Foregate St., 
1904

Lezoux 2nd Cent. Probably c. 140- 
180 A.D.

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Collec
tion.

R.N.

Mus.

Mus.

Mus.

Mus.

R . N .

Mus.

Mus.

Mus.

R.N.

cc
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

S.p.
No. P otter ’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

6 0 jDER.CILL.VS F 1 8 /3 1 Lettering: small.
=  m bERCILLVS F

61 l O E N A L l . 27 Lettering: smallish. = IOENALIS

62 J V U M I 18 Glaze : fine ; lettering : small 
medium

6 3 I V N IV S 1 8 /3 1 Glaze : very fine ; lettering: medium 
size

6 4 IVSTI fij 33 On slightly coned base. Lettering : 
small. X  scratched underneath 
base

6 5 OF-LABIO 18 Glaze : good

66 LAXT*V'

IBERTV6

33 Glaze: dull -  LAXTVCIS(sa)

67 18 Glaze : fine brownish. Small cup 
=  LIBERTVS

68 U T T E R A f 18 Glaze: good; lettering: large 
Large plate

6 9 o F  LOC^IR 33 Glaze: brownish red ; lettering 
smallish = OF LOG1RNI

7 0 ^ o g ir \ 18 Glaze : good ; lettering : large med
ium. scratched underneath 

base
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)— continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. 8ite or Source. Collec
tion.

Montans (Dercillus- 
graffito found there)

1st Cent. (Neuss e. 25- 
105 A.D.)

Ex Vernon Col
lection, Ches
ter, Jan., 1910

R.N.

Gaulish Late 1st—early 2nd Cent. 
Wroxeter, 1914, re Col
chester I)ech. bowl

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

La Graufesenque 80-100 A.D., Newstead, 
late 1st—early 2nd Cent., 
Wroxeter, 1913

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.

Gaulish (Les Allieux 
E.G.)

Probably 2nd Cent. Eastgate Street R.N.

Lezoux 2nd half of 2nd Cent., 150- 
190 A.D., Pudding Pan 
Rock

New Baths, 
March, 1900

Mus.

La Graufesenque See S.d. 8 above Eastgate Street, 
1912-14

R.N.

Lezoux See S.d. 9 above — Mus.

La Graufesenque 
C.I.L. xiii., 10010, 
1016a

Dated : 74-83 A.D., Ritter- 
ling, Hofheim 239

Williams Collec
tion, No. 167

Mus.

1 East Gaul No dating available.
1 1st half of 2nd Cent, by 
shapes bearing this stamp

Hunter Street, 
Site 12, 1914

R.N.

.La Graufesenque and 
Montans

1st Cent., Agricola period, 
Corbridge, 1909-1910 

80-120 A.D., Wroxeter, 
twice, 1913

1st Cent., Neuss, Windisch 
For Associated finds, see 

OF CAL, S.p. 23 .

Foregate Street, 
1871

Water Tower 
Street, near 
Northgate, 
1914

Mus.

R.N.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

s.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

71 M A C C IV J * 27

72 M A C R IN V S 33 Large cup, slightly domed base. 
Lettering: small

73 AA L L V H ./
la .it 1 /ef/irrnuitiuf.

18/31 Glaze: good = MALLVRO F

74 M A R T IN I 33 Small cup. Lettering : large, deeply 
impressed ; Glaze: good, brownish 
red

75 M A T y 18 or 
18/31

=  MATERNI

76 27 Small cup. Glaze : good ; lettering : 
small

77 A fM O R  M 27 Large cup. Glaze : good, brownish 
red ; lettering : small

78 / f m OR m 27 Largish cup. Lettering: medium 
size

79 OF M ERC 18/31 Well coned. Lettering: large 
medium = OF MERC(atoris)

80 © r  M E R p / 18

81 OF MO! 27 Largish cup. /\ scratched under base. 
Probably = OF MODESTI
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SIG1LLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

Lezoux 2 nd Century, A.D. Forest House, 
Foregate St<, 
1904

Mus.

Lezoux 1 2 nd Cent., Antonine, Wrox- 
eter, 1912, p. 36

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

Mid Gaul or
Heiligenberg

2nd Cent., Antonine (Bar- 
hill and Corbridge)

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.

Lezoux 2 nd half of 2 nd Cent. (150- 
190 A.D., Pudding Pan 
Rock)

— Mus.

Lezoux 2 nd half of 2 nd Cent. 
(Pius 138-161 A.D., O.R.L. 

Zugmantel)
(150-190 A.D., Pudding 

Pan Rock)

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

do. do. Mus.

•La Graufesenque = MEMORIS M See -
S.d. 11 above

do. do. Mus.

Williams Collec
tion, No. 213

Mus.

•South Gaul

Domitian—Trajan (81-117 ( 
A.D.), J.R.S., 1914,iv.,i., 
pp. 31, 33

Not before 80 A.D.,Ritter- 
ling, Hofheim, 250

Forest House, 
Foregate St., 
1904

Delamere St., 
1914

Mus.

R.N.

La Graufesenque OF MOI, 1st Cent, (found 
at Neuss and Windisch)

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

s.p.
No. P otter’ s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

8 2 /MOM 27 Large cup. (Haze : good ; lettering : 
small medium = MOMMONIS

8 3 m o u t a n 27 Glaze : good ; lettering : small
-  MONTANI

8 4 jF. 'AAVKNA 18 Small, thin cup. Glaze : good ; 
lettering: small

OF MVRRANI

8 5 Ik  l VLLl M 33 Large, thin cup. Glaze : dull, dark
ish ; lettering : small

=  MVXTVLLI  M

86 M \ f 31 Glaze : bright, brownish ; lettering : 
large

87 N A T O  N VS F 27 Large,» thick cup. Glaze : light 
brownish red ; lettering : largish

8 8 N I C E / 18 = N ICEPHOR F Glaze: good, 
matt; lettering : small

8 9 PASSE-N!  • /fl\ 18 Low cone. Glaze : good ; lettering : 
smallish

9 0 f i i - m 18 Glaze : brownish red ; lettering : 
smallish

91 P A T E R N I 31 Thick plate, stamp within hatched 
ring. Glaze : dull, brownish
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

P ottery . Dating. Site or  Source. C ollec
tion.

La Graufesenque General date c. 50-80 A.D. Eastgate Street R.N.
77-79 A.D., Hoard from 
Pompei. J.R.S., 1914,
IV., 1.

La Graufesenque 90-105 A.D., Corbridge, Eastgate Street R.N.
1912; 80-120 A.D., 
Wroxeter, 1913

South Gaul 1 st Cent., pre-Flavian, Hof- Williams Collec- Mus.
heim. Flavian (69-96 
A.D.), Corbridge, Early 
Vespasian, Knorr, Rott-

tion, No. 210

weil

New Baths Mus.

■Lezoux

|
2 nd Cent, (probably not' 

early) Co-operative R.N.
Stores, Fore-
gate Street

? Two similar stamps on same Forest House, Mus.
shape in York Mus. Foregate St.,
Rare potter. Probably 
not after c. 160 A.D.

1904

South Gaul 1st Cent. Neuss, Corbridge, Presented by Mus.
(1 Montans NIC/) 1911. Probably end oi 

1 st Cent., Wroxeter, 1912
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Presented by Mus.
Rev. F. A.

•La Graufesenque See S.d. 12 above Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Delamere St., R.N.
1914

Lezoux 2nd Cent., before 150 A.D., New Baths, Mus.
Wroxeter, 1914 Oct., 1900
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

92 p A t r ^
2  Utters a t most mistinj

33 Small cup. Lettering : large
=  PATNA F

93 P A T R IC l 27 Large cup. Glaze : good

94 OF PATFUC 27 For Associated finds see S.p. 23

95 ^ !O I * M 18 Glaze: bright = PATRICl -M 
Probably different potter from 
Nos. 93, 94

96 P A U L I  M 27 Glaze : good ; lettering : large 
medium = PAVLLI M

97 ’ A I L V S
F

27 Small cup. Lettering: small
= PAVLLVS F Possibly differ
ent potter from No. 96

98 «ECVLIAVF 27 Large cup. Glaze: good, brownish 
red = PECVLIAR IS  F

99
« 4

27 Glaze : bright, slightly burnt

1 0 0 PONT 27 Small cup. Glaze : bright; letter
ing : small = PONTI
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SIGILLATA (SAMJAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

Probably 1st half of 2nd Presented by Mus.
Cent. Rev. F. A.

Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

General dating : c. 60-85 
A.D.

Site dating: 77-79 A.D.

— Mus.

La Graufesenque

j

Hoard from Pompei.
74- 83 A.D., Hofheim 

(2 nd period).
75- 85 A.D., Wroxeter, ,

Water Tower 
Street, near 
Northgate, 
1914

R.N.

1912, p. 53

1 Lezoux PATRICI M Beginning Co-operative R.N.
of 2 nd Cent., ORL- Stores, Fore-
Zugmantel. Before 150 
A.D., Wroxeter, 1914, 
p. 53. On flanged bowl 
Dr. 38, Kenchester, 2 nd 
Cent., middle

gate Street

Lezoux Not later than mid-2nd Cent. Duke Street, Mus.
(150-190, Pudding Pan 
Rock), or same as No. 97

1882

La Graufesenque 1st Cent. Found at Pompei Co-operative R.N.
(before 79 A.D.). Ves- Stores, Fore-
pasianic (69-79 A.D.) 
Knorr, Rottweil

gate Street

1st half of 2 nd Cent. Roodeye, 1874 Mus.
(G.P.O., London, Arch.

.East Gaulish or lxvi., 261). Before 150.
German A.I)., Wroxeter, 1914. Forest House, Mus.

117-161 A.D., O.R.L. nr. Love Lane,
J Stockstadt Jan., 1891

La Graufesenque See S.d. 13 Co-operative R.N.
Stores, Fore
gate Street
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

1 0 1 < R I M V t  TE 27 Largish cup. Glaze : good
=  PRI MVS FE

1 0 2 |k IM I 18 Glaze : bright; lettering : largish
=  PRIMI

103 OF PRI y 18 Glaze : bright; lettering : large
=  OF PRIMI

104 P R ‘ SC V /S  P 33 Large cup

105 P R IT /j 18 Thin fine ware. Glaze : good
=  P R IT M A N M F

106 P V O N I M 33 Small cup

107 Q - V C 27 Glaze : dull, patchy

108 REBV) 31 =  REBVRRI OF

109 R K IfW S y 18 Low cone. Lettering : large medium
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued.

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

’

La Graufesenque and 
Montans

80-90 A.D., Wroxeter, 1912. 
Late 1st Cent. G.P.O., 
London, Arch. lxvi.

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.

.

East Gaul 2 nd Cent. 1 Antonine, 
Castlecary

do. do. R.N.

? Luxeuil (E.G.) 1 st Cent. Windisch. Latter 
part of 1st Cent., Wrox
eter, 1912

Ex Coll. Vernon, 
Chester, Jan., 
1910

R.N.

Gaulish 2nd Cent. Probably 140- 
160 A.D., Camelon. 
Probably Hadrian ic (117- 
138) Zugmantel. On 
Drag. 44 (Devizes M.), 
mid 2nd Cent. (Antonine)

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

Gaulish (South 1) Before middle 2 nd Cent. 
Wroxeter, 1914. Pro
bably pre-Hadrianie (be
fore 117) Wroxeter, 1912

New Baths, 
August, 1900

Mus.

1 Late Montans potter, 
May, Silchester, 
p. 251, or more 
probably Lezoux

Antonine. Wroxeter, 1912, 
p. 58. On Dr. 79 (2nd 
half of 2 nd Cent.) Wrox
eter, 1912, p. 58

New Baths, 
March, 1900

Mus.

Rheinzabern 120-150 A.D., Reubel, 
p. 113. 130-170 A.I)., 
Barthel, Zugmantel, p. 
124

Presented by 
Rev. F, A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

s.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape.

1
Details.

1 1 0 °F KVF\
[7tVtTS*d>J

27 Small cup. Glaze : fair, brownish ; 
lettering: small

1 1 1 OF RVF 27 Small cup. Glaze : dull; lettering : 
small

1 1 2 OFRVF 27 Largish cup

113 y F IA N I 33 Glaze : fair ; lettering : medium 
size =  RVFIANI

114 R V » W I * M * 18/31 Large, well coned. Glaze: almost 
orange red — R V F IN IM - 
Graffito underneath : ji^ g j Ylll^i

— FAB1 VERI, owner’s name

115 opRVFIM 18 Glaze: good

116 / / IC R  A P V 27 Large, very thick cup. Glaze : good, 
light brownisn red 
=  SACRAPV lettering: small

117 yp-Apo 18 =  SACRAPO Glaze: good; 
lettering: faint, small medium

118 S A '/ h R oT - M  J 18 =  SACROT(i)-M AS(culi)-partner- 
ship. Low cone

119 O F fltK J
(reversed)

27 =  OF SEVER 1 Lettering: large 
medium
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source.

Williams Collec
tion, No. 216

-La Graufesenque and 
Montans

Late 1st Cent. Not before 
80 A.D., Ritterling, 
Hofheim, 250.
1 st Cent., Neuss. 
Newstead (presumably 
80-100 A.D.)

City Road, near 
Bank of L’pool, 
Aug., 1899

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore 
gate Street

Gaulish Probably 2nd Cent., A.I). New Baths, 
March, 1900

La Graufesenque See S.d. 15, 16 above —

Gaulish
1 East Gaul or 

Gallia Belgica

Possibly late 1st Cent., 
Castlecary

Ex Vernon Col
lection, Ches
ter, Jan., 1910

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

South Gaulish 1st Cent., Neuss. 80-120 
A.D. twice, Wroxeter

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

La Graufesenque See S.d. 17 above Forest House, 
Foregate St., 
1904

Collec
tion.

Mus.

Mus.

R.N.

Mus.

Mus.

R .N .

R.N.

Mus.

Mus.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

1 2 0 \VERJAISJ -tvj Flat
base

= SEVERIANO M Glaze: good

1 2 1 CnTIUVI p 18 = C SILVI PATRICI Small cup. 
Glaze : fine ; lettering : largish

1 2 2 SINTVRVy/' 18/31 Lettering: largish

123 s i n t v r v - e 18 Large, thick plate, stamp within 
hatched ring. Glaze: good, 
lightish red = SINTVRV(s) FE

124 S V L P IC I. 18 +  scratched underneath. Lettering 
small

125 S V R S V ^ Thick
cone

= SVRBVRO Glaze: very fail;

126 L 3 *  SECV/ 27 Large cup. Glaze : good ; lettering: 
large medium

=  L TERTI SECVNDI

127 T +  OFFIC 33 = TITI OFFIC(ina). Small cup 
Glaze : dull; lettering : smallish

128 / RON IS CF 33 = TITVRONIS OF Glaze : very 
brownish red
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

Lezoux 2 nd half of 2 nd Cent., 150- 
190 A.D., Pudding Pan 
Rock

New Baths, 
May, 1900

Mus.

La Graufesenque Probably Vespasianic (69-79 
A.D.), Wroxeter, 1914, 
p. 50

Williams Collec
tion, No. 209

Mus.

•\

. ? Probably 2 nd Cent., early -

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

j
Williams Collec

tion, No. 211
Mus.

La Graufesenque Late 1st, Early 2 nd Cent., 
Wroxeter, 1912, O.R.L. 
Cannstatt

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

Lezoux Uncommon potter. Only 
recorded stamp in Brit
ain. Probably 2 nd Cent.

do. do. Mus.

South Gaulish
0-R-L- Stockstadt,
p. 106

End of 1 st Cent., Corbridge, 
Stockstadt, Castlecary

Ex Vernon Col
lection, Ches
ter, Jan., 1910

R.N.

La Graufesenque End of 1 st Cent., Wroxeter, 
1912
Probably 80-120 A.D., 
Wroxeter, 1913

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

1 Lezoux Mid or 2nd half of 2nd 
Cent., Wroxeter, 1912. 
With coins of Pius and 
Faustina I., Paulton 

150-160 A.D., Wroxeter, 
1924

do. do. Mus.

D
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

129 Jp o n i 27 =  VESPONI probably, much less 
likely MAPONI

130 y i C T O M  M 31 Thin dish, within hatched ring. 
Lettering: rather rough

1 =  VICTORIA) M

131 V I T A 27 Thin cup. Glaze : brownish red ; 
lettering: medium size

132 \ V IT A 27 Small. Glaze : brownish red ; 
lettering : medium size

133 V lT A k 27 Very small

134 V IT A 27 Small. Lettering : large medium

135 V +A LIS* 27 Small. Glaze : brown ; lettering : 
small

136 V IT A Wax impression in possession of 
Prof. R. Newstead. Lettering: 
large medium

137

138

l/X °P lK kl W 33

31

=  VXOPILL1 M Large cup. 
Glaze : very dull, brownish ; 
lettering : small

Deep bowl with very high cone 
Type : Ludowici Sb. Bowl, thick 
and heavy. Glaze : light, orange 
red. Diameter 7 ̂  inches, height 
2 l f  inches|
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source.

South or Mid Gaul 
(probably)

First half of 2nd Cent., 
O.R.L. Cannstatt. Be
fore 150 A.D. Wrox- 
eter, 1914

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Gaulish 150-160 A.D., Wroxeter, 
1924. Only recorded in 
Britain

Hunter Street, 
Site 13, 1914

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Williams Collec
tion, No. 215

. La Graufesenque 
= VITAL IS

End of 1st Century 
Dating: Hofheim (2nd 

period) 74-83 A.D. ; 
Hoard from Pompei 
77-79 A.D.; Newstead 
( 1 st period) 80-100 
A.D.; Wroxeter, 1912, 
75-85 A.D.

Eastgate Street, 
1912-14

Eastgate Street, 
1914

Eastgate Street, 
1914

King Charles’ 
Tower, from 
Eastgate St., 
S.

Gaulish ? —

Rheinzabern Blank stamp = Ludowici, 
Fabrikmarken Mi. cf. 
Niederbieber, Taf. IX. 85, 
blank stamp on coned 
base, almost same size, 
dated 190-260 A.D.

—

Collec
tion.

R.N.

R.N.

Mus.

Mus.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

Mus.

Mus.

DD
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON PLAIN SIGILLATA—

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

139 { f e o S 33 ? =  ACAPA F Small cup. Glaze: 
bright, pale red ; lettering : small

140 <^MS FE 32 Thick dish. Glaze : light, orange 
red, poor, patchy
1 =  TW GAkiS FE (exactly Lud 
(b) stamp). Lettering : large

141 (sh o r t  stamf>) 33 1 =  BLAI Very small, early form, 
sides almost convex. Height of 
cup i f  in.

142 18 Very large plate. Glaze: bright, 
cherry red

143 CAIMhJMKVJt ? 32 On large concave base. Glaze : good, 
light red ; lettering : very poor, 
lanky ? =  CAMVLIXVSF

144 />'EkL'vS
1  Utters at m o s t  , 

m ns/rtg-

27 1 A stamp of Sabellus. 1st letter 
resembling =  R or B. Glaze : 
good

145 ^ iv s -F 18 or 
18/31

Lettering : large

146
u l

31 Large dish. Stamp within faintly 
hatched ring. Lettering : largish

147
b

27 —

148 A  \ A * \Art 1 On thick concave base. Glaze: 
orange red. Twice stamped— 
faint impressions.

scratched underneath
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

UNCERTAIN OR FRAGMENTARY STAMPS.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

Gaulish ? Reading uncertain. Also 
found at Gt. Chesterford, 
Silchester and Carlisle 
(Tullie House)

Grosvenor Rd., 
Foregate St. 
(sic), April, 
1900

Mus.

Rheinzabern ware Late 2nd and possibly early 
3rd Cent.

New Baths, 
August, 1900

Mus.

} In any case a 1st Cent. form. 
Blai dated: 41-83 A.D. 
at Hofheim, C.I.L. xiii., 
10010, 327 (Vechten)

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch.Soc. Coll.

Mus.

1 South Gaul A 1st Cent, plate, cf. Curie, 
Newstead, pi. xxxix, 
No. 5

Williams Collec
tion, No. 166

Mus.

1 Mid Gaul Probably 2 nd Cent., C.I.L. 
xiii., 10010, 422

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.

Sabellus, probably 
East Gaulish

1 Late 1st—Early 2nd Cent., 
found at Neuss, C.I.L. 
xiii., 1 0 0 1 0 , 1680

do. do. R.N.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.

— — Williams Collec
tion, No. 165

Mus.

— — — Mus.

Probably Rheinzabern 
ware

1 A stamp of A K A  A A  
(reversed), belonging to 
2nd half of 2nd Cent.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Mus.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON PLAIN SIGILLATA—

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff,

Shape. Details.

149 t o w 33 Small cup. Glaze: poor, brownish 
red

150 M W
cdend.

18 U = MANDVIL(li) M Glaze: 
bright

151 / ZKF

Metiers mus/ng.

18 No cone. Glaze: good; lettering: 
large medium

152 / m -m
ttfif'S defers- mt'u/n g .

18 Glaze: good

153 OF'/////Af
6>ciJ

18 Length of stamp : fin.

154 OF FA v/i 27 Length of stamp : TVn. Glaze : 
fair ; lettering : medium size

155 OF l*j 27 Thin cup. Glaze : fine, brilliant

156 OF/w/mNi cf. 15 Shallow plate with quarter round 
fillet at angle inside. Type more 
exactly drawn: Ritterling, Hof- 
heim, xxxi. 4, Curie, Newstead, 
xxxix. 2, Wroxeter, 1913, p. 43, 
No. 83. Glaze : good, matt.

157 o -c/ \ r~  ~

G lite rs  a££yt/A*'.

33 Length of stamp: fin. Glaze: good, 
brownish red ; lettering: v. small
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

UNCERTAIN OR FRAGMENTARY STAMPS.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source.

= {a) A MAN(di), South 
Gaulish, c. 40 80 A.D.,
or (b) MAN(u), end of 
stamp

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Marduillus of La Grauf., 
chiefly Flavian (69-96)

Eastgate Street

Form of vessel—not later 
' than mid 2 nd Cent." 

A.D.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Soc. Coll.

Williams Collec
tion, No. 207

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

cf. OF FA/ Orange (Gall. 
Narb.) C.I.L. xii. 5686, 
350, and FAVIII Eaton 
(Norwich) V.C.H., Nor
folk, 316

Williams Collec
tion, No. 214

Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Probably 
= OF. RVFINI
of La Graufesenque

Stamp same size as Knorr, 
Rottweil, xxxi., 85. 
Shaped dated :

80-100 Newstead 
75-100 Wroxeter, 1913

do. do.

do. do.

Collec
tion.

Mus.

R.N.

Mus.

Mus.

R.N.

Mus.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON PLAIN SIGILLATA

S.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

158 ym iiim w iff-
circular.

dish Diameter of dish: 5 Jin. Type drawn: 
Curie, Newstead, pi. xl., 23. Flat 
base, step inside, lip curling over. 
“ Common at Lezoux ”

159 s/\f 33 Small cup. Glaze : orange red

160 V IA M M
mi wry.

dish Very thick, low cone, within hatched 
ring. Glaze : fair, rather light red

161 ,S*FF 18 Lettering: small

162 l / ’ML'T or K1 IK/I 27 Small cup. Glaze: lightish red. 
Length of stamp : Jin.
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

UNCERTAIN OR FRAGMENTARY STAMPS.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source.

? = PATRICIVS F
probably Lezoux

A 2nd Cent, shape, 140- 
180 A.D., Newstead. 
PATRICIVS F 2nd 
Cent, stamp, 140-180 
A.D., Newstead. 
PATRICIVS F Cir
cular stamp found at 
Autun, C.I.L. xiii., 
10010, 1511, L '

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

— — Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

? s a l a f T a p
of La Graufesenque

cf. C.I.L. xiii., 10010, 1704, 
and Walters, Br. Mus. 
Cat. M 727, &c. If con
jecture is correct, late 
1st—early 2nd Cent.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

See S.p. 151-3 Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

Not later than Mid 2nd 
Cent.

Presented by 
Rev. F. A. 
Potts, Chester 
Arch. Society 
Collection

Collec
tion.

Mus.

R.N.

Mus.

R.N.

Mus.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON 

ADDITIONS SINCE FOREGOING

s.p.
No. Potter’s Mark. Dragff.

Shape. Details.

163 DACp M /V 18 = d a g o m a [ r v s ] f

164 A d ' l l 27 = ACVT1 Small cup. Glaze : 
bright

165 ALBINVS 18/31 Length of stamp I f  in. X  scratched 
beneath. Glaze: good

166 OF A  PRO 27 Small cup

167 s v / y 18 =  BVRDO or BVRDONI-S

168 OF CE 27 = OF CE(nsorini?)

169 C /N T V S M 33 Length of stamp l|in.

170 COSI R V F lN 18? —

171 MATERNN INI 33 —

172 P A V IU  /A 33 Small, thickish cup

173 p e r e g r in / Form 
uncertain, 
large plate

=  PEREGRINI

174 o f . RVFIVI 18 =  OF RVFINI
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

LIST WAS MADE UP.

Pottery. Dating. Site or Source. Collec
tion.

Montans (South Gaul) 
(or? Lezoux)

See S.p. 38 City Eoad (East) 
March, 1920

R.N.

South Gaul ? Nero-Flavian (Knorr, T.S. 
1919, PI. 95 K.) cf. 
AC V I1 on same shape at 
Guildhall M. and Neuss

R.N.

La Graufesenque See S.p. 8 — Mus.

? South Gaul
(Montans)

See S.p. 10-11 Infirmary Field 
(Eept. II., p. 60)

Mid Gaul See S.p. 2 2 Eastgate Street R.N.

Probably South Gaul 90-120 A.D. (Wroxeter, 
1912, No. 29)

Infirmary Field 
(Rept.I.,p. 160)

Lezoux See S.p. 33 — Mus.

South Gaul 
(La Graufesenque ?)

90-110 A.I). (Wroxeter, 
1912, No. 42)

Infirmary Field 
(Kept. I., p. 160)

Lezoux 150-190 A.D. (Pudding Pan 
Rock)

Infirmary Field 
(Rept. I.,p. 144)

La Graufesenque See S.p. 97 — R.N.

? Probably late 1 st—early 
2nd Cent. A.D. (Wrox
eter, 1913, p. 38)

Infirmary Field 
(Rept.I.,p. 160)

La Graufesenque See S.d. 15-16 and S.p. 114 Co-operative 
Stores, Fore
gate Street

R.N.
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I. POTTERS’ MARKS ON TERRA 

B. MARKS ON 

ADDITIONS SINCE FOREGOING

S.p.
No.

175

176

177

Potter’s Mark.

178

OFcTECu

S  H X T lW

'm  VITAL'**

FRAGMENTARY

o f  $ y

Dragff.
Shape.

27

18/31

27

STAMP 

18

Details.

= OF SECVNDI
Glaze: fine

Large cup.

Large plate, stamp within rouletted 
circle

= OF V ITAL IS
cup

Large, thick

I
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SIGILLATA (SAMIAN)—continued. 

PLAIN SIGILLATA.

LIST WAS MADE UP.

Pottery.

La Graufesenque 

Lezoux

La Graufesenque

Dating.

Late 1 st—early 2 nd Cent. 
A.D. (Newstead 80-100 
A.D.. Wroxeter 80-130 
A.D.)

150-190 A.D. (Pudding Pan 
Rock)

See S.p. 131-136

Not later than mid 2 nd 
Cent. A.D.

Site or Source.

Fennah Collec
tion

Fennah Collec
tion

Collec
tion.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

6  King’s Build
ings
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R.N.,
Eastgate St. 

s. side

Mus.

II. ON MORTARIA.
The dating- of Mortaria is being gradually worked out by 

the profile of the flange and rim, their most distinctive 
feature. Mr. Bushe-Fox, in 1912 Report of the Wroxeter 
Excavations, has been the first to make a collection of the 
different types found in Britain, and, where possible, to give 
their approximate dates.

The nine Chester stamps are distributed among six 
different potters. No. 9 is on a 1st Century form. All the 
others probably belong to the late 1st or early 2nd Century 
period. Two of the potters (Nos. 1 and 6-7) had their 
factories in Lyons. No similar stamps to Nos. 5, 8  and 9 
have yet been found among published records.

The Collection and Provenance is indicated in marginal 
note.

The Stamps.
■ i. /\LBIHVS

Stamped diagonally on rim. White grit. Bowl =  Wroxeter 
type 58, dated : close of 1st Century and first half of 2nd 
Century. Eleven stamps of Albinus are noted in London : 
Six in Guildhall Mus. Cat., p. 102, Nos. 616, 618, 620 and 
p. 103, No. 646 (three). No. 618 with LVGVDV shows that 
this potter worked at Lyons. The other five are in the 
British Museum [Walters M 2766-2770]. At Colchester 
[Mus. Rept., 1913, p. 21] the stamp is on reddish ware with 
buff slip. Reading Museum contains two from Silchester, 
roughtly dated to 2nd and early 3rd Centuries [May, 
Silchester Pottery, p. 275, Nos. 1, 2]. At Wroxeter it was 
found five times, on types 34 and 38. Two of these were 
dated by site to 80-110 a . d . and 80-120 a .d . Albinus 
evidently worked at Lyons in the late 1st and early 2nd 
Centuries.

Of spout = D O IN V  F E C IT
2 . D O IN V  r. side 

E E C IT  l.
Mortarium almost complete. Cream wash, black grit, but 

very little left. Type almost Wroxeter 38, dated 80-110 a .d .
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3. D  O I  (M V J “
Yellowish wash on buff (slightly pink) clay. Only flange 

left. Probable nearest Wroxeter types—62 [110-180 a . d . ]  
and 6 6  [Hadrianic, 117-138 a . d . ] .

4. D o i w i v r  = D O IN IVS
Pinkish clay, p>ale cream wash. A little grit, black and 

white. Between Wroxeter types 46 and 58, dated to about 
beginning of 2nd Century, cf Lambert, Archaologia, lxvi., 
p. 254, fig. 17, Nos. 4 and 7 [late 1st Century and - 
130-150 a .d . ] .

cf similar stamps :

0 O I N V  London [Br. Mus.] C.I.L. vii., 1336, 74.

D O IN V  London, Guildhall Cat. p. 103, No. 646 [read 
ANIOC].

OOIIIV/ Charlton Hill, Greenwich, 1919 [Mr. Elliston 
Erwood],

y6(IIV Anth6 e [Namur Mus.] C.I.L. xiii., 10006, 173. 

D O IN V  Chesters Mus.
E E C I

D O IN V  Wroxeter, 1914, p. 60, 49, on type 38, dated 
80-110 a .d . Doin[i]us may thus probably be dated to the 
late 1st or early 2nd Century, a . d .

5. - M O O
Stamped on both sides of spout. Pinkish red clay, 

remains of cream wash. White grit only. On shape nearest 
to Wroxeter type 6 6 , but its flange is flatter and has more 
of a hook at the end. Type 6 6  is early Hadrianic. The 
Chester stamp is perhaps a little earlier.

No similar stamp found recorded.

Mus., 
Williams’ 
Collection, 

No. 223

K.C.T.

Mus.
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M ub.
“ Mr. Edw ards”

M u b .

Mus,( 
Williams’ 
Collection, 
No. 225a

6 . I r. side]
N V S |of sP°ut

F E C I T  L sidej

Yellowish buff wash, black grit. On shape approximating 
to Wroxeter type 38 (83-110 a.d.), but rather more angular.

7. M A ft l I V V i  r- side)
lof spout

'A V C D k E E  Cl 1. Side]

= MARIN VS LVG[V]DV(m ) F E C IT

Both stamps diagonal. Pink buff clay, cream wash, black 
grit. [Shape not noted].

Found in London thrice :
On light coloured buff of fine texture. Guildhall Cat. p. 102, 

624.
On dark reddish, and on drab, clay. Walters Cat. M. 2783-4. 

Also found :
On South Downs, Sussex. Walters Cat. M. 2785.
At Silchester [twice] on clay, hard sandy white to pale buff, 

May, Silchester, p. 276, 10, 1 1 .
At Newstead, in 1st period [80-100 a.d .] Curie, Report, 

p. 266, 17.
At Wroxeter on type 38, dated by site : 80-110 a .d . Report 

1912, p. 6 6 , 6 .
Marinus appears to have worked at Lyons at the close of 

the 1 st and beginning of 2nd Centuries, a . d .

a E A R lV 2 . = SARIVS
Poor lettering on cream coloured clay. Wash slightly 

yellower, black grit. On shape between Wroxeter types 46 
[beginning of 2nd Century] and 54 [80-120 a . d . ]  Date 
therefore probably late 1st or early 2nd Century.

No similar stamp found recorded.
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9. V f A L i S  = V IT A L IS
Shape of flange between Wroxeter types 14 and 18, of 

the 1st Century [Wroxeter 1912, p. 76]. This stamp 
is curiously like one of the South Gaulish Sigillata potter of 
the same date [see S. p. 135],

c f. V IT A  L I S T  graffito before baking, on rim of a 
“  dolium ”  from Pompeii [destroyed 79 a.d .] C.I.L. iv., 
2779.

Otherwise not found recorded.

III. ON AM PH O R AE.

Hitherto the dating of this class of stamp has been rather 
neglected. Even at Wroxeter Mr. Bushe-Fox has only 
succeeded in dating twelve out of forty-two stamps. In the 
following list six [Nos. 5, 6 , 7, 8 , 9, 12] of the twelve can 
be approximately placed, No. 8  late in 1st Century, No. 7 
at the turn of that Century, and the other four not later than 
the middle of 2nd Century, a.d . Their shape affords little 
or no assistance. The general type, which must have lasted 
some 180 years at least, is that of a globular body, rather 
pear-shaped in the earlier examples. The short, curved 
handles on which the stamp is impressed are attached to 
thick, squat necks. It does not appear at Pompeii but is found 
in both periods at Newstead, viz., from 80 until 180 a.d . 
and also at Kastell Niederbieber, 190-260 a.d . Baetica 
[S.W. Spain], Gallia Narbonensis and Mauretania seem to 
have been the chief provinces where it was manufactured. 
Dressel indeed asserts [C.I.L. xv., II, i, p. 492] that almost 
all the sherds on Monte Testaccio, a mound of broken 
amphorae near Rome, are of Spanish origin. Their shapes 
are like those found at Chester and the heap was not added 
to after the reign of Gallienus [253-268 a.d .], which is also 
the limit of the manufacture of Sigillata.

R.N.

«
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The Stamps.
Mua 1. A  f t  F  rubbed.

Stamped downwards on the 1. side of handle. 

cf. A  A  F London [Roach Smith] C.I.L. vii. 1331-2. 

A  A- F Trion [Lyon M.] C.I.L. xiii., 1 0 0 0 2 , 1 1 0 .

Mus. 9  . .
I ' A ’ G E /

Downwards on r. side ?=  | • A  ■ G E [M E L L I]

cf. L  A G E  London [Roach Smith] C.I.L. vii., 1331-3.

vnii’amB’ 3- 0 *A ‘ F £  = L(ueius) A M  ( ) FE(cit)
NUo.M5n' cf  L  ■ M • F Badajoz. C.I.L. ii., 4968-6.

K.C.T., 
under Messrs. 

Bollands. 
Eastgate St,

4. L - E - F P . C -
Downwards on 1. side.

cv*d^L'E-F'P ’ C Rome [in Hortis 

Torlonia]. C.I.L. xv. II., i., 2844i, 3306.

Somewhat similar stamps are :

LC ppC<^ Aldborough [on rim] C.I.L. vii.,1321, 26.

p p C  Corbridge. Report, 1911, p. 60, No. 21.

trC*F*P-C' E Poitiers and Heddernheim. C.I.L. xiii., 
10002, 142.

Rome. C.I.L- xv., II. i. 2746c.»»
L iC 'F 'P ' 0 0  Vienne and Ste. Colombe [Lyons M.] 

C.I.L. xii., 5683, 53a, b.
and

C E F P  Silchester. May Cat. p. 279, No. 8 .



5. L ’ M ' E  = L -  M • V E ( )
in the same position.
Same stamp also found a t :

Lectoure [M .], Trion [Lyons M .], Heddernheim [Frankfurt 
M .], and Poitiers [M. Soc.]. C.I.L. xiii., 10002, 333. 

Nunes [M .] C.I.L. xii., 5683, 177.
Monte Testaccio [Or. I., in infimo colie, Or. III. J-J] seven 

examples. C.I.L. xv., II., i., 3017 a, b.
N o t e .—Stamps found on N. and E. sides are not later 

than Pius [138-161 a . d . ]  and “  at bottom of hill ”  probably 
somewhat earlier [C.I.L. xv., p. 492]

6. P C H O
in the same position.
Probably same stamp in Tullie House Museum, Carlisle, 

from Campfield, Bowness-on-Solway. May Cat. p. 84, 
pi. xvii, 7 

Also found a t :
Kostlach [Mulhouse M.] C.I.L. xiii., 1 0 0 0 2 , 147, and 
Monte Testaccio [Sept. I., in tectis cellarum, and Or Ik, 
II 4-5] eight examples. C.I.L. xv., II., i., 2749 a, b.

Likewise not later than Pius [138-161 a .d . ]  See note at 
end of No. 5.

7. PORPAH or possibly PORLAR, stamped downwards 
on 1. side. Last three letters rubbed and uncertain.

Stamps found on Continent:
PORPAH, three ex., and PORPAHSA at Rome. C.I.L. xv., 

II ., i., 2647-8.
PORPAH, PORT ES, POR P-S-A, POR P S, at five places 

in Gallia Narbonensis. C.I.L., xii., 5683, 228.
POR LAH, at Foret de Compidgne [St. Germain M.] 

C.I.L. xiii., 10002, 27 b. and Monte Testaccio [Sept. IJ. 
C.I.L. xv., II., i., 2661, viz., not later than Pius 
[138-161 a .d . ]
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Mus., 
Williams’ 
Collection, 

No. 224

Mus.

Mus.

HE
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M ub.

K.C.T., 
Co-operative 

Stores, 
Foregate St,

M ub.

On British Sites:
POR PAH CF, Wroxeter, 1912. p. 65, No. 3. “ Early years 

of 2nd Century.”
POR G-S-s. Newstead pi. lii. fig. 4, dated 80-100 a . d .

The first three letters stand for Portus = horreum, a public 
granary, especially for corn. H. Dressel [C.I.L. xv. p. 562] 
even suggests that it signifies Portus Gaditanus, viz., Cadiz.

8. Q . AT R / G  = Q(uinti) ANT(oni) RVG ( )
stamped downwards on r. side.
Same stamp found a t :

Ste. Colombe [Gallia Narbonensis], C.I.L. xii., 5683, 30.
c f  Q / V R  Trion (Lyon M.), Q AH' R Avenches (M.), 

C.I.L. xiii., 1 0 0 0 2 , 1 0 1 .
■Q-AT-S Carthage, C.I.L. viii. 3, 22637, 1 0 .
Q ,’ AINT R  Palermo. C.I.L., x., 3051, 5 

In Britain : Q » » 51 Wroxeter, 1914, p. 56, 21. " Late 
1st Century.”

9 . Q  S '  (perhaps a leaf at end), downwards on
1 . side.

Stamp fairly common.
e.g. at Trion, Autun, Avenches. C.I.L. xiii, 1 0 0 0 2 , 445. 

Aix-les-Bains, Nimes. C.I.L., xii., 5683, 260. 
Monte Testaccio (Or II) five examples. C.I.L. 

xv., II, i., 3156.
On the East side again, not later than Pius (138- 

161 A .D .) .

10. R V £  PQ = RVFI PO(rtus)
Stamped diagonally in same position.
Stamp also found at Rome (in Hortis Torlonia). C.I.L. 

xv., II., i., 3133.
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1 1 . A / A A O N "
in same position, smaller lettering than the rest.

V M O f Monte Testaccio. C.I.L., xv., II., i., 
3338.

L ’ M O /V  ? = L  M O N T ( ani) Rome, two examples, 
C.I.L., xv., II. i., 2979a.

V\O A A / Monte Testaccio. C.I.L. xv. II. i., 2979b.
>  12.

12. AGR lCOLAE
cf. AGRICOLA and AGRICOLAE—found

In Gaul (seven sites including Trion, three examples) 
C.I.L. xiii., 1 0 0 0 2 , 91.

At Monte Testaccio, Rome, Or 4 . C.I.L. xv., 2694. 
Only a quarter of way up the hill on East side means, at 

very latest, not later than Pius (138-161 a.d .), and probably 
earlier.

Graffito Cut into Rim of Amphora.

W l T 5  u r °

Possibly refers to the capacity of the vessel. When 
complete, the complete inscription would probably be :

M  Vil 5 vi o
=  M[odii] VII. S[extarii] VI., O. [?] .

The contents of this particular amphora, evidently a large 
one, would then measure : 64J litres, or 141 gallons.

cf. almost similar graffito on the body of an amphora from 
Heddernheim (Frankfort M.) C.I.L. xiii., 10003, 24.

From  
6 King’s 

Buildings

Mus.



40 ROMAN POTTERS’ MARKS IN CHESTER

IV. POTTKRS’ MARKS

L. No. Potter’s Mark. Details.

i L  C A E  SA E ! = L  C A E C IL I S A E C V L A R IS  (?)
Stamped on underside of base within three 
concentric rings. Ware: very soft, clay 
coloured

F O R T  IS i Stamped in large raised letters on underside
of base within two concentric rings. 
Ware : marl-clay, brick red in colour

I
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ON LAMPS.

Site or Source.

Well known Lamp-maker
cf. C.I.L. xiii. 10001, 77. Gaul, 9 references

xii. 5682, 17. Gall. Narb., 4 refer
ences

x. 8053, 41. Italy, Sicily, Sardinia
xv. 6350. Lome, 147 examples

Guildhall Mus. Cat., p. 45, Nos. 15, 17 
L CAE SA is the stamp of an Arretine potter. 

C.I.L. xi. 6700, 143
L CA SAE in planta pedis (C.I.L. xv. 6350 g.) 

shows that he belonged to 1st Cent. A.D., but 
was post-Augustan

Infirmary Field, 
Report I., 
p. 153

Well known Lamp-maker 
cf. C.I.L. xiii. 10001, 136.

xn.
xv.
iii.

5682. 
6450. 
6008, 25.

vii. 1332, 15.

Montans, Windisch 
and 46 others 

Gallia Narb.
Rome, 40 examples 
Rhaetia, Pannonia, 

40 examples 
Brit. Mus., Cam

bridge M., York, 
Ald-Caerleon,

borough
Guildhall Mus. Cat., p. 46, Nos. 27, 28 
Lehner, Novaesium (Neuss), Bonn Jahrb 

p. 364
Pfiinz, O.R.L. No. 73, pi. viii. b., 203

111/ 2,

Grosz-Krotzenburg, O.R.L. No. 23, p. 37, 
pi. vi. 3

The occurrence of the stamp at Montans, Windisch 
and Neuss indicates a 1st Cent, potter, who may 
have continued working early in 2nd Cent. A.D. 
Probably of Mutina in N. Italy. (Guide to 
Antiquities of Roman Britain in British Museum, 
1922, p. 46)

Infirmary Field, 
Report I., 
p. 130

Collec
tion.
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LIST OF BOOKS, ETC., REFERRED TO
Archseologia. L X IV .— The Use of Samian in dating the 

early Roman occupation of N. Britain. By J. P. Bushe- 
Fox. 1913.

Archaeologia. L X V I.—Recent Roman Discoveries in 
London. F. Lambert. 1915.

C.I.L.—Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (various vols.)

Colchester Mus.—Annual Reports of the Museum and 
Muniment Committee.

Corbridge.—Reports on Excavations at Corstopitum, in 
Arch. Aeliana.

Devizes Mus.— Catalogue of Antiquities in the Museum. 
Part 2. Cunningham and Goddard. 1911.

Dechelette.—Les Fases ceramiques ornes de la Gaule 
Romaine. 1904. Two vols.

Guildhall Catalogue.—Guildhall Museum Catalogue of Col
lection of Roman Antiquities. 2nd edition. 1908.

Hoard of Samian Ware from Pompeii, A. By D. Atkinson. 
Journal of Roman Studies. Vol. iv., Pt. 2, 1914, pp. 27-64. 
16 pi.

Knorr. Cannstatt.—Die verzierten Terra-Sigillata Gefdsse 
von C. 1905.

Knorr. Rottenburg. Die verzierten Terra-Sigillata Gefdsse 
von R. 1910.

Knorr. Rottweil.—Die verzierten Terra-Sigillata Gefdsse 
von R. 1907.

Ludowici.—Ausgrabungen in Rheinzabern. 4 vols. 1901- 
1912.

Neuss. Die Einzelfunde von Novaesium. H. Lehner in 
Bonner ] ahrbucher. Vol. 111-112. 1904.
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LIST OF BOOKS, ETC., REFERRED TO—Continued.

Newstead. A frontier post, etc., The Fort of. J. Curie. 1911.

Niederbieber.—Die Keramik des Kastells Niederbieber. 
F. Oelmann. 1914.

O .R.L .—Der Obergermanisch Rdtische Limes—Stockstadt, 
Zugmantel, etc.

Pudding Pan Rock. On the Gallo-Roman red ware from. 
R. A. Smith. In Proceedings of Soc. Antiq., London. 
2nd series, xxii., 1907-9.

Reubel, G .—Romische Topfer in Rheinzabern. 1912.

Ritterling, E.—Das friihromische Lager bei Hofheim 
(Nassauer Annalen, xxxiv., 1904).

Silchester. The Pottery found at, and deposited in Reading 
Museum. T. May. 1906.

Smith, Reginald A .—A Guide to the Antiquities of Roman 
Britain. British Museum, 1922.

Tullie House, Carlisle. Catalogue of Roman Pottery in 
Museum. T. May and L. E. Hope. 1917.

Walters, H. B.—Catalogue of Roman Pottery in British 
Museum. 1908.

Wroxeter, II., III. Excavations at. J. P. Bushe-Fox. 
1912-13-14. Reports of the Research Committee of the 
Society of Antiquaries of London.


