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Fig. 2. Plan, showing truss and bay numbering.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

PHASE 1: Pye Corner, Moulsford, is a substantial cruck framed house with a later extension to form an
L-shaped plan. The two bay cruck range runs north-south parallel to the main Streatley to Wallingford
road. survive , It appears formerly to have had a third bay extending northward. The crucks have the
unusual ‘W1’ apex type (truncated blades with a king post). They exhibit a wide variety of jointing
techniques to the wall frames. There is no clear evidence of soot blackening on the main timbers, and it
would appear that the bulk of the cruck phase was floored over from the start. This phase has been dated
by dendrochronology to Spring 1559.

LATER PHASES: Probably during the sixteenth century, a three bay wing running east-west was built
onto the north end of the cruck block, in the position of the presumed third cruck bay (bays III, IV, V).
Bays IV and V are jointly served by a large chimney stack which stands just inside bay V. There is
evidence in the floor joists of bay IV for a staircase in the south-west corner. Both bays IV and V appear
to have been heavily damaged by fire, probably in the eighteenth century, since much of the brickwork
which replaced the wattle and daub infill panels dates from this period. In 1969 a two story extension
was added to the south of the cruck range.
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STRUCTURAL FEATURES

PHASE 1: CRUCK RANGE: Bays I and II contain three cruck trusses. They are all of the uncommon
‘W1’variety, in which the cruck blades finish just above the collar, with a king post standing on the collar
to support the ridge. A similar method of construction has been noted at Holywell Cottage, Harwell
(HAR-F), and at Pond Cottage, Botolph Claydon, Buckinghamshire (BOT-A), which dated to about
1508. In both the latter houses cases, the king-posts are made from reused timbers.

Fig. 3. Section of truss T3.
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The timbers used in the three cruck trusses are of reasonably substantial scantling, as are the studs
and ancillary timbers. The crucks themselves are well shaped and average 7in thick by 14in wide. Most
are boxed heart, cut from relatively slow growing trees, unusual for this area. The purlins measure 5-6 x
8in and rest in notches cut in the backs of the blades and collars. The diagonally set ridge (3½in by 4in)
rests in notches in the top of the king-posts, which are not braced. No wind-braces are visible.

Each of the three trusses includes a tiebeam, with two collars on trusses T1 and T2. The lower two
members are tenoned into the blades while the upper collar is jointed with a bare faced dovetail in the
usual manner. Truss T3 appears to have an original doorway framed between the studs above the
tiebeam. The centre of the collar has a large hole for an 1½in peg. No peg holes or mortices exist for
studs below the tiebeam. This strongly suggests the original existence of a third cruck bay on the site of
the present bay III. As well as this lack of studs at ground floor level, a carpenter’s mark on the eastern
mid-rail immediately to the north of the cruck stud of truss T3 suggests that some Phase 1 framing
survives in the east wall of bay III (separating bays III and IV). The queen strut above the eastern
tiebeam in bay III looks very much like a reused cruck blade, presumably from the replaced bay.

The wall-plates measure about 8in square and are supported solely by the cruck studs (wall posts).
The latter are secured to the cruck frame by short thick spur ties which are tenoned into the posts about
12in below the plates. The junctions of the cruck blades to the wall frames take three different forms. On
the east side of truss T1, the blade runs down right to the sill beam, with the cruck stud jointed to the
back of the blade approx. 2ft 9in above the bottom of the cruck. This is achieved through an offset tenon
15in long with three pegs. On the same side of truss T2, the cruck blade is jointed instead into a wall post
with a free tenon, double pegged about 1ft 6in below the middle girt. The cruck is let into the inner face
of the post with an undersquinted abutment. Finally, at truss T3, the cruck studs are seated on the back of
the blades as in T1, and are face pegged rather than tenoned. It is interesting to find such a wide variety
of jointing in this respect, which probably reflects ways in which the carpenter has had to make the most
of the available timbers. The tree-ring analysis (see below) demonstrates indicates that all three crucks
are contemporary. In the side wall framing, bay I on the west elevation has two studs, whereas the
narrower Bay II has only one. The vertical panels are divided by mid-rails.

The floor of bay I consists of a main transverse beam 12in wide by 10in deep with joists 6in wide
by 4½in deep at 1ft 8in centres. The joists are tenoned into the main beam with a diminished haunch
above a housed soffit shoulder. The joists are finished with 1in chamfers with long drawn out cyma
stops. There is evidence in the upright wall timbers that the floor was originally 12in lower. Apart from
this alteration, the floor appears to be original.

LATER PHASES: The floor of bay II is clearly a later insertion. Most joists are of small scantling (less
than 4in wide, with the exception of the centre two, which are obviously reused (measuring 8in wide by
at least 5in deep). These joists are most elaborately moulded with rolls, fillets and three-quarter hollows
which are characteristic of the early 14th century. One of them is grooved underneath to receive a plank
partition, no doubt relating to its previous use. The joists of bay II are axial, spanning from tiebeam to
tiebeam, although much of the floor has been disturbed by the introduction of the staircase, probably
after 1800. The secondary floor in Bay II, coupled with the absence of soot-blackening suggests the
former presence of a smoke bay/hood. It is notable that whereas Bay I is 14ft long, Bay II is only 10ft.

BOX-FRAMED RANGE: This two storied range runs at right angles to the cruck range. Most of the
framing survives intact on the north wall, including a couple of wattle and daub panels. Bay III along the
north side contains a central storey post with a stud either side dividing it up into four panels. An original
window opening is evident in this wall (now bricked up). The frame includes some curved up-braces in
bays III, and the western half of V, and also in bays I and III on the west elevation; the latter are probably
introduced when the side range was added. The north wall of bay IV is only three panels in width,
whereas bay V is much like III with a central storey post. However from the middle storey post
westwards, the ground floor of bay V is all of flint and brick. The sill beam also terminates here. It
appears as if this last half-bay was a later extension, the southern storey post having a brace and seating
for a tiebeam. However, the brace and the southern wall plate suggest the opposite, that the eastern half
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of bay V existed before its western half and bay IV. Further investigation is required to resolve these
alternatives.

The roof of bays III-V is of queen strut construction, the truss between bays III and IV containing a
probable reused cruck blade. Bay V is gabled to the road. The floor joists of bay III differ from those in
bay I in that they measure 5½in wide instead of 6in, the soffit shoulder is not housed and the stop on the
chamfer is more steeply finished. It is possible therefore that these joists remain from Phase 1. They are,
however, laid st 16½in centres into an axial beam 9in wide by 10in deep. In bay IV, the joists are of elm,
and measure 3½in-4in wide by 5½in deep. They are jointed into an elm main beam 11in wide by 9in high
at 17½in centres. The joists have simple ¼in chamfers, whereas the main beam has a 2½in ovolo chamfer
with a plaque type stop. The joists in bay V are miscellaneous, clearly mostly reused. Some are as wide
as 6in, with 1in run out chamfers, while others ones are 3in wide with ½in chamfers and ogee stops. The
main beam has a 2in chamfer with an ovolo stop.

The whole of the house retains most of its leaded casements as well as its plain tiled roof, both of
which probably date from the 18th century.

DENDROCHRONOLOGY
For dendrochronology abbreviations see page facing Introduction.

Sampling Comments: Eight samples were taken through coring by Robert Howard on 18 May 1990.

TREE-RING SAMPLE RECORD AND SUMMARY OF DATING

Sample Total Sapwood FMR LHR LMR Date
Code Sample Location Rings Rings Date Date Date Cat
MOU-A01 Cruck blade, truss 1, E side 75 11 1465 1528 1539 1
MOU-A02 Cruck blade, truss 1, W side 48 HS 1477 1524 1524 1
MOU-A03 Cruck blade, truss 2, E side 88 02 1446 1531 1533 1
MOU-A04 Cruck blade, truss 3, E side 145 20c 1399 1523 1543 1
MOU-A05 Cruck blade, truss 3, W side 110 — 1377 1486 1486 1
MOU-A06 Purlin, bay II W side 106 16c 1440 1529 1545 1
MOU-A07 Tiebeam, truss 2 100 26C 1459 1532 1558 1
MOU-A08 Sill beam, bay II, E side 177 — 1340 1516 1516 1

Site sequences: (composed of samples 1 to 8), 219 rings long dated 1340–1558 with t-values of
8.1(OXFORD), 5.7(MC10).

Felling date: (sample 7 with the last dated ring has complete sapwood) Spring 1559 (VA22.91).


