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Site Name:    Pond Hall Farm, Hadleigh, Suffolk, IP7 5PP 

Site Location:   TM 05096 41930 

Local Planning Authority: Babergh District Council 

Planning Application No.: B/16/01111 & B/16/01411 

HER Event No.:    ESF 25572 

HER Monument No.:   HAD 158 

OASIS Reference No.:  richardh2-286373 

Survey Date:   13 June 2017 

1 Introduction 

A programme of historic building recording and analysis of an agricultural barn 

complex at Pond Hall Farm, Hadleigh, Suffolk, was undertaken in June 2017 prior 

to the conversion of two agricultural buildings to residential use and the demolition 

of later associated buildings (Figures 1 and 2). This work was required by conditions 

placed on two planning permissions granted by Babergh District Council 

(B/16/01111 and B/16/01411). The recording was undertaken to Historic England 

(2016) Level 2 historic building recording specifications following a brief issued by 

Dr Abby Antrobus (Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service) on 25 May 2017 

(Antrobus 2017) and in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 

compiled by Dr Richard Hoggett (Hoggett 2017). 

2 Historical and Cartographic Context 

Pond Hall and its associated farmyard, which forms the subject of this report, are 

situated approximately 2 miles east of Hadleigh to the north of Pond Hall Road 

(Figure 1). The site is low lying, with the farmyard being terraced into a westward-

rising slope on top of which stands Pond Hall Farmhouse, an early 20th-century 

house which has recently been extensively renovated and extended (Figure 2). 

Pond Hall itself is Grade II listed (National Heritage List Entry 1194559 / Suffolk HER 

HAD 078) and is now in separate ownership to the farmyard. The whole Pond Hall 

complex is surrounded by rolling open countryside, typical of the landscape in this 

area of southern Suffolk. 
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Figure 1. The location of Pond Hall Farm. Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2017. 

The early history of Pond Hall and its estate has been extensively researched and 

published by Sue Andrews and Rosemary Hoppitt (2011) and need only be 

summarised here. Pond Hall is through to equate to the lost Domesday manor of 

Lafham, which prospered in the centuries following the Norman conquest. The 

manor was purchased in 1360/61 by Helming Leget, an esquire to the royal 

household, who obtained licences to empark in 1369 and to crenellate in 1371. The 

manor passed to the Doyly family later in the 14th century, who subsequently 

obtained a licence for a chapel and held the estate until the 18th century (Andrews 

and Hoppitt 2011, 300–05). During the course of the 14th and 15th centuries, the 

owners of Pond Hall developed a large designed landscape across their estate, 

which included new buildings, water features and an extensive deer park. The 

boundary of the park can be identified with some certainty from later maps 

(Andrews and Hoppitt 2011, 305–09). The extant Pond Hall – a nine-bay, jettied, 

timber-framed house of a single build – dates from the later 15th or early 16th 

centuries, and must have replaced an earlier, perhaps crenellated house on the 

same or a closely adjacent site (National Heritage List Entry 1194559 / Suffolk HER 

HAD 078). 
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Figure 2. Site plan of Pond Hall Farm at 1:1000. © Wincer Kievenaar Chartered Architects 
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Figure 3. Site plan of Pond Hall Farm at 1:500 showing the buildings referred to in the following text. Base-
mapping © Wincer Kievenaar Chartered Architects 

The earliest cartographic depiction of the Pond Hall estate, including the farmyard 

complex, is a map produced by the surveyor Issac Johnson in 1803, now held by 

the Suffolk Record Office (SROI: HD11:457/1928). This map clearly shows Pond Hall 

surrounded by an extensive trapezoidal moat to the north, east and south, with the 

main approach to the house being via a causeway from the west. Small clusters of 

farm buildings are also shown to the west and north-west. We cannot be certain 

of the map’s accuracy regarding the depiction and relative locations of buildings. 

However, this map does show the main east–west barn (Figure 3, Building A1), 

which forms the primary focus of this report, as well as a parallel east–west 

building to its south and two smaller north–south buildings to the east. One of 

these north–south buildings must be the stable/store (Figure 3, Building B) which 

is also recorded in this report, although we cannot be certain which of the two 

buildings indicated on the map relates to it directly. 
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Figure 4. Extract from the 1839 Hadleigh tithe map showing the buildings of Pond Hall Farm in relation to the 
Pond Hall itself (Hadleigh Archive 080/11) 

 

Figure 5. Extract from the 1886 First Edition Ordnance Survey 25-inch map showing Pond Hall Farm. Buildings 
made of stone or brick are shown in red, those made from wood or iron are shown in grey. (OS Suffolk LXXIV.15) 
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Figure 6. Extract from the 1906 Second Edition Ordnance Survey 25-inch map showing Pond Hall Farm. (OS 
Suffolk LXXIV.15) 

 

Figure 7. Extract from the 1926 Third Edition Ordnance Survey 25-inch map showing Pond Hall Farm. (OS Suffolk 
LXXIV.15) 
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Our next historical view of Pond Hall Farm is afforded by the Hadleigh tithe map of 

1839, which indicates that the barn had been utilised to form the northern range of 

a square farmyard (Figure 4). A new range of buildings had been constructed 

extending southwards from the western end of the barn (Building A1) towards the 

parallel southern building, which became the southern range of the yard. The 

eastern side of the yard is shown on the map as a solid boundary, and may have 

been denoted by a fence or a wall. To the east, the stable/store (Building B) is 

clearly depicted on the map as being rectangular, with a collection of smaller 

buildings having been established to its north. This part of the yard complex is 

linked to the main yard by a pair of parallel west–east boundaries, which again may 

have been marked on the ground by walls. 

The Hadleigh sheet of the First Edition of the Ordnance Survey 25-inch map 

(Suffolk LXXIV.15), which was surveyed in 1884 and published in 1886, shows that 

the farm complex had developed further during the latter half of the 19th century 

(Figure 5). The colouring of the map also allows us to differentiate between brick 

and wooden buildings. The square farmyard of the tithe map remains largely 

unchanged, but the eastern boundary had been replaced with a linear range of 

open-fronted brick buildings. The square farmyard is shown divided in half north–

south with a central wooden building standing on the line of the new boundary. 

Outside the square of the yard, the secondary building complex to the east is also 

shown to have changed considerably in the years since the tithe map was 

surveyed, with an additional brick building having been constructed off the eastern 

gable wall of the main barn (Building A1). The wooden buildings surrounding 

Building B had also been reconfigured. Two small extensions to this building are 

also shown on the map, which correspond to those still in evidence, and a 

substantial timber extension is shown attached to its northern gable. 

Little had changed on the farm by the time of the Second Edition Ordnance Survey 

25-inch map, revised in 1902 and published in 1904 (Figure 6), although the 

buildings in the centre of the farmyard had expanded slightly and the eastern 

complex of smaller buildings surrounding Building B had become a little more 

ordered. The Third Edition Ordnance Survey map, revised in 1924 and 1926, again 

shows little change to the layout of the farmyard bar the small-scale reordering of 
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lean-to structures (Figure 7) and it is this map which gives us the best picture of 

the site prior to the dramatic circumstances which unfolded in 1934.  

The farmyard was devastated by a large fire which took hold on the afternoon of 

Saturday 2 June 1934 and resulted in the deaths of many stock animals, as well as 

destroying haystacks and farm buildings. The story was reported in newspapers 

nationwide and a photograph printed in the East Anglian Daily Times following the 

blaze  clearly shows the burnt remains of the main brick barn (Building A1), 

including a pair of large arched entrances, several wall-slits and a steeply pitched 

gable indicative of a thatched roof (Plate 1). The farm was substantially rebuilt in 

the decades following the fire, although from later map evidence the layout of the 

farmyard appears to have been largely preserved, which is why there is such a 

close correspondence between the early maps and the current layout. The range 

of buildings to the west of the farmyard was replaced by a large covered yard 

(Building A4), which took in some of the central area which had previously been 

open. The southern range of buildings appears to have been lost in the fire and 

was not replaced, while the eastern range (Building A5) was rebuilt on a similar 

angle, utilising some of the surviving brickwork in the process. Further to the east, 

the complex around Building B appears to have been less affected by the fire.  

The most recent changes to the layout of the farmyard are captured in a pair of 

aerial photographs published on Google Earth. The first image, from 2000 (Plate 

2), shows the core of the farmyard complex much as it is now, with the exception 

that two large buildings can be seen extending from Building B: one to the north 

and one to the west. Later images from Google Earth indicate that the western 

building had been removed by 2007, while the northern building is still visible on 

the 2008 aerial photograph (Plate 3). This 2008 image is the most recent image 

that Google Earth have of the site and the northern building range shown is no 

longer extant. The present owner bought the site in 2014 and has renovated the 

area around the early 20th-century farmhouse to the west of the farmyard 

complex, but the farmyard itself has remained largely unaltered pending the 

outcome of the planning applications for the conversion to residential use of the 

principal buildings and demolition of the remaining farmyard buildings which has 

precipitated this recording project. 
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Plate 1. A newspaper photograph of Pond Hall Farm following the devastating fire of June 1934, published in the 
East Anglian Daily Times on 4 June 1934. The tall brick gable and arches of the barn can be seen clearly. 

 

Plate 2. An aerial photograph of Pond Hall Farm in 2000 © Google Earth 
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Plate 3. An aerial photograph of Pond Hall Farm in 2007, the most recent image of the site currently to be found 
© Google Earth 

  



11 
 

3 Survey Results 

3.1 Methodology  

This programme of historic building recording and analysis was conducted in 

accordance with the specifications set out by Historic England in Understanding 

Historic Buildings, which describes a Level 2 survey thus: 

Both the exterior and interior of the building will be seen, described and 
photographed. The examination of the building will produce an analysis 
of its development and use and the record will include the conclusions 
reached, but it will not discuss in detail the evidence on which this 
analysis is based. A plan and sometimes other drawings may be made 
but the drawn record will normally not be comprehensive and may be 
tailored to the scope of a wider project. (Historic England 2016, 26) 

The exteriors and interiors of each building in the complex were studied, described 

and photographed on 7 June 2017 using a Canon EOS 450 D 12.2 MP DSLR camera 

fitted with an 18–55mm lens. Images were taken in .RAW format and converted to 

.tiff for archiving purposes. The position and direction of the photographs taken has 

been marked on the existing plans and elevations by Wincer Kievenaar Chartered 

Architects, which were originally prepared in support of the two planning 

applications (Figures 8 and 11). A CD containing high-resolution digital copies of 

the photographs reproduced here is included with this report. 

3.2 Building A1: Barn 

This large, rectangular, brick-built barn measures 24.7m (81ft) long by 8.2m (27ft) 

wide, stands to the north of the surviving farmyard complex and is orientated 

WNW–ESE (Figure 3; Plates 4, 5, 6 and 7). The barn is currently used for storage 

and still houses a large wooden cylindrical silo at its western end, having formerly 

contained several others. The newspaper photograph taken after the fire which 

swept the farmyard in June 1934 clearly shows the burnt remains of the barn, 

including a pair of large arched entrances, several wall-slits and the steeply 

pitched gable of a thatched roof (Plate 1). It is clear from the extant building that 

some of the barn must have been demolished and rebuilt following the fire, 

although substantial elements of the historic fabric do still survive in the structure.  
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Figure 8. The locations and directions of the number plates relating to Buildings A1–A5 at 1:400. 
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Plate 4. General view of the Pond Hall Farm barn complex from the north-west. 

 

Plate 5. General view of the Pond Hall Farm barn complex from the south-west. 
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Plate 6. General view of the barn from the north-west. 

 

Plate 7. The northern elevation of the barn. 

Setting and Ground-Levels: The barn stands on ground which slopes gently from 

west to east, and it would seem that the current ground-profile to the north of the 

barn corresponds to that at the time when the barn was originally constructed. The 

thresholds of both northern doorways are set flush with the exterior ground-level 

and the structure of the barn compensates for the slope, with the consequence 

that its eastern gable wall is considerably taller than the western gable (Plates 7, 8 

and 9). The floor of the barn is terraced accordingly.  
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Plate 8. The eastern elevation of the barn. 

 

Plate 9. The eastern elevation of the barn. 
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The same cannot be said of the land to the south, which shows extensive evidence 

for having been dug-out in order to create a platform for the southern ranges of 

outbuildings (e.g. Plate 5). The resultant break of slope is very clear along the 

western edge of the barn complex, where landscaping for the recent renovation 

of Pond Hall Farmhouse has further accentuated the difference in ground levels. 

Traces of the original ground-profile can be identified on the site of former 

outbuildings adjacent to the barn’s eastern gable, where a large circular concrete 

tank containing stagnant water (the depth of which could not be ascertained) is set 

into the ground and the profile of the slope exposed in cross-section (Plate 10).  

 

Plate 10. The water-filled tank to the east of the barn, with the exposed cross-section of the slope behind. 

The clearest evidence for the alteration of ground levels is provided by the two 

doorways set into the southern elevation of the barn. In its original form, the barn 

would have featured two pairs of opposing archways so that carts could be driven 

into one door and out of the other, requiring roughly equal ground levels on both 

sides of the building. Both of the southern doorways exit the barn at the interior 

ground level, yet the western door now has a small flight of concrete steps (Plate 

11), while the eastern door opens into space 1.5m above the ground (Plate 12).  
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Plate 11. The flight of concrete steps outside the south-western exit from the barn. 

 

Plate 12. The southern elevation of the barn showing the south-eastern exit opening into space. 
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Northern Elevation: The northern elevation of the barn is constructed entirely of 

handmade brick, laid in English bond (Plate 7). The rounded corners, rough 

irregular faces and narrow dimensions of these bricks (9¼ x 4¼ x 2¼ inches) 

indicate a likely 16th-century date for their manufacture, and it has been 

suggested that they were made close by using clay from nearby extraction pits 

(Kennell 2008; Andrews and Hoppitt 2011). There is external and internal evidence 

for the upper sections of this wall having been remodelled following the 1934 fire, 

particularly in the changes of mortar and colour of the brick, although much of this 

work appears to have been undertaken reusing the original bricks making it 

difficult to be certain of the extent of the rebuilding without more detailed analysis. 

There are two sets of double doors in the northern wall of the barn, which the 

historical photograph referred to above indicates were originally arched in brick. 

Although their widths and jambs would appear to be largely original, their tops 

have clearly been reshaped. The westernmost doorway is 3m (10ft) wide, 3.7m 

(12ft) high and spans the full height of the wall, where it is topped by a concrete 

lintel (Plate 13). It has two large sliding wooden doors mounted on exterior metal 

runners. The easternmost door is also 3m (10ft) wide, although it is only 3m (10ft) 

high and is again topped with a concrete lintel. The interior and exterior brickwork 

above this lintel indicate that the wall has been reconstructed for a second time 

subsequent to the initial rebuilding following the 1934 fire (Plates 14 and 15). This 

entrance now has two wooden doors which open inwards, although the remains 

of external sliding wooden doors and associated runners are still in evidence.  

There are four tall, narrow slit-openings visible on the exterior of the northern 

elevation, each spanning 11 brick courses and measuring 0.9m high (3ft) (Plates 13, 

14, and 16–22). They are set at three different heights across the building, which 

correspond with the differing internal floor levels (see below). Running west to 

east, the first opening is located between the western gable wall and the 

westernmost door, the second is located between the two doorways, and the final 

pair are situated close together between the eastern doorway and the eastern 

gable. This latter pair have been blocked from the outside by the insertion of three 

vertical stretchers, although the top stretcher has since been removed from the 

easternmost window to facilitate the insertion of a modern power cable.  
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Plate 13. The north-western entrance to the barn, showing one half of the door open and one half shut. 

 

Plate 14. The north-eastern entrance to the barn. 
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Plate 15. The north-eastern entrance to the barn from the inside. Note the rebuilding above the lintel. 

 

Plate 16. The ventilation slits (one open, one blocked) in the north-western part of the northern elevation. 
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Plate 17. Interior view of the ventilation slits in the north-western part of the northern elevation. 

 

Plate 18. The ventilation slit in the central portion of the northern elevation. 
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Plate 19. Interior view of the ventilation slit in the central portion of the northern elevation. 

 

Plate 20. The blocked ventilation slits in the north-eastern part of the northern elevation. 
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Plate 21. Interior view of the western ventilation slit in the north-eastern part of the northern elevation. 

 

Plate 22. Interior view of the western ventilation slit in the north-eastern part of the northern elevation. 
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Examination of the interior face of the northern elevation reveals that there was 

formerly a second opening at the westernmost end of the wall, forming a pair with 

the extant opening. Although there is no trace of its opening surviving in the 

external brickwork, its partially bricked-up internal reveal is still clearly in evidence 

alongside the bricked-up reveal of its neighbour (Plate 17). All five of the ventilation 

slits in the northern wall are constructed to the same design and are clearly of one 

period: each has a large internal reveal, comprising a flat sill, straight sides and 

semi-circular brick-built arch. The central slit is still open on both sides (Plates 18 

and 19), while the two easternmost slits are only blocked externally (Plates 20–22). 

Eastern Elevation: The eastern elevation of the barn is constructed of brick and 

shows clear evidence of successive build-lines and alterations executed in 

different bricks and bonds (Plate 8). As discussed above, the ground level at the 

base of the eastern elevation is considerably lower than that along the northern 

face of the barn and, as with the northern elevation, the lower half of the wall is of 

handmade bricks in English bond. A substantial angled buttress was constructed 

against the northern side of the eastern elevation in the 19th century (Plate 10).  

A slightly protruding brick string course indicates the approximate level of the 

internal floor, 14 courses (approx. 1.1m / 3ft 7in) above which are the openings of 

two vertical slits, each 12 courses (0.95m / 3ft) high and blocked with headers. 

Unlike the openings on the north wall, the brick heads of these slits have been 

roughly carved into arches. A modern timber studwork mezzanine floor has been 

constructed inside the eastern end of the barn, which partly obscures the internal 

brickwork, although the reveals of both slits, which match those in the north wall, 

are still open and clearly visible internally (Plates 23 and 24).  

Ten courses (approx. 0.8m / 2ft 7in) above the top of the two slits the original 

structure of the wall has clearly been truncated and capped with a horizontal row 

of angled bricks, creating a step in the profile of the wall (Plate 8). There is a 

corresponding build-line on the interior face of the wall, visible just above the level 

of the timber mezzanine (Plate 23). Above this capping is a clear phase of later 

brickwork, presumably corresponding to the rebuilding of the barn following the 

1934 fire. This phase comprises 19 courses of machine-made bricks laid in English 
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bond, and includes reworking and strengthening of the corner where the eastern 

and northern walls meet (Plate 20). This phase is in turn capped by a horizontal 

string course level with the wall plates on the northern and southern elevations, 

and the gable itself is of a later construction, being laid in a different kind of 

machine-made brick laid in Flemish bond (Plate 8). 

Southern Elevation: Due to the later ranges of buildings which have been 

constructed against it, the southern elevation of the barn is not visible in its entirety. 

In contrast to the other walls of the barn, almost the entire elevation appears to 

have been rebuilt from the internal floor level upwards following the 1934 fire, 

although some original masonry survives below that level.  

Externally, the wall is of very uniform appearance, being built from bricks laid in 

English bond for its full height (Plate 12). Original masonry appears to survive below 

the line of the doorsteps and internal floors, although again is it difficult to identify 

the exact extent of its survival without more detailed analysis of the fabric. A 

greater height of original masonry survives at the eastern end of the southern 

elevation, where it is partially obscured by the later stable block (Building A3, 

below). Traces of this masonry can be seen, albeit thickly painted, where the 

stable-block partially abuts the southern elevation of the barn (Plate 25). Additional 

traces of surviving masonry can be seen at the eastern end of the internal face of 

the southern wall, where the later brickwork of the rebuilding programme has 

been keyed into it (Plate 26). The rest of the internal face of the southern wall is of 

uniform construction, with a series of engaged brick piers set at intervals along its 

face in order to support the iron roof trusses, indicating that the southern wall and 

the new roof were conceived as part of a single reconstruction project (Plate 23).  

As mentioned above, there are two doorways in the southern elevation. The 

western doorway is 1.3m (4ft) wide and 2m (6ft 6in) high, with a concrete lintel and 

a hinged wooden door which opens inwards (Plate 27). A short flight of concrete 

steps links this doorway to the external ground level (Plate 11). The eastern 

doorway has the same proportions and a similarly inward-opening door, but, as 

discussed previously, there are no steps outside this door, which opens into space 

(Plates 28 and 12). 
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Plate 23. Interior view of the eastern elevation showing build-lines and studwork mezzanine. 

 

Plate 24. Interior view of the blocked ventilation slits in the eastern elevation. 
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Plate 25.The south-eastern corner of the barn revealed in the northern wall of Building A3. 

 

Plate 26. Interior view of the south-eastern corner of the barn showing surviving patches of original brickwork. 
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Plate 27. Interior view of the western doorway in the southern elevation. 

 

Plate 28. Interior view of the eastern doorway in the southern elevation. 
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Plate 29. Interior view of the southern blocked ventilation slit in the western  elevation. 

 

Plate 30. Interior view of the northern  blocked ventilation slit in the western  elevation. 
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Western Elevation: Due to the slope of the surrounding ground, the western 

elevation of the barn is substantially shorter than its eastern counterpart, and is 

partially obscured by the later brick storage building (Building A2, below) which 

has been constructed against it (Plate 9). The wall is constructed from handmade 

bricks laid in English bond, and would appear to be original fabric. Like the eastern 

elevation, there is a clear build-line level with the top of the northern and southern 

walls above which the gable has been reconstructed in machine-made brick laid 

in Flemish bond. The inside of the rebuilt gable is strengthened by a series of 

engaged piers which help to support the roof. 

There is evidence of a blocked slit opening in the external face of this wall, where 

attempts have been made to remove the slit’s quoining and continue the brick 

bond across the face of the opening (Plate 9). The interior face of the western 

elevation is partially obscured by the large wooden silo which fills the western end 

of the barn, but a pair of brick-arched openings of the same design and dimensions 

as those in the northern and eastern walls are still in evidence (Plates 29 and 30). 

Roof: The original timber roof structure of the barn was lost entirely in the 1934 fire, 

but the historical photograph indicates that this was steeply pitched to take thatch, 

with tall brick gables at either end. During the rebuilding, the original timber frame 

was replaced with a series of evenly-spaced iron trusses set at 4m intervals 

supporting a corrugated steel-sheeting roof (Plate 31). This new roof is at a lower 

pitch and the brick gables were apparently removed and rebuilt accordingly 

(Plates 8 and 9). 

Floor: Although now largely laid to concrete, the correspondence between the 

current floor-levels and the thresholds of the northern doorways suggests that the 

interior floor height is broadly comparable to its original level. The current floor is 

terraced on three levels along the length of the barn (Plate 32), compensating for 

the slope of the ground. The positioning of the five ventilation slits on the northern 

elevation in a single slit and two pairs set at three different heights is suggestive of 

this arrangement reflecting the original floor-levels.  
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Plate 31. Interior view of the barn looking west showing the wooden silo and an example of an iron roof truss.. 

 

Plate 32. Interior view of the barn looking west showing the wooden silo and the terraced floor levels.. 
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Plate 33. The concrete hollow beneath the extant wooden silo. 

 

Plate 34. A concrete hollow marking the site of a former silo, with infilled example behind. 
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Plate 35. Interior view of the area of laid bricks inside the western door of the barn. 

 

Plate 36. Close-up interior  view of the area of laid bricks inside the western door of the barn. 
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An indication of the thickness of the concrete is given by the hemispherical hollows 

which have been cast into the floor to facilitate the functioning of the wooden silos 

which once stood in the barn. The hollow beneath the extant silo is shown in Plate 

33, and another hollow is still to be found in the central section of the barn, adjacent 

to a rubble-filled hole which exhibits a similarly thick concrete slab (Plate 34). There 

is evidence for two more former silo-hollows at the eastern end of the barn, which 

have subsequently been filled with concrete. 

The only section of the floor which is not concrete is that immediately inside the 

westernmost doorway, where the surface comprises a small area of bricks 

(measuring 9¼ x 4¼ x 2¼ inches) set on edge to create a metalled surface (Plates 

35 and 36). These bricks are broken and worn, suggesting heavy use, although it is 

not possible to gauge how long they have been in-situ. The area is surrounded on 

all sides by demonstrably thick concrete and has been truncated to the south by 

the creation of an inspection pit now covered with railway sleepers, and it seems 

highly unlikely that any other areas of brick floor of this kind survive within the barn.  

3.3 Building A2: Storage Building 

A small brick storage room with an apex roof of corrugated metal sheeting with a 

weather-boarded gable projects from north-western corner of the western 

elevation of the barn (Figure 3; Plate 6). The building has a wooden door in the 

western face (which is screwed shut) and a small glazed two-light window to the 

north. Its southern elevation is obscured by vegetation. The brickwork of the 

northern wall indicates an originally larger opening, perhaps another door, which 

has subsequently been bricked up. It was not possible to examine the interior of 

this building, so the blocking of the northern slit of the barn’s western elevation has 

not been able to be examined. 

3.4 Building A3: Eastern Stable Block 

A long, low range of stables abuts the south-eastern corner of the barn and 

extends southwards from it at an angle of slight less than 90 degrees (Figure 3; 

Plates 37 and 38). Several of the early maps of the site show a range of buildings 

in this location, but an examination of the fabric of the extant building indicates 
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that, although small traces of some of these earlier ranges survive, the vast 

majority of the building is of comparatively modern construction.  

The western wall of the range is constructed from machine-made red brick laid in 

Flemish bond, with three wooden stable doors giving access to the building and 

five wooden windows providing light to the stalls. All of these openings have 

concrete lintels and sills (Plate 38). The southern wall of the range comprises a 

large pair of wooden stable doors with a weatherboarded gable. The whole range 

is roofed with corrugated asbestos sheeting supported by a modern timber frame. 

For much of its length the eastern wall comprises a half-height brick wall with 

weatherboarding above, into which are set a series of four eight-light top-opening 

windows lighting the stalls. Near to the northern end of the range is a full-height 

wooden door which marks the join between the newer part of the range and an 

older stub of wall from one of the earlier outbuildings (Plate 37). To the north of 

this door the wall comprises a length of heavily altered full-height brick wall laid 

in English bond to plinth height and Flemish bond above. This wall contains a 

former window, now bricked up, and its interior surface shows this to be the stub 

of an earlier, probably 19th-century wall which has been rather haphazardly 

incorporated into the later structure (Plate 39). Internally, the range is divided up 

into stalls by a mixture of timber stud walls, wire fencing and rendered partitions 

(Plate 39). The southern cell of the range is currently used for storage (Plate 40). 

3.5 Building A4: Covered Yard 

This structure comprises a large covered yard with internal subdivisions which 

takes its alignment form the southern wall of the barn. Consisting of three north–

south ranges, the two side ranges have low apex roofs and a taller central range 

has a steeper apex roof (Figure 3; Plates 5 and 41). The entire structure is roofed 

and gabled with corrugated asbestos sheeting. This range has a bare-earth floor, 

with the exception of some parts of the eastern ranges which have concrete floors. 

Although similar ranges of buildings are shown on the pre-fire Ordnance Survey 

maps of the farmyard, the current structure is of relatively modern construction 

and presumably replaced some of these earlier buildings. No obvious trace of 

these earlier buildings survives.  
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Plate 37. The eastern stable block from the south-west. 

 

Plate 38. The eastern stable block from the north-east showing the surviving stub of earlier buildings. 
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Plate 39. Interior view of the northern end of the eastern stable block showing the surviving stub of earlier 
buildings and blocked window. 

 

Plate 40. Interior view of the southern cell of the eastern stable block. 
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Plate 41. The eastern face of storage Building A5 and the southern face of the covered yard. 

 

Plate 42. Interior view of the covered yard showing the western retaining wall and roof structure. 
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Plate 43. The eastern stable block range of the covered yard from the south-east. 

 

Plate 44. Interior view of a typical loose box showing dwarf walls and wooden partitioning. 
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The external walls of the covered yard are all of pale machine-made bricks laid in 

Flemish bond. The southernmost wall is half-height brick with weatherboards 

above and is partially obscured by a later storage building (Building A5, below) 

(Plate 41). The westernmost wall is full height, runs the length of the range and acts 

as a revetment for the higher ground to the west. Recent landscaping as part of 

the redevelopment of Pond Hall Farmhouse has increased this effect so that only 

the top few courses of bricks are now proud of the ground (Plate 5). The inner face 

of this wall features regularly-spaced engaged brick piers which support the iron 

roof trusses of the westernmost range (Plate 42). The northern wall comprises the 

continuation of the full height wall, topped with corrugated asbestos sheeting 

where required to fill the gable, and ultimately butts against the south-western 

corner of the barn. 

The central range of the structure is defined by a framework of vertical iron girders 

which support the horizontal ironwork and iron trusses of the roof (Plate 42). 

Standing taller than the two flanking ranges, the sections of walling between the 

lower and upper roofs comprise wooden louvres to facilitate ventilation. The front 

of this central range is open to allow access to the covered yard (Plate 41). 

The proportions of the eastern range mirror that of the western range, and it is 

again constructed from pale machine-made bricks laid in Flemish bond. The 

southern wall of this range is partially half-height brick with weatherboarding 

above and partially full-height brick. The eastern wall of the range features five 

pairings of wooden stable door and single-light window, each of which serves a 

loosebox (Plate 43). The looseboxes are constructed within the eastern range and 

are of identical construction, each comprising dwarf walls of brick topped by 

partitions of horizontal wooden planking affixed to vertical timbers. The roofs of 

the stall are open and surmounted by an improvised hayloft (Plate 44).  

At the northern end of this range, immediately adjacent to the barn, is a pair of 

outward-opening wooden double doors which lead to a concrete-floored loading 

area and tack room. This area also contains the concrete steps down from the 

south-western door of the barn discussed above (Plate 11).  
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3.6 Building A5: Storage Building 

Appended to the south-western corner of Building A4 is an additional brick storage 

building in the same pale machine-made bricks laid in Flemish bond (Figure 3). 

This building is also apex-roofed with corrugated asbestos sheeting and may be 

contemporary with the construction of the covered yard or have been added very 

soon afterwards (Plate 41). The western wall of the building is similarly built into 

the slope of the hill (Plate 5), while the eastern wall contains two three-light 

wooden windows. The southern front of the building features a large pair of 

outward-opening wooden double doors under a concrete lintel, above which the 

gable is missing leaving a void (Plate 5). Access could not be gained to this building 

during the survey.  

 

Figure 9. The locations and directions of the number plates relating to Buildings B at 1:100. 
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3.7 Building B: Stable/Store 

Located 16m south-east of the barn, in an area of the site which the historical maps 

show to have been heavily developed at various points in the farm’s history, stands 

a broadly north–south-aligned two-storey building with extensions to the east and 

west (Plate 45). The main body of this building is of red brick, measures 13.4m long 

by 6m wide and has an apex roof of corrugated asbestos sheeting. The lower 

storey is divided into three rooms, while the upper storey is a single room, and the 

whole building is currently being used for storage. The upper storey was not able 

to be entered due to health and safety considerations.  

Eastern elevation: The lower half of the eastern elevation of the building is 

constructed from handmade red brick (measuring 9¼  x 4¼  x 2¼ inches) laid in 

English bond, which may indicate contemporaneity with the earliest phases of the 

barn, although this cannot be demonstrated with certainty (Plate 46). The lower 

storey features two single wooden stable doors with slatted tops to the north and 

south and a central wooden double door. Each door leads into a separate room. 

All three of the entrances are topped with shallow segmental brick arches laid 

vertically. To the south of the southern doorway is a small slatted square window.  

The upper storey, from level with the tops of the main doors, appears to be of a 

later date and is constructed from bricks of a different hue laid in Flemish bond 

(Plate 46). Above each of the single doorways is a three-light wooden window with 

horizontal slats, both topped with a horizontal row of headers. The brickwork 

above the wider central arch shows signs of structural failure.  

At the northern end of the eastern elevation is a small brick outshut extension 

under a pent roof of corrugated iron (Plates 46 and 47). Laid in Flemish bond, this 

outshut has a small wooden south-facing door and a small east-facing slatted 

wooden window. The northern wall of the outshut is obscured by vegetation, and 

is clearly a later addition to the main building as it butts against the doorframe of 

the northern doorway. The interior of this room shows signs of having been used 

for storage, perhaps for riding tack, and the interior of the northern wall indicates 

multiple phases of rebuilding, including traces of a former, shallower roofline 

which presumably relates to the former buildings which stood to the north.   
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Plate 45. View of Building B from the south-west. 

 

Plate 46. The eastern elevation of Building B. 
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Plate 47. Interior view of the northern wall of the eastern extension 

 

Plate 48. Southern elevation of Building B. 



45 
 

 

Plate 49. Western elevation of Building B. 

 

Plate 50. Western elevation of Building B showing evidence of blocked doorway. 
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Southern elevation: The southern elevation of the building is of red brick and also 

demonstrates the two phases of English bond/Flemish bond development in 

evidence in the eastern elevation (Plate 48). There are no openings in the lower 

storey, and there is a large wooden-framed doorway with wooden door on the first 

storey, which can now only be reached by temporary scaffolding stairs. The gable 

of this wall is covered with corrugated asbestos sheeting.  

It would appear that this doorway belongs to the later phase of the structure, but 

may reflect the positon of a former gable doorway into the roof-space of the earlier 

single-storey structure, which probably functioned as a hay-loft.  

Western elevation: The western elevation of the building is largely obscured by 

vegetation and is dominated by a large outshut extension under a catslide roof of 

corrugated asbestos sheeting (Plates 45 and 49). This extension is laid in Flemish 

bond and is clearly a later addition, with wooden doorways in its northern and 

southern elevations and a wooden two-light window in its western elevation. It was 

not possible to gain access to this extension and the interior could not be 

inspected. 

To the south of the extension a small wooden-framed window and a wooden door 

topped with headers lead into the southern room of the building (Plate 49). The 

extension has been built against the northern jamb of this doorframe. Immediately 

to the north of the extension are the traces of a former matching door represented 

by an area of bricking up and a row of headers (Plate 50). Above this are traces of 

the former roofline of a building range which formerly butted against this part of 

the building.  

Northern Elevation: The northern elevation again shows signs of multiple phases 

of construction, but these differ from those in evidence in the other three faces of 

the building (Plate 51). The lower portion of the northern elevation has been laid in 

a haphazard Flemish bond in rough handmade bricks, topped by a plinth course 

and a row of headers set on edge. This seems to represent the remains of an earlier 

wall incorporated into the fabric (see below). Above this are four courses of English 

bond in a redder and better-made brick which then switches to Flemish bond for 

the rest of the height of the elevation. 
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Plate 51. Northern elevation of Building B. 

 

Plate 52.Detail of butressed brick wall to the west of Building B. 
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Plate 53. Interior view of the southern room looking west. 

 

Plate 54. Interior view of the southern room looking east. 
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Plate 55. Interior view of the central room looking west. 

 

Plate 56. Interior view of the northern room looking west 
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As with the southern elevation, the gable is clad in corrugated asbestos sheeting, 

but here a triangle of cladding is missing where, until recently, the roofline of a 

building abutted this elevation. Traces of this roofline can be clearly seen on the 

face of the brickwork lower down the elevation and the footings of this former 

building can still be detected in the rubble of the yard to the north of the building. 

The missing cladding reveals a slender wooden wall-plate with vertical studwork, 

which shows signs of weatherboarding having been attached to its face. 

The traces of the low wall present in the lower courses of the northern elevation 

continue to the west in the form of a 2m-high stretch of brick wall which includes 

a variety of different and sometimes irregular brick bonds (Plate 52). This wall has 

two plinth courses and has been topped with 19th-century brickwork, including 

half-round brick capping in places. A rather ornate rounded and stepped brick 

buttress is also still standing supporting the wall, and the wall itself is clearly a 

survival from an earlier layout of the yard which has been incorporated into later 

structures. 

Interior (Lower Storey): The lower storey of the building is divided into three 

rooms, each individually accessed from the outside with no extant interconnecting 

doorways. A substantial timber ceiling runs above all three of the rooms, 

comprising a large chamfered principal joist spanning the length of the building 

embedded in the brickwork at either end. A series of flat-laid common joists sit 

atop timber girts on the outside walls and are socketed into the principal joist from 

above as an integral part of the wooden flooring of the upper storey. This ceiling is 

likely to be later 16th or 17th century and contemporary with the lower storey. 

The southernmost room measures 2.3m north–south by 2.6m east–west and is 

accessed by single doorways in the eastern and western walls (Plates 53 and 54). 

It has a bare-earth floor. Three horizontal timber battens are set into the southern 

face of the wall and the southern edges of the east and west walls, which may 

have formerly supported a wall-mounted manger. There are traces of a bricked-

up interconnecting door in the north-western corner of the room. 

The central room measures 1.9m north–south by 2.6m east–west and is entered 

from the east via a large pair of wooden double doors. The room has a bare-earth 
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floor and the interior is partially rendered, making it difficult to identify any 

structural clues in the brickwork (Plate 55). There is a blocked opening on the 

western wall which is too narrow for a door and probably marks the location of a 

former window.  

The northern room measures 2m north–south by 2.6m east–west and is entered 

by a single door in the eastern elevation (Plate 56). It has a bare earth floor. There 

is a large bricked-up former window in the western elevation. There is a small 

plinth course on the inside face of the northern wall, which corresponds with that 

noted on the exterior elevation (see above) and likewise indicates that this end of 

the building incorporates earlier structures into its fabric.  

Interior (Upper Storey): It was not possible to access the upper storey, but it was 

possible to obtain a limited view of the space from the top of the temporary 

scaffolding steps which stand outside the southern doorway (Plates 48 and 57). 

This doorway provides the only access to the single room which forms the upper 

storey, which presumably functioned as a hay loft furnished by an external ladder. 

The floor of the room is boarded longitudinally and the walls are rendered. The 

two windows in the eastern elevation are shuttered internally and there is an 

opening in the western wall which may have originally been a second door, but 

which now opens into the roofspace of the western extension. 

The timber wallplates are visible, as is the interior studwork of the northern gable 

(see above), and a series of substantial timber tie beams span the room. Some of 

these beams have empty mortices and they appear to have been reused from 

elsewhere, or at the very least reset from an earlier incarnation of the building. The 

penultimate tie beam to the north has a marked downward curve and has been 

sawn through at either end, presumably to create more headroom. The roof is 

angled at approximately 45 degrees and has a pair of collar purlins held by a series 

of collar ties. The rafters show signs of the inside the roof having previously been 

lathed. It would seem that the walls and roof of the upper story represent a later 

addition to the building, which probably belongs to the later 17th or 18th centuries. 
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Plate 57 Interior view of the upper storey looking north. 
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4 Conclusion 

This programme of historic building recording and analysis of the agricultural barn 

complex at Pond Hall Farm, undertaken prior to the conversion of two of the 

principal buildings to residential use and the demolition of a number of other 

structures, has demonstrated that the dramatic fire which destroyed much of the 

farmyard in 1934 did not totally eradicate all traces of earlier buildings. Indeed, a 

substantial proportion of the fabric of both the main west–east barn (Building A1) 

and the stable/store to its south-east (Building B), are likely to be of 16th-century 

origin, albeit with considerable later alterations and additions, making them 

broadly contemporary with the extant Pond Hall and coinciding with the 

historically-attested development of the wider Pond Hall estate into a high-status 

designed landscape. 

Before the fire, the main west–east barn (Building A1) was a tall brick structure with 

a steep, thatched roof, two pairs of large brick archways and numerous ventilation 

slits with arched interiors. Although the entire timber roof structure was lost to the 

fire and the gables subsequently rebuilt at a lower pitch, it would seem that the 

majority of the barn’s northern, eastern and western elevations comprise original 

brickwork, complete with intact (albeit blocked) ventilation slits. Fragments of 

original fabric survive in the southern elevation too, although most of this wall was 

rebuilt in its entirety following the fire.  

Both the exterior ground surface to the north of the barn and the floor of the barn 

itself appear to represent their original levels, although the barn seems to have 

been largely resurfaced with concrete to a considerable depth. The area of the 

farmyard to the south has been heavily truncated in order to create a level surface. 

Although some truncation must have taken place before the 19th century, it is 

presumed that the yard was truncated further during rebuilding in the aftermath 

of the fire. It is therefore no surprise that almost all of the surviving structures in 

the farmyard are of 20th-century origin, with only a short stub of 19th-century 

brickwork surviving where the eastern stable block (Building A3) meets the 

southern elevation of the barn. 
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It seems very likely that Building B, the other main focus of this survey, is of a 

slightly later date to the main barn and its brickwork suggests that this began as a 

single-storey three-celled building, most likely a stable, with a timber-floored 

hayloft above. Later in the site’s history this building was raised to a full two storeys, 

retaining the original fabric, and was extended in two directions, although it 

appears to have kept its function before being given over to storage. The historical 

maps and aerial photographs indicate that the wider farm complex has 

experienced a lengthy developmental sequence, with a layout that has continued 

to change until very recent times. The area surrounding Building B has been 

particularly dynamic, with traces of two large buildings abutting the structure, one 

to the north and one to the west, both of which survived into the 21st century. 

Despite these changes, the stretch of brick walling with an ornate brick buttress to 

the west of Building B, which is also incorporated into its northern elevation, is a 

remarkable survival. At its core this wall is likely to be contemporary with the barn 

and is amongst the more notable features on the site.  
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