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Fig. 2. View of the house (Photo: English Heritage, BB65/01710, also Beresford, 1967).

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
This house was demolished in 1965. It was recorded in detail by Beresford (1967), and the following
description is taken from his publication. It originated as a three-bay building with a two-bay hall and a



Northend Farm, Long Crendon

3

two-storey bay to the north. The hall was nearly 30 feet long (9 m) and 20 feet wide (6 m), which puts it
at the top of the size range for published Buckinghamshire crucks, and equal to the smaller base crucks.
There was an arch-braced Type W cruck truss in the middle of the hall, and this had the appearance of a
raised cruck, because the lower parts of the blades had been sawn off when the ground-floor walls were
rebuilt in stone. The carpentry was superior; the blades were distinctly elbowed, double-chamfered (with
one chamfer carried from the blades onto the arch-braces), and perfectly symmetrical. The quality of the
carpentry led Beresford to suspect high status: the symmetry of the cruck blades, the precision of the
joints, the neatness of the chamfers.

In later work, the walls of the hall bay were rebuilt in stone, a chimney and fireplace were inserted
in the hall (with a moulded lintel), this was floored over, and a parlour added at the south end.. The north
end bay was converted to a kitchen.

Fig. 3. Plan. The cruck truss is at C. (from Beresford, 1967).

Fig. 4. Section of the cruck truss, general and detailed. (from Beresford, 1967).

Beresford considered that the house was built in the early fifteenth century. Dr John Fletcher
reported a tree-ring date (by visual matching) for the cruck blade of 1398-1431 (revised from his date,
using current sapwood estimates), and for the inserted hall ceiling of 1578-1608. Although these dates
are plausible, it has not been possible to confirm the correctness of the dating.
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DENDROCHRONOLOGY
A letter dated 4 September 1968 from John Fletcher to Guy Beresford (copy provided by GB) includes
the following:

The massive moulded cruck blade from Northend Farm is a useful [–] & came out at 1391 for the last
ring on the sample. Sapwood starts at 1390 & allowing 19 ± 2 years for [–] sapwood gives 1409 ± 2 AD
for the year cut, or say 1410 ± 2 for the year used.
Similarly for the inserted flooring I get 1588 ± 2 AD.

The letter indicates that these and other dates were obtained by visual matching, mentioning specifically
the 1345 drought year.

If correctly matched, current sapwood estimates would amend these dates to: 1398-1431 and 1578-1608.
Some of Fletcher’s original measurements have been located (held by Dan Miles), and many (but not all
of his dates have been confirmed as correct. So far the re-located results do not include those from
Northend Farm.. Thus, these dates may be considered plausible but are unconfirmed.

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY

Summary

This was a freeholding with about 4½ yardlands in 1827, which can be shown to have originated as
former copyholdings held of the Dormer manor, and enfranchised in the 1550s.1

Fig. 5. Part of the 1827 map of Long Crendon (CBS IR/95/Q).

Documentary References

In 1827 Northend farm was a large freeholding owned by Thomas Henry Taunton of Oxford, who
claimed 132 customary acres at enclosure (approximately 4½ yardlands), for which he was allotted 78

1 John Chenevix-Trench identified Northend Farm as Lovedens (‘Northend Farmhouse Revisited’,
Records of Buckinghamshire, 35 (1993), 78-80) from circumstantial evidence, but this is
disproved by the firm identification of Lovedens as the later Long Crendon Manor (see LON-O).
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statute acres. The Land Tax identifies his tenant then as Edward Kirby, who had also held the farm under
Taunton's predecessor, Spencer Smith, between 1821 and 1823.2 The earlier Land Tax entries (below)
show that the main property had previously been owned by Mrs Loader (1782-7) and then John Stevens,3

and that two smaller holdings had been incorporated by 1808 (suggesting that it had previously
comprised about 3 yardlands).

Northend Farm in the Land Tax assessments

Year Owner Occupier £ s d

1832 Late Th Hy Taunton Jas Fryer 6 16 2

1829 Hy Taunton Esq Jas Fryer 6 16 2

1827 Hy Taunton Esq Edw Kirby 6 16 2

1826 Taunton, JS Henry Esq Kirby, Edw 6 16 2

1825 Taunton, Mr Himself 8 6 8

1821 Spencer Smith Self 8 6 8

1819-20 Spencer Smith Mrs Osborn 8 6 8

1816-18 Spencer Smith Self 8 6 8

1810-15 Spencer Smith Thomas Briaris 8 6 8

1809 Spencer Smith Thomas Webster 8 6 8

1808 Spencer Smith
(3 entries)

Thomas Webster 5

1

17
12
16

5
4
11

1806 Jn Stevens Thomas Webster 5

1

17
12
16

5
4
11

1798-1801 Jn Stevens
(2 entries)

Thos Gibson 5
1

19
16

3
11

1795 Jn Stevens Thos Gibson
Jn Burt

5
1

19
16

3
11

1791 Jn Stevens Ric Gibson
Jn Burt

5
1

19
16

3
11

1782-7 Mrs Loader
Mr (Giles) Prickett

Ric Gibson
Jn Burt

5
1

16
16

0
0

Ownership

No deeds have been located for the farm.4 In 1876 the holding was still in the hands of the Taunton
family, with Francis Dodwell as tenant.5 In the 1910 Valuation (hereditament 326), it was owned by Mrs
Mary Saw and included 84 acres, more or less unchanged from the 1827 situation (allowing for its five-

2 The reduction in assessment in 1826 shows the typical effect of the enclosure allotments for tithe
and for the enclosure expenses.

3 Although it is of the correct date, the will of John Stevens of Bevingtons Green, Great Marlow,
Bucks, 12 Jan 1807 (TNA, PROB 11/1455) gives no indication of Long Crendon property.

4 Christopher Hohler stated in a 1977 letter to Joyce Donald, that he had seen a schedule and deeds
at a Thame lawyer’s office, starting with (missing) deeds of 12/13 Apr 1822, the sale by – Smith,
presumably to Taunton. The present location of these documents is unknown and no note of their
content has been located.

5 CBS, CR134/1.
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acre old enclosure). However, it may well be the ‘estate at Long Crendon’ mentioned in the 1763 will of
Mathew Loder, surgeon of Thame. He bequeathed it to his wife for life, and then to Giles Prickett, as
trustee to sell and pay £2,000 to his grandchildren. In 1820 and 1821, Jacksons Oxford Journal carried
advertisements offering Northend farm for sale:

1820, Jan 22. Sale of freehold estate. Farmhouse, 2 barns, stable, cowhouse , 2 hovels, piggeries, warm
yard, garden & orchard of 4a.3r.3p also 118a arable, 13a ley & 3ydl lot meadow, occupied by Mrs
H Osborn who is leaving. Commons for 120 sheep, 4 cows. Low rent £130 pa. Wm Hebborn
[Eborn] to show property.

1821, Dec 15. Auction of freehold farm with farmhouse, 2 barns, stable, cowhouse, close of 4a.3r.4p also
88a.1r.1p in open fields. 3 ydl of lot meadow. Occupied by Spencer Smith, proprietor. Land tax £6
& quit rent £2 pa. Wm Hebborn [Eborn] to show property.

For the second of these, the acreage and the Land Tax suggest that this particular lot included only the
core of the property. The most significant feature of these advertisements is the information in the second
one about the £2 quit rent. This is confirmed by the 1910 Valuation, which refers to a £2 9s 8d quit rent
to Lady Kinloss.

From this information, even though we cannot follow the ownership of the farm from the 16th

century onwards, we can confidently identify it as having originated as Dormer copyholds enfranchised
in the 16th century, since Lady Kinloss was the successor to the Dormer quit rents. At enfranchisement,
the original copyhold rent seems always to have been retained as the new quit rent, so we can identify
this rent as corresponding to 3½ yardlands (at 14s per yardland) close to what appears to be the core size
of the farm. Thus, it is unlikely that it originated as a substantial independent freeholding, later associated
with yardlands derived from former copyholdings.6

Of the Dormer copyholdings, all those enfranchised in 1704 can be identified (cf. LON-F), and that
sold in 1614 to John Tompson can be followed through to become 64 High Street. The remainder were
either sold in a block to Nicholas Bethin in 1554 (two 1-yardland and one 1½ yardland holdings,
occupied respectively William Gadbery, Alice Butler and Thomas Raynold, and three smaller holdings),
or enfranchised in 1555 (one holding with two houses and two yardlands) and 1556 (a house and one
yardland); it is believed that Bethin then sold off his acquisitions..7

We can therefore be confident that the farm’s original land holding was either a 1 or 1½ yardland
holding. We can even tentatively suggest that Thomas Rainold’s holding might be the core of Northend
Farm. As well as the messuage, it included a toft and orchard, and it abutted to the west on the ground of
Lord Williams of Thame, and to the east on the ground of John Whode [Wood or Hood?]. The former
property was that acquired from the St Christopher’s Chantry at Thame, which included a number of
cottages located at North End, that could be the now demolished cottages to the west of Northend Farm
(Fig. 5). The ‘ground of John Whode’ would then refer to Lower End House (LON-M), whose 16th

century ownership is unknown.

Building References

1910 Valuation, hereditament 326.
Brick and thatch, three up, three down, dairy & lean to; wash house, piggeries, old granary, barn,
calf pen, 4-bay shelter, carthouse, stable, loose box, cartshed.

6 The former Lovedens and Sperlings lands sold by Henry Allnutt in 1657-8 did not pay quit rents.
7 Rousham, T36. The holding with 1½ yardlands was when it was sold in 1554.


