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Abstract 

In March 2017 Avon Archaeology Limited were commissioned by Ghaidan Architects to 

undertake a Historic Building Survey on the former United Reformed Church, Church Road, 

Bishopsworth Bristol. The survey was commissioned to satisfy a condition of planning consent 

(application ref: 16/02734/F) associated with the conversion of the building into six apartments. 

In accordance with this planning condition the survey was undertaken to Historic England 

Level 2 specifications (HE, 2006), prior to any alterations taking place. 

Until 1938 the church was served by the Bristol Congregational Itinerant Society when a full-

time minister was appointed. In 1972 many churches belonging to the Congregational Church 

movement merged with the Presbyterian Church to form the United Reformed Church. It 

closed as a place of worship on the 30th December, 2012. 

A rapid photographic survey was carried out, both internally and externally. Using existing 

survey drawings, in conjunction with the photographic record, plans and elevation drawings 

were created. This report will discuss the building’s historically significant features and place 

them within a phased chronological narrative.  

The land on which the church now stands was until the first half of the 20th century entirely 

rural. The building itself was constructed in 1930 by W.J. Kew and is a fine example of inter-

war architecture reflecting elements of gothic revival and modernist styles complete with 

many original features including decorative masonry, woodwork and stained glass.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Ghaidan Architects have commissioned an archaeological building survey on the United 

Reformed Church, Bishopsworth, Bristol (centred on NGR ST 56984 68510) (Figures 1 & 

2). The survey was commissioned to satisfy a condition of planning (application ref: 

16/02734/F) associated with the conversion of the building into six apartments. 

The United Reformed Church in Bishopsworth was constructed in 1930 and, externally at 

least, remains largely unaltered since this time. The interior of the building appears to have 

remained largely unaltered until recently, when some features have been removed.  

 

2 METHODOLOGY 

The building survey site work was conducted over the course of one day in March 2017. In 

accordance with planning conditions the survey was undertaken to Historic England Level 2 

specifications, described below. 

This is a descriptive record, made in similar circumstances to Level 1 but when more information 

is needed. It may be made of a building which is judged not to require a more detailed record, 

or it may serve to gather data for a wider project. Both the exterior and interior of the building will 

be seen, described and photographed. The examination of the building will produce an analysis 

of its development and use and the record will include the conclusions reached, but it will not 

discuss in detail the evidence on which this analysis is based. A plan and sometimes other 

drawings may be made but the drawn record will normally not be comprehensive and may be 

tailored to the scope of a wider project. 

The survey was undertaken prior to any alterations associated with the current development 

taking place, although the removal of some features, most notably the suspended floor, has 

occurred1.  

Plans of each floor were adapted from existing surveys. New external elevation drawings were 

created by modifying existing surveys in conjunction with on-site measurements, taken using 

tape measures, and rectified photography.  

 

Phasing 

It appears that most of what is visible both inside and outside of the building today dates to the 

original 1930 construction phase, although some later additions, such as the church organ and 

external boiler room, may have been inserted at a later date, probably during the 1940s/1950s. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 The author was informed that this occurred prior to the current owner’s purchase of the building. 

1



 
 

N
G

R
 S

T
 5

7
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
 
 

Site Location Plan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NGR ST 68 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
0m                                               500m 

 
 

 
Avon Archaeology 
Limited March 2017
 

United Reformed Church, Church Road, Bishopsworth, Bristol 
Standing Building Recording 

 

2



Figure 2

Site Plan Showing location of building recorded
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3  GEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

The British Geological Survey online viewer records the underlying geology of the site as  

‘Charmouth Mudstone Formation – Mudstone. Sedimentary Bedrock formed approximately 

183 to 197 million years ago in the Jurassic Period. Local environment previously dominated 

by shallow seas’.  

No superficial geology is indicated for the area.   

No specific archaeological studies have been previously undertaken for the study area itself 

and no archaeological remains pre-dating the medieval period are recorded nearby; however 

the site lies just to the east of Church Road, which is widely accepted to follow the route of an 

important Roman road, which ran north to south between Chew Magna, across Dundry to the 

Roman settlement of Abonae at modern Sea Mills (Margary, p140, 1973).  

Bishopsworth has existed as a nucleated settlement since at least 1786 when it is depicted 

on a map of Bedminster Manor (BRO/AC/PL/92). Historically Bishopsworth lay within the 

parish of Bedminster in the county of Somerset and was not incorporated into the city of Bristol 

until the 1950s. It seems that at the time of Domesday (AD 1086) there were two, probably 

adjoining, manors of Bishopsworth (Etheridge 2006) known during the middle ages as 

Bishopsworth Lyons and Bishopsworth Arthur (Collinson 1791, II, 284).  

The land on which the church now stands was until the first half of the 20th century entirely 

rural. The building itself was constructed in 1930, and was founded as a Congregational 

Chapel, a protestant denomination who practice ecclesiastical polity, a system whereby the 

congregation governs itself autonomously.  

The church was constructed by a local builder and member of the church, W.J. Kew. Between 

1930 and 1938 there was no full-time minister appointed to the church. Instead it was served 

by the Bristol Congregational Itinerant Society, a group who arranged for preachers without a 

church to be picked up from Bristol Bridge at 10.15 each Sunday and brought to Bishopsworth 

for sermons. 

In September 1938 a full-time minster was appointed. By 1945 ‘there were 90 children 

attending Sunday School and 78 members of the Brotherhood and Sisterhood, another church 

organisation’ (BHER, 3323M). The growing attendance and importance of the church reflects 

the increasing population of Bishopsworth during the mid-20th century, which occurred largely 

after it was incorporated into the city. 

In 1972 many churches belonging to the Congregational Church movement merged with the 

Presbyterian Church to form the United Reformed Church. It closed as a place of worship on 

30th December 2012. 
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4 THE STANDING BUILDING RECORDING 

Description and Observations 

The United Reform Church, Bishopsworth was constructed in 1930. The building is L-shaped in 

plan (Figure 3) with single story sections to the front and rear, with a double height space in the 

main hall (Figures 4-7). The façade, north-east and south-west facing elevations are constructed 

from a mix of limestone and Pennant blocks although the elevation to the rear and internal 

elevations are constructed of brick. Areas of the roof visible from the façade are clad in slate 

while all others are covered by Courtrai tiles. The building is raised above street level, 

presumably as a result of artificial terracing, with a retaining wall of pennant stone fronting the 

pavement. The building consists of six rooms including; a lobby area, the main hall, two small 

rooms to the rear adjoined by two toilet areas. 

It is intended to be converted (Figures 3-7), with a single storey extension to the rear, to form 

five self-contained two-bedroom flats and one 1-bedroom flat. Externally roof lights will be added 

on the north-east and south-west sides. A door will also be punched through the external wall in 

the south-west facing elevation. Internally the organ will be removed as will the internal walls 

forming the partitions between the main hall and rear rooms and porch. 

 

Exterior (Figures 4-7 & Plates 1-13) 

Most exterior features observed appear to belong to the original 1930s construction phase 

although elements apart from the church such as the boiler room and tank are probably later.  

The façade of the building (Figure 4) has a single height porch, with pitched roof leading to a 

double height gable which forms the main hall. The porch has two windows, each featuring three 

lights with floral designed stained glass and limestone frame with diamond mullions and four-

centred arches. Between the windows is the main doorway. The surround is constructed in 

limestone and reflects a simple modernist style with a V-shaped arch and angular splayed 

doorjambs arranged around a set of semi-circular steps. The double door itself is timber with 

three lights and six panels on each door below a triangular four pane transom. A limestone ashlar 

block string course runs along the top of the porch. This is topped by a simple rectangular cornice 

with occasional rounded detailing, some of which are reminiscent of an open book (Plate 1). 

Around the base of the façade, approximately 0.5m from ground level, is a row of limestone 

blocks with various commemorations and inscriptions (see appendix a) (Plate 2). A pitched roof, 

clad in slate, adjoins the south east facing gable of the main hall. The main hall façade gable 

has two plinths on each side with square masonry detailing alternating between pennant and 

limestone. Topping each of these and the top of the gable are simplified Corinthian style finials 

(Plate 3). A single, large four arch topped window (Plate 4) with a splayed pediment encloses 

five ogee arched lights at the base, lancet style lights in the top half and diamond mullions. The 

lights are stained with simple floral and linear designs. A limestone relief band with diamond 

centre is located above the window. A corniced parapet with a single triangular detail on each 

side marks the roof line. (Plate 5)  A date-stone (Plate 6) sits above the main entrance marked 

1828-1930. This possibly refers to the foundation date of the Congregational Church at 

Timsbury, Somerset, which was also constructed by W.J. Kew (presumably senior to the W.J. 

Kew who constructed the church at Bishopsworth).  
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The north-east facing elevation (Figure 5) has a gable wall adjoining the façade, with a rose 

window (Plate 6) approximately 4.8m above current ground level. The window is constructed of 

limestone with stained glass in a circular band and diamond pattern with a crown motif in the 

centre. A second window on the north-east gable (Plate 7) is located approximately 1.8m above 

current ground level. It is similarly framed in oolitic limestone with a four-centred arch top and 

three lights incorporating plain and stained glass flower motifs. Moving north-west along the 

elevation is a series of four banded, pennant and limestone buttresses, and four gothic style 

windows (Plate 8). These windows consist of three vertical lights, which in turn are separated 

into three panes, a larger one to the base and two smaller above. They are again framed in 

limestone with ogee-arched heads on the lower lights, and feature a mixture of plain and stained 

glass of floral design. An awning window is located in the central pane of each window. To the 

rear of the church the elevation steps down to become single storey and features a single window 

(Plate 9) framed in limestone with a four arched top and two lights filled with plain glass. The 

south-easternmost of these panes incorporates an awning window. Approximately 0.3m above 

ground level a wide band of concrete pointing marks the line of the damp course and, above 

this, under each of the windows is an iron fronted vent (Plate 10). Standing adjacent to the north-

west corner of the north-east facing elevation is a brick/concrete built boiler house and metal oil 

tank which are presumed to post-date the original construction.  

The south-west facing elevation (Figure 7) is almost identical to that facing north-east aside from 

the side wing, which extends at right angles approximately 3m to the south-west. As seen on 

most of the elevations the quoins are stressed with limestone blocks. The side wing has one 

window of 2.12m x 1.9m facing south-east (Figure 4) and a second of the same dimensions 

facing south-west; both are of the ogee arch type with floral stained glass design as discussed 

elsewhere. The north-westernmost window in this elevation, located in the single storey area at 

the rear of the building, is of the same four-centred arch style as that seen on the north-east 

elevation, although this example includes three panels rather than two.  

The ironwork guttering on both the façade and north-east and south-west facing elevations 

includes hoppers with inverted crenulations and rose designs (Plate 11).  

The rear of the building (Figure 6) differs dramatically from the other elevations in that it is 

constructed from brick rather than stone. This is presumably a money saving measure at the 

time of construction. In the single storey area of the rear elevation a doorway is located on both 

the south-west and north-east ends in addition to a single window measuring 1.2m x 0.9m and 

two smaller windows (the northernmost of which has been blocked up) measuring 1.17m x 0.7m. 

Both doorways, and the larger of the three windows, in this section have concrete lintels and 

header aligned brick sills. The smaller two windows have both header aligned brick lintels and 

sills. Above the single storey area of the rear elevation is a gable incorporating two stained glass 

panels. This part of the rear elevation is set away from the rest of the rear gable by approximately 

1.7m. It features the two most impressive stained glass panels in the building which are of 

simplified gothic revival style with two lights per window. The westernmost (Plate 12) of these 

features a gothic revival stained glass scene from Matthew 19:14 showing Jesus with young 

children, the image itself being highly reminiscent of the stained glass Jesus, Friend of Little 

Children from the Gothic Church of St Severin in Paris. Under this image is a dedication to ‘The 

Glory of God and in loving memory of Ernest John Iliffe for 47 years as a member and Deacon 

of this Church’. The easternmost window (Plate 13) in this elevation shows a scene from John 

10, The Good Shepherd, and is dedicated to ‘The ‘Glory of God and in loving memory of 
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Alexander Anson for 56 years a member and Deacon of this Church’. Set back from this is the 

main element of the rear elevation which forms most of the rear of the main hall.  

 

Interior (Figure 3 & Plates 15-36) 

The porch of the interior has a pitched roof and rendered walls. A wooden, banded cornice 

follows the base of the pitched roof to the exterior wall. Other cornice detailing on the south-

west and north-east elevations has been removed (Plate 14). The floor is constructed from 

red quarry tiles (Plate 15). The external windows and doors have been discussed above. 

Between the porch and the main hall is a rendered brick wall (which will be removed during 

the development) with a single four arch window (Plate 16) with central mullion and plain glass 

lights. Two doors (Plate 17) lie to either side of the central window which are T-shaped and 

feature four-centred arch style tops and windows to either side. At the point of the join with the 

main hall gable are two simple inverted crenulation corbels (Plate 18).  

The suspended wooden floor of the main hall has been removed to reveal a concrete screed 

below. Below the organ in the side wing the suspended floor is double height (Plate 19). The 

walls have been rendered up to the point where the suspended floor previously sat, revealing 

a brick internal skin (Plate 20).  

The north-east (Plate 21), north-west (Plate 22) and south-west facing (Plate 23) interior 

elevations show few architectural features, aside from the windows which were discussed 

above. 

The roof beams form a series of five bays within the central hall. Roof purlins are supported 

on common rafters with an upper collar, hammer trusses, hammer beams and arched braces 

on each stage (Plate 24). Steel, spayed Y-shaped ties run from each collar beam through the 

arches and hammer posts into the wall (Plate 25). Each lower arched brace is supported on 

a limestone corbel (Plate 26). The rafters are infilled with tongue and groove boards. At the 

front gables, above the rose windows, trusses span between the lower hammer beams and 

third purlin to form a bent V-shape. The roof of the side wing is supported by a tie beam, fixed 

on a simple hammer beam and arched brace without a corbel, which links with the roof of the 

main hall. 

It is probable that the organ (Plate 27) in the side wing is a later addition as it partially covers 

the south-west window of the side wing. This addition most likely occurred post-1938 when 

the church was undergoing expansion. The organ is housed in a wood panelled box with metal 

pipes extending to fit within the roof space avoiding the roof trusses. The organ will be removed 

during the current development.  

In the rear, south-east facing, interior wall (Plate 28) are two doors leading to the single storey 

rear rooms and an apse area. The two doorways have open V-shaped tops and an upper four-

centred arch. On the westernmost doorway a section of brickwork was visible showing a brick 

arch (Plate 29). The central apse section is rectangular in plan with a four-centred beaded 

reveal arch top. Set within the apse are stained glass windows depicting religious scenes and 

inscriptions which were discussed in detail above. Wooden chamfered panelling runs along 

the extent of the rear wall between the two doorways. In the eastern wall of the apse a wooden 
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door, in the same style as the wood panelling, leads to the eastern rear room (Plate 30a). An 

opposite ‘false door’ (Plate 30b) has been constructed in the eastern wall of the apse.  

The first single storey room (Plate 31) in the rear of the west of the building has rendered 

walls, a tongue and groove floor and a suspended ceiling with a rough texture. Wood battening 

forms a rectangular pattern and central diamond shape on the ceiling. Wooden bands running 

around the room were observed above and below window level. To the north a door leads to 

a toilet room (Plate 32) which had rendered walls. 

The room to the east of the apse (Plate 33) has, like the main hall, had its suspended wooden 

floor removed to reveal lower courses of brick. All internal partitions within this rear area 

appear to have been constructed of brick with the suspended floor sitting on splayed 

foundations (Plate 34). Like the western single story room it has a double row of wooden 

bands above and below window height. A wooden panelled door leads to a second toilet (Plate 

35).  

Numerous other features were observed within the interior including: original electric radiators 

(Plate 36) seen in both the side wing and eastern single storey room to the rear; Bakelite light 

switches and sockets; cast iron radiators, presumably inserted when the boiler house to the 

rear was constructed and several 1950s-60s PA speakers.   

It is clear that some of the original wall furnishings have been removed, again prior to purchase 

by the current owner, attested by the presence of discoloured areas of the wall and redundant 

fixing holes. 

  

 

5  CONCLUSION 

The recording works presented in this report have made a photographic and drawn record of 

the internal and external features of the United Reformed Church, Bishopsworth. It appears 

that very few changes have occurred to the exterior of the church and, until the recent removal 

of the floors and some of the internal fittings, the interior either.  

The building demonstrates a number of architectural styles blending elements of the interwar 

style with that of the gothic revival. The stained glass, particularly that of the apse area, is of 

good quality and contains inscriptions pertinent to the building, as do the inscriptions on the 

façade. While the façade and side elevations appear to reflect the wealth of the church, money 

saving elements, such as the brick internal skin, entirely brick rear and sparing use of slate 

tile, are visible throughout the structure.  
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APPENDIX A 

List of inscriptions on: 

The east side of entrance, south-east facing elevation (from west to east) 

 Laid by ?**? McAlyson? Senior Deacon  

 Laid by Mr and Mrs W.J. Simmons 

 Laid on behalf of the Christian Endeavour in Memory of Harold Hamblin 

 Laid on behalf of the Sweing Guild by Mrs T. Hamblin 

 Laid by Miss A.A. Joll 

 Laid by Mr and Mrs L. Caswell 

 Laid on behalf of Marshfield Church 

 Laid on Behalf of Timsbury Church 

On north-east facing elevation 

 Laid on behalf of Mangotsfield Church 

 Laid on Behalf of Upton Cheney Church 

The west side of entrance, south-east facing elevation (from east to west) 

 Laid on behalf of Warmley Church 

 Laid by Mr F. Samson 

 Laid by Mr F. Percy Jenkins 

 Laid by Mr E.J. Iliffe 

 Laid on behalf of the Sunday School by Mrs W.J. Kew leader of the Primary Dep 

 Laid in the memory of Mr George Bird for many years Pastor of the Old Church 

 Laid by Mr W.E. Gardner 

 Laid by Mrs C.T. Joll wife of the Pastor 

(Last two inscriptions illegible) 

On south-west facing elevation 

 Laid on behalf of Westerleigh Church 

 Laid on behalf of Wick Church 
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Figure 3Plan showing current building and proposed changes
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Figure 5
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Plate 1: Detail of porch  cornice on façade. 

Looking north-east. 

Plate 3: Detail of finial on façade. 

Looking north-east. 

Plate 4: Interior view of central window in façade of 

main hall. Looking south-east. 

Plate 6: Rose window in north-east elevation 

viewed from interior of building. 

PLATES 

Plate 5: Date-stone over main entranceway, 

1828-1930. Looking north-west. 

  United Reformed Church, Bishopsworth, Bristol 
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Plate 2: Looking north-west at inscriptions on 

north-east side of the façade (see appendix a). 

Avon Archaeology 
Limited March 2017 16



Plate 7: Window below rose window in gable of 

north-east elevation.  

Plate 8: Ogee style window on north-east ele-

vation. Buttresses can be seen to either side. 

Plate 9: Window in single story area to rear of 

main hall. North-east elevation. 

Plate 10: Showing metal vent directly over damp 

course. North-east elevation. 

Plate 11: Hopper and downpipe on fa-

çade of building. Looking north-west. 

Plate 12: West-

ernmost stained 

glass window at 

rear of building 

viewed from inte-

rior. Looking 

north-west. 
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Plate 13: Easternmost stained glass window 

at rear of building viewed from interior. 

Looking north-west. 

Plate 15: Red quarry tile floor of porch area. 

Looking south-west. 

Plate 14: North-east facing elevation of porch 

area showing pitched roof. Cornice is seen on 

left and removed cornice in centre. 

Plate 16: Central window of partition wall be-

tween porch and main hall. Looking north-west. 

Plate 17: East-

ernmost of two 

doors leading 

from porch to 

main hall. 

Looking north. 

Plate 18: Corbel 

supporting pitched 

roof of porch on 

partition between  

porch and main 

hall. Looking north. 
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Plate 19: Double height suspended floor below 

organ. Concrete screed can be seen below. 

Looking south-west. 

Plate 20: Showing rendered wall stopping at  

level of removed suspended floor with brick in-

ternal skin. Damp course can be seen above 

first course. Looking south-west. 

Plate 21: Composite photograph showing interior north-east facing elevation.  
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Plate 22: Showing internal 

north-west facing internal 

elevation.  

Plate 23: Composite photograph showing interior south-west facing elevation.  
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Plate 24: Looking south-east at roof trusses. Plate 25: Looking north at roof trusses and met-

al ties. 

Plate 26: Detail of corbel at base of roof 

truss. Truss of side wing is to right of pho-

to. Looking south. 

Plate 27: Looking 

north-west at organ. 

Pipes are located to 

fit around roof truss-

es. 

Plate 28: Showing internal south

-east facing internal elevation.  
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Plate 29: Showing brick internal skin 

and arch over door recess. Looking 

north-west. 

Plate 30a & b: Left (a) shows door in east wall of apse while 

right (b) shows false door in west wall of apse. 

Plate 31: Rear room to west. Shows cornice de-

tails and batten decoration on ceiling. Looking 

south-west. 

Plate 32: Toilet 

room off west rear 

room. Looking 

north-east 

Plate 33: Rear room to east. Shows removed 

floor and cornice detailing. Looking north-west. 

Plate 34: Foundation and removed sus-

pended floor in rear room to east. Looking 

south-west. 
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Plate 36: 1930s electric radiator in east 

rear room. Looking south-west. 

Plate 35: Toilet room off east rear room. 

Looking south-west. 
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