
Report for

Kensham Farm, Cadmore End, Stokenchurch,
Buckinghamshire

Site Code: STK-A

from

The Medieval Peasant House in Midland England

by

Nat Alcock and Dan Miles

Fig. 1. View of Kensham Farm from the south-east.

© N W Alcock and contributors 2012. Copyright in this document is retained under the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988, with all rights reserved including publication. Copyright in illustrations is reserved to the original

copyright holder.

Oxbow Books



Kensham Farm, Cadmore End, Stokenchurch

2

STK-A: KENSHAM FARM, CADMORE END, STOKENCHURCH,
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
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Fig. 2. Plan, showing truss and bay numbering. The positions of the fragments of a corner post of T1 and
of the posts of T3 (visible on the first floor) are marked.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

PHASE 1: The earliest structure at Kensham Farm (bays I and II) is a hall with a central base-cruck truss
(T2) and an aisled truss at one end (T3). The medieval structure does not survive at either end of the
building, but it is clear that bays I and II formed a hall open to the roof. The building continued beyond
T3 but this part was demolished when a new cross wing (bays III and IV) was built in the earlier
seventeenth century. Dendrochronology was unsuccessful because all the samples had too few rings, but
a late fourteenth century approximate date can be suggested from the form of the truss.

LATER PHASES: In the later sixteenth century, the hall was floored with a massively timbered ceiling.
The fireplace is also of this date, but may originally have been a smoke-hood rather than a proper
chimney. The later building history of the house includes the refronting of bays I-III in the eighteenth and
again in the twentieth century, the reconstruction of the roof in the eighteenth century, and the addition of
the rear stairs, the kitchen (bay V) and storage lean-to areas and a recent office extension.

STRUCTURAL FEATURES

PHASE 1: The late fourteenth-century hall house: The original house was timber-framed and fragments
of wall posts survive in the rear corner of Bay I and in the present stair well. The hall was about 30ft
long, with its original width estimated at 19ft. The central hall truss (T2) has base crucks and arched
braces to the tiebeam. The whole of the arch formed by the cruck blades, braces and small central collar
block is chamfered. The front cruck blade has been both truncated by the later front wall (inset from the
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original line), and sliced off on top. The front brace has a hoisting notch. The rear cruck blade has been
cut off just below first-floor level. The fair face of the truss is towards bay II and has scribe marks across
the joints between brace and cruck blade and between brace and tiebeam. Above tiebeam level, part of a
chamfered principal rafter survives to the front of the building, with windbrace sockets and a mortice for
a collar. Immediately adjacent to the inside of this rafter is the stump of another upright timber which
was either a brace to the collar or an inner truncated principal. Both these timbers are smoke-blackened
on all sides. The curved struts supporting the present purlins are part of an eighteenth century re-roofing.

Fig. 3. Section of truss T2. The distance from the foot of the base cruck to the floor is 7ft. 7in.

Truss T3 is aisled, with the posts visible in the upper room of bay III; they are square-cut with
jowled heads. The absence of peg-holes for braces or rails, suggests that this was a spere truss. The only
other upright in the truss (near the rear post) is chamfered and is probably an insertion. The tiebeam is
obscured by the ceiling but the lower parts of the smoke-blackened principal rafters remain above it, ,
with similar chamfers, collar mortices and windbrace sockets to those of T2.

The square-set front arcade plate is chamfered and stopped, and supported by a chamfered and
stopped brace from the front post of T3. The arcade plate has a splayed and tabled scarf joint in Bay II,
near T2, and has carpenter's marks on the outer face in bay II, relating to the rafter peg-holes; numbers I -
VII can be identified. The rear arcade plate has been replaced.

PHASE 2: Sixteenth-seventeenth century alterations to the hall: In the later 1500s the hall was ceiled
over and a fireplace inserted in bay I. A massive post supports both the spine beam and one end of the
fireplace lintel, suggesting a timber-framed structure preceding the c.1600 brick chimney. This very
massive beam is 13in wide with a 2in chamfer run-out on one side at the fireplace end. The joists are also
hefty, 6- 7in wide with very slight chamfers, some stopped. The central position of this beam suggests
that the re-siting of the front wall took place at this stage. A trimmer in the rear corner of bay II indicates
the site of a former stair but postdates the ceiling. The fireplace lintel has a 15in rear chamfer and a 1in
chamfer to the front. The present chimney-stack is mostly of c.1600-50 and is built of narrow bricks
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approximately 9 by 1.75 by 4-4.5in, with two diagonally-set shafts. The rear of the chimney has an early
nineteenth century niche 10in deep with a rounded arch, with an interesting deeper niche of the same
type supported on a plank shelf high on the left side. The second flue may have served an upstairs
fireplace.

The crosswing: The present crosswing replaces any medieval structure beyond truss T3. Most of its early
features are of early to mid-seventeenth century date but the timber framing visible on the stair landing of
the rear bay might be earlier. The timbers here are slightly irregular 6in timbers with weathered faces on
the stair side and a fragment of a brace across the present opening. They show signs of re-use, with
irregular peg-holes and notches and so may have come from the earlier building. The garden wall of the
wing retains more regular seventeenth century framing above first floor level, with 6in posts and rails
and rectangular panels of eighteenth-century brick infill. The framing is unbraced. Bay III has been
raised, with slighter eighteenth-century studs supporting the higher eaves. The ground floor has been
rebuilt in brick and the brick buttresses were added in 1956. The ground-floor room in bay III has early
seventeenth century panelling along one wall.

The crosswing has a central chimney-stack similar to that of the hall range. The narrow bricks are
of similar dimensions but the pointing and lesser use of glazed brick suggest a slightly different date. The
two square shaft are again set diagonally but on a base with a small ovolo cornice. The main ground-
floor fireplace to bay III has splayed sides and chamfered front edges of original brick. The upstairs
fireplace is concealed. The rear of the chimney, to bay IV, has been altered with later flues and recesses
but a shallow 4in deep recess panel appears to be original and continues into the loft where it is capped
by a wooden lintel.

LATER PHASES: The front of the house has been rebuilt in several stages. The earliest part is the
ground floor wall of the crosswing, which is built of flint with brick dressings and is probably late
eighteenth to early nineteenth century. The remainder was rebuilt in brick in 1956, retaining the form of
the previous first-floor plat-band course and dormer gable. These features suggest a date around 1700 for
the earlier rebuilding. The rear wall of the hall has also been rebuilt in brick, probably in the nineteenth
century. The stair projection in the rear angle was added in about 1800. The lean-to kitchen extension
(Bay V, SW of the hall) is built out of re-used materials, possibly in the eighteenth century. The walls are
of narrow bricks dating from around 1700. The wall plates are re-used rails from a timber-framed
building with mortices for posts and braces. The further lean-to beyond the kitchen is probably
nineteenth century and the extension to the rear of the crosswing (omitted from the plan) is recent.

Re-roofing of the building took place piecemeal during the later seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, with some re-used timbers. Truss T4, for instance, has an ovolo-moulded timber re-used as a
queen strut, and one of the purlins in bay IV is a smoke-blackened remnant of the medieval building.

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY:
In a deed of 1862, Philip Wroughton, esquire late of Ibstone House, then of Woolley Park, Berks,
conveyed to Thomas Taylor, esquire of Aston House (Aston Rowant), Oxon, the manor of Chequers in
Stokenchurch, the manor and farm of Cadmore End, and freehold land.1 A plan on the deed shows that
this included Kensham Farm, which was identified as being in Lewknor parish, Oxon. Thus it lay in the
detached portion of Lewnor, formerly in Oxfordshire but transferred to Buckinghamshire in 1844, and
which became part of the ecclesiastical parish of Cadmore End when this was created in 1852 (VCH
Oxon, VIII (1964), sub Lewknor); Stokenchurch itself was transferred from Oxfordshire to
Buckinghamshire in 1895. The manors of Chequers (or Exchequers) and Cadmore End had been
associated since at least the sixteenth century, when they were in the hands of the Unton family (VCH
Bucks, III (1925), sub Stokenchurch); Kensham (as Keynshams) Farm is noted briefly (ibid, p. 96). From
its position on the extreme edge of the detached part of Lewknor, it is unlikely to have been the manor

1 Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies D189/30.
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house of Cadmore End, and so was presumably a freeholding. John Kensham was the principal
contributor to the 1523 Lay Subsidy for Cadmore End.2 Manorial documents for Cadmore End
(Oxfordshire RO, SL8/1/CR and /E, 1508ff) have not been examined.

DENDROCHRONOLOGY
For dendrochronology abbreviations see page facing Introduction.

Sampling Comments: Eight samples were obtained through coring by Robert Howard on 1st June 1990.

TREE-RING SAMPLE RECORD AND SUMMARY OF DATING

Sample Total Sapwood FMR LHR LMR Date
Code Sample Location Rings Rings Date Date Date Cat
STK-A01 Rear arcade plate bay II 21 NM — — — — —
STK-A02 Rear cruck blade truss T2 16 NM 6 — — — —
STK-A03 Rear arch brace of truss T2 33 NM — — — — —
STK-A04 Front cruck blade truss T2 43 — — — — —
STK-A05 Collar truss T2 39 NM 9 — — — —
STK-A06 Tiebeam truss T2 15 NM — — — — —
STK-A07 Collar truss T3 32 NM 14 — — — —
STK-A08 Rear main post of truss T3 25 NM 7 — — — —

Not dated

2 TNA E 179/161/198, cited in VCH Oxon, VIII (1964), sub Lewknor.


